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Foreword

This volume collects my speeches and papers from the second half of 2002, a 
period in which the United States witnessed the passage of significant domestic re-
forms as we continued vigorously to pursue the war on terror abroad. 

On the home front, my Administration worked with the Congress to rouse an 
economy rocked by corporate scandals and the attacks of September 11. To bolster 
the worker and investor confidence essential for the functioning of any free market, 
in July 2002 I signed into law the most sweeping corporate reforms in more than 
50 years. The Congress also passed Trade Promotion Authority after an 8-year lapse, 
giving me a stronger hand to open new markets abroad for American farmers, ranch-
ers, workers, and entrepreneurs. The Congress also responded to our call by passing 
legislation making terrorism insurance available and affordable, as well as new laws 
that promoted conservation of our wetlands, expanded community health centers, 
and helped cities and States update their voting systems. 

From the outset, my Administration has made it clear that in order to best serve 
Americans in need, faith-based and community organizations must be free to com-
pete for Federal grants on a level playing field. In December 2002, I signed an Ex-
ecutive Order directing all Federal agencies to follow the principle of equal treat-
ment in awarding social-service grants. In Congress, meanwhile, we continued to 
work for passage of legislation advancing my faith-based and community initiative. 
We also continued to work for a comprehensive energy plan and a Medicare reform 
bill that would include a prescription drug benefit. And to speed our economic re-
covery, we urged the Congress to make permanent the tax relief passed in 2001. 

Throughout this period, protecting the American people from attack remained our 
highest priority. During the second half of 2002, we saw important victories. Ramzi 
Binalshibh, a key al-Qaida chief who shared a house with Mohamed Atta in Ger-
many and helped plan the September 11 attacks, was captured along with several 
other al-Qaida operatives in Pakistan, exactly a year to the day after the attack on 
our homeland. We worked with our allies to take the offense against terrorists, 
breaking up their cells and disrupting their infrastructure. And in our 2003 defense 
budget, we provided the largest increase in defense spending since Ronald Reagan’s 
Presidency so that our Armed Forces would have the resources they need to defend 
our security and freedom. 

As we pursued terrorists abroad, we took vital steps to secure the homeland. The 
creation of a new Department of Homeland Security represented the most extensive 
reorganization of the Federal Government since the start of the Cold War. This de-
partment united dozens of Federal agencies in a single mission of protecting the 
American people and sharing critical information. We also acted to improve the 
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security of our ports, coasts, and borders, and we began increasing our stockpiles 
of vaccine to inoculate our population in the event of biological attack. 

Protecting Americans from terrorist attack also required us to address other 
threats before they fully materialized, including that posed by Saddam Hussein’s 
Iraq. In September, I urged the United Nations to consider Saddam’s longstanding 
refusal to disarm and abide by all U.N. resolutions. After a spirited and civil debate, 
the Congress approved a strong bipartisan resolution, authorizing me to take military 
action to disarm the Iraqi regime in the event its dictator refused to meet his obliga-
tions to the world. In November, the U.N. Security Council passed a unanimous res-
olution demanding that Saddam disarm in compliance with its previous resolutions; 
allow thorough inspections; and abandon the tactics of denial and delay he had used 
to avoid accountability for more than a decade. 

America did not seek conflict with Iraq. By year’s end, the many warnings the 
Congress and the U.N. had given had made clear that the choice between peace 
and war rested with Saddam Hussein. 

W 
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Preface

This book contains the papers and speeches of the 43d President of the United 
States that were issued by the Office of the Press Secretary during the period July 
1–December 31, 2002. The material has been compiled and published by the Office 
of the Federal Register, National Archives and Records Administration. 

The material is presented in chronological order, and the dates shown in the head-
ings are the dates of the documents or events. In instances when the release date 
differs from the date of the document itself, that fact is shown in the textnote. Every 
effort has been made to ensure accuracy: Remarks are checked against a tape re-
cording, and signed documents are checked against the original. Textnotes and cross 
references have been provided by the editors for purposes of identification or clarity. 
Speeches were delivered in Washington, DC, unless indicated. The times noted are 
local times. All materials that are printed full-text in the book have been indexed 
in the subject and name indexes, and listed in the document categories list. 

The Public Papers of the Presidents series was begun in 1957 in response to a 
recommendation of the National Historical Publications Commission. An extensive 
compilation of messages and papers of the Presidents covering the period 1789 to 
1897 was assembled by James D. Richardson and published under congressional au-
thority between 1896 and 1899. Since then, various private compilations have been 
issued, but there was no uniform publication comparable to the Congressional 
Record or the United States Supreme Court Reports. Many Presidential papers 
could be found only in the form of mimeographed White House releases or as re-
ported in the press. The Commission therefore recommended the establishment of 
an official series in which Presidential writings, addresses, and remarks of a public 
nature could be made available. 

The Commission’s recommendation was incorporated in regulations of the Admin-
istrative Committee of the Federal Register, issued under section 6 of the Federal 
Register Act (44 U.S.C. 1506), which may be found in title 1, part 10, of the Code 
of Federal Regulations. 

A companion publication to the Public Papers series, the Weekly Compilation of 
Presidential Documents, was begun in 1965 to provide a broader range of Presi-
dential materials on a more timely basis to meet the needs of the contemporary 
reader. Beginning with the administration of Jimmy Carter, the Public Papers series 
expanded its coverage to include additional material as printed in the Weekly Com-
pilation. That coverage provides a listing of the President’s daily schedule and meet-
ings, when announced, and other items of general interest issued by the Office of 
the Press Secretary. Also included are lists of the President’s nominations submitted 
to the Senate, materials released by the Office of the Press Secretary that are not 
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printed full-text in the book, and proclamations, Executive orders, and other Presi-
dential documents released by the Office of the Press Secretary and published in 
the Federal Register. This information appears in the appendixes at the end of the 
book. 

Volumes covering the administrations of Presidents Herbert Hoover, Harry S. 
Truman, Dwight D. Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson, Richard 
Nixon, Gerald R. Ford, Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, George Bush, and William 
J. Clinton are also included in the Public Papers series. 

The Public Papers of the Presidents publication program is under the direction 
of Frances D. McDonald, Managing Editor, Office of the Federal Register. The se-
ries is produced by the Presidential and Legislative Publications Unit, Gwendolyn 
J. Henderson, Chief. The Chief Editor of this book was Karen Howard Ashlin, as-
sisted by Loretta F. Cochran, Kathleen M. Fargey, Stephen J. Frattini, Alison M. 
Gavin, Christopher Gushman, Margaret A. Hemmig, Maxine Hill, Alfred Jones, 
Stacey A. Mulligan, and Michael J. Sullivan. 

The frontispiece and photographs used in the portfolio were supplied by the 
White House Photo Office. The typography and design of the book were developed 
by the Government Printing Office under the direction of Bruce R. James, Public 
Printer. 

Raymond A. Mosley 
Director of the Federal Register 

Allen Weinstein 
Archivist of the United States 
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Remarks at a Rally on Inner-City Compassion in Cleveland, Ohio 
July 1, 2002 

Thank you very much for that warm wel-
come. I’m feeling great, by the way. 
[Laughter] And I’m glad I’m here. And 
thank you all for coming. 

We’ve just come from a discussion of 
community leaders all involved with trying 
to make Cleveland a compassionate, decent 
place for every citizen. Some were Demo-
crats; some were Republicans; all of them 
Americans, all of them Americans who un-
derstand that out of the evil done to Amer-
ica can come some incredible good, that 
by loving a neighbor just like you’d like 
to be loved yourself, you can do some good 
in our country. You can fight evil by being 
a decent, honorable, compassionate citizen. 
And that’s what I want to talk about today. 
I want to talk about the soul of America. 

First, I appreciate my traveling party and 
the folks who showed up here today. I want 
to thank Rod Paige for being the Secretary 
of Education. I like to remind people that 
when I was—came time to pick a Secretary 
of Education, that I wanted somebody who 
had actually been on the frontlines of edu-
cation. I didn’t need a theorist. I needed 
somebody who was a practical person, 
somebody—and I knew Rod when I was 
the Governor of Texas and he was the su-
perintendent of our State’s largest school 
district, Houston Independent School Dis-
trict. And our test scores soared when he 
was leading that district. And so I—fortu-
nately, he came to Washington, DC. He’s 
made a huge sacrifice to be there, and he’s 
doing a fine job. And I want to appreciate 
Rod, and I appreciate his leadership. I ap-
preciate his being a straightforward fellow. 
It’s easy to understand where he’s coming 
from. He’s coming from this perspective: 

Every child must be educated in America— 
every child. 

I also brought another man along with 
me, Alphonso Jackson, who is the Deputy 
Secretary of HUD. Alphonso’s job is to 
make sure we work tirelessly to promote 
homeownership in America. And I appre-
ciate Alphonso coming. I’m going to talk 
a little bit about that later on. 

Of course, I appreciate so very much 
the elected officials who have joined. My 
friend the Governor of the great State of 
Ohio, Bob Taft, is with us. Your senior 
Senator, a fine friend and a good man, 
George Voinovich, is with us. I think 
you’re—are you the senior Senator? He’s 
the junior—he’s the oldest junior Senator. 
[Laughter] He’s a junior Senator who hap-
pens to be a senior citizen, he said. [Laugh-
ter] But a young—he thinks young. He’s 
a great man. 

I appreciate members of the congres-
sional delegation, both Republicans and 
Democrats alike: Ralph Regula, Steve 
LaTourette, Stephanie Tubbs Jones, and 
Dennis Kucinich. I appreciate you all com-
ing. Thanks for being here. I appreciate 
you’re here. 

I appreciate the attorney general, Betty 
Montgomery, from the great State of Ohio. 
I’m honored that the mayor of the great 
city of Cleveland would come; Mayor 
Campbell, thank you for being here. I’m 
honored you’re here—appreciate you. I had 
the honor of listening to a elected—a local 
elected official, Ms. Fannie Lewis, who had 
some things to say. Thank you, Fannie, for 
coming. 

Today, as I landed at the airport, I had 
the honor of meeting a gentleman named 
Eugene Brudno, and Eugene is a Cleveland 
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resident who has spent a lot of time of 
volunteering in the community. The reason 
I mention Eugene is, one of the true 
strengths of this country is the fact that 
we’ve got so many citizens who have heard 
the call to help somebody in need, and 
they don’t need a Government telling them 
to do it. They just do it because they love 
their community. And Gene has been lov-
ing his community for a long time. Gene, 
would you stand up and please wave? 
Thank you for coming. 

I want to thank Alex Machaskee for hav-
ing sponsored the discussion we had today. 
I want to thank the United Way leadership 
for being here. I want to thank you all 
for coming. I am honored that you’re here. 

I’ve got some things to say—it’s really 
how great America—I mean, what a fabu-
lous country we have. We are lucky to be 
Americans. And as Americans, we have re-
sponsibilities. We have responsibilities. If 
you live in this country and you want to 
be a patriotic soul, you have a responsi-
bility. And I think one of those most impor-
tant responsibilities is to help a neighbor 
in need. I do. 

And I’ve got a responsibility, too. Per-
haps my biggest responsibility is to keep 
our homeland secure. I want to give you 
a brief update about our attempts to keep 
the homeland secure. At home, we’re doing 
everything we can do. I want to thank all 
those on the frontline, the first time—the 
first-responders, the police and fire and 
EMS teams, for being prepared and ready 
and working long hours. 

In Washington, DC, we’ve got a lot of 
good folks who are spending a lot of time 
chasing down any hint or any lead, any 
idea that somebody might have to hurt us. 
We’re on it. And you just need to know, 
we are actively focusing our attention and 
efforts to keep the homeland secure. 

We’re fighting an enemy that hates what 
we stand for. They don’t value human life. 
The death of innocent people doesn’t both-
er them in the least. They’ve hijacked a 
great religion. They kill in the name of 

the religion when, in fact, they’re nothing 
but a bunch of coldblooded fanatics and 
killers. 

I’ve asked the Congress to take all the 
agencies involved with the homeland de-
fense—there’s about 100 of them scattered 
all over Washington, DC. You can imagine 
what that is like, trying to hold somebody 
accountable. I said, ‘‘We should put it all 
under one umbrella called the Cabinet offi-
cer, and give us a chance to align authority 
and responsibility. Give us a chance to 
change the culture of these agencies. Give 
us a chance to say, protecting the homeland 
is now the single most important priority 
of the Federal Government.’’ 

And I appreciate the response from both 
Republicans and Democrats alike to the ini-
tiative I laid out. It’s tough for some. I 
recognize that. I mean, there’s some turf 
in Washington. [Laughter] And people like 
to protect the turf. But by far most Mem-
bers understand that it’s more important 
to protect the American people than the 
turf. 

So we’re making progress at home. But 
the surest way to protect the homeland is 
to hunt the killers down one by one and 
bring them to justice. And that’s what we’re 
going to do. And we’re making progress. 

This isn’t a—the type of war we’re all 
used to. It’s not the kind of war where 
there’s tanks moving across, you know, 
some plain, and everybody gets to see the 
progress of the tanks. This isn’t the kind 
of war where planes are in formation. This 
is a war that we fight against these shadowy 
terrorists that hide in caves or hide in big 
cities and send young souls to their death 
through suicide. That’s the kind of people 
we’re after. But we’ve hauled in over 2,400 
people so far. I say ‘‘we;’’ I’m talking about 
not only the United States but a vast coali-
tion of freedom-loving countries. And so 
we’re after them one by one. I guess the 
best way to describe the strategy is to treat 
them for what they are, international crimi-
nals; get them on the run; and when we 
find them, bring them in and get them. 
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And that’s what this mighty country is 
going to do, because, you see, we love our 
freedom. We stand for freedom. We love 
freedom of religion. We love freedom of 
the press. We love to speak freely. We love 
politics. We love what we’re doing in this 
country. And anybody who threatens our 
freedoms will face the ire of the mighty 
United States of America. 

And we’re in this deal for the long haul. 
There is not a calendar on my desk that 
says, by such-and-such a date, we quit. 
That’s not how I think, and I don’t believe 
that’s how the American people think ei-
ther. The American people understand that 
we need to be patient and resolved and 
determined to do what is right. History has 
called us into action. And for the sake of 
our young, for the sake of our children 
and our grandchildren, we must be strong 
enough and resolved enough to defend 
freedom to the core, to not waver or tire 
in the face of an enemy that hopes that 
we relinquish our love for freedom and the 
values we hold dear in America. 

You know, I can’t imagine what was 
going through their mind when they at-
tacked us. They must have thought America 
was so materialistic and so selfish and so 
self-absorbed that we might just file a law-
suit or two. [Laughter] They learned dif-
ferently. They learned that we love our 
country and love our freedoms. 

But I want the youngsters here to under-
stand, this great country doesn’t seek re-
venge; we seek justice. And this great coun-
try, when we go somewhere, we don’t go 
as conquerors; we go as liberators. I want 
our country to keep in mind what hap-
pened in Afghanistan. Afghanistan was a 
country that had been hijacked by these 
Al Qaida killers, with a complacent govern-
ment. We said, ‘‘If you harbor a terrorist, 
you’re just like the terrorist. We’re going 
to treat you just like the terrorist.’’ And 
we upheld that doctrine by removing the 
Taliban, but more importantly, we liberated 
people. For the first time, young girls go 

to school in Afghanistan, thanks to the 
United States and our coalition. 

And that’s—and that’s going to be our 
posture for a long time coming, too. We 
believe in freedom for all. We believe in 
the value of individual life. We’re a com-
passionate, strong nation—a nation that 
through our determination will bring peace. 

Oh, I know that in the midst of this 
war, there is a lot of warlike talk, and I’m 
as guilty as—I’m guilty. [Laughter] I talk 
that way. But I want you to know, I love 
peace. I want the world to be at peace. 
I believe out of the evil done to America 
can come some good. And one of the goods 
is going to be a peaceful world, peace in 
places where we haven’t seen peace in a 
long time and peace at home for our chil-
dren and our grandchildren. I long—I long 
for a peaceful world for every citizen on 
the face of the globe. And I believe that 
the United States can lead to peace if we’re 
strong and resolved and unified. 

And I also believe that as we make the 
world more peaceful and America more se-
cure, we can make America a better place, 
a better place for all of us, not a better 
place for some, not a better place for a 
few, but a better place for all. I think that 
means that our Government, Federal Gov-
ernment, must be active to promote self-
government and self-reliance and independ-
ence. It means that we must encourage in-
dividuals and communities and families to 
take more responsibility for themselves and 
their neighbors and our Nation. 

Our aim isn’t to make Government big-
ger by spending more money. Our aim isn’t 
to focus on finance, large or small. Our 
aim must be to mean that when we spend 
money, we spend it on what works to cre-
ate a better society. I call this compas-
sionate conservatism. 

It is conservative to trust the local folks 
to chart the path to excellence in education. 
It’s conservative to liberate parents. It’s 
conservative to pass power out of Wash-
ington, DC, when it comes to public 
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schools. It is compassionate to make sure 
not one child gets left behind in America. 

It is conservative to promote private 
property and ownership of homes. It is 
compassionate to understand there is an 
ownership gap in America, and we must 
use our resources to close that ownership 
gap by encouraging minority ownership of 
homes in America. 

It’s conservative to reform welfare and 
reduce dependence on Government. It is 
compassionate to encourage work and fam-
ily and values of personal responsibility. 

It is conservative to understand Govern-
ment can hand out money, but it cannot 
put hope in people’s hearts. And therefore, 
we should promote the good works of faith-
based and community-based programs. 

It is compassionate to understand, in the 
land of plenty, there are pockets of despair 
and hopelessness. There are people who, 
when you say ‘‘the American Dream,’’ say, 
‘‘I don’t know what that means.’’ And it’s 
compassionate to understand all of us, no 
matter what your political party is, must 
do something about it. We must work to 
make the American Dream reach into every 
single neighborhood all across America. 

I believe that starts with making sure 
everybody gets a good education. Rod 
talked about the No Child Left Behind leg-
islation. Let me tell you what I think the 
bill says. I believe it says that our society 
must believe every child can learn, and that 
means we’ve set high standards. If you set 
low standards, guess what’s going to hap-
pen? If you have low expectations, you 
know what’s going to happen? We’ll just 
give up on kids—see? 

It’s so much harder to, by the way, edu-
cate inner-city—some inner-city children. 
It’s easy to walk into a classroom full of 
inner-city African Americans, for example, 
and say, ‘‘You can’t learn. We’ll move you 
through.’’ Or how about classrooms full of 
children whose parents don’t speak English 
as a first language? It’s easy to quit on 
those kids. ‘‘Heck, it’s hard to educate a 
child whose parents don’t speak English. 

Why don’t we just shuffle them through 
the system?’’ That means you have low 
hopes, low standards, low expectations. We 
start with a different premise: Every child 
can learn, regardless of their circumstances. 
And we expect every single child to learn 
in America. 

We said, ‘‘Yes, there’s a role for fund-
ing,’’ and we increased funding for Title 
I programs here in Cleveland by 23 per-
cent. And that’s good, and that’s important. 
We want to help the disadvantaged through 
funding. But Washington shouldn’t be tell-
ing Cleveland how to run its school system. 
See, that’s up to you all to figure out how 
to run your school system. 

But we’ve instituted a new reform, and 
it’s an important reform. It says, if you do 
receive the money, if you decide to take 
Federal money, show us whether or not 
the children are learning, see. Show us 
whether or not expectations are being met. 

I’ve heard it all: ‘‘We can’t test.’’ ‘‘We 
test too much. We test too much.’’ ‘‘We 
shouldn’t test children whether they can 
read.’’ ‘‘See, all you do is teach the test.’’ 
Listen, if you can teach a child to read, 
they can pass a test. You teach them to 
read; don’t worry about the tests. 

We need to know in America whether 
or not our children can read and write and 
add and subtract. That’s what an account-
ability system is for. Not only do we need 
to know, but more importantly, the parents 
need to know whether or not the children 
can read and write and add and subtract. 
And if we find they can’t, something else 
has to happen. We cannot allow our chil-
dren to be trapped in schools that won’t 
teach and won’t change. 

Starting this September, as many as 3.5 
million students across America who attend 
failing schools will have different options, 
of transferring to another public school. It’s 
part of being an accountable society. It’s 
part of strengthening public education. 

Listen, I think public education is one 
of the most important parts of democracy. 
In order to make sure the American Dream 
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reaches every neighborhood, we’ve got to 
have good public schools all across Amer-
ica. We must. So we’ve got to strengthen 
the public education system by encouraging 
different opportunities if there’s failure. 

Low-income students, as a result of the 
new bill, in chronically failing schools will 
now have access to after-school tutoring. 
The money follows the child, and the par-
ent can decide who provides the after-
school tutoring. 

There is not a single avenue to success. 
In order to achieve educational excellence 
for every child, there’s got to be a multi-
plicity of approaches. That’s why I believe 
so strongly in local control of schools. The 
people of Cleveland and the State of Ohio 
decided that one of the approaches they 
wanted to take was to encourage a voucher 
system to be implemented. That was a local 
decision, and the Supreme Court of the 
United States gave a great victory to par-
ents and students throughout the Nation 
by upholding the decisions made by local 
folks here in the city of Cleveland, Ohio. 
It is a constructive approach to improving 
public education. We’re interested in aim-
ing toward excellence for every child. And 
the voucher system is a part of the strategy 
to achieve that here in Cleveland. 

One of my jobs is to make sure that 
we continue to insist upon reform, to take 
this court decision and encourage others 
to make the same decision at the local 
level. One way to do so is through tax cred-
its, which is now in my budget. I urge 
Congress, when we debate how to improve 
public education, to pass the tax credit so 
parents will have more flexibility and more 
choices when it comes to the education 
of their children, particularly K-through-12. 

I also—the Supreme Court in 1954 de-
clared that our Nation cannot have two 
education systems. And that was the right 
decision—can’t have two systems, one for 
African Americans and one for Whites. Last 
week, what’s notable and important is that 
the Court declared that our Nation will not 
accept one education system for those who 

can afford to send their children to a school 
of their choice and for those who can’t. 
And that’s just as historic. 

I think by continuing to focus on high 
standards and results and local control of 
schools, we can all work together to make 
sure no child is left behind. 

And by the way, I had the honor of 
meeting Roberta Kitchen today. She should 
be giving the speech, not me. Where’s Ro-
berta? Hi, Roberta. Roberta is a mom of 
five children, and her passion is a passion 
which is shared by moms all across Amer-
ica. Her passion is pretty simple: ‘‘I want 
my children to go to a safe school where 
he or she can realize their full potential.’’ 
Roberta, thank you for your love for your 
children. I appreciate you. 

We also have got to do a better job of 
bringing the American Dream to all Ameri-
cans by encouraging homeownership. There 
is a—we’ve got a homeownership gap in 
America. Let’s face it. Over 75 percent of 
White Americans own their home, and less 
than 50 percent of Hispanos and African 
Americans don’t own their home. And 
that’s a gap. That’s a homeownership gap, 
and we’ve got to do something about it. 

One of the barriers to homeownership 
is the cost of downpayment. And I’m work-
ing with Congress right now to have a 
downpayment assistance program to help 
the homeowner be able to afford the down-
payment. 

I also believe that a barrier to entry is 
education. There’s a lot of folks who, when 
they look at the fine print in the contract, 
don’t quite understand what it means. Not 
only do we need to simplify the contracts, 
we’ve got to make sure that there’s an out-
reach program to educate first-time home-
buyers on what it means to own a home 
and how you do it, not to get nervous about 
the fine print, but to realize what’s in the 
fine print so that the people can make good 
decisions. We’ve got money in the budget 
to do that. We want to work with the faith-
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based community to encourage the edu-
cation of people to understand what it 
means to own a home. 

I’m also working with the private sector 
to make sure they do their part. It’s in 
the national realtors’ interests, or the na-
tional homebuilders’ interests that we en-
courage minority ownership of homes. 
We’re trying to increase the demand for 
homes. One way to do that is to work with 
Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae to encourage 
capital, so that there’s more money in the 
private sector for first-time homebuyers. 
We need billions of more dollars available 
for those who want to realize the dream. 
They have made the commitment to do 
so. 

And finally, we need legislation, tax cred-
it legislation that will increase the supply 
of homes, affordable homes all across the 
country, affordable homes in inner-city 
Cleveland, where people are able to find 
a home and realize their dreams. 

The goal for this country is that by 2010 
we have 5.5 million new minority home-
owners. And when that happens—you 
watch what happens when these neighbor-
hoods will become revitalized. It’ll help the 
public school systems; it’ll create such a 
sense of hope. This is a noble goal and 
one that I fervently believe we can achieve 
and must achieve to make America a better 
place. 

We’ve got work to do. The Senate has 
got work to do, in passing a reauthorization 
of the welfare reform bill. One of the great 
success stories in recent past has been to 
reform welfare so as we reduce dependency 
upon Government. And that’s important. 
See, we believe in the worth of each indi-
vidual and believe if we help people, they 
can realize their full potential. 

And it starts with finding work. It starts 
with a job. If somebody works, they’re 
more likely to be able to realize dreams, 
to realize their God-given potential. And 
so we’ve got to continue to employ the 
resources and the vision to helping people 
find work. I believe work ought to be an 

incredibly important part, ought to be the 
standard by which welfare reform has been 
judged. And our society must work with 
local folks to implement strategies that will 
help people find work. 

Listen, the Government is willing to pay 
for re-education. The Government is willing 
to pay for job training. But we need people 
at—the local people, just right like you do 
out here in Cleveland, to take the hand 
of somebody in need and say, ‘‘How can 
we help you? How can we help you realize 
the independence of finding—and the dig-
nity, by the way—of finding work?’’ 

I want to thank the employers in Cleve-
land for showing responsibility by helping 
on the welfare-to-work initiative. And I 
want to thank the faith-based programs for 
taking the resources available and to help 
people find work. We’ve got to continue— 
we’ve got to continue to promote work as 
part of a independent—independent—to 
encourage independence. And at the same 
time we do so, we’ve got to teach people 
the values of marriage and family. 

And speaking about responsible society, 
one of the key things we’ve got to do here 
in America is make sure that all of us are 
responsible for the decisions we make, es-
pecially in this day and age, the CEOs of 
corporate America. We need to make sure 
that when the people put out their balance 
sheets, when people put out the facts and 
figures, there’s no question about their ve-
racity. There’s no question that they’re true 
numbers. 

You see, in order to keep the job base 
increasing in America, there must be trust. 
And some have violated the trust. They 
haven’t assumed their responsibility. I ex-
pect there to be responsibility at all levels 
in our society. And I intend to fully enforce 
the law when people cheat on the balance 
sheets of corporate America. We laid out 
an initiative in March to provide better in-
formation to investors, to make corporate 
officers accountable and responsible, to 
make sure that there’s an independent au-
diting system, make sure this business 
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about conflict of interest is eradicated. We 
need to rebuild the confidence in our job-
creating system. 

Now, you need to know that by far the 
vast majority—by far—of corporate Amer-
ica are above board and doing their jobs 
just the way you’d expect them to do, that 
they treat their investors, their share-
holders, and employees the way you’d want 
them to. And that’s important for America 
to know. It’s also important to know we’re 
going after those who aren’t and hold them 
accountable. 

Our economy, the foundation of our 
economy is strong. We’ve got good fiscal 
policy, good monetary policy. We just now 
got to get this—get trust built back in the 
country’s leadership, which we will. We 
will. And one way to do it is to bring some 
of these folks to justice who have violated 
their trust. And we’ll do that too. 

I also want you to know that my philos-
ophy really does trust the American people. 
I trust people when it comes to—the par-
ents when it comes to educating their chil-
dren. I trust people when it comes to mak-
ing right decisions about whether to own 
a home. I trust people when it comes to 
helping find work. The strength of this 
country is really not in our halls of Govern-
ment; it’s in the hearts and souls of the 
American people. That’s really why America 
is so strong a nation as we are today. 

I also believe that—in the power of faith 
in people’s lives, and that when we find 
people who have lost hope, maybe as a 
result of addiction or despair, that one way 
to help change America is to encourage 
those who have heard the call to love a 
neighbor to go love their fellow citizen. 
See, I’ve got great faith in America because 
I know our society can change one heart, 
one person at a time. And I know there 
are millions of soldiers in the armies of 
compassion who are willing to do just that. 
The Faith-Based Initiative that you’ve prob-
ably read about means this: Our Govern-
ment should not fear programs which exist 
because of—a church or a synagogue or 

a mosque has decided to start one; we 
should not discriminate against programs 
based upon faith in America; we should 
enable them to access Federal money, be-
cause faith-based programs can change peo-
ples lives, and America will be better off 
for it. 

I urge the Congress to get the bill on 
my desk that does two things: One, allows 
for faith-based programs to compete for 
taxpayers’ money to help change people’s 
lives; and secondly, allows nonitemizers to 
receive a deduction on their income taxes 
when they give money to a charity. We 
need to do everything we can to encourage 
the strength of America, to help change 
America for the better. 

Now, out of the evil done to America 
is going to come some incredible good 
here. I believe it. I believe that our citizens, 
many citizens are now hearing the call that 
a true patriot is somebody who serves 
something greater than themselves. A true 
patriot is somebody who asks a neighbor 
in need, ‘‘What can I do to help?’’ A patriot 
is somebody who understands that life is 
more—that life is complete when you make 
a sacrifice for somebody else. 

That certainly came home to a lot of 
Americans when Flight 93 was driven into 
the ground by citizens—normal, everyday 
citizens—who realized the plane they were 
on would be a weapon. And I want to 
remind you of what happened on that 
flight. They told their loved ones goodbye. 
They said a prayer, and they made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for somebody else. That’s the 
American spirit, as far as I’m concerned, 
the notion that in order—[applause]. 

And it is that spirit which is exhibited 
every day in our country when people say, 
‘‘I think I want to mentor a child,’’ and 
do so, and when people help an elderly 
shut-in, when people deliver food. It’s the 
millions of acts of kindness and decency 
which define America, which show the true 
face of this great country—and I mean a 
great country. 
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It’s a great honor to be the President 
of the greatest nation on the face of the 
Earth. Thank you for coming today, and 
God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:29 a.m. at 
the Playhouse Square Center. In his remarks, 
he referred to Mayor Jane L. Campbell of 
Cleveland; Fannie M. Lewis, Cleveland City 
councilwoman, ward 7; and Alex Machaskee, 

board chairman, United Way of Greater 
Cleveland. The President also referred to 
Title I of the Improving America’s Schools 
Act of 1994 (Public Law No. 103–382), which 
amended Title I of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (Public Law 
No. 89–10). The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript 
of these remarks. 

Statement on the Clear Skies Initiative 
July 1, 2002 

Today Environmental Protection Admin-
istrator Whitman released important new 
information about the unprecedented 
health and environmental benefits of the 
Clear Skies Initiative that I proposed in 
February. For the last several months, EPA 
has been working to generate new informa-
tion about how Clear Skies will dramatically 
improve air quality in every region of the 
country. Clear Skies will bring Americans 
much cleaner air and healthier forests, 
lakes, and estuaries. Many cities and towns 
will meet air quality standards for the first 
time in years. We will virtually eliminate 
the problem of acid rain, which affects so 

many lakes and forests in the Northeast. 
We also will dramatically reduce urban 
smog and nitrogen and mercury deposition. 
Clear Skies will reduce air pollution from 
powerplants by 70 percent—the most sig-
nificant step America has ever taken to ad-
dress this problem—while using a market-
based system to keep electricity prices af-
fordable for hardworking Americans. Ad-
ministrator Whitman and I look forward to 
working with Congress to strengthen the 
Clean Air Act through the passage of Clear 
Skies so we can improve air quality for 
all Americans. 

Statement on Representative J.C. Watts, Jr.’s Decision Not To Seek 
Reelection 
July 1, 2002 

Congressman J.C. Watts has served the 
people of Oklahoma and the United States 
with honor and distinction as a Member 
of the U.S. House of Representatives. 

J.C. will leave behind a legacy of compas-
sion and commitment to public service. He 
has been a leader in highlighting the suc-
cess of faith-based and community-based 
organizations, and thanks to his efforts, 
these organizations may soon have addi-

tional resources in their fight against abuse, 
addiction, and poverty. His leadership was 
recognized by members of his party, and 
as Chairman of the House Republican Con-
ference Committee, J.C. has effectively pro-
moted the positive agenda of the Repub-
lican Party. 

Though his tenure in the House is end-
ing, he still has many talents to offer his 
country, and I know he will continue to 
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contribute. J.C. is a good friend, and Laura their family the best and thank him for 
and I wish J.C and his wife, Frankie, and his dedicated service. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives on Reallocation of 
Emergency Response Funds 
July 1, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
In order to fulfill urgent requirements 

for civil aviation security, I am notifying 
the Congress of my intent to reallocate 
funds previously transferred to the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
from the Emergency Response Fund. 
These funds will now be allocated to the 
Transportation Security Administration 
(TSA) in accordance with the provisions of 
Public Law 107–38, the Emergency Sup-
plemental Appropriations Act for Recovery 
from and Response to Terrorist Attacks on 
the United States, FY 2001. 

In addition, I am further revising my re-
quest for supplemental funding originally 
transmitted on March 21st to account for 
this transfer by adjusting my Administra-
tion’s request for supplemental funding for 
FEMA and for TSA. This will ensure that 
FEMA has the full resources necessary to 
meet my commitment to the recovery of 
New York. 

As provided in Public Law 107–38, the 
$270 million to be transferred will be made 
available immediately to TSA to continue 
its civil aviation security responsibilities. 

This is the second time I have arranged 
a ‘‘bridge loan’’ from FEMA to TSA to 
allow the Congress to complete action on 
my March 21st emergency supplemental re-
quest. This option will not be available a 
third time, since FEMA has no additional 
remaining unobligated funds from Public 
Law 107–38. It is imperative that the Con-
gress quickly pass an acceptable emergency 
supplemental bill to prevent a disruption 
of commercial air travel. 

I hereby designate the revised requests 
contained in the accompanying material as 
emergency requirements pursuant to sec-
tion 251(b)(2)(A) of the Balanced Budget 
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 
1985, as amended. 

The details of these actions are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget. 
I concur with his comments and rec-
ommendations. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on July 2. 

Exchange With Reporters in Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
July 2, 2002 

New York Times Article 
The President. Yes, Terry [Terry Moran, 

ABC News], what is it? 
Q. Do you have any response—there’s 

this columnist in the New York Times 

today who says that your role on the board 
of Harkin Energy back in the 1980s and 
its sale of Aloha Petroleum, your sale of 
stock, that amounts to the same kind of 
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corporate misbehavior you’re now criti-
cizing. 

The President. Everything I do is fully 
disclosed. It’s been fully vetted. 

Any other question? 

International Criminal Court 
Q. Excuse me, sir. Do you think you’ll 

be able to work out that logjam, or is our 
participation in Bosnia coming to an end? 

The President. The International Crimi-
nal Court is troubling to the United States. 
It’s troubling to the administration and ob-
viously trouble with the United States Sen-
ate as well. 

President Clinton signed this treaty, but 
when he signed it, he said it should not 
be submitted to the Senate. It therefore 
never has been, and I don’t intend to sub-
mit it either, because it—you know, as the 
United States works to bring peace around 
the world, our diplomats and our soldiers 
could be drug into this court, and that’s 
a very troubling—very troubling to me. 

And we’ll try to work out the impasse 
at the United Nations. But one thing we’re 
not going to do is sign on to the Inter-
national Criminal Court. 

Corporate Responsibility 
Q. Mr. President, as you contemplate 

new penalties for corporate malfeasance, do 
you think that the laws on the books are 
insufficient to prosecute CEOs, or—— 

The President. I will make a statement 
on that at the appropriate time, Dick [Rich-
ard Keil, Bloomberg News]. 

Independence Day Celebrations 
Q. How should Americans celebrate July 

Fourth this year, given the anxieties about 
more attacks? 

The President. They should celebrate 
heartily because we have freedom, and we 
love freedom. And I—they should also 
know our Government is doing everything 
they can to make the homeland secure, that 
people ought to be joyous in their celebra-
tion and celebrate the fact that we’re fortu-
nate enough to be Americans. I’m going 
to do that in West Virginia. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The exchange began at 10:16 a.m. 
during a tour of the Holy Redeemer Institu-
tional Church of God in Christ. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content 
of this exchange. 

Remarks on the Faith-Based Welfare Initiative in Milwaukee 
July 2, 2002 

Thank you very much for that warm wel-
come. I—it’s great to be here in the midst 
of so many social entrepreneurs—[laugh-
ter]—people who are willing to think dif-
ferently in order to provide hope for people 
who need hope. 

Wisconsin—Tommy is right—it’s kind of 
the heartland of compassionate conserv-
atism. People decided, ‘‘We’re not going 
to worry about process; we’ll worry about 
results. And the result we want is for every-
body to feel a part of the American experi-
ence.’’ I’m glad I picked Tommy to be in 

my Cabinet. You all trained him well— 
[laughter]—and he’s doing a great job on 
behalf of all Americans. 

Bishop Patterson, I’m honored that you 
would travel here. Bishop Patterson is a 
leader. He is a person who has got a clear 
vision about the need for the private sector 
and public sector to join together to help 
people who need help. And the fact, sir, 
that you traveled all the way here from 
the great city of Memphis, Tennessee, to 
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be with us today is a tribute to your dedica-
tion to finding ways to improve people’s 
lives. I’m honored you’re here. 

And then Bishop Daniels, I’m sorry that 
we kind of muzzled him. I was hoping that 
he would unleash—[laughter]—if not in 
word, at least in song. I’m looking forward 
to listening to the Daniels CD that he gave 
me today. But I’m impressed by his vision 
as well. We had the opportunity earlier to 
see the building plans, and that’s just the 
skeleton. The body comes from the works 
that are going to take place inside the 
building, based upon faith and compassion 
and decency, all aimed—those works all 
aimed to change people’s lives. And Bishop, 
I appreciate what you’re doing. I’m not kid-
ding when I use the words ‘‘social entre-
preneur.’’ It’s a word that’s applicable to 
the bishop and the congregation and the 
church. The willingness for people to use 
the great power of faith to revitalize neigh-
borhoods is inspiring. Mr. Bishop, thank 
you very much for having us here. I appre-
ciate that. 

I appreciate Members of the United 
States Congress coming today. I know Mark 
Green and Tom Petri are here—I’m hon-
ored you both are here—as well as the 
chairman, Chairman Sensenbrenner. Much 
of what I’m going to talk about in terms 
of the Faith-Based Initiative has—those ac-
complishments which have taken place in 
Washington, in other words, the bill that 
got out of the House—[laughter]—he is re-
sponsible for. I appreciate you, Jim, very 
much for your leadership. 

I want to thank members of the state-
house who have come. Of course, the Gov-
ernor’s here. I appreciate Scott, and I ap-
preciate his leadership, and I appreciate his 
willingness to carry on the vision of wel-
coming social entrepreneurs in the pro-
viding of aid and comfort to people who 
need help. I appreciate the speaker being 
here and the minority leader of the Senate 
in the State of Wisconsin. Thank you all 
for coming today as well. 

I appreciate local officials—it seems like 
when the President shows up, quite a few 
people show up. And I’m honored that the 
mayor is here. Thank you, Mr. Mayor, for 
coming. And County Executive Scott Walk-
er, I appreciate you coming, Scott, too. 
Thank you. 

And finally, the Bradley Foundation is 
represented here today. The reason that 
I’m so happy that my friend Mike Grebe 
is here and Mike Joyce and others from 
the Bradley Foundation is because founda-
tion America must be a part of the revital-
ization of our communities as well. And 
the Bradley Foundation has always been 
willing to seek different solutions. They’ve 
been willing to challenge the status quo. 
They’d say, ‘‘Where we find failure, some-
thing else must occur.’’ And the foundation 
not only has been kind and generous with 
its donation, the foundation also has been 
willing to help people think anew. And I 
appreciate you all coming. I’m honored 
you’re here, and thanks for your good work. 

As I travel the country, I get to meet 
the quiet heroes of America, those folks 
who were willing to give of their time and 
talents and their heart to help people in 
need. Today Linda Stephenson came out 
to see Air Force One, and I’m glad she 
came, because it gave me a chance to thank 
her for 36 years of volunteering her time 
and efforts to help causes ranging from 
Youth Leadership Academy to Public Allies 
to Goodwill Industries. You see, the reason 
I like to talk about the individual hero is 
because America can change one heart, one 
soul, one conscience at a time. And while 
a person can’t do everything, a person can 
do something to be a part of that. And 
thank you for coming, Linda. I’m honored 
you’re here. Please stand up. [Applause] 
Got you. Thanks for coming. 

Listen, we’ve got some big goals for 
America. Somebody asked me today, ‘‘What 
should people feel like going into the 
Fourth of July?’’ I said, ‘‘You should be 
celebrating the fact that we live in America 
and the Fourth of July is our Independence 
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Day. It is the day we honor our freedoms, 
and as we honor the freedoms, we’re going 
to do everything we can to protect the free-
doms.’’ 

There are people that hate our freedoms, 
that really can’t stand the thought that peo-
ple are able to worship freely or speak their 
mind freely or be able to realize their 
dreams regardless of who they are. They 
don’t like that, and therefore they want to 
strike out at America again. And I want 
to assure you that we’re doing everything 
we can to protect the homeland of Amer-
ica. We’ve got a lot of dedicated folks who 
work overtime, all the time, to run down 
any lead. Any hint, any idea of anybody 
trying to do something to America, we’ll 
react to it, because protecting innocent life 
is my most important job and the most 
important job of government at any level. 

We value life; the enemy hates life. We 
say each life matters; they say innocent life 
doesn’t matter. And so we’ve got a big task 
at hand. 

The best way for us to secure the home-
land, besides utilizing resources in an effec-
tive way to protect America, is to hunt this 
enemy down one by one and to bring them 
to justice. It’s to find them where they try 
to hide and to bring them to—you notice 
I say we’re not going to seek revenge. This 
Nation seeks justice because we love free-
dom. 

It’s going to take a while; it’ll take a 
while. This is a different kind of enemy. 
These are the folks that hide in caves and 
then send youngsters to their suicide 
deaths. They don’t march across land in 
formations. They—they’re nearly invisible. 
But they’re nothing but a bunch of cold-
blooded killers. That’s—you’ve got to know 
how I feel about it. And so they’ll be treat-
ed as international criminals. We will get 
them on the run and keep them on the 
run until we bring them to justice. 

But you need to know—you need to 
know that—and it’s important that you tell 
your youngsters—Bishop, I know you’ll tell 
youngsters who hear about war that this 

Nation longs for peace. That’s what—we 
do what we do for peace. 

See, I believe that out of the evil done 
to America can come some good. I believe 
there can come some good, and part of 
that good is a more peaceful world, not 
only for Americans but for people all across 
the globe. I believe if the American—I 
know if America stays steadfast and strong 
and resolute and speaks plainly about the 
values, the human values that are universal, 
we can achieve peace in places where the 
people don’t dream of peace. And that’s 
what I think can happen and will happen. 

And as we work hard to secure America, 
we’ve got to work hard to make America 
a better place, and that’s what I want to 
talk about today. You see, it’s one thing 
to make sure that we are secure, but we’ve 
also got to understand that in our plenty, 
there are pockets of despair and hopeless-
ness. In our plenty as America, in our 
strength, our military strength, we’ve got 
to recognize there are some people in our 
country who wonder whether or not the 
American experience is meant for them. 
And so long as there’s that despair and 
worry and hopelessness, this Nation must 
do something about it. And I’ve got some 
ideas about how to do it, and that’s what 
I want to speak about today, because it 
relates directly to what’s happening inside 
the walls of this church. 

It starts with making sure every child 
gets a good education, not just a few, not 
just the ones that are apparently easier to 
educate, but every child, every single child. 

That sounds obvious, but it’s not obvious 
in the way we address education, because 
in some parts of the world, there aren’t 
high standards. If you have low standards 
and low expectations, you know what you’re 
going to get? You’re going to get bad re-
sults. 

If you believe every child can learn, you 
set high standards. And that’s what we’ve 
done in the new law we passed out of 
the Congress called the No Child Left Be-
hind law. It says that we expect the best 
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for every single child, and since we do so, 
we want to know whether or not the chil-
dren are learning to read and write and 
add and subtract. 

If you have low expectations, you don’t 
measure, because you say, ‘‘Well, certain 
kids can’t learn, why measure?’’ If you care 
about each child, you do measure. And the 
measuring system is important, because it 
helps indicate what’s working and what’s 
not working. It helps show whether or not 
a curriculum makes sense or not makes 
sense. It helps us judge whether or not 
the very faces of our future can read, for 
starters. And if they can’t read, we as a 
society must do something about it. We 
cannot accept mediocrity. 

And so the first time in history, the Fed-
eral Government has said, if you take Fed-
eral money—and we’re spending a lot of 
it, particularly for Title I students, and 
that’s good—that you’ve got to show us 
whether or not the money is making a dif-
ference. You, the people of Wisconsin, 
measure. 

And finally, a final part of this bill is 
it says we trust the local people to chart 
the path to excellence for their children. 
In other words, we pass power out of 
Washington to the local level, and we en-
courage—by doing so, encourage any ap-
proach that works. See, we’re not worried 
about the process; we’re worried about the 
results. 

That’s why I am so appreciative of what 
Wisconsin and the city of Milwaukee has 
done in terms of providing choice. You call 
it whatever you want to call it—vouchers, 
choice, whatever it is. Freedom for parents 
is what I call it, and the results are better 
as a result. 

I want to thank the bishop for having 
education as one of the cornerstones of this 
enterprise. You see, he understands what 
I know and you all know: If a child is 
educated, that child is more likely to be 
able to realize his or her dreams. An edu-
cated child is one much more likely to suc-
ceed. If you’re worried about children 

going to prison, let’s make sure that a child 
can read. That’s the first step to making 
sure somebody can have a hopeful future. 
And the fact that this enterprise—what I 
call an enterprise—this fantastic operation 
has education within its building is a sign 
of clear vision. 

And I want to thank the Supreme Court 
for making an important decision when it 
ratified the Cleveland voucher program. It 
said that—it was an important statement 
about let’s focus on each child to make 
sure no child is left behind. Let’s worry 
more about results and less about process. 

In the bill that we’ve signed this year, 
there will be 3.5 million children who will 
be attending failing schools—that’s the esti-
mate. They will be given—their parents will 
be given different options, public school 
choice or after-school tutoring. It could be 
very likely that someone will come here 
into this building and find an after-school 
tutoring program, where the money follows 
the child, so that the parent and the child 
can escape from the mediocrity. And that’s 
an important concept, very important con-
cept. 

I do believe the Federal Government can 
do more. I know we need to work with 
local jurisdictions to help them develop a 
variety of options for parents—all aimed, 
by the way, at making sure our public 
school system works. See, the public school 
system is an incredibly important part of 
democracy, and we want it to work, and 
we want it to work for every single child. 
And so I think we ought to work for an 
education tax credit that will be a part of 
empowering parents to be able to make 
choices if they’re dissatisfied with the status 
quo. We’re going to make progress. 

We’re making progress on education. It’s 
an important progress to make. It’s an im-
portant way to make sure America is not 
only a secure country but a better country. 

There’s another initiative that I want to 
speak briefly about, and that is homeowner-
ship. We’ve got a homeownership gap in 
America: 75 percent of Anglos or white 
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people own their homes; less than 50 per-
cent of minority own their homes. That’s 
a gap that needs to change. And so my 
goal—my goal is that by 2010 we have 5.5 
million additional minority homeowners. 

There are ways the Government, obvi-
ously, can help. One is to help people with 
their downpayment. People think about 
owning their home, and they say, ‘‘I can’t 
afford the downpayment. Forget ownership. 
I’ll just continue to rent.’’ And so we’re 
going to have Federal monies available to 
help people afford the downpayment so 
they can make the first big step into home-
ownership. 

Secondly, we will work with the Tax 
Code to provide tax credits so that afford-
able new homes can be built, for example, 
in this neighborhood, so that people—low-
income and moderate-income people will 
be able to have a new supply of homes 
from which they can choose and purchase 
if they want to own a home. 

Thirdly, the private sector must do more, 
starting with freeing up capital. Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac must, as part of their 
vision and mission, encourage minority 
ownership by helping more capital to be 
available. We’re talking about over $400 bil-
lion available over the next 10 years for 
people to be able to purchase their own 
home. 

And finally, in the budgets we’ve sub-
mitted, and I’m confident Congress will 
pass, there is money for education. I can 
see, for example, I know the bishop has 
got a vision for homeownership in this 
neighborhood. I can easily see a desk or 
an office here where people who have 
never bought a home can come and be-
come educated about what homeownership 
means. I mean, you pull these contracts 
out—you pull the contracts out, the print 
is about that big. Old guys like me can’t 
even read it with my reading glasses on. 
And people get worried about it. ‘‘Why am 
I going to sign all this paper? What does 
it mean for me?’’ And we’ve got to help 
first-time homebuyers understand what it 

means to own a home, the obligations, the 
opportunities in the future. And part of 
the money that is available for homeowner-
ship education is—that would be adminis-
tered by faith-based institutions. 

Another initiative that Tommy mentioned 
that makes sense, in order to make sure 
America is a better place, is welfare reform. 
Welfare reform to me means liberation 
from dependency. It means we realize each 
person matters, and if we can help people 
find work, it means there’s dignity. And 
this State has been fantastic about encour-
aging work and helping people work and 
providing services to help people work and 
recognizing that faith-based institutions can 
make a huge difference in the training, in 
helping people train to be able to find 
work. 

Again, I want to thank the bishop. You’re 
beginning to get a picture of why I’ve come 
here. I’m talking about education and 
homeownership; now I’m talking about job 
training—all of which takes place here 
within the fabric of this institution. 

Thanks to efforts in States like Wis-
consin, the percentage of single black 
mothers working is the highest ever, and 
poverty amongst black children is the low-
est ever. That’s because people have found 
work. 

Today Tommy Thompson, Secretary 
Thompson, announced that the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services is 
awarding $200 million in bonuses to States 
that have performed best in helping people 
move from welfare to work. And Tommy’s 
probably already made this announcement, 
but $14 million of the $200 million have 
gone to the State of Wisconsin, which 
shows that there’s still a lot of good being 
done here in Wisconsin. 

But as we reauthorize welfare, we’ve got 
to do more. We’ve got to do more. We’ve 
got to make sure that the progress made 
is not undermined. And one way to make 
sure that we continue to make progress 
is insist upon work and then help people 
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who need help to find a job, either through 
training and/or job placement. 

And today we saw what can happen. 
Today I met the recipients of the compas-
sion in the building. One lady had been 
on welfare for a while, now owns her own 
business. Isn’t that right? [Applause] 
There’s story after story of people who have 
been helped, people who have come here 
not only to receive the Word but also have 
come here to receive a helping hand. And 
that’s what I appreciate so very much about 
this program and faith-based programs all 
across the country. Our Government should 
not fear faith in our society. 

Just ask Annette Williams, a mother of 
four who’d been on and off welfare. She’s 
the owner—she’s owned her own business 
for 4 years. Or Essie Lee, she’d been on 
welfare. She lost her job. She came here 
as a single mom. And by the way, being 
a single mother in America is the toughest 
job in America; it’s the hardest work. And 
she came with a 12-year-old child. She got 
job training. She had counseling, and she’s 
now gainfully employed in a catering busi-
ness. In other words, the folks came here 
to obviously receive comfort from the Com-
forter, but they also came to receive a hand 
from people who want to help them. 

Government can hand out money. We 
do a pretty good job of it. But what Gov-
ernment cannot do is put hope in people’s 
hearts or a sense of purpose in their lives. 
That’s been the fallacy of the Federal Gov-
ernment-only approach to helping people 
help themselves. When we find programs 
that work, when we find a place that is 
actually effective at helping people, this 
Government ought to welcome such pro-
grams. That’s why I’m here. We welcome 
this program. 

Sometimes reality is that sometimes 
faith-based groups are prohibited or dis-
couraged from even applying for Federal 
grants. Last week, my Director of the 
Faith-Based Initiative met with the Metro-
politan Council on Jewish Poverty out of 
New York. It’s a group of people who want 

to help. They feed the hungry for their 
community. They feed the hungry regard-
less of somebody’s religion. They don’t ask, 
‘‘What is your religion?’’ They ask, ‘‘Are 
you hungry?’’ But because of their name 
and their identity, Federal officials have re-
peatedly discouraged them from applying 
for Federal funds. 

That’s not right. The Federal Govern-
ment should not ask, ‘‘Does your organiza-
tion believe in God?’’ That’s not the ques-
tion they ought to ask. They ought to ask, 
‘‘Does your program work? Are you saving 
lives? Are you making a difference in peo-
ple’s lives?’’ 

We’ll ask for accountability—of course, 
we’ll ask for accountability. We should ask 
for accountability whether it be taxpayers’ 
money or donations in the plate. [Laughter] 
There ought to be accountability. And obvi-
ously, we’re not going to use taxpayers’ 
money to evangelic—to promote religion. 
But we should use taxpayers’ money to help 
people change their lives, so that they can 
realize the American experience and the 
American Dream. 

We’ve got to get our Federal agencies 
to remove regulations that discriminate 
against faith-based groups. I’ve told all my 
Cabinet officers that’s what I expect to hap-
pen in Washington, DC. And I want to 
thank Tommy for leading the charge on 
this. 

I mentioned what we call the ‘‘CARE 
Act,’’ ‘‘Charity Aid Recovery and Empower-
ment Act.’’ That’s the act that passed out 
of the House, and let me tell you what 
this act will do. One of the key principles 
is there’s equal treatment. Organizations 
that have a religious name or religious icons 
on the wall like a cross or Star of David 
should be welcome partners in providing 
for the poor. That’s one of the principles. 

It also encourages donations to charitable 
and faith-based organizations. Right now, 
nonitemizers don’t get to deduct charitable 
gifts. I believe nonitemizers should be able 
to deduct charitable giving, which would 
encourage 84 million taxpayers—provide an 
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additional incentive, beside their heart—to 
contribute to a faith-based organization or 
a charity. 

I believe that we ought to have more 
resources available for the institutions 
which are struggling to cope with the Fed-
eral grant process. What we don’t want to 
do is we don’t want to stifle opportunity 
and stifle the imaginative process that takes 
place within our faith communities. We 
want to encourage it by providing what I 
call a compassion capital fund that will 
allow those who emulate the bishop, those 
who want to figure out how to get ahead 
to have a place to go to find out what 
works, how it works, what to do in order 
to realize the vision of expanding compas-
sion to every neighborhood in America. 

No, this piece of the legislation is very 
important, and I—and we’ve got supporters 
all over Washington on this bill, and that’s 
good, both Republicans and Democrats. 
See, I don’t view faith as a partisan issue. 
I view it as a universal issue, much bigger 
than party politics. 

Let me read one quote for you that says, 
‘‘The CARE Act isn’t a Republican or 
Democratic plan. It’s a bipartisan proposal 
that strikes the right balance between har-
nessing the best forces of faith in our pub-
lic life without infringing on the First 
Amendment.’’ I agree with that. ‘‘Most im-
portantly, it is representative of what we 
can accomplish in Washington when we put 
partisanship and politics aside and focus on 
what matters. I look forward to working 
with President Bush to get this proposal 
signed into law.’’ 

The author of the quote was Senator 
Tom Daschle, and I appreciate his support 
for this initiative. I look forward to the 
Senate getting the bill out of the Senate 
as quickly as possible, any differences rec-
onciled with the House, and get it on my 
desk so I can sign it and we can get for-
ward with the goal of making sure America 
is better for every citizen who lives in this 
country. 

When the enemy hit us, they didn’t know 
who they were hitting. Out of evil will 
come some really important good. Good 
will come when neighbors love neighbors 
just like they’d like to be loved themselves. 
It is the acts of kindness and generosity 
and decency, which you find right here, 
is what define the true face of our country. 
We recognize that there are people who 
hurt, and we want them to be healed. We 
recognize people are hungry; we want them 
to be fed. We recognize people can’t read, 
and we want them to read. That’s our 
focus. 

Out of the evil done to America can 
come incredible good, because this is a 
great nation full of decent and loving and 
honorable people. And it is my honor today 
to be amongst great leaders—two fine 
bishops and a congregation which cares 
about their fellow man. Thank you for let-
ting me come by. May God bless you all, 
and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:36 a.m. at 
the Holy Redeemer Institutional Church of 
God in Christ. In his remarks, he referred 
to Bishop G.E. Patterson, pastor, Temple of 
Deliverance Church of God in Christ, found-
er and president of Bountiful Blessings Min-
istries; Bishop Sedgwick Daniels, pastor, 
Holy Redeemer Institutional Church of God 
in Christ; Gov. Scott McCallum of Wis-
consin; Scott Jensen, speaker, Wisconsin 
State Assembly; Mary E. Panzer, minority 
leader, Wisconsin State Senate; Mayor John 
O. Norquist of Milwaukee; Scott Walker, 
county executive, County of Milwaukee; and 
Michael W. Grebe, president and chief exec-
utive officer, and Michael Joyce, former 
president and chief executive officer, Lynde 
and Harry Bradley Foundation. The Presi-
dent also referred to Title I of the Improving 
America’s Schools Act of 1994 (Public Law 
No. 103–382), which amended Title I of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 (Public Law No. 89–10). The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish 
language transcript of these remarks. 
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Letter to Congressional Leaders on Termination of the National 
Emergency With Respect to the Taliban 
July 2, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Pursuant to section 202(a) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622, 
I hereby report that I have issued an Exec-
utive Order that terminates the national 
emergency described and declared in Exec-
utive Order 13129 of July 4, 1999, related 
to the actions and policies of the Taliban, 
and amends Executive Order 13224 of Sep-
tember 23, 2001, to include reference to 
Mohammed Omar and the Taliban in the 
Annex to that order, thus preserving the 
sanctions imposed against the Taliban. 

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive 
Order I have issued. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. The Executive order is 
listed in Appendix D at the end of this vol-
ume. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting the Final Report on the 
National Emergency With Respect to the Taliban 
July 2, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c), I transmit herewith the 
final 6-month report prepared by my Ad-
ministration on the national emergency 
with respect to the Taliban that was de-

clared in Executive Order 13129 of July 
4, 1999. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on United States 
Individuals Involved in the Antinarcotics Campaign in Colombia 
June 24, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Pursuant to section 3204(f), title III, 

chapter 2 of the Emergency Supplemental 
Act, 2000 (the ‘‘Act’’), as enacted in the 
Military Construction Appropriations Act, 
2001, Public Law 106–246, I am providing 

a report prepared by my Administration. 
The report provides ‘‘the aggregate num-
ber, locations, activities, and lengths of as-
signment for all temporary and permanent 
U.S. military personnel and U.S. individual 
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civilians retained as contractors involved in 
the antinarcotics campaign in Colombia.’’ 

In so doing, I note and appreciate the 
continued strong bipartisan support given 
to U.S. programs assisting Colombia in the 
Act and elsewhere. 

This report is classified because of force 
protection considerations and the high level 
of terrorist threat in Colombia. However, 
the aggregate numbers given below are un-
classified. 

The report indicates that as of May 15, 
2002, the end of this reporting period, 
there were 168 temporary and permanent 
U.S. military personnel and 233 U.S. civil-
ians retained as individual contractors in 

Colombia involved in supporting Plan Co-
lombia, as described in this 11th report to 
the Congress in accordance with the Act. 
This report further indicates that during 
March, April, and May 2002, these figures 
never exceeded the ceilings established in 
section 3204(b) of the Act, as amended. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on July 
3. 

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Second Protocol to the 
Netherlands-United States Agreement on Social Security 
June 25, 2002 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the So-

cial Security Act, as amended by the Social 
Security Amendments of 1977 (Public Law 
95–216, 42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)), I transmit 
herewith the Second Protocol to the Agree-
ment Between the United States of Amer-
ica and the Netherlands on Social Security 
(the ‘‘Second Protocol’’). The Second Pro-
tocol was signed at The Hague on August 
30, 2001, and is intended to modify certain 
provisions of the original U.S.-Netherlands 
Agreement, signed December 9, 1987, as 
amended by the Protocol of December 7, 
1989 (the ‘‘U.S.-Netherlands Agreement’’). 

The U.S.-Netherlands Agreement as 
amended by the Second Protocol is similar 
in objective to the social security agree-
ments that are also in force with Austria, 
Belgium, Canada, Chile, Finland, France, 
Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Korea, 
Luxembourg, Norway, Portugal, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, and the United King-
dom. Such bilateral agreements provide for 

limited coordination between the United 
States and foreign social security systems 
to eliminate dual social security coverage 
and taxation and to help prevent the loss 
of benefits that can occur when workers 
divide their careers between two countries. 
The U.S.-Netherlands Agreement as 
amended by the Second Protocol contains 
all provisions mandated by section 233 and 
other provisions that I deem appropriate 
to carry out the purposes of section 233, 
pursuant to section 233(c)(4). 

I also transmit for the information of the 
Congress a report prepared by the Social 
Security Administration explaining the key 
points of the Second Protocol with a para-
graph-by-paragraph explanation of the pro-
visions of the Second Protocol (Annex A). 
Also annexed to this report is the report 
required by section 233(e)(1) of the Social 
Security Act, a report on the effect of the 
Second Protocol on income and expendi-
tures of the U.S. Social Security program 
and the number of individuals affected by 
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the Second Protocol (Annex B), and a com-
posite text of the U.S.-Netherlands Agree-
ment showing the changes that will be 
made as a result of the Second Protocol. 
The Department of State and the Social 
Security Administration have recommended 
the Second Protocol and related documents 
to me. 

I commend the Second Protocol to the 
United States-Netherlands Social Security 
Agreement and related documents. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
June 25, 2002. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 3. 

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on Benchmarks for a 
Sustainable Peace Process in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
June 25, 2002 

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by the Levin Amendment 

to the 1998 Supplemental Appropriations 
and Rescissions Act (section 7(b) of Public 
Law 105–174) and section 1203(a) of the 
Strom Thurmond National Defense Author-
ization Act for FY 1999 (Public Law 105– 
261), I am providing a report prepared by 
my Administration on progress made to-
ward achieving benchmarks for a sustain-
able peace process in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. 

This sixth report, which also includes 
supplemental reporting as required by sec-
tion 1203(a) of Public Law 105–261, pro-
vides an updated assessment of progress 
on the benchmarks covering the period 
March 2001 to December 2001. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
June 25, 2002. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 3. 

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the National 
Emergency With Respect to the Lapse of the Export Administration Act 
of 1979 
June 25, 2002 

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by section 204(c) of the 

International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1703(c)) and section 401(c) 
of the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 
1641(c)), I transmit herewith a 6-month re-
port prepared by my Administration, on the 
national emergency declared by Executive 
Order 13222 of August 17, 2001, to deal 

with the threat to the national security, for-
eign policy, and economy of the United 
States caused by the lapse of the Export 
Administration Act of 1979. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 

June 25, 2002. 
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NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 3. 

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the National 
Emergency With Respect to Iran 
June 25, 2002 

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-
month periodic report prepared by my Ad-
ministration on the national emergency 
with respect to Iran that was declared in 

Executive Order 12170 of November 14, 
1979. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
June 25, 2002. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 3. 

Remarks Celebrating the Bicentennial of Lewis and Clark’s Voyage of 
Discovery 
July 3, 2002 

Welcome. Please be seated. You read it 
just like I wrote it. [Laughter] 

Thank you all for coming. It’s great to 
see so many of my fellow Americans here 
on the eve of Independence Day, the day 
we celebrate the fantastic freedoms we love 
in America. And I hope every American 
goes out tomorrow and gives thanks for 
the many blessings of our Nation. 

I want to thank members of my Cabinet 
who are here. Thank you all for coming, 
Gale and Ann. 

I want to thank Members of the Con-
gress—Senator and Congressman from the 
great Commonwealth of Virginia are here. 
I want to thank many members of the ad-
ministration who are here. I see Fran, who 
is head of the National Parks. I want to 
thank the tribal leaders who have come. 
I want to thank my fellow Americans. Wel-
come to the people’s house, and it’s a beau-
tiful house, as you can see. 

I want to thank Laura for serving as the 
host while I was doing some work. I par-
ticularly want to thank the Missouri Histor-
ical Society for lending this splendid por-
trait of the man Stephen Ambrose called 
the greatest of all American explorers, Cap-
tain Meriwether Lewis. 

You know, it’s amazing—it’s fitting and 
amazing, when you think about it, that 
we’re holding this event here in the East 
Room, because this is where Lewis lived 
when he was Jefferson’s private secretary. 
Not a bad room. [Laughter] They tell me, 
though, that back then the room was damp 
and depressing. The second First Lady who 
lived here, Abigail Adams, actually used to 
hang the washing here. [Laughter] And I 
want to thank Laura for getting my under-
wear out before the event started. [Laugh-
ter] 

Nearly 200 years ago, President Jefferson 
sent an expedition to explore what was then 
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the uncharted West. Jefferson was a curious 
man, as we’ve learned, and I bet you he 
wanted to lead the expedition himself. But 
he was occupied, and so he chose a trusted 
aide and friend, Meriwether Lewis, to lead 
what was called the Voyage of Discovery. 

The Lewis and Clark expedition lasted 
just a couple of years, but it changed the 
face of our country forever. It opened up 
the American West for future development. 
It increased our knowledge of our natural 
resources. It helped us gain a better under-
standing of America’s native cultures. Most 
importantly, the Lewis and Clark Expedi-
tion will stand forever as a monument to 
the American spirit, a spirit of optimism 
and courage and persistence in the face 
of adversity. 

Earlier this week, I signed a proclama-
tion designating 2003 through 2006 as the 
Lewis and Clark Bicentennial Commemora-
tion. I urge all Americans to learn more 
about Lewis and Clark and how the expedi-
tion changed our Nation and, at the same 
time, to learn more about our native cul-
ture, to learn more about courage and the 
values that continue to shape our Nation 
today. 

American history is filled with remark-
able examples of heroism and adventure, 
and the voyage of Lewis and Clark is one 
of the most remarkable of them all. And 
that’s why we’re here in the White House 
today. Their expedition became an epic of 
endurance and discovery, and that epic be-
came an American legend which all Ameri-
cans should know about, and they should 
teach their children about it as well. 

The achievement would not have been 
possible without the tremendous contribu-
tion of a remarkable Shoshone Indian 
woman, Sacagawea, who helped the explor-
ers on their long and perilous journey. And 
I say remarkable because she had a 2-

month-old baby when the trip began. And 
she was just as committed to discovery and 
success as Lewis and Clark and the other 
young members of the Corps of Discovery. 

Her courage and her strength reminds 
us that American Indians have played a 
central role in our history, and their unique 
culture must never be lost. Tribal colleges 
and universities help preserve irreplaceable 
languages and cultural traditions. At the 
same time, of course, they offer a high-
quality college education to thousands of 
students and provide much-needed job 
training and other means of economic de-
velopment in Indian country. 

I bring that up today because I had the 
honor of signing an Executive order affirm-
ing the Federal Government’s commitment 
to these unique institutions. Many of the 
board members that I named are here 
today, and they were in the Oval Office 
earlier, and I want to thank them for com-
ing. All Americans—all Americans—deserve 
an excellent education, including those who 
attend tribal colleges and universities. 

I want to thank you all for coming today. 
I want to thank you for being here to honor 
the courage of great explorers. I want to 
thank you for being here to honor the rich-
ness of native cultures. And I want to thank 
you for being here to honor the grand his-
tory of the American West. 

May God bless you and your families, 
and may God continue to bless America. 
Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to historian Stephen E. 
Ambrose. The proclamation of June 28 on 
the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial and the 
Executive order of July 3 on tribal colleges 
and universities are listed in Appendix D at 
the end of this volume. 
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Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the Extension 
of Normal Trade Relations Status for Certain Former Eastern Bloc States 
July 3, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Pursuant to sections 402 and 409 of the 

Trade Act of 1974, I am submitting an 
updated report to the Congress prepared 
by my Administration on the emigration 
laws and policies of Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Kazakhstan, Moldova, the Russian Federa-
tion, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, and 
Uzbekistan. 

On September 21, 1994, President Clin-
ton determined and reported to the Con-
gress that the Russian Federation was not 
in violation of paragraphs (1), (2), or (3) 
of subsection 402(a) of the Trade Act of 
1974, or paragraphs (1), (2), or (3) of sub-
section 409(a) of that Act. On June 3, 1997, 
he also determined and reported to the 
Congress that Armenia, Azerbaijan, Geor-
gia, Moldova, and Ukraine were not in vio-
lation of the same provisions, and made 
an identical determination on December 5, 
1997, with respect to Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and 
Uzbekistan. These actions allowed for the 
continuation of normal trade relations for 

these countries and certain other activities 
without the requirement of an annual waiv-
er. 

On June 29, 2000, pursuant to section 
302(b) of Public Law 106–200, President 
Clinton determined that title IV of the 
1974 Trade Act should no longer apply to 
Kyrgyzstan, and on December 29, 2000, he 
made a similar determination with respect 
to Georgia pursuant to section 3002 of Pub-
lic Law 106–476. 

The attached report indicates continued 
compliance by Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Kazakhstan, Moldova, the Russian Federa-
tion, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, and 
Uzbekistan with international standards 
concerning freedom of emigration. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives, and Richard B. Cheney, President of 
the Senate. An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this letter. 

Remarks at a ‘‘Saluting Our Veterans’’ Celebration in Ripley, West Virginia 
July 4, 2002 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thank you. Well, thank you, Shelley, and 
thanks for that warm welcome. I’m really 
proud to be in Jackson County, West Vir-
ginia. 

Today we mark the 226th birthday of 
the United States of America. Last year 
I spent my first Independence Day as your 
President in Philadelphia. This year I get 
to spend it in Ripley, West Virginia. 

Shelley told me about the Fourth of July 
celebration. She said I needed to come and 

meet the town. It looks like most of you 
showed up. [Laughter] I appreciate your 
hospitality. I appreciate all the hard work 
that went into making this Fourth of July 
celebration such a fantastic gathering of our 
fellow Americans. And thanks for having 
me. 

I want to thank Shelley Moore Capito 
for her friendship and her leadership in 
the Halls of Congress. I appreciate so very 
much one of my Cabinet officers, Tony 
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Principi, who is the head of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, for not only serv-
ing the country and serving in Vietnam but 
also agreeing to come today to Ripley to 
represent the veterans from all across our 
country. Thank you for being here, Tony. 

I want to thank your Governor, Governor 
Wise, for joining us today. I appreciate you 
being here, Bob. And I appreciate Senator 
Jay Rockefeller coming as well. Thank you 
both for coming. 

I had the honor of meeting the mayor 
of Ripley, Mayor Guthrie. Thank you for 
being here, Mr. Mayor. I appreciate your 
hospitality, and tell all the folks who work 
in the city here, I’d like to stay around 
for the cleanup, but—[laughter]. 

Audience member. We’ll let you. 
The President. I’m sure you would let 

me, but—[laughter]. I also appreciate 
Mayor Ritchie of Ravenswood for coming 
over to say hello as well. Thank you, Mayor. 
I know the attorney general of West Vir-
ginia is here, General McGraw. I appre-
ciate the secretary of state for West Virginia 
for being here. I want to thank all the 
members of the legislature. But most of 
all, I want to thank my fellow citizens. 

Today I had the honor and privilege of 
saying hello to two West Virginia citizens 
who are family members of some of West 
Virginia’s finest. Earlier this year, U.S. Spe-
cial Forces Sergeant Gene Vance, Jr., and 
Anissa Ann Shero lost their lives in defense 
of our freedom. And I had the privilege 
of kissing Gene’s wife, to express our sym-
pathies and our love and our prayer. And 
I had the privilege of doing the same with 
Anissa’s dad. And I would like you all to 
join me in welcoming them to this celebra-
tion today. Thanks for coming. 

The anniversary of America’s independ-
ence is a day for gratitude and a day for 
celebration. On the Fourth of July, we 
count our blessings, and there are so many 
to count. We’re thankful for the families 
we love. We’re thankful for the opportuni-
ties in America. We’re thankful for our 
freedom, the freedom declared by our 

Founding Fathers, defended by many gen-
erations, and granted to each one of us 
by Almighty God. 

Americans know that our country did not 
come about by chance. Our Nation was 
first designed as a colony, serving an em-
pire and answering to a king. The Founders 
had other things in mind. In the summer 
of 1776, they declared that these colonies 
‘‘are, and of Right ought to be Free and 
Independent States.’’ 

With a great army massed against the 
Americans, these were not idle words. 
‘‘Stepping forward to sign the Declaration,’’ 
said Dr. Benjamin Rush, ‘‘was like signing 
your own death warrant.’’ Yet he and 55 
others put their name on the document, 
pledging to the cause their lives, their for-
tunes, and their sacred honor. 

And all Americans can draw a straight 
line from the free lives we lead today to 
that one moment when the world changed 
forever. From that day in 1776, freedom 
has had a home, and freedom has had a 
defender. 

Unlike any other country, America came 
into the world with a message for mankind, 
that all are created equal, and all are meant 
to be free. There is no America race. 
There’s only an American creed: We be-
lieve in the dignity and rights of every per-
son; we believe in equal justice, limited 
government, and in the rule of law; we 
believe in personal responsibility and toler-
ance toward others. This creed of freedom 
and equality has lifted the lives of millions 
of Americans, of citizens by birth and citi-
zens by choice. This creed draws our 
friends to us. It sets our enemies against 
us and always inspires the best that is with-
in us. 

In this 226th year of our independence, 
we have seen that American patriotism is 
still a living faith. We love our country only 
more when she’s threatened. An Air Force 
pilot spoke for everyone when he was asked 
if anyone on his base had a personal con-
nection to the victims of September the 
11th. He said, ‘‘I think we all do. They 
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were all Americans.’’ Watching the events 
of that day, no American felt this was an 
attack on others. It was an attack on all 
of us—on each and every one of us. Every 
ethnic background is known and respected 
here in America. Every religious belief is 
practiced and protected here. Yet, in a mo-
ment we discovered again that we’re a sin-
gle people. We share the same allegiance. 
We live under the same flag. When you 
strike one America—when you strike one 
American, you strike us all. 

In the moments after September the 
11th, Americans turned instinctively to the 
flag we share. The flag was lowered to half-
staff in days of mourning, raised in respect 
over Ground Zero, hung in defiance from 
the wall of the Pentagon, carried with spe-
cial pride at the Olympic Games, carefully 
folded at military gravesides and given to 
families. The American people, when we 
pledge our allegiance to the flag, feel re-
newed respect and love for all it represents. 
And no authority of Government can ever 
prevent an American from pledging alle-
giance to this ‘‘one Nation under God.’’ 

More than ever in the lifetimes of most 
Americans, the flag stands for a truly uni-
fied country. We’ve been united in our 
grief, and we are united in our resolve to 
protect our people and to defeat the en-
emies of the United States of America. 

Sixty years ago, after the attack on Pearl 
Harbor, General George C. Marshall de-
clared that ‘‘before the Sun sets on this 
terrible struggle, our flag will be recognized 
throughout the world as a symbol of free-
dom, on the one hand, and of over-
whelming power on the other.’’ This is our 
purpose again today. Once again, history 
has called America to use our over-
whelming power in the defense of freedom, 
and we’ll do just that. 

In Afghanistan we defeated the Taliban 
regime, but that was just the first step. 
The liberation of that country was the be-
ginning of the long and unrelenting struggle 
we have entered. America is a patient and 
determined country. We’re working with 

our allies. We’ll use every tool of diplomacy 
and law enforcement. We’re organizing to 
protect the homeland against further attack, 
and we will take the battle to the enemy, 
wherever he hides and wherever he plans 
and wherever he dwells. 

The greatest asset we have in this con-
flict is the military of the United States 
of America. At this hour, more than 60,000 
American troops are deployed around the 
world in the war against terror. Many of 
you here today have family members serv-
ing in the military. Wherever they are sta-
tioned, this Nation is depending on them, 
and you just need to be proud of them. 

Thousands of our men and women in 
uniform were born in other countries and 
now spend each day in honorable service 
to their adopted land. Many of them are 
still waiting for the chance to become 
American citizens because of the waiting 
period for citizenship. These men and 
women love our country. They show it in 
their daily devotion to duty. Out of respect 
for their brave service in this time of war, 
I have signed an Executive order allowing 
them an immediate opportunity to petition 
for citizenship in the United States of 
America. 

America has always depended on the 
courage and character of our people in the 
military. We’re honored today by the pres-
ence of some of West Virginia’s most distin-
guished citizens, veterans of American 
Armed Forces. These men and women 
served in different places, at different 
times, but all were ready when their coun-
try needed them, ready to sacrifice, to fight, 
and if necessary, to die for the sake of 
others. That’s the highest form of citizen-
ship. Whether the veterans here served in 
peacetime or in the worst battles, you have 
the Nation’s gratitude and the respect of 
your fellow Americans. On this Fourth of 
July, it is my privilege to thank you for 
your service to your country. 

Veterans know better than anyone that 
love for country is shown in works. A spirit 
of service is alive and strong in America 
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today. Our response to tragedy and sudden 
national challenges has revealed the cour-
age, and it has revealed the kindness of 
the American people. As we fight a war 
abroad, here at home Americans are an-
swering the call of service, giving their time 
and energy to causes greater than self-inter-
est. This Nation is confronting a terrible 
evil, and we are overcoming evil with good. 

There is much in modern America that 
the founding generation might not under-
stand. Yet, they would recognize the Stars 
and Stripes, and they would know qualities 
of character that still define our country. 
They would take great pride, as I do, in 
the decent, responsible, caring citizens who 
are the true strength of our country. I am 
certain as well that, if they could survey 
this country of ours, they would join us 
all in giving thanks for all that we have. 

A year after independence was declared, 
the Second Continental Congress set the 
design of our Nation’s flag. The stars on 
blue were to represent a new constellation, 

the different world our young Nation had 
begun to create. Today, as much as ever 
before, America bears the hope of the 
world. Yet, from the day of our founding, 
America’s own great hope has never been 
in ourselves alone. The Founders humbly 
sought the wisdom and the blessing of Di-
vine Providence. 

May we always live by that same trust, 
and may God continue to watch over the 
United States of America. God bless, and 
God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 a.m. at 
Courthouse Square. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gov. Bob Wise, Attorney General 
Darrel V. McGraw, Jr., and Secretary of State 
Joe Manchin III of West Virginia; Mayor Roy 
Guthrie of Ripley, WV; Mayor W.S. Ritchie 
of Ravenswood, WV; Lisa Vance, widow of 
Sgt. Gene Vance, Jr., USA; and Clyde 
Shuttlesworth, father of Staff Sgt. Anissa Ann 
Shero, USAF. 

Videotaped Remarks to the Vilnius Ten Group of Nations 
July 5, 2002 

I’m honored to send greetings to the 
leaders of the Vilnius Ten group of nations 
aspiring to join the NATO Alliance. I want 
to thank Prime Minister Berzins and Presi-
dent Freiberga for hosting this important 
event in the great city of Riga. I’m also 
pleased that Senator Trent Lott and some 
of his colleagues were able to visit with 
you today. The U.S. Senate has a critical 
role to play in ratifying any expansion of 
NATO, and I appreciate my friend Senator 
Lott’s leadership on these vital issues. 

Our nations share a common vision of 
a new Europe, where free European states 
are united with each other and with the 
United States through cooperation, partner-
ship, and alliance. We seek a new Europe 
that has buried its historic tensions and is 

prepared to meet global challenges beyond 
Europe’s borders. America will continue to 
work arm in arm with Europe on fulfilling 
this vision. 

At the Prague Summit later this year, 
we can take a major step by enlarging 
NATO to include all of Europe’s democ-
racies that are ready to share in NATO’s 
responsibilities. Since you first met in 
Vilnius over 2 years ago, your countries 
have made real progress on the essential 
reforms necessary for NATO membership. 
Work continues, as it must, to prepare your 
nations to make the greatest possible con-
tributions to the new Europe we are build-
ing. 

Today, our nations face another historic 
challenge: to defeat the forces of global 
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terror. The attacks of September the 11th 
took place in the United States, but their 
target was freedom, itself. All of Europe 
and freedom-loving nations everywhere are 
threatened by these forces of chaos and 
hatred. 

NATO has risen to the challenge, declar-
ing that an attack on one of its members 
is an attack on all. And NATO nations have 
made valuable contributions to the war on 
terror in Afghanistan and elsewhere. NATO 
must prepare itself to fight and defeat ter-
ror and the other threats to freedom that 
we face together. And new members will 
help improve NATO’s capabilities. 

The Prague Summit will mark the begin-
ning of a new era in Europe and in trans-
Atlantic relations, defined by greater secu-
rity and greater prosperity and greater free-
dom. We will see the great alliance of lib-
erty grow and prepare to fulfill its old mis-
sion in a new era. And I am determined 
to succeed and determined that our chil-

dren will record this year as a momentous 
turning point in their history. 

I wish you success at your meeting. I 
have met most of you, and I look forward 
to seeing my good friend Aleksander in a 
few weeks here in Washington. We have 
a great opportunity ahead of us. The hopes 
and prayers of the American people are 
with you. 

Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President’s remarks were 
videotaped at approximately 3 p.m. on June 
28 in the Blue Room at the White House, 
for later transmission to the meeting in Riga, 
Latvia. The transcript was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on July 5. In 
his remarks, the President referred to Prime 
Minister Andris Berzins and President Vaira 
Vike-Freiberga of Latvia; and President 
Aleksander Kwasniewski of Poland. A tape 
was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks. 

Statement on the Death of Ted Williams 
July 5, 2002 

With the passing of Ted Williams, Amer-
ica lost a baseball legend. Whether serving 
the country in the Armed Forces or excel-
ling on the baseball diamond, Ted Williams 
demonstrated unique talent and love of 
country. He inspired young ballplayers 

across the Nation for decades, and we will 
always remember his persistence on the 
field and his courage off the field. Ted 
gave baseball some of its best seasons— 
and he gave his own best seasons to his 
country. He will be greatly missed. 

Exchange With Reporters in Kennebunkport, Maine 
July 6, 2002 

President’s Birthday Golf Outing 

The President. Good morning, everybody. 
Q. Happy birthday. 
The President. That’s the way we like 

it, up and early. 
Q. We do too. [Laughter] 

The President. Up and at ’em. Feeling 
a little older, if you know what I mean. 

David [David Gregory, NBC News], how 
are you, lad? 
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President’s Upcoming Vacation 
Q. All right. Sir, now that you’re a little 

older and wiser, are you rethinking avoiding 
spending all of August here? 

The President. No, I think—I think you’ll 
like Crawford. 

Former President Bush. It’s warmer 
there. 

Q. Do you have any words of wisdom 
for him on the vacation schedule? 

President’s Birthday Golf Outing 
Former President Bush. I’ve got words 

of wisdom for Eric. He ought to get out 
of there. 

The President. Get out of there, Eric. 
[Laughter] 
[At this point, the President continued to 
prepare for his golf outing.] 

Q. What does your hat say? 
The President. El Jefe. That’s French. 

[Laughter] 
Q. I was going to sing for you in another 

language. 
The President. Thank you, sir. That’s an 

inside joke. 
[The President continued his preparations.] 

Former President Bush. No laughing 
about the ladies’ tee. 

Q. Sir, what do you want for your birth-
day? 

The President. I don’t know yet. I haven’t 
thought about it. First of all, I’m glad— 
I’m glad my mother and wife remembered. 
[Laughter] 

[The President prepared to tee off.] 
The President. Yes, Mr. President. Nice, 

gentle applause rippling throughout the gal-
lery. 

See you in a couple hours—like 2. 

[The round of golf proceeded.] 
The President. I apologize. 
Q. Yes, right. 
The President. Miserable shot. 
Q. You didn’t have any idea where we 

were, either, did you? 
The President. It’s clear I didn’t have 

any idea where the ball was going—— 
Q. Mr. President, it’s up by the tree, 

sir. 
The President. Who kicked it under 

there? [Laughter] 
Q. David did. [Laughter] 
The President. I was just kidding about 

the French thing. [Laughter] 

NOTE: The exchange began at 6:15 a.m. at 
the Cape Arundel Golf Course. In his re-
marks, the President referred to White 
House Director of Photography Eric Draper. 
A tape was not available for verification of 
the content of this exchange. 

Remarks on the Situation in Afghanistan and an Exchange With Reporters 
in Kennebunkport 
July 6, 2002 

Assassination of Vice President Haji Abdul 
Qadir of Afghanistan 

The President. Today Vice President 
Qadir of Afghanistan was gunned down. 
The administration and our country mourns 
the loss of a man who desired freedom 
and stability for the country he loved. We 
have been in touch with Chairman Karzai, 

expressed our deepest condolences to the 
Chairman and the Government and people 
of Afghanistan, who lost a good and valued 
friend. 

The Afghan Government is in the proc-
ess of investigating who might have done 
this. And we are more resolved than ever 
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to bring stability to the country so that the 
Afghan people can have peace and hope. 

I’ll answer a couple of questions. 
Q. Mr. President, did you personally call 

Chairman Karzai? And what does this say 
about the ability of a new Government to 
form and actually succeed there, and what 
are your concerns? 

The President. No, I haven’t spoken to 
Chairman Karzai yet. I spoke to him yester-
day, interestingly enough, to express our 
condolences about the loss of life during 
the military action. He was talked to by 
a member of my national security team. 

I am confident and I believe Chairman 
Karzai is confident that with patience and 
with aid and with a proper strategy, that 
Afghanistan can develop into a peaceful and 
hopeful nation. 

Bombing of Afghan Civilians 
Q. Sir, what do you say to the Afghan 

people who are upset about the bombing 
of civilians? 

The President. Well, I say, you know, 
we’re investigating. I say ‘‘we.’’ Both the 
Afghanistan Government and the United 
States Government are investigating to find 
out the facts. But I can say to the Afghan 
people exactly what I told to Chairman 
Karzai, ‘‘Anytime innocent life is lost, we’re 
sad. Our country values life, all life, and 
we’ll find out what the facts are and then 
address it accordingly.’’ 

Assassination of Vice President Haji Abdul 
Qadir of Afghanistan 

Q. Can the United States or the FBI 
or someone help with the investigation of 
the assassination, or will they? 

The President. Well, we’ll find out. Right 
now the Afghan Government believes they 
can handle the investigation. There’s all 

kinds of scenarios as to how the—who 
killed him. But we’ll work closely with the 
Government if they want us to. 

Q. Sir, is there any sign that this kind 
of assassination may be connected to ter-
rorist groups who are trying to get more 
involved in the country? 

The President. It could be that. It could 
be drug lords. It could be longtime rivals. 
Who knows? All we know is a good man 
is dead, and we mourn his loss. 

All right, thank you all. Thanks. 

President’s Birthday 
Q. Birthday plans, sir? 
The President. Let’s see, settling in, a 

family lunch, may go for a run—it will be 
a mechanical run, however. 

Q. Why, not hot enough? 
The President. No, I wish I could get 

off the Point, but I think the agents will 
say today it’s probably best for me to stay 
on Walker’s Point. 

Let’s see, what else will be happening? 
Who knows? Maybe a surprise party. 
[Laughter] Other than that, just hanging 
out with my family, which is a wonderful 
gift unto itself. 

Thank you all. 
Q. What took you so long to play 18 

holes—just 2 hours and 10 minutes? 
The President. Well, I think it’s because 

I three-putted too many greens. [Laughter] 
Have a good day today. 
Q. Happy birthday, Mr. President. 
The President. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:36 a.m. at 
the Cape Arundel Golf Course. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Hamid 
Karzai of the Transitional Authority of Af-
ghanistan. 
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The President’s Radio Address 
July 6, 2002 

Good morning. This week, Americans are 
celebrating the 226th anniversary of our 
independence. On the Fourth of July, we 
count our blessings, and there are so many 
to count. 

We are thankful for the families that 
share our life in this land of liberty. We’re 
thankful for the opportunities given to us 
every day in this country. We are thankful 
for our freedom, the freedom declared by 
the Founding Fathers, defended by many 
generations, and granted to each one of 
us by Almighty God. 

Americans know that our country did not 
come about by chance. Our Nation was 
first designed as a colony, serving an em-
pire and answering to a king. The Founders 
had other things in mind. In the summer 
of 1776, they declared that these colonies 
‘‘are, and of Right ought to be Free and 
Independent States.’’ All Americans can 
draw a straight line from the free lives we 
lead today to that one moment when the 
world changed forever. 

From that day in 1776, freedom has had 
a home and a defender. Unlike any other 
country, America came into the world with 
a message for mankind—that all are created 
equal and all are meant to be free. 

There is no American race; there’s only 
an American creed. We believe in the dig-
nity and rights of every person. We believe 
in equal justice, limited government, and 
the rule of law, personal responsibility and 
tolerance toward others. This creed of free-
dom and equality has lifted the lives of 
millions of Americans, of citizens by birth 
and citizens by choice. This creed draws 
our friends to us, sets our enemies against 
us, and always inspires the best that is in 
us. 

In this 226th year of our independence, 
we have seen that American patriotism is 
still a living faith. We love our country only 
more when she is threatened. America is 

the most diverse Nation on Earth. Yet, in 
a moment we discovered again that we are 
a single people; we share the same alle-
giance; we live under the same flag; and 
when you strike one American, you strike 
us all. 

More than ever in the lifetimes of most 
Americans, our flag stands for a true united 
country. We’ve been united in our grief, 
and we are united in our resolve to protect 
our people and defeat the enemies of free-
dom. At this hour, more than 60,000 Amer-
ican troops are deployed around the world 
in the war against terror. Many of you have 
family members serving in the military. 
Wherever they are stationed, this Nation 
is depending on them, and you can be 
proud of them. 

America’s service men and women and 
our veterans know better than anyone that 
our love for country is shown in works. 
That spirit of service is alive and strong 
in America today. As we fight a war abroad, 
at home Americans are answering the call 
of service, giving their time and energy to 
causes greater than self-interest. This Na-
tion is confronting a terrible evil, and we 
are overcoming evil with good. 

Today, as much as ever before, America 
bears the hopes of the world. Yet, from 
the day of our founding, America’s own 
great hope has never been in ourselves 
alone. The Founders humbly sought the 
wisdom and the blessing of Divine Provi-
dence. May we always live by that same 
trust, and may God continue to watch over 
the United States of America. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:17 
a.m. on July 3 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
July 6. The transcript was made available by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on July 5 
but was embargoed for release until the 

1181 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00030 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.001 193761

July 6 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

broadcast. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript 
of this address. 

Statement on the Death of General Benjamin Oliver Davis, Jr. 
July 6, 2002 

Two days ago, on July 4th, America lost 
a true hero when General Benjamin Oliver 
Davis, Jr., died at Walter Reed Medical 
Center in Washington, DC. Throughout his 
career, General Davis served the cause of 
freedom with distinction and dignity. He 
will be sorely missed. On behalf of a grate-
ful nation, Laura and I send our condo-
lences to the Davis family. 

We will remember General Davis most 
for his leadership of the legendary 
Tuskegee Airmen during World War II. 
The segregated African American 332d 
Fighter Group flew more than 15,000 sor-
ties against the Nazi Luftwaffe, destroyed 
over 250 enemy aircraft, and never lost a 
single Allied plane flying under its escort 
protection. Davis’ leadership and the daz-
zling success of his Tuskegee Airmen con-
tributed greatly to the victory over fascism 
abroad—and to important victories over 

discrimination here at home, especially the 
desegregation of the armed services or-
dered by President Truman in 1948. 

The quiet courage, discipline, and high 
achievement of the Tuskegee Airmen sim-
ply mirrored the qualities that Benjamin 
Davis, Jr., demonstrated throughout his ca-
reer. A graduate of West Point, he was 
a recipient of the Silver Star and Distin-
guished Flying Cross and was the first Afri-
can American in the Air Force to earn a 
star. He retired with the rank of Lieutenant 
General and was awarded his fourth star 
after his retirement in 1998. His passing 
on the date of our Nation’s Independence 
underscores the independence and pride 
with which he served our Nation’s highest 
ideals. General Davis left our country bet-
ter than he found it and his legacy will 
endure for as long as Americans seek to 
protect—and perfect—our Union. 

Remarks on Presenting the Congressional Medal of Honor Posthumously 
to Captain Humbert Versace 
July 8, 2002 

Good afternoon, and welcome to the 
White House. It’s a—this is a special occa-
sion. I am honored to be a part of the 
gathering as we pay tribute to a true Amer-
ican patriot and a hero, Captain Humbert 
‘‘Rocky’’ Versace. 

Nearly four decades ago, his courage and 
defiance while being held captive in Viet-
nam cost him his life. Today it is my great 
privilege to recognize his extraordinary sac-

rifices by awarding him the Medal of 
Honor. 

I appreciate Secretary Anthony Principi, 
the Secretary from the Department of Vet-
eran Affairs, for being here. Thank you for 
coming, Tony. I appreciate Senator George 
Allen and Congressman Jim Moran. I want 
to thank Paul Wolfowitz, the Deputy Sec-
retary of Defense, and General Pete Pace, 
Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, Army 
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General Eric Shinseki—thank you for com-
ing, sir. I appreciate David Hicks being 
here. He’s the Deputy Chief of Chaplains 
for the United States Army. 

I want to thank the entire Versace family 
for coming, three brothers and a lot of 
relatives, brothers, Dick and Mike and 
Steve, who’s up here on the stage with 
me today. I appreciate the classmates and 
friends and supporters of Rocky for coming. 
I also want to thank the previous Medal 
of Honor recipients who are here with us 
today. That would be Harvey Barnum and 
Brian Thacker and Roger Donlon. Thank 
you all for coming. 

Rocky grew up in this area and attended 
Gonzaga College High School, right here 
in Washington, DC. One of his fellow sol-
diers recalled that Rocky was the kind of 
person you only had to know a few weeks 
before you felt like you’d known him for 
years. Serving as an intelligence adviser in 
the Mekong Delta, he quickly befriended 
many of the local citizens. He had that 
kind of personality. During his time there 
he was accepted into the seminary, with 
an eye toward eventually returning to Viet-
nam to be able to work with orphans. 

Rocky was also a soldier’s soldier, a West 
Point graduate, a Green Beret who lived 
and breathed the code of duty and honor 
and country. One of Rocky’s superiors said 
that the term ‘‘gung ho’’ fit him perfectly. 
Others remember his strong sense of moral 
purpose and unbending belief in his prin-
ciples. 

As his brother Steve once recalled, ‘‘If 
he thought he was right, he was a pain 
in the neck.’’ [Laughter] ‘‘If he knew he 
was right, he was absolutely atrocious.’’ 
[Laughter] 

When Rocky completed his 1-year tour 
of duty, he volunteered for another tour. 
And 2 weeks before his time was up, on 
October the 29th, 1963, he set out with 
several companies of South Vietnamese 
troops, planning to take out a Viet Cong 
command post. It was a daring mission and 

an unusually dangerous one for someone 
so close to going home to volunteer for. 

After some initial successes, a vastly larg-
er Viet Cong force ambushed and overran 
Rocky’s unit. Under siege and suffering 
from multiple bullet wounds, Rocky kept 
providing covering fire so that friendly 
forces could withdraw from the killing 
zone. 

Eventually, he and two other Americans, 
Lieutenant Nick Rowe and Sergeant Dan 
Pitzer, were captured, bound, and forced 
to walk barefoot to a prison camp deep 
within the jungle. For much of the next 
2 years, their home would be bamboo 
cages, 6 feet long, 2 feet wide, and 3 feet 
high. They were given little to eat and little 
protection against the elements. On nights 
when their netting was taken away, so many 
mosquitoes would swarm their shackled 
feet it looked like they were wearing black 
socks. 

The point was not merely to physically 
torture the prisoners but also to persuade 
them to confess to phony crimes and use 
their confessions for propaganda. But 
Rocky’s captors clearly had no idea who 
they were dealing with. Four times he tried 
to escape, the first time crawling on his 
stomach because his leg injuries prevented 
him from walking. He insisted on giving 
no more information than required by the 
Geneva Convention and cited the treaty, 
chapter and verse, over and over again. 

He was fluent in English, French, and 
Vietnamese and would tell his guards to 
go to hell in all three. Eventually the Viet 
Cong stopped using French and Viet-
namese in their indoctrination sessions, be-
cause they didn’t want the sentries or the 
villagers to listen to Rocky’s effective 
rebuttals to their propaganda. Rocky knew 
precisely what he was doing. By focusing 
his captors’ anger on him; he made life 
a measure more tolerable for his fellow 
prisoners, who looked to him as a role 
model of principled resistance. 

Eventually the Viet Cong separated 
Rocky from the other prisoners. Yet even 
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in separation, he continued to inspire them. 
The last time they heard his voice, he was 
singing ‘‘God Bless America’’ at the top 
of his lungs. 

On September the 26th, 1965, Rocky’s 
struggle ended with his execution. In his 
too short life, he traveled to a distant land 
to bring the hope of freedom to the people 
he never met. In his defiance and later 
his death, he set an example of extraor-
dinary dedication that changed the lives of 
his fellow soldiers who saw it firsthand. His 
story echoes across the years, reminding us 
of liberty’s high price and of the noble pas-
sion that caused one good man to pay that 
price in full. 

The President’s News Conference 
July 8, 2002 

The President. Good afternoon. I hope 
you all enjoyed your weekend in Maine 
as much as I did. And I hope our fellow 
Americans all enjoyed a Fourth of July 
weekend with their family and friends. And 
now it’s back to work. Congress is coming 
back into Washington, and they’ve got a 
lot of work ahead of them before the Au-
gust vacation. 

Congress has been making some impor-
tant progress, but it also has a lot of unfin-
ished business. I urge Congress to join me 
in advancing—join me in acting to achieve 
and advance three big goals: We need to 
win the war; we need to protect our home-
land; and we need to strengthen our econ-
omy. 

Winning the war and protecting the 
homeland requires a sustained national 
commitment. More than 100 days ago, I 
asked Congress to appropriate additional 
money to equip our Armed Forces and 
strengthen the security at our airports. Four 
months later, the Department of Defense 
and the new Transportation Security Ad-

Last Tuesday would have been Rocky’s 
65th birthday. So today we award Rocky— 
Rocky Versace the first Medal of Honor 
given to an Army POW for actions taken 
during captivity in Southeast Asia. We 
thank his family for so great a sacrifice. 
And we commit our country to always re-
member what Rocky gave to his fellow pris-
oners, to the people of Vietnam, and to 
the cause of freedom. 

Now, Major, please read the citation. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:07 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. Fol-
lowing the President’s remarks, Maj. Paul 
Montanus, USMC, Marine Corps Aide to the 
President, read the citation. 

ministration are still waiting for the money, 
and they’ll run out of operating funds 
maybe as soon as this week. Congress sim-
ply must fund our troops while they’re 
fighting a war, and Congress must provide 
the funds to improve security at our air-
ports. Further delay is intolerable; Congress 
has got to act. 

Congress must also pass the defense ap-
propriations for next year’s budget. The 
House has acted; the Senate must act. Our 
Nation is at war, and our budget priorities 
and actions need to reflect that reality. 
These bills are critical, and quick action 
on them does not and should not preclude 
simultaneous progress on other legislation. 

Creating more jobs and strengthening 
our economy are critical priorities. And 
Congress can act to create jobs by giving 
me trade promotion authority. Expanding 
trade means new jobs for American work-
ers. Congress has debated trade now for 
more than a year. It’s time to stop talking. 
It’s time to start acting. Congress should 
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act to create American jobs before it goes 
home for the August recess. 

And Congress should act to make us less 
dependent on foreign sources of energy. 
Congress has the opportunity to pass legis-
lation that gives America the energy policy 
it needs, one that makes us less dependent 
on foreign oil and promotes conservation. 
Reliable, affordable energy means more 
and better jobs. 

Another key element of economic growth 
is consumer and investor confidence in our 
markets and in the integrity of corporate 
America. And right now, that confidence 
has been shaken. Tomorrow in New York, 
I’ll outline tough new laws and actions to 
punish abuses, restore investor confidence, 
and protect the pensions of American work-
ers. We have a duty to every worker, share-
holder, and investor in America to punish 
the guilty, to close loopholes, and protect 
employee pensions; and we will. The House 
has acted on the pension reforms I pro-
posed in February and on the corporate 
responsibility proposals I made in March. 
It’s time for the Senate to act in an equally 
responsive manner. 

As Congress works on all this important 
legislation, it must keep a tight hand on 
taxpayers’ money. Excessive Government 
spending is a drag, or will be a drag, on 
our economy. Congress is moving forward 
on the proposal for the new Department 
of Homeland Security, and it is doing so 
with speed and skill and a constructive spir-
it of bipartisan cooperation. I hope the 
Congress will apply the same spirit to other 
important legislation. 

A safer and more prosperous America 
can also be a more compassionate country. 
The House has acted to encourage the 
charity and good works of private and reli-
gious groups throughout America. The 
House has also passed welfare reform that 
upholds the values of work and family. If 
the Senate acts, we will improve the lives 
of millions of our fellow citizens. 

I know that this is an election year, and 
both Republicans and Democrats will be 

focused on politics. That’s normal during 
an election year, but we must not be dis-
tracted from the important work that we 
share. It will take a lot of work and bipar-
tisan cooperation to get important legisla-
tion out of the Congress before they all 
go home to campaign. The agenda is full; 
the time is short; and the Nation is watch-
ing. 

In the coming weeks, I’ll continue to 
focus on pursuing the war and protecting 
the homeland and strengthening our econ-
omy. And I urge the Congress to join me 
in this unfinished business. 

Now I’ll be glad to answer some ques-
tions you have. Why don’t we start here, 
David [David Gregory, NBC News]? 

Corporate Responsibility 
Q. Mr. President, in the war on ter-

rorism, you made it very clear that it’s not 
just a matter of seeking justice for offend-
ers but also preventing another act of ter-
rorism against our country. So when it 
comes to corporate corruption, beyond call-
ing for tough penalties, what can you say 
to investors around the country about what 
this administration will do to prevent 
abuses from occurring in the future? 

The President. Well, let me start by tell-
ing you that I think by far the vast majority 
of CEOs in America are good, honorable, 
honest people who have nothing to hide 
and are willing to let the true facts speak 
for themselves. It’s the few that have 
stained the—that have created the stains 
that we must deal with. 

And tomorrow I’m going to talk about 
some specifics, and I’d rather save those 
for tomorrow. But let me just put it to 
you this way: We’ll vigorously pursue peo-
ple who break the law. And that’s what— 
and I think that will help restore con-
fidence to the American people. 

Q. And prevention, though? What 
about—how do you prevent this from hap-
pening again? 

The President. Well, David, there is a— 
listen, there had been a period of time 
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when everything seemed easy. Markets 
were roaring; capital was everywhere; and 
people forgot their responsibilities. And as 
you know—you’ve had to suffer through 
many of my speeches—but I have been 
calling for a renewed sense of responsibility 
in America. And that includes corporate re-
sponsibility, because I’m very worried about 
a country that has—that could conceivably 
lose confidence in the free enterprise sys-
tem. And I’m an avid backer of the free 
enterprise system, but I also understand 
that that requires trust. And we’ve had 
some destroy the trust of the American 
people, and we need to do something about 
it. 

In the future, starting—we start with 
calling on people’s—calling on people’s bet-
ter nature. And I’ll do some of that tomor-
row as well. 

Yes, Sandra [Sandra Sobieraj, Associated 
Press]. 

Smallpox Vaccine 
Q. Sir, the Government is stockpiling 

enough smallpox vaccine for every Amer-
ican, but is only planning right now to offer 
it to emergency and health care workers. 
Why shouldn’t every American be able to 
evaluate the health risks for themselves and 
then decide for themselves to get the vac-
cine? 

The President. Sandra, first of all, I 
haven’t made any decisions as to who’s 
going to be vaccinated or not. We’re look-
ing at all options. I think one concern that 
I can share with you is that if everybody 
received a vaccine, there are some who— 
to whom that vaccine might be fatal. And 
I worry about that. I worry about calling 
for a national vaccination program and that 
it could cause the loss of life. And so I’m 
looking at all options before I make up 
my mind. 

Yes; yes, sir. 

Harken Energy/2002 Election 
Q. Mr. President, the Democrats have 

signaled that they are going to make your 

behavior while a director at Harken an 
election-year issue. There’s an ad out today 
which is relatively new. I know you said 
this has been vetted before—I mean, I’ve 
heard that. But would you take on the 
charge that you were 8 months late with 
an $850,000 stock sale report? 

The President. First, let me take on the 
notion that people love to play politics. You 
know, you said the Democrats are going 
to attack me based upon Harken. That’s 
nothing new. That happened in 1994. I 
can’t remember if it happened in 1998 or 
not. It happened in 2000. I mean, this is 
recycled stuff. When I—[laughter]. Thank 
you. [Laughter] 

When I made the decision to sell, I filed 
what’s called a Form 144. I think you all 
have copies of the Form 144. It’s an inten-
tion to sell, and I did so. And—but as 
you said, this has been fully vetted. It has 
been looked at by the SEC. You’ve got 
the documents. You’ve got the finding 
where the guy said, ‘‘There is no case 
here.’’ And it’s just—the way I view it is, 
it’s old-style politics. And I guess that’s the 
way it’s going to be, but—— 

Q. Well, sir, if I might, on the question 
that the Form 4 was 8 months late, why 
was it? 

The President. You know, the important 
document was the 144, the intention to sell. 
That was the important document. I think 
you’ve got a copy of it. If you don’t, we’ll 
be glad to get you one that showed the 
intention to sell. 

As to why the Form 4 was late, I still 
haven’t figured it out completely. But nev-
ertheless, the SEC fully looked into the 
matter. They looked at all aspects of it, 
and they did so in a very thorough way. 
And the people that looked into it said 
there is no case. And that was the case 
in the early nineties; it was the case in 
the ’94 campaign; it was the case in the 
’98 campaign. The same thing happened 
in the 2000 campaign. I guess we’re going 
to have to go through this again in the 
2002 campaign, but nothing has changed. 
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And the nothing that changed was the fact 
that this was fully looked into by the SEC, 
and there’s no ‘‘there’’ there. 

Helen [Helen Thomas, Hearst News-
papers]. 

SEC Chairman Harvey Pitt 
Q. Mr. President—— 
The President. I’m working my way 

around, John [John Cochran, ABC News]. 
Q. ——in a way to clean up the cor-

porate world and start the reforms, Senator 
McCain is suggesting that you ask for the 
resignation of Harvey Pitt and says that he 
is inept and has had to recuse himself so 
many times in all these cases. What do 
you think? And are you 1,000 percent be-
hind him? 

The President. Very tricky. I support 
Harvey Pitt. Harvey Pitt has been fast to 
act. He’s been in office less than 12 
months, I think—I mean, he was—we sent 
him up to the Senate and was unanimously 
approved. I’m not exactly sure when the 
vote was. I guess it was about a year ago, 
and every Senator said aye on Harvey 
Pitt—‘‘aye’’ meaning that they thought he 
would do—they thought he was the right 
man for the job. And I still think he is. 

He is—in a quick period of time, he 
has taken 30 CEOs and directors to task 
by not allowing them to serve again on 
a board or serve in a CEO capacity of 
a company. He’s encouraged what they call 
disgorgement; in other words, if somebody 
has profited based upon malicious report-
ing, or whatever the lawyers call it—obvi-
ously trying to scam somebody—they had 
to give their money back. And he’s been 
very active on that. So I think Pitt’s doing 
a fine job. 

Former President Clinton/Harken Energy 
Q. Sir, you said, in your speech tomor-

row you’re going to talk about some of 
the excesses of the 1990s, when a lot of 
money was flying around, people were play-
ing a lot of games with money. 

The President. That’s right. 

Q. You weren’t President then; Bill Clin-
ton was President. Do you think in some 
way he contributed to that, set a moral 
tone in any way? 

The President. No. 
Q. Can I ask one more—[laughter]? 

You’d not like to expand on that? 
You were asked about the SEC and the 

Harken Energy Company. Democrats are 
saying, ‘‘Would you have the SEC release 
all the papers in connection with that to 
end all the questions? Would you tell the 
SEC, Mr. Pitt, to release those papers?’’ 

The President. This is old politics, John. 
This has been around for a long time. In 
the early nineties, key members of Con-
gress asked for relevant documents from 
the SEC on this case. They were given 
the documents. You’ve seen the relevant 
documents. 

And I want to remind you all that I 
sold the stock at 4, and 14 months later— 
the holding period for capital gains, I think, 
was 12 months in those days—the person 
who bought my stock could have sold it 
for 8, could have doubled his or her money. 

Q. Mr. President, you’ve said that you 
didn’t know, when you sold your Harken 
stock, that the company was going to re-
state its earnings. As a member of its audit 
committee, how could you not know that 
its earnings had not been properly ac-
counted for? 

The President. Because that fact—that 
fact came up after I sold the stock. And 
the SEC fully looked into this. All these 
questions that you’re asking were looked 
into by the SEC. And again, I repeat to 
you, the summary, which I think you’ve 
seen—I hope you’ve seen it; if not, we’ll 
be glad to get it to you—said there was 
no case there. 

Yes—working my way down there. 

Usama bin Laden 
Q. Mr. President, first of all, my apology 

for not having the tie, because I have this 
Indian summer suit today. [Laughter] 
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The President. That’s okay. Therefore, 
you don’t get to ask a question. [Laughter] 

Q. And second, sir, happy birthday. We 
share the—were born the same day. 

The President. Thank you. That’s a fine 
question. [Laughter] 

Q. My question is, sir, that we did a 
survey at India Globe and Asia Today, 
around the United States among the In-
dian-American community and also in India 
and the Indian Government. They all sup-
port your stand against fighting against ter-
rorism. But the question is, sir, are you 
going to find Usama bin Laden before the 
first anniversary of September 11th? 

The President. Well, that’s an inter-
esting—his question is about Usama bin 
Laden. We haven’t heard from him in a 
long time. I don’t know if the man’s living 
or the man’s dead. But one thing is for 
certain: The war on terror is a lot bigger 
than one person. And as I told the Amer-
ican people, this is going to be a long 
and—long struggle. And we’re making good 
progress. We’re rounding people up slowly 
but surely. We’re disrupting networks. But 
this is—and these are like international 
criminals, is what they act like. They kind 
of hide and order things up and then hide 
again. And we’re just patiently hunting 
them down. And whether or not Usama 
bin Laden is alive or not, I don’t know. 

Mike [Mike Allen, Washington Post]. 

Harken Energy 
Q. Sir? 
Q. Mr. President, if I may walk you—— 
The President. If you’d have worn a tie, 

you could have had a followup. [Laughter] 
Q. If I may ask a question from just 

before the sale of stock that you men-
tioned, could you please explain your role 
when you were on the board of Harken 
Oil in the sale of 1989 of its Aloha Petro-
leum subsidiary, which later caused the 
SEC to require Harken to restate its earn-
ings? The sale has been described as cre-
ating a phantom profit to hide large losses. 
How did you see it, sir? And do you think 

that this transaction hurts your credibility 
on corporate responsibility? 

The President. Mike, Mike, this and all 
matters that related to Harken were fully 
looked into by the SEC. And in this case, 
the system worked. There was a honest dif-
ference of opinion as to how to account 
for a complicated transaction. And that’s 
what—you’re going to find that in different 
corporations. Sometimes the rules aren’t as 
specific as one would expect. And there-
fore, the accountants and the auditors make 
a decision. And it is the SEC’s role to make 
the determination as to whether or not the 
accounting procedure used in this particular 
instance was proper or not. 

And—let me finish. And they made the 
decision that Harken ought to restate some 
earnings, which Harken did. And that’s how 
the system is supposed to work. 

John [John King, Cable News Network]. 
Q. If I may ask you, right before the 

accounting, the sale, itself, of the sub-
sidiary—did you favor that? Were you in-
volved—— 

The President. Mike, you need to look 
back on the directors’ minutes. But all I 
can tell you is, is that in the corporate 
world, sometimes things aren’t exactly black 
and white when it comes to accounting pro-
cedures. And the SEC’s job is to look and 
is to determine whether or not—whether 
or not—whether or not the decision by the 
auditors was the appropriate decision. And 
they did look, and they decided that earn-
ings ought to be restated, and the company 
did so immediately upon the SEC’s finding. 

Yes, John. 

Corporate Responsibility 
Q. Sir, in that SEC investigation, you 

waived attorney-client privilege so that the 
SEC could question Harken attorneys and 
your personal attorneys about your dealings. 
In light of that, do you think it is appro-
priate today, given the fact that you say 
investors are nervous about the markets, 
for senior executives of these companies 
to go before Congress and invoke the fifth 
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amendment and refuse to discuss their 
dealings in controversial—and on a related 
point, one of the differences right now be-
tween the administration and the Senate 
bill on corporate responsibility is the Sar-
banes proposal to have this independent 
board, appointed by the SEC, police the 
accounting industry. You have opposed that 
so far. Are you prepared today to endorse 
that? 

The President. Well, let me—I’ll give you 
my opinion on that. Look, I think people, 
obviously, if they’re called up, ought to tell 
what they know. But lawyers have different 
opinions. And these people are listening to 
the advice of their counsels. 

Q. Does it hurt the very market con-
fidence you’re—— 

The President. Well, I think what hurts 
the market confidence is the—in the recent 
cases, was the inflated numbers. And so 
people look at balance sheets and wonder 
if they’re real. 

And now, as to the Sarbanes bill, we 
share the same goals, and I’m confident 
we can get a good piece of legislation out 
of the Congress. I too called for an inde-
pendent board. My concern in the Sarbanes 
bill is that there’s overlapping jurisdiction, 
which will make it harder to enforce rules 
and regulations, not easier. If you have 
overlapping jurisdiction, it creates confusion 
as to who is in charge of what. But I’m 
confident we can work that out. I am. 

Yes, David [David Sanger, New York 
Times]. We’re skipping around there. 

Q. Mr. President, you—— 
The President. Nice tie, though. [Laugh-

ter] 
Q. Hope I’m going to get a question. 

[Laughter] 

Situation in the Middle East 
Q. You gave your speech on the Mideast 

nearly 2 weeks ago now. And after your 
previous speech on the Mideast, you re-
peatedly called on the Israelis to withdraw 
from the West Bank. You made a brief 
allusion to that in this most recent speech. 

You haven’t discussed it since. And of 
course, they’re still there. Should they take 
your silence as an indication that they 
should stay where they are, or that they 
should stay there while Yasser Arafat is still 
in power? 

The President. David, I said in my 
speech, ‘‘as security improves.’’ I also will 
call upon the Israelis, as security improves, 
to allow for more freedom of movement 
by the Palestinian people. 

At the same time, we’re working to begin 
the reforms necessary amongst the Palestin-
ians to create enough confidence in all par-
ties so that security will improve as well. 
Burns—Under Secretary Burns was re-
cently there in the Middle East. He’s back 
to report this week. Colin Powell will be 
following up on his meetings. 

And I haven’t had the briefing yet, but 
I believe some progress is being made to-
ward the institutions that I talked about 
that are necessary for a Palestinian state 
to emerge which will give us all confidence 
in its ability to fight off terrorist activities, 
in its ability to receive international aid 
without stealing the money, its ability to 
develop a judiciary. And what’s very impor-
tant in the Middle East, Dave, is that those 
institutions evolve and grow so that the true 
will of the Palestinian people can be re-
flected in the government and that the in-
stitutions grow and evolve so that there’s, 
in fact, separation of power, so that all 
hopes of the Palestinians don’t rest on one 
person. And I believe we’re making some 
progress there. 

Go ahead. Followup on Dave. 
Q. With security at its current state, do 

I understand you correctly to be saying, 
if things are in its current state, you’re per-
fectly comfortable to have the Israelis 
where they are? 

The President. I would hope that every-
body got the message that we all have re-
sponsibilities to fight off terrorist attacks. 

Yes, Ed [Ed Chen, Los Angeles Times]. 
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Bringing Terrorists to Justice 
Q. Good afternoon. Since shortly after 

September 11, you said that you would like 
to see Usama bin Laden, dead or alive. 
But you’ve also said that America is after 
justice and not revenge. 

The President. Right. 
Q. Could you please tell us, to your way 

of thinking, what is the difference? 
The President. Between justice and re-

venge? I think it’s a difference of attitude. 
I mean, I seek justice for the deaths done 
to American people. And it’s—you can be 
tough and seek justice, Ed. And you can 
be disciplined and focused and seek justice. 
But it’s a frame of mind. We don’t take— 
we take lives when we have to, to protect 
the people and to hold people accountable 
for killing thousands. That’s how I look at 
it. 

Ed, and then Jim [Jim Angle, Fox News], 
and then Tie Man [Ken Bazinet, New York 
Daily News]. 

Q. Thank you. 

Regime Change in Iraq 
Q. Yes, Mr. President, thank you. We 

continue to see reports on the state of plan-
ning to get rid of Saddam Hussein in Iraq. 
I know it’s unlikely that you’ll share any 
details with us, though we’d be delighted 
to hear them, sir—— 

The President. Somebody else thinks they 
are, evidently. [Laughter] 

Q. But I wonder, Mr. President, regard-
less of when or how, is it your firm inten-
tion to get rid of Saddam Hussein in 
Iraq—— 

The President. Yes. 
Q. ——and how hard do you think it 

will be? 
The President. It’s the stated policy of 

this Government to have regime change. 
And it hasn’t changed. And we’ll use all 
tools at our disposal to do so. 

I actually didn’t read the whole story 
about somebody down there at level five 
flexing some know-how muscle, but there’s 
all kind—listen, I recognize there’s specula-

tion out there. But people shouldn’t specu-
late about the desire of the Government 
to have a regime change. And there’s ways, 
different ways to do it. 

Q. How involved are you in the planning, 
sir? We know that you meet with General 
Franks. You meet with Rumsfeld to talk 
about this. How involved are you? 

The President. I’m involved. I mean, I’m 
involved in the military planning, diplo-
matic planning, financial planning, all as-
pects of—reviewing all the tools at my dis-
posal. And—but in my remarks to Amer-
ican people, I remind them I’m a patient 
person and there’s a—but I do firmly be-
lieve that the world will be safer and more 
peaceful if there’s a regime change in that 
Government. 

And Tie Man. Let me see, you are— 
[laughter]—I don’t have my—‘‘no name,’’ 
it says. Never mind. [Laughter] 

Q. Tie Man is fine. 
The President. Thank you. 

SEC Chairman Harvey Pitt 
Q. Thank you. And I thank you for the 

compliment. Earlier you signaled your 
staunch support for Harvey Pitt, sir. On 
August 8th, his 1 year will have come up, 
and he will no longer have to recuse him-
self. Do you think that he should volun-
tarily recuse himself after that point? 
Would that be appropriate? 

The President. I think Harvey Pitt was 
put in place to clean up a mess, and he’s 
working hard to do that. It’s an amazing 
town, where the man barely got his uni-
form on, barely had a chance to perform, 
and now, for whatever reason, people think 
he ought to move on, the very ones who 
voted for him. And I would ask them to 
look at his record. And I’m going to—since 
I’m the decisionmaker, I’m going to give 
him a chance to continue to perform. 

Elisabeth [Elisabeth Bumiller, New York 
Times]. 

Q. Mr. President—— 
The President. Your name is not 

Elisabeth. 
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Harken Energy 
Q. Thank you. The accounting proce-

dures at Harken and Aloha have been com-
pared to what went on at Enron. Would 
you agree with that? 

The President. No. 
Q. Why not, sir? 
The President. Well, again, this is—there 

was no malfeance involved. This was a hon-
est disagreement about accounting proce-
dures. And the SEC took a good look at 
it and decided that the procedures used 
by the auditors and the accounting firm 
needed to—were not the right procedure 
in this particular case or the right ruling 
and, therefore, asked Harken to restate 
earnings, which it did. I mean, that’s the 
way the SEC works. That’s the proper role 
of an oversight group. 

There was no malfeance, no attempt to 
hide anything. It was just a accounting firm 
making a decision, along with the corporate 
officers, as to how to account for a complex 
transaction. 

Q. Can I follow that up, sir? 
The President. No.
Yes, Ken [Ken Walsh, U.S. News & 

World Report]. 

Corporate Responsibility 
Q. Yes, Mr. President, to put your 

speech tomorrow in a larger context, at the 
turn of the last century, Theodore Roo-
sevelt complained about what he called the 
‘‘malefactors of great wealth.’’ And he 
asked, in a very famous speech: ‘‘Who shall 
rule this country, the people, or’’ what he 
called ‘‘those who hide behind the breast-
works of corporate organizations?’’ I won-
der if you feel this era is comparable to 
that one, and if you feel you should re-
spond as aggressively as Roosevelt did to 
corporate corruption? 

The President. Well, of course, he was 
referring to trusts. I’m referring to a lapse 
of ethics, people forgetting the fact that 
they represent things other than their own 
compensation packages, however inflated 

they may be, that they have a responsibility 
to employees and shareholders. 

And I am—I also understand how tender 
the free enterprise system can be. If people 
lose confidence in the system, it will be 
hard to attract capital in the markets. And 
that’s one reason I’ve reacted so steadily 
against what I have seen. And I don’t like 
it a bit, and I’m going to talk about it 
tomorrow. 

David asked an interesting question 
about how do you prevent things in the 
future. It’s like asking how do you—if 
somebody has—doesn’t have that ethical 
compass, they’ll find ways to cut corners. 
There are ways that people should hold 
people accountable. I mean, investors need 
to be—pay attention. There are investor 
groups that will do that. Obviously, boards 
of directors need to hold CEOs account-
able. But if you get a bunch of people 
together that have no sense of ethics, 
you’re going to get this kind of behavior. 
And so then what the Government must 
do—and it’s a legitimate role of Govern-
ment—is to step in and hold people ac-
countable. 

Corporate Tax Returns 
Q. Mr. President, one way to establish 

or restore investor confidence being floated 
right now is making public the tax returns 
of corporations. Would you favor that pol-
icy? 

The President. Making public? I’d need 
to look at that. I’ll take a look at that. 

Q. Mr. President—— 
The President. Hillman [G. Robert 

Hillman, Dallas Morning News]. 

Civil Rights 
Q. Yes, Mr. President. The NAACP is 

meeting this week in Houston, as you prob-
ably know. And there’s been some criticism 
that you’ve not attended their convention 
since the 2000 campaign. How would you 
respond to that and respond generally to 
suggestions from some critics that your civil 
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rights record in the administration is not 
a stellar one? 

The President. Let’s see. There I was, 
sitting around the leader with—the table 
with foreign leaders, looking at Colin 
Powell and Condi Rice. 

Yes. 

Anti-Semitism/Situation in the Middle East 
Q. Mr. President, on the Middle East, 

a followup. Realistically, can anything be 
accomplished in the Middle East before the 
Palestinian elections? And does the White 
House have anything to say about the rise 
of anti-Semitism which is sweeping Eu-
rope? Are you concerned that that could 
spread to this country? 

The President. We’re concerned about 
anti-Semitism anywhere. 

And yes, progress can be made. We can 
help write—encourage the writing of a new 
constitution, the reformulation of security 
forces, prepare aid packages that will be 
disbursed if there is transparency. So 
progress can be made until the elections. 

Pension Reform 
Q. Mr. President, how do you respond 

to the criticism that your administration, 
and you particularly, are more interested 
in protecting the interests of corporate 
America than the needs of ordinary Ameri-
cans? 

The President. What I’m interested in 
protecting is the confidence of all Ameri-
cans in the marketplace, so that people feel 
comfortable investing, because investment 
means jobs; and so that people feel com-
fortable that their savings plans and pension 
plans are protected. That’s why I put out 
the pension reform package. 

Remember, in February I laid out a pen-
sion reform package. And in March I laid 
out 10 steps for good corporate governance, 
and I’m waiting for Congress to act. And 
it’s been a while; but listen, I’m a believer 
in the free enterprise system. But I’m also 
a strong believer in holding people account-
able when they betray the trust of employ-

ees and shareholders, and that’s exactly 
what we’re going to do. 

Yes, Anne [Anne Kornblut, Boston 
Globe]. 

Regime Change in Iraq 
Q. On Iraq, can the American people 

expect that by the end of your first term 
you will have effected a regime change in 
Iraq, one way or another? And by the same 
token—— 

The President. That’s hypothetical. 
Q. But can the American people expect 

that? Should they expect that? 
The President. That’s a hypothetical ques-

tion. They can expect me not to answer 
hypothetical questions. 

Q. On Usama bin Laden, does your 
promise still—— 

The President. On sensitive subjects. 
[Laughter] 

War on Terrorism 
Q. Sir, on Usama bin Laden, does your 

promise still hold that he will be caught, 
dead or alive, at some point? 

The President. What? Say that again? 
Q. Does your promise on—or your goal 

of catching Usama bin Laden dead or alive, 
does that still stand? 

The President. I don’t know if he is dead 
or alive, for starters, so I’m going to answer 
your question with a hypothetical. Usama 
bin Laden, he may be alive. If he is, we’ll 
get him. If he’s not alive, we got him. 
[Laughter] 

But the issue is bigger than one person. 
That’s what I keep trying to explain to the 
American people. We’re talking about net-
works that need to be disrupted, plans that 
need to be stopped. These people are cold-
blooded killers. They’re interested in killing 
innocent Americans, still. And therefore, we 
will continue to pursue them. 

And I understand the frustrations of this 
war. Everybody wants to be a war cor-
respondent. They want to go out there and 
see the tanks moving across the plains or 
the airplanes flying in formation and—but 
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that’s not the way this war is going to be 
fought all the time. There’s a lot of actions 
that take place that you’ll never see. And 
there’s—and some of it, hopefully, will con-
tinue to take place as a result of the actions 
of our friends, such as that which took 
place in the Philippines. Abu Sayyaf—the 
leader, evidently, was killed by Philippine 
troops. And that’s positive. That’s a positive 
development. 

We’re constantly working with nations 
that might become havens for terrorists, to 
make sure that there’s no place for them 
to bunch up or train or to—and it’s—and 
we’re making progress. But it’s a long jour-
ney, and that’s what people have got to 
know. 

Press Secretary Ari Fleischer. Final ques-
tion. 

Securities and Exchange Commission 
Q. Mr. President, you mentioned that 

sometimes the accounting laws are just too 
difficult to calculate. 

The President. No, I said sometimes 
there’s differences—a ability to interpret 
one way or the other. 

Q. But isn’t that—wouldn’t that provide 
a handy excuse to some of the folks who 
are involved in these scandals today, who 
say, ‘‘Well, internally we had——’’ 

The President. Sure. Sure, it becomes a 
handy excuse. But good prosecutors and 
a strong SEC will determine the difference 
between what becomes a handy excuse by 
somebody willing to defraud and somebody 
who has just a difference of opinion. And 
that’s the difference. And that’s the role 
of the SEC, and that’s why the SEC has 
to be strengthened. 

And tomorrow I’ll call for a stronger 
SEC, more investigators and more budget. 
But that’s precisely what the role of the 

SEC is, and that’s what it does. I know 
the Democrats are trying to divert attention 
from the major goal. And I hope they— 
I hope we can work together to get good 
legislation out. The important thing is to 
restore confidence to the economy, and we 
can. But—go ahead. 

Q. I just wonder if you think then that 
some of the companies that are in play 
today in terms of scandal could actually 
be places where the accounting was 
just—— 

The President. Could be. It could be. 
It’s not my role to judge, or the Congress’s 
role to judge. It is the SEC’s role to judge. 
And that’s why we need a strong and vi-
brant SEC, to make those judgments. But 
I think it’s pretty clear when somebody is 
trying to defraud. And it’s—when you’ve 
got an error of $3.4 billion, I think it was, 
it’s a pretty clear indication that something 
might be there. But everybody ought to 
have their day in court. We ought not to 
rush to judgment on every single case that 
comes up. And the SEC ought to do its 
job and do it well. 

Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference 
began at 5 p.m. in the James S. Brady Brief-
ing Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Usama bin Laden, 
leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organization; 
Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern 
Affairs William J. Burns; and Abu Sabaya, 
a leader of the Abu Sayyaf terrorist group 
who was killed June 21 by Philippine military 
forces. Reporters referred to Chairman 
Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Authority; 
Gen. Tommy R. Franks, USA, commander 
in chief, U.S. Central Command; and Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 
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Remarks on Corporate Responsibility in New York City 
July 9, 2002 

Thank you all. Thank you very much for 
that warm welcome. I’m pleased to be back 
in New York City. New York City is a 
unique symbol of America’s creativity and 
character and resilience. In the last 10 
months, New Yorkers have shown a watch-
ing world the true spirit of your city, a 
spirit that honors the loss, remembers its 
heroes, and goes forward with determina-
tion and with confidence. The people of 
this city are writing one of the greatest 
chapters in our Nation’s history, and all 
Americans are proud of New York. 

I’ve come to the financial capital of the 
world to speak of a serious challenge to 
our financial markets and to the confidence 
on which they rest. The misdeeds now 
being uncovered in some quarters of cor-
porate America are threatening the finan-
cial well-being of many workers and many 
investors. At this moment, America’s great-
est economic need is higher ethical stand-
ards, standards enforced by strict laws and 
upheld by responsible business leaders. 

The lure of heady profits of the late 
1990s spawned abuses and excesses. With 
strict enforcement and higher ethical stand-
ards, we must usher in a new era of integ-
rity in corporate America. 

I want to thank Bill for his introduction. 
There’s nothing like being recycled. 
[Laughter] But thanks for having me, and 
I’m honored to meet your family and Uncle 
Jack. [Laughter] 

I appreciate very much Secretary O’Neill 
and Secretary Evans traveling with me 
today. I want to thank the members of 
the New York delegation, Senators 
Schumer and Clinton as well as Congress-
man Fossella and Congressman Rangel. I 
appreciate so very much the mayor—my 
friend the mayor for being here to greet 
me as I came in on the chopper. Thank 
you, Mr. Mayor, and thanks for the great 
job you’re doing for New York. 

I’m honored that Cardinal Egan is here. 
And I appreciate so very much seeing John 
Whitehead, the chairman of the Lower 
Manhattan Development Corporation. And 
thank you all for coming as well. 

The American economy, our economy, 
is built on confidence—the conviction that 
our free enterprise system will continue to 
be the most powerful and most promising 
in the world. That confidence is well-
placed. After all, American technology is 
the most advanced in the world. Our uni-
versities attract the talent of the world. Our 
workers and ranchers and farmers can com-
pete with anybody in the world. Our society 
rewards hard work and honest ambition, 
bringing people to our shores from all 
around the world who share those values. 
The American economy is the most creative 
and enterprising and productive system 
ever devised. 

We can be confident because America 
is taking every necessary step to fight and 
win the war on terror. We are reorganizing 
the Federal Government to protect the 
homeland. We are hunting down the terror-
ists who seek to sow chaos. My commit-
ment and the commitment of our Govern-
ment is total. We will not relent until the 
coldblooded killers are found, disrupted, 
and defeated. 

We can be confident because of the 
amazing achievements of American workers 
and entrepreneurs. In spite of all that hap-
pened last year, from the economic slow-
down to the terrorist attack, worker produc-
tivity has grown by 4.2 percent over the 
last four quarters. In the first quarter of 
2002, the economy grew at an annual rate 
exceeding 6 percent. Though there’s much 
work left to do, American workers have 
defied the pessimists and laid the founda-
tion for a sustained recovery. 

We can be confident because we’re pur-
suing pro-growth reforms in Washington, 
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DC. Last year we passed the biggest tax 
cut in a generation, which encouraged job 
creation and boosted consumer spending at 
just the right time. For the sake of long-
term growth, I’m asking Congress to make 
the tax reductions permanent. I’m asking 
Congress to join me to promote free trade, 
which will open new markets and create 
better jobs and spur innovation. I ask Con-
gress to work with me to pass a terrorism 
insurance bill, to give companies the secu-
rity they need to expand and to build. And 
I will insist on—and if need be, enforce— 
discipline in Federal spending, so we can 
meet our national priorities without under-
mining our economy. 

We have much to be confident about 
in America. Yet our economy and our coun-
try need one more kind of confidence, con-
fidence in the character and conduct of 
all of our business leaders. 

The American economy today is rising, 
while faith in the fundamental integrity of 
American business leaders is being under-
mined. Nearly every week brings better 
economic news and a discovery of fraud 
and scandal, problems long in the making 
but now coming to light. We’ve learned 
of some business leaders obstructing justice 
and misleading clients, falsifying records, 
business executives breaching the trust and 
abusing power. We’ve learned of CEOs 
earning tens of millions of dollars in bo-
nuses just before their companies go bank-
rupt, leaving employees and retirees and 
investors to suffer. The business pages of 
American newspapers should not read like 
a scandal sheet. 

The vast majority of business men and 
women are honest. They do right by their 
employees and their shareholders. They do 
not cut ethical corners, and their work 
helps create an economy which is the envy 
of the world. 

Yet high-profile acts of deception have 
shaken people’s trust. Too many corpora-
tions seem disconnected from the values 
of our country. These scandals have hurt 
the reputations of many good and honest 

companies. They have hurt the stock mar-
ket. And worst of all, they are hurting mil-
lions of people who depend on the integrity 
of businesses for their livelihood and their 
retirement, for their peace of mind and 
their financial well-being. 

When abuses like this begin to surface 
in the corporate world, it is time to reaffirm 
the basic principles and rules that make 
capitalism work, truthful books and honest 
people and well-enforced laws against fraud 
and corruption. All investment is an act 
of faith, and faith is earned by integrity. 
In the long run, there’s no capitalism with-
out conscience; there is no wealth without 
character. 

And so again today I’m calling for a new 
ethic of personal responsibility in the busi-
ness community, an ethic that will increase 
investor confidence, will make employees 
proud of their companies, and again regain 
the trust of the American people. 

Our Nation’s most respected business 
leaders, including many gathered here 
today, take this ethic very seriously. The 
Business Roundtable, the New York Stock 
Exchange, the NASDAQ have all proposed 
guidelines to improve corporate conduct 
and transparency. These include require-
ments that independent directors compose 
the majority of the company’s board, that 
all members of audit, nominating, and com-
pensation committees be independent, and 
that all stock option plans be approved by 
the shareholders. I call on all the stock 
markets to adopt these sensible reforms, 
these commonsense reforms, as soon as 
possible. 

Self-regulation is important, but it’s not 
enough. Government cannot remove risk 
from investment—I know that—or chance 
from the market. But Government can do 
more to promote transparency and ensure 
that risks are honest, and Government can 
ensure that those who breach the trust of 
the American people are punished. 

Bold, well-considered reforms should de-
mand integrity without stifling innovation 
and economic growth. From the antitrust 
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laws of the 19th century to the S&L re-
forms of recent times, America has tackled 
financial problems when they appeared. 
The actions I’m proposing follow in this 
tradition and should be welcomed by every 
honest company in America. 

First, we will use the full weight of the 
law to expose and root out corruption. My 
administration will do everything in our 
power to end the days of cooking the 
books, shading the truth, and breaking our 
laws. 

Today, by Executive order, I create a 
new Corporate Fraud Task Force, headed 
by the Deputy Attorney General, which will 
target major accounting fraud and other 
criminal activity in corporate finance. The 
task force will function as a financial crimes 
SWAT team, overseeing the investigation 
of corporate abusers and bringing them to 
account. 

I’m also proposing tough new criminal 
penalties for corporate fraud. This legisla-
tion would double the maximum prison 
terms for those convicted of financial fraud 
from 5 to 10 years. Defrauding investors 
is a serious offense, and the punishment 
must be as serious as the crime. I ask Con-
gress to strengthen the ability of SEC in-
vestigators to temporarily freeze improper 
payments to corporate executives and to 
strengthen laws that prevent the destruc-
tion of corporate documents in order to 
hide crimes. 

Second, we’re moving corporate account-
ing out of the shadows, so the investing 
public will have a true and fair and timely 
picture of assets and liabilities and income 
of publicly traded companies. Greater 
transparency will expose bad companies 
and, just as importantly, protect the reputa-
tions of the good ones. 

To expose corporate corruption, I asked 
Congress 4 months ago for funding to place 
100 new enforcement personnel in the 
SEC. And I call on Congress to act quickly 
on this request. Today I announce my ad-
ministration is asking Congress for an addi-
tional $100 million in the coming year to 

give the SEC the officers and the tech-
nology it needs to enforce the law. If more 
scandals are hiding in corporate America, 
we must find and expose them now, so 
we can begin rebuilding the confidence of 
our people and the momentum of our mar-
kets. 

I’ve also proposed a 10-point account-
ability plan for American business, designed 
to provide better information to share-
holders, set clear responsibility for cor-
porate officers, and develop a stronger, 
more independent auditing system. This 
plan is ensuring that the SEC takes aggres-
sive and affirmative action. 

Corporate officers who benefit from false 
accounting statements should forfeit all 
money gained by their fraud. An executive 
whose compensation is tied to his com-
pany’s performance makes more money 
when his company does well. That’s fine, 
and that’s fair when the accounting is 
aboveboard. Yet when a company uses de-
ception, deception accounting to hide re-
ality, executives should lose all their com-
pensation—all their compensation gained 
by the deceit. 

Corporate leaders who violate the public 
trust should never be given that trust again. 
The SEC should be able to punish cor-
porate leaders who are convicted of abusing 
their powers by banning them from ever 
serving again as officers or directors of a 
publicly held corporation. If an executive 
is guilty of outright fraud, resignation is 
not enough. Only a ban on serving at the 
top of another company will protect other 
shareholders and employees. 

My accountability plan also requires 
CEOs to personally vouch for their firms’ 
annual financial statements. Currently, a 
CEO signs a nominal certificate and does 
so merely on behalf of the company. In 
the future, the signature of the CEO 
should also be his or her personal certifi-
cation of the veracity and fairness of the 
financial disclosures. When you sign a state-
ment, you’re pledging your word, and you 
should stand behind it. 
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And because the shareholders of America 
need confidence in financial disclosures 
right away, the SEC has ordered the lead-
ers of nearly 1,000 large public companies 
to certify that the financial information they 
submitted in the last year was fair and it 
was accurate. 

I’ve also called on the SEC to adopt 
new rules to ensure that auditors will be 
independent and not compromised by con-
flicts of interest. 

The House of Representatives has passed 
needed legislation to encourage trans-
parency and accountability in American 
businesses. The Senate also needs to act 
quickly and responsibly, so I can sign a 
good bill into law. 

Third, my administration will guard the 
interests of small investor and pension 
holders. More than 80 million Americans 
own stock, and many of them are new to 
the market. Buying stock gives them an 
opportunity to build wealth over the long 
term, and this is the very kind of respon-
sible investment we must promote in 
America. To encourage stock ownership, we 
must make sure that analysts give honest 
advice and pension plans treat workers fair-
ly. 

Stock analysts should be trusted advisers, 
not salesmen with a hidden agenda. We 
must prevent analysts from touting weak 
companies because they happen to be cli-
ents of their own firm for underwriting or 
merger advice. This is a flat-out conflict 
of interest, and we’ll aggressively enforce 
new SEC rules against this practice, rules 
which take effect today. 

And the stock markets should make sure 
that the advice analysts give and the terms 
they use have real meaning to investors. 
‘‘Buy’’ should not be the only word in an 
analyst’s vocabulary, and they should never 
say ‘‘hold’’ when they really mean ‘‘sell.’’ 

Small investors should also not have to 
have the deck stacked against them when 
it comes to managing their own retirement 
funds. My pension reform proposal would 
treat corporate executives the same as 

workers during so-called blackout periods, 
when employees are prohibited from trad-
ing in their own accounts. What’s fair for 
the workers is fair for the bosses. 

My reform proposal gives workers quar-
terly information about their investments. 
It expands workers’ access to sound invest-
ment advice and allows them to diversify 
out of company stock. 

The House has passed these measures. 
I urge the Senate to do the same. Tougher 
laws and stricter requirements will help; it’ll 
help. 

Yet ultimately, the ethics of American 
business depend on the conscience of 
America’s business leaders. We need men 
and women of character, who know the 
difference between ambition and destruc-
tive greed, between justified risk and irre-
sponsibility, between enterprise and fraud. 

Our schools of business must be prin-
cipled teachers of right and wrong and not 
surrender to moral confusion and rel-
ativism. Our leaders of business must set 
high and clear expectations of conduct, 
demonstrated by their own conduct. Re-
sponsible business leaders do not jump ship 
during hard times. Responsible leaders do 
not collect huge bonus packages when the 
value of their company dramatically de-
clines. Responsible leaders do not take 
home tens of millions of dollars in com-
pensation as their companies prepare to file 
for bankruptcy, devastating the holdings of 
their investors. 

Everyone in a company should live up 
to high standards, but the burden of leader-
ship rightly belongs to the chief executive 
officer. CEOs set the ethical direction for 
their companies. They set a moral tone by 
the decisions they make, the respect they 
show their employees, and their willingness 
to be held accountable for their actions. 
They set a moral tone by showing their 
disapproval of other executives who bring 
discredit to the business world. 

And one of the principal ways that CEOs 
set an ethical tone is through their com-
pensation. The pay package sends a clear 
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signal whether a business leader is com-
mitted to teamwork or personal enrich-
ment. It tells you whether his principal goal 
is the creation of wealth for shareholders 
or the accumulation of wealth for himself. 

The SEC currently requires the annual 
disclosure of the CEO’s compensation. But 
that information is often buried in long 
proxy statement—proxy statements—and 
seldom seen, seldom seen by shareholders. 
I challenge every CEO in America to de-
scribe in the company’s annual report, 
prominently and in plain English, details 
of his or her compensation package, includ-
ing salary and bonus and benefits. And the 
CEO, in that report, should also explain 
why his or her compensation package is 
in the best interest of the company he 
serves. 

Those who sit on corporate boards have 
responsibilities. I urge board members to 
check the quality of their company’s finan-
cial statements, to ask tough questions 
about accounting methods, to demand that 
audit firms are not beholden to the CEO, 
and to make sure the compensation for sen-
ior executives squares with reality and com-
mon sense. And I challenge compensation 
committees to put an end to all company 
loans to corporate officers. 

Shareholders also need to make their 
voices heard. They should demand an at-
tentive and active board of directors. They 
should demand truly independent directors. 
They should demand that compensation 
committees reward long-term success, not 
failure. Shareholders should demand ac-
countability not just in bad times but espe-
cially in boom times, when accountability 
frequently breaks down. Shareholders are 
a company’s most important constituency, 
and they should act like it. 

The 1990s was a decade of tremendous 
economic growth. As we’re now learning, 
it was also a decade when the promise of 
rapid profits allowed the seeds of scandal 
to spring up. A lot of money was made, 
but too often standards were tossed aside. 
Yet the American system of enterprise has 
not failed us. Some dishonest individuals 
have failed our system. Now comes the ur-
gent work of enforcement and reform, driv-
en by a new ethic of responsibility. 

We will show that markets can be both 
dynamic and honest, that lasting wealth and 
prosperity are built on a foundation of in-
tegrity. By reasserting the best values of 
our country, we will reclaim the promise 
of our economy. 

Leaders in this room help give the free 
enterprise system an ethical compass, and 
the Nation respects you for that. We need 
that influence now more than ever. I want 
to thank you for helping to restore the peo-
ple’s trust in American business. I want 
to thank you for your love of the country. 
And I want to thank you for giving me 
the chance to come and address you today. 

May God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:20 a.m. in 
the Regent Ballroom at the Regent Wall 
Street Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to 
William Rudin, chairman, Association for a 
Better New York; Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
of New York City; and Edward Cardinal 
Egan, Roman Catholic Archdiocese of New 
York. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of 
these remarks. The Executive order estab-
lishing the Corporate Fraud Task Force is 
listed in Appendix D at the end of this vol-
ume. 
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Remarks on Presenting the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
July 9, 2002 

The President. Please be seated. Thank 
you all very much. Good afternoon, and 
welcome to the White House. Laura and 
I are honored to welcome our recipients 
and family members and friends to the 
people’s house. 

As we honor today’s Presidential Medal 
of Freedom winners, I want to acknowl-
edge the presence of our great Secretary 
of State, Colin Powell, and his wife, Alma. 
Secretary Powell has won the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom twice—once with dis-
tinction. I’m not sure what happened the 
other time. [Laughter] 

The Presidential Medal of Freedom is 
the highest civil honor our Nation can be-
stow, and we award it today to 12 out-
standing individuals. The men and women 
we honor span the spectrum of achieve-
ment. Some are fighters; others are healers; 
all have left an enduring legacy of hope 
and courage and achievement. 

Hank Aaron overcame poverty and rac-
ism to become one of the most accom-
plished baseball players of all time. ‘‘When 
I was in a ballpark,’’ he said, ‘‘I felt like 
I was surrounded by angels, and I had 
God’s hand on my shoulder.’’ By steadily 
pursuing his calling in the face of unreason-
ing hatred, Hank Aaron has proven himself 
a great human being, as well as a great 
athlete. 

Bill Cosby is a gifted comedian who has 
used the power of laughter to heal wounds 
and to build bridges. ‘‘I don’t think you 
can bring the races together by joking 
about the differences between them,’’ he 
said. ‘‘I’d rather talk about the similarities, 
about what’s universal in their experiences.’’ 
By focusing on our common humanity, Bill 
Cosby is helping to create a truly united 
America. 

Placido Domingo has performed in more 
roles than any other tenor in the history 
of opera. His boundless admiration for the 

composers of the great operatic music 
makes him push himself to the limit. ‘‘They 
spend years creating operas,’’ Placido has 
said, ‘‘lots of suffering and lots of sweating.’’ 
Well, by suffering and sweating himself, 
Placido Domingo is making sure that the 
great music of the past will continue to 
delight opera lovers the world over. 

The week after September the 11th, 
Peter Drucker sent a letter to his friends 
and associates urging them not to abandon 
daily life and civil society. ‘‘That’s exactly 
what the terrorist wants,’’ he said. Peter 
Drucker has devoted his life to strength-
ening civil society. His determination to 
help our nonprofit and faith-based institu-
tions carry out their desperately needed 
missions more effectively has made him 
one of the greatest management experts of 
our time. 

Katharine Graham was a forceful, coura-
geous, and deeply principled newspaper 
publisher. She described herself as some-
one who suffered from a sense of inferiority 
but who was forced to become a leader 
after her husband’s death. ‘‘What I essen-
tially did,’’ she wrote, ‘‘was to put one foot 
in front of the other, shut my eyes, and 
step off the edge.’’ Under her brilliant 
guidance, the Washington Post has become 
one of America’s most powerful news-
papers. Katharine Graham will always be 
remembered for her determined pursuit of 
journalistic excellence. 

D.A. Henderson is a great general in 
mankind’s war against disease. From 1966 
to 1977 he led the World Health Organiza-
tion’s global smallpox eradication campaign. 
Today, he is helping protect America from 
the threat of bioterrorism. ‘‘We need to 
plan, not panic,’’ says this master medical 
planner. Our Nation is fortunate to be able 
to draw on D.A. Henderson’s great store 
of wisdom and experience as we work to 
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lift the dark threat of terrorism from the 
Nation and our world. 

Irving Kristol is a wide-ranging thinker 
whose writings have helped transform 
America’s political landscape. As young 
men, he and his fellow student radicals in 
City College’s ‘‘alcove number one,’’ de-
voted themselves to solving the ultimate 
problems of the human race. Today, Irving 
Kristol is still grappling with ultimate prob-
lems, and in thinking them through, he has 
vastly enlarged the conservative vision. 

Shortly after he arrived on South Africa’s 
Robben Island to begin serving his prison 
sentence for resisting apartheid, Nelson 
Mandela refused an order to jog from the 
harbor to the prison gate. When a prison 
warden threatened to kill him, here’s what 
he said: ‘‘If you so much as lay a hand 
on me, I will take you to the highest court 
in the land, and when I finish with you, 
you’ll be as poor as a church mouse.’’ 
[Laughter] The warden backed off and so, 
eventually, did other, more powerful rep-
resentatives of apartheid—all of whom were 
humbled by Mandela’s immense moral au-
thority. It is this moral stature that has 
made Nelson Mandela perhaps the most 
revered statesman of our time. 

Gordon Moore is a great businessman 
and innovator. His interest in science was 
sparked by a chemistry set when he was 
a boy. ‘‘With the chemistry set,’’ he recalls, 
‘‘I had to get a good explosion at the end, 
or I wasn’t happy.’’ [Laughter] In the 
worlds of business, science, and philan-
thropy, Gordon Moore has been setting off 
explosives ever since. And the ripple effects 
of his explosive genius have helped create 
our age of information. 

Nancy Reagan has devoted herself to her 
family and her country. As first lady of 
California, she spoke out eloquently on be-
half of POWs and American servicemen 
missing in action. As First Lady of the 
United States, she has led an antidrug cam-
paign—she led an antidrug campaign that 
helped reduce teenage drug abuse. Today 
we honor Nancy Reagan for her eloquent 

example of loyalty and courage and abiding 
love. 

Fred Rogers has proven that television 
can soothe the soul and nurture the spirit 
and teach the very young. ‘‘The whole 
idea,’’ says the beloved host of Mr. Rogers’ 
Neighborhood, ‘‘is to look at the television 
camera and present as much love as you 
possibly could to a person who needs it.’’ 
This message of unconditional love has won 
Fred Rogers a very special place in the 
heart of a lot of moms and dads all across 
America. 

A.M. Rosenthal’s calling is journalism; his 
passion is human rights. ‘‘When I come 
out for human rights,’’ he says, ‘‘I’m not 
talking in the abstract. I know that if I 
lived in a dictatorship, I would be in jail 
very quickly.’’ A.M. Rosenthal’s outspoken 
defense of persecuted Christians in Asia, 
Africa, and the Middle East have truly 
made him his brothers’ keeper. 

Each of these men and women has en-
riched the life of America and the world. 
And we’re honored to have them with us 
here today. 

And now the military aide will call each 
of the winners forward and read their cita-
tions. 
[At this point, Maj. James M. McAllister, 
USA, Army Aide to the President, read the 
citations, and the President presented the 
medals.] 

The President. Again, I want to thank 
you all for coming to honor such remark-
able men and women. The Presidential 
Medal of Freedom, established by Presi-
dent Kennedy in 1963, recognizes individ-
uals who have made ‘‘an especially meri-
torious contribution to the security or na-
tional interests of the United States, or to 
world peace, or to cultural or other signifi-
cant public or private endeavors.’’ I’m sure 
you’ll agree that today’s Presidential Medal 
of Freedom recipients richly deserve their 
honor. 

And now, Laura and I would like to in-
vite you all to join us for a reception in 
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honor of today’s distinguished Presidential May God bless our recipients, and may 
Medal of Freedom recipients, in the room God bless you all. 
back here in the back. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:05 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting an Account of Federal 
Expenditures for Climate Change Programs and Activities 
July 9, 2002 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 
In accordance with section 559(b) of the 

Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and 
Related Programs Appropriations Act, 2002 
(Public Law 107–115), I transmit herewith 
an account of Federal expenditures for cli-
mate change programs and activities. This 
report includes both domestic and inter-
national programs and activities related to 
climate change, and associated costs by line 

item as presented in the President’s Budget 
Appendix. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Robert 
C. Byrd, chairman, Senate Committee on 
Appropriations, and C.W. Bill Young, chair-
man, House Committee on Appropriations. 

Memorandum on the 2002 Combined Federal Campaign of the National 
Capital Area 
July 9, 2002 

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive 
Departments and Agencies 

Subject: 2002 Combined Federal Campaign 
of the National Capital Area 

I am delighted that the Secretary of Agri-
culture, Ann M. Veneman, has agreed to 
serve as the Chair of the 2002 Combined 
Federal Campaign (CFC) of the National 
Capital Area. I ask you to enthusiastically 
support the CFC by personally chairing the 
campaign in your agency and appointing 
a top official as your Vice Chair. 

The Combined Federal Campaign is an 
important way for Federal employees to 

support thousands of worthy charities. Pub-
lic servants not only contribute to the cam-
paign but also assume leadership roles to 
ensure its success. 

Your personal support and enthusiasm 
will help positively influence thousands of 
employees and will guarantee another suc-
cessful campaign. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on July 10. 
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Memorandum on Electronic Government’s Role in Implementing the 
President’s Management Agenda 
July 9, 2002 

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive 
Departments and Agencies 

Subject: Electronic Government’s Role in 
Implementing the President’s Management 
Agenda 

My Administration’s vision for Govern-
ment reform is guided by three principles. 
Government should be citizen-centered, re-
sults-oriented, and market-based. These 
principles have been woven into the five 
Government-wide reform goals outlined in 
my Administration’s Management Agenda: 
strategic management of human capital, 
budget and performance integration, com-
petitive sourcing, expanded use of the 
internet and computer resources to provide 
Government services (Electronic-Govern-

ment or E-Government), and improved fi-
nancial management. Effective implementa-
tion of E-Government is important in mak-
ing Government more responsive and cost-
effective. 

Our success depends on agencies work-
ing as a team across traditional boundaries 
to better serve the American people, focus-
ing on citizens rather than individual agen-
cy needs. I thank agencies who have ac-
tively engaged in cross-agency teamwork, 
using E-Government to create more cost-
effective and efficient ways to serve citi-
zens, and I urge others to follow their lead. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on July 10. 

Remarks to Federal Employees on the Proposed Department of Homeland 
Security 
July 10, 2002 

Thank you all very much. Please be seat-
ed. Thank you. Thanks for that warm wel-
come. It’s such a pleasure to be here today, 
and I want to thank you all for coming. 
I’m here to thank each one of you for 
your dedication to the country we all love. 
You worked hard prior to September the 
11th. You’re working really hard now, and 
the American people appreciate it a lot, 
and so do I. 

You know, the amazing thing about 
America is, our Nation is stronger today 
than it was before the enemy hit. I like 
to remind people, they must have not un-
derstood who they were dealing with. They 
probably thought we might file a lawsuit 
or two—[laughter]—but they didn’t under-

stand the character of the American people, 
the strength and resolve of our great land 
to defend that which we hold dear, which 
is freedom. Nor did they understand the 
energy and drive of the people who work 
on behalf of the American people to do 
everything we can—and I say ‘‘we’’—we 
can, to protect and guard our people. And 
that’s what’s happening today in America, 
and I want to thank you for your dedica-
tion. 

And we’ve got to do more. We’ve got 
to move forward. We’ve got to seize the 
moment to do everything we can to assure 
the American people that our Government 
and the fine folks who work on behalf of 
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the taxpayers are working in a smart way, 
in a dedicated way. 

And today I want to talk some about 
the creation of the Department of Home-
land Security and why it’s important to our 
country. And I call upon your continued 
sense of duty to our country as we develop 
the new plans. Oh, it’s not going to be 
easy, and the challenges are going to be 
great. But there’s no doubt in my mind 
that we’ll do what’s necessary—do what’s 
necessary—to protect America. 

I want to thank Chung for her introduc-
tion. Backstage, we had a picture taken. 
I said, ‘‘Only in America’’—only in America 
do we have somebody as dedicated as— 
people like Chung, who are willing to sac-
rifice on behalf of the United States of 
America, use their time and talent and en-
ergy like everybody in this hall to work 
for others. So, Chung, thanks for your hard 
work, thanks for your dedication to your 
job, and thanks for representing the good 
folks in this hall. 

When I go back to Crawford, people 
say—or I see my friends from Texas, they 
say, ‘‘Gosh, it must be hard to be the Presi-
dent.’’ I say, ‘‘Well, not really, if you’ve 
got a good team.’’ And I’ve put together 
a great team. You all are a part of that 
team. 

Today some of the generals of the team 
are here, people such as Tom Ridge, who 
is adviser to Homeland Security. He’s done 
a great job. He left being the Governor 
of the great State of Pennsylvania to come 
and serve the Nation, and I want to thank 
you, Tom, for your dedication to the coun-
try. 

Some of my Cabinet members are here. 
The Secretary of State of the United States 
of America, Colin Powell. Our great Attor-
ney General, John Ashcroft, is here. The 
Secretary of Agriculture, Ann Veneman, is 
here. Secretary of Transportation Norm Mi-
neta; the Energy Secretary, Spence Abra-
ham, is here. Thank you for being here, 
Spence. Christie Todd Whitman, who runs 

the EPA, is with us today. Thank you, 
Christie Todd. 

The prettiest person in our administra-
tion—[laughter]—of FEMA, Joe Allbaugh; 
I want to thank Kay James, who’s the Di-
rector of Office of Personnel Management, 
for coming. I appreciate you being here, 
Kay. I know Stephen Perry of the GSA 
is here. I see Brian Stafford, who’s running 
the Secret Service. I see the head of the 
Coast Guard. I see Magaw, John Magaw. 
Thank you all for coming. I appreciate you 
all being here. 

And I want to thank the Members of 
Congress who are here. I appreciate you 
working with us. I appreciate you’re here 
to celebrate the dedication of the fine peo-
ple that we’re fortunate enough to have 
working in our Government. 

You know, the threats we face are real. 
I mean, it is real. I like to remind people 
that I’m an early morning guy. I get to 
the Oval Office about—oh, generally about 
6:50 or so. It’s not a very long commute. 
[Laughter] And I sit at the great desk that 
other Presidents have used—Teddy and 
Frank, and—I can call them that, since— 
[laughter]. And Spot the dog comes in with 
me, and I read a threat assessment. The 
fact that the enemy is still interested in 
hurting America, I read that every morning. 
And I take it seriously, and I know you 
do as well. 

This is a threat that not only affects 
America; it affects anybody who loves free-
dom, anybody who’s willing to stand up 
and say, ‘‘We value freedom. We value the 
freedom for people to worship the way they 
want to or speak their mind or to print 
an article the way they want to print it.’’ 
And the people who stand up for freedom, 
they’re going to be threatened by these kill-
ers. 

And it’s time for us to continue to act 
decisively and to be patient and to be reso-
lute. It means all the parts of our Govern-
ment must continue to cooperate. And you 
all have done that, and I want to thank 
you for the level of cooperation that has 
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taken place in a fragmented Government. 
It’s a—and we’re making progress; we real-
ly are. 

First, we’re hunting down the killers 
wherever they try to hide, and we’re bring-
ing them to justice. Sometimes you’ll read 
about it in your newspapers or see it on 
the—you know, on all these TV shows, and 
sometimes you won’t. But what is for cer-
tain is, we’ve got a great military who are 
doing everything they can to hunt the kill-
ers down, one person at a time, and bring 
them to justice. And that’s exactly what this 
Government will continue to do. 

These are shadowy killers, and we’re 
treating them just as they are—as inter-
national crooks, international criminals. And 
they’ll—you know, these are the kind of 
folks that will slip into a city and try to 
hide, or they’ll go to a cave. And then 
they’ll send some youngster to his death, 
and they, themselves, of course, won’t 
choose that route, for some reason. They 
don’t want to show up, because they know, 
if they show up, we’ll get them. And it’s 
just a matter of time. It’s just a matter 
of time. They made a mistake; they at-
tacked a great nation. And this Nation will 
do whatever it takes to defend freedom 
and to bring people to justice. 

We’re making progress overseas; we’re 
making progress at home. We strengthened 
our aviation security, and we’re tightening 
our borders. We’re stockpiling medicines to 
defend against bioterrorism. We’re improv-
ing information-sharing amongst our intel-
ligence agencies. We’re taking new steps 
to protect critical infrastructure. But the 
important thing for the American people 
to know is that our public servants are 
working longer hours and working harder 
and working smarter to defend the Amer-
ican people. 

We will win the war on terror—no doubt 
in my mind—thanks to the heroism of our 
fighting troops and thanks to the patriotism 
of our people and thanks to the hard work 
of Government officials here at home. 
There have been some extraordinary stories 

about some in your ranks—many in your 
ranks. And I want to share some of the 
stories with you so the American people 
fully understand the dedication of the peo-
ple throughout our Government. 

Tom Armas is a special agent in the Se-
cret Service. On September the 11th, after 
helping to evacuate the agency’s New York 
field office at Seven World Trade Center, 
he proceeded into the damaged North 
Tower and up the stairwell to the 40th 
floor, where he worked to help the seri-
ously wounded. After being turned back by 
raging fire, he continued his efforts in the 
North Tower lobby and then on the street. 
Eventually, Tom was forced to evacuate the 
area because of thick smoke and, of course, 
falling debris. Yet, even while leaving, he 
continued to help others. In the midst of 
chaos, he was a calm and steady soldier, 
at one point carrying a woman to the safety 
of a nearby emergency vehicle. 

You see, this is the meaning of public 
service, as you all have shown the American 
people, a willingness to go the limit, and 
then some more, for the sake of your fellow 
citizens. Tom, thank you very much for 
your service to the country. 

David Hart has been a FEMA individual 
assistance reservist for many years. He had 
a variety of responsibilities related to Sep-
tember the 11th in New York, including 
making sure that victims received assistance 
quickly, make sure that there was staffing 
at the assistance centers and that there was 
proper training for people who were willing 
to help. Throughout this emergency, David 
was responsible for monitoring the indi-
vidual assistance programs. He worked with 
the contract inspectors and others and was 
a troubleshooter for a wide variety of prob-
lems. He performed with great skill and 
boundless determination. He showed com-
passion to people in need. He put the best 
face on our Government for people who 
suffered. And David, we appreciate your 
service to America as well. 
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We serve our citizens in all kinds of 
ways, in different methods. Take, for exam-
ple, the story of Chantice James. It’s a real-
ly interesting story, because she is one of 
the first U.S. Customs inspectors ever to 
work abroad for the sole purpose of pro-
tecting America and other countries from 
weapons of mass destruction—weapons of 
mass destruction that could be concealed 
in cargo. 

We take these threats very seriously. We 
worry about weapons of mass destruction. 
And so we’ve asked Chantice James to 
leave her family to move to Vancouver, 
Canada, where she’s been for the past 5 
months. She and her Canadian counterparts 
are reviewing all shipments ultimately des-
tined for the United States that comes 
through that port. She has assisted in train-
ing additional U.S. Customs inspectors, 
sharing her skill and talent and knowledge, 
who are now deployed in Halifax and Mon-
treal. She’s developing techniques that will 
be used around the world. She’s using her 
time and talent and efforts to help us as-
sure the American people that we’re doing 
everything we can to protect the homeland, 
and Chantice, thank you for your service 
as well. 

These are just some of the examples of 
the extraordinary service that’s taking place. 
You probably have got your own stories 
to tell. You’ve got examples of people, per-
haps yourself, who have taken an extra step 
on behalf of the American people, and I 
want to thank you for that, and so do the 
American people. You see, we’re all part 
of the war on terror, and that’s what’s im-
portant to understand, a new kind of war. 

This is an historic campaign. It’s a little 
different, but it does point up the fact that 
public service in America today is not just 
another job. It is an important act of citi-
zenship. It is a way to fulfill our obligation 
to those who have gone before us, to those 
who will follow us, and to those who have 
sacrificed and died for us. That’s how I 
view your job and my job. 

We owe a huge debt of gratitude to 
those public servants who, I like to say, 
quietly stand guard on the ramparts of free-
dom. We owe something else as well. We 
owe all of you a concerted effort to do 
what it takes to make your efforts more 
effective. And that’s why I proposed the 
Department of Homeland Security. 

At present, there are over 100 different 
Federal agencies with a role in what we 
call homeland security. And that means, de-
spite everybody’s best intentions and hard 
work and sacrifice, there is a dispersal of 
authority, a lack of accountability, and the 
truth of the matter is, a needless drain on 
critical resources. There’s, to put it bluntly, 
an overlap of administration, a duplication 
of administration. 

And Congress—and so that’s why I did 
what I did. And I understand it’s hard to 
make changes in Washington, DC. I under-
stand that people kind of get set in their 
ways and want to guard turf, and I know 
that. But there is an overriding and urgent 
mission here in America today, and that’s 
to protect our homeland. We have been 
called into action, and we’ve got to act. 

The Department of Homeland Security 
will foster a new culture in the Nation’s 
Capital, and it will be a culture of coopera-
tion. Sure, there’s cooperation now. But 
when you’ve got 100 agencies dispersed 
throughout Washington, we can do a better 
job of cooperation. By uniting essential 
agencies that will work closely together, it 
will give new tools to meet new challenges. 
It will help set priority. Listen, all of you 
are in agencies that have got more than 
one priority, but the single most important 
priority is to protect the homeland now in 
America. We’re at war. 

We’re in a different kind of war than 
we’re used to. There’ll be moments where 
it seems like we’re not at war, but we’re 
at war until we win. And therefore, we 
must do everything we can to funnel re-
sources and to set priorities to protect the 
American people. It is by far our most im-
portant challenge. 
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The Department of Homeland Security 
will be charged with four primary tasks: 
to control our borders and prevent terror-
ists and weapons from entering the coun-
try—listen, we need to know who’s coming 
in, and why they’re coming in, and if 
they’re leaving, when they’re supposed to 
be leaving. And if they’re not leaving, we 
need to know why they’re not leaving. 

We need to work with State and local 
authorities to respond quickly and effec-
tively to emergencies, and that’s important. 
All levels of government must work to-
gether. 

We’ll bring our best scientists and de-
velop technologies to detect biological, 
chemical, and nuclear weapons, and to de-
velop the drugs and treatments necessary 
to protect our citizens. This is an historic 
opportunity, not only to deal with the im-
mediate but to leave a legacy of better 
medicines and better cures on behalf of 
the American people. 

And finally, for the first time, this new 
Department will merge under one roof the 
capability to identify and assess threats to 
the homeland, to map those threats against 
our vulnerabilities, and to do what’s nec-
essary to secure America. 

Congress is reacting positively to the ini-
tiative, and I want to thank the Members 
of Congress. See, this isn’t a Republican 
idea; this isn’t a Democrat idea; this is an 
American idea that makes sense for all 
Americans. 

I understand the challenges that we face. 
I accept the challenges. I’m not going to 
let it stop us, and neither should you. This 
is the most significant reorganization since 
1947—of Government—when President 
Harry Truman decided to reorganize the 
Defense Department. 

Congress, as they work with us, must 
give us the flexibility necessary to achieve 
our objectives. I call it freedom to manage. 
The new Department must be able to get 
the right people in the right place at the 
right time with the right pay. We need 
to be able to reward excellence and ensure 

accountability for individual performance. A 
lot will be expected of us, and I expect 
Congress to give the executive branch 
the—give us the flexibility necessary to 
achieve our objectives. 

I’m here to let you know that there’s 
no question in my mind we can achieve 
what we need to achieve, particularly when 
we work together. I want you to think 
about the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity in this sense. Twenty years from now, 
if we’re still standing—individually, that 
is—you can look back and say, ‘‘I was part 
of not only winning the war on terror, but 
I was part of working together to leave 
behind a legacy, a legacy of a more secure 
homeland so a future President or a future 
Congress or a future agency head can bet-
ter address the true threats of the 21st cen-
tury that will face our children and our 
children’s children.’’ That’s really what 
we’re talking about today. 

This is an historic moment, a fantastic 
opportunity. History has called us into ac-
tion. History has put the spotlight on Amer-
ica. History has—people are saying, ‘‘What 
is this country all about?’’ Well, I’ll tell 
you what we’re about. We’re going to do 
what’s necessary to say—to do our most 
important job. We are can-do people. We 
see a problem; this is a country that works 
to solve it. And that’s what’s going to hap-
pen, thanks to your hard work and dedica-
tion. 

And I’ll tell you what else is going to 
happen. We’re going to win the war on 
terror, no matter how long it takes. It is 
a—first of all, we do what we do because 
there’s others coming up in our society. 
The dedication and sacrifice you all make 
is because you understand that you’re work-
ing for other people, particularly young— 
youngsters, youngsters who want to enjoy 
the same life we have in America, a life 
of freedom, a life—a chance to realize your 
dreams. And we’re doing what we’re doing 
because you all understand that a full life 
is one that serves something greater than 
yourself. Otherwise, you wouldn’t have 
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signed on for Government service in the 
first place. 

I believe the culture in the country is 
changing. Oh, I know there’s a lot of folks 
that worry only about themselves and their 
balance sheets and how well they’re doing. 
But I do believe that, as a result of the 
evil done to America, a lot of Americans 
are stepping back and taking a hard look 
at what’s important in life. 

They remember the example of Flight 
93, average Americans flying across the 
country. They learned their plane would 
become a weapon. They told their loved 
ones they loved them and goodbye. They 
said a prayer, and they drove the plane 
in the ground, the ultimate symbol of serv-

ing something greater than yourself, the ul-
timate act of sacrifice, to serve somebody 
and something, a cause greater than them-
selves. 

And that’s what we’re here talking about 
today—good, honorable, honest Americans 
working hard to serve something greater 
than yourself. And that something is the 
greatest country on the face of the Earth. 

Thank you for your sacrifice. God bless 
you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:28 a.m. at 
DAR Constitution Hall. In his remarks, he 
referred to Chung K. Marston, research biol-
ogist, Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention. 

Remarks on Prescription Drugs in Minneapolis, Minnesota 
July 11, 2002 

Thank you all very much for that warm 
welcome. I appreciate you coming out 
today and giving me a chance to talk about 
how do we work together to make America 
a more secure place and a better place 
for all of us. And part of making sure 
America is a better place for each and 
every one of us and a more secure place 
is to make sure we’ve got a health care 
system that is responsive and vibrant and 
alive and well and a place—a system that 
will really relate to each and every one 
of us as an individual, give each and every 
one of us a chance, as we grow older, to 
have a health care system that we can be 
proud of and confident in. 

That’s why I started my day here in Min-
nesota at the University of Minnesota Med-
ical School. You were probably wondering 
why Yudof was relevant. [Laughter] That’s 
because he hosted me at a fine medical 
school. And there I had the honor and op-
portunity to talk to some fellow Minneso-
tans about how to advance medicine, some 
of the research that was taking place. I 

talked to some patients and heard from 
some of our elderly about how—what kind 
of system was necessary to have the quality 
of life that we want for each and every 
one of us. 

It’s—the key is to make sure that we 
advance medicine in a way that makes sure 
that our citizens get access to new drugs, 
new lifesaving drugs, unbelievably innova-
tive drugs that have changed medicine as 
we know it. And it starts with making sure 
our seniors have got a guarantee of a pre-
scription drug coverage in Medicare. That’s 
where it ought to start. It ought to start 
with our seniors, who have paid their dues. 

And as we do so, as we look at Medicare 
to make sure it includes prescription drugs, 
we must make sure that whatever system 
evolves does not undermine the great inno-
vations which take place in America. And 
that’s important to remember, that as we 
debate this issue in Congress, as Congress 
debates the issue—and of course I’m 
watching attentively—[laughter]—that we 
do not undermine the great strength of the 
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American system, which is the capacity to 
be on the cutting edge of new technologies 
which save lives. 

The House has passed a good first step, 
by the way, in reforming and making sure 
Medicare is modern and capable. And I 
hope the Senate acts quickly and gets a 
responsible bill into conference so that we 
can get a bill to my desk, and we can 
get moving to doing what is right for the 
American people. 

appreciate so very much Tommy 
Thompson traveling with me today. He is— 
he has been a fine, fine Secretary of Health 
and Human Services. He was a great Gov-
ernor of Wisconsin, and he has brought 
a lot of innovation to—[applause]. 

There’s a lot of folks I could introduce. 
I want to introduce one other person, a 
person I had the opportunity to meet at 
the airport when I came in. One of the 
things I like to do is to herald kind of 
the quiet heroes of our society, those who 
volunteer to make their communities a bet-
ter place. I met Pearl Lam Bergad when 
I came earlier today. I don’t know if you’ve 
ever heard of Pearl Lam here in your com-
munity, but she has done a magnificent 
job of heralding the cultural life of Min-
nesota. She is a remarkable volunteer. 
Where are you, Pearl Lam? She’s some-
where here. She must not have gotten a 
very good seat. [Laughter] Oh, there you 
are, Pearl Lam. Please stand up, will you? 
Thank you for coming. 

She’s worked tirelessly to promote and 
improve cultural awareness in the commu-
nity. She did so without any Government 
agency telling her what to do. She did so 
because she wanted to serve. She did so 
because she had a talent she wanted to 
share. You see, the great strength of the 
country is the fact that we’ve got a nation 
full of people who really, honestly, decently 
care about the communities in which they 
live and want to do something about it. 
And so, Pearl Lam, I want to thank you, 
on behalf of the thousands and millions 
of others in our country, for volunteering. 

I called up my friend Mark Yudof and 
invited myself here because Minnesota is 
one of the leading centers of health care 
innovation in our country. And that’s saying 
a lot. People come from all around the 
world to come to the University of Min-
nesota’s cancer center. I don’t know if you 
know that or not, but it’s one of the most 
famous cancer centers. We thought we 
were pretty good in Texas—[laughter]—but 
you’re really good here. This university per-
formed the first successful bone marrow 
transplant and is one of the world’s leaders 
in curing childhood leukemia and other 
cancers. There’s a lot of incredible work 
going on right here in your neighborhood. 

Patients from all over the globe have had 
their lives saved by heart devices and other 
medical products invented by the hundreds 
of medical companies that have their homes 
in what you call Medical Alley in the Min-
neapolis area, and I know we’ve got some 
of the entrepreneurs, the medical entre-
preneurs here with us today. And I want 
to thank you for your work, and I want 
to thank you for employing people. 

People from every corner of the world 
come to a clinic in southern Minnesota 
called Mayo Clinic. I know something 
about that, because my mother’s on the 
board. [Laughter] Whew, those must be 
amazing board meetings. [Laughter] Sorry, 
Mom. [Laughter] But the Mayo Clinic’s 
countless breakthroughs include effective 
drug treatment for tuberculosis and other 
diseases, and the clinic now has branches 
all across the country to make sure our 
seniors get the best possible health care. 

I just met with a Mayo Clinic cardiologist 
named Doug Wood. I want to share a story 
he told me. I think it helps make my point 
about the need for us to stay on the cutting 
edge of drug therapy. 

When he was a resident less than 25 
years ago, the only real decision he had 
in treating a heart attack patient was how 
long to keep him or her in bed. That was 
the most important decision he had to 
make after the heart attack, how long will 
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bed rest last. He could do more than just 
offer comfort, and knowing Doug, he of-
fered a lot of comfort. 

But today, thanks to progress in drug 
treatments, Dr. Wood uses a wide range 
of treatments to limit the damage from 
heart attack, to stop any further progress 
of the heart disease, and to prevent it from 
happening in the first place. In 25 short 
years, the ability for this healer to make 
a significant difference in the lives of those 
who have had heart diseases is amazing. 
It is a fantastic development in our society. 

And the future promises even more 
breakthroughs. That’s the exciting thing 
about America. Thanks to the rapidly evolv-
ing field of genetic medicine, doctors may 
soon be able to prescribe individually suited 
drugs based on their patients’ genetic 
makeup. If you think about that—you’ve 
got a particular problem and the drug will 
be designed to meet your need—it’s medi-
cine at its most basic level. 

But there’s a problem, and I think we 
all recognize it now in our society, and 
we need to do something about it. And 
no matter how exciting the new drug thera-
pies are, they’re oftentimes very costly. Be-
cause Medicare—and what makes it even 
worse is that Medicare does not cover most 
prescription drugs. That’s reality. Too many 
seniors, because that’s the case—because 
they’re too costly and Medicare doesn’t 
cover them—too many of our seniors are 
forced to chose between paying for their 
pills or paying basic bills. And that’s not 
right in America. 

And the reason why is because the Medi-
care system was designed for a different 
time. It’s old. It is—it served a noble pur-
pose, and it made a huge difference in 
a lot of people’s lives. But it was designed 
at a time, for example, when surgery was 
common and the miraculous prescription 
drugs we have today were not only avail-
able—not available, but some people hadn’t 
even thought about them yet. 

We need a Medicare system that is up-
dated and modern, to serve the seniors of 

today with the medicine of today and to 
be able to serve the seniors of tomorrow, 
guys like me, with the medicines of tomor-
row. We need a system which works. 

I support a prescription drug benefit in 
Medicare that allows seniors to choose the 
drug coverage that is best for them—that 
is best for them. I also support allowing 
and encouraging seniors to band together 
to use purchasing power to—purchasing 
clout to be able to get lower drug—prices 
on their drugs. 

Now, what you need to know is that a 
full Medicare drug benefit will take some 
years to phase in. And that’s why I think 
we need to have a Medicare-endorsed pre-
scription drug card immediately for our 
seniors. The card will allow seniors to gain 
access to manufacturer discounts on the 
drugs they use as well as gain access to 
other valuable pharmaceutical services im-
mediately. I talked about this last year. 
Court moved in there, and we’re trying to 
get the court out of it. This is important 
for seniors. 

I also support proposals like the one the 
House just passed, that will provide Federal 
funds for immediate prescription drug as-
sistance for seniors. 

Now, the key is to make sure that we 
expand seniors’ access to programs that 
help them work with their doctors to use 
the best treatments too. And that includes 
better access to innovative disease manage-
ment programs, like a program you have 
right here in Minnesota called Evercare. 

You should have heard the testimony I 
heard, one from a loyal daughter whose 
mom is now in the Evercare program and 
another from a customer of Evercare, about 
the need to use Medicare Plus Choice to 
fund innovative programs that allow for 
seniors to feel like they’re not a part of 
some giant bureaucracy but in fact treated 
on a basis that you’d want to be treated 
on. And that’s what Evercare does. And 
those are the kinds of innovations we need 
throughout our system, by giving seniors 
more choice in the system. 
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While we strengthen Medicare, we must 
also encourage innovation by preserving our 
private health care system, the private 
health care system which is the envy of 
the world. 

In the report issued today that Tommy 
talked about, the Department of Health 
and Human Services says this: In countries 
which rely on Government controls to keep 
health care costs down—presumably to 
keep health care costs down—the patient 
suffers. And that’s important for you all 
to understand and to know. And it’s impor-
tant for those who advocate Government 
control of all the health care in America 
to understand as well: The patient suffers. 

If you want a health care system where 
the patient doesn’t suffer but, in fact, bene-
fits, we must be innovative and encourage 
a healthy private sector. 

When Government determines which 
drugs are covered by health insurance, 
when Government makes those decisions, 
the invariable results are this: There will 
be delays and inflexible limits on coverage 
of new treatments. Costs might go down 
for seniors who are lucky enough to need 
the drugs that are on the Government’s 
list. But as in the Canadian provinces and 
in many other countries, seniors who need 
drugs that are not on the Government’s 
list would have no alternative to get the 
coverage they prefer. All seniors have to 
wait for the Government to decide what 
is covered, and that doesn’t seem fair to 
me. And with prescription drugs, those 
delays can be life threatening. 

And the heavy hand of Government in 
other countries often does this: It discour-
ages the costly and time-consuming invest-
ments in research necessary to discover 
new drugs. I want you to understand these 
facts. Eight of the ten—top ten best selling 
drugs in the world were developed by 
American companies, while we can expect 
that 34 out of the 55 breakthrough drugs 
entering the market this year will come 
from American companies. It is our compa-
nies and our researchers which are leading 

the world in finding the therapies necessary 
to save lives, and we’ve got to remember 
that. And therefore, we need to steer clear 
of direct Government controls that stifle 
innovation and limit a patient’s choice. 

What’s interesting is that more than half 
of our seniors have private drug coverage 
now because of their previous employment. 
And Government should act to strengthen 
these private health insurance options, not 
replace them. By relying on competition 
and patients’ choice and innovative pro-
grams like Evercare, we will protect our 
seniors now and offer many new lifesaving 
services to seniors in the future and pre-
serve our private health care system. 

When the founders of the Mayo Clinic 
started their practice over a century ago, 
they chose a clear principle to guide their 
work: The best interest of the patient is 
the only interest to be considered. That’s 
the principle. Minnesota’s immense and 
continuing contributions to biotechnology 
demonstrates that this is the right principle 
for our health care system. 

As Members of Congress act to provide 
a drug benefit in Medicare, I urge them 
to honor the principle I just outlined by 
putting patient control and patient choice 
ahead of Government control. If we do so, 
we can guarantee the continued vitality and 
productivity of America’s private health 
care system, while providing the modern 
drug coverage that seniors so desperately 
need. 

And that’s part of making sure we have 
a secure America. Health security is part 
of being a secure America. The other thing 
we need to do to make sure we secure— 
a lot of things we need to do to make 
sure we secure America—one is to make 
sure we continue to grow our economy. 
Job security is important for a secure 
America. 

But I want to just tell you real quickly 
about how I’m thinking about the war on 
terror, while I’ve got you stuck here. 
[Laughter] The war goes on. We face an 
enemy who is—they like to hide, and they’ll 
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go to the big cities in some of these coun-
tries and think they’re invisible. And some-
times we don’t hear from them for awhile. 
But you need to know, they’re still plotting 
and planning. These are the ones that go 
into caves and send their youngsters to 
their death. They themselves hide, and get 
somebody else to carry on their mission, 
sometimes suicide missions. 

They’re out there still. They still hate 
America because we love freedom. They 
hate us because we value the fact that peo-
ple should worship freely. The more free 
we are, the more desperate they become. 
They like to find countries that are soft, 
kind of burrow in, and try to plan. And 
you just need to know we’re doing every-
thing we can to disrupt them. The doctrine 
still holds: Either you’re with the United 
States of America and freedom-loving coun-
tries, or you’re with the terrorists. 

We have over 60,000 troops overseas, 
8,000 still in Afghanistan. As you know, Af-
ghanistan is still a dangerous place. And 
we’re going to stay there until a stable gov-
ernment emerges, until we complete our 
mission. We’re—anytime we get a hint in 
a place like Afghanistan, we’re moving, and 
we’re moving with some of the finest 
Americans ever produced, those who wear 
our uniform. 

This is a different kind of war. In the 
past, you’d see tank movements or airplane 
formations. This is like hunting down a 
bunch of coldblooded killers; that’s what 
it’s like. And that’s all they are, by the 
way. And we’re after them one at a time, 
one person at a time. We’ve—when I 
talked about the need for us to establish 
a Department of Homeland Security, I an-
nounced—part of my announcement was 
that I told the people that we had hauled 
in—‘‘we’’ being our friends as well as our-
selves—hauled in over 2,400 of these ter-
rorists. That’s in less than a year’s time. 
So we’re making progress, one person at 
a time. 

Our goal is to get them on the run and 
keep them on the run, so they have no 

place to light or no place to hide. And 
it’s going to take awhile. The American 
people understand that; that’s positive. 
That’s good news for us and bad news for 
the enemy. The American people under-
stand that we’ve got a new challenge. Be-
cause we understand, when somebody at-
tacks our values, the values we hold dear, 
it doesn’t matter how long it takes, we’ll 
defend them. 

I’ve submitted a bill, an appropriations 
request to the Congress, which is a signifi-
cant increase in our defense spending. And 
I did it for two reasons. One is, I firmly 
believe that anytime we commit our young 
into harm’s way, they deserve the best pay, 
the best training, the best equipment pos-
sible. 

And two, it’s a signal to the enemy and 
to our friends and allies that we’re in this 
for the long run. There is no time certain 
as to when we quit. There is not a calendar 
that says, ‘‘By such-and-such a moment, 
you’ve got to stop, Mr. President.’’ For 
however long it takes, we defend our free-
doms. History has called America into ac-
tion, and America—America will act, be-
cause we’re a nation that stands for tremen-
dous values. We love freedom. We love 
freedom. And anybody that tries to take 
it away—[applause]. 

I also want you to know this, that out 
of the evil done to America is going to 
come some good. I firmly believe that. I 
believe it. I want the youngsters here to 
understand, when you hear your President 
talk about getting them and rounding them 
up, that I yearn for peace. And I believe— 
I believe we can achieve peace. I believe 
that when this country remains strong and 
steadfast and resolved, we can achieve 
peace, peace not only for our own people 
but peace in parts of the world where peo-
ple have never dreamt of peace in a while. 

That’s the legacy this generation will 
leave behind: By being tough and doing 
what it takes to win the war on terror, 
we’ll leave peace for our children and our 
grandchildren. I’ll tell you what else is 
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going to happen here, as a result of the 
evil done to America, there’s going to be 
some incredible good here at home too. 
I believe people have taken a step back 
and asked, ‘‘What’s important in life?’’ You 
know, the bottom line and this corporate 
America stuff, is that important? Or is serv-
ing your neighbor, loving your neighbor like 
you’d like to be loved yourself? 

I gave a speech at Ohio State University, 
at their graduation, and I was pleased to 
see that 70 percent of the seniors in the 
class had served their community one way 
or the other. They understand that a life 
in America is most complete when you help 
a neighbor in need, when you volunteer 
your time, that in America, being a patriot 
is more than just putting your hand over 
your heart and saying, ‘‘One nation under 
God.’’ It is a—serving a neighbor—[ap-
plause]—it also means loving a neighbor. 
It means mentoring a child. 

You see, in spite of our richness, there 
are pockets of despair and hopelessness and 
loneliness and addiction that we must ad-
dress. The enemy hit us, and I believe they 
finally—they helped wake up a spirit of 
personal responsibility, a spirit that says, 

being an American means you’ve got to 
help a neighbor in need as well as saluting 
your flag. 

And it’s happening in this country. It’s 
happening. And I believe that out of the 
evil done to America is going to come a 
society in which the great American experi-
ence and the great American hopes extends 
into all neighborhoods, where people real-
ize that they’re fortunate to live in the 
greatest land—I mean the greatest—on the 
face of the Earth. And it’s my honor to 
be your President. 

I want to thank you all. I want to thank 
you all for giving me a chance to come 
by and talk about an issue that’s important 
for today and tomorrow, and that is quality 
health care for our seniors. And thank you 
for giving me a chance to be the President 
of the greatest nation on the face of the 
Earth. 

God bless, and God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. in 
the Nicollet Grand Ballroom at the Hyatt Re-
gency Minneapolis. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Mark G. Yudof, president, Univer-
sity of Minnesota. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Second Protocol Amending the 
Canada-United States Extradition Treaty 
July 11, 2002 

To the Senate of the United States: 
With a view to receiving the advice and 

consent of the Senate to ratification, I 
transmit herewith the Second Protocol 
Amending the Treaty on Extradition Be-
tween the Government of the United States 
of America and the Government of Canada, 
as amended, signed at Ottawa on January 
12, 2001. In addition, I transmit, for the 
information of the Senate, the report of 
the Department of State with respect to 
the Second Protocol. As the report explains, 

the Second Protocol will not require imple-
menting legislation. 

The Second Protocol amends the Extra-
dition Treaty Between the United States 
of America and Canada, signed at Wash-
ington on December 3, 1971, as amended 
by an Exchange of Notes of June 28 and 
July 9, 1974, and by a Protocol signed at 
Ottawa on January 11, 1988. 

The Second Protocol, upon entry into 
force, will enhance cooperation between 
the law enforcement communities of both 
nations. The Second Protocol incorporates 
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into the U.S.-Canada Extradition Treaty a 
provision on temporary surrender of per-
sons that is a standard provision in more 
recent U.S. bilateral extradition treaties. It 
also provides for new authentication re-
quirements for documentary evidence, 
which should streamline the processing of 
extradition requests. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to the Second 
Protocol and give its advice and consent 
to ratification. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
July 11, 2002. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Ireland-United States Agreement 
on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters 
July 11, 2002 

To the Senate of the United States: 
With a view to receiving the advice and 

consent of the Senate to ratification, I 
transmit herewith the Agreement between 
the Government of the United States of 
America and the Government of Ireland 
on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal 
Matters, signed at Washington on January 
18, 2001. I transmit also, for the informa-
tion of the Senate, the report of the De-
partment of State with respect to the Trea-
ty. 

The Treaty is one of a series of modern 
mutual legal assistance treaties being nego-
tiated by the United States in order to 
counter criminal activities more effectively. 
The Treaty should be an effective tool to 
assist in the prosecution of a wide variety 
of crimes, including terrorism, drug traf-
ficking, fraud, and other white-collar of-
fenses. The Treaty is self-executing. 

The Treaty provides for a broad range 
of cooperation in criminal matters. Mutual 
assistance available under the Treaty in-
cludes: taking the testimony or statements 
of persons; providing documents, records, 
and articles of evidence; locating or identi-
fying persons; serving documents; transfer-
ring persons in custody for testimony or 
other purposes; executing requests for 
searches and seizures; identifying, tracing, 
freezing, seizing, and forfeiting the pro-
ceeds and instrumentalities of crime and 
assistance in related proceedings; and such 
other assistance as may be agreed. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to the Treaty 
and give its advice and consent to ratifica-
tion. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
July 11, 2002. 
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Message to the Senate Transmitting the Russia-United States Agreement 
on the Conservation and Management of the Alaska-Chukotka Polar Bear 
Population 
July 11, 2002 

To the Senate of the United States: 
With a view to receiving the advice and 

consent of the Senate to ratification, I 
transmit herewith the Agreement between 
the Government of the United States of 
America and the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation on the Conservation and 
Management of the Alaska-Chukotka Polar 
Bear Population done at Washington on 
October 16, 2000 (the ‘‘U.S.-Russia Agree-
ment’’). I also transmit, for the information 
of the Senate, the report of the Depart-
ment of State with respect to that Agree-
ment. 

The U.S.-Russia Agreement provides 
legal protections for this population of polar 
bears in addition to those found in the 
Agreement on the Conservation of Polar 
Bears done at Oslo, November 13, 1973 
(the ‘‘1973 Agreement’’), which was a sig-
nificant, early step in the international con-
servation of polar bears. The 1973 Agree-
ment is a multilateral treaty to which the 
United States and Russia are parties. (The 
other parties are Norway, Canada, and 
Denmark.) The 1973 Agreement provides 
authority for the maintenance of a subsist-
ence harvest of polar bears and provides 
for habitat conservation. 

The proposed U.S.-Russia Agreement, 
which would operate as a free-standing 
treaty separate from the 1973 Agreement, 
is the culmination of an 8-year effort. The 
U.S.-Russia Agreement builds on the 1973 
Agreement to establish a common legal, 

scientific, and administrative frame work for 
the conservation and management of the 
Alaska-Chukotka polar bear population, 
which is shared by the United States and 
the Russian Federation. For example, the 
U.S.-Russia Agreement provides a defini-
tion of ‘‘sustainable harvest’’ that will help 
the United States and Russia to implement 
polar bear conservation measures while 
safeguarding the interests of native people. 
In addition, the U.S.-Russia Agreement es-
tablishes the U.S.-Russia Polar Bear Com-
mission, which would function as the bilat-
eral managing authority to make scientific 
determinations, establish taking limits, and 
carry out other responsibilities under the 
terms of the U.S.-Russia Agreement. The 
proposed U.S.-Russia Agreement would 
strengthen the conservation of our shared 
polar bear population through a coordi-
nated sustainable harvest management pro-
gram. 

Early ratification of the U.S.-Russia 
Agreement by the United States will rein-
force our leadership role in international 
conservation of marine mammals and will 
encourage similar conservation action by 
other countries. I recommend that the Sen-
ate give early and favorable consideration 
to this Agreement and give its advice and 
consent to ratification. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
July 11, 2002. 
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Remarks at a Dinner for Senatorial Candidate Norm Coleman and 
Congressional Candidate John Kline in Minneapolis 
July 11, 2002 

Thank you very much. Thanks for that 
warm welcome. It’s great to be back in 
Minnesota. I’ve had some opportunity to 
welcome some fine Minnesota folks to the 
White House. Last May, a couple of Min-
nesota teams came by to say hello that hap-
pened to be national champs in women’s 
and men’s hockey. They felt pretty good 
about things, and they said they thought 
they’re going to be back next year. [Laugh-
ter] Next year when they come back, Norm 
Coleman and John Kline are going to be 
with me to greet them. 

I want to thank you for supporting these 
fine candidates. I want to thank you for 
being here tonight, and I want to thank 
you for what you’re going to do, which 
is to man the phones and put up the signs 
and convince your neighbors that these two 
men need your support for the good of 
the country and for the good of your great 
State. 

I’m proud to be here with not only Norm 
but, as importantly, his wife, Laurie. It’s 
important to have a—[applause]. And I ap-
preciate Vicky Kline as well, being here 
with John tonight. 

I know something about marrying well. 
[Laughter] We—I’m really proud of Laura. 
Someday she needs to come and campaign 
for these candidates, if they want to win. 
I don’t know if you’ve heard me say this 
before, but when I married Laura, she was 
a public school librarian. And the truth of 
the matter is, she didn’t particularly care 
about politics or politicians. [Laughter] And 
now, here she is, the First Lady of the 
greatest country in the world, and what a 
fabulous, fabulous job she’s doing. She 
sends her best. 

You know, one of the things about a 
President—people come by, and they say, 
‘‘We appreciate the job you’re doing.’’ And 
one of my first responses is that if you’ve 

got a good team, the job is a lot easier 
than it might look. And I want you to 
know, I put together a fabulous team. And 
one of my team members is here tonight, 
the Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices, the former Governor of the State of 
Wisconsin, my close friend, a guy doing 
a great job, Tommy Thompson. I appre-
ciate you, Tommy. 

I want to thank those who are—who hold 
office now. The speaker is here, and the 
Senate minority leader is here. The sec-
retary of state is here. Thank you all for 
coming. And I’m honored also to be shar-
ing the stage with the next Governor of 
the State of Minnesota, Tim Pawlenty. 

There’s no doubt in my mind that these 
great candidates can win. There’s no doubt, 
because they bring a lot of qualities to the 
ticket that the people of Minnesota will 
respect. Norm Coleman: First, he loves his 
family; he’s a man of faith; he loves his 
country; he’s an independent kind of fel-
low—nothing wrong with that. [Laughter] 

The thing I like about Norm is, he fo-
cuses on results. As the mayor of St. Paul— 
I’m told, a pretty Democratic city; at least 
that’s what the numbers looked like to me 
the last time I ran—[laughter]—he wins 
as a Republican because he brought a com-
passionate conservative agenda to the peo-
ple. He focused on things that matter, like 
jobs and making sure children got a quality 
education. 

He agrees with me that when it comes 
to educating our children, it is important 
to have high standards and high expecta-
tions. You see, if you don’t think some kids 
can learn, the system will just shuffle them 
through; the system will quit on them. That 
is not good enough for America. He under-
stands that to make sure that every single 
child gets educated, we must understand 
whether they’re learning to read and write 
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and add and subtract. And if they are, we 
will praise the teachers. But if we find out 
that our children can’t read, write, and add 
and subtract, we better do something about 
it early, before it’s too late. No child should 
be left behind in America. 

Norm’s got a record of prosecution— 
prosecuting white-collar crime. Our Nation 
must have confidence in our institutions. 
I oftentimes talk about the need for each 
of us to be responsible for our behavior. 
Corporate America must be responsible for 
its behavior as well. We expect balance 
sheets to be fair and open. We expect 
transparency, and we expect those in 
charge of corporate America to treat the 
shareholders and employees with the ut-
most respect. 

I need Norm in the Senate to help me 
on Medicare. Today I had the honor of 
going to the University of Minnesota Med-
ical Center, and what a fabulous place that 
is. It is first-class. And we saw some of 
the new—heard about some of the new 
drug therapies being developed to save 
lives and extend life and to enhance the 
quality of life. And what we need is a 
Medicare plan that not only encourages in-
novation but gives seniors choices, all of 
which will include prescription drugs. 

I need a man in the Senate who will 
join me in nominating judges to our courts 
who will not use the bench from which 
to legislate but will strictly interpret the 
Constitution of the United States. 

And we need a voice in the United 
States Senate who will focus on the peo-
ple’s business, not the needless partisan-
ship, the bickering, the name-calling that 
too often—too often fills that great Cham-
ber. We need somebody who can work with 
both sides of the aisle, somebody who’s fo-
cused on what’s right for Minnesota and 
what’s right for America. And there’s no 
doubt in my mind that the right person 
to handle that important responsibility is 
Norman Coleman. 

And I’m here to campaign for John Kline 
for the United States House of Representa-

tives. If the good folks in his district are 
wise, they’ll send him to Washington. John 
served the United States with distinction 
as a member of the Marine Corps. He un-
derstands the need to support our military, 
and we need people who will support our 
military in the United States Congress. 

The thing I like about this good man 
is, he actually worked on a farm. He knows 
if you own the land and make a living on 
the land, every day is Earth Day. He un-
derstands how important farming is not 
only to his district but to his State and 
to the Nation. And he understands what 
I know: When you’re good at something, 
you need to promote it. Our farmers and 
ranchers are the best in the world, and 
we need to be selling our farm products 
and ranch products all over the world. 

I look forward to having John in the 
United States Congress to work on the 
homeland defense and on the defense of 
our Nation. And when you put him there, 
he’ll bring honor to that office. 

I’m also here—I’m pleased to urge you 
to work hard for your next Governor, Tim 
Pawlenty. He understands what I know: If 
you let people keep more of their own 
money, it invigorates the economy. And he 
knows the best way to bring fiscal discipline 
to any body of government is to resist un-
necessary spending. Tim Pawlenty will be 
a fine and great Governor for the State 
of Minnesota, and I’m proud to lend my 
support. 

I’m pleased to talk about tax relief and 
trade because it is necessary to—those are 
necessary items to make sure our economy 
recovers. You know, in Washington, they 
talk a lot about statistics, and that’s fine— 
‘‘This number’s up, or that number’s 
down.’’ What I worry about is, anytime any-
body is looking for work and can’t find 
it, we’ve got a problem. So therefore, I 
ask the question, how do we make sure 
we continue to expand our job base? What 
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does it take to make sure that the entrepre-
neurial spirit of America is strong and vi-
brant so that there are more jobs for peo-
ple who want to work? And that means 
making sure Congress doesn’t overspend, 
doesn’t overcommit, and making sure we 
have fiscal sanity in Washington, DC. 

We cut taxes at the right time. You see, 
I read the textbook that says, when people 
have more money, they’re going to demand 
a good or a service. And if they demand 
a good or a service, somebody’s going to 
produce the good and service. And if some-
body produces that good and service, it 
means somebody’s going to find work. For 
the good of long-term economic growth 
and for the good of long-term economic 
vitality, we need to make the tax cuts per-
manent. And I want a Senator and Mem-
bers of the House to do so. 

One of the worst taxes in America is 
what they call the death tax. It’s a tax that 
taxes people’s assets more than once. It’s 
a tax that hurts farmers and ranchers. It 
says you cannot leave your business, if 
you’re a small-business owner, to your rel-
ative. It says to some in America that if 
your loved one passes away, that you might 
have to liquidate your family farm in order 
to pay inheritance taxes. The Congress did 
the right thing in eliminating the tax, but 
it only lasts, because of a quirk in the Sen-
ate rules, for 10 years. We need people 
in the United States Congress who under-
stand how bad the death tax is to small-
business owners, ranchers, and farmers in 
America and make the repeal of the death 
tax permanent. 

So I spend a lot of time on economic 
security and will continue to do so until 
I’m confident people can find work. 

I also spend a lot of time on our home-
land security. You need to know that we 
fight an enemy that is not only ruthless, 
a group of people who don’t value human 
life, but they’re—they hide, and they’re pa-
tient, and they’re determined to hurt Amer-
ica. People—I’m sure some of the young 
hear, ‘‘Well, why would you want to hurt 

our country? Why would they care?’’ And 
the answer is, because we’re a beacon for 
freedom. We stand for things they don’t 
stand for. 

See, we believe people should be able 
to worship the Almighty God any way they 
see fit; they don’t. We believe people 
should be able to speak their mind. We 
believe in a free press. We believe in open 
elections. What we stand for is freedom, 
and they hate freedom; and, therefore, they 
hate us. But they may be patient. We’re 
more patient. They may be determined. We 
are more determined. They may think they 
have hit a country which is soft and weak. 
They have found out the United States of 
America will defend our freedoms at all 
costs. We’re going to hunt them down one 
by one and bring them to justice. 

We are—we’re making progress in a dif-
ferent kind of war. You know, you watch 
the old war films, you’d see tanks moving 
across a battlefield or formations of air-
planes. That’s not the kind of war we’re 
in. We’re after international killers, cold-
blooded killers. That’s all they are. They— 
and, therefore, we’ve got to make sure at 
home we’re secure. 

The other day, I made a far-reaching 
proposal that urges Congress to join me 
in reorganizing our Government so we can 
do as good a job as possible about pro-
tecting the homeland. Listen, I didn’t run 
by saying, ‘‘Vote for me. I’m for bigger 
Government.’’ That wasn’t my platform. 
[Laughter] But I did run and say, ‘‘Give 
us a chance to produce results.’’ 

Now, you need to know that when it 
comes to homeland security, there are over 
100 agencies involved with homeland secu-
rity, which means it’s hard to align author-
ity and responsibility. We’ve got 100 of 
them scattered all over Washington. I think 
those agencies, for the good of the country, 
need to be under one Cabinet officer. We 
need to have as a—the priority of these 
agencies the protection of the American 
people. Now, some of the agencies do 
other things, no question about it. But in 
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order to effect a new culture and to set 
new priorities, it makes sense to me to 
have authority and responsibility aligned. 

And this new agency will have several 
functions. One is to make sure we under-
stand who’s coming into our country and 
why they’re coming in and whether they’re 
leaving when they say they’re going to 
leave. This new agency will be charged with 
working with some of America’s finest citi-
zens, our first-responders, the police and 
firefighters and EMS teams all across the 
country, to make sure that we respond to 
an emergency if it ever were to occur. This 
new agency is in charge of working to deal 
with the threat of bio—a bioterrorist attack, 
so they’ve got the immunizations available 
and our health care systems are prepared 
to respond. This new agency will analyze 
data, intelligence that has been gathered 
from around the world, and analyze it in 
one place to determine our vulnerabilities 
and then the response necessary to button 
up the American homeland. 

I’m proud of those who work for our 
Government. We’ve got a lot of fine folks 
working a lot of hours, running down any 
kind of hint there is. Any kind of suggestion 
that somebody is going to do something 
to America, we’re responding as quickly as 
we possibly can. And we’re making good 
progress. But you just need to know, the 
best way to secure the homeland is to do 
what we’re doing, and that’s to hunt these 
killers down one person at a time. 

In my speech to the country outlining 
my vision for a Department of Homeland 
Security, I told the folks that we’ve—we 
and our friends have hauled in over 2,400 
of these killers. Sometimes you’ll know 
about it, and sometimes you won’t. But 
what you need to know is that wherever 
they try to light, we’re going to get them 
on the run, and we’re going to keep them 
moving. And we’re going to keep them 
moving until our military and our coalition 
brings them to justice. 

You’ve got to know how proud I am of 
the United States military. What a great 

group. I asked the United States Congress 
for a significant increase in defense spend-
ing. And I know the two gentlemen up 
here, if they were in the Halls of the Con-
gress, would be strongly supporting what 
I’m about to tell you. The reason I asked 
for the biggest increase since President 
Ronald Reagan was the President is be-
cause I believe this: Anytime you commit 
an American youth into harm’s way, they 
must have the best equipment, the best 
training, the best pay possible. 

And the increase also sends this signal 
to our friends and allies, as well as the 
enemy: We’re in it for the long haul. We’re 
talking about freedom. We’re talking about 
civilization itself. History has called our 
country into action. There’s a big spotlight 
on America, and our country will lead. We 
will lead this vast coalition. 

I want you to know, the doctrine that 
says, ‘‘Either you’re with us, or you’re with 
the terrorists,’’ it still stands, and we en-
force it every single day. If you harbor a 
terrorist, if you feed a terrorist, if you fi-
nance a terrorist, you’re just as guilty as 
the killers who struck America on Sep-
tember the 11th, and we’ll hold you ac-
countable as well. 

Our task is bigger than any single indi-
vidual. We chase down a network. And at 
the same time, I have tried to speak as 
plainly as I possibly can about those nations 
with—who harbor weapons of mass de-
struction, who would dare try to blackmail 
the United States and other freedom-loving 
countries. We cannot and we must not 
allow the world’s worst leaders to develop 
and deploy the world’s worst weapons. We 
owe it to our children and we owe it to 
our children’s children to be tough and 
firm. 

We’re making progress. We’ve got a lot 
of work to do, a lot of work. And I appre-
ciate so very much the resolve of the Amer-
ican people. My, what a fantastic country 
we have. We are so strong and so coura-
geous and so compassionate, it leads me 
to declare this, that out of the evil done 
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to America will come incredible good. Out 
of the evil done to our country will be 
some—some positive developments, starting 
with this. I believe that as the United 
States continues to lead with resolution and 
determination, that we can achieve peace. 
We can achieve peace not only here at 
home, but we can achieve peace in places 
around the world that haven’t dreamt of 
peace or dreamt that peace is possible. I 
believe it. 

I believe that the terrorists—I don’t 
know what went through their mind. They 
must have thought we were so self-ab-
sorbed and materialistic that all we would 
do after 9/11 was file a lawsuit or two. 
[Laughter] What they didn’t realize is that 
this is a great nation, a great nation full 
of determined people, people not only to 
work for peace but people who here at 
home will seize the moment to make our 
communities a more decent and positive 
place for everybody to live. 

We live in a fabulous nation, a rich na-
tion, but we must always remember that 
in our wealth, there are pockets of despair. 
There’s loneliness. There’s addiction. There 
are children who wonder whether the 
American Dream is meant for them. And 
I believe out of the evil done to America 
will come the good of addressing those 
problems, because a lot of Americans have 
stepped back and said, ‘‘What is the value 
of life? How do I have a complete life?’’ 
And many of our fellow citizens understand 
that to have a complete life, you love a 
neighbor just like you’d like to be loved 
yourself. There are thousands of our citi-
zens, on a daily basis, responding to the 
evil done to America by mentoring a child 
or helping a shut-in or delivering food to 
the hungry, providing shelter for the home-
less. 

And that’s the true strength of our coun-
try. We’re a decent country, a compas-
sionate country. We understand that each 
of us can’t do everything, but each of us 
can do something to help make a difference 

in changing America, one soul, one con-
science, one heart at a time. 

And that is why I feel so strongly that 
our Government must not fear the compas-
sionate programs that emanate out of the 
faith-based institutions. We must not dis-
criminate against faith. We must welcome 
faith in America in order to change lives. 

And that’s part of the spirit that is evolv-
ing in the country. We are ushering in a 
new period of personal responsibility, 
where each of us understands we’re respon-
sible for the decisions we make in life. 
We’re responsible for loving our children. 
If you’re a mom or a dad—if you’re lucky 
enough to be a mom or a dad, you’re re-
sponsible for loving your children with all 
your heart and all your soul. If you live 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and you’re 
aware of a friend in need, you’re respon-
sible for helping that friend in need. If 
you’re running a corporation, you’re re-
sponsible for open books and treating your 
employees well. 

That message came home loud and clear 
in Flight 93, the concept of serving some-
thing greater than yourself in life, the con-
cept of understanding that patriotism is 
more than saying the pledge or saluting 
the flag; patriotism is serving your Nation 
by helping a neighbor in need. We had 
citizens traveling across the country. They 
realized their airplane was going to be used 
as a weapon. They told their loved ones 
they loved them. They said a prayer. One 
guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ And they drove the 
plane in the ground to save other people’s 
lives. It’s the new spirit of the 21st century. 

And so, tonight I urge you not only to 
work hard for these good candidates but 
work hard to be a part of making America 
a complete country for everybody. And it’s 
happening—it’s happening. You see, I can 
confidently predict, out of the evil done 
to America will come great good, because 
I’m the President of the greatest nation 
in the face of the Earth. 

It is my honor to be here. May God 
bless you all, and may God bless America. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 6:10 p.m. at 
the Target Center Arena. In his remarks, he 
referred to Steve Sviggum, speaker, and gu-
bernatorial candidate Tim Pawlenty, majority 
leader, Minnesota House of Representatives; 

Dick Day, minority leader, Minnesota Sen-
ate; and Minnesota Secretary of State Mary 
Kiffmeyer. John Kline was a candidate for 
Congress in Minnesota’s First Congressional 
District. 

Memorandum on Designation of Officers of the United States Agency for 
International Development To Act as Administrator 
July 10, 2002 

Memorandum for the Administrator of the 
United States Agency for International 
Development 

Subject: Designation of Officers of the 
United States Agency for International 
Development to Act as Administrator 

By the authority vested in me as Presi-
dent under the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, including 
the Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 1998, 
5 U.S.C. 3345 et seq., I hereby order that: 

Section 1. Order of Succession. 
Subject to the provisions of section 2 of 

this memorandum, during any period when 
both the Administrator of the United States 
Agency for International Development (Ad-
ministrator) and the Deputy Administrator 
of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development (Deputy Adminis-
trator) have died, resigned, or otherwise be-
come unable to perform the functions and 
duties of the office of Administrator, the 
following officers of the United States 
Agency for International Development, in 
the order listed, shall perform the functions 
and duties of the office of Administrator, 
if they are eligible to act as Administrator 
under the provisions of the Federal Vacan-
cies Reform Act of 1998, until such time 
as the Administrator or Deputy Adminis-
trator is able to perform the functions and 
duties of the office of Administrator: 

Assistant Administrator for Policy and 
Program Coordination; 

Assistant Administrator for Legislative 
and Public Affairs; 

Assistant Administrator for Management; 
and 

The Assistant Administrators for the fol-
lowing Bureaus in the order in which they 
shall have taken the oath of office: 

Bureau for Africa; 
Bureau for Asia and the Near East; 
Bureau for Democracy, Conflict, and 

Humanitarian Assistance; 
Bureau for Economic Growth, Agri-

culture, and Trade; 
Bureau for Europe and Eurasia; 
Bureau for Global Health; and 
Bureau for Latin America and the Carib-

bean. 
Sec. 2. Exceptions. 

(a) No individual who is serving in an 
office listed in section 1 in an acting 
capacity shall, by virtue of so serving, 
act as Administrator pursuant to this 
memorandum. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of this 
memorandum, the President retains 
discretion, to the extent permitted by 
the Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 
1998, 5 U.S.C. 3345–3349d, to depart 
from this memorandum in designating 
an acting Administrator. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on July 12. 
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Message to the Congress Transmitting the District of Columbia’s Fiscal 
Year 2003 Budget Request 
July 11, 2002 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to my constitutional authority 

and consistent with sections 202(c) and (e) 
of The District of Columbia Financial Man-
agement and Responsibility Assistance Act 
of 1995 and section 446 of The District 
of Columbia Self-Governmental Reorga-
nization Act as amended in 1989, I am 
transmitting the District of Columbia’s Fis-
cal Year 2003 Budget Request Act. 

The proposed FY 2003 Budget Request 
Act reflects the major programmatic objec-

tives of the Mayor and the Council of the 
District of Columbia. For FY 2003, the 
District estimates total revenues and ex-
penditures of $5.7 billion. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
July 11, 2002. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 12. 

Remarks to the Recipients of the 2001 Presidential Early Career Awards 
for Scientists and Engineers 
July 12, 2002 

Well, thank you all very much for coming 
today. It’s a privilege to welcome our coun-
try’s best minds to the White House. Today 
it is my honor, high honor to welcome the 
men and women receiving the 2001 Presi-
dential Early Career Awards for Scientists 
and Engineers. 

I want to thank you all for coming. I 
appreciate so very much the first steps in 
the careers of discovery that you’ve taken. 
And the amazing thing is, your colleagues 
already recognize the great potential of 
your work. Dr. Marburger was telling me 
that it was only 5 years ago that a person 
who had—who received an award that 
you’re receiving today became a Nobel lau-
reate. Maybe I’m looking at another Nobel 
laureate or two here. [Laughter] 

You need to know that the breakthroughs 
that you have made will make life better 
for all Americans. Your explorations will ex-
pand our understanding of the world, and 
that’s important. Your innovations will help 

America stay at the forefront of techno-
logical development for decades to come. 

Most Americans may not understand all 
you do and all the details of your work. 
But we understand your promise and your 
commitment and your dedication. And 
we’re grateful for it, so thanks for coming. 

I appreciate Larry Lindsey, my Director 
of the National Economic Council, and 
Jack Marburger, the Director of the Office 
of Science and Technology Policy, for 
spearheading this event. I want to thank 
a couple of my Cabinet Secretaries who 
are here: Ann Veneman of Agriculture and 
Spence Abraham of Energy. Thank you 
both for your service. 

I appreciate Rita Colwell, as Director of 
the National Science Foundation, for being 
here, for her work. I want to thank Elias 
Zerhouni from the NIH for being here. 
Dr. Zerhouni is—we plucked him out of 
the private sector to serve our country, and 
he’s doing a fine job. I just want to remind 
everybody that the commitment we made 
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that we would double the budget in the 
NIH has been completed, and I appreciate 
your leadership there, Dr. Zerhouni. 

I want to thank Vice Admiral Conrad 
Lautenbacher of—the Administrator of 
NOAA, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. I want to thank Dr. Arden 
Bement, the Director of the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology—Arden, 
thank you very much, sir—John Hopps, the 
Deputy Director of the Defense Research 
and Engineering at the Department of De-
fense. I want to thank James Burris, the 
Deputy Chief Research and Development 
Officer of the Veterans Health Administra-
tion, and Shannon Lucid, who is the Chief 
Scientist of NASA. 

The reason I mention these fine folks 
is that they all picked you. So when you 
see them at the reception—[laughter]—be 
nice to them. [Laughter] 

I want to welcome the family member 
or friend that you picked to come here. 
I’m sorry the room is so small. I suspect 
we could have accommodated a lot more 
people if we had a bigger room. But Dr. 
Marburger told me that at the reception 
other family members will be there. Please 
give them my best, and sorry I couldn’t 
extol your virtues in front of them, in their 
person. But I want to welcome you all as 
well to the White House. It’s quite a place 
to go to work, as I’m sure you can imagine. 
And I hope you recognize it’s quite a place 
to receive an award too. 

The honorees are—you’re serving Amer-
ica; that’s what you’re doing. And you’re 
doing so in the best of—in the best of 
the public interest. And for that, we’re 
grateful. 

You’re learning how the smallest known 
particles operate and interact. You’re laying 
down the foundation for new methods of 
diagnosing and treating cancer and heart 
disease, doing research to protect Ameri-
cans against threats posed by chemical 
weapons. You’re exploring the unchartered 
territory of the human mind. 

Your work advances important national 
goals. And accomplishing these goals re-
quires the cooperation amongst scientists 
and engineers in our universities, our Gov-
ernment agencies, and, of course, in the 
private sector. 

This award is a statement of our con-
fidence, the Nation’s confidence and the 
tremendous good that can come when the 
American Government supports the genius 
of the American people. 

My administration is continuing a great 
tradition. Whether finding cures for dis-
eases or learning how to better predict nat-
ural disasters or developing information 
technology that unites the world, Govern-
ment-funded basic research expands knowl-
edge and learning and helps our people 
to live longer and healthier and more satis-
fying lives. We are committed to basic re-
search from the Federal Government. And 
we will keep that commitment so long as 
we’re here. 

Innovation is one of our greatest national 
strengths. It drives our economy. It helps 
protect our environment. And the truth of 
the matter is, it improves lives all across 
the globe. In all of your work, you’re con-
tributing to the strength of America and 
to the well-being of our people. 

You probably have become scientists or 
engineers because you’re motivated by the 
thrill of discovery—I suspect that’s the 
case—or by the quest to push outward the 
bounds of human knowledge. And many 
of you will make significant discoveries. It 
probably won’t be household names—not 
all that bad, I might add. [Laughter] But 
Americans will know your work because it 
will touch their lives, and I hope you un-
derstand that that in itself is a great honor 
and a great accomplishment. 

You’ll blaze the trail for others who will 
build on your successes and then, of course, 
discover their own. That’s the wonders of 
science and engineering. 

I appreciate the fact that many of you 
are already inspiring young boys and girls 
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to explore their interest in science and en-
gineering. That in itself is an incredibly im-
portant contribution to our country, to ex-
cite youngsters about the promise and hope 
of science and promise and hope of engi-
neering. By involving students in your work 
and creating opportunities for young Amer-
icans to learn about career opportunities 
in the sciences, you’re opening minds and 
opening doors to future researchers. Your 
impact will be felt for decades to come, 
and that’s why I’ve come to speak to you. 

So on behalf of all Americans, I want 
to thank you for your commitment to im-

Statement on Iran 
July 12, 2002 

We have seen throughout history the 
power of one simple idea: When given a 
choice, people will choose freedom. As we 
have witnessed over the past few days, the 
people of Iran want the same freedoms, 
human rights, and opportunities as people 
around the world. Their Government 
should listen to their hopes. 

In the last two Iranian Presidential elec-
tions and in nearly a dozen parliamentary 
and local elections, the vast majority of the 
Iranian people voted for political and eco-
nomic reform. Yet their voices are not 
being listened to by the unelected people 
who are the real rulers of Iran. Uncompro-
mising, destructive policies have persisted, 
and far too little has changed in the daily 
lives of the Iranian people. Iranian stu-
dents, journalists, and Parliamentarians are 
still arrested, intimidated, and abused for 
advocating reform or criticizing the ruling 
regime. Independent publications are sup-
pressed. And talented students and profes-

proving lives and exploring new horizons. 
I congratulate you for your hard work. I 
urge you not to stop, to keep using your 
God-given talents and your God-given ge-
nius to make the world better for all of 
us. 

May God bless your work, and God bless 
America. Congratulations. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:10 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building. 

sionals, faced with the dual specter of too 
few jobs and too many restrictions on their 
freedom, continue to seek opportunities 
abroad rather than help build Iran’s future 
at home. Meanwhile, members of the rul-
ing regime and their families continue to 
obstruct reform while reaping unfair bene-
fits. 

Iran is an ancient land, home to a proud 
culture with a rich heritage of learning and 
progress. The future of Iran will be decided 
by the people of Iran. Right now, the Ira-
nian people are struggling with difficult 
questions about how to build a modern 
21st-century society that is at once Muslim, 
prosperous, and free. There is a long his-
tory of friendship between the American 
people and the people of Iran. As Iran’s 
people move towards a future defined by 
greater freedom, greater tolerance, they will 
have no better friend than the United 
States of America. 
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Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Fiscal 
Year 2003 Budget Amendments 
July 12, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
I ask the Congress to consider the en-

closed requests for FY 2003 budget amend-
ments for the Securities and Exchange 
Commission and for the Departments of 
Agriculture, Commerce, and Housing and 
Urban Development. The discretionary 
budgetary resources proposed in my FY 
2003 budget would not be increased by 
these requests. 

This transmittal also contains FY 2003 
budget amendments for the legislative 
branch. As a matter of comity, appropria-
tions requests of the legislative branch are 

transmitted without change. These addi-
tional amendments would increase discre-
tionary resources for the legislative branch 
by $17.7 million. 

The details of these requests are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget. 
I concur with his comments and observa-
tions. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this letter. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Requesting Funds 
for the Disaster Relief Program of the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency 
July 12, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
In accordance with provisions of Public 

Law 107–73, the Departments of Veterans 
Affairs and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, and Independent Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2002, I hereby request and 
make available $500 million for the disaster 
relief program of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA). 

These funds would allow FEMA to con-
tinue providing assistance to victims of dis-
asters in several States, including victims 
of recent flooding in Texas and wild fires 
in Arizona and Colorado. These funds 
would also be available for ongoing re-
sponse to prior disasters and to ensure that 

FEMA has resources on hand to provide 
timely response to future disasters. 

I designate the funds made available 
today as an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A) of the Balanced 
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act 
of 1985, as amended. 

The details of this action are set forth 
in the attached letter from the Director 
of Management and Budget. I concur with 
his comments and observations. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this letter. 
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The President’s Radio Address 
July 13, 2002 

Good morning. Congress came back to 
Washington this week, and they have a lot 
of work ahead of them before the August 
vacation. I urge the Congress to join me 
in acting to achieve three big goals: We 
need to win the war; we need to protect 
our homeland; and we must strengthen our 
economy. 

Winning the war and protecting the 
homeland require a sustained national com-
mitment. More than 100 days ago, I asked 
Congress to pass emergency funding to 
equip our Armed Forces and strengthen 
security at our airports. The Department 
of Defense and the new Transportation Se-
curity Administration are still waiting for 
the money. Without prompt congressional 
action, our military will need to start 
cannibalizing spare parts to keep equip-
ment running; the Transportation Security 
Administration will have to suspend the 
purchase and installation of up to 1,100 
bomb detection systems; and the FAA may 
have to furlough up to 35,000 air traffic 
employees. 

Congress must fund our troops while 
they’re fighting a war, and Congress must 
provide funds to continue improving secu-
rity at our airports. Congress also must pass 
the Defense appropriations for next year’s 
budget. The House has acted. The Senate 
must act. Our Nation is at war, and our 
budget priorities and actions need to reflect 
that reality. Congress should send the De-
fense bill to my desk by the end of this 
month. 

These bills are critical. Yet, quick action 
on them does not and should not preclude 
simultaneous progress on other legislation. 
Creating more jobs and strengthening our 
economy are an urgent part of our agenda. 

Congress can act to create jobs by giving 
me trade promotion authority, which will 
allow me to open up foreign markets to 
American goods and create better American 

jobs. For the sake of long-term growth and 
job creation, I ask Congress to make last 
year’s tax reductions permanent. And I ask 
Congress to work with me to pass a ter-
rorism insurance bill, to give companies the 
security they need to expand and create 
jobs through new building projects. 

Perhaps the greatest need for our econ-
omy at this moment is restoring confidence 
in the integrity of the American business 
leaders. Nearly every week brings news of 
greater productivity or strong consumer 
spending but also a discovery of fraud and 
scandal, problems long in the making and 
now coming to light. 

This week, I announced new steps my 
administration is taking to crack down on 
corporate fraud. I proposed doubling jail 
time for financial fraud. I am creating a 
new task force at the Justice Department 
to aggressively investigate corporate crime. 
I’m requesting an additional $100 million 
to give the SEC the manpower and the 
technology it needs to better enforce the 
law. This year, the SEC has acted to bar 
71 officers and directors from ever again 
serving as a director of a public company. 
All of these measures are in addition to 
the comprehensive plans I announced and 
the House passed to protect worker pen-
sions and to make CEOs more accountable. 

As part of this crackdown, I support the 
creation of a strong, independent board 
that will provide effective oversight of the 
accounting profession. This board would 
have the ability to monitor, investigate, and 
enforce high ethical principles by punishing 
individual offenders. My administration is 
working with congressional leaders in both 
parties to pass legislation that will protect 
workers and shareholders and investors. I 
am pleased that the Senate approved sev-
eral of my new proposals this week. The 
Senate, the House, and my administration 
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will not stop working until a final bill is 
passed. 

Strengthening the economy and pro-
tecting the homeland and fighting the war 
on terror are critical issues that demand 
prompt attention. I urge the Congress to 
act on all these issues before they adjourn 
for their August recess. 

Thank you for listening. 

Interview With Polish Journalists 
July 12, 2002 

The President. I’m looking forward to our 
state dinner. It’s a chance for me to, on 
a personal level, repay the favor of my 
friend Aleksander for his great hospitality 
to Laura and me when we visited he and 
Jolanta there in Warsaw. Secondly, it’s a 
chance to say to our country and the world 
how important our relations are with Po-
land. We really think—respect the Polish 
people. We’ve got great numbers of Polish 
Americans who still love the motherland. 
And it’s going to be a wonderful occasion 
to build on a great relationship, make it 
even better. 

We will discuss a lot of topics. We’ll talk 
about the war on terror. Poland has been 
a great friend and supporter, member of 
the coalition on the war against terror. 
We’ve got troops in the—on ships off the 
Indian Ocean. We’ve got engineers in 
Bagram, shared intelligence. Aleksander has 
been a strong friend and supporter. I’m 
confident he’ll want to talk about NATO 
expansion. Perhaps I’ll leave that for a 
question. 

But all in all, we’ve got great relations, 
and I look forward to having a good con-
versation with a leader I respect. And I 
respect Aleksander Kwasniewski. 

Why don’t we start with you, sir. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:25 
a.m. on July 12 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
July 13. The transcript was made available 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on July 
12 but was embargoed for release until the 
broadcast. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript 
of this address. 

Democracy in Poland 
Q. Thank you. Mr. President, about your 

talks with President Kwasniewski next 
week, Poland has been viewed by your ad-
ministration as one of the most successful 
examples of democratic transformation. 
However, the current Polish Government 
is taking some steps and adopting some 
laws which would obviously limit independ-
ence of media and central bank, which are 
the pillars of democracy. So are you going 
to raise these issues with the President? 

The President. Well, first of all, I’ve got 
faith that a democracy will work. And I 
am confident that the Polish Government 
and the Polish people will come up with 
the right answers to issues relating to any 
law. I will—of course, if he asks my opin-
ion, I will remind him that an independent 
media is a very important part of democ-
racy. It’s one of the pillars of democracy. 
I value our media, as an aside, saying that 
of course to pander to the people here 
that cover me on a daily basis. [Laughter] 

But I do value a free and open media, 
and I think it’s an incredibly important 
part. But your opening statement was true. 
We value the progress that Poland has 
made and the example Poland has set in 
a neighborhood that was a pretty tough 
neighborhood for awhile. And I was most 
impressed, when I went to Warsaw, to see 
the spirit of the people and the optimism. 
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I understand the country is going through 
tough times, but all countries go through 
tough times. 

President’s Upcoming Visit to Troy, 
Michigan 

Q. Mr. President, you’re taking 
Aleksander Kwasniewski—it was your deci-
sion to go to Troy, Michigan, to meet with 
Polish Americans. 

The President. Yes, we are. 
Q. What is the reason for that meeting, 

and if you could tell us, what is your mes-
sage to Polish Americans? 

The President. Well, first of all, the mes-
sage to Polish Americans is, I respect and 
honor the Polish traditions and Polish herit-
age. Actually, there was a—even in my own 
State of Texas, there is a community or 
two that Polish Americans have settled in 
Texas and still retains many of the great 
traditions and heritages. 

It also reminds people that even though 
they have got a Polish heritage and em-
braced Polish traditions, they’re Americans. 
It’s a great part of the American experi-
ence. We envelop and welcome people 
from all walks of life. That in itself is an 
important statement to constantly make in 
our country. It reminds people of the 
strength of the country. 

I’ve decided to go to Troy, Michigan, 
because it’s going to be a—I hope it’s a 
fun trip for Aleksander. I mean, I think 
it’s important—I understand what a state 
dinner is like. It’s formal. You’ll see; it’s 
going to be a grand day. They arrive on 
the South Lawn. The military will be there. 
There’s a lot of pomp and circumstance. 
It’s an exciting ceremony; it really is. And 
then there will be the formal dinners and 
the black tie, and the people will come, 
and the entertainment and the food—it’s 
going to be great. 

But there’s more to a good American 
experience than just a formal dinner. I try 
to wear a tuxedo as little as possible, I 
want you to know. But flying out there 
to Michigan, the heartland of the country, 

with our friend, is going to be great. And 
he’s going to see a big, enthusiastic crowd. 
It will give him a chance to say some 
things. And I think that’s important to pro-
vide him a forum, so that he can not only 
be seen in a tuxedo but be seen speaking 
his mind about whatever issue he wants 
to talk about to an American audience that 
is made up of people from his homeland 
that have now settled in our country. I 
think it’s going to be a great event. To 
me, it helps complete the state dinner as-
pect of the trip. 

U.S. Economy 
Q. Mr. President, I talked to Mr. 

Kwasniewski just before yesterday. 
The President. Yes. How is he doing? 
Q. Great. He looks good, in good shape. 
The President. Looking forward to a 3-

mile run? [Laughter] 
Q. He told me that one of the topics 

he would like to touch on is the recent 
financial scandals in the U.S., because they 
are a kind of backlash on Central Europe, 
and the recovery is difficult. And there’s 
this feeling outgoing that the U.S. Govern-
ment is not doing enough to change its 
own rules to really prevent the backlash 
for a Central European—— 

The President. Yes, I’ll explain to him 
we are doing things, and I will be glad 
to lay out the initiative I talked about— 
and have been talking about, by the way, 
since March—February and March and 
then the speech I gave in New York. And 
of course, our House has acted—the House 
of Representatives acted, and the Senate 
has acted. And if he looks at what I pro-
posed and what the Senate has proposed 
and what the House proposed, there’s not 
much difference. And in other words, the 
point is that a bill will come out that will 
hold people accountable for accounting 
error—accounting fraud and, as we go for-
ward, hopefully set an example—make it 
clear to people, there will be a con-
sequence if they continue to do that. 
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There are markets—three things affect 
our markets, I’ll explain to Aleksander. One 
of course is confidence and the numbers, 
and we’re addressing that. Secondly is the 
war on terror. People are still—you know, 
realize that America is still a target. And 
the American people know that we’re doing 
everything we can to protect the homeland 
and run down these killers wherever they 
try to hide. And that’s all they are, by the 
way, just nothing but a bunch of cold-
blooded killers. And thirdly, the corporate 
sector—the profits are beginning to im-
prove, but the price-earnings multiples— 
in other words, the price of a share relative 
to its earnings—was very high, and the 
market is adjusting. So all three of those 
factors are important. 

And obviously we—that’s not the whole 
picture of our economy, and that’s what 
Aleksander has got to understand. The mar-
ket reflects part of it, but our unemploy-
ment rate is—looks like it’s steady. It has 
stopped rising. As a matter of fact, it had 
a drop, and it’s level. Our consumer spend-
ing numbers are up. Our manufacturing or-
ders are increasing. In other words, the 
recovery is beginning to show some 
strength. So therefore, what I’m going to 
ask him is to look at the entire picture. 

Finally, we’ve got good monetary policy 
and good fiscal policy here in Washington, 
and that in itself is part of long-term recov-
ery. And so he’ll hear a man who is—recog-
nizes that we’re making some progress. 
We’ve got to do more, but I’m pleased 
to report to him that I think things are 
going to get better. The foundation for 
long-term growth has been—is in place. 

War on Terrorism 
Q. Mr. President, I wanted to ask you 

a question about the war against terrorism. 
The Europeans seem to less and less sup-
port the war against terrorism. And I won-
der if you could explain to us, why do you 
think it’s happening, and if you are ready 
to go alone on this next phase of the war, 
whatever the phase is? 

The President. No, I don’t feel that the 
support from Europe is lessening. As a 
matter of fact, I’ve just come from a G– 
8 meeting in Canada where, to a person, 
they were very supportive of our war on 
terror, because the Europeans recognize 
that the terrorists could strike them just 
as easy as they could strike us. We’ve still 
got great intelligence sharing amongst our 
nations. We’ve got good police action. We 
have hauled in—‘‘we’’ being the coalition— 
has hauled in—that means arrest—2,400, 
more than 2,400 terrorists. So we’re picking 
them off, one by one. This is a different 
kind of war. 

I use every chance I get, when I speak 
to the American people, to explain why this 
is different. And so—as opposed to destroy-
ing lines of tanks or shooting down air-
planes, success is measured by—one by 
one, one person at a time. And the Euro-
pean leaders understand that, and they’ve 
been very supportive. They still—I think 
we’ve got about 8,000 troops in Afghani-
stan—we do, in the Afghan theater, and 
there’s another 8,000 troops from other na-
tions there as well. So it’s a firm commit-
ment. 

I will continue to communicate and con-
sult with our friends and allies as to every 
stage of the war, as the battlefront shifts. 
By the way, the battlefront isn’t shifting 
out of Afghanistan. We’re there. We’ll re-
main there. We’ve got a lot of work to 
do there. There’s still Al Qaida killers there. 
And of course we’ll need to continue to 
have deliberations with our friends and al-
lies, and we’ll have them for future theaters 
and different operations. We talk to them 
all the time. 

Poland’s Purchase of New Fighter Jets 
Q. Speaking of war, Mr. President, Po-

land is going to buy new fighter planes—— 
The President. Yes, I understand that’s 

the case. 
Q. Yes. And the F–16s are one of 

the—— 
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The President. I’ve got a suggestion for 
them. [Laughter] 

Q. However, President Kwasniewski just 
2 days ago—you kind of—was kind of com-
plaining that maybe the American offer is 
not meeting enough—expectations. So 
is—— 

The President. He’s negotiating in public. 
[Laughter] 

Q. Is your administration in any way 
going to support U.S. companies to win 
the standard—— 

The President. We will offer a fabulous 
product—— 

Q. Fabulous product. 
The President. ——called the F–16. And 

we will work with our friends to make— 
you know, to compete on an above-board 
basis, totally above-board. And you know, 
we hope the Polish Government picks qual-
ity. If they do, they will, of course, come 
our way. But that’s up to the Government. 
Aleksander will be and the Government of 
Poland will—you know, we will respect the 
process and respect the country and appre-
ciate it’s a tough decision and hope they 
make the right decision as far as we’re con-
cerned. But that—— 

Future Role of NATO 
Q. Mr. President, do you think that the 

NATO will play as important role for the 
United States in the present century as it 
played in the previous century? 

The President. Yes. 
Q. And do you think it is possible that 

Russia one day will become NATO mem-
ber? 

The President. Interesting question. First, 
I do think NATO is very important. It’s 
obviously a different role. NATO served as 
kind of a bulwark in defense against Rus-
sian tanks storming across the European 
Continent. Those days are over. Russia is 
no longer the enemy. I witnessed the fact 
that not only have we got good relations 
with Russia, but the very same trip that 
I—when I went to Moscow to sign this 
treaty that literally redefined our relation-

ship from one of distrust and—like it was 
during the cold war, to a new relationship, 
shortly thereafter we went to Italy and wel-
comed a new relationship between NATO 
and Russia. So the whole relationship has 
changed for the better. 

NATO has—and I think it’s going to be 
very hard—very important to work that re-
lationship with Russia, to allow for the— 
the new relationship to develop and ma-
ture. And I think it will in a very positive 
way. 

The new relationship—the new role of 
NATO is—really needs to adjust to the new 
realities of the 21st century, and that is 
how to best fight the war on terror. And 
that means a different configuration of the 
use of our forces and the use of assets. 
Our forces need to be lighter and quicker 
to strike, and elite units need to be pre-
pared to move at a moment’s notice. 

The enemy has changed, and the battle-
field, the nature of the battlefield has 
changed. And therefore, the NATO mission 
must remain the same, mutual defense. But 
its tactics must change. And I think NATO 
is very relevant, and we will be an active 
and engaged partner in NATO. 

Let me just—I’ll ask myself, ‘‘Well, Mr. 
President, do you think we ought to ex-
pand?’’ [Laughter] I gave a very important 
speech in Warsaw. It’s interesting—I hope 
the people in the world that are interested 
in our opinion on subjects noted that the 
speech was in Warsaw. And the speech was 
about a Europe that’s whole, free, and at 
peace. And I talked about the expansion 
of NATO, and I said that I am interested 
more rather than less. And at the same 
time, I urged the applicant countries to 
take nothing for granted, to work very hard 
up until the last minute to show those of 
us in NATO that they’ll be willing and ac-
tive and capable partners. 

And I look forward to our meeting in 
Prague. I fully understand the position of 
the Polish Government. I’ve had long dis-
cussions with Aleksander on the subject of 
NATO expansion, and I think people know 
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that I’m forward-leaning, depending—if the 
member countries, you know, meet their 
MAP requirements. 

Polish and U.S. Central Banks 
Q. I want to go back to the finances 

and the limit. There is an attempt in Po-
land to limit independence of central bank, 
so it would be more—be manipulated more 
by Government, so Government would 
have more influence over central bank. In 
the current situation, what’s your feeling 
about this? 

The President. Well, first of all, I don’t 
know all the facts about how the Polish 
democracy is handling this particular situa-
tion. I can tell you, however, from my expe-
rience, that a central bank should be inde-
pendent. And the independence of our cen-
tral bank gives Chairman Greenspan and 
the other Governors of the Federal Reserve 
great credibility in our country, to know 
that decisions are being made apart from 
politics. And our central bank is a part of— 
is a very important part of our—has been 
and will continue to be a very important 
part of the economic vitality of our country. 
It also gives investors who look at our coun-
try great confidence to know that the mon-
etary supplies be not based upon politics, 
but the decisions on monetary supplies will 
be based upon the vision of some very wise 
people. 

I think, when people look at how capital 
moves into countries, the independence of 
a central bank is an important part of at-
tracting capital. And Poland needs to attract 
capital investment. If anybody were to ask 
me my advice on the central bank, that’s 
what I would give. 

President’s Popularity in Poland/President’s 
Vacation 

Q. I’d like to ask you about different 
subject. According to the latest polls, you 
are the most popular foreign politician lead-
er in Poland. 

The President. Really? I usually say I 
don’t believe in polls, but I may have to 
change my mind. [Laughter] 

Q. With the same approval rate as Presi-
dent Kwasniewski. And I want to ask you 
to comment on this, and—— 

The President. Well, how high is it? 
Q. Would you be willing to visit Poland 

again? 
The President. Seventy-three? 
Q. Why don’t you go to Poland? 
The President. Again?
Q. On holiday. 
The President. Thanks. I don’t know what 

to say. I appreciate that. I’m flattered. 
Q. Are you willing to spend a vacation 

in Poland? With your parents, obviously? 
The President. With my parents? I don’t 

know if my mother could stand that. But 
listen, when I vacation, just kind of know 
about me, I like to be with my family, 
and I like to be in Texas. 

I just recently went to Maine. I’d love 
to go to Maine, too, to be with my mother 
and dad. But my favorite vacation spot is 
my own ranch in the State I love. And 
I like to get out and fool around on the 
land, and it doesn’t matter how hot it is 
or how cold it is. How hot it is and cold 
it is matters to those who have to follow 
me. For me, there is no day hot enough 
or cold enough. [Laughter] These poor 
souls—Crawford in August. That’s my idea 
of vacation. 

Although I must say, I had a great time 
up with Mother and Dad this weekend, 
and I love to be around them as well. But 
this August, I’m going to go down to Texas 
and actually work out of Texas. I’m going 
to travel quite a bit. After all, we’re getting 
into the political season here in America. 
We’ve got our elections in November of 
2002. 

September 11/War on Terrorism 
Q. Mr. President, we talk a lot about 

how September 11th changed the world, 
changed America. Has it changed you? 

The President. Changed me? 
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Q. Yes. 
The President. I don’t think a single 

event can change anybody’s basic values. 
It obviously changed the fact that I knew 
that my time as the President would be 
dedicated to winning the war on terror and 
protecting our homeland. 

This is—I keep telling people this—it’s 
just a different type of war, because much 
of the movement of the enemy is invisible 
to the American people and/or to the 
world. And yet we know they’re there. The 
killers on September the 11th had been 
in our country for a period of time. They 
behaved normally. They looked normal. 
They, you know, were nonthreatening. It 
was hard to tell that they were part of 
this unbelievably evil plot. 

And it—we’re concerned that another 
group are here or somewhere, not only 
here but in other countries in Europe. And 
so the task is an all-consuming task of pro-
tecting our homeland and making sure we 
do everything we can here to find out if 
anybody is here and who they are and dis-
rupt their plans and, at the same time, hunt 
down their leaders. 

The wars of the past had known battle-
fields, and it was clear that such-and-such 
had to happen. There had to be an invasion 
in order to achieve this or that. This is 
a hunt for individuals. We’re chasing down 
one person at a time. They were foolishly 
collected up at one point in time in the 
Shahi-Kot Mountains, and it was a tough 
chore. But our brave soldiers, along with 
coalition soldiers, were able to go in and 
score great success at bringing them to jus-
tice, as I like to put it. 

They’re wise to our ways. They realize 
we’re a heck of a lot tougher than they 
thought. They assumed America was a weak 
country, that we didn’t really believe any-
thing. And they’re finding out that’s not 
the way we think. And so I realized after 
9/11, after I got over the grief, along with 
everybody else in our country, that this was 
a long, very important struggle. 

And the struggle goes beyond just fight-
ing an Al Qaida-type network. I have deep 
concerns about the development and de-
ployment of weapons of mass destruction, 
and so should you, so should anybody who 
loves freedom, because there are nations 
in the world developing these weapons who 
hate freedom, leaders hate freedom. And 
what we cannot allow happen is these na-
tions to develop these weapons and then 
blackmail us and/or use them. 

We will have—a judgment will have 
missed history’s call to freedom. And so 
I realize that this war is going to consume 
a lot of my time. On the other hand, these 
members of the press know that I am opti-
mistic person who truly believes that we 
can achieve some positive things out of the 
evil done to the country and to the world. 

So when I talk to our friends, like 
Aleksander and others, I remind them of 
this call. We’re leaders in a significant mo-
ment in history, and we can’t blink, and 
we can’t—we must be determined and fo-
cused to achieve this important objective, 
which is peace for our children, is what 
we’re really fighting for, civilization. 

Yes, ma’am. 

Free Trade 
Q. Mr. President, you always said that 

you are supporter of removing the trade 
barriers. 

The President. Yes. 
Q. Why do you think there are so many 

of them still exist? 
The President. Well, you know, because 

I think the temptation is to be protectionist. 
And it’s easier to mollify constituencies with 
protectionist rhetoric. Poland suffers from 
protectionist policies in parts of Europe, 
as you know. I’m a strong believer in free 
trade. I want the Congress to give me 
what’s called trade promotion authority. I 
will exercise that diligently to open up mar-
kets. 

On the other hand, I have an obligation 
to enforce law. And so I recently said that 
the—I listened to an International Trade 
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Commission ruling on steel. The ITC ruled 
that excessive steel imports were affecting 
our industry in a negative way. I put a 
temporary measure in place, which exempt-
ed, by the way, Poland. And that was a 
chance for the steel industry, our own steel 
industry, to get on its feet. But neverthe-
less, as I reminded members of the Euro-
pean Union, this only represents a very 
small portion of the $2 trillion of trade 
we have each year. 

But protectionism, for some, is a viable 
economic remedy. And in my judgment, 
protectionism would be bad for the world 
and bad for our country. 

We’re opening up—we sent our man to 
Doha to commit to the next round of the 
World Trade Organization. And unlike Se-
attle, where it all fell apart, we were able 
to—‘‘we’’ being those of us in the world 
who support free trade—were able to move 
the process farther down the line. And I 
will continue to work for free trade. It’s 
in our Nation’s interests and the world’s 
interests that we trade. It’s in the devel-
oping world’s interest that there be trade. 
And our country is—we’ve got what’s called 
AGOA, agreement with the African coun-
tries. I’m working on a free trade agree-
ment with Central Americans. I’d like to 
see a free trade agreement from Canada 
all the way down to Argentina. 

As I say, there’s protectionist tendencies 
that occasionally rise up. We’ve just got 
to convince our respective people that trade 
is in their interests. 

Russia-U.S. Relations 
Q. There is another President you have 

such a good relationship; it’s President 
Putin. 

The President. Yes. 
Q. Very good working relationship, on 

terrorism, on oil. But there is this feeling 
also this is in cost of some human rights, 
human rights in Chechnya, press freedom 
in Russia—it’s overlooked now—and prob-
ably some freedom of some other Russian 
republics. Don’t you worry that this close 

relationship is putting your—raising other 
problems? 

The President. No, a close relationship 
with Putin allows me to make the case that, 
on media freedom, for example—as a mat-
ter of fact, on my last trip there, I urged 
him to interface with media entrepreneurs 
from America to understand how free press 
actually works, something that they’re not 
very used to in Russia. And so there have 
been dialog interchanges now with some 
of our media executives. And I do push 
Vladimir Putin on the need to have open 
media and open his media. 

And secondly, in terms of Chechnya, I’m 
constantly talking to Vladimir Putin about 
relations with Chechnya and understanding 
and supporting minority rights. The other 
issue that is very important, to which we 
do not turn a blind eye, and which I’m 
deeply concerned, not only about minority 
rights, is proliferation, matters of prolifera-
tion. I think we’re making some progress 
there. 

The immediate concern was proliferation 
to Iran, and I brought that up with 
Vladimir every time I visited with him. It’s 
a very important issue that he understand 
that an armed Iran could be very dangerous 
to his own country, much less to our 
friends the Israelis or America, itself. And 
we’ve had some very important exchanges 
on that. 

In terms of helping make Russia a more 
secure place, we’re working on what they 
call 10-plus-10-over-10: $10 billion from the 
U.S., $10 billion from Europe over 10 years 
to help secure some weapons stockpiles. 
Vladimir is very interested in working with 
us to decommission some of his nuclear 
submarines to make Russia and the world 
more safe. 

In other words, my only point to you 
is, is that by being closer to Russia, we’re 
able to deal more directly with some of 
the thorny issues that could separate us 
and could in fact make the West less likely 
to deal with Russia. 
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And we’ve got another issues at home 
here that has upset a lot of our people, 
and that’s chickens. Fortunately, we’re ar-
guing over chickens and not over war, over 
chickens and not over missiles, like we used 
to. But a lot of people here feel like there 
was a commitment made to let U.S. chick-
ens into Russia. And they started moving 
into Russia, and all of a sudden they 
stopped moving into Russia. And so I’ve 
been—so whether it be trade or minority 
rights or press, our relations are such that 
we’re able to bring those up in a very frank 
and forthright way and yet still moved a 
very important relationship forward. 

Look, friends don’t always agree, but 
friends are more likely to be able to work 
things out than enemies. As a matter of 
fact, in the old days, if there was a dis-
agreement between enemies, that could 
lead to war. And there won’t be a war 
between Russia and the United States. 

Situation in the Middle East 
Q. Mr. President, a question on another 

very easy subject, the Middle East crisis. 
The President. Yes. [Laughter] 
Q. What solution do you see to the crisis, 

and what compromise do you expect from 
both sides? 

The President. Yes, that’s a very good 
question. First, I do believe that we can 
achieve a vision of two states living side 
by side, at peace with each other. And 
that’s the vision, and that’s what all policy 
must aim toward. It starts with under-
standing that it’s going to be impossible 
to achieve that vision if terrorists are al-
lowed to have a free run and blow up the 
process. 

An incredibly important step toward the 
vision of two states living side by side is 
for the international community, including 
the Arab world, to work with us to develop 
the institutions necessary for the emergence 
of a Palestinian state that will be trans-
parent; it will respect rule of law; it will 
have a constitution that will allow for a 
sharing-of-power arrangement; that will 

have institutions that outlast—are far more 
important than any single one person. 

And we’re in the process of working to-
ward that end. Colin Powell will be meet-
ing with what the call the Quad in New 
York. Foreign Ministers from the Arab 
world will be coming as well, later on, to 
work on the step-by-step process toward 
the emergence of a Palestinian state. And 
I repeat, that requires a constitution, a judi-
ciary, transparency when it comes to finan-
cial conditions. And I believe there’s finan-
cial aid available. I know there is. 

[At this point, the tape machine stopped.] 
The President. Something just ground to 

a halt. That thing had, what do we call 
it, a skidding halt. Sounded like it needs 
some new tires. 

Anyway, the international community 
wants to help with aid, but they’re not 
going to help with aid if it’s going to be 
stolen. Let’s put it very bluntly. And so 
the—— 

[The tape machine stopped again.] 
The President. ——the press conference 

has clearly gone too long. [Laughter] 
So we’re working to get these institutions 

in place. Obviously as security improves, 
Israel is going to have to, as I said, pull 
her troops back to September of 2001— 
2000 levels. In other words—not levels but 
geographic—within geographic boundaries 
of September 2000. They’re going to have 
to deal with the settlements. In other 
words, all parties have got responsibilities. 
The Arab world has got responsibilities, by 
the way, as well, to help on the develop-
ment of a security force necessary—a secu-
rity force, by the way, which must exist 
to enforce security, not enhance the status 
of a single person. 

So we’re making progress. It requires a 
international commitment and a focus on 
a positive end, which is two states living 
side by side in peace. As I said, I’m an 
optimistic fellow and believe that if we stay 
at it and keep working hard, we can get 
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there. But there’s no question in my mind, 
as I said in my speech in the Rose Garden 
recently, that there’s going to be some set-
backs. But our Nation is committed to a 
peaceful resolution of the conflict. 

All right, well, thank you all. 

NOTE: The interview began at 10:55 a.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. 
The transcript was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on July 15. In his re-
marks, the President referred to President 

Aleksander Kwasniewski of Poland, and his 
wife, Jolanta Kwasniewska; and President 
Vladimir Putin of Russia. The President also 
referred to MAP, the Military Assistance Pro-
gram; AGOA, the African Growth and Op-
portunity Act; and the Quartet, a Middle 
East policy planning group consisting of rep-
resentatives from the United States, the 
United Nations, Russia, and the European 
Union. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of this interview. 

Remarks at the University of Alabama-Birmingham in Birmingham, 
Alabama 
July 15, 2002 

Thank you all very much. Thank you for 
coming. 

So I come up here with Thornton, and 
he says, ‘‘I think driving a bulldozer is a 
little easier than introducing you.’’ [Laugh-
ter] I said, ‘‘Well, you must be a pretty 
good bulldozer driver then, Thornton, be-
cause you did a great job of introducing 
me.’’ Thank you very much. I appreciate 
your being here. Thornton is the president 
of Stanley Construction Company. He’s one 
of several business leaders from Alabama 
I met with today to talk about what we 
can do together to help this economy re-
cover. 

I want to first tell you how proud I am 
to be back in Alabama. It’s a great State. 
It’s produced some wonderful Americans, 
starting with my National Security Adviser, 
born and raised, Condoleezza Rice, right 
here in Birmingham. And I’d be in trouble 
with the Secretary of State—at least his 
wife—if I didn’t remind you all that Alma 
Powell was raised—born and raised right 
here in Birmingham, Alabama, too. 

It’s an honor to travel today with mem-
bers of the congressional delegation, two 
fine United States Senators, Senator Shelby 
and Senator Sessions. Thank you all for 

coming. We’ve attracted quite a few mem-
bers of the House delegation here. I’m not 
suggesting that they’re here to be close to 
the President just in case they can get 
aboard Air Force One when we’re heading 
back. [Laughter] But if you guys do get 
on, you’ll find it to be a comfortable plane. 
[Laughter] But I’m proud that Sonny 
Callahan and Terry Everett and Bob Riley 
and Bob Aderholt and Spencer Bachus are 
with us, too. Thank you all for coming. 
These are fine Members, and they’re good 
people to work with, and they put their 
country first. And I appreciate that a lot. 

I know the Lieutenant Governor is here, 
and the attorney general is here, and the 
mayor is here, mayor of Birmingham. I 
want to thank you three for coming as well. 
I appreciate your hospitality. 

I personally want to thank the good folks 
here at UAB, University of Alabama-Bir-
mingham, for allowing us to use, first of 
all, this fantastic facility. I had the honor 
of speaking with the president earlier today. 
I am proud of the accomplishments of this 
fine university. It is a university that is on 
the leading edge of important medical re-
search. It’s a university that has fostered 
and kindled the growth of small businesses 
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here in Birmingham. President Marc was 
rightly proud of the place, and I know you 
are as well. And I want to thank you for 
your hospitality from the bottom of my 
heart. 

And finally, one of the things I like to 
do when I come to a community is meet 
and herald those soldiers in the armies of 
compassion which exist all across our coun-
try. And today when I got off of Air Force 
One, there was a man named Roman Gary 
there. Roman, are you here? Where are 
you, Roman? There he is. Roman Gary— 
the reason I bring up Roman is he is a— 
he’s a man who understands that our chil-
dren need love; in order for our society 
to be a vibrant and whole place, there are 
some who need to be having an adult in 
their life, somebody who—there’s a child 
somewhere in Birmingham and all across 
the country and needs somebody to put 
their arm around them and to say, ‘‘I love 
you. You’re a part of America.’’ 

And so Roman understands that. It didn’t 
require a Government law. It didn’t require 
a giant act of Congress or a Presidential 
edict. It required somebody like Roman 
loving a neighbor like he would like to be 
loved himself. And therefore, he has 
poured his heart and soul into Big Brothers 
and Big Sisters here in Birmingham, Ala-
bama. And I thank you. 

Our society can and will change, one 
heart, one soul, one conscience at a time. 
And while each of us can’t do everything, 
each of us can do something to advance 
a decent and whole society. And so Roman, 
on behalf of the thousands of your fellow 
Americans who heard the call to help the 
communities in which you live, people who 
have assumed responsibility for their lives 
here in America, I want to thank you, and 
thank all of you all for doing the same 
thing. 

A secure America is an America that is 
a compassionate America. A secure Amer-
ica is also an America that is willing to 
hunt down international killers one by one 
and bring them to justice. And that’s what 

we’re going to do. It doesn’t matter how 
long it takes; this country will defend our 
freedoms. This country will defend civiliza-
tion itself. This country will not let the 
acts of a few coldblooded killers stand. 

As well, in order for us to have the secu-
rity we all want, America must get rid of 
the hangover that we now have as a result 
of the binge, the economic binge we just 
went through. We were in a land of—there 
was endless profit; there was no tomorrow 
when it came to, you know, the stock mar-
kets and corporate profits. And now we’re 
suffering a hangover for that binge. 

But I want you to know the economy, 
our economy is fundamentally strong. This 
economy is—has got foundations for growth 
so the people who want to find work can 
find work, so that the entrepreneurs in 
America can flourish. 

Listen to the facts. Inflation is low. An 
important part of an economic recovery is 
to make sure that inflation is under control; 
it is. We’ve got sound monetary policy. In-
terest rates are reasonable. If people want 
to borrow money, you don’t have to pay 
a lot of interest. Productivity is increasing. 
We lead the world in productivity gains 
as a result of the entrepreneurial spirit and 
the fine workers we have in America. That’s 
an important indication of how sound our 
economy is. 

The first quarter growth of 2002 was a 
little over 6 percent. That’s a pretty good 
sign that the foundations for growth are 
there. Orders for durable goods for the past 
6 months are up. The manufacturing sector 
was down, but slowly but surely it is recov-
ering from a slowdown that began for all 
of our economy in early of March 2000. 
Last month, retail sales were up by one 
percent. Consumers are buying. In other 
words, in spite of the fact that we’ve been 
in a slump for a while and in spite of 
the fact that the terrorists attacked us and 
affected our economic outlook, American 
business and workers are resilient and re-
solved. And this economy is coming back. 
That’s the fact. 
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But I understand this, that the American 
economy is constructed on confidence, con-
fidence to invest and build, confidence for 
our small-business owners to take risk, con-
fidence that the job base will expand, con-
fidence to produce and hire. And so I want 
to talk to you today about ways in which 
I intend to continue to work in Washington 
to build confidence, to build on the founda-
tions, the strong foundations for economic 
vitality that exists, to build on the good 
statistics we’re beginning to see. Of course, 
I like to remind people that Washington 
is full of all kinds of numbers-crunchers. 
They talk about this number here and that 
number there. My attitude is, so long as 
somebody who wants to work can’t find 
work, we’ve got a problem we need to deal 
with. 

And so I want to talk about long-term 
economic growth and what we can do 
about it. I want to make sure it is clear 
to those in Congress that I will resist run-
away congressional spending which could 
serve as a drag on economic vitality. 

And finally, I expect and you expect and 
our country expects the highest ethical 
standards in corporate America. First, we’re 
promoting long-term growth, the kind of 
growth that understands that the main job 
creators in America are small-business en-
trepreneurs. And if you’re interested in re-
covery—if you’re interested in recovery of 
the job base, it is important for us to re-
member who creates most of the jobs, and 
those are the small-business owners in 
America. And that’s why I fought so hard 
for a tax cut for the American people. I 
believe, when you cut taxes, it spurs eco-
nomic growth, particularly in the small-
business sector. Most entrepreneurs are not 
incorporated. Most small businesses are 
what they call sole proprietors or limited 
partnerships. And so they pay tax like an 
individual pays tax. And so when we reduce 
the taxes on the individuals, we reduce the 
taxes on small-business growth. It was im-
portant to do that. 

I remember the outcry, of course, be-
cause if you want more money in Wash-
ington, you don’t want to let the people 
keep their own money. So they started 
quoting these textbooks that said, when 
times are slow, raise taxes; when times are 
slow, don’t let the people keep their 
money. The textbook I read says that if 
we let you have your own money, you’ll 
decide to spend it on a good and service. 
And if you decide to spend it on the good 
and service, somebody will produce the 
good and service. And when somebody pro-
duces the good and service, it means some-
body is going to find work. 

In the tax relief plan, we reduced the 
marriage penalty. We reduced the alter-
native minimum tax which affects many 
small-business owners. And we did some-
thing else that’s important—it’s important 
for all small-business owners—and that is, 
we eliminated the death tax. 

I say ‘‘we eliminated the death tax’’; by 
a quirk of the Senate rules, the death tax, 
however, isn’t eliminated after 10 years. 
That’s a hard one to explain. We eliminated 
it, but didn’t eliminate it. So for the good 
of long-term planning, for the good of the 
entrepreneurial spirit, for the good of al-
lowing people to pass their business, farm, 
or ranch to whoever they want to pass it 
to, we need to make the tax cuts that we 
put in place permanent. 

I want to expand trade. I believe that 
will help create jobs. Confident people are 
willing to expand trade. Nonconfident peo-
ple, you know, people who aren’t confident 
about America and our ability to compete, 
want to build barriers around the country. 
And I’m confident. Listen, I know our 
farmers—Alabama farmers, Texas farmers, 
farmers all across the country—are the best 
in the world. And if you’re the best at 
something, we ought to be opening up mar-
kets for them so they can sell their prod-
ucts around the world. 

We’re good at a lot of things in America, 
and we ought to be selling our products 
all around the world. It’s time for Congress 
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to quit talking and start acting and giving 
me trade promotion authority so we can 
open up more markets and more people 
can find work right here in America. 

There’s an issue that the Congress needs 
to get to my desk quickly that will show 
good judgment and a way to help our econ-
omy recover, and that is to pass a terrorism 
insurance bill. It basically says that the 
Government will help cover certain losses 
for insurance companies for a terrorist act. 
It is important that we pass this so that 
major construction projects which cannot 
get insurance can go forward. And when 
those construction projects go forward all 
across the country, it means somebody is 
going to be able to find work. 

It’s important for us to be realistic about 
how to provide help so that there is insur-
ance coverage for projects. We can do so 
that creates jobs—not jobs for trial lawyers. 
We must not have legislation—this legisla-
tion must keep in mind the workers of 
America and not open up our Government 
and/or employers to unnecessary and frivo-
lous and junk lawsuits. 

And I appreciate—I appreciate the re-
form-minded folks here in the State of Ala-
bama who understand that junk and frivo-
lous lawsuits affect small-business owners 
like Thornton. It makes it hard for him 
to expand his business, to hire people. Lis-
ten, you ought to have your day in court, 
no question about it. But we’ve got to make 
sure that these junk and frivolous lawsuits 
stop running up the cost of doing business 
and make it harder for people to employ 
people here in America. 

And finally, good economic policy starts 
with good education policy. And I want 
to share with you right quickly what has 
happened in Washington in terms of public 
education and why I think it’s going to 
make a tremendous difference in the lives 
of citizens all across Alabama and all across 
the country. 

An educated workforce is necessary if we 
intend to compete. A lady representing 
Honda told us today that—I think she said 

there’s going to be additional 2,000 jobs 
here in Alabama. This is in the face of 
what appears to be pretty rough economic 
times for some. But 2,000 new jobs is fan-
tastic. It also means that you make sure 
you’ve got to have 2,000 educated workers. 
And it starts with public schools. It starts 
with making sure every child in America 
learns the basics, learns to read and write 
and add and subtract, which means you 
start with setting the highest of high stand-
ards. 

I can’t tell you how important that is, 
to set high standards and to have high 
standards, because if you don’t, if you have 
low standards, it means certain kids aren’t 
going to learn. If you lower the bar, guess 
what’s going to happen? You’ll have low 
results. People who adhere to low standards 
in public education essentially admit there 
are certain kids who can’t learn. I don’t 
accept it. 

As a matter of fact, I know what happens 
in systems that say there are certain chil-
dren who can’t learn. It basically means, 
if we want to be honest about it, inner-
city African American kids are just shuffled 
through the school system as if they don’t 
matter. Children whose parents don’t speak 
English as a first language, they’re deemed 
to be hard to educate, so it’s just easy to 
move them through. For the good of our 
country, for the good of the job base, for 
the good of the American Dream, we must 
end that kind of education policy in Amer-
ica. 

And that means high standards for every 
child. That means a mindset that says, 
every child can learn, and we expect every 
child to learn. It means that when you re-
ceive Federal money—and by the way, we 
have filled the coffers last time around with 
Federal money for Title I programs. 
There’s a lot of money available for the 
States now as a result of the funding last 
time. 

It says, though, in return, we expect you 
to show us whether or not the children 
are learning to read and write and add and 
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subtract. We expect there to be strong ac-
countability. In return for taxpayers’ money, 
we the taxpayers want to know whether 
or not high standards are being met. We 
expect the children to be able to read and 
write and add and subtract; we want the 
children to be able to read and write and 
add and subtract; and we expect you to 
deliver on the promise that children should 
be able to read and write and add and 
subtract. 

I’ve heard the argument. Listen, I was 
the Governor of a great State that fought 
hard for accountability. I heard every argu-
ment in the book against accountability, you 
know, ‘‘It’s racist to test.’’ It’s racist not 
to test—it’s racist not to test. If you expect 
all children to learn, we want to know, and 
the testing ought to be viewed as a way 
to determine what works and what doesn’t 
work. It ought to be viewed as a way to 
say, ‘‘If there is a problem, let’s address 
it now, early, before it’s too late.’’ We want 
to know. You can’t solve a problem unless 
you’re able to diagnose the problem. 

And the accountability is the diagnostic 
tool available for not the bureaucrats in 
Washington, DC—the local folks, because 
we believe in local control of schools. I 
firmly believe that the education plan that 
we passed is going to make a significant 
difference in making sure we achieve the 
national goal of not one child—no child— 
should be left behind in America. 

In order to make sure we have economic 
growth and vitality, in order to make sure 
we build on the foundation that is laid for 
economic growth, I will enforce fiscal dis-
cipline in Washington, DC. I think it is 
so important that we make sure that we 
fund our priorities, fighting the war and 
the homeland defense, educating our chil-
dren, and that Congress hold the line on 
additional spending. Because if there is per-
ceived deficits, the markets react, and if 
there’s perceived deficit, sure enough 
what’s going to happen is people are going 
to start calling for tax increases. And you 

don’t want to run a person’s taxes up in 
the middle of an economic recovery. 

Secondly, my philosophy is, is that I’d 
rather you spend your money. We want 
to fund our priorities, but when it all comes 
down to it, after the priorities are funded, 
you’re better at spending your money than 
I am. It’s your choice to spend your money 
on your families. 

Congress must control its appetites for 
additional spending. There is—I submitted 
what they call a supplemental. It’s an ur-
gent request for funding the war and 
homeland security. I submitted that over 
4 months ago, and yet, I haven’t ever seen 
anything from Congress yet. The Senate 
needs to act and the House needs to act 
to get this to my bill—to my desk, so we 
can fund programs. 

And part of the problem is, is that the 
Senate wants to add billions more than we 
requested to the supplemental. They view 
it as a funding opportunity, as opposed to 
a—as a focused approach on funding the 
war against terror and making sure our 
homeland—the agencies are funded. Now, 
they’re going to say, ‘‘Well, you know, we’re 
going to maybe play this down to the very 
last minute.’’ No. Now is not the time for 
games when it comes to the appropriations 
process. We expect—[applause]. 

There is no budget in the Senate. The 
House passed a budget; there’s no budget 
in the Senate, which means, I guess, that 
I’m going to have to remind the spenders 
in Washington that I have submitted a 
budget. And I hope they watch it very care-
fully as they determine the size of the ap-
propriation bills. The defense of the coun-
try is a priority. Homeland defense is a 
priority. Other parts of the budget have 
grown, but we expect them to be realistic 
about how they spend. After all, the budget 
plan I proposed says if Congress is realistic 
and reasonable and funds priorities, that 
we can balance the budget in the year 
2005. 

Now, that requires discipline, and I in-
tend to help Congress understand discipline 
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is needed in Washington, DC. One of the 
best ways to make sure that our economy 
grows is for there to be a joint effort in 
being fiscally responsible with your money. 
And that’s exactly what’s going to happen 
in Washington, DC. 

Another way to make sure that we foster 
growth and restore confidence is to hold 
people accountable for misdeeds in the 
public sector. It is important for corporate 
America to hear this call: You are—in order 
to be a responsible American, you must 
behave responsibly. We expect there to be 
full disclosure of assets and liabilities. We 
expect there to be fair accounting practices. 
We expect you to treat your investors and 
employees with the respect they deserve. 
And if not, we intend to do something 
about it at the Federal level. We intend 
to hold people accountable. 

That’s why I set up what they call a 
Corporate Fraud Task Force in the Justice 
Department. We also have proposed dou-
bling the jail time for corporate fraud. A 
proposed provision is to make sure that cor-
porate executives cannot transfer company 
funds to their personal accounts while their 
company is under investigation. I am for 
increasing the budget of the regulatory au-
thorities, to make sure that there is enough 
manpower and technology available to run 
down the facts and to hold people account-
able. We’re making sure that executives 
who commit improper acts will forfeit 
phony profits. And we’re saying that if you 
have defrauded investors, you can never 
serve as a CEO or on the board of direc-
tors of a company again. I support the cre-
ation of a strong, independent board that 
will provide effective oversight of the ac-
counting profession. In other words, I’m 
willing to work with Congress to make sure 
that we’ve got the necessary law in place 
that will hold people accountable without 
stifling the entrepreneurial spirit of Amer-
ica, without stifling innovation in America. 

The House has passed a bill; the Senate 
is going to pass a bill tonight, I understand. 
The two need to get together as quickly 

as possible and get me a bill that I can 
sign before the August recess. But the truth 
of the matter is, we can’t pass a law that 
says you’ll love your neighbor like yourself, 
and we can’t pass a law that says you will 
be honest. We can pass laws that say, if 
you’re not honest, we’ll get you. Corporate 
America must make the decision, each as 
an individual, that you’re going to uphold 
high standards, that you have a responsi-
bility to our society, that you’ve got the 
responsibility to your shareholder and your 
employee to treat both with the respect 
they deserve. 

Now, the good news for our country is 
that by far the vast majority—by far—of 
people who have taken on the responsibility 
to run a corporation are good, honorable 
people. A few have damaged the reputation 
of the many, and that’s why we’ve got the 
Corporate Fraud Task Force. But I call 
upon all of us in America to understand 
the awesome responsibilities we have in this 
country—the responsibilities if you run a 
company, to be forthright and open, and 
the responsibilities if you live in America, 
to help work in the community in which 
you live to make it a better place. 

You know, I like to remind our fellow 
citizens that out of the evil done to Amer-
ica is going to come some incredible good. 
I believe that. Oh, some are saying, ‘‘Maybe 
he’s too optimistic.’’ That’s what I believe 
about America. I believe our soul is strong; 
our constitution is firm. I believe this coun-
try’s great strength is the fact that we’re 
such a decent and honorable group of peo-
ple that out of the evil done to America 
will come peace. 

If we’re strong and steady and resolved, 
we can achieve peace. Out of the evil done 
to America will come an economic vitality 
that will be vibrant, because we’re an entre-
preneurial people, risk-takers and dreamers 
and doers. And out of the evil done to 
America will come a better America, be-
cause in our prosperity and wealth, we’ve 
got to remember there are pockets of de-
spair and hopelessness and addiction. There 
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are some in our society who wonder wheth-
er or not America is really—the American 
Dream is meant for them. There are some 
young Americans who have no hope. And 
I refuse to concede that, however. I believe 
that out of the evil done to America can 
come some incredible good, particularly as 
our fellow Americans respond to the call 
to love a neighbor like you’d like to be 
loved yourself. 

I’m a strong proponent of the Faith-
Based Initiative because I understand that 
Government can hand out money, but it 
cannot put hope in people’s hearts or a 
sense of purpose in people’s lives. 

No, I believe the enemy hit us, but they 
didn’t know who they were hitting. They 
must have thought we’d file a lawsuit or 
two. [Laughter] But they didn’t realize that 
when it comes to the defense of our free-
doms, we’re strong. And when it comes 
to the love of our fellow human beings, 
we’re compassionate. 

I want to tell you, I’m honored that you 
came out today. My vision for the country 

is one that’s positive and hopeful. I believe 
there is a better day right around the cor-
ner for all Americans. And I believe that 
because I know that I’m the President of 
the greatest country on the face of the 
Earth. 

Thanks for coming today. May God bless 
you, and God bless America. Thank you 
all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. at 
the Alys Stephens Center. In his remarks, 
he referred to Thornton Stanley, Sr., presi-
dent, Stanley Construction Co.; Alma Powell, 
wife of Secretary of State Colin L. Powell; 
Lt. Gov. Steve Windom of Alabama; Bill 
Pryor, Alabama State attorney general; 
Mayor Bernard Kincaid of Birmingham; and 
Malcolm ‘‘Mack’’ Portera, interim president, 
University of Alabama-Birmingham. The 
President also referred to Title I of the Im-
proving America’s Schools Act of 1994 (Pub-
lic Law No. 103–382), which amended Title 
I of the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (Public Law No. 89–10). 

Remarks at a Luncheon for Gubernatorial Candidate Bob Riley in 
Birmingham 
July 15, 2002 

Thank you all very much. Please be seat-
ed. It’s a long speech. [Laughter] Thanks 
so much for coming. 

I don’t know whether you know this or 
not, but in 1972, I helped organize Red 
Blount’s campaign for the United States 
Senate right here in the State of Alabama. 
Because of me and Jimmy Allison, he man-
aged to get 32 percent of the vote. [Laugh-
ter] But I learned then and there how great 
the people are of the State of Alabama. 
I’ve got fond affection of those times. I 
count many of you as my friends, and I 
want to thank you for coming today to help 
the next Governor of the State of Alabama, 
Bob Riley. 

There is no doubt in my mind he is 
going to win, and I want to thank you all 
for helping. He’s going to win because he’s 
got a fantastic grassroots organization. Many 
of the grassroots activists are here today. 
I want to thank you for what you’re fixing 
to do, which is to start dialing phones and 
putting up signs and knocking on doors and 
going to coffee shops and going to your 
churches and synagogues to remind people 
that with Bob Riley you’ve got a good, hon-
est politician who’s going to bring integrity 
to Montgomery, Alabama, and he’s going 
to reform the State on behalf of all the 
people of this great State. 
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He’s also going to win because he mar-
ried well. [Laughter] And I appreciate 
Patsy Riley and the Riley family for stand-
ing by Bob as he makes this very important 
run for the governorship. Patsy, thank you 
for being here. God bless you all. 

And I know something about marrying 
well. I did. I’m really proud of Laura. She 
was a public school librarian when she mar-
ried me. She didn’t care for politics or poli-
ticians. Here she is, First Lady of the 
United States, and doing a fantastic job. 

I want to also urge you all, as you’re 
turning out to vote for Bob, to make sure 
you turn out to vote for Jeff Sessions, who 
is a fantastic United States Senator. I ap-
preciate working with Jeff, and I appreciate 
working with Richard Shelby as well, two 
great United States Senators who have got 
fan—[applause]. They’re always talking 
about Alabama when I’m with them, re-
minding me of Alabama, and that’s what 
you want your Senators to do. But they’ve 
also got the capacity to think about the 
country as well. I’m proud of your Senators, 
and I hope you are as well. And Jeff needs 
your help. You need to take nothing for 
granted in this election year. It’s important 
for the good of the country and for the 
good of your State that Jeff Sessions be 
sent back to the United States Senate for 
another term. 

I want to thank Members of the United 
States House of Representatives from the 
State of Alabama who are here with us 
today, starting with a man we’re going to 
miss, out of Mobile, Alabama, Sonny Cal-
lahan. Where are you? There he is, Sonny. 
Sonny’s a good one. Sonny has served the 
State and the country with great distinction. 
He announced his retirement earlier on this 
year. It’s just too darn bad he decided to 
go fishing all the time, but it’s a well-de-
served rest, and he’s a fine man. I also 
appreciate so very much Terry Everett 
from Montgomery for coming today. Terry, 
I appreciate you being here, as well as Rob-
ert Aderholt and Spencer Bachus. Thank 
you all for coming. 

I know a lot of members of the state-
house are here, folks who Bob Riley is 
going to be working with when he becomes 
the Governor. I know the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, Steve Windom, is here, as is the 
attorney general, Bill Pryor. And I want 
to thank you both for coming as well. I 
want to thank Jim Bennett, the Alabama 
secretary of state, and all the members of 
the statehouse, the senators and house of 
representatives who are here to support 
your next Governor. 

It’s good that you’re here, as people are 
beginning to realize he’s going to win, 
you’re beginning to realize he’s going to 
win. So it’s kind of good to get in good 
with the Governor early. [Laughter] At 
least, that’s how we did it in Texas, and 
I suspect Alabama is that way, too. The 
Governor is going to remember who was 
with him early and who kind of got on 
the late train. But the good news, he’s 
going to be the Governor of everybody 
when he wins. He’s not going to play this 
business of pitting one group of people 
against the other. 

We’ve got some fine candidates running 
to replace Sonny Callahan and Bob Riley. 
We’ve got Jo Bonner from the Alabama 
First Congressional District. Jo, are you 
here? Thank you. There he is. I appreciate 
you, Jo. And Mike Rogers from Alabama 
Three is here as well. Thank you, Mike. 

But I’m here to help this good man get 
elected to the governorship. It’s a job I 
understand. I was a—great honor to be the 
Governor of my State. It’s a fantastic op-
portunity to make a difference in the lives 
of a lot of people, particularly if you’ve 
got a Governor like Bob Riley, who’s got 
a positive vision for everybody, a vision that 
says the most important job for the Gov-
ernor is to make sure that every child gets 
a good education. 

I know his passion about education, be-
cause he helped me get the education bill 
through the House of Representatives. And 
I’d like to outline the principles of that 
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bill so that the people of Alabama under-
stand what he will do when given the 
chance to be the Governor. The first prin-
ciple, it says that we believe—Riley and 
I believe, and I hope you believe with us— 
that every child can learn. We set the high-
est of high standards. We understand that 
in order to get the best for every child, 
you must have high expectations. 

See, we understand, if you have low ex-
pectations, you get low results. There are 
some people in our society who don’t be-
lieve every child can learn, and therefore 
they’re willing to set low standards. That’s 
opposite what we think. We believe every 
child can learn, and we expect every child 
to learn. 

And therefore, the bill I signed said in 
return for Federal money—in return for 
a good size budget increase, I might add, 
for Title I students—we expect you to 
teach them how to read and write and add 
and subtract. You see, we’re tired of the 
days when children were just shuffled 
through the system, the days when expecta-
tions were so low that it seemed okay to 
pass those through who weren’t supposed 
to be able to learn. For the good of the 
country, for the good of the State of Ala-
bama, those days of passing children 
through without teaching them to read and 
write and add and subtract must end and 
will end. 

We believe in accountability, because we 
want to know. We understand you can’t 
change a system unless you measure it. We 
understand you can’t correct a problem un-
less you measure it. We understand that 
if you want every child to learn to read 
and write and add and subtract, we must 
determine if every child can read and write 
and add and subtract early in their school 
career. 

Now, I’ve heard every excuse in the 
world, you know, ‘‘You shouldn’t test. It’s 
racist to test.’’ My fellow Americans, it’s 
racist not to test. It’s racist not to hold 
people accountable for the children in the 
State of Alabama. 

And finally, Bob and I share a deep con-
viction that if you want to have excellence 
for every child, you must trust the local 
folks to chart the path to excellence. One 
size doesn’t fit all across America. One size 
doesn’t fit all across the State of Alabama. 
We must empower people at the local level 
to meet the high standards by holding them 
in account, but trusting first and foremost 
the fact that the parents and the people 
closest to the children are those who are 
more likely to design a program that will 
meet our national goals, which is every 
child learning and not one single child left 
behind. 

I’m confident in telling you that the vi-
sion of Bob Riley as Governor of the State 
of Alabama—the education vision—is the 
right vision for the future of this important 
State, because it is part of attracting jobs 
to your State. When the word gets out that 
the Riley reforms are taking hold and chil-
dren aren’t being left behind, there’s going 
to be a lot of people coming, ‘‘I want to 
work here in Alabama. I want to bring my 
business in Alabama’’—assuming, of course, 
that you make sure that the junk lawsuits 
that plague this State and other States don’t 
continue to reign supreme. 

And it’s good you’re about to put a tort 
reformer in the Governor’s mansion in the 
State of Alabama. It is necessary. Look, 
we want our people to have access to the 
courts, no question about it. If you’ve got 
a legitimate claim, you ought to have your 
day in court. But it’s important to remem-
ber that the frivolous and junk lawsuits that 
get filed all the time are clogging the ability 
of people with honest claims to get to the 
courthouses in Alabama and across the 
country. Tort reform is important for the 
State. 

And I appreciated Bob’s strong support 
on the tax relief package which we passed, 
not only his strong support but the strong 
support of the other Members of Congress 
and, of course, the two United States Sen-
ators. We cut taxes right at the right time 
in our country. This economy began to slow 
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down in March of 2000. And we under-
stand that one way to encourage economic 
growth is to let the people keep their own 
money. You see, when you have your own 
money, you decide, do you want to spend 
it on a good or a service? And when you 
make that decision, somebody has got to 
produce the good or service. And when 
they produce the good and service, it 
means somebody is more likely to find 
work. Tax relief was right for America when 
we did it, and I’m proud to have Bob Ril-
ey’s support. 

And it was more than just reducing 
rates—which, by the way, will stimulate 
small-business growth here in Alabama. I 
had the honor of meeting some of your 
fine small-business owners at the University 
of Alabama-Birmingham today. And by the 
way, that is an impressive campus that has 
got an impressive mission here for Ala-
bama’s future. 

And we talked about how to encourage 
ownership. And Bob understands a healthy 
and whole society in which people from 
all walks of life have the opportunity to 
own their own business. And I explained 
to them that the tax relief package we 
passed was good for small business. It was 
good for the capital formation necessary for 
small businesses to thrive because most 
small businesses are sole proprietorships, 
most small businesses are limited partner-
ships which pay tax on the individual rate 
schedule. And when you reduce the indi-
vidual rates, you’re reducing the taxes on 
the startups and the small businesses. 

And after all, it’s important to understand 
the role of small businesses like Bob does, 
because 70 percent of the new jobs in 
America are created by small businesses. 
And so it’s going to be good for Alabama 
to have a Governor who understands that 
the role of Government is not to create 
wealth, but the role of Government is to 
create an environment in which entre-
preneurs from all walks of life are able 
to realize their dream, and that’s to own 
their own business. 

We’ve got work to do in Washington on 
this, a matter of economic security. The 
heady days of the nineties, the boom days 
of the nineties, it was like we were on 
a binge where there was no—the horizon 
was forever going up. And we binged, and 
now we’re suffering a hangover. But the 
foundations for economic vitality and 
growth are very strong, low inflation, good 
monetary policy. 

One of the risks to economic vitality is 
whether or not Congress will overspend. 
They give the President a veto for a reason, 
to make sure that Congress doesn’t over-
spend. And I expect there to be fiscal dis-
cipline in Washington this summer and, as 
importantly, this fall, as we run up into 
an election year. I expect Congress to set 
as its priorities the priorities that I think 
are important, and that is the defense of 
the United States of America and our mili-
tary budget. 

We need to be a nation which is willing 
to be confident and strong and open up 
markets for Alabama farmers and Alabama 
ranchers and Alabama entrepreneurs. Con-
gress needs to give me trade promotion 
authority. They ought to stop talking and 
start acting in Washington, DC. 

For the good of our economic growth, 
we need to have a terrorism insurance bill 
which will encourage the creation of con-
struction work all around America, and we 
need a terrorism insurance bill that focuses 
more on working America and less on trial-
lawyer America. 

The foundations for growth are there. 
We had an over-6-percent growth in the 
first quarter of this year. Durable good pur-
chasing is up. Last month, retail sales were 
up by a percent. The American people 
need to know that we’ve got the potential 
to grow and grow strong. But so long as 
anybody is looking for work and can’t find 
work, I think we’ve got a problem, and 
I’m going to continue to work the problem. 

And part of the problem is the fact that 
people don’t have confidence in business 
leaders. A few—and I emphasize, a few— 
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of corporate America’s leadership have pol-
luted the well for many. And the best thing 
the United States Government can do is 
hold them to account, because we expect 
high standards from business America. We 
expect corporate CEOs to understand the 
responsibility of their jobs: to be open and 
honest with the American people; to be 
open and honest with the shareholders; and 
to treat their employees with respect. 

So we’re going to pass some laws, and 
I’m confident that the laws that are passed 
out of the Senate and the House will be 
laws that will set the right tone and right 
standards without jeopardizing innovation 
and enterprise here in America. But I can 
assure you, when I talk about personal re-
sponsibility in America, I expect there to 
be corporate responsibility as well. And we 
will hold those to account who do not up-
hold those high standards in America. 

I’m very optimistic about our economy. 
I’m optimistic about our country too. And 
we’ve got some big jobs to do, no question 
about it. My biggest job is to protect the 
American people from another attack, and 
I know that. I go to the Oval Office every 
morning—and by the way, walking into that 
office is an unbelievable experience. It’s un-
believable now that I’ve been up there for 
about a year and a half; it will be unbeliev-
able for however long I’m there, I can 
promise you. It’s unbelievable for me and 
my dog Spot, I might add. [Laughter] They 
don’t let Barney in. It’s a new carpet, and 
Barney’s a new dog. [Laughter] 

But every morning I sit there at the 
H.M.S. Resolute desk. Teddy Roosevelt 
used it; Franklin Roosevelt used it; Ken-
nedy used it; Ronald Reagan used it. I 
open up the threats to the United States 
of America. There’s an assessment; it’s a 
summary of what we think we know. 

You need to know that the enemy we 
fight is still interested in harming our coun-
try. I’m sure a lot of young people wonder 
why. We’re a kind nation. And you need 
to know they hate us because we love free-
dom. We love to worship freely. We love 

to speak our mind. We love a free press. 
We love all the aspects of our freedom. 
But what they didn’t understand is that 
we’re willing to defend our freedoms at 
any cost, anyplace, anywhere. [Applause] 
Thank you all. 

We’re making progress here at home. 
You know, I readily concede I didn’t run 
on the ticket, ‘‘Vote for me. I’ll try to make 
Government bigger.’’ I did say, ‘‘I’ll try to 
make it work better.’’ And that’s why I 
proposed the Department of Homeland Se-
curity. There are over 100 agencies dealing 
with homeland security. They’re scattered 
all over Washington. It makes it awfully 
hard to set priority and to hold people ac-
countable. 

For the sake of the defense of our Na-
tion, I think it’s important that the major 
agencies and many of the minor agencies 
involved with homeland security be orga-
nized under one umbrella group, one Cabi-
net officer. It’s going to save us money 
because we’ll be able to get rid of the 
duplication of some services. But more im-
portantly, it will help us install a new cul-
ture, which says that ‘‘No matter what 
other assignments you might have, your 
most important function, Mr. Agency Head 
and all the people who work for you, is 
to protect the American people, is to un-
derstand we’re in a new era, that we fight 
a new war, that America is still threatened, 
and so long as America is threatened, we 
need to work overtime to make sure we 
protect the American people.’’ And that’s 
what’s going on. 

We’re getting pretty good cooperation. 
I appreciate the bipartisan spirit in Wash-
ington. There is such a thing sometimes, 
and that’s important. It’s important to un-
derstand my proposal wasn’t a Republican 
idea. It wasn’t a Democrat idea. It’s an 
American idea, to leave behind a legacy 
so that future Presidents and future Con-
gresses are going to be able to deal with 
the true threats we face as we head into 
the 21st century. 
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Part of the problem is, and there is a 
hurdle I recognize, and that is that we’re 
asking some Members of Congress to give 
up turf. And that’s okay. I understand that, 
but I’m going to keep reminding people, 
congressional turf is not nearly as important 
as American security. And therefore, I ex-
pect Congress to act. 

We need to know who is coming into 
our country, why they’re coming into our 
country, and whether or not they’re leaving 
our country when they say they’re going 
to be leaving our country. We need to have 
an effective strategy at the national, State, 
and local level to deal with the brave police 
and fire and EMS teams all across our 
country, so we’ve got a planned response 
if necessary. We need to work on bioter-
rorism, and we need to make sure we’ve 
got a coordinating facility within the Home-
land Security Department that will take all 
the bits of intelligence that we gather and 
coordinate it and look at it and assess it 
and, if there is any vulnerabilities in our 
country, react to it. 

And we’re making good progress. You 
just need to know there are a lot of good 
folks—good, hard-working folks—who are 
working overtime in this phase on the war 
against terror. And it’s part of making sure 
that the President can say we’re doing all 
we can do to protect the American people. 
We’re chasing down any lead. Anytime we 
get a hint, anytime we get a suggestion 
that somebody might be planning to do 
something on American soil against Ameri-
cans or, for that matter, on Americans or 
on our allies elsewhere, we’re moving, and 
we’re reacting, and we’re disrupting. And 
we’re treating these guys for what they are, 
a bunch of coldblooded killers, nothing but 
a bunch of international crooks. 

And so our strategy is to keep them on 
the run, get them on the run, smoke them 
out of their holes, deny them access, make 
clear the doctrine that says, ‘‘Either you’re 
with us, or you’re with the terrorists,’’ make 
it clear to people that we’re continually 
doing—if you feed them, if you house 

them, if you’re financing them, you’re just 
as guilty as the murderers who struck the 
United States on September 11th. 

I submitted the largest increase in our 
defense spending since Ronald Reagan was 
the President, for two reasons: I firmly be-
lieve that anytime the Commander in Chief 
commits a soldier into harm’s way, that per-
son deserves the best pay, the best training, 
the best equipment possible; and I know 
that the signal it sends by the big increase 
shows our friends and allies, as well as the 
enemy, that the United States of America 
is in this war for the long pull, that there’s 
not a moment in time in which we’re just 
going to say, ‘‘Well, fine. We’ve had 
enough. We quit.’’ You know, there’s no 
calendar on our collective desks that say, 
well, by such-and-such a date, I guess we’ll 
just get kind of tired of all this and shut 
her down. That’s not what history has 
called us to do. History has called this Na-
tion to lead the world against the true 
threats of the 21st century, and that’s pre-
cisely what my administration will continue 
to do. 

This is a different kind of war. We don’t 
have the formations of airplanes flying over 
a territory. We don’t have rows of tanks 
or convoys of destroyers moving around the 
globe. There’s no set battlefield. This is 
a war where we’re hunting them down one 
by one. 

The other day I told the Nation, we and 
our friends and allies have hauled in over 
2,400 of these terrorist killers, and we’re 
making progress. Sometimes you’ll read 
about it, and sometimes you won’t. Some-
times it will make a splashy headline, but 
a lot of times you’ll never hear about the 
progress we’re making. Sometimes you’ll 
see like what happened in the Philippines, 
where, as I’ve made it clear, that if we 
find out there’s an Al Qaida-type network 
in a country, we will go to the leadership 
and say, ‘‘We want to help you. You get 
them, or we’ll get them, or we’ll get them 
together. We just want them got.’’ [Laugh-
ter] 
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And the President of the Philippines, 
Gloria Arroyo, did just that by knocking 
off the head of the group that had captured 
the Burnhams, American citizens. These 
are terrorists and kidnapers and killers, and 
their leader no longer is around, thanks 
to the leadership of our coalition. We’re 
making progress. It’s just going to take 
awhile. But that’s okay, just so long as the 
enemy knows that we’re going to chase 
them down, just keep them on the run. 

But there’s some bigger tasks. You’ve got 
to understand, this is bigger than just a 
terrorist network—I mean, bigger than an 
individual. I know there’s sometimes a pre-
occupation about it, is so-and-so alive, or 
is such-and-such dead, you know. This is 
a struggle for freedom that really talks to 
the need for our country to not only view 
the current threats but future threats, 
threats such as some of the world’s worst 
regimes developing weapons of mass de-
struction and teaming up with an Al Qaida-
type terrorist organization. We cannot and 
we will not allow the United States and 
our friends and allies to be blackmailed 
by the world’s worst leaders with the 
world’s worst weapons. We owe it to our 
children and our grandchildren to eliminate 
this threat before it becomes a reality. 

I believe that out of the evil done to 
America is going to come incredible good, 
starting with peace. I want you all to assure 
your children and your grandchildren that 
our Nation is resolved and tough and strong 
because we love peace. We want them to 
grow up in a peaceful world. We not only 
want them to grow up in a peaceful world; 
we want youngsters all across the globe to 
be able to grow up in a peaceful world. 

I believe that by remaining strong and 
resolute and united the way we are, that 
we can achieve peace in places like the 
Middle East and in South Asia. I also know 
that out of the evil done to America is 
going to come some incredible good here 
at home, because this Nation is such a de-
cent and honorable nation. There are thou-
sands of our fellow citizens who love their 

neighbor just like they’d like to be loved 
themselves, thousands of our citizens who 
know that they, themselves, can’t do every-
thing to make our society a better place 
for all, but they can do something. 

People say, ‘‘What can I do to help in 
the war on terror?’’ My answer is, love your 
neighbor. Find a child who cannot read 
and teach him to read. Find a child who 
might be hopeless and lost and put your 
arm around him and tell him or her you 
love them. Unleash the great power of faith 
in our society. I strongly believe in faith-
based institutions, because I know that faith 
can change hearts for the better in Amer-
ica. 

I believe that out of the evil done to 
America is coming—is becoming—we are 
learning a new sense of what it means to 
be an American. We’re learning that it’s 
more than just the bottom line that counts, 
that a complete and whole life is one that 
lends your time and talent and efforts to 
eradicating despair and hopelessness, to 
make sure the American experience is in 
every single neighborhood. 

I believe we’re ushering in a period of 
personal responsibility, a period where peo-
ple understand that their most important 
job is to love—if you happen to be a moth-
er or dad, is to love your children with 
all your heart and soul—that’s your most 
important job; that you have a responsi-
bility, if you’re living in Birmingham, to 
help the community be a better place for 
everybody. If you run the corporate Bir-
mingham, you’ve got a responsibility to 
your shareholders. 

And it’s happening. Perhaps the most 
vivid example of serving something greater 
than yourself happened on Flight 93. You 
all may remember that—when people were 
flying across the country, they learned their 
plane was becoming a weapon. They told 
their loved ones goodbye. They said a pray-
er. One guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ And they 
made the ultimate sacrifice. They served 
something greater than themselves in life. 
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That’s happening all across America. Ob-
viously, that example is the most vivid of 
them all. But out of the evil done to Amer-
ica is coming a culture of personal responsi-
bility that allows me to boldly predict that 
we’re much more likely now to bring hope 
where there’s no hope, light where there’s 
darkness, and to make sure this American 
experience is available for all. It’s going to 
happen, because we are the greatest nation 
on the face of the Earth. And it is my 
honor to be the President of such a nation. 

Thank you for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:46 a.m. at 
the Birmingham Jefferson Convention Com-
plex. In his remarks, he referred to Patsy 
Riley, wife of gubernatorial candidate Bob 
Riley; Jo Bonner, candidate for Alabama’s 
First Congressional District; and Mike Rog-
ers, candidate for Alabama’s Third Congres-
sional District. The President also referred 
to Title I of the Improving America’s Schools 
Act of 1994 (Public Law No. 103–382), which 
amended Title I of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (Public Law 
No. 89–10). 

Statement on Senate Action on Corporate Accountability Legislation 
July 15, 2002 

In February, I outlined measures to pro-
tect the pensions of America’s workers from 
corporate wrongdoing. In March, I pro-
posed a series of initiatives to improve 
shareholder information, strengthen cor-
porate governance, and create a stronger, 
more independent accounting system. Last 
week, I called for additional far-reaching 
reforms. I am pleased the Senate has now 
acted on a tough bill that shares my goals 
and includes all of the accounting and 
criminal reforms I proposed. The House 
previously passed strong reform legislation 

to get tough on corporate malfeasance and 
significantly improve oversight of the ac-
counting profession. I urge the House and 
Senate leaders to get a bill to my desk 
before the August recess. We owe it to 
America’s workers and shareholders to 
crack down on wrongdoing and fix the sys-
tem to prevent future abuses. 

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 3763, 
the proposed ‘‘Public Company Accounting 
Reform and Investor Protection Act of 
2002.’’ 

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Belize-United States Treaty on 
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters 
July 15, 2002 

To the Senate of the United States: 
With a view to receiving the advice and 

consent of the Senate to ratification, I 
transmit herewith the Treaty Between the 
Government of the United States of Amer-
ica and the Government of Belize on Mu-
tual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters, 

signed at Belize on September 19, 2000, 
and a related exchange of notes signed at 
Belize on September 18 and 22, 2000. I 
transmit also, for the information of the 
Senate, the report of the Department of 
State with respect to the Treaty. 
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The Treaty is one of a series of modern 
mutual legal assistance treaties being nego-
tiated by the United States in order to 
counter criminal activities more effectively. 
The Treaty should be an effective tool to 
assist in the prosecution of a wide variety 
of crimes, including drug trafficking, money 
laundering, and terrorism offenses. The 
Treaty is self-executing. 

The Treaty provides for a broad range 
of cooperation in criminal matters. Mutual 
assistance available under the Treaty in-
cludes: taking the testimony or statements 
of persons; providing documents, records, 
and articles of evidence; locating or identi-
fying persons; serving documents; transfer-
ring persons in custody for testimony or 

other purposes; executing requests for 
searches and seizures; assisting in pro-
ceedings related to immobilization and for-
feiture of assets, restitution to the victims 
of crime and collection of fines; and any 
other form of assistance not prohibited by 
the laws of the State from whom the assist-
ance is requested. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to the Treaty, 
and give its advice and consent to ratifica-
tion. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
July 15, 2002. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Sweden-United States Treaty on 
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters 
July 15, 2002 

To the Senate of the United States: 
With a view to receiving the advice and 

consent of the Senate to ratification, I 
transmit herewith the Treaty Between the 
Government of the United States of Amer-
ica and the Government of the Kingdom 
of Sweden on Mutual Legal Assistance in 
Criminal Matters, signed at Stockholm on 
December 17, 2001. I transmit also, for 
the information of the Senate, the report 
of the Department of State with respect 
to the Treaty. 

The Treaty is one of a series of modern 
mutual legal assistance treaties being nego-
tiated by the United States in order to 
counter criminal activities more effectively. 
The Treaty should be an effective tool to 
assist in the prosecution of a wide variety 
of crimes, including terrorism, drug traf-
ficking, and fraud and other white-collar 
offenses. The Treaty is self-executing. 

The Treaty provides for a broad range 
of cooperation in criminal matters. Mutual 
assistance available under the Treaty in-

cludes: locating or identifying persons or 
items; serving documents; taking the testi-
mony or statements of persons; transferring 
persons in custody for testimony or other 
purposes; providing documents, records, 
and items; executing requests for searches 
and seizures; assisting in proceedings re-
lated to immobilization and forfeiture of 
assets and restitution; initiating criminal 
proceedings in the Requested State; and 
any other form of assistance consistent with 
the purposes of this Treaty and not prohib-
ited by the laws of the State from whom 
the assistance is requested. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to the Treaty 
and give its advice and consent to ratifica-
tion. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 

July 15, 2002. 
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Remarks on the National Strategy for Homeland Security 
July 16, 2002 

Mr. Vice President and Governor Ridge, 
thank you all. I want to thank the Members 
of Congress who have come to discuss the 
creation of the Department of Homeland 
Security. We just had a really productive 
meeting on this important issue. All of us 
agree that protecting Americans from attack 
is our most urgent national priority and that 
we must act on the priority. 

I want to thank the Speaker, Speaker 
Hastert, and Leader Gephardt, as well as 
Leader Lott and Senator Reid for being 
here. And I appreciate so very much their 
agreement that we ought to have a debate 
about the creation of the Department of 
Homeland Security on the floor of both 
bodies before Congress leaves for the Au-
gust break. These four leaders have shown 
a strong commitment to get something 
done on behalf of the American people. 

I also want to appreciate—the members 
of the House Select Committee on Home-
land Security are here, Chairman Armey 
and Vice Chairman Pelosi and other mem-
bers. Both Republicans and Democrats are 
charged with reconciling the work of nu-
merous House committees who acted this 
past week. They face a significant chal-
lenge, but I’m confident they’ll meet the 
challenge, because they, too, want to do 
what’s right. 

I also welcome Members of the House 
and Senate who have been long interested 
in changing the way our Government pro-
tects our homeland—Senator Lieberman 
and Thompson and Collins, Congress-
women Harman and Tauscher, and Con-
gressmen Thornberry, Gibbons, Chambliss, 
Portman, and Shays. These are members 
who had an interest in reform prior to Sep-
tember the 11th. They’ve been working on 
this issue for a long time, and I appreciate 
their input and their willingness to stay in-
volved in the process. 

I want to thank them for their past ef-
forts. The American people need to know 
these Members of Congress are working 
hard and working long hours. And during 
the next couple of weeks, they’ll be working 
hard to get something on the floor of their 
respective bodies. And that’s good, and 
that’s good for the American people. 

There are a lot of tough decisions that 
will be made as we develop and discuss 
and debate how to move forward. But I’m 
confident that Members of both parties and 
Members of both Chambers know that the 
security of our Nation is the goal. That’s 
the most important thing that they’ll be 
focused on, is how best to secure the 
United States. 

We also understand that the current 
structure of our Government is a patch-
work, to put it best, of overlapping respon-
sibilities, and it really does hinder our abil-
ity to protect the homeland. And so we’re 
working with both parties in both Cham-
bers to effect a strategy that will make it 
more likely that not only this administration 
and this Congress can deal with the true 
threats of the 21st century but, as impor-
tantly, future administrations and future 
Congresses will be able to deal with the 
threats that will continue to be directed 
at a nation which loves freedom. 

I—right after the September the 11th 
attacks, I established the Office of Home-
land Security in the White House and gave 
it a critical mission: to produce a national 
strategy for homeland security. And today 
I’m sending to Congress our new National 
Strategy for Homeland Security. This com-
prehensive plan lays out clear lines of au-
thority and clear responsibilities, respon-
sibilities for Federal employees and for 
Governors and mayors and community and 
business leaders and the American citizens. 
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With a better picture of those responsibil-
ities, all of us can direct money and man-
power to meet them. 

In the war on terror, the American peo-
ple are showing tremendous strength and 
great resolve. Our unity is a great weapon 
in this fight. And by acting together to cre-
ate a new and single Department of Home-
land Security, we’ll be sending the world 
a signal that the Congress and the adminis-
tration will work together to protect the 
American people and to win this war on 
terror. 

Again, I want to thank the Members for 
their hard work. I appreciate the long hours 
that they’re putting in. I appreciate their 
love for America and their patriotism dur-
ing this trying time for our country. 

May God bless the American people, and 
may God continue to bless America. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:30 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks. 

Letter on the ‘‘National Strategy for Homeland Security’’ 
July 16, 2002 

My fellow Americans: 
Since September 11, 2001, our Nation 

has taken great strides to improve home-
land security. Citizens, industry, and gov-
ernment leaders from across the political 
spectrum have cooperated to a degree rare-
ly seen in American history. Congress has 
passed important laws that have strength-
ened the ability of our law enforcement 
agencies to investigate and prosecute ter-
rorists and those who support them. We 
have formed a global coalition that has de-
feated terrorists and their supporters in Af-
ghanistan and other parts of the world. 
More than 60,000 American troops are de-
ployed around the world in the war on 
terrorism. We have strengthened our avia-
tion security and tightened our borders. We 
have stockpiled medicines to defend against 
bioterrorism and improved our ability to 
combat weapons of mass destruction. We 
have improved information sharing among 
our intelligence agencies, and we have 
taken important steps to protect our critical 
infrastructure. 

We are today a Nation at risk to a new 
and changing threat. The terrorist threat 
to America takes many forms, has many 

places to hide, and is often invisible. Yet 
the need for homeland security is not tied 
solely to today’s terrorist threat. The need 
for homeland security is tied to our endur-
ing vulnerability. Terrorists wish to attack 
us and exploit our vulnerabilities because 
of the freedoms we hold dear. 

The U.S. government has no more im-
portant mission than protecting the home-
land from future terrorist attacks. Yet the 
country has never had a comprehensive and 
shared vision of how best to achieve this 
goal. On October 8, I established the Office 
of Homeland Security within the White 
House and, as its first responsibility, di-
rected it to produce the first National 
Strategy for Homeland Security. 

The National Strategy for Homeland Se-
curity is the product of more than eight 
months of intense consultation across the 
United States. My Administration has 
talked to literally thousands of people—gov-
ernors and mayors, state legislators and 
Members of Congress, concerned citizens 
and foreign leaders, professors and soldiers, 
firefighters and police officers, doctors and 
scientists, airline pilots and farmers, busi-
ness leaders and civic activists, journalists 
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and veterans, and the victims and their 
families. We have listened carefully. This 
is a national strategy, not a federal strategy. 

We must rally our entire society to over-
come a new and very complex challenge. 
Homeland security is a shared responsi-
bility. In addition to a national strategy, 
we need compatible, mutually supporting 
state, local, and private-sector strategies. In-
dividual volunteers must channel their en-
ergy and commitment in support of the 
national and local strategies. My intent in 
publishing the National Strategy for Home-
land Security is to help Americans achieve 
a shared cooperation in the area of home-
land security for years to come. The Strat-
egy seeks to do so by answering four basic 
questions: 

• What is ‘‘homeland security’’ and what 
missions does it entail? 

• What do we seek to accomplish, and 
what are the most important goals of 
homeland security? 

• What is the federal executive branch 
doing now to accomplish these goals 
and what should it do in the future? 

• What should non-federal governments, 
the private sector, and citizens do to 
help secure the homeland? 

The National Strategy for Homeland Se-
curity is a beginning. It calls for bold and 
necessary steps. It creates a comprehensive 
plan for using America’s talents and re-
sources to enhance our protection and re-
duce our vulnerability to terrorist attacks. 
We have produced a comprehensive na-
tional strategy that is based on the prin-
ciples of cooperation and partnership. As 
a result of this Strategy, firefighters will 
be better equipped to fight fires, police 
officers better armed to fight crime, busi-
nesses better able to protect their data and 
information systems, and scientists better 
able to fight Mother Nature’s deadliest dis-
eases. We will not achieve these goals 
overnight . . .  but we will achieve them. 

Our enemy is smart and resolute. We 
are smarter and more resolute. We will 
prevail against all who believe they can 
stand in the way of America’s commitment 
to freedom, liberty, and our way of life. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
July 16, 2002 

NOTE: The letter was published in the ‘‘Na-
tional Strategy for Homeland Security.’’ 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Review of Title III of the Cuban 
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 
July 16, 2002 

Dear lllll : 
Pursuant to section 306(c)(2) of the 

Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity 
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law 
104–114) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine 
and report to the Congress that suspension 
for 6 months beyond August 1, 2002, of 
the right to bring an action under title III 
of the Act is necessary to the national inter-
ests of the United States and will expedite 
a transition to democracy in Cuba. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Joseph 
R. Biden, Jr., chairman, and Jesse Helms, 
ranking member, Senate Committee on For-
eign Relations; Robert C. Byrd, chairman, 
and Ted Stevens, ranking member, Senate 
Committee on Appropriations; Henry J. 
Hyde, chairman, and Tom Lantos, ranking 
member, House Committee on International 
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Relations; and C.W. Bill Young, chairman, 
and David R. Obey, ranking member, House 
Committee on Appropriations. 

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony for President Aleksander Kwasniewski 
of Poland 
July 17, 2002 

Mr. President, Madam First Lady, mem-
bers of the Polish delegation, distinguished 
guests, on behalf of the American people, 
it is my great honor to welcome you to 
the United States. 

This is the—only the second state visit 
of my administration, and it symbolizes the 
high importance America places on our 
friendship with Poland. This friendship is 
rooted in our common history and sus-
tained by our common values. 

This generation of Poles has written a 
story of courage and determination that has 
inspired America and has inspired the 
world. Out of a past filled with pain and 
oppression, Poland is constructing a future 
defined by greater freedom, good relations 
with its neighbors, and increasing influence 
throughout Europe. 

And today, Mr. President, we meet as 
leaders of two strong, mature democracies, 
ready to shape a new era of freedom and 
security. Together, Poland and America are 
standing and fighting side by side in the 
war against global terrorism. From military 
forces to law enforcement, terrorist financ-
ing and intelligence, Poland’s support and 
solidarity in this great struggle has been 
unqualified, and America is deeply grateful. 

Our nations are determined to lead the 
way in NATO’s efforts to develop new ca-
pabilities to meet new threats. We’re united 
in our determination that our children will 
inherit a world defined not by fear and 
chaos but by tolerance and freedom. 

Together, Poland and America are build-
ing that freedom on the continent of Eu-
rope. Today, a new Europe is within our 

grasp, one that is whole and free and at 
peace for the first time in its history. 

In November, the President and I will 
join other NATO leaders in Prague to de-
cide on inviting new members into the Alli-
ance. On this issue, Poland and America 
stand united. We believe in NATO mem-
bership for all European democracies ready 
to share in NATO’s responsibilities. Our 
aim is for freedom and security to span 
the European Continent from the Atlantic 
and the Mediterranean to the Baltic Sea 
and the Black Sea. 

Together, Poland and America are also 
building our common prosperity. The trade 
and investment that flows between our 
countries creates jobs and lifts lives on both 
continents. We’re determined to bring the 
benefits of trade and markets to all our 
citizens. 

Today, Poland and America are forging 
a new strategic relationship, but the friend-
ship between our people is very old. Nine 
million Americans claim Polish descent. 
Over two centuries ago, when Americans 
were fighting for our independence, Poles 
fought alongside us. In the century just 
passed, as Poles reclaimed their independ-
ence, America stood by Poland. And today, 
Poland and America stand and fight to-
gether for our common freedom and for 
bringing the hope of freedom to all who 
seek it in the world. 

Mr. President, in June of last year you 
welcomed Laura and me to Poland. You 
showed us a nation of deep faith, a central 
part of Europe’s soul. And you showed us 
a nation alive with liberty and energy and 
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enterprise. Today Laura and I are honored 
to welcome you and the First Lady to an 
America that is proud to call Poland a 
friend, an ally, and a partner. 

Thank you for coming, and welcome. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:10 a.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House, where 

President Kwasniewski was accorded a for-
mal welcome with full military honors. In his 
remarks, President Bush referred to Jolanta 
Kwasniewska, wife of President 
Kwasniewski. The transcript released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary also included 
the remarks of President Kwasniewski. 

The President’s News Conference With President Aleksander Kwasniewski 
of Poland 
July 17, 2002 

President Bush. It’s an honor to welcome 
my friend the President of Poland to the 
White House. Mr. President, welcome. 

President Kwasniewski. Thank you very 
much. 

President Bush. Poland is a close friend 
and a good ally and an influential nation 
in the center of Europe. Poland has influ-
ence across Europe. America and Poland 
see the world in similar terms. We both 
understand the importance of defeating the 
forces of global terror, and America appre-
ciates all that Poland is contributing to this 
great struggle. 

Our nations also understand the impor-
tance of building a better world beyond 
terror, one where prosperity replaces pov-
erty and democracy and tolerance replace 
dictatorship and hatred. Poland and the 
United States are part of the great alliance 
of liberty, and we’re working to spread the 
hope of freedom and prosperity across the 
globe. 

We had good talks this morning, and I 
want to highlight two initiatives we agreed 
on. First, we agreed to expand cooperation 
between our militaries. Both Poland and 
the United States are seeking to transform 
our Armed Forces and develop new capa-
bilities. We need to meet the new threats 
such as terrorism and weapons of mass de-
struction. By sharing ideas and expertise, 
our militaries can help each other reach 

out—reach our transformation goals faster 
and improve our ability to work together. 
We hope this initiative will be a model 
for similar efforts with other NATO Allies. 

Second, our Governments agree to co-
operate more closely to expand our eco-
nomic ties. The Polish-American trade and 
investment relationship is important to both 
countries, and it’s particularly important to 
creating jobs and high-tech growth oppor-
tunities in Poland. We will work to resolve 
some company-specific issues and also im-
prove Poland’s investment climate. 

These two initiatives will help build our 
strong working relationship. 

Tomorrow the President and I look for-
ward to traveling to Troy, Michigan. I be-
lieve you have to go beyond Washington 
to truly capture the energy and diversity 
of our country. Mr. President, I think you’ll 
like the trip. Troy is just one of countless 
communities across our Nation that has 
been enormously enriched by the contribu-
tions and values of Polish Americans. It 
will be a great honor for me to travel to 
such a community with the President of 
a free and independent Poland. 

Mr. President. 
President Kwasniewski. Thank you very 

much. Ladies and gentlemen, Mr. Presi-
dent, let me once again emphasize how 
pleased I am to stand here on the hos-
pitable land, the country that is so close 
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to the Polish people, where millions of peo-
ple live here of Polish extraction. I’m com-
ing as a President of the Republic of Po-
land to the United States from the country 
which may set an example of success for 
others. And we know that this success is 
due to the support of our American friends. 

Today I am here as the President of 
democratic, developing Poland, Poland that 
is important in its region and whose voice 
is very significant, both in Europe and 
worldwide. I am here as President of the 
country which enjoys strategic partnership 
with the United States and friendship 
which is hundreds of years long and well 
tested, as well as enjoys perspectives that 
we have discussed with President George 
Walker Bush for a long time today. 

During our conversations, we have dis-
cussed combating terrorism that has to be 
brought to the final end. And Poland has 
been contributing to this particular combat. 
And we’re sure that under the leadership 
of the United States, we could eliminate 
this particular threat from the world of the 
21st century, so that we could build a fu-
ture on the basis of the dialog, the protec-
tion of human rights, and mutual tolerance. 

Poland, with its soldiers in Afghanistan, 
is present in NATO, and Poland is active 
in exchange of information of intelligence 
and special units. We are ready to develop 
our cooperation along these lines. 

We have spoken about NATO. Poland 
is one of the new members, and we are 
convinced that the new summit in Prague 
will be the day on which new countries 
will be invited to become members of 
NATO who have met the requirements. 
Lithuania, Estonia, Latvia, our friends from 
Slovakia, and our close partners from Bul-
garia and Romania and Slovenia will be 
welcomed there. We want a strong NATO. 
We want NATO to be ready to ensure se-
curity in Europe as well as in the Euro-
Atlantic theater and a NATO that is going 
to be ready to respond to threats where 
the basic values of life and ethnic cleansing 
or acts of terror are taking place. 

I’ve presented to President George Walk-
er Bush an initiative that I had presented 
a few days ago in Riga, to develop coopera-
tion with countries which are in NATO, 
which will be in NATO, and with those 
ones which are going to be outside of 
NATO—I’m thinking here of the Balkan 
states. And I rejoice in the fact that the 
initiative of cooperation has been accepted 
as interesting by the United States, and 
as deserving further development. 

We have also spoken of Europe, and Po-
land wants to become a member state of 
the European Union. And we are sure that 
at the beginning of 2004 we are going to 
become a member state, and we think that 
our future should be built with very close 
cooperation with the United States and Eu-
rope. And we want Poland to contribute, 
with its potential to global security and to 
building peace and mutual trust. 

On bilateral issues, we have emphasized 
that we’re closing a particular chapter of 
transformations that have been taking place 
in Poland and in countries of Central and 
Eastern Europe. Today, we can say that 
our partnership has matured, that we’re 
opening a new chapter where we’re going 
to be treated mutually as fully fledged part-
ners ready to take actions, both current ac-
tions as well as those that are going to 
take place in the future. 

I am convinced that the United States 
may draw on the experiences that Poland 
has gained in its transformation. We are 
ready to share these transformation experi-
ences with other countries. I am also con-
vinced that we’re going to serve very well 
the military cooperation, especially in the 
areas of training, equipment, and the co-
operation of special units with the par-
ticular military forces. And transformation 
is Poland’s specific experience, as I want 
to emphasize again. 

I would also like to say that it’s very 
significant that we have been creating a 
very positive climate for European invest-
ments. Americans have so far made an in-
vestment of $8 billion U.S., and we want 
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the climate for further investments to be 
very good. We would hope that new Amer-
ican companies will be opening their new 
headquarters in Poland, making it possible 
for them to operate vis-a-vis other states 
of the region. 

Let me also emphasize that since the 
very first moment in Washington, DC, we 
have been feeling the atmosphere of ex-
treme wishfulness, kindness, and hospitable 
that I wish to extend my words of gratitude 
now in this context to President Bush and 
Mrs. Laura Bush. We’re not only guests 
here, as we feel, but we’re also friends that 
are coming from Poland for a visit to the 
United States. 

I’m convinced, too, that this visit will en-
courage further contacts and to develop 
enough contacts at all levels concerning not 
only politicians and elites but also citizens 
of the two countries, nongovernmental or-
ganizations and various institutions, social 
institutions. We want very much the Polish-
American relations to get the new momen-
tum. And free of the challenges that we 
have had in the recent decades, they could 
become the greatest contribution to the 
world, to Europe, and to Poland and the 
United States. 

And thank you for your attention. 
President Bush. We’ll answer some ques-

tions. We’ll alternate between the American 
press and the Polish press, three apiece. 

Corporate Responsibility/National Economy 
Q. Mr. President, even while you’re call-

ing for transparency in corporate America, 
you refuse to ask the SEC to turn over 
documents from its investigation into Hark-
en Energy Corporation, your old company. 
And the Vice President has answered few 
questions about his role at Halliburton, his 
old company, which is now under investiga-
tion by the SEC. Why not just clear the 
air, ask the SEC to release those docu-
ments, and ask the Vice President to talk 
about Halliburton in a public forum? 

President Bush. Well, first, the Vice 
President—I’ve got great confidence in the 
Vice President, doing a heck of a good 
job. When I picked him, I knew he was 
a fine business leader and a fine, experi-
enced man. And he’s doing a great job. 
That matter will take—run its course, the 
Halliburton investigation, and the facts will 
come out at some point in time. 

Secondly, as to a look at Harken, the 
SEC, as a result of Freedom of Information 
requests, has released documents, and the 
key document said there is no case. It was 
fully investigated by career investigators. 
Some of you, I think, have talked to the 
head career investigator, and he’s made it 
clear there was no case. 

The key thing for the American people 
is to realize that the fundamentals for eco-
nomic vitality and growth are there, low 
interest rates, good monetary policy, pro-
ductivity increases, economic vitality, and 
growth in the first quarter and that, as 
Chairman Greenspan said yesterday, that 
we’ve got to change from a culture of greed 
to a culture of responsibility. And I believe 
that’s going to happen. 

Congress is working on some legislation. 
I hope they get it to my desk before they 
go home. I think it’s important to send 
a signal to the American people that re-
forms have been enacted, laws will be 
upheld. But as I said the other day in Ala-
bama, I’ve got—I’m an optimist about the 
future of this economy. I think that the 
ingredients for growth are in place, and 
that’s important to our friends from Poland 
because, as he mentioned, we invest and 
we trade and the stronger our economy 
is, the more likely it is we’ll have invest-
ment and trade together. 

President Kwasniewski. Now it’s time for 
Polish journalists. I invite—Polish TV. 
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Poland’s Role in the War on Terrorism 

Q. Polish public television, TVP. The 
question to both of you. Regarding the fu-
ture of the anti-terrorist coalition and pos-
sible next phase of the war against ter-
rorism, do you expect an increase of Po-
land’s involvement? And do you think that 
Poland is ready to meet the expectations? 

President Bush. Well, first, I’ve been very 
impressed by Poland’s troops. And we’ve 
got confidence in the Polish military. And 
we want to continue to train together. Par-
ticularly, our special forces need to work 
together, because the ability to succeed in 
the war—the new war of the 21st century 
means that we have to move quickly and 
move in a way that is effective and some-
times lethal. 

It’s interesting you said the ‘‘next phase 
of the war against terror.’’ Almost every 
day is a new phase, in some ways, because 
we’re reminding different countries which 
may be susceptible to Al Qaida that you’re 
either with us or against us. And so we’re 
constantly working on bolstering confidence 
amongst some nations which may some-
times forget that either you’re with us or 
you’re with the terrorists. That’s kind of 
a—that’s a phase, I guess you could say. 
Phase one was Afghanistan. Phase two is 
to make sure that other countries don’t be-
come places for training or places where 
the Al Qaida think they can hide. 

And we spent a lot of time on that here. 
I talked to Aleksander a lot about that 
today. The Polish Government has been 
very strong about working with us. The 
other—I also told him, of course, that we’d 
stay in close consultation, and we will. 

President Kwasniewski. I would just con-
strain myself to say that we have been part 
of the coalition from the very beginning, 
to the potential that reflects Poland’s possi-
bility and capability, such as our station in 
Bagram, and there is a Polish logistics unit, 
and they’re right there. Our intelligence 
forces have been cooperating very closely, 
and we know that the commitment on the 

part of the Republic of Poland will be 
growing with the needs that are going to 
be growing. 

We have discussed with President 
George Walker Bush on how to modernize 
the Polish Armed Forces so that they could 
meet the challenges of the war against ter-
rorism. And then Secretary Rumsfeld and 
Minister Szmajdzinski talked about talks, 
and they will be continued. And we hope 
that the effect will be that the Polish 
Armed Forces will be transformed in such 
a way so that, as a very serious and mature 
partner, they would be able to respond in 
unison with other armed forces. 

Poland is a member of the anti-terrorist 
coalition and has been very closely cooper-
ating with the United States. And we want 
to reconfirm our readiness to continue this 
combat. 

Reform of the Palestinian Authority/Vice 
President Cheney 

Q. Mr. President, do you agree with your 
Secretary of State’s willingness to consider 
working with a Palestinian Government that 
has Yasser Arafat as a figurehead leader, 
despite your call in June for a new and 
different leadership? And if I may follow 
up on Ron’s [Ron Fournier, Associated 
Press] question—— 

President Bush. You get one question. 
[Laughter] 

Q. If I could follow on Ron’s, are you 
confident the SEC will find that Vice Presi-
dent Cheney did nothing wrong while at 
Halliburton? 

President Kwasniewski. His question 
was—— 

President Bush. It happens worldwide. 
Yes, I am, to answer your second ques-

tion. 
And first, I am confident as well that 

we need to put institutions in place so that 
a peaceful Palestinian state can emerge. 
And that ought to be the primary focus. 
The reform of the Palestinian state is a 
crucial element to achieving the confidence 
necessary amongst all parties so that we 
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can eventually achieve the vision of two 
states living side by side in peace. That’s 
really important. 

The issue is much bigger than a person, 
as far as I’m concerned. I made it clear, 
I thought. The person you mentioned, Mr. 
Arafat, has failed to deliver. I still feel that 
way. And I know the Palestinian people 
will be better served by new leadership. 

And so we are—but my focus of my ad-
ministration is to work with leaders from 
around the world, some of whom were in 
New York yesterday, to work to make sure 
there’s a new constitution which divides 
power, so that one person doesn’t get to 
decide the fate of a group of people who 
have suffered mightily; that there are secu-
rity arrangements in place, so that they 
serve to make the area more secure, as 
opposed to security forces all existing—all 
of which exist to keep a person in power; 
reforms of financial institutions to make 
sure there’s full transparency, to make sure 
that the money that we spend on humani-
tarian aid ends up helping Palestinian peo-
ple, not a few leaders. 

Those institutional changes, Randy 
[Randy Mikkelsen, Reuters], are essential 
for the evolution of a state. It’s essential 
that those institutions are developed so that 
the people of Palestine get helped. That’s 
essential. 

And I do believe we’re making progress 
to this end. It is a—this is an issue much 
bigger than a single person. Mr. Arafat 
would like the whole issue to be about him. 
That’s the way it’s been in the past. Except 
when you analyze his record, he has failed 
the Palestinian people. He just has, and 
that’s reality. 

Q. [Inaudible] 
President Bush. You only get—that’s your 

third, second followup. [Laughter] Unbe-
lievably aggressive today. [Laughter] 

President Kwasniewski. Mr. President, 
now is Polish turn. 

President Bush. You’re in good standing 
with your colleagues for that. Break some 
new ground. 

President Kwasniewski. It’s a press con-
ference, not interview. [Laughter] 

President Bush. Yes. 
Q. Polish public radio. Mr. President, 

this is a question addressed to both Presi-
dents. 

President Bush. An old Fournier trick. 

Polish-U.S. Relations/War on Terrorism 
Q. There are some differences between 

Europe and the United States. Europe 
seems to be more eager to deal with econ-
omy and political sources of terrorism. 
United States seems to be more deter-
mined to apply military solutions. European 
Union and the United States differ in some 
important trade issues. What is the dif-
ferences present in your today conversa-
tion? Poland is going to be a member of 
the European Union. Might this member-
ship complicate relations in between our 
two countries? 

President Bush. No. That’s an easy one. 
[Laughter] No, it won’t. Let me make it 
clear to you, make sure—if I could kind 
of change one of your premises. We use 
military power, no question about it, and 
we’ll continue to do it, to hunt these killers 
down, one by one. And that’s all they are, 
is killers, coldblooded killers. 

We also understand that in order to 
make it hard for them to attack the United 
States again, or any of our friends, that 
we must disrupt their finances. We spend 
a lot of time on working with our friends 
to disrupt finances. And so we have a 
multifaceted approach to the war on terror. 
It’s important for you to understand that. 
We don’t necessarily place one aspect on 
the war against terror as more important 
than the other. 

In terms of the—listen, we’ve got great 
friends in Europe. Poland is a great friend, 
and the United States fully understands 
that we must cooperate together to achieve 
victory in the war against terror. That 
means intelligence sharing and working co-
operatively on finance, making sure our 
militaries cooperate together. NATO—a 
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useful role for NATO, the new role for 
NATO, is going to be to defend Europe 
against terrorist activity. And therefore, 
NATO needs to change so that it can do 
a more effective job of defeating the 
enemy. Russia is not the enemy. Russia 
is—you know, the idea of Russian tanks 
storming across Europe are no longer the 
problem. And therefore, cooperation on 
chasing down killers, one by one, even be-
comes more focused and more important 
in many ways. And that’s the nature of 
our relationship. 

So I welcome Poland going into the EU, 
if that’s what the President and the country 
think is best. 

President Kwasniewski. I wish to say that 
we have discussed the subject, and it is 
true to say that in Europe, Poland has been 
criticized as a state that has extremely 
been—has been very pro-American. And 
for that reason—I haven’t witnessed any 
criticism or heard any criticism, for that 
reason, here in America. 

But the issue of whether Europe or 
America, relations, et cetera, reminds me 
of a question that is very often addressed 
by a child: Is Mom or Dad better? From 
the educational point of view, it’s a false 
question, because under these cir-
cumstances that we are now in, we’re cre-
ating a family based on the same funda-
mental values or based on similar or very 
similar objectives, and also based on the 
historical heritage for Europe and the 
United States are quite similar and very 
penetrating. 

It seems to me that outside of current 
politics, or different accents in politics, cer-
tainly we could not talk, and we should 
not talk, about any conflicts of opinions. 
Poland wants to become a member state 
of the European Union, and that’s how we 
see our political and economic opportunity. 
And we hope it’s going to be true the first 
of January 2004. And I want to assure that 
Poland, as a member state of the European 
Union, will be doing all it can and will 
be able to do for the cooperation between 

the United States and Poland and Europe 
to be even better. 

I would like to refer to what President 
George Walker Bush said in Warsaw last 
year in June. ‘‘We have to be building a 
spirit of Europe,’’ he said, ‘‘whole and 
free,’’ a whole and free Europe. And I be-
lieve that this is a good reply to this ques-
tion, a good answer on how we should work 
together and how a Europe that is going 
to be in its whole entirety based on the 
same values to be the traditional and very 
close ally and partner for the United States. 

I am convinced that Poland’s member-
ship in the European Union will not only 
be a problem in relations between Poland 
and the United States, but because we are 
going to get new incentives for develop-
ment, this type of cooperation between Po-
land and the United States will be greatly 
welcomed also by the United States. 

Financing Homeland Security 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. The strat-

egy that you announced yesterday indicated 
that we’re already spending about $100 bil-
lion on homeland security. What have you 
determined about the costs going forward? 
How much is it going to cost us, and how 
much of that total do you see coming from 
State and local governments, on the one 
hand, and from the private sector, on the 
other? 

President Bush. It’s going to be hard to 
quantify how much the private sector 
spends. Let’s just say they need to spend 
enough to work in a cooperative way, and 
many private sector companies realize it’s 
in their interests to do so. 

The key thing about the national strategy 
is that we have the ability to have a Depart-
ment of Homeland Security that’s able to 
effect a national strategy by setting priority. 
And the priority is to protect our homeland. 

Mr. President, we’ve got agencies who’ve 
got many different functions, and we want 
the primary function of agencies that have 
anything to do with homeland security to 
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be protecting America, because we still feel 
like we’re under attack. 

The key cost issue is the cost of transi-
tion toward this new Department of Home-
land Security. And we’re confident that if 
we’re given the management tools nec-
essary, we can effect that in a cost-effective 
way, that transition in a cost-effective way. 
That’s why I spent some time talking to 
Members of Congress yesterday about giv-
ing us some management flexibility, flexi-
bility in personnel decisions, flexibility in 
reorganization decisions. I think that’s going 
to be an important part of making sure 
that the cost of transition is a realistic cost. 
As a matter of fact, we think we can save 
money as a result of overlap. 

In terms of how much it costs down the 
road, that’s going to depend upon how ef-
fective we are at defeating the enemy. The 
best homeland security is to hunt the 
enemy down one by one and bring them 
to justice. That’s the best way to secure 
the homeland, and the more effective we 
are at that, the more cost effective it will 
be at home. And so the budget we sub-
mitted is one we think is important for 
this year, and we’ll reassess on an annual 
basis. 

Q. As you know, Mr. President, the State 
and local governments are saying they’re 
at the end of their rope financially, at the 
moment, because of the economic down-
turn. Do you see a substantial burden on 
them—— 

President Bush. Well, we’ll just have to 
work—help them work through their budg-
ets. But remember, the—we’ll just have to 
see. They’re concerned about budgets in 
a lot of areas, Medicaid, different areas. 
And the—I believe this economy is going 
to come back, and I think it’s going to 
help improve their financial picture when 
it does. 

Poland’s Role in Europe/Russia-U.S. 
Relations 

Q. TVN Polish Network. A question for 
both of you. Would you please expand on 

the subject of the specific role that Poland 
is going to play in Central and Eastern 
Central Europe, especially within the con-
text of new enhanced relations between the 
United States and Russia? What is Poland 
going to do? 

President Bush. Well, that’s a very good 
question. First of all, the President talked 
about the Riga initiative that he described. 
It’s a—and it’s something that caught our 
imagination and caught our attention. We 
thought it was a very interesting set of 
ideas, and we want to explore that with 
him further, which would really put Poland 
in a unique role of fostering continued rela-
tions with countries which may or may not 
be admitted into NATO, for example. 

In terms of the Russia-U.S. relationship, 
it’s a strong relationship. But the—and it’s 
a relationship which is important because 
it helps Russia think Westward. And Poland 
can be a part of that, of course. The Presi-
dent has had great visits with President 
Putin, and he’s talked about the benefits 
of thinking West. 

And the other important part, the most 
immediate effect, is when Russia looks 
West, she sees Poland and realizes there 
is no threat from Poland. Poland is a peace-
ful neighbor. Poland’s at peace with all its 
neighbors. And that is a very important 
contribution to the stability of our relation-
ship. 

If we were—as I was very aggressive 
about, in talking about NATO expansion, 
if Russia thought that the neighborhood 
was unsettled, it might create some issues. 
But Poland has provided a great source of 
stability in the neighborhood, and therefore 
Russia feels less threatened. And I think 
that’s an important nuance, as we say, in 
foreign policy. I think that’s the word, isn’t 
it? ‘‘Nuance’’? Yes. [Laughter] 

Anyway, but it’s been a vital contribution, 
Mr. President, and I thank you for that. 

Making sure you’re awake. 
President Kwasniewski. Thank you. First, 

I also wish to say that some journalists in 
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Poland have been writing that good rela-
tions between the United States of America 
and Russia mean that the role of such 
states as Poland, or such states that joined 
NATO from Central Europe, has been de-
creasing or on a decline. I think that this 
is not a very wise thesis or assumption. 

But let me emphasize that especially the 
states of Central and Eastern Europe and 
Russia want Russia to become a fully 
democratic state, a state exercising a very 
peaceful attitude to all other nations. So 
good American-Russian relations are a 
guarantee for us, and President George 
Walker Bush has just mentioned that, that 
there is no threat from the Russian Federa-
tion and there will be no threat from the 
Russian Federation. 

I want to be in the shade of Russia and 
not afraid, as opposed to being a country 
that is right upfront and is afraid of Russia. 
I think it’s the very vital interest of Poland 
and other states for Russia-the United 
States relations to be very good. And we 
are very happy with the Russia-NATO part-
nership. This is a new quality of ensuring 
security in the world and especially in our 
region. 

Now, secondly, we are extremely happy 
that the American position is very, very 
pro-enlargement of NATO. I think politi-
cally this is a very significant decision that 
will result in the further development, 
broadening of the security zone in Europe. 
We are also very happy that there is a 
support for the Riga initiative, because it 
means that countries which are not going 
to become members of NATO will also— 
could be also—can be also benefiting from 
the outcome and from the results of this 
success, so they—we can also be supporting 
democracies, emerging democracies in Bos-
nia-Herzegovina and Croatia, in Macedonia, 
et cetera and et cetera, something that has 
been the world’s problem. And I think the 
Balkan states are going to be an area of 
development, economic development and 
development of security. 

I also want to assure you, and President 
Bush knows about it, that Poland has been 
functioning as an exporter of stability. We 
have been a unique state because, in the 
last 10 years, Poland has not changed its 
border by a single inch, and all our neigh-
bors have changed. None of our neighbors 
have been neighbors of Poland 10 years 
ago, neither the east—Eastern Germany or 
the German Democratic Republic, neither 
the Soviet Union nor any other country. 
So this is a piece of evidence that you 
can export stability. You can be a pretty 
important factor contributing to security in 
Europe, but also in the Euro-Atlantic di-
mension. 

And finally, I’d like to say that we talked 
about the cooperation with the Ukraine. 
Let me use this opportunity to say that 
Ukraine should play an even more impor-
tant role in Europe and in the region, and 
I am convinced that we should be sup-
porting and favoring all efforts aimed at 
furthering development and cooperation 
with Ukraine and cooperation with the 
United States. And I am convinced that, 
strategically looking at the future, we 
should not be in the position not to see 
the 50-million state located right in the 
heart of the European Continent. 

So, speaking in brief words, we have 
made a review of politics in the area, and 
perspectives are good. But I think they 
should be utilized in the best possible ways. 
And in that sense, the Polish-American co-
operation is very, very important. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference 
began at 12:03 p.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. President Kwasniewski spoke 
in Polish, and his remarks were translated 
by an interpreter. In his remarks, President 
Bush referred to William R. McLucas, 
former Director, Division of Enforcement, 
Securities and Exchange Commission; Chair-
man Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Author-
ity; and President Vladimir Putin of Russia. 
President Kwasniewski referred to Minister 
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of National Defense Jerzy Szmajdzinski of 
Poland. 

Joint Statement by President George W. Bush and President Aleksander 
Kwasniewski 
July 17, 2002 

We reaffirm the deep friendship and vi-
brant alliance between the United States 
and Poland. We are committed to freedom 
and democratic values, which form the 
basis of a Europe whole, free, and at peace. 
As we begin the 21st Century, all of Eu-
rope’s peoples, for the first time in history, 
have an opportunity to live in democracies, 
at peace with themselves and their neigh-
bors. The United States pays tribute to the 
people of Poland, who contributed so much 
to bringing an end to Europe’s Cold War 
division and who led the way to the undi-
vided Europe now taking shape. Today, Po-
land and the United States are determined 
to complete our task: to build the Trans-
atlantic House of Freedom, open to all of 
Europe’s peoples and prepared to meet the 
global challenges of the 21st Century. Both 
sides stress the paramount importance of 
strong and vigilant Transatlantic links for 
a successful response to the new challenges 
that we face. 

We will meet the new challenges to-
gether. We must act decisively to win the 
war against global terror. Polish forces 
serve alongside United States forces in Op-
eration Enduring Freedom. In November 
2001, President Kwasniewski invited leaders 
from Central, Eastern, and Southern Eu-
rope to identify concrete steps to defeat 
terrorism. The United States appreciates 
this initiative and welcomes follow-up 
meetings. Poland and the United States be-
lieve that these efforts can contribute sig-
nificantly to controlling borders, cutting off 
terrorist financing, stemming the smuggling 
of individuals and equipment for terrorist 
purposes, and preventing bioterrorism. 

In the face of terrorism and other new 
threats, NATO’s traditional commitment to 
collective defense must also be carried out 
in new ways. We are determined to lead 
NATO’s adaptation to meet the new threats 
we face. NATO must develop improved ca-
pabilities and be able to respond, rapidly 
and flexibly, to threats from wherever they 
arise. We are determined to provide the 
resources needed to achieve strengthened 
capabilities and want to work jointly with 
other Allies to this end. As NATO adapts, 
the United States and Poland are trans-
forming their militaries to make them as 
efficient, mobile, and well-equipped as pos-
sible. The United States and Poland have 
agreed to expand cooperation between our 
armed services both to deepen our military-
to-military relations, and in particular to 
promote needed transformation in our de-
fense. We hope this enhanced cooperation 
can be a model for activities with other 
Allies. 

We look forward to welcoming new 
members to the NATO Alliance. The en-
largement of NATO has already extended 
security on the European continent and will 
continue. At its Prague Summit, NATO will 
extend invitations to those European de-
mocracies ready to share in the responsibil-
ities of NATO membership, and the United 
States and Poland have agreed on the desir-
ability of a broad round of enlargement. 
The states aspiring to join NATO have 
worked hard to institute reforms, solidify 
the rule of law, and leave no doubt about 
the strength of their democratic institutions. 
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Reforms must continue even after member-
ship, just as Poland has continued its re-
forms since joining NATO in 1999. 

We welcome NATO’s new relationship 
with Russia. The NATO-Russia Council has 
great potential for NATO members and 
Russia to build common security against 
common threats, especially in combating 
proliferation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion and terrorism. We also welcome an 
improved relationship between NATO and 
Ukraine. The United States and Poland 
share an interest in encouraging the aspira-
tions of the people of Ukraine to prepare 
for a future in Europe. We agreed to work 
together to support Ukraine’s efforts to im-
plement needed economic and democratic 
reforms. Our two nations urge Belarus to 
join its neighbors in seeking a democratic 
and free market future. 

Accession to the European Union is es-
sential for Poland’s future economic 
growth, and benefits our bilateral relations 
as well as the trans-Atlantic relationship. 
The United States and Poland welcome the 
impending enlargement of the European 
Union as another signal of the deep roots 
across the European continent of free mar-
ket principles and open societies. We seek 
stronger ties between the European Union 
and NATO. The prospects for overcoming 
the most serious challenges of the day are 
enhanced significantly when NATO and the 
EU cooperate in achieving common solu-
tions. 

The Polish-American economic partner-
ship contributes to Poland’s ability to real-
ize its full potential as a future EU member 
state, and increases employment and high 
technology growth opportunities in Poland. 
We believe that Poland’s aspirations to play 
a full role within the EU is fully compatible 
with its desire to remain a strong Trans-
atlantic partner of the United States. Po-
land’s continued growth and prosperity de-
pend on a welcoming, predictable invest-
ment climate, and we have established an 
Economic/Commercial Dialogue to en-
hance our trade and investment relationship 

and to address specific issues of mutual 
concern. Commerce Secretary Evans hopes 
to visit Poland in 2003 as part of our overall 
effort to enhance our bilateral relations. 

We welcome the contribution of the 
strong Polish-American community to 
building ties between our nations. For over 
200 years the United States has been a 
home and a land of hope for generations 
of Poles searching for the American dream 
of liberty, freedom, justice, and prosperity. 
Today, their task is not only that of linking 
our two great democracies, but also one 
of global dimensions, to which Poles and 
Americans devote their energy in the name 
of the common values that Polish Ameri-
cans have done so much to develop. 

The United States and Poland have 
worked closely and productively, including 
with Jewish communities in both countries, 
to promote tolerance. We express satisfac-
tion about the efforts made to preserve 
memories of the Holocaust and support ini-
tiatives to expand education on the history 
of the Shoah. We renew our commitment 
to preserve and protect significant cultural 
heritage of mutual interest, and commend 
the progress achieved in this area through 
cooperation between Polish central and 
local institutions and U.S. public and pri-
vate institutions. 

The friendship between the United 
States and Poland is strong and enduring. 
We are united by ties of heritage, family, 
and faith. Bilateral relations between the 
United States and Poland are excellent, and 
we will work to strengthen those ties. Our 
common interests reinforce our relation-
ship, and we reaffirm today our determina-
tion to work more closely as friends and 
allies in the future. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment. 
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Statement on the Tel Aviv and West Bank Terrorist Attacks 
July 17, 2002 

I offer my deepest sympathies and con-
dolences to the families of those killed and 
to the wounded in the homicide bomb at-
tack today in Tel Aviv and the attack yes-
terday in the West Bank. The American 
people and I condemn these despicable 
acts of terror. 

Once again, terrorist violence directed 
against Israelis has taken innocent life. 
Peace cannot be built on a platform of 
violence against innocents. 

These terrorist acts are also attacks on 
our efforts to restore hope to the Pales-
tinian people. There is now broad inter-
national consensus—as evidenced by the 
meetings this week in Washington and New 
York—on the need to support Palestinian 
reform, address the urgent humanitarian 
needs of the Palestinian people, and restore 
momentum toward a two-state solution. As 
I said on June 24, the hopes of a few 
cannot be allowed to hold the hopes of 
many hostage. 

Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring President Aleksander Kwasniewski of 
Poland 
July 17, 2002 

Thank you all. Mr. President and Madam 
First Lady, it’s a great privilege for Laura 
and I to host you here in the White House. 
Tonight’s dinner is a small way of saying 
dziekuja for the warm hospitality you 
showed us last year in Warsaw. 

Today, Poland and the United States are 
meeting the challenges of our times, sus-
tained by bonds of kinship, culture, and 
commerce that unite our peoples. Two cen-
turies ago, Poles fought for America’s inde-
pendence. Before and since, thousands of 
American communities have been enriched 
by the energies of millions of Poles who 
came here to settle. 

Mr. President, tomorrow we’ll travel to 
Michigan to visit one of those communities. 
But pride requires me to point out that 
the oldest permanent Polish settlement in 
America can be found in my home State. 
In the fall of 1854, more than 100 Polish 
families traveled to the prairies of south 
Texas, seeking greater freedom and oppor-
tunity. They arrived at their destination on 
Christmas Eve, and they christened their 

new settlement Panna Maria, or Virgin 
Mary. The town is still there, a living sym-
bol of our common ties. 

Just as Poles keep contributing to Amer-
ica’s vitality, Poland keeps contributing to 
the vitality of the entire world. Poland’s 
opposition to Soviet tyranny inspired half 
a continent and helped bring down an evil 
empire. And the passion for human dignity 
and iron integrity of a Polish Pope has 
added to the momentum of freedom 
around the globe. Freedom did not have 
to be imported into Poland. It is found 
naturally in the rhythm of every Polish 
heart, a commitment of conscience and 
faith stronger than the brutality of con-
querors or the official lies of oppressors. 

In 1989, Poles on all sides of the ideolog-
ical divide made an historic decision to 
build a society based on democracy and 
human rights and the rule of law. Two 
years later, more than 100 political parties 
participated in Poland’s parliamentary elec-
tions, including one party called the Beer 
Lovers’ Party. We’re watching to see how 
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much beer you drink tonight, Mr. Presi-
dent. [Laughter] All but a handful of these 
parties were committed to a Poland found-
ed on freedom. 

In the decades since, Poland has contin-
ued to be an example for other nations 
seeking to claim their democratic future. 
And Poland has found what America has 
found, that democracy and free markets are 
honorable and just and indispensable to na-
tional progress. 

America and Poland are joined by a com-
mitment to helping each other along free-
dom’s road. Thomas Jefferson once wrote 
to Kosciuszko and praised him for being 
true to a single object, the freedom and 
happiness of man. Today, this single object 
defines Poland itself, and it defines the 
partnership between Poland and America. 
Together we can and we will complete the 
unification of Europe. We will reach out 

to Russia and Ukraine, and we will win 
the war against terror. 

Poland and America share a vision that 
is stronger than intolerance and hatred and 
bigotry. It is a vision of a world that is 
free and just, a world that respects people’s 
dignity and rewards their enterprise and 
creativity. 

Mr. President, let us toast to friendship 
between our countries. Tonight the old Pol-
ish saying has new meaning in a new cen-
tury: For your freedom and ours. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:37 p.m. in 
the State Dining Room at the White House. 
In his remarks, he referred to Jolanta 
Kwasniewska, wife of President 
Kwasniewski. The transcript released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary also included 
the remarks of President Kwasniewski. 

Remarks to the Polish American Community in Rochester, Michigan 
July 18, 2002 

The President. Thank you very much. 
So I was telling the President of Poland, 

I said, ‘‘There’s a lot of smart people in 
Washington, but not all the brains are in 
Washington. Why don’t we get on the air-
plane and come out and see some other 
smart Americans?’’ It’s an honor to be here. 
I want to thank you for coming. I appre-
ciate the warm hospitality that you’ve 
shown me and my friend. 

We had a heck of a dinner last night. 
It was a black-tie dinner, and I had the 
honor of sitting next to the First Lady of 
Poland. And it dawned on me after the 
dinner that he and I share a lot, starting 
with the fact that we both married really 
well. [Laughter] The First Lady of Poland 
sends her best, and so does the First Lady 
of America, my great wife, Laura Bush. 

I appreciate John and Michelle Engler. 
John mentioned that she is of Polish herit-

age. He forgot to say she’s got some Texas 
blood in her too. But I’m proud to call 
John and Michelle friends. I’m happy that 
Aleksander got to meet my friends here 
who have been doing such a fine job of 
running this State. 

I want to thank Gary Russi, the host, 
the president of Oakland University. I know 
it’s not easy to host an entourage, choppers 
and all the things that fly in here. But 
I want to thank you for providing this fan-
tastic forum, a chance for us to talk about 
our mutual visions for a peaceful world. 
So I want to thank all those who helped 
here at Oakland to make this a successful 
trip. 

I want to thank the Lalewiczes. That 
would be the lady—the fantastic young lady 
who sang ‘‘The Star-Spangled Banner’’ and 
her brother, Peter. I told the President he’s 
going to see a budding star singing our 
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national anthems, and she didn’t let us 
down. I want to thank you, Olivia, very 
much for being here. 

I appreciate some of the good folks who 
work here in Michigan. The Lieutenant 
Governor, Dick Posthumus, is here. 
Candice Miller is supposed to be here 
somewhere. I appreciate Candice—is the 
Michigan secretary of state. 

I want to thank the Polish delegation. 
We’ve got a lot of the leadership who are 
involved in the President’s Government. 
They’ve traveled with us from Washington 
today. I want to thank you all for coming. 
I’m honored you’re here. 

Our Ambassador from Poland is here, 
Chris Hill. Thank you, Mr. Ambassador. 
You’re doing a fine job. I appreciate you 
coming. 

I mean, when the President of Poland 
shows up, all the officials show up. We’ve 
got not only Federal officials and State offi-
cials, we’ve got L. Brooks Patterson, the 
Oakland County executive. We’ve got the 
mayor of Detroit. Mayor Kilpatrick, thank 
you for coming. I want to thank the mayor 
of Rochester for being here as well. Mr. 
Mayor, thank you for coming. I’m honored 
you’re here, and the mayor of Rochester 
Hills is here as well. 

And I want to thank you all for coming. 
It’s an honor that you’re here. We’re 
thrilled you’re here. It gives us a chance 
to talk about our vision for a peaceful 
world. There’s a lot of war talk these days, 
as there should be, but it’s all aimed at 
making sure the world is peaceful, peaceful 
not only for children here in America but 
peaceful for children in Poland as well. And 
it’s kind of you all to give us a chance 
to come and to visit. 

When we landed our chopper out there 
on the playing fields—or some kind of 
field—[laughter]—I know it was a field— 
[laughter]—we were met by two really fine 
Americans, Helen Suchara and Erin 
Chekal. Now they’re here, and I want them 
to stand up here in a minute. But I want 
to describe to you their hearts. First, you’ll 

see that Helen has lived a full life. But 
in the early nineties, she decided to go 
to Poland as a Peace Corps volunteer. She 
decided to take American values to her— 
the homeland of her ancestry, to talk about 
democracy and freedom, those very same 
values which the country embraces today. 
And Erin Chekal wanted to do the same 
thing. And so we’ve got two generations 
of Americans with us today who have vol-
unteered their time to make not only 
America a better place but to help the 
country they love, Poland, become a better 
place. And I want you to welcome them. 
Thank you all for coming. [Applause] 

Mr. President, the strength of our Nation 
is not our balance sheet; it’s not our mili-
tary. The strength of our Nation is the 
American people. The American people are 
generous people. They’re kind people. 
They’re courageous people. The true 
strength of America lies in the hearts and 
souls of Americans from all walks of life. 

It has been such an honor to welcome 
the President here to America. Laura and 
I went to Warsaw, by the way, as his guest 
and had a fantastic experience. We were— 
the people were great, and it was a wonder-
ful time for us to begin a friendship that’s 
an important friendship today. 

And the friendship, though, between Po-
land and America goes back a long way. 
As Governor Engler mentioned, Poles 
fought for American independence, and in 
the century past, we had the privilege and 
honor of helping Poland fight for her inde-
pendence. We had the honor of repaying 
the favor, because we love freedom, and 
so do the Polish people. America is proud 
to call Poland a friend, a partner, and an 
ally. 

The people of Poland and the people 
of America share strong bonds of kinship 
and culture and commerce. The sons and 
daughters of Poland, many of whom I’m 
pleased we have here today, Mr. President, 
have been enriching America throughout 
our entire history. [Applause] There’s one 
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or two sons here. Listen, they’ve contrib-
uted to every walk of life, Jan Karski, Ed 
Muskie, Bronko Nagurski. We had dinner 
last night with one, a great Polish Amer-
ican, Stan Musial. All throughout our soci-
ety, Polish Americans have made a tremen-
dous contribution, Mr. President, and we’re 
proud of that contribution. As a matter of 
fact, it’s the contributions from people from 
all walks of life which make America not 
only a unique nation but a strong nation. 

Poland has given a lot to America, and 
Poland has given a lot to the world. For 
50 years, the people of Poland waged an 
heroic struggle for freedom. For 50 years, 
they set an example of what it means to 
love freedom. It was Polish courage and 
conscience that caused an evil empire to 
fear freedom and eventually bring down the 
evil empire. 

And Poland has given the world one of 
the greatest figures of the last century. The 
moral authority and iron integrity of a Pol-
ish Pope have stirred the forces of freedom 
throughout the world. Everyone who be-
lieves in human rights and human life and 
human dignity owes a great debt to Pope 
John Paul II. And I want to thank one 
of his most distinguished representatives 
here in America, His Eminence Cardinal 
Maida, for being with us today as well. 

Poland is an example to all of Europe. 
After all, it’s a strong democracy with a 
market economy. It’s a force for stability 
within Europe, and it’s a nation prepared 
to play an influential role on the world 
stage. 

Five years ago, the United States proudly 
supported Poland’s bid to join NATO. This 
year, Poland and the United States will 
meet in Prague and support NATO mem-
bership for all of Europe’s democracies 
ready to share in NATO’s responsibilities. 

In this age, in this era, America needs 
allies who share the same views about the 
world’s opportunities. We need allies who 
understand the world’s dangers. When 
America was attacked, NATO and Poland, 
led by this good man, immediately declared 

that an attack on one of us was an attack 
on all of us. You need to know that Poland 
is standing strong—I mean, strong—along-
side America in the war on global terror. 

Poland has—Poland—— 
Audience members. Stop the war! Stop 

the war! Stop the war! 
The President. Poland has deployed 

troops to Afghanistan, has shared intel-
ligence, and cracked down on terrorist fi-
nancing. You need to know that the United 
States of America will track the terrorists 
down one by one and bring them to justice. 
[Applause] Thank you all. 

Mr. President, the people of America are 
deeply grateful for your support and the 
support of the people of Poland. See, a 
lot of people in our country, and perhaps 
yours, wonder why would, why would an 
enemy—by the way, nothing bunch of— 
nothing but a bunch of coldblooded kill-
ers—strike America. And Mr. President, it’s 
because they fear freedom. See, we believe 
in freedom of speech. We believe in free-
dom of the press. Like you, we love free-
dom, and if somebody attacks our free-
doms, we’ll stand tough and strong. 

No, we’re bound together in this war 
on terror. This President understands what 
I know, that we’ve entered a new type of 
war. We’re hunting down people that will 
hide in a cave but send youngsters to their 
death—that’s what they’ll do. These are 
international criminals, and we’re going to 
treat them like international criminals. 
We’re going to get them on the run, and 
we’re going to keep them on the run until 
we bring them to justice. 

We owe it to history; we owe it to our 
children and our grandchildren. Anytime 
anybody wants to affect the freedom of our 
people, they must pay a price, not because 
we seek revenge but because we seek jus-
tice. 

I was explaining to the President yester-
day that I’ve submitted a mighty hefty in-
crease in our defense spending. I did so 
because anytime an American President 
commits one of our troops into battle or 
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into harm’s way, that person deserves the 
best training, the best pay, the best equip-
ment possible. And Mr. President, this sig-
nificant increase, the largest since Ronald 
Reagan was the President, shows the world, 
shows our friends, and as importantly, 
shows the enemy that the United States 
is a determined, resolved nation. It doesn’t 
matter how long it takes. There are no 
calendars on our desks in Washington that 
say, by such-and-such a moment we’ve got 
to quit. That’s not how we think, Mr. Presi-
dent, and you know that. The increase in 
the defense budget says that we’re in this 
for the long haul, that we owe it to a lot 
of people to be patient and resolved. 

Mr. President, I’m telling you that this 
country is united. We understand this isn’t 
a Republican war, a Democratic war. This 
is a war that will test the soul and con-
science and strength of the American peo-
ple. And Mr. President, America will meet 
the test. 

We are united. We’re a united country, 
and we’re united with Poland. We will not 
permit the future to be defined by fear 
and chaos and hatred. We will define a 
future of greater development of democ-
racy and a future of tolerance. We’ll stand 
together, and, make no mistake about it, 
we will defeat global terror. 

When I spoke to the faculty and students 
at Warsaw University last year, I said the 
question no longer is what others can do 
for Poland, but what America, Poland, and 
all of Europe can do for the rest of the 
world. Working together, we will build 
greater prosperity and greater hope to peo-
ple of our respective nations and people 
all across the globe. 

Poland has a leader it can trust. He’s 
a good man. He’s a man I’m proud to 
call friend. I’m proud to bring him to the 
great State of Michigan. I’m proud to intro-
duce him to you. Ladies and gentlemen, 
President Aleksander Kwasniewski of Po-
land. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. in 
the Athletics Center at Oakland University. 
In his remarks, he referred to President 
Aleksander Kwasniewski of Poland, and his 
wife, Jolanta Kwasniewska; Gov. John Engler 
of Michigan, and his wife, Michelle; Mayor 
Kwame Kilpatrick of Detroit; Mayor William 
A. Johnson, Jr., of Rochester; Mayor Pat 
Somerville of Rochester Hills; baseball Hall 
of Fame member Stanley F. Musial; and 
Adam Cardinal Maida, Archbishop of De-
troit. The transcript released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary also included the re-
marks of President Kwasniewski. 

Remarks at a Luncheon With Polish American Leaders in Troy, Michigan 
July 18, 2002 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thanks for your warm welcome. My fellow 
club members—[laughter]—thank you all 
for—— 

[At this point, there was a disruption in 
the audience.] 

The President. Yes, sir, thanks. We—the 
President and I were just in the neighbor-
hood, looking for a meal. [Laughter] So 
I just said, ‘‘Why don’t we stop over? I’m 

a member of a club in the area.’’ [Laugh-
ter] Stan, thanks for remembering my 
membership, and thanks for feeding us. 

I appreciate you all coming out to greet 
my friend and a friend of America, the 
President of Poland, a fine leader and a 
fine gentleman. 

I want to thank Stan and Sylvia. I want 
to thank all the folks who put on the dinner 
or—we call it ‘‘dinner’’ in Texas—lunch 
here in Michigan. And I want to thank 
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my fellow Americans for coming out to say 
hello. 

We had a wonderful dinner last night 
in Washington. We all wore our black ties. 
I rented mine right around the corner. 
[Laughter] But it was a wonderful occasion. 
And as much as I loved it last night, I 
was really looking forward to coming with 
the President here to Michigan, because 
there’s a lot of great—there’s a lot of great 
Americans who happen to be from Polish 
descent living here, and I thought it was 
a perfect place for him to come. 

I want to thank Cardinal Maida for com-
ing. He was—he came to dinner last night 
with us, and he jumped on Air Force One. 
We found plenty of room for him. [Laugh-
ter] But he’s such a—such a dignified 
human being, and I’m proud to call him 
friend. And thank you for your leadership, 
sir. 

I want to thank the Englers, our friends 
the Englers, the great Governor and the 
first lady of the State of Michigan. They’ve 
been our friends for a long time. I know 
the Lieutenant Governor is here. I appre-
ciate you being here, Dick. Thank you for 
coming, Dick Posthumus. Candice Miller, 
the secretary of state, I appreciate you 
being here. 

We’ve got our Ambassador from Poland 
with us, Christopher Hill. He’s doing a fine 
job. Chris, thank you for being here. 

We’ve got a great delegation from the 
Polish Government with us, scattered 
throughout, I guess. Mr. Minister, thank 
you for coming. I appreciate you all being 
here. 

I want to just tell you right quickly that 
America has got a strong, strong friend in 
Poland. The Polish Government and the 
Polish people are—they understand what 
we went through. They understand— 
they’ve had a history of people wanting to 
take away their freedoms too. See, we share 
that common bond. 

And they also understand that we owe 
it to our children and we owe it to future 
generations beyond our children to hold 
people to account, to hold the killers to 
account, to bring the killers to justice in 
order to defend our freedoms. And that’s 
what we’re going to do. 

Some predicted that the farther we got 
away from September the 11th, the more 
the American people would grow weary or 
kind of forget what happened. And Mr. 
President, you need to know that’s not the 
case—that’s not the case. Anybody attacks 
us and attacks our freedom, we don’t forget 
that. And therefore, Mr. President, you’re 
a guest in a country that is united and 
strong and resolved, resolved to keep our 
coalition together and resolved to defend 
our freedom, no matter what the cost. And 
Poland understands that, and for that we 
are grateful. 

And so it’s been our privilege the last 
2 days to welcome the First Lady and the 
President, President Kwasniewski, here to 
the United States of America. It’s been a 
great trip, and it’s a chance for us to— 
chance for me to introduce him to you, 
my fellow Americans. 

Mr. President, you’re among some of the 
finest we have in our country, the good 
Polish Americans of the State of Michigan. 

Would you please welcome the President 
of Poland. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:21 p.m. at 
the American-Polish Cultural Center. In his 
remarks, he referred to Stanley Grot, presi-
dent, American-Polish Cultural Center, and 
his wife, Sylvia; Adam Cardinal Maida, Arch-
bishop of Detroit; Gov. John Engler of 
Michigan, and his wife, Michelle; and Jolanta 
Kwasniewska, wife of President 
Kwasniewski. The transcript released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary also included 
the remarks of President Kwasniewski. 
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Remarks Prior to Discussions With the Foreign Ministers of Egypt, Jordan, 
and Saudi Arabia and an Exchange With Reporters 
July 18, 2002 

The President. I have a short statement 
here, and then I’d be glad to answer two 
questions; I’ll call on the people. Then we 
need to get to our meeting. 

I want to thank the Ministers for coming 
today. Secretary of State Powell has been 
working hard to work on an initiative that 
we believe will bring peace to the Middle 
East. 

Our vision of peace says that there ought 
to be two states living side by side in peace. 
Our vision for peace recognizes that there 
must be security in the region. Our vision 
for peace understands that too many Pal-
estinians suffer; they suffer from lack of 
food and basic services. Our vision for 
peace understands that all parties have got 
responsibilities: The United States has a re-
sponsibility; the neighborhood has respon-
sibilities; the Israelis have a responsibility; 
the Palestinians have a responsibility. And 
we will continue to work with all parties 
to achieve the pathway to peace. 

And I want to thank the Ministers for 
coming. They represent governments that 
are anxious to work with us, anxious to 
work toward achieving the vision that we 
all hope will happen soon. It’s in the best 
interests of the world that we do achieve 
peace in the Middle East, and I’m looking 
forward to continuing our dialogs. 

I’ll answer a couple of questions. Dick 
Keil [Richard Keil, Bloomberg News]. 

Reform of the Palestinian Authority 
Q. Mr. President, would you be willing 

to consider a permanent Palestinian state 
that included Chairman Arafat in some sort 
of ceremonial role or as President? 

The President. As I mentioned—I think 
it was yesterday, I think, I had a press 
conference. My, time flies. The issue is big-
ger than any single person. And our discus-
sions will center on how to have 

institutionals—institutions in place that will 
truly represent the will of the Palestinian 
people, that will give confidence to the 
world that we can spend money in a way 
that helps the Palestinians, that when we 
talk about security, there are security forces 
there aimed at protecting people from ter-
rorist attack, as opposed to enabling people 
to stay in office. 

You know, it’s very interesting that these 
leaders came to our country to discuss 
peace, and the terrorists attacked. It’s clear 
that a few want to damage the hopes of 
many. And by working to put institutions 
in place that will help on security and fi-
nances and government, institutions which 
will outlast any single leader—and so that’s 
what we’re going to discuss today. 

Mark Smith [Associated Press Radio]. 

Middle East Security Arrangement/Timing 
of Terrorist Attacks 

Q. Mr. President, what do you think of 
the idea of having troops and others from 
the Egyptian and Saudi and Jordanian sides 
help train security forces for the Palestin-
ians? And, sir, yesterday there was another 
double suicide bombing just after you used 
the word ‘‘progress.’’ Do you think that’s 
a coincidence? 

The President. You know, I’m beginning 
to think that every time we have a high-
level meeting, something happens. It’s not 
coincidental. I think the enemies of peace 
try to send signals, try to derail peace, and 
try to discourage us. And one of the things 
I’m going to tell the leaders today is we 
refuse to be discouraged. We’re going to 
continue to work for peace, continue to 
push hard for peace, because we think it’s 
a—we know it’s in our vital interests. 

In terms of who trains whom for secu-
rity, that’s part of the ongoing discussions, 
and that’s what we want to discuss. George 
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Tenet has laid out a plan, and part of the 
plan is to work with the nations present 
here as to how to effect a security arrange-
ment that will be effective and will work. 
That’s what we want to do, and that’s what 
we want to discuss. 

Listen, thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:22 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. The 
President met with Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Ahmed Maher of Egypt; Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Marwan Muasher of Jordan; 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs Saud al-
Faysal al Saud of Saudi Arabia. A reporter 
referred to Chairman Yasser Arafat of the 
Palestinian Authority. 

Remarks to the 10th Mountain Division at Fort Drum, New York 
July 19, 2002 

The President. Thank you all. Thank you, 
General, and thank you all for such a warm 
welcome. I’m honored to be here. I’ve 
been looking forward to coming to Fort 
Drum. 

Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. It gives me a chance to 

come to one of our Nation’s finest military 
bases. 

Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. But more importantly, it 

gives me a chance to speak to some of 
the finest Americans we have, our soldiers 
and their families. I’m proud of you. You 
have a vital mission, especially in this time 
of war. And you do it well, and you do 
the mission with honor. 

Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. The 10th Mountain Divi-

sion patch stands for the skill and it stands 
for the power of our military, and it stands 
for the best values of the United States 
of America. 

Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. Many of you just returned 

from service abroad in Operation Enduring 
Freedom. 

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. Others have come home 

from duty in Kosovo or Bosnia. 
Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. And the Sinai. 
Audience members. Hooah! 

The President. Troops from this base will 
be needed again in missions yet to come. 

Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. But you have the Nation’s 

gratitude for all you’ve done and the Na-
tion’s confidence in all you will do. 

Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. I want to thank General 

Huber for his service to our country. I want 
to thank Judy Hagenbeck, the wife of 
Major General Buster Hagenbeck, with 
whom I got to speak via one of these tele-
conferencing apparati. [Laughter] 

I want to thank General Larry Ellis for 
his leadership. I want to thank Colonel 
John Kelly. I want to thank Major General 
Ken Lopez. I want to thank all those who 
wear the uniform, on behalf of a mighty 
nation. 

Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. I want to thank my friend 

Governor George Pataki of the State of 
New York. I appreciate you being here, 
Governor. I want to thank the Lieutenant 
Governor, who is here. I appreciate mem-
bers of the New York congressional delega-
tion who have taken time out of their 
schedules to come, Senator Clinton, Con-
gressman McHugh, Congressman Boehlert, 
Congressman Reynolds, Congressman 
Sweeney, and Congressman Walsh. I want 
to thank the State officials who are here. 
I want to thank the local officials who are 
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here. And I want to thank the veterans 
who are here with us today. 

Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. I know Watertown, New 

York, is proud to call hundreds of the vet-
erans citizen, and the American people are 
so grateful to your service. 

I want to thank the family members who 
are here today. Our country depends upon 
those who wear the uniform, and our coun-
try depends upon their family members 
too. I want to thank you for the sacrifices 
that you make on behalf of a nation. I 
want to thank the wives and the husbands 
and the sons and the daughters. We appre-
ciate the commitments you make to your 
family and to your country. This Nation 
is grateful to our military families. 

Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. This great base, the 10th 

Mountain Division, has a special place in 
American military history. Under different 
names, Fort Drum has given continuous 
service to the defense of our country since 
the beginning of the last century. The ranks 
of the 10th Mountain Division have given 
distinguished and at times heroic service 
for six decades. This unit has produced 
some of the finest soldiers ever to wear 
the uniform—— 

Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. ——including a World 

War II veteran, one of the great living 
Americans, Senator Bob Dole. 

Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. This division has now 

been called to play a central part in the 
first war of the 21st century. In the fight 
against terror, you are responding as you 
always have in times of danger. Because 
of you, and men and women like you in 
all branches of our military, we will defend 
this Nation, and we will defeat the enemies 
of freedom. 

Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. I can’t imagine what the 

enemy was thinking. [Laughter] They must 
have thought we were so weak, so feeble 
a nation that we might, after September 

the 11th, file a lawsuit or two. [Laughter] 
They obviously had never been to Fort 
Drum. They didn’t understand what I 
know, the character and the strength and 
the courage of the men and women of the 
United States military. 

This war came upon us suddenly. The 
response has placed great demands on our 
military. Yet at every point in the chain 
of command, you were prepared for the 
orders that came. As Major General 
Hagenbeck has put it, when this division 
was called in September to deploy, nobody 
ever asked, ‘‘Are you ready?’’ It was as-
sumed. And as the enemy found out, you 
were ready. 

Within days, you stepped forward to 
guard against further attacks on the home-
land. Within weeks, soldiers from Fort 
Drum were guarding bases in Uzbekistan 
and moving in to defeat a brutal regime 
in Afghanistan. 

Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. You fought beside our al-

lies in cold and rugged terrain, against 
trained and resourceful killers. You met the 
enemy half a world away, in his own ele-
ment, yet the terrorists discovered no bunk-
er could protect them. 

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. Darkness couldn’t conceal 

them. 
Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. And there was no cave 

deep enough to save them. 
Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. The 10th Mountain Divi-

sion cleared over 100 caves used by Al 
Qaida, seized more than 500 stockpiles of 
enemy ammunition, patrolled over 500 
miles of border trails to block fleeing 
enemy, helped build or repair tent hospitals 
and deliver over a million pounds of food. 
In the Afghan campaign, more than 150 
soldiers of the 10th Mountain Division 
were decorated for their noble actions, in-
cluding one lieutenant colonel who calmly 
inspired his troops during 18 hours of gre-
nade attacks and withering small arms fire. 
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When the 10th Mountain Division first 
arrived in Afghanistan, the Taliban was in 
power. When some of you left, the Taliban 
was in ruins, and the Afghan people were 
liberated. 

For some of you, this may seem like 
a long war, particularly ones who have had 
loved ones overseas. But we’ve been at it 
for only 10 months. We have a great deal 
to show for our efforts. Our country leads 
a mighty coalition of civilized nations, 
joined in facing a common threat, a real 
threat to humanity. We’re uncovering ter-
rorist cells all across the world, disrupting 
plots against us. We’re seizing terrorist as-
sets and keeping terrorists themselves on 
the run. 

So far, more than—thousands of terror-
ists have been captured, and thousands oth-
ers, like several in the Philippines just 
weeks ago, weren’t that lucky. 

Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. One by one, they are 

meeting their fate, a fate they chose for 
themselves. Around the world, terrorists are 
learning that the justice of the United 
States of America cannot and will not be 
escaped. 

Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. Some members of our co-

alition need America’s aid and advice, and 
they’re receiving it. Other nations need 
help training their armies to fight terror, 
and we’re providing that. Some parts of 
the world, there will be no substitute for 
direct action by the United States. That 
is when we will send you, our military, to 
win the battles that only you can win. 

Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. At this moment, around 

60,000 Americans are deployed around the 
world in the war against terror. We’ve given 
great responsibilities to them and to you. 
And those of us in Washington have great 
responsibilities of our own. We must never 
cut corners when it comes to our national 
security. We owe our military every weapon 
you need, every dollar it takes to fight and 
to win this war. 

Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. We’re making progress, 

and I appreciate the fact that Congress has 
stood behind me. I appreciate the support 
I’ve received in Congress. I’ve been able 
to rely on leaders of both political parties. 

Earlier this year, I proposed the largest 
increase in military spending since Ronald 
Reagan was the President. 

Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. I did so because our 

troops must be well trained, well equipped, 
and well paid in order to fight and win 
this war. 

We’re investing in our military so we can 
deploy swift and agile forces anyplace, any-
time they’re needed. We’re building preci-
sion weapons that can spare the lives of 
American soldiers and lives of innocent ci-
vilians in foreign lands. 

We will multiply every advantage—every 
possible advantage—so that we’re prepared 
for any enemy, any enemy of freedom. 

Audience member. Let’s get Saddam. 
Audience members. Hooah!
The President. In March of this year, I 

asked Congress to put defense appropria-
tions at the beginning of the legislative line, 
not the end. I asked them to stop playing 
that old trick, ‘‘We’ll hold defense last.’’ 

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. I think it needs to be 

first. 
Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. The House of Representa-

tives responded. The Senate is still delay-
ing. The Senate must act so that we can 
plan the war. The Senate must act, and 
it must act this month, on defense appro-
priations. Congress has the responsibility to 
put first things first, and nothing comes 
before the freedom and the security of the 
American people. 

Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. As we prepare our mili-

tary for action, we will protect our military 
from international courts and committees 
with agendas of their own. 

Audience members. Hooah! 
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The President. You might have heard 
about a treaty that would place American 
troops under the jurisdiction of something 
called the International Criminal Court. 
The United States cooperates with many 
other nations to keep the peace, but we 
will not submit American troops to pros-
ecutors and judges whose jurisdiction we 
do not accept. 

Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. Our Nation expects and 

enforces the highest standards of honor and 
conduct in our military. That’s how you 
were trained. That’s what we expect. Every 
person who serves under the American flag 
will answer to his or her own superiors 
and to military law, not to the rulings of 
an unaccountable international criminal 
court. 

Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. This new war is going to 

take some time. We’re in this for the long 
haul. After all, we defend our Nation we 
love. We defend the values we uphold. We 
love freedom—we love freedom. We love 
our freedoms, and we will defend them, 
no matter what the cost. 

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. The work has just begun. 

And what we have begun, we will finish. 
Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. In Afghanistan, coalition 

troops still have critical work, and the dan-
gers haven’t passed. Elsewhere, new threats 
are taking shape. 

In this war, there will be times of quiet, 
and there will be times of crisis, times that 
call for patience, and times that call for 
sacrifice. As members of our military, you 
understand this as clearly as anyone. You 
know the nature of the threat. 

Terrorism is fueled by boundless hatred. 
Terrorism will be stopped by a mighty na-
tion with a strong and ready military. 

Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. We fight against a shad-

owy network that hides in many nations 
and has revealed its intention to gain and 
use weapons of mass destruction. We’re 

threatened by regimes that have sought 
these ultimate weapons and hide their 
weapons programs from the eyes of the 
world. 

The same regimes have shown their true 
nature by torturing and butchering their 
own people. These tyrants and terrorists 
have one thing in common: Whatever their 
plans and schemes, they will not be re-
strained by a hint of humanity or con-
science. 

The enemies of America no longer need 
great armies to attack our people. They re-
quire only great hatred, made more dan-
gerous by advanced technologies. Such en-
emies—against such enemies, we cannot sit 
quietly and hope for the best. To ignore 
this mounting danger is to invite it. Amer-
ica must act against these terrible threats 
before they’re fully formed. 

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. We will use diplomacy 

when possible and force when necessary. 
Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. We will prepare delib-

erately and act decisively. 
Our commitment should be clear to all, 

to friend and enemy alike: America will 
not leave the safety of our people and the 
future of peace in the hands of a few evil 
and destructive men. 

Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. In this war, we fight 

against the advance of terror and its agents. 
We also fight for the advance of freedom 
and human dignity. We do more than op-
pose an ideology of violence and hatred; 
we offer a vision of democracy and devel-
opment that can overcome resentment and 
despair in every part of the Earth. 

Seldom have the ideals of freedom been 
under greater threat. Seldom have the 
ideals of freedom had greater appeal. This 
Nation, this generation, you all have been 
entrusted with the ideals and with their 
defense. This is a charge we bear. This 
is a charge we shall keep. 

Audience members. Hooah! 
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The President. Your duties will take you 
many places. In some places, you and your 
fellow soldiers may be the only representa-
tives of justice and order. As members of 
our military, you will stand between Amer-
ican citizens and grave danger. You will 
stand between civilization and chaos. And 
you will stand for liberty and tolerance and 
truth, the ideals of America and the hope 
of the entire world. Soldiers of the 10th 
Mountain Division and men and women 
of the Armed Forces, I’m honored to serve 
with you. 

Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. This is a decisive moment 

in the history of freedom. As your Com-
mander in Chief, I leave you this message: 
Be proud, be strong, and be ready. 

Audience members. Hooah! 

The President’s Radio Address 
July 20, 2002 

Good morning. As Congress approaches 
the August recess, it must take decisive 
steps to provide economic security to the 
American people, to demand high ethical 
standards from corporate leaders, to pro-
mote economic growth and job creation, 
and to curb its appetite for excessive spend-
ing. 

We must promote economic security by 
enforcing high ethical standards for Amer-
ican businesses. Unethical business prac-
tices by corporate leaders amount to theft 
and fraud. These practices are unaccept-
able, and we are fighting them with active 
prosecutions and tough enforcement by the 
SEC. We will defend the rights and inter-
ests of every American worker and share-
holder, and we will not accept anything 
less than complete honesty. 

The House and Senate have both passed 
strong corporate accountability bills that 
toughen penalties and provide transparency 
and hold corporate executives accountable 

The President. May God bless you all. 
May God bless you, and God bless Amer-
ica. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:18 p.m. at 
Division Hill. In his remarks, he referred to 
Brig. Gen. Keith M. Huber, USA, assistant 
division commander operations, and Sgt. 
Maj. Kenneth C. Lopez, USA, 10th Moun-
tain Division; Maj. Gen. Franklin L. ‘‘Buster’’ 
Hagenbeck, USA, commander, 10th Moun-
tain Division and Fort Drum; Gen. Larry R. 
Ellis, USA, commanding general, U.S. Army 
Forces Command; Col. John J. Kelly, USA, 
commander, U.S. Army Garrison, Fort 
Drum; and Lt. Gov. Mary O. Donohue of 
New York. An audience member referred to 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

for their behavior. I am confident that the 
differences between the House and Senate 
approaches can be bridged. Some in Con-
gress have predicted that it will take 2 
months for the House and Senate to send 
a bill to my desk. There is no good reason 
for the legislative process to take that long. 
I call again on Congress to pass a bill be-
fore the August recess. It’s time to act deci-
sively to bring a new era of integrity to 
American business. 

We must also increase economic security 
for American workers through expanded 
trade. For over a year now, the United 
States Congress has debated trade pro-
motion authority. This week I met with 
Members of the House and Senate to urge 
them to resolve their differences and ap-
prove a bill. If Congress waits, less markets 
will be open to American goods, and less 
jobs will be created for American workers. 

To promote our economic security, we 
also need to act on a terrorism insurance 
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bill. Until Congress sends a bill to my desk, 
some buildings will not be able to get cov-
erage against terrorist attacks, and many 
new buildings will not be built at all. Com-
mercial development is stalling, and work-
ers are missing out on these jobs. This year 
alone, the lack of terrorism insurance has 
killed or delayed more than $8 billion in 
commercial property financing. Congress 
should pass a terrorism insurance bill with-
out unnecessary measures that increase friv-
olous litigation. 

Finally, we must promote economic se-
curity by enforcing fiscal restraint. Congress 
must control its enormous appetite for ex-
cessive spending so we can meet our na-
tional priorities and return to a budget sur-
plus without undermining our economy. 
Unless Congress controls its spending, we 
will face a decade of deficits. I will insist 
on and, if necessary, I will enforce dis-
cipline in Federal spending. 

This is a crucial moment for the Amer-
ican economy. The economic fundamentals 
are strong. Inflation and interest rates are 
low. Productivity is increasing, and the 
economy is expanding, which creates more 
jobs. While the economy is growing strong-

er, confidence in our free enterprise system 
is being tested. 

Unethical business conduct that began in 
the boom of the 1990s is being uncovered. 
Investors have lost money. Some in retire-
ment have lost security. Workers have lost 
jobs, and the trust of the American people 
has been betrayed. 

As we face these economic challenges, 
my administration will do everything in its 
power to ensure business integrity and 
long-term growth. We must act quickly and 
aggressively on a variety of fronts to in-
crease the economic security of the Amer-
ican people, and I ask the Congress to join 
me in this urgent task. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:50 a.m. 
on July 19 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 
20. The transcript was made available by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on July 19 but 
was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of this 
address. 

Exchange With Reporters in Argonne, Illinois 
July 22, 2002 

Stock Market 

Q. A lot of people are losing their life 
savings in the market. What’s your advice 
to them, pull out? Stay in? Put more 
money in? 

The President. Well, I’m not a stock-
broker or a stockpicker, but I do believe 
that the fundamentals for economic growth 
are real. And I believe Congress is going 
to get a bill that will help to take some 
of the uncertainty out of the market, and 
that bill is going to put some meaningful 
reforms in place. 

And then, the investor is going to pick 
value, make decisions on value. And from 
what I hear, corporate profits are improv-
ing, which means values will be available 
for those who invest in the market. 

Secondly, I fully understand some have 
diversified into bonds. And for those who 
have, their portfolios are better than those 
who have stayed only in equity. But I’m 
an optimist. I believe the future’s going 
to be bright. 

But look, you’re talking to the wrong guy 
about what stocks to buy. 
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WorldCom 
Q. Do you believe the country will feel 

the effects of today’s WorldCom bank-
ruptcy? Does that worry you? 

The President. I think the market prob-
ably has already adjusted for that. What 
I’m worried about on the WorldCom bank-
ruptcy is the employees that work for 
WorldCom. I worry that people will lose 
work. But the market has already, I sus-
pect, has already anticipated the WorldCom 
decision. 

The key is for Congress to get a bill. 
I talked with the Speaker about it today. 
He’s optimistic that we will get a good bill. 
And I meant what I said, I’d like to see 
the bill on my desk prior to the recess. 

Department of Homeland Security 
Legislation 

Q. Mr. President, is the September 11th 
deadline for getting homeland security bill 
through, is that—some are saying—is it re-
alistic? 

The President. Well, I think they made 
great progress. I know they made great 
progress in the House. And the Senate is 
going to take it up in the next 2 weeks. 
And I believe there’s a good chance we 
can get—— 

Q. But would you rather—if it came to 
it, would you rather wait and make sure 
it was done right, or does it have to be 
done—— 

The President. Well, you’re suggesting it’s 
not being done right now in the House, 
and I’m sure those Members will—— 

Q. You never know what’s going to hap-
pen in that Senate, sir—[laughter]. 

The President. I’m sure the Speaker ap-
preciates that. But I do believe it’s going 
to be done right. We’re working closely 
with the Members. Hopefully, we can get 
it done by September the 11th. The key 
is to get it done. 

Trade Promotion Authority Legislation 
Q. Are you going to get trade promotion 

authority this week? 

The President. Well, that’s a good ques-
tion. I talked to the Speaker about that. 
I’m anxious that they come together and 
get a bill up. It’s important for our econ-
omy that we get a trade promotion author-
ity. I know the Speaker’s committed to get-
ting a bill to the floor, once the conference 
finishes its work. 

I met with the leaders of both the House 
and the Senate, both parties, and urged 
them to reconcile any differences and get 
the bill to the floor of the House before 
they go on recess. We’ll just have to see. 
When I get back to Washington, I’m going 
to check in, because our people are work-
ing that bill hard, working the corporate 
responsibility bill hard as well. 

Treasury Secretary Paul O’Neill 
Q. Mr. President, what do you say to 

the folks, the growing number of folks who 
are calling for Treasury Secretary O’Neill 
to step down? 

The President. I say he’s doing a fine 
job. And when the market goes up, I hope 
they will give him credit. If they’re going 
to hold him accountable for a market going 
down, they ought to give him credit when 
the market goes up. 

But I have all the confidence in the 
world in Secretary of the Treasury O’Neill. 
And I understand one newspaper was call-
ing for his scalp, but you know, that’s 
Washington, DC. That’s what happens in 
that town. 

Stock Market 
Q. Mr. President, in that regard, after 

such a terrible week on the stock market 
last week, what’s it going to take for inves-
tors to have the confidence to make that 
market go up again? 

The President. Value. They’re going to 
realize that there’s values in the market. 
In other words, if they buy stock, they’re 
buying value, as opposed to buying, you 
know, buying into a bubble. 

And one of the things we can do in 
Washington is get a corporate responsibility 
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bill passed, and I’m confident we will, 
which will take some of the risk out of 
the market. And the risk is that people 
won’t be held accountable for misdeeds. 

But people will be buying—buying in the 
market based upon the value. And what’s 
happening is, corporate earnings are im-
proving, so that the price/earnings ratios are 
improving. And I believe people are going 
to come back into the market. But listen, 
I’m not a stockbroker. I’m not a 
stockpicker. My attitude on Wall Street is, 
they’ll buy you or sell you, depending upon 
if it’s in their interest. 

And you know, when I was—when I 
used to watch the stocks, I was in Midland, 
Texas, somewhat skeptical about what was 
taking place on the floors of these ex-
changes. But I know—I always knew—that 
you needed to buy on value, that the price 
relative to the earnings of the company 
needed to be in line with what they consid-

ered value. And I believe the values are 
improving. I know the economics, the plat-
form for growth is in good shape. Inflation 
is low. Monetary policy is sound. Fiscal pol-
icy is sound. Productivity is up. Orders for 
durable goods are up. We’ve got the plat-
form for growth. 

When the values get there, you’ll see the 
market go back up. 

Thank you. 
What? 

2002 Election 
Q. Any concerns about the Republican 

Party here in Illinois? There’s been a lot 
of—— 

The President. No, we’re going to win 
the Governor’s race. 

NOTE: The exchange began at 10:15 a.m. 
during a tour of the Advanced Photon Source 
Lab at the Argonne National Laboratory. 

Remarks at the Argonne National Laboratory in Argonne 
July 22, 2002 

The President. Thank you all. Please have 
a seat—[laughter]—unless you don’t have 
a chair. [Laughter] Thank you all very 
much for welcoming me here. I’m honored 
to be here. I’m honored to be here with 
some of the finest Americans in our coun-
try. 

We’re in a new kind of war today. We 
face a ruthless and a resourceful enemy. 
We do. That’s the reality of the 21st cen-
tury. These people seek to acquire the most 
destructive of weapons because they hate 
freedom. They intend to spread fear and 
death around the world. To prevail in this 
war, we’re going to take the battle to the 
enemy in foreign lands. To prevail in this 
war, we’ll use our law enforcement and our 
intelligence gathering all across our country 
to prevent the American people from being 
harmed. And to prevail in this war, we will 

fight on the frontiers of knowledge and dis-
covery. 

In this new war, we will rely upon the 
genius and creativity of the American peo-
ple. And that’s why I’m here, to look in 
the eyes of those who posses the genius 
and the creativity of the American people. 
Our scientific community is serving on the 
frontlines of this war by developing new 
technologies that will make America safer. 
And as you tackle new scientific challenges, 
I want you to know, our Government will 
stand by your side to make your job easier. 
It is in our interests that we work together. 

I want to thank Spence Abraham for his 
leadership at the Department of Energy, 
and I want to thank all of you for working 
for the fine Department of Energy. I want 
to thank Tom Ridge for coming. He’s a 
man—I asked him, I said, ‘‘You know, you 
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need to serve your country.’’ He was serv-
ing as the Governor of Pennsylvania. I said, 
‘‘You’ve got a nice mansion over there.’’ 
[Laughter] ‘‘It’s heavy lifting, but we need 
you in Washington.’’ And for the good of 
the country, he came to help us spearhead 
the effort for a Department of Homeland 
Security. 

And I want to thank Dr. John 
Marburger, who is the Director of Office 
Science and Technology Policy. Dr. 
Marburger is a fine scientist who represents 
the best of American scientists in Wash-
ington, DC. 

I appreciate the Speaker of the House 
being here. He’s my friend. He’s doing a 
fine job on behalf of the citizens of Illinois 
and the United States of America, Speaker 
Denny Hastert. And I want to thank Sen-
ator Durbin and Senator Fitzgerald for 
coming as well. I know they’ve got busy 
schedules. Thank you all for being here. 
I appreciate you coming. I appreciate Judy 
Biggert, Jerry Weller, and Mark Kirk, fine 
Members of the House of Representatives 
from Illinois, being here today. I look for-
ward to giving them a lift back to Wash-
ington. [Laughter] It’s a nice way to travel. 
I think you all will like it. [Laughter] 

I want to thank the Governor, George 
Ryan, for coming. Governor, I appreciate 
your time. I want to thank the attorney 
general of Illinois, Jim Ryan, for coming 
as well. I want to thank Ray Orbach, who 
is the Director of Office and—Science at 
the Department of Energy, who led us on 
our tour. And of course I’ve got to thank 
Dr. Grunder. If everybody had a spirit like 
Dr. Grunder, the world would be an in-
credibly happy place. We’re proud of you, 
Hermann. Thank you for your service to 
the country, and thank you all very much. 

The Argonne National Laboratory is a 
cutting-edge facility. You’re on the cutting 
edge, and you’ve got a great history as well. 
It is a direct decedent of the University 
of Chicago laboratory, where in 1942 
Enrico Fermi and his colleagues achieved 
the world’s first controlled nuclear chain 

reaction. This is a place where smart peo-
ple work. [Laughter] It is the home of 
some of America’s greatest scientists, who 
continue to dazzle the world with aston-
ishing breakthroughs. 

I’ve just come back from viewing some 
demonstrations of the great work done at 
national laboratories, whether it be here or 
Los Alamos or Sandia or others. The Amer-
ican people need to know we’ve got a lot 
of brainpower working on ways to deal with 
the threats that we now face as we head 
into the 21st century. 

For example, I saw a warning and re-
sponse system that will supply first-re-
sponders with timely and life-saving infor-
mation in the event of a chemical attack 
on a subway or any other enclosed space. 
I saw a project that uses new advances 
in genetic research to identify and under-
stand biological agents that could be used 
against us. I saw computer simulations to 
help policymakers and first-responders an-
ticipate the effect of an attack of natural 
disaster and to develop life-saving plans. 
What I saw was new technologies that our 
scientists are developing to help us secure 
the homeland. America is grateful. It’s 
grateful for your work. And our Govern-
ment must be organized and focused to 
support these efforts. 

Right now there are more than 100 dif-
ferent Federal agencies that have some role 
in the homeland defense of our country. 
And despite everyone’s best intentions in 
those agencies, this inevitably leads to a 
dispersal of authority. Imagine, 100 of them 
scattered all over Washington, DC. It 
makes it hard to have accountability when 
you’ve got 100 agencies scattered around, 
and it’s a drain on critical resources. 

So I asked Congress to join me in cre-
ating a single, permanent, Cabinet-level 
Department of Homeland Security with an 
overriding and urgent mission, with this pri-
mary focus: to secure the American home-
land. There are agencies—once they’re 
under this—in this new Department will 
have other missions, no question about it. 
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But their primary mission is to recognize 
the new world in which we live. The world 
has changed, and so must our Government 
change with it, in order to allow all of 
us who have responsibility to say to the 
American people, ‘‘We’re doing everything 
we possibly can to protect innocent Amer-
ican lives.’’ This Department of Homeland 
Security will foster a new culture through-
out our Government, one that emphasizes 
cooperation and working together on behalf 
of the American people. And this Depart-
ment will have four primary tasks. 

First, it will work to control our borders. 
There needs to be much better cooperation 
amongst the agencies to make sure we 
know who is coming in the country, what 
they’re bringing in the country, why they’re 
coming in the country, and are they leaving 
when they said they’re going to leave the 
country. 

We need to work—one of the primary 
responsibilities will be to work with State 
and local authorities to respond quickly and 
effectively to emergencies. In other words, 
we need to be better coordinated with the 
brave first-time responders—that means 
police and fire and EMS teams which exist 
all across our country. We want to have 
them have the strategy necessary to re-
spond, the tools to respond effectively, and 
to be coordinated not only at the Federal 
level, the State level, and the local level. 

Thirdly, we need to merge under one 
roof the capability to identify and assess 
threats to the homeland, map those threats 
against our vulnerabilities, and address the 
vulnerabilities. So prior to September the 
11th, we had the CIA collecting informa-
tion, and we had the FBI collecting infor-
mation, and sometimes they weren’t talking 
all that much. Now they talk. Now they 
coordinate. 

When I’m there in Washington, I meet 
every morning, face to face, with the Direc-
tor of the CIA and with the head of the 
FBI. It’s a way to make sure that, at least 
at the very top levels of Government, peo-
ple are communicating, and we’re sharing 

information. We need to do that through-
out all our Government and the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. We need to 
be able to take the information—intel-
ligence gathered from around the world, 
as well as at home, and understand what 
might or might not be happening. One of 
the key tools that we need to use effectively 
against the coldblooded killers who we’re 
trying to chase down is the capacity of our 
Nation to collect and analyze information. 

And finally, we need our scientists to de-
velop the kinds of technologies I saw today. 
We need to have an effective strategy of 
mating up our brainpower with the prob-
lems we face, so as to stay on the cutting 
edge of technological change necessary to 
protect the homeland. 

And this last point is an incredibly impor-
tant point, and that’s why I’ve come to 
this laboratory to make the point. [Laugh-
ter] It’s a perfect place to make the point. 
We will harness our science and our tech-
nology in a way to protect the American 
people. We will consolidate most federally 
funded homeland security research and de-
velopment to avoid duplication and to make 
sure all the efforts are focused. 

You see, we need to learn to set prior-
ities in our Government. And the number 
one priority is to protect America from at-
tack, because we’re at war. The Depart-
ment of Homeland Security will work to 
create a long-term plan. And once you have 
the long-term plan with the goal of secur-
ing the homeland, then we can set funding 
priorities. We give our scientists the re-
sources they require, and that’s important 
for you to know—resources necessary to 
counter the chemical and the biological and 
the radiological and nuclear threats that our 
Nation faces. And these threats are real. 
And therefore, we need to stay focused, 
not only to make sure resources are spent 
but that critical research continues, because 
you all know better than anybody, when 
we research and we set priorities, this great 
Nation can achieve any objective. 
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We’re making progress. We are making 
progress in Washington. I appreciate so 
very much the House select committee get-
ting a bill out, and it’s going to get to 
the floor. And the Speaker was telling me 
today that it looks like they may get a vote 
this week, and the Senate is working hard 
on it. Both Republicans and Democrats are 
working hard to reconcile any differences 
that may be had. It’s important for people 
to understand, particularly in Washington, 
this Department of Homeland Security is 
not a good Republican idea; it’s not a good 
Democrat idea; it’s simply an American 
idea. And they need to get their work done. 

And as they do so, the new Secretary 
of Homeland Security must have the free-
dom and the flexibility to be able to get 
the right people in the right job at the 
right time, so we can hold people account-
able in Washington. We need the freedom 
to manage. We don’t need to be microman-
aged. And that’s sometimes what happens 
in Washington, DC. The new Secretary 
needs the ability to move money and re-
sources quickly, to respond to true threats. 

I understand why that may not happen 
sometimes in Washington, and it’s because, 
for example, appropriators may not want 
the executive branch to have the capacity 
to make decisions necessary to make the 
Homeland Department work effectively. 
But we’re in new times in America, and 
that requires new thinking. And Congress 
must give us the flexibility necessary to 
make the right decisions to achieve our 
goal, which is to protect the American peo-
ple. 

As well, this new Department must have 
every tool it needs to secure the homeland. 
This new agency should include all of the 
departments which protect our border—all 
of the departments, not just some, but all 
of the departments. That includes the Coast 
Guard, the Customs Service, the INS—INS 
inspectors, Border Patrol, and customs 
agents must report to the same boss and 
work together for the same goals. And this 
new Department needs to be able to re-

spond effectively to any attack that might 
come, so it must house FEMA in its en-
tirety. 

What I’m telling you is, I understand 
that these changes won’t be easy for some 
in Congress, but for the sake of the security 
of the American people, Congress needs 
to give up some of its turf and recognize 
turf is not nearly as important as security 
for the people—security for the American 
people. We’re in new times, folks. We’re 
in a different world. We face an unprece-
dented threat, and we cannot respond with 
business as usual. 

But I want you to know something, how 
I feel, and what I know. I know that the 
best way to secure the homeland is to hunt 
these coldblooded killers down one by one 
and bring them to justice, and that’s what 
we’re going to do. And it’s going to take 
awhile. It’s going to take awhile. Unlike 
past wars, where you could see platoons 
and battalions moving here, or airplane for-
mations moving there, we’re chasing down 
these people who are willing to hide in 
a cave and send youngsters to their death. 
That’s the kind of people we’re facing. 

You know, these people hate—they hate 
America because we love freedom. They 
hate the fact that—as I look out, I mean, 
I can see people who worship an Almighty 
and some who don’t, who worship an Al-
mighty one way and others another way. 
They hate that. They can’t stand a society 
which honors freedom, freedom to worship, 
freedom to speak, freedom to express our 
opinions. That’s what they hate, and they’re 
going to hate us for a long time because 
those are the values we’ll never relinquish 
in America. 

We believe in tolerance in America. 
That’s what we believe in. We respect the 
other person. We always don’t agree, but 
we respect, and we tolerate. And we be-
lieve everybody ought to have access to the 
great American experience, regardless of 
how they’re raised or where they’re from. 
That’s what we believe. 
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And anytime anybody who tries to get 
us because of those beliefs—they’re going 
to find something out about America. I 
don’t know what was going through the 
minds of the enemy when they were plot-
ting and planning. I don’t know who they 
thought they were attacking. They must 
have thought this country was so material-
istic, so self-absorbed that we would sit 
back and, you know, after the attacks, 
maybe file a lawsuit or two. [Laughter] 
That’s not the America I know. And that’s 
not the America you’re a part of. 

Listen, when people come after us, we’re 
plenty tough. We’re a compassionate na-
tion. And so we’re on the hunt. You just 
need to know we’re after them, one by 
one—one by one. And so long as I’m the 
President of this country, we’re going to 
chase them down, one by one, to make 
sure the American homeland is secure. 

And we’re making progress. As I said 
in a speech in front of about 10,000 of 
our troops and their families in Fort Drum, 
New York, last Friday: We’ve hauled in 
thousands—that means captured—[laugh-
ter]—and another couple of thousand 
weren’t quite as lucky. We’re making 
progress. Sometimes it’s not quite as dra-
matic as, you know, the newscasters would 
like, because—they learned their lesson, by 
the way. They understand if they bunch 
up, if they get together, our military is 
going to find them. And it’s not going to 
be a pleasant day when our military does 
find them, because we’re good. I’m really 
proud of the United States military and 
those who serve. 

And I’m proud of you all too. That’s real-
ly what I’m here to tell you. I’m proud 
of you. We’re depending on you to develop 
the tools we need to lift the dark threat 
of terrorism for our Nation and, for that 
matter, the world. All of us here today, 
whether we’re scientists or engineers or 
elected officials, share in a great calling. 
It’s an honor to participate in a noble cause 
that’s larger than ourselves. 

Audience member. God bless America. 
The President. It’s an honor to defend 

this Nation. It’s a high honor to be called 
into action and to defend our Nation when 
it’s threatened, and that’s what you’re 
doing. It’s an honor to help protect the 
American people against the forces of evil. 

History has called each of us to defend 
America. That’s what’s happened. History 
has called us into action in a time of great 
peril. The struggles against nazism and 
communism helped to define the 20th cen-
tury. The war on terror will be the defining 
conflict of the 21st century. It’s our solemn 
duty, it’s our responsibility, and it’s our 
great privilege to help America prevail in 
this war. And prevail we will. 

May God bless you all. May God bless 
your work, and may God bless America. 
Thank you very much. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:33 a.m. in 
a courtyard behind the Advanced Photon 
Source Building. In his remarks, he referred 
to Hermann A. Grunder, director, Argonne 
National Laboratory. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on Continued Operations of 
United States Forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
July 22, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) deployment of combat-equipped U.S. 
In my report to the Congress of January Armed Forces to Bosnia and Herzegovina 

21, 2002, I provided information on the and other states in the region in order to 
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participate in and support the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization (NATO)-led Sta-
bilization Force (SFOR). The SFOR began 
its mission and assumed authority from the 
NATO-led Implementation Force on De-
cember 20, 1996. I am providing this sup-
plemental report, prepared by my Adminis-
tration and consistent with the War Powers 
Resolution (Public Law 93–148), to help 
ensure that the Congress is kept fully in-
formed on continued U.S. contributions in 
support of peacekeeping efforts in the 
former Yugoslavia. 

The U.N. Security Council authorized 
Member States to continue SFOR for a 
period of 12 months in U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 1423 of July 12, 2002. 
The mission of SFOR is to provide a fo-
cused military presence in order to deter 
hostilities, stabilize and consolidate the 
peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina, con-
tribute to a secure environment, and pro-
vide, within its means and capabilities, se-
lective support to key areas and key civil 
implementation organizations. 

Initially, the United States vetoed the 
U.N. Security Council Resolution author-
izing Member States to continue SFOR for 
a period of 12 months because it did not 
provide protection for U.S. forces partici-
pating in SFOR from the purported juris-
diction of the International Criminal Court 
(ICC). In U.N. Security Council Resolution 
1422, the Security Council requested that 
the ICC not commence any investigation 
or prosecution in any case arising from acts 
or omissions relating to a U.N. established 
or authorized operation that involve current 
or former officials or personnel from a con-
tributing state not a Party to the Rome 
Statute for a period of 12 months starting 
July 1, 2002; this resolution has the effect 
of prohibiting the ICC from commencing 
any investigation or prosecution of U.S. 
forces in SFOR for a period of 1 year. 
The Security Council further declared its 
intention to renew this resolution on an 
annual basis. In light of these protections 
for U.S. forces and personnel, the United 

States voted in favor of U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 1423. 

The U.S. force contribution to SFOR in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina is approximately 
2,400 personnel. United States personnel 
comprise just under 15 percent of the total 
SFOR force of approximately 15,800 per-
sonnel. During the first half of 2002, 18 
NATO nations and 17 others, including 
Russia, provided military personnel or other 
support to SFOR. Most U.S. forces in Bos-
nia and Herzegovina are assigned to Multi-
national Division, North, headquartered in 
the city of Tuzla. Additionally, U.S. military 
personnel are deployed to other countries 
in the region in support of SFOR. These 
deployments include approximately 60 U.S. 
military personnel deployed to Hungary 
and Croatia to provide logistical and other 
support. The U.S. forces continue to sup-
port SFOR efforts to apprehend persons 
indicted for war crimes. In the last 6 
months, U.S. forces have not sustained any 
combat-related fatalities. 

I have directed the participation of U.S. 
Armed Forces in these operations pursuant 
to my constitutional authority to conduct 
U.S. foreign relations and as Commander 
in Chief and Chief Executive. 

I am providing this report as part of my 
efforts to keep the Congress fully informed 
about developments in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and other states in the region. 
I will continue to consult closely with the 
Congress regarding our efforts to foster 
peace and stability in the former Yugo-
slavia. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Robert C. Byrd, President 
pro tempore of the Senate. 
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Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the National 
Emergency With Respect to Sierra Leone and Liberia 
July 22, 2002 

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c), I am providing herewith 
a 6-month periodic report prepared by my 
Administration on the national emergency 

with respect to Sierra Leone and Liberia 
that was declared in Executive Order 13194 
of January 18, 2001, and expanded in scope 
in Executive Order 13213 of May 22, 2001. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
July 22, 2002. 

Remarks on the Adoption Public Service Announcement Campaign 
July 23, 2002 

The President. Thank you, Laura. Laura 
loves children a lot, and I’m really proud 
to call her wife. And she’s doing a fine 
job as our First Lady, and I’m proud of 
the job she’s doing. 

Here’s what I love about adoption: It 
reveals the good heart of America. That’s 
what adoption does. Extending the wel-
come of family to a vulnerable child is a 
great commitment, but it’s an extraordinary 
act of love. Adoptive families and foster 
families deserve our Nation’s thanks and 
our Nation’s recognition. So, thanks. 

Every year, American families adopt tens 
of thousands of children. Many of these 
children come from America’s foster care 
system. Yet, there are many more in that 
system whose deepest desire is to become 
a member of a family. Today I’m proud 
to announce some steps that will make 
adoption easier and a more common part 
of our life in America. 

But first, I want to thank Laura, and 
I want to thank Congresswoman Anne 
Northup, an adoptive mom, for being here, 
State of Kentucky. And I appreciate Ben 
Cardin from Maryland being here as well. 
Thank you both for coming. I want to 
thank my Assistant to the President for 

Economic Policy, Larry Lindsey, for being 
here. Larry’s an adoptive dad. Thank you 
for coming, Larry. I’m glad my sister-in-
law Margaret is here, and Marshall. Thank 
you both for coming. 

I appreciate so very much Bruce Willis 
in his role in this, what you’re about to 
see. It’s awfully generous and kind of a 
person who is a busy person to say, ‘‘What 
can I do to help? How can I lend my 
fame to make America a better place?’’ And 
we appreciate that spirit of giving. 

I also want to recognize the fact that 
his daughters are with us today, Rumer and 
Scout and Tallulah. I want to welcome you 
all. Tallulah—actually, Tallulah Belle— 
[laughter]—followed her dad’s example of 
serving something greater than self in life. 
She wrote me a letter informing me that 
she and her Girl Scout troop had raised 
36—money to buy 36,000 boxes of Girl 
Scout cookies to send to the children of 
Afghanistan. And that is—[applause]. And 
we want to thank Demi Moore for coming 
as well. Welcome to the White House, the 
mom of the three girls. 

I appreciate so very much and want to 
welcome the families created through adop-
tion who are with us today. It is our great 
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privilege to welcome you to the people’s 
house, and we hope you enjoy your stay 
as much as we are enjoying our stay. It’s 
a beautiful place. [Laughter] And it’s a 
great place to welcome some of our— 
America’s heroes, people who are making 
a huge difference in the lives of our fellow 
citizens. 

I also appreciate the Department of 
Health and Human Services Children’s Bu-
reau for their good work. I want to thank 
you all very much for helping to promote 
this noble cause. 

Common sense and social science lead 
to the same conclusion: Children thrive in 
secure, loving, and stable homes. Providing 
that kind of home through adoption can 
be a long and a time-consuming process. 
I understand that. Adopting a child can add 
to the normal challenges of one’s daily life. 
I fully understand that as well. Yet, adop-
tion changes a single life forever, and it 
brings countless blessings to the lives of 
parents. 

Mitch Pearlstein and his wife, Diane, live 
in Minneapolis. They couldn’t be with us 
today, but I want to share with you some 
of his—their quick story—their story in a 
quick way. They adopted their daughter, 
Nicole, when she was 5 years old. Nicole 
was born to a mom who used crack cocaine 
during her pregnancy and a dad who was 
a drug dealer. Nicole lived in more than 
a dozen foster care and emergency place-
ment homes before she was adopted by 
Mitch and Diane. Here’s what Mitch says: 
‘‘Adopting Nicole was the most difficult 
thing we’ve done in our lives, period. And 
adopting Nicole was the best thing we’ve 
done in our lives, period.’’ I bet some peo-
ple here understand what they were saying. 

As I mentioned, my brother Marvin and 
Margaret have two children who are adopt-
ed, and many members of my administra-
tion do as well. My Secretary of Commerce 
and great friend from Midland, Texas, Don 
Evans, adopted a little boy. And Larry and 
his wife have adopted children—three chil-
dren. And many here have adopted. Adop-

tive parents have a special calling, and you 
deserve our gratitude. 

There are many children in America, 
toddlers, teens, brothers and sisters who 
need to stay together, and children from 
every background. They urgently need love 
and permanent homes. Finding that home 
may determine a more hopeful course for 
their entire life. Right now there are about 
130,000 children in our Nation’s foster care 
system waiting to be adopted—130,000 pre-
cious lives hoping to find a permanent 
home. Good foster care is essential. Yet, 
children hunger for the stability of a per-
manent home, and every child deserves to 
be a part of a permanent, loving family. 
That’s our hope. 

Promoting adoption is an issue where all 
Americans of both political parties can 
agree. It’s one of those issues—it’s not a 
partisan issue. And for those of us who 
support the dignity of every human life, 
we have a responsibility to encourage hope-
ful lives for children who are born. 

Earlier this year, I signed into law the 
Promoting Safe and Stable Families Act, 
which supports adoption and post-adoptive 
services to place children with loving fami-
lies. It helps ease a child’s transition into 
a new family. It helps ensure that families 
stay strong and intact. It also provides for 
educational and training vouchers to chil-
dren adopted after the age of 16, as well 
as older foster youth. 

The tax relief bill I signed into law last 
year eases the financial burden on families 
that adopt children. It doubled the max-
imum adoption tax credit up to $10,000 
for adoption-related expenses. And parents 
who adopt children with special needs will 
automatically get the full credit once the 
adoption is finalized. 

These are practical ways to help. We’re 
using the Tax Code to help, providing Fed-
eral dollars to help. We’ve eased the bur-
dens on adoption, but now we must en-
courage more Americans to choose adop-
tion. And that’s what we’re here to talk 
about today. 
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And so, today I’m pleased to announce 
the first Federal adoption web site. It’s 
called AdoptUSKids.org. In its first year of 
operation, the web site will feature pictures 
and profiles of more than 6,500 children 
who are available for adoption as well as 
maintain a database of prospective adoptive 
parents who have been approved by the 
States. 

AdoptUSKids.org will help overcome ge-
ographic barriers to adoption and shorten 
the time a child may have to wait in foster 
care. And that’s important. In addition, the 
site is a great resource for families who 
have already adopted. I urge parents across 
America to visit this site and, as they visit 
the site, examine their hearts to find a 
place in their home for a waiting child. 

Today I’m also unveiling a new public 
service announcement campaign to pro-
mote adoption. This PSA urges families to 
consider adopting children in foster care. 
It features the new web site I mentioned 
and provides a toll-free number that fami-
lies can call to receive useful information 
on how to adopt. The PSA will raise public 
awareness, and our hope is that they will 
make a difference in the lives of a lot of 
children. 

I’m pleased to tell you that the PSA will 
feature two distinguished Americans. I 
hand-picked them myself—[laughter]— 
well, not exactly. But Laura and Bruce 
Willis have agreed to serve in the PSA. 

We all know Bruce is a tough guy on 
the—in the movies. Truth of the matter 
is, he has a tender heart. He has a tender 
heart for children. And I’m thrilled he’s 
our new national spokesman for Children 
in Foster Care. It’s my honor to welcome 
to the podium Bruce Willis. 

[At this point, actor Bruce Willis, spokes-
man for Children in Foster Care, made 
brief remarks.] 

The President. Thank you, Bruce. Now 
we’re going to watch the PSA, I believe. 

Mr. Willis. Yes. I’m pleased to announce 
this new adoption public service announce-
ment. 

[The public service announcement featuring 
Bruce Willis and Laura Bush was shown.] 

The President. Looks like one of those 
Oscar-winning performances to me. 
[Laughter] Anyway, thank you both for 
doing this. I think it’s going to make a 
big difference. I do. I want to thank you 
all for coming again. 

You know, we live in a great country. 
It’s a country full of really loving and de-
cent people, and there’s no doubt in my 
mind, when people hear the call, they will 
respond to the needs of a lot of our chil-
dren, just like parents have here today. 
Laura and I had the honor of greeting 
some adoptive parents to the White House 
today, and we want to thank you all for 
coming. 

May God bless your work, and may God 
bless America. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:33 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to his brother Marvin 
Bush and his wife, Margaret, and their 
daughter, Marshall; actress Demi Moore; 
and Susan Lindsey, wife of Larry Lindsey. 
The transcript released by the Office of the 
Press Secretary also included the remarks of 
Bruce Willis. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks. 
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Remarks Following a Meeting With Congressional Leaders 
July 24, 2002 

Legislative Agenda 
The President. Today I’ve had the honor 

of talking to Members of the United States 
Congress—these good folks happen to be 
Democrats—about how to leave behind a 
legacy of a more secure America. We’re 
talking about an incredibly important piece 
of legislation that will be voted on this Fri-
day. It’s a legislation to create a Depart-
ment of Homeland Security; it’s really a 
piece of legislation to make America a safer 
place. 

And I want to thank the leaders who 
are here for their willingness to put par-
tisanship aside and focus on what’s best 
for the American people. I believe we’re 
going to get a good bill on Friday out of 
the House. I ask the Senate to vote on 
the bill before they go home for their Au-
gust vacation. 

Secondly, we’re making progress on a 
piece of legislation which will enable us 

Statement on Northern Ireland 
July 24, 2002 

I strongly support Prime Minister Tony 
Blair’s statement in the House of Commons 
today. The United States joins with his 
Government and the Government of Ire-
land in holding paramilitary groups in 
Northern Ireland accountable when there 
is clear, convincing evidence of their use 
of violence or preparations for it. 

The United States strongly backs the 
Good Friday agreement as the blueprint 
for peace and prosperity in Northern Ire-
land. Since its signing 4 years ago, the 
agreement has brought significant gains to 
the people of Northern Ireland, and it is 
a beacon of hope for people everywhere 
seeking to overcome histories of violence, 

to say that we passed laws to help protect 
investors, 401(k) stockholders, from cor-
porate fraud. This Government—this Gov-
ernment will investigate, will arrest, and 
will prosecute corporate executives who 
break the law. And the Justice Department 
took action today. 

And finally, I am hopeful that after a 
lot of work, we can get a trade bill up 
on the floor of the House and the floor 
of the Senate before they go home for Au-
gust as well. This is an important part of 
a legislative package necessary to help cre-
ate jobs and keep the economy going. 

Today was a day of action and a day 
of accomplishment in Washington, DC. 
And I want to thank the Members for that. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:55 p.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. 

terror, and sectarian strife. It is the respon-
sibility of all parties, including those associ-
ated with paramilitaries and those who are 
not, to work together to uphold the agree-
ment and its institutions. 

I condemn the recent violence that has 
marred the lives of the people of Northern 
Ireland, and I commend those political and 
civic leaders who have worked to stop it. 
Paramilitaries must end their violent activi-
ties, cease all preparations for them, and 
recognize the political process as the only 
valid vehicle for change. Those who cling 
to the violent ways of the past cannot be 
allowed to derail Northern Ireland’s 
progress towards a more peaceful future. 
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Remarks at High Point University in High Point, North Carolina 
July 25, 2002 

Thanks for that warm welcome, and 
thanks for coming out today. I want to 
thank you all for fighting through the rain. 
It’s part of my drought relief program. 
[Laughter] I do want to thank you all for 
coming. I want to thank all your fellow 
citizens for lining the road and being so 
gracious in their hospitality. I love coming 
to North Carolina. It’s a fabulous State, 
full of fabulous people. I’m honored to be 
here. 

And I’m glad my friend Tommy 
Thompson came with me. He was the Gov-
ernor of the State of Wisconsin, and then 
I convinced him to come to Washington 
to head up the Department of Health and 
Human Services. I did so because I under-
stand he knows health issues; he knows 
welfare issues; he knows a good system 
when he sees one and a system that needs 
to be reformed when he sees one. And 
I’m glad Tommy came to Washington. He’s 
doing a heck of a job on behalf of the 
American people, and I want to thank you, 
Tommy. 

I want to thank Richard Budd and all 
the folks here at High Point University for 
giving me a chance to come and discuss 
some important issues that face our Nation. 
It’s a beautiful campus. The gymnasium 
could use a little air-conditioning. [Laugh-
ter] We’ll try to keep the hot air down 
to a minimum. [Laughter] But we’re 
thrilled to be here on this fine campus. 

I also want to thank Jeff Miller of the 
High Point Regional Health System for— 
[applause]. We just had a fantastic and very 
interesting discussion about problems that 
affect patients, patients in North Carolina, 
health care patients in Nevada, problems 
that affect our docs. And I want to talk 
about some of that in a minute. But we 
just had a great discussion. I want to thank 
all the doctors and my fellow Americans 
who were there to share with me their 

stories, some of which I will share with 
you in a minute. 

I appreciate Don Palmisano, who is the 
head of the—president-elect of the Amer-
ican Medical Association out of New Orle-
ans, Louisiana, who flew in for this event. 
I want to thank you for being here, Don, 
and I want to thank you for your support 
on the initiative which I’m fixing to talk 
about. 

I also want to thank the mayors of some 
of the communities here. We’ve got the 
mayor of High Point, the mayor of Greens-
boro, and the mayor of Thomasville. I ap-
preciate all three mayors coming. I want 
to thank my friend Elizabeth Dole for com-
ing over today to say hello. I appreciate 
you being here, Elizabeth. 

I want to thank members of the North 
Carolina health and medical community, all 
you who worry about your fellow Americans 
and who work hard to provide good, quality 
health care. Thank you for coming here 
today. 

Every time I come to a community, I 
like to herald some of the heroes of the 
community. And today, when I landed in 
Air Force One, there to greet me was a 
citizen named Jane Lambert. She’s a—she’s 
been volunteering here in this community 
for 50 years. She has been working hard 
to make people’s lives better. It didn’t re-
quire a Government law saying, ‘‘Jane, you 
will help people in need.’’ It required a 
good heart. 

Jane has worked with Girl Scouts. She’s 
worked through her church to bring meals 
to people who need food. She is the kind 
of person I call a soldier in the army of 
compassion. The truth of the matter is, the 
reason I like to introduce the Jane Lam-
berts of the world is because the great 
strength of America lies in the hearts and 
souls of our fellow citizens who love—[ap-
plause]. So I want to thank Jane. I think 
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Jane is here. Where are you, Jane? Thank 
you for coming. Thank you for your work. 
Thank you for setting such a fine example, 
50 years of service. 

You know, I believe out of the evil done 
to America is going to come some good. 
And part of the good is for people to un-
derstand that serving something greater 
than yourself in life is a part of being a 
complete American. And Jane shows us 
what that means. 

The security of our country is on the 
minds of a lot of our citizens. I want to 
talk a little bit about the security of Amer-
ica. It first starts with the homeland secu-
rity. You hear a lot of talk about the Presi-
dent working with the Congress to set up 
the Department of Homeland Security, and 
we are. We’re working hard on that. I just 
want to make sure that Congress under-
stands that when we do create this Depart-
ment, I’ve got to have the ability to manage 
the Department in a way to make the 
homeland more secure. I readily concede 
I didn’t run for office saying, ‘‘Vote for 
me. I promise to make Government big-
ger.’’ So I’m not interested in something 
big; I’m interested in something that works. 

The number one priority of our Govern-
ment is to protect the American people. 
We live in a new era. We’re under the 
threat of coldblooded killers who hate 
America and hate our freedom. So our top 
priority, in all levels of government, has 
got to be to protect America. That’s what 
we’ve got to do. I see some of our first-
responders here, our police and EMS and 
firefighters. I want to thank you for the 
work you do. 

We’ve got work to do in Washington. 
You just need to know that we’ve got a 
lot of good people, people who work for 
all levels of government, working overtime, 
working hard, to chase down any kind of 
lead that we get, any kind of hint. And 
we’re following up on it. Protecting our 
homeland is our most important priority. 
But the best way to protect the homeland 
is to hunt the killers down one by one 

and bring them to justice, and that’s what 
this Government is going to do. 

And I know this great State houses a 
lot of our military. And on behalf of a 
grateful nation, I say thanks to those who 
wear our uniform and to those who support 
those who wear our uniform. 

And you need to know we’re making 
pretty good progress. It’s a different kind 
of war. It’s hard to measure the results 
of this war based upon the old way of 
thinking. It used to be you could see tanks 
moving across a plain, and if the tanks 
made it to destination A, it was successful. 
This isn’t the kind of war we’re under. 
We’re facing international criminals who 
hide in caves, send youngsters to their 
death, and think they can escape the long 
arm of justice of America. But they’re not 
going to. No matter how long it takes— 
no matter how long it takes—this country 
will prevail. 

And the reason why is, we love freedom. 
We love the values our country stands for. 
Anybody who wants to take our freedoms 
away is going to find a determined and 
tough and patient nation. 

Secondly, a lot of people in this country 
are worried about the economy. They’re 
worried about their job. I want you to know 
that I believe the economy is fundamentally 
strong. Our economy is growing. Inflation 
is low. We’ve got lower taxes, which help 
people keep their own money. And when 
you have your own money, it means you’ve 
got more money to spend. And when you 
spend that money for a good and service, 
it means somebody is going to provide a 
good or service for you. And as they pro-
vide a good or service, it means somebody 
is more likely to be able to find work. 

We’ve got—the fundamentals for eco-
nomic growth are strong. Employment is 
stabilizing. It looks like I’m going to have 
a bill on my desk very soon which will 
bring reforms to our corporate sector, 
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which will mean that there will be account-
ability for chief executive officers and ac-
countability for those who count the num-
bers, to make sure that our investors and 
employees across America feel confident in 
what they’re being told from corporate 
America. It’s a good piece of legislation. 
I look forward to signing it. In the mean-
time, you need to know that this adminis-
tration will investigate, will haul in, and 
will prosecute any CEO which breaks the 
law. 

The foundation for growth is there. But 
one of the things I think we understand 
is that without health security, there’s no 
economic security. If we’re not confident 
about our health care system, we won’t be 
confident about the future of the country. 

And we’ve got a problem. Right now, 
rising health care costs are undermining the 
availability of health care, of medical care, 
not only here in North Carolina but 
throughout our country. And the rising 
costs are forcing too many people to go 
without, and that’s not right. That is a prob-
lem, and we need to address it soon rather 
than late. 

As Tommy just told us, the report he 
put out from the Department of Health 
and Human Services shows that our badly 
broken medical liability system is respon-
sible for higher costs for patients, for lower 
quality of care, and for decreased access. 
And I worry about it. I worry about it in 
big-town America, and I worry about it for 
small-town America. 

I don’t appreciate the fact that we see 
a health care system that is broken and 
riddled with bad—bad law, and we’re not 
moving. And so one of the reasons I’ve 
come to North Carolina today is to lay 
down what I think we need to get done 
and call upon the Congress to act as quick-
ly as possible to help us solve these prob-
lems. We’re working hard to give more and 
more Americans access to quality care, and 
here are some of the initiatives. 

America’s seniors need an improved 
Medicare system which includes prescrip-

tion drug benefits and a system which 
trusts our seniors to make the right decision 
for themselves. Medicare has worked in the 
past. Today, it is outmoded; it is antiquated. 
It is a great idea that needs to be modern-
ized, and we’re making progress. The 
House passed a bill. The Senate is squab-
bling about one right now. I think they 
can get something done. I hope I can re-
port to the American people that we’ve fi-
nally begun to modernize Medicare to in-
clude prescription drug benefits for all sen-
iors. 

Secondly, we need to allow small-busi-
ness owners to pool insurance risk across 
jurisdictional boundaries. A restaurant in 
Raleigh, North Carolina, ought to be al-
lowed to pool the risk with a restaurant 
in Crawford, Texas, so that the small-busi-
ness owner and his or her employees can 
have affordable health care insurance. 

We need personal health accounts to let 
workers pay smaller monthly premiums and 
save money for their medical costs. In other 
words, we’ve got to trust patients; we’ve 
got to trust the American people with their 
own money, to make their own decisions 
that best suit them for medical care. 

And too many Americans are uninsured; 
I understand that. And that’s why I called 
upon Congress to enact tax credits to en-
able the uninsured to buy the health care 
coverage they need and, at the same time, 
to expand what we call community health 
centers to provide quality care for low-in-
come Americans. You see, we’ve got to 
make sure, for the efficiency of the system, 
that those poor folks who do not have 
health care get health care, but not in the 
emergency rooms all across America. The 
most efficient way to provide health care 
is in community health centers. 

We’re also, as you well know, getting a 
lot of health coverage to low-income Amer-
icans through Medicaid and uninsured chil-
dren through Children’s Health Insurance 
Programs. 

And we’re working hard to make sure 
health care is available, quality health care 
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is accessible. Yet, any progress being made 
is being undermined, dramatically under-
mined by rising health care costs. And one 
of the main reasons that costs are rising 
is a broken liability system. And that’s what 
I want to talk about today, what we ought 
to do about it. 

First, too many lawsuits filed against 
American doctors are being filed that have 
no merit. Too many lawsuits filed against 
our doctors have no merit. But since it 
costs so much for doctors to defend them-
selves, they often settle cases, even though 
they have not committed a medical error. 
And the unpredictability of our liability sys-
tem means that even frivolous cases, even 
what we call junk lawsuits, carry the risk 
of enormous verdicts. In either case, health 
care costs rise for all of us, and you just 
need to know that. 

Another cost driver is that the fear of 
even baseless lawsuits causes good doctors 
to order excessive tests and procedures and 
treatments. It’s called defensive medicine. 
If you think you’re going to get sued, you 
do everything you possibly can to prevent 
the trial lawyer from coming after you. Un-
fortunately, that costs patients a lot of 
money. Health care costs are up because 
docs are worried about getting sued and, 
therefore, oftentimes prescribe unnecessary 
and costly treatments. 

Even when legitimate cases go to trial, 
the current system often doesn’t serve the 
patient. Legal procedures are slow. It takes 
a long time. They can be very wasteful. 
And sometimes the lawyers take up to 40 
percent of the verdict—40 percent. And 
while patients injured by a doctor’s mal-
practice deserve fair compensation, there 
are too many cases of grossly excessive jury 
awards. And you know what I’m talking 
about. You hear them all the time these 
days, massive numbers laid out there. The 
thing that Americans have got to under-
stand is, every one of us pay for those 
awards. Those excessive jury awards cost 
us all money, and it’s part of why rising— 

why there’s rising costs in the health care 
system. 

Some insurers are now dropping medical 
liability coverage for doctors. Because of 
the system, insurers no longer insure docs. 
And they’re hiking premiums as well. In 
your State of North Carolina, as well as 
eight other States, at least two companies 
raised liability insurance premiums more 
than 30 percent this year. You pay; you 
pay either as a patient, or you pay as a 
taxpayer. Higher and higher—because the 
reason you pay as a taxpayer is because 
your Government is paying a lot of health 
care bills. 

Higher and higher insurance premiums 
make it nearly impossible for a lot of doc-
tors to practice medicine, and if docs don’t 
practice medicine, it’s hard to have good 
health care. Without insurance, they cannot 
afford to treat patients. Without insurance, 
the trust between doctor and their patients 
becomes a broken trust. 

Today, I mentioned, I had a discussion 
with some of the medical care providers 
and patients. There was a doctor here from 
Nevada. I don’t know if you’ve been read-
ing about what’s taking place in Nevada, 
but they’ve got a real problem. As a matter 
of fact, an entire trauma center shut down 
because of medical malpractice. The fel-
low’s name is Dr. Shelby Wilbourn, ob-
gyn in Las Vegas. He had never been sued. 
He had never had a claim filed against 
him. Yet this year’s insurance premium 
went from $33,000 to $108,000. The system 
needs to be fixed. 

This poor fellow who had borrowed 
money to get out of medical school faced 
a choice. Does he want to run up a bunch 
of debt because somebody has threatened 
a lawsuit on him, or does he want to con-
tinue to practice his love, which is helping 
people, healing people? And so this month, 
he’s closing his practice in Nevada, and he’s 
moving to Maine, because the costs of 
doing business are about a quarter of what 
they were in Nevada. The trial lawyers, suit 
after suit after suit, have driven this good 
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man out of Nevada. But more significantly, 
there are hundreds of patients who will 
miss his care. 

Jill and Chet Barnes are with us. Jill is 
a student teacher, and her husband is a 
fireman. Actually, the fireman is not here; 
Jill is here. They live near Las Vegas, where 
her doctor left his practice in the State 
of Nevada because of high malpractice in-
surance rates. She’s 8 weeks pregnant. She 
talks about the inability to find a doc. 
That’s got to be really frightening for a 
young mom, not to be able to find a doctor 
with whom she can consult. She said that 
she found one doctor, but there’s a limit 
to the number of deliveries this doctor can 
agree to take because of skyrocketing med-
ical malpractice premiums. She now is driv-
ing to Arizona for an hour and a half— 
she’s a teacher, and she’s driving to Arizona 
to get her prenatal care. And she’s worried. 
The medical system is hurting because of 
a lot of lawsuits driving up the cost of busi-
ness. It’s also making it hard for a lot of 
Americans to find quality care. 

Laurie Peel had trouble finding a doc 
when she moved to Raleigh, because a lot 
of the practices were full. Then she ran 
into Dr. Schmitt. He’s a nice fellow, OB/ 
GYN. He agreed to take her on as a pa-
tient. They got a wonderful relationship. 
He helped her a lot. He decided recently 
to go to Virginia, because of the high liabil-
ity premiums here in North Carolina. He 
said, ‘‘It’s no longer fun to practice medi-
cine here.’’ Not just here, it’s no longer 
fun to practice medicine when there’s a 
constant threat of a lawsuit hanging over 
your head. Laurie has to find a new doctor 
she can trust. Laurie’s looking for a doc 
right now—yet another compelling, real-life 
story about what’s taking place all across 
the country. 

Fear of lawsuits is awful—also stifling in-
novation and the improvement of health 
care, which means sometimes patients 
aren’t getting the best care possible. Here’s 
why: If a hospital and a doctor share infor-
mation about how they can serve their pa-

tients better, under the current systems, 
lawyers can use those discussions and that 
information to file lawsuits. If you sit down 
to decide how best to improve the practice, 
that becomes a piece of evidence in a law-
suit. And therefore, a lot of good folks, 
like the good folks at High Point Regional 
Health System, think long and hard about 
making changes. 

I met with Paula Szypko today. She’s a 
fine doctor. They’ve been warned, anytime 
they write anything down about improving 
the health care in this town, it can be given 
to lawyers who are fishing for lawsuits. And 
that’s not right; it’s just not right. The sys-
tem is broken. It puts a burden on tax-
payers, and we need to do something about 
it. 

People say, ‘‘Well, is it a Federal respon-
sibility? Should the Federal Government 
act on this problem?’’ And the answer is 
yes, and I tell you one clear reason why, 
besides my deep concern for our fellow 
citizens and whether or not they can find 
health care. The Federal Government uses 
taxpayers’ money to fund health care pro-
grams, Medicare, Medicaid, children’s 
health care, veterans’ health care, military 
health care. And anytime a frivolous lawsuit 
drives up the cost of health care, it affects 
the taxpayers. It is a Federal issue. 

It is estimated that frivolous lawsuits 
drive up the cost of Government health 
programs by over $25 billion every year. 
It’s a national problem that requires a na-
tional solution. And it is my honor to come 
here today to describe what I think that 
solution is. The Federal Government ought 
to set a minimum Federal standard to re-
form the medical liability system. That’s 
what we ought to do. 

We must, of course, protect any injured 
patient’s right to a fair trial and fair com-
pensation, including full compensation for 
economic damages. Anybody who goes into 
court and wins their case ought to get full 
economic damages. At the same time, we 
must prevent excessive awards that drive 
up costs, encourage frivolous lawsuits, and 
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promote drawn-out legal proceedings. And 
that is why we need a reasonable Federal 
limit on noneconomic damages awarded in 
medical liability lawsuits, and the reason-
able limit, in my judgment, ought to be 
$250,000. 

And we need a cap or a reasonable limit 
on what they call punitive damages. Doc-
tors ought not—ought to be judged based 
upon clear misconduct. And our Federal 
Government ought to put a cap on punitive 
damages as well. 

And finally, it’s important to understand 
that in many cases, the current system 
forces doctors to pay damages for harm 
they do not cause. And therefore, we need 
what was called joint and several liability 
reform in Washington, DC, as well. 

And finally, this law ought to include the 
ability for doctors to evaluate and hospitals 
to evaluate their practices so they can im-
prove care without having the discussions 
discoverable for lawsuits. I mean, what 
we’ve got to focus on in America—what 
we’ve got to focus on is what’s best for 
the patients. And what’s best for patients 
is affordable health care. 

We can get this job done. In California, 
when they had a problem with their med-
ical malpractice insurance premiums, they 
put a law in place, and it worked. This 
is a reasonable law. This says that what 
we want is quality health care, not rich 
trial lawyers. What we want is people to 
feel comfortable with their system. People 
who are injured ought to be able to take 
their case to court, no question about it. 
But we’ve got to understand that frivolous 
lawsuits clog our courts and deny people 
with legitimate claims. 

Doctors who practice bad medicine 
ought to be held accountable, no question 
about it. It’s important for the system that 
they be held accountable. But what we 
need is a system that doesn’t drive people 
out of medicine and doesn’t hurt patients. 
And the Federal Government needs to act, 
and the Congress needs to get a bill to 
me before they go home next—this late 

fall, a bill that will protect the American 
patients from medical malpractice. 

I believe that when we pass this law, 
the system will be much better, and people 
will feel more secure. And that’s what I’m 
interested in. I want the homeland to be 
secure. I want our fellow citizens to feel 
economically secure. I want the health care 
systems to continue to be the best in the 
world. 

You know, I like to remind my fellow 
citizens of this: When the enemy hit us, 
they thought they were—they must have 
thought they were hitting a weak nation. 
Speaking about lawsuits, they probably 
thought all we would do was file a lawsuit. 
[Laughter] They didn’t understand Amer-
ica, did they? They didn’t understand, when 
it comes to defending freedom, we’re plen-
ty tough. But what they didn’t also under-
stand is that out of this evil done to our 
country, we believe can come some good. 

See, one of the interesting things that’s 
happening in this country is that people 
understand that to be a patriotic citizen 
no longer means putting your hand over 
your heart—and by the way, saying, ‘‘one 
Nation, under God.’’ [Applause] Thank you. 
But being a patriot means you’re willing 
to help a neighbor in need, to serve some-
thing greater than yourself in life. That’s 
what a patriot is. 

You know, I was out at the airplane 
today, and I met the dad of a young boy 
and girl whose wife, Sandy, was on Flight 
93. And Phil was there, and I appreciate 
him being there. And it just reminded me, 
seeing Phil Bradshaw, that the country un-
derstands that when you serve something 
greater than yourself in life, it’s a part of 
being a great citizen. Obviously, these citi-
zens made the ultimate sacrifice of personal 
responsibility, taking an airplane into the 
ground to save somebody’s life. But I be-
lieve that out of the evil done to America 
is going to come some incredible good, as 
people realize that serving something great-
er than yourself in life is a noble calling, 
an important part of being an American. 
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So today, as I want to thank you again 
for coming, I hope that if you see some-
body in need, you’ll help them. If you find 
a child that can’t read, help them read. 
If you know a shut-in who needs somebody 
to love them, tell him you love him. If 
you’re a mom or a dad, love your children 
with all your heart and all your soul. It’s 
a—this country has got problems, but we’re 
going to solve them, because we’re the 
greatest country on the face of the Earth. 

Thanks for coming. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3 p.m. in the 
James H. and Jesse E. Millis Athletic/Con-

vocation Center. In his remarks, he referred 
to Richard Budd, board of trustees chairman, 
High Point University; Jeff Miller, president, 
High Point Regional Health Systems; Mayor 
Arnold J. Koonce, Jr., of High Point; Mayor 
Keith A. Holliday of Greensboro, NC; Mayor 
Hubert M. Leonard of Thomasville, NC; sen-
atorial candidate Elizabeth Dole; John W. 
Schmitt, M.D., faculty member, Department 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology, University of 
Virginia; and Phil Bradshaw, whose wife, 
Sandy, was a flight attendant on United Air-
lines Flight 93 that crashed in Shanksville, 
PA, on September 11, 2001. 

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Corporate Accountability 
Legislation 
July 25, 2002 

I commend the House of Representatives 
for its overwhelming bipartisan passage of 
reforms to hold corporate America account-
able. This legislation will protect investors, 
crack down on fraud and wrongdoing, and 
provide tough oversight of the accounting 
industry. Leaders in Congress heeded the 

call to put the interests of investors and 
employees first. I look forward to prompt 
action by the Senate so that I can sign 
this important legislation into law. 

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 3763, 
the ‘‘Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002.’’ 

Statement on Senate Action on Corporate Accountability Legislation 
July 25, 2002 

Today’s passage by Congress of corporate 
accounting reforms is a victory for Amer-
ica’s shareholders and employees. House 
and Senate passage of this legislation dem-
onstrates what can happen when leaders 
work together to solve problems. I look for-
ward to signing these important reforms 
into law. In February I also proposed tough 

changes to reform employee pension pro-
grams, and the House quickly responded. 
I urge the Senate to act before they recess 
to protect the savings of America’s workers. 

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 3763, 
the ‘‘Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002.’’ 
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Remarks at a Dinner for Senatorial Candidate Elizabeth Dole in 
Greensboro, North Carolina 
July 25, 2002 

Well, thank you very much, ‘‘Senator.’’ 
[Laughter] I want to thank you all for com-
ing. I’m here for this reason: It is important 
for North Carolina, it is important for our 
country that Elizabeth Dole become the 
next United States Senator from North 
Carolina. And I want to thank you all for 
helping. And there’s no doubt in my mind, 
with your help and her hard work, she’s 
going to win. 

She married well. [Laughter] But Bob 
got the better end of the deal—[laugh-
ter]—just like I did when I married. 
[Laughter] I’m sorry that Laura isn’t here 
tonight. She is—but she sends her love to 
Elizabeth and her thanks to you all. I’m 
really proud of Laura. She is, in my 
unobjective judgment, a great First Lady, 
no question a great wife. She’s a great wife. 
She’s come a long way from being a public 
school librarian in Texas—[laughter]—one 
who, frankly, didn’t like politics too much 
and didn’t really care for politicians either. 
[Laughter] But here she is, the First Lady 
of the greatest country on the face of the 
Earth, and she’s doing a great job, and 
she sends her best. 

I know you all will join me in wishing 
Jesse Helms all the best, and he needs 
to get back to Washington. We need his 
vote—[laughter]—and he will be. And I ap-
preciate so very much Lauch Faircloth for 
being here and former Senator Jim Broyhill 
as well. Thank you both for coming, and 
thank you for your service. 

I want to thank all the folks who are 
involved with the Republican Party of the 
great State of North Carolina. I want to 
thank Bill Cobey and Linda Shaw, and I 
want to thank all the grassroots workers 
who are here. You know, you win a cam-
paign if you can get people to show up 
to lick the envelopes and to make the 
phone calls and to hold the signs and to 

turn out the vote. The grassroots are ex-
cited here in North Carolina because 
they’ve got a candidate who is an exciting 
candidate and somebody who is going to 
make a big difference. So I want to thank 
you all for what you’ve done and what you 
got to do between now and November. I 
want to thank Fred Blackman for being 
the master of ceremonies of this event. I 
want to thank all the sponsors and the 
cohosts and the people that have done an 
extraordinary job of supporting Elizabeth 
Dole. Thank you for having me. 

She is a—she’s got a lot of great experi-
ence, and that matters in my judgment. 
You know, the thing I love about Elizabeth 
is she’s constantly breaking what they call 
the glass ceiling. She shows what is pos-
sible. And that’s important, particularly for 
a lot of young women looking for a role 
model, somebody who has done a—[ap-
plause]—a person of accomplishment. In 
Washington, we’ve got a lot of good talkers, 
but we need doers, people who can get 
the job done. And Elizabeth Dole is that 
kind of person. 

She is not only a trailblazer; she is a— 
she’s got a deep, abiding passion for people 
from all walks of life. Her compassion is 
real, and it’s heartfelt. When Elizabeth goes 
walking down the streets of smalltown 
North Carolina, for example—and I under-
stand she’s doing a lot of that—she doesn’t 
ask somebody when they shake their hand, 
‘‘Are you a Republican? Are you a Demo-
crat?’’ She looks them in the eye as a fellow 
American, wanting to represent all the peo-
ple of this good State in Washington, DC. 
No, the people in North Carolina, when 
you find a good one like Elizabeth, you 
need to send her up there to represent 
your State and your country. And I’m con-
fident you will. 
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Elizabeth and I understand the impor-
tance of agriculture to North Carolina and 
America. I had the honor of speaking to 
some FFA leaders today in Washington be-
fore I came up here. I reminded them 
that agriculture is not only important for 
our economy; it’s important for our national 
interest. Imagine if we didn’t have enough 
food to eat; we’d be in a bind. And it’s 
important to always keep agriculture in the 
forefront of economic policy. But it’s also 
important to remember that on our farms 
and ranches, we find good old-fashioned 
American values. 

I know the people here are hurting be-
cause of the drought. I tried to do my 
part today with some rain. [Laughter] But 
it wasn’t enough, so this week Ann 
Veneman has approved a request for Fed-
eral drought relief. I approved it for 73 
counties. It’s emergency assistance to pay 
living expenses and production costs and 
help refinance debt for the hard-struggling 
farmers here in your State. We also opened 
up a—[applause] 

That’s the kind of Senator you want, 
somebody who is a practical person, who 
is able to deal with the problems that con-
front the people of this good State. And 
we talked about drought relief, and I as-
sured her we were sincere in our attempts 
to help the farmers through this difficult 
period. 

Today I also had the honor of going out 
to High Point to talk about an important 
issue, and that’s health care. Elizabeth and 
I talked about that. She and I are on the 
same wavelength. We want people to have 
health care that is affordable, and we want 
people to have a good relationship with 
their doctor. And one of the problems we 
face all across America is that we’ve got 
too many lawsuits, too many people suing 
our docs and hospitals, too many junk law-
suits that are causing our doctors to have 
to practice what they call defensive medi-
cine for fear of getting sued, which then 
runs the cost of health care up on the 
citizens. 

People say, ‘‘Well, is this a Federal 
issue?’’ Of course, it’s a Federal issue. The 
frivolous lawsuits that are filed all across 
the country cost the Federal Government 
over $25 billion a year. That’s $25 billion 
of your dollars. See, we pay Medicare, and 
we pay Medicaid, and we pay for the vet-
erans, and we pay for our military. And 
all these junk lawsuits are running up the 
cost of medicine, which hurts our patients. 
And so, therefore, it’s time for the Federal 
Government to act. 

Today I proposed Federal tort reform 
for medical malpractice, and I asked the 
Congress to join me. That’s the kind of 
item I need Elizabeth’s help on in Wash-
ington, DC. We’ve got a lot on our—we’ve 
got a lot on our plate up there. And it’s 
going to be good to have a good, steady 
Senator there. 

We need freedom for our taxpayers— 
real freedom. We passed a tax relief plan, 
but because the Senate has got arcane 
rules, the tax relief goes away at some point 
in time. And that’s not right. In order to 
plan, we need the tax relief permanent. 
In order to get rid of the awful death tax, 
we need to make sure that it is repealed 
permanently. We need a voice in the Sen-
ate who understands that. 

We need to make sure that we free 
Americans from dependency upon Govern-
ment, so when we reauthorize welfare, we 
insist upon work, and we provide help to 
people so they can find work. We need 
a Medicare plan that is modern. You know, 
Medicare is a great idea, except that it’s 
antiquated. It was made for another time. 
It’s time to reform Medicare so seniors 
have got prescription drugs and more op-
tions from which they can choose. It is 
time the Federal Government trusts the 
American people. 

You know else why I need Elizabeth 
Dole? I want my judges to get a fair hear-
ing. I picked—I’ve nominated good people 
to serve on the bench, good, qualified, dis-
tinguished Americans, like Terry Boyle. I 
put his name out there 14 months ago, 
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and he can’t get a hearing. I nominated 
a fabulous woman from Texas named Pris-
cilla Owen, a great jurist ranked at the 
highest rating by the ABA, ran twice state-
wide in Texas and won. And yet, when 
you listen to the rhetoric up there, it’s all 
politics in Washington, DC. They’re not 
willing to give these judges their fair shake 
and a fair due. It’s time to get the Senate 
in the hands of people who will approve 
the good jurists I send, so we can have 
a Federal bench that will not legislate— 
from which it will not be—will not legislate 
from but will strictly interpret the Constitu-
tion of the United States of America. 

Our economy is getting stronger. The 
foundations for growth are there. Inflation’s 
low; we’ve got good monetary policy, got 
good tax policy; the productivity of the 
American worker is up. And today, thank-
fully, the Senate and the House passed cor-
porate legislation which will insist upon 
holding people accountable for being hon-
est with the American people, honest about 
their assets, honest about their liabilities. 
And I want to assure you what took place 
yesterday will continue to take place. This 
administration will investigate, will arrest, 
and will prosecute chief executive officers 
who break the law. 

Elizabeth knows what I know—is that 
this country is still in danger of attack. 
We’re fighting an enemy who is incredibly 
ruthless. They don’t value human life like 
we value human life. They hate freedom. 
They cannot stand the thought that in our 
great country, we worship an Almighty God 
freely, that we respect all religions in 
America, that we’re not ashamed of our 
religious beliefs and our tolerance. They 
can’t stand the thought that we have an 
open debate in our society. They don’t like 
the free press. They don’t like anything we 
stand for because we believe in freedom, 
and therefore, they still have designs on 
attacking America. And we will do every-
thing we can to protect our homeland. It 
is, by far, the most important job I have. 

We’re making pretty good progress. A 
while ago I proposed the creation of the 
Department of Homeland Security. I want 
to tell you right quick why I did. There 
are over 100 agencies in Washington, DC, 
that have got some part of the—of pro-
tecting the homeland. They’re scattered ev-
erywhere. They’re all over the place. In 
order to make sure that the number one 
priority of the primary agencies involved 
with homeland security is the protection 
of the American people, they ought to be 
under one boss. We ought to put those 
agencies under one Cabinet position. It’s 
important to do so for reasons of account-
ability, but it’s also important to do so to 
make sure we change cultures in Wash-
ington, DC. 

And we’re making some progress. This 
is not a Republican idea, by the way, or 
a Democrat idea; this is an important idea 
for all of America. And as the Congress 
debates the issue, it is so important for 
them to give me the ability to manage this 
Department, so I can come before the 
American people and say, ‘‘We’ve got the 
tools necessary to protect the homeland.’’ 

You need to know that there is a lot 
of really fine Federal Government employ-
ees working a lot of hours to protect you; 
they really are. We can just do it a better 
way and a better job. We’re running down 
every hint. We’re running down every lead. 
If we get a sniff from something abroad, 
the information is now shared on a timely 
basis with our FBI, for example. And we’re 
just—we’re on full—full alert. We’re chas-
ing everything down. We’re spending a lot 
of time on the subject. 

But the best way to secure the home-
land, the best way to defend our freedom, 
the best way to make sure America is as 
safe as possible, is to hunt these killers 
down one by one and bring them to justice. 
And that is exactly what the United States 
and our friends are going to do. 

It’s a different kind of war. We’re facing 
people who hide. You know, they don’t 
have armies and tanks and equipment. It 
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doesn’t take much for them to strike. 
They—as I like to tell people, these are 
the ones that hide in a cave and send 
youngsters to their death. They hijack a 
great religion and then tell kids to go kill 
themselves. That’s the way they are. And 
they’re still out there. A lot of them were 
trained in these Al Qaida camps. But we’re 
making good progress. You just need to 
know, we’ve got over a couple of thousand 
of them captured. And just about that many 
weren’t quite as lucky. 

And it’s not just us. We’ve put together 
a vast coalition of countries that understand 
the stakes; they understand that this is a 
defining moment in the 21st century. The 
doctrine that says, if you harbor a terrorist, 
feed a terrorist, or hide a terrorist, you’re 
just as guilty as the terrorists—it still holds. 
And so does the doctrine, either you’re 
with the United States and those of us who 
love freedom, or you’re not with the United 
States and those of us who love freedom. 

Our first action was to rout the Taliban. 
They harbored terrorists; they fed terrorists; 
and they were treated just like the terror-
ists. And thanks to the mighty United 
States military, we routed the Taliban. 

I want the youngsters here to understand 
that your country did not go into Afghani-
stan as conquerors. We went in as lib-
erators, and we freed people from the 
clutches of one of the most barbaric re-
gimes in the history of mankind. For the 
first time, thanks to the United States and 
our friends and allies, young girls get to 
go to school in Afghanistan. We’re working 
with the interim—with the Government of 
Chairman Karzai. We’re helping to feed the 
people. We’re helping to provide infrastruc-
ture. We’re doing everything we can to en-
able this country, this war-ravaged country, 
to develop into a hopeful place. 

But in the meantime, there are still Al 
Qaida people in the country. And so you’ll 
see—sometimes you’ll see and sometimes 
you won’t see the fact that our military 
is still hunting them down. When we figure 
out they are somewhere, that’s where we’re 

going to be. One time, they tried to group 
up in the Shahi-Kot Mountains. That’s the 
last time they made that decision. [Laugh-
ter] 

The other thing we’re doing is we’re de-
nying them sanctuary. See, once you get 
them on the run, then they’re looking for 
safe haven. So our strategy is to remind 
other nations that we don’t want them to 
have safe haven. The other day, the Phil-
ippine Government went after this group 
called Abu Sayyaf * and got their leader. 
This was the group of people that killed 
Mr. Burnham out of Kansas. I met his— 
by the way, I met his wife in the Oval 
Office, Gracia Burnham. You talk about a 
fabulous woman, who believes deeply in 
the Lord. Her heart is right. She is strong. 
She told me—she said, ‘‘Mr. President, I 
appreciate the fact that you and the Gov-
ernment, and the Government of the Phil-
ippines did everything you can to rescue 
us.’’ I told her, I said, ‘‘You just need to 
know, because of our working with the 
Philippine Government, there’s one less 
terrorist available to kill somebody.’’ 

We’re making progress. We’re making it 
clear that if you try to provide sanctuary 
for these people, you’ll be dealing with the 
United States of America. This is a pledge 
I have made not only to those who have 
lost life on September the 11th and others, 
but it’s a pledge I make to our children 
and grandchildren. We owe it to future 
generations to be tough and resolved and 
dedicated to protecting our freedom, no 
matter what the cost. 

And that means dealing with nations 
which harbor and develop weapons of mass 
destruction. We must not, for the sake of 
the future, and we cannot allow the world’s 
worst leaders to threaten America or our 
friends and allies with the world’s worst 
weapons. I’m a patient man. I intend to 
use all the tools at our disposal. But for 
the sake of freedom, for the sake of what’s 
right, for the sake of a—for the sake of 

* White House correction. 
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history, we’re not going to let the world’s 
worst leaders threaten America with the 
world’s worst weapons. 

I’m incredibly proud of our country. It’s 
a great country, because we’re great people. 
You know, I just cannot imagine what the 
killers were thinking. They were sitting 
around in some cave, probably, saying, 
‘‘You know, if we attack them, they won’t 
do anything. You know, they may file a 
lawsuit.’’ [Laughter] ‘‘They’ll just sit back. 
They’re so materialistic and so self-ab-
sorbed and so selfish, they’re not—they’re 
not going to defend anything.’’ 

What they didn’t realize is they were at-
tacking a great nation. What they didn’t 
realize is that we’re people who will defend 
our freedom at all costs. But as importantly, 
out of the evil done to America is going 
to come some incredible good. I believe 
that when our country—[applause]—I be-
lieve that as we remain tough and resolved 
and lead a coalition that understands the 
true threats we face in the 21st century, 
we can achieve peace. 

And my goal is peace. I want there to 
be peace in the world. I know there are 
going to be some tough moments. There 
are going to be some high hurdles to cross. 
But my vision is one that says the world 
can be peaceful. I believe that. And I be-
lieve by routing out the terrorists, we can 
achieve peace. We can achieve peace for 
our country; we can achieve peace for our 
friends and allies; we can achieve peace 
in places like the Middle East or in South 
Asia as well. 

And at home, we can accomplish a lot. 
See, out of the evil done to America is 
coming good, because people are taking an 
assessment of what’s important in life. 
They’ve stepped back after September the 
11th and taken kind of an assessment of 
their personal balance sheet, and realize it’s 
not just dollars and cents, that life is not 
just money, that in order to be a complete 
person, life is serving something greater 
than yourself. And that’s what’s happening 
in America. 

That’s why I feel so strongly that we 
must have what I call a Faith-Based Initia-
tive. Because I understand in America, in 
spite of our wealth, there are pockets of 
despair and hopelessness, addiction and 
loneliness, but these are Americans we’re 
talking about. In our country, when one 
hurts, all of us have got to hurt in America, 
as far as I’m concerned. And therefore, the 
good that can come out of the evil will 
be when Americans put their arm around 
somebody in need and say, ‘‘I love you, 
brother,’’ or when they mentor a child, or 
when moms and dads renew their effort 
to be as great a parent as they can possibly 
be. You see, if you’re lucky enough to be 
a mom or a dad, your most important job 
is to love your child with all your heart 
and all your soul. 

It’s happening in America, all across this 
land. People from all political parties, from 
all walks of life, are saying, ‘‘What can I 
do to make America a better place? How 
can I serve something greater than myself 
in life?’’ 

One of the reasons I first got into politics 
is because I was worried about a culture 
which had clearly said, ‘‘If it feels good, 
go ahead and do it,’’ and ‘‘If you’ve got 
a problem, blame somebody else.’’ I wanted 
to help be a part of a change of a culture 
which says, ‘‘We’re all responsible for the 
decisions we make in life, that we all have 
responsibilities, that serving something 
greater than yourself is a part of being an 
American.’’ 

Perhaps that lesson came home most viv-
idly to me, and I’m sure to you, about 
what took place on Flight 93. I happen 
to think it’s a defining moment for the cul-
ture of our country. People flying across 
this country realized that a plane was going 
to be used as a weapon, perhaps a weapon 
on the White House or on the Capitol. 
They were on their cell phones with their 
loved ones; they said, ‘‘I love you.’’ They 
said a prayer. One guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll,’’ 
and they took the plane in the ground, 
to serve something greater than themselves. 
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This country—out of the evil done to 
this country is coming incredible good, an 
understanding that to be an American 
means to love your neighbor like you’d like 
to be loved yourself. When the enemy hit 
us, they didn’t know who they were hitting. 
They hit the greatest nation on the face 
of the Earth. 

It’s my honor to be here with you to-
night. May God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6 p.m. in the 
Grandville Ballroom at the Grandover Resort 
and Conference Center. In his remarks, he 
referred to former Senators Bob Dole and 
Lauch Faircloth; Bill Cobey, chairman, and 
Linda O. Shaw, national committeewoman, 
North Carolina Republican Party; and Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai of the Transitional Au-
thority of Afghanistan. 

Remarks on Proposed Legislation To Establish the Department of 
Homeland Security 
July 26, 2002 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
Welcome to the White House. Good morn-
ing. 

Audience members. Good morning. 
The President. I appreciate so very much 

being joined here by firefighters and police 
officers and emergency personnel, public 
officials at the local level, the State level— 
I know we’ve got some Governors here. 
And I want to thank you all for coming. 

We’re on the cusp of doing something 
right for America. And I appreciate the 
members of my Cabinet who are here. I 
want to thank the Secretary of Defense, 
the Attorney General, the Secretary of 
Transportation, the head of the Office of 
National Drug Policy. I appreciate Kay 
James being here. I want to thank Tom 
Ridge for his hard work. 

But most importantly, I want to thank 
the Members of Congress who got up pret-
ty early after not much sleep—[laughter]— 
for your hard work and your care for our 
country. I see Senator Lieberman, who is 
really working hard in the Senate to cobble 
together a homeland security bill that will 
work. I appreciate Senator Nickles being 
here as well; Senator Bennett from Utah. 
Thank you all for coming. 

I really want to thank Chris Shays and 
Jim Gibbons for coming, and Mac 

Thornberry as well—the three fine Repub-
lican Members, along with Steve 
LaTourette. But I also want to thank Ellen 
Tauscher from the State of California. She’s 
been working really hard to make this bill 
a bipartisan bill, where the American peo-
ple can see both Republicans and Demo-
crats working together to do what’s right 
for the country. I really want to thank you 
all for coming. 

I also want to thank the heads of agen-
cies who are here. Jim Loy, who’s the 
Under Secretary for Transportation, Chief 
Operating Officer of the Transportation Se-
curity Agency—served our country nobly as 
the—running the Coast Guard and has now 
put on another uniform called a coat and 
tie. [Laughter] 

I want to thank Tom Collins, who does 
head the Coast Guard, Robert Bonner, who 
runs the Customs. I want to thank Jim 
Ziglar for running the INS. I appreciate 
again my Governor friends, Rowland, King, 
and Patton for coming up today. And I 
also want to thank my Mayor, Anthony Wil-
liams, the Mayor of Washington, DC. 

I want to acknowledge Mike Carona of 
Orange County, California, who’s with us, 
the sheriff. Where are you, Mike? There 
you are, Mike, looking right at you. I ap-
preciate you coming. He represents the 
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local officials, what we call in Texas the 
high sheriffs. He’s the fellow who recently 
apprehended the killer of Samantha 
Runnion there in California. I want to con-
gratulate you for your good work, helping 
make your community as safe as possible. 

America, we’re in our 10th month on 
the war on terror. And we’ve got a great 
deal to show for our efforts. We’re making 
progress. And that’s important for the 
American people to know. Our country 
continues to lead a mighty coalition of civ-
ilized nations, all joined in facing a com-
mon threat to humanity. 

This is the first war of the 21st century, 
and we’re making progress. We and our 
allies have uncovered terrorist cells all 
across the world. We’re disrupting plots. 
We’re doing a pretty good job of seizing 
their assets and cutting off their money. 
And we’ve got them on the run. See, these 
are international killers. That’s all they are. 
And we’re getting them on the run. So 
far we’ve captured over 2,000 of the terror-
ists, and just about that many weren’t quite 
as lucky. But there’s still a lot of them 
out there. 

And what you need to know as leaders 
in your communities is that no matter how 
long it takes, we’re going to run them down 
one by one and bring them to justice. And 
we do so not only to defend freedom and 
civilization, itself; we do so to protect the 
American people, which is our highest call-
ing. 

We defeat the threat abroad, and we’re 
doing a pretty good job here at home as 
well. Congress has passed new laws to help. 
Congress has already acted to help our law 
enforcement agencies investigate and pros-
ecute terrorists. Congress responded quick-
ly after September the 11th in a fashion 
that made me proud, and I know that made 
the American people proud. 

We’ve strengthened our aviation security 
and tightened our borders. We’ve stock-
piled medicines to defend against bioter-
rorism. We’ve developed new technologies 
to help first-responders identify and react 

to attacks. We’ve dramatically improved in-
formation-sharing amongst our intelligence 
agencies. Governor Tom Ridge has pro-
duced the first comprehensive plan in our 
Nation’s history to protect America from 
terrorist attack. It’s a good piece of work, 
and I appreciate you and your staff, Tom, 
for working hard on it. 

We’re taking urgent measures against 
clear vulnerabilities, and now we must also 
prepare our Government and our people 
for the long-term vigilance that the new 
threats will require. I say ‘‘long-term’’ be-
cause this is a determined enemy we face. 
This isn’t just a one-battle war. This is a 
war that will occupy not only our time, 
but will occupy the time of future Presi-
dents and future Members of the United 
States Congress and future agency heads. 
The number one priority of this Govern-
ment and the future Governments will be 
to protect the American people against ter-
rorist attack. 

And so, therefore, I believe it’s impor-
tant, we must create a Department of 
Homeland Security to prepare America for 
the permanent duty—for the permanent 
duty—of defending the homeland. And 
these Members here today agree with me. 
We need this Department for one main 
reason: America needs a group of dedicated 
professionals who wake up each morning 
with the overriding duty of protecting the 
American people. 

The agencies in this Department will 
have other duties—no question about it— 
but no higher responsibility. Protecting 
American citizens from harm is the first 
priority, and it must be the ruling priority 
of all of our Government. 

The Department of Homeland Security 
will have four primary tasks. It will control 
our borders and prevent terrorists and 
weapons from entering our country. The 
way I like to put it is, we need to know 
who’s coming in and why they’re coming 
in and what they’re bringing in with them, 
and whether or not they’re leaving when 
they say they’re going to leave. 
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Secondly, the new Department will work 
with our incredibly brave and dedicated 
first-responders, many of—the representa-
tives of whom are on the stage with me 
today. We need to be able to respond 
quickly and effectively to emergencies. We 
need good cooperation between the Fed-
eral Government, the State governments, 
and the local governments. 

We bring the best scientists together to 
develop technologies that will detect bio-
logical, chemical, and nuclear weapons, and 
to discover drugs and treatments to protect 
our citizens. We need to harness the great 
genius of the American people to make 
sure that it’s focused on the true threat 
of the 21st century. 

And for the first time, this new Depart-
ment will merge under one roof the capa-
bility to identify and assess threats to the 
homeland, to map those threats against 
vulnerabilities, and then to act to secure 
America. The Department of Homeland 
Security will draw on the knowledge and 
experience of every sector in America. 
We’ll work in a collaborative way with the 
people who care about America, and that’s 
the American leadership and the American 
people, at all levels of government. 

This administration is working with Con-
gress to forge a bipartisan bill, and I want 
to appreciate the members of both parties 
for coming this morning. I believe we’re 
making good progress. And of course, being 
the modest fellow that I am, I’m willing 
to recognize a good idea even if it comes 
from Congress. [Laughter] Yet, it’s impor-
tant to understand this: I’m not going to 
accept legislation that limits or weakens the 
President’s well-established authorities—au-
thorities to exempt parts of Government 
from Federal labor-management relations 
statute—when it serves our national inter-
est. 

Every President since Jimmy Carter has 
used this statutory authority, and a time 
of war is the wrong time to weaken the 
President’s ability to protect the American 
people. And as Congress debates the issue 

of how to set up this Department, I’m con-
fident they’re going to look to me to say, 
‘‘Well, is it being done right,’’ after they 
got the bill passed. And therefore, it is im-
portant that we have the managerial flexi-
bility to get the job done right. We can’t 
be—we can’t be micromanaged. We ought 
to say, ‘‘Let’s make sure authority and re-
sponsibility are aligned so they can more 
adequately protect the homeland.’’ 

Now, look, I fully understand the con-
cerns of some of the unions here in Wash-
ington. Somehow, they believe that this is 
an attempt by the administration to under-
mine the basic rights of workers. I reject 
that, as strongly as I can state it. I have 
great respect for the Federal employees. 
I travel the country as one of them, talking 
about how we need to work together to 
protect the homeland. I think of the times 
I’ve gone to Coast Guard cutters or gone 
to ports of authority or gone to our labs 
or seen our first-responders, many of whom 
happen to be a member of the union. 
Never have I said, ‘‘Show me your card.’’ 
I’ve always said, ‘‘Thanks for being a proud 
American and for working hard for the 
American people.’’ 

So the notion of flexibility will in no way 
undermine the basic rights of Federal 
workers. Workers will retain whistle-blower 
protection, collective bargaining rights, and 
protection against unlawful discrimination. 
The new Secretary must have the freedom 
to get the right people in the right job 
at the right time and to hold them account-
able. He needs the ability to move money 
and resources quickly in response to new 
threats, without all kinds of bureaucratic 
rules and obstacles. And when we face un-
precedented threats, like we’re facing, we 
cannot have business as usual. 

I am—I appreciate the work of Senator 
Lieberman. He’s working hard. I am con-
cerned, however, the way the committee 
has passed out the homeland security bill. 
The bill doesn’t have enough managerial 
flexibility, as far as I’m concerned. I look 
forward to working with the Senator and 
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the Republican Members to get the bill 
right, to make sure that when we look back 
at what we’ve done, we will have left be-
hind a legacy, a legacy that will allow future 
Senators and future Members of the House 
and a future President to say, ‘‘I can better 
protect the homeland, thanks to what was 
done in the year 2002.’’ 

It’s very interesting that Harry Truman 
took on the same task. And as I under-
stand, it was on this day 55 * years ago 
that he signed the National Security Act 
of 1947. It was an act that helped win 
the cold war by consolidating the Navy and 
the Army and the newly independent Air 
Force into what was interestingly called the 
National Military Establishment. [Laughter] 
It’s now known as the Department of De-
fense. [Laughter] 

But he thought boldly, and so did the 
Members of Congress. They recognized 
that after World War II, we were going 
to enter into a new era. And therefore they 
adjusted the sights of the Federal Govern-
ment. That’s what has happened now. His-

tory has called us into action. We’re enter-
ing a new era, and we must adjust our 
sights, and we must respond. 

And I know the Members here, and I 
know the Members on the floor that are 
working hard. And I’m confident we will 
respond in a way that will make America 
proud—America proud of our efforts to 
come together but, more importantly, 
America more secure in the knowledge that 
we’re doing everything we can to protect 
the homeland. 

Thank you all for coming. May God bless 
your work, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:44 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building. In his remarks, he 
referred to Gov. John G. Rowland of Con-
necticut; Gov. Angus S. King, Jr., of Maine; 
Gov. Paul E. Patton of Kentucky; Michael 
S. Carona, sheriff-coroner, Orange County, 
CA; and Alejandro Avila, who is accused of 
the July 16 murder of 5-year-old Samantha 
Runnion in Stanton, CA. 

Remarks on the Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act 
July 26, 2002 

Well, thank you all for coming, and wel-
come to the White House. We like to call 
this the people’s house, and we’re glad 
you’re here. Today we celebrate the anni-
versary of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, landmark legislation that opens the 
door for more than 50 million people living 
with disabilities—50 million Americans. 

For 12 years, the ADA has proven that 
when people are treated with dignity and 
respect, our entire Nation benefits. And the 
best way to celebrate the progress the ADA 
has made is to continue and build on that 
progress. 

I want to thank the Attorney General 
for coming today. I thank Elaine Chao for 
being here, Mel Martinez and Norm Mi-
neta, Tony Principi, all members of my 
Cabinet. I appreciate Senator Bob Dole 
joining us today. I missed you yesterday 
in North Carolina, but thanks for coming. 
I appreciate so very much the leaders of 
the United States Congress who are here 
today with us, Senators and Members of 
the House of Representatives. Thank you 
all for taking time from what appears to 
be a pretty hectic time to lend your support 
and commitment to this vital goal, that all 
Americans are welcomed in America. 

* White House correction. 
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I appreciate Dick Thornburg, who was 
the Attorney General when my dad was 
the President when the ADA was signed, 
and he helped very much make sure that 
it was all done in a way that would pass 
muster. I thank him for being here as well. 

I want to thank Cari Dominguez, who 
is the Chair of the Equal Employment Op-
portunity Commission, for coming; thank 
Kay James, who is the Director of Office 
of Personnel Management, for coming. 

I also want to thank Lex Frieden for 
being here as well. Lex is a representative 
of the Dart family. Justin Dart passed away 
on June 22d, 2002. He was known by many 
as the father of the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act. He had a huge impact on our 
Nation. We mourn his loss, and we thank 
Lex for being here. 

The ADA is one of the most compas-
sionate and successful civil rights laws in 
American history. It has made our schools 
and workplaces more welcoming. It has 
changed attitudes that once seemed un-
changeable. And the ADA has given oppor-
tunity to some exceptional Americans. 

Today I’m joined on stage by some ex-
ceptional Americans. They are participants 
in the National Youth Leadership Network, 
an organization sponsored by the Federal 
Government and committed to advancing 
the next generation of disability leaders. 
Through their hard work and determina-
tion, each of them embodies the true spirit 
of the ADA. 

William Le’Ron Jackson, seated right 
here to my right—oh, yeah. Let me tell 
you what he said: ‘‘In spite of all the bar-
riers I have encountered, I always hear my 
mother’s voice saying, ‘Le’Ron, keep reach-
ing up.’ And that is exactly what I plan 
to do.’’ This fall, Le’Ron is returning to 
college to continue reaching toward his goal 
of becoming a paralegal. When he’s not 
studying, he’s an active volunteer in his 
community. Le’Ron Jackson is an example 
of how the ADA changes lives. He is a 
role model for all Americans with and with-
out disabilities. Thank you for being here. 

The ADA has given greater hope and 
dignity to countless Americans. Yet, our 
work is not complete. Too many individuals 
still find it difficult to pursue an education 
or own a home or hold a job. We must 
continue to remove the artificial barriers 
to achievement that remain. 

Last year, my administration unveiled the 
New Freedom Initiative, an effort to con-
tinue on the hopeful path of the ADA. 
This initiative gives people with disabilities 
increased access to new technologies for 
independent living, greater educational op-
portunities, better access to the workplace 
and community life. 

For too many individuals with disabilities, 
inadequate transportation limits access to 
schools and churches and jobs, and this 
is one obstacle the New Freedom Initiative 
addresses. The 2003 budget I submitted 
provides $145 million for alternative trans-
portation and innovative transportation 
grants, so that people with disabilities can 
work and participate more actively in their 
communities. And I urge the Congress to 
fully fund my New Freedom Initiative 
budget requests. 

And when Americans with disabilities 
participate in their communities, they 
should not be penalized. Today, Medicare 
recipients who are considered homebound 
may lose coverage if they occasionally go 
to a baseball game—which, of course, I 
encourage them to do—[laughter]—or 
meet with a friend or go to a family re-
union. New technology is allowing even the 
most significantly disabled Americans to be 
more mobile. That’s just a fact. And they 
should not be forced to trade their benefits 
for a little freedom. So today I announce 
we’re clarifying Medicare policy, so people 
who are considered homebound can occa-
sionally take part in their communities 
without fear of losing their benefits. 

We’re also determined to help people 
like Le’Ron to their full potential, by ex-
panding educational opportunities. In both 
my budgets, I’ve asked for increases in spe-
cial education grant funding of $1 billion. 
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These are the largest increases ever pro-
posed. In addition, I created the Commis-
sion on Excellence and Special Education, 
to recommend policies to improve the edu-
cational performance of students with dis-
abilities. The Commission provided excel-
lent recommendations in its recent report. 
And I look forward to working with Con-
gress, and I hope Congress will closely ex-
amine those findings when it considers the 
reauthorization of the Individuals with Dis-
abilities Education Act. 

You know, when my father signed the 
ADA into law in 1990, he said, ‘‘We must 
not and will not rest until every man and 
woman with a dream has the means to 
achieve it.’’ Today we renew that commit-

ment, and we continue to work for an 
America where individuals are celebrated 
for their abilities, not judged by their dis-
abilities. 

Again, I want to welcome you all here. 
I want to thank those who were pioneers 
in this landmark legislation for being here 
to celebrate this anniversary. I am now 
pleased to sign a proclamation in honor 
of the 12th anniversary of the Americans 
with Disability Act. Thank you for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:47 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. The 
proclamation is listed in Appendix D at the 
end of this volume. 

Exchange With Reporters Following a Meeting With the House 
Republican Conference 
July 26, 2002 

Legislative Agenda 
Q. How are you doing, Mr. President? 
Q. Would you talk for a moment, please, 

sir? 
Q. Mr. President, what did you tell the 

conference today? 
The President. You know, it’s been an 

amazing week. A lot has gotten done here 
in the Congress, and I want to thank both 
the Republicans and Democrats. I think— 
I know the American people expect their 
elected Representatives to work together to 
get some things done, get the homeland 
security bill. We’re even going to get trade 
promotion authority, which will be good for 
jobs and American workers. We’ve got a 
corporate responsibility bill. It’s a good 
piece of legislation, overwhelmingly sup-
ported by both Republicans and Demo-
crats. 

The American people saw last week that 
this administration and the Justice Depart-
ment will track down those—prosecute 
those CEOs who break the law. We’re 

making good progress here. I want to thank 
the Members of the House; I talked to 
them about how pleased I am with the 
progress we’re making. 

Q. What about prescription drugs on the 
Senate side, sir? 

The President. Well, we’ll see what 
comes out. [Inaudible]—prescription drugs 
and Medicare. I’ve said that since I became 
the President, and we’ll see what happens. 

Right now I’m focused on the trade vote. 
We’re going to get a free trade agreement, 
which is very important for jobs and work-
ers, very important for our farmers and 
ranchers, and it’s very important for our 
economy. We’re going to get a good home-
land security bill. And as you know, we’ve 
got a good corporate responsibility in a bi-
partisan bill. 

So a lot has taken place here, and I’m 
real proud of the Members of both parties. 
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NOTE: The exchange began at 4:35 p.m. at 
the Capitol. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of this exchange. 

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Legislation To Create 
a Department of Homeland Security 
July 26, 2002 

I commend the House of Representatives 
for acting quickly to pass landmark legisla-
tion to create a Homeland Security Depart-
ment. This legislation represents the most 
extensive reorganization of the Federal 
Government since the 1940s. Our Nation 
needs a new department with the over-
riding mission of protecting the American 
people from the threats of terrorism. 

This bill includes the major components 
of my proposal—providing for intelligence 
analysis and infrastructure protection, 
strengthening our borders, improving the 
use of science and technology to counter 

The President’s Radio Address 
July 27, 2002 

Good morning. This week, the Federal 
Government took decisive action against 
corporate fraud and abuse. The Justice De-
partment arrested several executives who 
used a public company as a personal loan 
agency, while hiding their actions from in-
vestors and employees. Additional investiga-
tions coordinated by our Corporate Fraud 
Task Force are underway across the coun-
try. It should be clear to every shareholder, 
investor, and employee in America that this 
administration will investigate, arrest, and 
prosecute corporate executives who break 
the law. 

During the last several months, I’ve 
called on Congress to pass strong reforms 
to hold corporate officers accountable for 

weapons of mass destruction, and enhanc-
ing our preparedness and response capabili-
ties. 

The House bill also provides the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security managerial 
flexibility needed to build and maintain a 
department capable of responding rapidly 
to the terrorist threats of the 21st century. 

The House has shown a strong commit-
ment to improving the security of the 
American people, and I urge the Senators 
to do the same before they leave for the 
August recess. 

their actions. This week, Members of Con-
gress responded to that call. The House 
and the Senate passed bipartisan reforms, 
increasing the penalties for corporate 
wrongdoers and creating tougher standards 
for corporate auditors, so that investors and 
employees can trust the accounting state-
ments of their public companies. This legis-
lation will help reassure Americans that our 
economic system is sound and fair. I thank 
the Congress for their hard work, and I 
look forward to signing the bill next week. 

Members of the United States Senate 
have one more week before they head 
home for August recess. I urge them to 
take up several important issues. The Sen-
ate should pass trade promotion authority, 
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which will give me a stronger hand in nego-
tiating foreign trade agreements. Trade 
agreements create good jobs and economic 
growth, because they open new markets to 
America’s farmers and ranchers and manu-
facturers. I urge the Senate to get a final 
bill to my desk so I can immediately take 
action that will create jobs and strengthen 
the economy. 

The Senate should pass the defense ap-
propriations bill, which includes the largest 
increases in defense spending since the 
Reagan years. Our military needs to plan 
for a long war on terror and prepare for 
all the missions that lie ahead. The House 
passed its defense appropriations bill in 
June. Now the Senate must make the de-
fense of our country a top priority. 

The Senate should not go home before 
approving a new Department of Homeland 
Security. This Department will coordinate 
our Nation’s response to grave national 
threats, to anticipate our enemies, analyze 
our vulnerabilities, and act forcefully to ad-
dress them. And the Senate must give the 
Department of Homeland Security all of 

the authority and flexibility it needs to pro-
tect the American people. 

And the Senate should protect the retire-
ment security of American workers. In 
April, the House passed pension reforms 
based on my proposals, to give workers 
more timely information and greater con-
trol over their own retirement funds as well 
as access to professional investment advice. 
America’s retirement security is too impor-
tant to fall victim to political game playing, 
and the Senate must act now. 

By taking action on these issues, the Sen-
ate can advance our national priorities of 
defending freedom, protecting our home-
land, and strengthening our economy. The 
Senate now has one week left to make 
progress for the American people, and I 
urge them to seize the opportunity. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 2:45 p.m. 
on July 26 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 
27. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of this 
address. 

Statement on Congressional Action on Trade Promotion Authority 
Legislation 
July 27, 2002 

For nearly 10 years, America has lacked 
trade promotion authority and the ability 
to fully take advantage of trade opportuni-
ties. I commend the House and Senate 
conferees for their leadership in reaching 
a landmark agreement on TPA, which will 
open markets, expand opportunity, and cre-

ate jobs for American workers and farmers. 
The House has shown a commitment to 
getting something done on behalf of the 
American people, and I urge the Senate 
to vote on this good bill before the Senate 
goes home for the August recess. 
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Remarks at West Ashley High School in Charleston, South Carolina 
July 29, 2002 

Thank you all very much. It’s great to 
be back in Charleston. I want to thank 
you for taking time out of your day to come 
by and say hello. It’s good to be back to 
the place where my mother graduated from 
high school. She must have learned there 
that if you ever get to be a mother, make 
sure you tell your oldest son what to do 
all the time. [Laughter] I’m still listening. 

I am so honored that Tommy traveled 
down with me. You know, Tommy and I 
were fellow Governors. I knew he had a 
good record as the Governor of Wisconsin 
in helping move people from welfare to 
work. So that when I—one, I asked Tommy 
to join us as the Cabinet Secretary for the 
Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices, because I know—I know his passion 
for helping people in need, and I know 
his philosophy. And so I want to thank 
Tommy for agreeing to leave the life he 
had there in Wisconsin and moving to 
Washington, DC, and serving our Nation 
with such class and such distinction. I ap-
preciate you, Mr. Secretary. 

I want to thank some of the members 
of the mighty South Carolina congressional 
delegation who have joined us here today, 
Congressmen Brown, Wilson, Graham, and 
DeMint, who represent your State with 
such class. And I appreciate you all coming. 
And it’s good to see that my friend the 
Lieutenant Governor, Bob Peeler, is here 
with us as well. Thank you, Bob, appreciate 
you coming. 

And I want to give a special thanks to 
Bob Olson, the principal of this high 
school. I know it’s not easy to host a Presi-
dential visit. The entourages are quite large. 
But you all have done a fabulous job. It’s 
such an honor to be here in this high 
school. I want to thank you for—Bob, you 
and the teachers, all the folks who work 
here—for being involved in education. 
There’s nothing more important to make 

sure that every single child in America gets 
a quality education. 

I just had what they call a roundtable 
discussion about some of the programs that 
are taking place here in South Carolina, 
programs all aimed at helping people help 
themselves. I don’t have time to go through 
all the stories, but there are some remark-
able people that joined us today, those who 
have worked hard to get off welfare to suc-
ceed and those kind, compassionate souls 
who are helping them. And I want to thank 
the participants for coming today. I really 
appreciate our discussions. 

I also met Steve Riggs, who is a volun-
teer here in South Carolina. He came out 
to Air Force One. Steve’s job is to—as a 
volunteer is to work with the South Caro-
lina military department, which reenacts 
moments of American history. Steve be-
lieves it’s important to teach history—live 
history or history that—through people 
wearing uniforms, so they can see history 
come to life. He believes it’s important to 
teach our youngsters values that they can 
hold dear for the rest of their life. Steve 
decided to do this on his own. It didn’t 
require any Government edict or any proc-
lamation. He’s a volunteer to make South 
Carolina the best State it can be, and I’m 
honored you’re with us today, Steve. Thank 
you for coming. 

The reason I like to talk about people 
like Steve—and many of the people I met 
this morning share the same concept that 
one person can do something to help 
change America, and each of us have got 
to be a person helping to change America. 
If you want to fight evil, if you want to 
join the war on terror, do some good in 
your society. If you want to send a message 
to the evil ones who attacked us, one way 
to do so is to love your neighbor like you’d 
like to be loved yourself. And that’s what’s 
happening all across America. 
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I can’t imagine what went through the 
mind of the enemy when they attacked us. 
They must have thought America and 
Americans were shallow people, so mate-
rialistic that when it came to defending 
something we hold dear, we’d just kind of 
file a lawsuit or, you know, wring our 
hands, be afraid of our shadows. But they 
didn’t understand America, see. And they’re 
learning a pretty tough lesson about this 
country: When it comes to the defense of 
our freedom, when it comes to defending 
that which we hold dear, we’re plenty 
tough, and we’re determined, and we will 
succeed. 

Now, we’re making progress on the war 
against terror. It’s a different kind of war. 
Steve reenacts battles where there used to 
be infantries moving against infantries and 
artilleries moving against artilleries and 
flights of aircraft flying all over the—this 
is a different type of war. These folks are 
nothing but a bunch of coldblooded killers 
who—they’ll send youngsters to their death, 
and they’ll hide. And so this country, in 
order to protect America, is going to hunt 
them down one person at a time, no matter 
how long it takes, one person at a time. 

I know this is a great military town, and 
I want to thank all of you who have got 
loved ones in the United States military. 
Please pass on from their Commander in 
Chief that we’re proud. We’re proud of 
their service, and we’re proud of their sac-
rifice. 

We’re making progress on our economy. 
The foundation for growth is strong in 
America. Interest rates are low. Inflation 
is low. Monetary policy is sound. Fiscal pol-
icy is sound. Productivity is up. And tomor-
row I’m going to sign a bill that says as 
clearly as we can possibly say it out of 
Washington, DC—by the way, a bill sup-
ported by both Republicans and Demo-
crats—that if you’re a CEO and you think 
you can fudge the books in order to make 
yourself look better, we’re going to find 
you; we’re going to arrest you; and we’re 
going to hold you to account. 

And as Tommy mentioned, we’re making 
great progress on helping people help 
themselves, so they do not become depend-
ent upon Government. We’re helping peo-
ple become independent people, so they 
can realize their full human potential. 

The welfare reform is a true success 
story. Since the passage of the bill in 1996, 
welfare caseloads have dropped more than 
50 percent. It’s a remarkable achieve-
ment—50 percent fewer people on welfare. 
Today, 5.4 million fewer people live in pov-
erty than in 1996; 2.8 million fewer chil-
dren live in poverty. And that’s positive for 
America. And an incredibly vital statistic 
is, the percentage of African Americans and 
children in poverty is the lowest ever. 

The success of welfare reform is not in 
the numbers, however. The success of wel-
fare reform is not in the caseloads cut. The 
success in welfare reform is the number 
of people whose lives have been changed 
in a positive way. That’s the success. And 
we’ve got many success stories in South 
Carolina and all across the country. I’m 
sure there are some here who I haven’t 
had a chance to meet. 

Today I did meet Lushanda Bright. She 
talked about her life and her story. First 
of all, she had the toughest job in America, 
which is being a single mother. That’s the 
hardest work in this country, by the way, 
is trying to raise your children on your own. 
And that’s what she was doing. She was 
a 24-year-old at the time. She had two 
young children. She was on unemployment 
benefits, and they were about to run out 
in August. But she didn’t just want a job. 
She wanted to do something better for her-
self and for her children. And so she 
hooked up with a group here, all aimed 
at helping people go from welfare to work, 
a group that came to be after the ’96 law, 
because the Federal Government finally in 
its wisdom said, ‘‘We ought to trust the 
local people to help, the local people to 
design the programs that best work for 
South Carolina, people we’re trying to 
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help’’—that all knowledge isn’t in Wash-
ington, DC. As a matter of fact, the more 
we trust the local people, the more likely 
it is that good programs will spring forward 
to help the Lushanda Brights of the world. 

And such a program is called Moving 
Up. And they helped Lushanda. They asked 
what she wanted. They asked what they 
could do to help. She enrolled in North-
eastern Technical College. She completed 
several courses on medical insurance and 
billing—by the way, while working at a con-
venience store and being a mother of two. 
Today, she has a full time job at Marlboro 
Park Hospital. In the fall she’s going back 
to school to continue her education. And 
here’s what she had to say: ‘‘A whole lot 
has changed for me. My life has turned 
around. It was hard, but I went from hav-
ing nothing and ended up with a job I 
love.’’ 

Lushanda, thank you for coming. Thank 
you for sharing with us. I appreciate you 
being here. 

These are the human stories. These are 
stories which are repeated over and over 
again all across America because of a phi-
losophy inherent in the 1996 welfare re-
form bill that says people can achieve, just 
give them a chance. Help people help 
themselves, and amazing things will happen 
in America. 

I understand leaving welfare is not easy, 
but it’s an essential step toward independ-
ence from Government. Work is the path-
way to dignity and to freedom and to self-
respect. The stories that you hear across 
America are a tribute to personal effort. 
They’re a tribute to the organizations which 
help them, and they’re a tribute to the 
businesses which employ the people who 
want help. They’re a tribute to corporate 
America, which understands there is a re-
sponsibility not only to be honest about 
the books but a responsibility to help in 
the communities in which they exist by 
helping people who want to help them-
selves. 

And so the welfare reform bill passed 
in ’96 is a real success. And so the funda-
mental question facing the country and fac-
ing the Members of Congress is, what to 
do when the bill becomes—comes up for 
reauthorization. In other words, the way 
things work in Washington is, if you pass 
a law, sometimes it doesn’t exist forever. 
In this case, this requires a reauthorization. 
And Congress has got to choose whether 
or not we will continue to reform to help 
people, or will law undermine the clear 
successes that have taken place since ’96? 
That’s the fundamental choice facing your 
elected Representatives. 

I believe that compassionate welfare re-
form must move forward, to strengthen 
work, to insist upon work as one of the 
benchmarks for success, because I believe 
work increases somebody’s self-worth and 
dignity. I know that the welfare bill, the 
reauthorization, needs to encourage mar-
riage and family. In order to help people, 
we also have got to start with our young-
sters early, and the welfare reform effort, 
the reauthorization, must support effective 
teen abstinence programs. I urge Congress 
to join me on these principles, these prac-
tical ways to help make America a better 
place. 

Congress must always remember that 
when they write law, that we’ve got to trust 
the local folks as well, that one size doesn’t 
fit all when it comes to trying to help peo-
ple help themselves, that the more flexi-
bility there is for people at the local level 
to design programs that work, the more 
likely it is we’ll achieve national objectives, 
which is: fewer people on welfare, more 
people working; fewer people despondent, 
more people hopeful; fewer people ad-
dicted, more people free—free to realize 
the great potential here in America. 

And so we—and we made some work— 
made some progress. The House of Rep-
resentatives, these Members here, stayed 
with us on a very important bill that—on 
the reauthorization bill which supports 
stronger work requirements. 
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Today, for example, on the average in 
the State—States require work of only 
about 5 percent of the adults on welfare. 
In other words, the goal is incredibly low. 
If you require work from only 5 percent 
of the adults on welfare, you’re likely to 
achieve that objective. That means a lot 
of other people aren’t working, and that’s 
not right. Every State should be required 
within 5 years to have 70 percent of the 
people on welfare working. 

That’s not just a statistic, however. Inher-
ent in the 70 percent number means that 
we’ve got to help people at the same time, 
that we’ve got to provide the resources, 
the flexibility—and the flexibility so we can 
help people find work. Programs like Mov-
ing Up work, and we’ve got to encourage 
programs such as that, not stifle them but 
encourage them. 

And here’s what I mean by work: That 
means 40 hours a week. Now, I fully un-
derstand some people need help, and so 
as part of the 40-hour workweek, 16 of 
those hours can be hours spent on job 
training or education, on skills, on going 
to courses which help on changing skills. 
It is so important that we have high stand-
ards, flexibility, but also recognize that peo-
ple need help. People that want to work, 
and on welfare, many times don’t under-
stand how to even get started. Many of 
them haven’t even graduated from high 
school. And that’s why the proposal also 
recognizes that an adolescent mom, for ex-
ample, can meet her work requirements 
and still be helped by attending high 
school. 

There are some in our society who are 
addicted. They might want to work, but 
they’ve got to deal with their addiction first. 
And so part of the work requirements can 
be 3 months in full-time drug rehabilitation 
programs. 

The point is, is that we’ve got to give 
people the tools necessary to improve their 
lives and at the same time understand how 
important work is in freeing people from 
the clutches of our Government. And Con-

gress must hear that message when it 
comes to work. 

It is also important to understand that 
a more hopeful society is one in which 
we encourage strong marriages and fami-
lies. I understand building and preserving 
a family is not always possible; I know that. 
But it should be a national goal. We ought 
to aspire for what’s best, and what’s best 
is for our families to remain intact. 

All you’ve got to hear is from the man 
I met today, Patrick, talk about the father-
hood initiative. He talked in compelling 
terms about what it’s like to have dads want 
to be a dad and, when Dad is reunited 
with their families, how vital and how real 
that person’s life becomes and, more im-
portantly, how hopeful the life becomes for 
the children. He works for the Sisters of 
Charity Foundation on the Fatherhood Ini-
tiative. There are such initiatives through-
out our society—many in the faith commu-
nity, by the way—initiatives that ought to 
be supported by the Federal Government. 

And so, therefore, the bill that the House 
passed, that I proposed—in my budget, I 
have $300 million on an annual basis to 
support education programs and counseling 
programs, out of the faith community and 
out of the charitable community and out 
of the government community, all aimed 
at encouraging marriage, all aimed at help-
ing couples to build and sustain healthy 
marriage in our society. Families are impor-
tant for our children. Families are impor-
tant for American women and American 
men. Families are important for America. 

In order to help people help themselves, 
I strongly believe that we must encourage 
teen abstinence programs. We’ve got to 
help people understand that, one, it’s okay 
to abstain, and secondly, having a baby out 
of wedlock early in life is going to make 
it awfully tough—awfully tough on the 
child, awfully tough on the mom. We’ve 
got to make it clear that we’ve got a health 
issue when it comes to sexually transmitted 
disease and that we’ve got to deal with 
it in an upfront way with our youngsters. 
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You know, I’ve heard all the talk about 
the abstinence programs and this, that, and 
the other. But let me just be perfectly 
plain: If you’re worried about teenage preg-
nancy or if you’re worried about sexually 
transmitted disease, abstinence works every 
single time. 

The citizens of this State understand— 
which is what I said—citizens, by the way, 
from all walks of life understand what I 
just said. You’ve got one of the finest teen 
abstinence education programs in the Na-
tion. A lot of States are turning to you 
for advice. You know this, that when our 
children face a choice between exercising 
self-restraint and engaging in harmful be-
havior, the Government should not be neu-
tral. 

People say, ‘‘Well, do you have enough 
money in the budget to meet your goal?’’ 
Well, the budget I submitted and the one 
passed by the House spends $17 billion 
a year on welfare for 2003. Now, that’s 
the same amount that was spent in ’96, 
but the difference is, the caseloads have 
dropped by half. So you’ve got the same 
amount of money with half the clientele, 
which means there’s a—like, for example, 
on the average, across the country, $16,000 
per family will be spent on helping people 
help themselves, as opposed to $7,000 in 
1996. Here in the State of South Carolina, 
the amount of money per family would 
double from ’96 to today, from $4,200 to 
$10,700 per family to help. No, there’s 
ample money in the budget, because of 
the successes of the past, because there’s 
fewer people to help. If you keep the fund-
ing constant, you’ve got more money to 
help. And so that shouldn’t be an excuse 
for people not to move forward with a re-
form package that works. 

Now, the Senate is writing a bill, and 
I want to share with you some of my 
thoughts about the bill that the Senate is 
writing. First, I believe the bill is a retreat 
from the success. I believe they’re not mov-
ing forward. I believe, if the bill goes 
through the way they’ve written it, it’s 

going to go back—we’re going to go back-
ward here in America. And the bill would 
hurt the very people we’re trying to help. 

For example, the bill that passed the 
Senate Finance Committee has so many 
work exceptions that it would result in 
many fewer welfare recipients moving from 
welfare to work. There are so many excep-
tions, so many loopholes, so many ways out 
of holding people to high standards, that 
fewer people would actually be moving 
from welfare to work, and that’s not right. 
That hurts our fellow Americans. There are 
so many loopholes that a State could meet 
its work requirement without having even 
one person working at a job. 

Now, let me give you an example. Under 
the way they’re kind of writing it right now, 
out of the Senate Finance Committee, 
some people could spend their entire 5 
years—there’s a 5-year work requirement— 
on welfare, going to college. Now, that’s 
not my view of helping people become 
independent. And it’s certainly not my view 
of understanding the importance of work 
and helping people achieve the dignity nec-
essary so they can live a free life, free from 
Government control. 

I’m also—I’m not happy with the fact 
that they reduced the amount of money 
by a third, available to promote healthy 
marriage. That doesn’t make sense to me. 
As a matter of fact, some of the money 
that they believe they ought to be spent 
on so-called family building will go to pro-
grams that have nothing to do with pro-
moting marriage. 

On top of that, the Senate bill is weak 
on the budget. In other words, they’re say-
ing, ‘‘We’ve got to spend a bunch more 
money in order to make us feel better and 
make things work better.’’ We don’t need 
that. What we need is focus on what works, 
focus on reforms, focus on flexibility, focus 
on elevating the programs that have been 
proven over the last years to help people. 
We need a welfare bill that’s strong on 
work, not weak on work, strong on mar-
riage, and a welfare bill that’s good for 
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the taxpayers. And the Senate needs to do 
the right thing in order to help with these 
reforms. 

And finally, encouraging work and sup-
porting families and effective teen absti-
nence program is not enough. That’s not 
enough. They’re not enough. We need 
more. An abandoned child needs something 
larger and more important than welfare re-
form. She needs a loving mentor. She 
needs somebody who is willing to put their 
arm around a child and say, ‘‘I love you. 
What can I do to help you?’’ People who 
struggle with addiction or who are victim-
ized by abuse need more than a check. 
They need personal support and concern 
and care and compassion. 

This city is known as the Holy City be-
cause of your many churches. It’s also 
known as the Holy City because of the 
many good deeds done by the citizens here, 
charities and faith-based groups. What we 
must understand in our society, faith-based 
programs and charities fill needs that no 
welfare system can fill, fill the needs that 
no matter—[applause]—the programs fill 
the needs that no carefully designed pro-
gram out of Washington, DC, can meet. 
Government can hand out money, but it 
cannot put hope into people’s hearts. It 
cannot put faith into people’s lives. 

I’m a strong proponent of the faith-based 
groups in America, because they’re reclaim-
ing America one block at a time. They’re 
helping save one life at a time. They under-
stand the power of changing a person’s 
heart is a way to freedom and independ-
ence and to better behavior. No, our Gov-
ernment should not fear faith-based pro-
grams in America; we ought to welcome 
them. 

Faith-based programs ought to be treated 
equally with nonfaith-based programs. We 
ought not to ask the question, ‘‘Who?’’ We 
ought to ask the question, ‘‘What works?’’ 
If your program is a faith-based program 
and it changes people’s lives and they be-
come less addicted, we ought to say thank 
you, and you can have equal access to 

money, and you don’t even have to change 
your mission. We understand the power of 
faith in our society, and we ought to wel-
come it. 

I understand the strength of America. 
The strength of America is our people. It’s 
not our Government. It’s the people. And 
ours is a compassionate and decent nation. 
You know, I said earlier, out of the evil 
done to us will come some good. People 
in America understand that we’re into a 
different era, we’re heading into a different 
culture. It’s one that says, ‘‘Serving some-
thing greater than yourself is an important 
part of being an American.’’ It’s a lesson 
that came through on Flight 93. People 
flew an airplane in the ground to save oth-
er’s lives. 

That example is one that I think is going 
to stand like a beacon for future genera-
tions to understand what it means to be 
an American. It means that you, of course, 
make a living for your family. But it also 
means that when you find a neighbor in 
need, you love that person. It also means 
that while one of us can’t do everything, 
each of us can do something to change 
America, one soul at a time. 

Out of the evil done to America will 
come incredible good, because our fellow 
citizens have taken a step back, taken an 
assessment of what’s important in life, and 
realized serving our Nation means helping 
somebody in need. The old culture used 
to say, ‘‘If it feels good, just go ahead and 
do it,’’ and ‘‘If you’ve got a problem, blame 
somebody else.’’ I sense a new change in 
America, where each of us understands 
we’re responsible for the decisions we make 
in life. Each of us are responsible for loving 
our children, if we’re fortunate enough to 
be a mom or a dad, loving our children 
with all our heart and all our soul. And 
each of us understands that in order to 
be a patriotic American, we must love our 
neighbor like we’d like to be loved ourself, 
help a fellow American in need. 

And that’s happening all across our coun-
try. I want to thank those of you who are 
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doing just that. I want to thank you for 
hearing the call. I want to thank you for 
setting an example. I want to thank you 
for being a part of the greatest country 
on the face of the Earth. 

May God bless you all, and may God 
bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. in the 
gymnasium. In his remarks, he referred to 
Patrick J. Patterson, program assistant, Sis-
ters of Charity Foundation. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks at a Luncheon for Gubernatorial Candidate Mark Sanford in 
Charleston 
July 29, 2002 

The President. Well, thank you, ‘‘Gov-
ernor.’’ [Laughter] I want to thank you all 
for coming. I’m really glad to be back in 
South Carolina. I’ve got a lot of fond 
memories here, if you know what I mean. 
[Laughter] And we’ve got a lot of friends 
here, too. It’s a great State. After all, it’s 
the State where my mother went to high 
school. 

But it’s an honor to be here to work 
for the next Governor of the State of South 
Carolina. I want to thank you all very much 
for supporting Mark. You know that when 
you find a good one, you’ve got to help 
him, and you’ve found a good one in Mark 
Sanford. 

I particularly thank those who are going 
to put up the signs and lick the envelopes 
and make all the phone calls, those tireless 
workers at the grassroots level who can de-
cide the fate of an election. You’ve got 
a vibrant Republican Party here in South 
Carolina. You’ve got a lot of folks who 
never get thanked enough. And so not only 
do I want to thank those who have helped 
Mark financially, I want to thank those of 
you who are going to put some shoe leather 
out there to work hard to make sure that 
you turn out the vote next November. It’s 
important for our country; it’s important 
for this State that this good man become 
the next Governor of the State of South 
Carolina. 

And I love a family man. They started 
coming through the photo op line; I never 
thought the Sanford kids were going to 
stop. [Laughter] But it was an honor to 
meet Marshall, Landon, Bolton, and Blake, 
but more importantly, the mom, Jenny San-
ford, the great future first lady of the State 
of South Carolina. 

We both married above ourselves. 
[Laughter] I’m sorry the First Lady is not 
here with me. She’s hiking. But I can’t 
tell you how proud I am of her. She’s doing 
a fabulous job as the First Lady of the 
United States. Who would have thought a 
former public school librarian, who didn’t 
like politics or politicians—[laughter]— 
would be where she is? Thank goodness. 
She’s doing great. 

A lot of you who I met earlier said 
they’re praying for me and praying for my 
family. It’s the kindest gift you can give 
a President and his family, and I want to 
thank you from the bottom of my heart 
for your prayers. 

I want to thank members of the fine 
South Carolina delegation who are here. 
That would be Congressman Henry Brown, 
right here from Charleston; Congressman 
Joe Wilson—I first met him one time when 
I was marching with him in the Okra Strut 
in Irmo; Congressman Jim DeMint, from 
up north—[laughter]—and the next United 
States Senator from South Carolina, 
Lindsey Graham. 
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I appreciate some of the State folks 
showing up, too. There will be two former 
Governors here, Carroll Campbell and Jim 
Edwards. I want to thank them both for 
being here. And Mark, when you win, you 
need to ask their advice. They were great 
Governors for the great State of South 
Carolina. I also want to thank Iris for being 
here as well. Iris, it’s great to see you again. 
And I want to thank Ann Edwards as well. 

I also want to thank my friend the Lieu-
tenant Governor, Bob Peeler, for being 
here as well. Thank you for coming, Bob. 
And I want to thank you and the attorney 
general, Charlie Condon, for working hard 
to unite the Republican Party. 

And I know the speaker is here. 
David H. Wilkins. Yes, sir. 
The President. Mr. Speaker—oh, there 

you are. [Laughter] I appreciate you com-
ing. It’s great to see you again, friend, great 
to see your great wife. Tell those boys of 
yours hello for me. 

I also want to thank Gresham Barrett, 
who’s going to become the—who is the 
Republican candidate for the third congres-
sional district. We’re pulling for you, Gresh-
am. We wish you all the best. Thank you 
for being here. 

I think it’s fairly important to have some-
body who is going to be your Governor 
who is willing to change the tone if the 
tone is divisive. See, what we need is more 
people in public office who understand it’s 
important to unite people to get things 
done. And there’s nothing worse than old-
style politics, the politics that wants to pit 
one group of people against another, the 
politics that says it’s much better to call 
somebody names than to lead. 

And when Mark says he wants to change 
the tone in the statehouse in South Caro-
lina, I believe him. And I believe it will 
be important for the people of South Caro-
lina to have a change of tone in the capital, 
so he can get some things done on behalf 
of all the people of this State. Not just 
the Republicans but all the people of South 
Carolina need a Governor who’s willing to 

set big goals, a strong agenda, willing to 
bring people together to work toward those 
goals. 

And there’s nothing more important than 
to—making sure that every single child in 
this State gets a good, quality education. 
We passed some good legislation in Wash-
ington. And one of the things that legisla-
tion does is passes power out of Wash-
ington, so that the local folks can figure 
out the path to excellence for every child. 
And I’m confident in saying to the people 
of South Carolina, flexibility, with Mark as 
the Governor, will make it more likely that 
every child in this State will be educated. 

It also means you better have somebody 
as the Governor who believes every child 
can learn. It means setting the highest of 
high standards. You see, I found out as 
the Governor of Texas, and I have learned 
as the President, if you set the bar low, 
if you don’t believe everybody can learn, 
you’re going to get bad results. If you have 
low standards for every child, if you be-
lieve, ‘‘Oh, there are some kids in my State 
who can’t learn,’’ guess what’s going to hap-
pen. Certain of the children won’t learn. 
And the people will be satisfied with just 
passing kids through the system, as if they 
don’t matter. 

No, I believe it’s important to put people 
in office who set the highest of high stand-
ards, who believes every single child can 
learn, and who’s willing to measure to de-
termine they are. I think it’s so important 
to have a Governor who believes in strong 
accountability, who wants to measure early 
whether or not children can read and write 
and add and subtract and, if they can’t, 
do something about it early, before it’s too 
late. 

It is so fundamentally important that we 
view each child as a child of potential, and 
that we determine whether or not the child 
is learning. And if they are, praise the 
teachers. But if we find children trapped 
in schools that won’t teach and in schools 
that won’t change, you better have a Gov-
ernor who’s willing to blow the whistle on 
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failure. Every child matters, and no child 
in South Carolina or no child in America 
should be left behind. 

I appreciate having a man who under-
stands the money he’s spending as your 
Governor is not the government’s money. 
It’s the people’s money. And he’s a man 
who set a good example. I was impressed 
when I read that he held his office ex-
penses down, maybe thought the Govern-
ment was writing too big a check for the 
expenses there when he was a Congress-
man, saved a million and a half dollars of 
taxpayers’ money and gave it back into the 
till, put it back in. 

He understood that when he got a pay 
raise, that rather than accepting the raise, 
he’d give it to charity. He’s a man who 
leads by example. And I think the people 
of South Carolina ought to pay attention 
to that example, because I know firsthand 
that there’s always a budget crisis if you 
have a Governor who’s saying, ‘‘Everything 
matters. We’re not going to set priorities.’’ 
It’s important to have somebody who’s fis-
cally sound with the people’s money, who 
understands whose money it is and is will-
ing to set priorities. 

We need a little of that in Washington, 
DC. It seems like every program that 
comes along is something that needs a little 
extra money. In order to make sure that 
we hold the line in Washington or hold 
the line in South Carolina, that’s why they 
give the chief executives the veto. And I’m 
confident this man will use his powers wise-
ly to protect the taxpayers’ money, for the 
good of all people who live in the State 
of South Carolina. 

And so I’m proud to be here to support 
Mark. And I ask you to work hard. It’s 
a tough run when you’re running against 
somebody who has been there for a while. 
It’s never easy. But I’m convinced he’s 
going to win, and I want to thank you for 
helping him win. 

We’ve got a big—we’ve got a lot to do 
in Washington. Before they run me out 
of here, I’d like to tell you how I think 

things are going in the Nation’s Capital. 
First, I know there’s a lot of concern about 
our economy. After all, if somebody wants 
to work and can’t find a job, can’t find 
work, that’s a concern. It’s a concern of 
mine to know that there are Americans who 
are still looking for a job and can’t find 
one. And we need to do something about 
it. We need to make sure that the founda-
tion that we’ve put in place for job creation 
remains strong. And I believe the founda-
tion is strong for economic growth. After 
all, inflation is down, and interest rates are 
low. We’ve got wise monetary policy. I 
strongly believe the fiscal policy we put in 
place—which is giving people some of their 
own money back so they can spend it, as 
opposed to the Government—made emi-
nent sense for economic vitality and job 
creation. And the Congress now needs to 
make those tax cuts permanent so people 
can plan. 

The Senate, when they get moving, is 
going to get me a trade bill so we can 
open up markets, which will create jobs 
for workers all across the country. We need 
to get a terrorism insurance bill out that 
doesn’t reward the trial lawyers but in fact 
encourages construction projects to go for-
ward that can’t get insurance. 

And tomorrow I’m signing a good bill. 
It’s a bill overwhelmingly embraced by Re-
publicans and Democrats that says loud and 
clear to corporate America, we expect you 
to be responsible. We expect you to be 
responsible with the people’s money. We 
expect you to be responsible for the share-
holders and your employees. And if you’re 
not, we’re going to investigate you, arrest 
you, and prosecute you, if you don’t uphold 
your responsibilities. 

I’m optimistic about our economic fu-
ture, and I’m optimistic about the security 
of our homeland as well. You need to know 
that we face an enemy that are—cold-
blooded killers, the best way I can describe 
them. These are people that hate freedom. 
They hate what we stand for, and they can’t 
stand the fact that we are tolerant of each 
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other, that we worship freely and speak 
our minds. They hate that. And therefore, 
so long as we’re willing to defend our free-
dom, they’ll come after us. 

But they also didn’t understand America. 
I just can imagine their meetings. They 
must have sat around saying, ‘‘Well, we at-
tack them, they probably won’t do anything. 
It’s such a materialistic society. You know, 
Americans are so self-absorbed, so selfish, 
so worried about their own bottom line that 
they’ll just—oh, they may file a lawsuit or 
two’’—[laughter]—‘‘but that’s all they’ll 
do.’’ They didn’t understand the nature of 
this country. They didn’t understand that 
when somebody attacks our freedoms, 
when somebody tries to take away the val-
ues that we hold dear, we’re plenty tough; 
we’re plenty resolute; and we’re plenty 
strong. 

At home we’re doing everything we can 
to protect the homeland by chasing down 
any kind of lead, any kind of hint, any 
kind of—any bit of evidence that somebody 
might be trying to do something to the 
American people. Our most important pri-
ority in Washington is to protect the inno-
cent lives of the American people. 

As you know, after a lot of thought and 
study, I decided to form what I call the 
Department of Homeland Security. And 
the reason I did is because there’s hun-
dreds—over 100 agencies all involved with 
securing the homeland in Washington. 
They’re scattered all over the place up 
there. And when you’ve got so many agen-
cies, it makes it awfully hard to hold people 
accountable. I believe in aligning authority 
and responsibility in order to get good re-
sults. And so I’ve asked Congress to join 
me in setting up a Department of Home-
land Security so we can better coordinate 
the efforts to secure the homeland. 

You see, we need to know who’s coming 
in our country and why they’re coming in 
and what they’re bringing in and if they’re 
leaving on time. So we need to reform the 
border security of the United States of 
America. We need to have an effective 

strategy dealing with the heroic first-re-
sponders in South Carolina and all across 
America—those would be your police offi-
cers and your firefighters and your EMS 
teams—so that if there’s an emergency, 
there’s an adequate response. We need to 
be able to better deal with the potential 
threat of weapons of mass destruction. And 
we need to be able to take all the intel-
ligence gathered from different agencies 
and analyze them and address 
vulnerabilities to the United States of 
America. That’s what we need. 

We need somebody who I can hold ac-
countable. We need to be able to say to 
the American people, ‘‘We understand our 
most important priority is to protect our 
country, and therefore we formed a De-
partment of Homeland Security with a vari-
ety of agencies underneath the umbrella, 
all of which have got one responsibility, 
a primary responsibility. And that’s to pro-
tect the homeland.’’ 

And I want to thank the House for mov-
ing, and I hope the Senate gets me a bill 
soon which will give me the ability to run 
the Department and give me the ability 
to be able to say to the American people, 
‘‘We put politics aside and focused on se-
curing our homeland as the most important 
priority in Washington, DC.’’ 

But the best way to protect our home-
land is to hunt them down one by one 
and bring them to justice, and that’s what 
our country is going to do. And we’re mak-
ing progress. This isn’t one of those wars 
where, you know, you can watch everything 
on TV or a war where they will eventually 
study—they’ve had mass movements of in-
fantry and artillery and squadrons of air-
craft flying all over the place from one 
point to another. This is a war where we’re 
literally chasing them down and treating 
them like they are, which is international 
criminals. That’s all they are. 

And we’re making pretty good progress. 
We’ve—we, when I say ‘‘we,’’ we’ve got 
a mighty coalition of freedom-loving coun-
tries who’ve joined us, and others who have 
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heard the message, ‘‘Either you’re with us, 
or you’re with the other ones.’’ And by 
the way, that doctrine still holds. Either 
you’re with the United States, or you’re 
not. Over a couple of thousand of them 
have been captured. And just about that 
many weren’t as lucky. And our friends are 
still—still understand the stakes. 

You know, I was a little worried about, 
the farther we got away from September 
the 11th, the more likely it is people would 
forget the horror. But the coalition is still 
strong. And the reason it’s strong is because 
the American people are strong. The Amer-
ican people are united. The American peo-
ple are resolved. The American people un-
derstand the stakes, that we’re fighting for 
freedom itself, that we’re fighting for civili-
zation. 

A good example of that came in the Phil-
ippines a while ago. The President of the 
Philippines asked for some help, would we 
help her—she asked if we’d help her train 
some of her troops, and I said, ‘‘You bet. 
Either you’re with us, or you’re with the 
other guys, and we’re willing to help.’’ And 
as a result of the bravery of the Philippine 
troops and the skill of our troops training 
them, they brought to justice, in the ulti-
mate way, the leader of the Abu Sayyaf * 
group, which is an Al Qaida-related organi-
zation. 

In other words, what I’m telling you is, 
is that we’re denying them sanctuary. We 
routed them out of—we routed the 
Taliban. If you harbor a terrorist, you’re 
a terrorist. The Taliban found out what we 
meant. We got them on the run. Some-
times they light, and we figure out where 
they are, and the brave United States mili-
tary will chase them down. Sometimes 
they’re scrambling around. But wherever 
they try to go, we’re going to get them, 
no matter how long it takes, because you 
see, history has called us into action. This 
is a defining moment. The 21st century 
will be decided as to how the United States 

* White House correction. 

responds. And so long as I’m the President, 
we’re going to respond in a determined, 
focused, effective way—by defending free-
dom, no matter what the cost. 

And that includes understanding we can-
not let the world’s worst leaders blackmail 
the United States or our friends and allies 
with the world’s worst weapons. And so 
I want to share with you my thinking. My 
thinking is, we owe it to our children and 
our grandchildren to do everything we can 
to disrupt known terrorist groups, to find 
folks that think they want to team up with 
terrorist groups, that we owe it to our fu-
ture to use our standing and our might 
and our wealth to define the 21st century 
as one which will be peaceful and hopeful 
and, most importantly, free. 

Out of the evil done to America is going 
to come some incredible good. I truly be-
lieve that. I can say that with confidence. 
I believe that, when we remain strong and 
forceful and tough and resolved, that we 
can bring peace not only to the United 
States but into parts of the world which 
may never dream they’ll have peace. I be-
lieve, by the United States taking a leading 
role and standing on principle and speaking 
clearly, that we can help achieve peace in 
the Middle East or in South Asia. You need 
to go home and tell your kids or your 
grandkids that the reason we fight the way 
we fight is because of peace. And this can 
happen, and I believe it will happen. 

And here at home, you’ve got to under-
stand—and I know you do—that in spite 
of our wealth, in spite of our prosperity, 
there are pockets of despair and pockets 
of hopelessness, pockets of addiction, pock-
ets where people say, ‘‘America’s not meant 
for me.’’ But I believe out of the evil done 
to America, this good will happen: that our 
fellow citizens will understand that by lov-
ing a neighbor like they’d like to be loved 
themselves, they can help eradicate that de-
spair; that by unleashing the great faith-
based institutions which exist all across 
America, we can bring hope where there’s 
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darkness; by calling upon the best of Amer-
ica, the great character of the American 
citizens, the understanding that when one 
of us suffers, all of us suffers, that we can 
change this country one heart, one soul, 
one conscience at a time. 

You saw the great spirit of America re-
cently in Pennsylvania. When their miners 
were trapped, people prayed for their deliv-
erance. Americans spent hours trying to fig-
ure out how best to save those miners, 
came up with a plan, successfully got each 
and every one of them out. I want to thank 
God for the prayers of the American people 
for helping them, and thank God for their 
savior—their saving. That’s the kind of 
country we live in. It’s a country fundamen-
tally strong and great. 

I believe out of the evil done to America, 
the culture of our country is changing from 
one which has said, ‘‘If it feels good, go 
ahead and do it,’’ to—‘‘If you’ve got a prob-
lem, blame somebody else,’’ to a culture 
which says, ‘‘Each of us are responsible for 
the decisions we make in life.’’ 

You see, there’s an understanding after 
September the 11th, after the evil people 
hit us, that serving something greater than 
yourself is a part of being a patriotic Amer-
ican. That came home most clearly to me, 
most vividly to me, when I heard the story 
of Flight 93, where average Americans 

were flying across the land. They found 
out their plane was going to be a weapon. 
They told their loved ones they loved them. 
They said a prayer. One guy said, ‘‘Let’s 
roll.’’ They took the plane in the ground 
to serve something greater than themselves 
in life. That example will shine brightly for 
a lot of Americans, including me, that in 
order to be an American, in order to un-
derstand and help people realize the full 
potential of our country, it’s important to 
serve something greater than yourself. 
Now, out of the evil done to America is 
going to come incredible good, because this 
is such a good and compassionate and de-
cent country. 

Thank you all for coming to help Mark. 
May God bless you all, and may God bless 
America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:30 p.m. at 
the North Charleston Convention Center. In 
his remarks, he referred to Iris Campbell, 
wife of former Gov. Carroll Campbell of 
South Carolina; Ann Edwards, wife of former 
Gov. Jim Edwards of South Carolina; David 
H. Wilkins, speaker, South Carolina House 
of Representatives, and his wife, Margaret 
Susan Wilkins; Gov. Jim Hodges of South 
Carolina; and President Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo of the Philippines. 

Statement on Proposed Legislation To Implement the Clear Skies Initiative 
July 29, 2002 

Today I am pleased to announce that 
Environmental Protection Administrator 
Whitman has submitted legislation to Con-
gress to implement the Clear Skies Initia-
tive I proposed in February. Since Feb-
ruary, my administration has been working 
to develop legislation that meets our com-
mon commitment to cleaner air for all 
Americans. I also am pleased that Chair-
man Billy Tauzin and Chairman Joe Barton 

introduced this legislation in the House on 
Friday and that Senator Bob Smith will 
introduce it in the Senate today on behalf 
of the administration. Clear Skies will cut 
powerplant emissions by 70 percent—much 
further, faster, more certainly, and more 
cost-effectively than current law. 

America has made significant progress 
over the last 30 years in our quest for 
cleaner air, and we have learned a lot about 
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what approaches work best. Now is the 
time to put those lessons to use. Building 
upon the success of our most effective 
clean air program, we have crafted a new 
‘‘Clean Air Act’’ for the 21st century, one 
that will do more to clean up emissions 
from powerplants than ever before. In the 
next decade alone, Clear Skies will elimi-
nate 35 million more tons of pollution than 
the current Clean Air Act, bringing cleaner 
air to millions of Americans. Clear Skies 

will also help save our forests, lakes, 
streams, and coastal waters from acid rain 
and nitrogen and mercury deposition. And 
Clear Skies will do this through the use 
of a market-based system that guarantees 
results while keeping electricity prices af-
fordable for the American people. Adminis-
trator Whitman and I look forward to work-
ing with Congress to deliver the health and 
environmental benefits promised by passage 
of Clear Skies legislation. 

Remarks on Signing the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002 
July 30, 2002 

Thank you very much. Welcome to the 
White House, and welcome to this historic 
occasion. 

During the past year, the American econ-
omy has faced several sudden challenges 
and proven its great resiliency. Terrorists 
attacked a center and symbol of our pros-
perity. A recession cost many American 
workers their jobs, and now corporate cor-
ruption has struck at investor confidence, 
offending the conscience of our Nation. 
Yet, in the aftermath of September the 
11th, we refuse to allow fear to undermine 
our economy, and we will not allow fraud 
to undermine it either. 

With well-timed tax cuts, we fought our 
way out of recession and back to economic 
growth. And now with a tough new law, 
we will act against those who have shaken 
confidence in our markets, using the full 
authority of Government to expose corrup-
tion, punish wrongdoers, and defend the 
rights and interests of American workers 
and investors. 

My administration pressed for greater 
corporate integrity. A united Congress has 
written it into law. And today I sign the 
most far-reaching reforms of American 
business practices since the time of Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt. This new law sends 
very clear messages that all concerned must 

heed. This law says to every dishonest cor-
porate leader: ‘‘You will be exposed and 
punished. The era of low standards and 
false profits is over. No boardroom in 
America is above or beyond the law.’’ 

This law says to honest corporate leaders: 
‘‘Your integrity will be recognized and re-
warded, because the shadow of suspicion 
will be lifted from good companies that 
respect the rules.’’ 

This law says to corporate accountants: 
‘‘The high standards of your profession will 
be enforced without exception. The audi-
tors will be audited. The accountants will 
be held to account.’’ 

This law says to shareholders that ‘‘the 
financial information you receive from a 
company will be true and reliable, for those 
who deliberately sign their names to decep-
tion will be punished.’’ 

This law says to workers: ‘‘We will not 
tolerate reckless practices that artificially 
drive up stock prices and eventually destroy 
the companies and the pensions and your 
jobs.’’ 

And this law says to every American: 
‘‘There will not be a different ethical stand-
ard for corporate America than the stand-
ard that applies to everyone else. The hon-
esty you expect in your small businesses 
or in your workplaces, in your community 
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or in your home, will be expected and en-
forced in every corporate suite in this coun-
try.’’ 

I commend the Congress for passing a 
strong set of reforms. I particularly thank 
Senator Paul Sarbanes and Congressman 
Mike Oxley. Both are very thoughtful and 
were persistent voices for reform. They are 
true advocates of corporate integrity. I ap-
preciate their working together to send a 
signal to the rest of the country that it’s 
possible in Washington, DC, to set aside 
partisan differences and to do what’s right 
for the American people. I also appreciate 
the bipartisan leadership in the Congress, 
and I particularly thank Senator Daschle 
and Senator Lott who are with us here 
today. 

I want to thank members of my Cabinet 
who worked on this bill: Secretary of Treas-
ury O’Neill and Attorney General Ashcroft, 
Secretary Evans, Secretary Chao. I appre-
ciate the FBI Director being here, along 
with the Chairman of Securities and Ex-
change Commission, Harvey Pitt. I appre-
ciate the Corporate Fraud Task Force 
members who are here. I want to assure 
the American people, they’re just getting 
started. 

America’s system of free enterprise, with 
all its risk and all its rewards, is a strength 
of our country and a model for the world. 
Yet, free markets are not a jungle in which 
only the unscrupulous survive or a financial 
free-for-all guided only by greed. The fun-
damentals of a free market—buying and 
selling, saving and investing—require clear 
rules and confidence in basic fairness. 

The only risks, the only fair risks are 
based on honest information. Tricking an 
investor into taking a risk is theft by an-
other name. Corporate executives must set 
an ethical tone for their companies. They 
must understand the skepticism Americans 
feel and take action to set clear standards 
of right and wrong. Those who break the 
rules tarnish a great economic system that 
provides opportunity for all. 

Their actions hurt workers who com-
mitted their lives to building the company 
that hired them. Their actions hurt inves-
tors and retirees who placed their faith in 
the promise of growth and integrity. For 
the sake of our free economy, those who 
break the law, break the rules of fairness, 
those who are dishonest, however wealthy 
or successful they may be, must pay a 
price. 

Today we are taking practical steps to 
encourage honest enterprise in our Nation. 
Under this law, CEOs and chief financial 
officers must personally vouch for the truth 
and fairness of their companies’ disclosures. 
Those financial disclosures will be broader 
and better, for the sake of shareholders and 
investors. 

Corporate officials will play by the same 
rules as their employees. In the periods 
when workers are prevented from buying 
and selling stock in their pensions or 
401(k)s, corporate officials will also be 
barred from any buying or selling. 

Corporate misdeeds will be found and 
will be punished. This law authorizes new 
funding for investigators and technology at 
the Securities and Exchange Commission 
to uncover wrongdoing. The SEC will now 
have the administrative authority to bar dis-
honest directors and officers from ever 
again serving in positions of corporate re-
sponsibility. The penalties for obstructing 
justice and shredding documents are greatly 
increased. Corporate crime will no longer 
pay. CEOs who profit by betraying the 
public trust will be forced to return those 
gains to investors. And the maximum prison 
term for common types of fraud has quad-
rupled from 5 to 20 years. 

For the first time, the accounting profes-
sion will be regulated by an independent 
board. This board will set clear standards 
to uphold the integrity of public audits and 
have the authority to investigate abuses and 
discipline offenders. And auditing firms will 
no longer be permitted to provide con-
sulting services that create conflicts of in-
terest. 
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This law gives my administration new 
tools for enforcement. We will use them 
to the fullest. We will continue to inves-
tigate, arrest, and prosecute corporate offi-
cials who break the law. The Corporate 
Fraud Task Force I established is now hard 
at work, overseeing investigations of alleged 
fraud and insider trading. More than 200 
Federal prosecutors are at work detecting 
and punishing corporate crimes. Every cor-
porate official who has chosen to commit 
a crime can expect to face the con-
sequences. No more easy money for cor-
porate criminals, just hard time. 

As the work of enforcement proceeds, 
I hope Congress will join me in other im-
portant efforts to protect the savings and 
investments of Americans preparing for re-
tirement. We’ve seen how workers can lose 
a lifetime of savings overnight, locked into 
pension plans without adequate choices and 
information. 

Workers should be able to sell company 
stock and diversify into other investments 
after 3 years in their own company’s plan. 
They should receive updates on their retire-
ment accounts, not once a year but every 
3 months. They should have access to 
sound investment advice. I have proposed 
pension protection reforms. The House has 
passed them. I hope the Senate takes them 
up soon. 

We must also work together to promote 
more growth in the economy and jobs for 
the American people. The fundamentals of 
our economy are sound. After all, sales of 
automobiles and new houses are on the 
rise. New unemployment claims have been 
falling since April. Inflation is low. Produc-
tivity is increasing, and growth continues. 
Those are signs of strength in our economy, 
and with the right policies, we can build 
on it. 

We must continue to work to control 
Federal spending and make the tax cuts 
permanent, so Americans can save and plan 
for their own future. We must tear down 
trade barriers, so people everywhere can 
buy American. We must make terrorism in-
surance available to spur more construction. 
And on energy, we must encourage con-
servation through new technology and 
produce more energy at home, to give our 
economy safe and steady sources of power 
and make our country less reliant upon for-
eign sources of power. 

The attacks against our economy in the 
last year have caused deep hardship and 
highlighted the economy’s fundamental 
strength. The American economy is more 
diverse and more innovative than ever be-
fore, and its greatest strength, the people 
who make it work, are better trained and 
more productive and more highly skilled 
than ever before. 

Whenever we face challenges, from the 
fear that threatened our economy after 
September the 11th to the fraud that 
threatens investor confidence today, we’ve 
tackled them head on. The American econ-
omy depends on fairness and honesty. The 
vast majority of businesses uphold those 
values. With this law, we have new tools 
to enforce those values, and we will use 
those tools aggressively to defend our free 
enterprise system against corruption and 
crime. 

It is now my honor to sign the Sarbanes-
Oxley Act of 2002. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. H.R. 
3763, approved July 30, was assigned Public 
Law No. 107–204. 
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Statement on Signing the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002 
July 30, 2002 

Today I have signed into law H.R. 3763, 
‘‘An Act to protect investors by improving 
the accuracy and reliability of corporate dis-
closures made pursuant to the securities 
laws, and for other purposes.’’ The Act 
adopts tough new provisions to deter and 
punish corporate and accounting fraud and 
corruption, ensure justice for wrongdoers, 
and protect the interests of workers and 
shareholders. 

Several provisions of the Act require 
careful construction by the executive 
branch as it faithfully executes the Act. 

The legislative purpose of sections 302, 
401, and 906 of the Act, relating to certifi-
cation and accuracy of reports, is to 
strengthen the existing corporate reporting 
system under section 13(a) and 15(d) of 
the Securities Exchange Act of 1934. Ac-
cordingly, the executive branch shall con-
strue this Act as not affecting the authority 
relating to national security set forth in sec-
tion 13(b) of the Securities Exchange Act 
of 1934. 

To ensure that no infringement on the 
constitutional right to petition the Govern-
ment for redress of grievances occurs in 

the enforcement of section 1512(c) of title 
18 of the U.S. Code, enacted by section 
1102 of the Act, which among other things 
prohibits corruptly influencing any official 
proceeding, the executive branch shall con-
strue the term ‘‘corruptly’’ in section 
1512(c)(2) as requiring proof of a criminal 
state of mind on the part of the defendant. 

Given that the legislative purpose of sec-
tion 1514A of title 18 of the U.S. Code, 
enacted by section 806 of the Act, is to 
protect against company retaliation for law-
ful cooperation with investigations and not 
to define the scope of investigative author-
ity or to grant new investigative authority, 
the executive branch shall construe section 
1514A(a)(1)(B) as referring to investigations 
authorized by the rules of the Senate or 
the House of Representatives and con-
ducted for a proper legislative purpose. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
July 30, 2002. 

NOTE: H.R. 3763, approved July 30, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107–204. 

Remarks on the USA Freedom Corps Public Service Campaign 
July 30, 2002 

The President. Thanks. Thanks for com-
ing to the White House. Welcome, and 
thanks so very much for your good works 
and your commitment to serve others. 

The men and women in this room and 
the members of my administration are 
working to foster a culture of service, of 
citizenship, and of responsibility for dec-
ades to come. You’re part of a cultural 
change that will make America a much bet-
ter place. 

Today I’m going to announce some new 
steps that the USA Freedom Corps will 
be taking to make service a more central 
part of American life. I want to thank Gale 
Norton, a member of my Cabinet, the Sec-
retary of the Department of Interior, for 
being here. I appreciate one of the newest 
television stars, Bob Dole—[laughter]— 
being here. Thank you, Senator. And it’s 
good to see my friend Steve Goldsmith, 
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who’s the Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Corporation of National and 
Community Service; and its CEO, Les 
Lenkowsky. Thank you all for being here 
as well. 

I appreciate the many foundations and 
organizations who are represented here 
today that have supported the Corporation 
for National Community Service. The Net-
work for Good, which is a nonprofit organi-
zation—it has been a strong supporter of 
our call to service from the very start. I 
want to thank the Walt Disney Company. 
I appreciate so very much the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice for sending representatives 
here. I want to thank the UPS Foundation. 
I want to thank Peggy Conlon, who is the 
president and the CEO of the Ad Council. 
I want to thank the members of the Ad 
Council who have done some pretty good 
work, as you’ll see here in a minute. 

I appreciate very much the USA Free-
dom Corps Volunteer Network members 
who are here. I want to thank the rep-
resentatives of television, print, and radio 
as well. 

You know, none of us would ever wish 
the evil that was done on September the 
11th; yet out of the tragedy can come great 
good. I believe that from the bottom of 
my heart. Out of the evil done to America 
will come some good. Challenging times 
test the character of individuals and test 
the character of our Nation. In the after-
math of September the 11th, Americans 
have responded with courage and compas-
sion, with great resolve and determination. 

The last 10 months have offered us a 
glimpse of what a new culture of service 
can be, and we’re not going to let this 
moment pass. We’ll sustain and extend the 
best that has emerged in our country. And 
there are good reasons for every American 
to serve our Nation. 

We serve because it’s important to our 
neighbors. We understand that serving oth-
ers meets needs that a Government can 
never fulfill. You see, Government can 
hand out money, but it can’t put hope in 

people’s hearts or a sense of purpose in 
people’s lives. The need for kindness and 
for understanding and for love is not a 
Government function. It’s a human func-
tion. And that’s why we serve our neighbor. 

We serve because it’s important to our 
own character. Acts of compassion add di-
rection and purpose to our lives. Serving 
something greater than yourself in life is 
part of a fulfilling life. 

And finally, we serve because it’s impor-
tant to our country. Our Nation is the 
greatest force for good in history, and we 
show our gratitude by doing our duty. We 
express our love for America by loving 
Americans. 

Six months ago in my State of the Union 
Address, I issued a call to service. I asked 
every American to commit at least 2 years, 
4,000 hours over the rest of your life, to 
service for neighbors and our Nation. To 
encourage service, we established what we 
call the USA Freedom Corps, ably headed 
by John Bridgeland. 

The USA Freedom Corps is matching 
potential volunteers with local charities. It 
is encouraging participation in the new Cit-
izen Corps, AmeriCorps, Senior Corps, and 
the Peace Corps. We’re promoting service 
to prepare for crises at home, to strengthen 
our communities, to help people in need, 
and to extend American compassion 
throughout the world. 

The response to the call to service has 
been strong, and it can get stronger. 
VolunteerMatch, a group that matches vol-
unteers to charities on the USA Freedom 
Corps web page, reports that referrals have 
increased by more than 70 percent over 
last year. 

I want to thank my fellow Americans for 
answering the call to service, because 
Americans in record numbers are now 
being directed to local service opportuni-
ties. Since the State of the Union Address, 
more than 66,000 people have requested 
applications for the Peace Corps—66,000. 
Applications to join AmeriCorps are up by 
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nearly 90 percent. More than 45,000 Amer-
icans have signed up to participate in the 
new Citizen Corps. And visits to the Senior 
Corps web site have increased by almost 
60 percent. 

Individuals and nonprofit organizations 
and businesses have stepped forward to 
offer pledges and new commitments and 
ways in which citizens can meet the 2-year 
call. Businesses are offering employees an-
nual paid leave to perform community serv-
ice. I think it’s a movement that’s just be-
ginning here in the country, and I want 
to thank those corporate leaders who un-
derstand that responsibility not only to 
shareholders is important, but responsibility 
to communities in which they exist is equal-
ly as important. 

We’re looking for ways to make service 
count positively in getting a job. In other 
words, corporate America views that as an 
important part of a complete employee. 
Promoting service is really what corporate 
responsibility means. 

The United States Congress is also meet-
ing its responsibilities. Congress is pro-
viding $25 million this year to support Cit-
izen Corps so that Americans can be 
trained in emergency response and can 
support first-responders. Good progress is 
being made to renew the promise of the 
Peace Corps and double the number of 
volunteers over the next 5 years. 

I hope Congress will soon pass, so I can 
sign into law, the bipartisan ‘‘Citizen Serv-
ice Act,’’ which incorporates many of the 
principles to strengthen and reform na-
tional service programs. It should be an 
interest to Members of Congress that all 
50 Governors also have urged Congress to 
strengthen these important programs. Con-
gress needs to act for the good of service 
for the United States. 

Since January, this Nation has made tre-
mendous progress in serving others; yet I 
fully recognize more needs to be done. 
Today I’m pleased to announce a public 
service advertising campaign, developed 
with the Corporation for National and 

Community Service and the Ad Council. 
This campaign rests on a single, simple 
principle: Everyone can do something. 

And today I’m pleased to unleash the 
TV ads. It’s a private showing, first of its 
kind. [Laughter] This is one part of an ef-
fort that includes radio and print and the 
Internet. To support Americans who will 
respond to the call to service, we are 
launching the new USA Freedom Corps 
Volunteer Network, which is the most com-
prehensive volunteer clearinghouse ever. 
The network connects Americans to service 
opportunities throughout more than 50,000 
organizations, including America’s Promise 
and the National Mentoring Partnership, 
the Points of Light Foundation, SERVEnet, 
and the United Way and VolunteerMatch. 

This network is now accessible through 
the newly redesigned USA Freedom Corps 
web site, usafreedomcorps.gov. If you want 
to serve in a soup kitchen or mentor a 
child in your local community, call up the 
web page, and you can find out where to 
go. If you want to take a full year and 
serve in the Senior Corps, America Corps, 
this is where you can find opportunity to 
do so. If you want to help people overseas 
through the Peace Corps or other organiza-
tions, usafreedomcorps.gov will tell you 
what’s available. 

You know, one of the main reasons peo-
ple give for not volunteering is that no one 
has asked them to do so. I’m asking. An-
other reason is that they don’t know where 
to start. This public service advertising 
campaign will ask Americans to serve, and 
through the USA Freedom Corps web site, 
they have a place to start. 

These ads are important to America. And 
I urge television networks and major affili-
ates and radio stations and newspapers to 
run them. By broadcasting these PSAs, they 
promote the common good for our Nation. 
By broadcasting these PSAs, they will help 
show the world and our fellow Americans 
that out of the evil done to our country 
can come some incredible good. 
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It’s now my pleasure to play four new 
public service announcements featuring 
some fine Americans. I’m not sure Mariano 
Rivera is an American citizen, but he’s a 
fine New York Yankee—[laughter]—Angie 
Harmon, John Glenn, and Bob Dole. So 
now we’ll watch the PSAs. 

[At this point, the public service announce-
ments were shown.] 

The President. I want to thank you all 
for coming. I hope you enjoy a little recep-
tion we’re throwing for you at the State 

Dining Room. But in the meantime, thank 
you for your love for the country. Thank 
you for helping people in need. May God 
bless your work, and may God continue 
to bless America. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:08 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to actress Angie Har-
mon; and former Senators John Glenn and 
Bob Dole. He also referred to H.R. 4854, 
the proposed ‘‘Citizen Service Act of 2002.’’ 

Remarks Following a Cabinet Meeting and an Exchange With Reporters 
July 31, 2002 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
First, I want to condemn in the strongest 
possible terms the attack that took place 
in Israel. There are clearly killers who hate 
the thought of peace and, therefore, are 
willing to take their hatred to all kinds of 
places, including a university. And this 
country condemns that kind of killing, and 
we send our deepest sympathy to the stu-
dents and their families. 

I also want to make it clear to the killers, 
they won’t stop us from rallying the world 
to fight their kind of terror, nor will they 
stop us from having a vision of peace. 

I look forward to continuing to work with 
all responsibility parties in the region, start-
ing to insist that they work with us to stop 
this terror—use all their power to stop or-
ganizations such as Hamas from taking in-
nocent life. And at the same time that we 
do so, we must continue to work to put 
the institutions in place necessary for the 
evolution of a state which can live at peace 
with Israel. 

Secondly, we met today and talked about 
our economy. There is some statistics out 
today that showed our economy continues 
to grow. Second quarter growth was 1.1 
percent. When you combine that with the 

first quarter growth, it’s a 3-percent growth. 
This is a positive trend. We’re heading in 
the right direction, but the growth isn’t 
strong enough, as far as I’m concerned. 

And so I look forward to working with 
Congress to pass a trade bill, a bill which 
will be good for American workers, Amer-
ican farmers, American ranchers. I look for-
ward to working with Congress to pass a 
terrorism insurance bill, a bill which will 
help stimulate construction work, which will 
help our workers, those who build buildings 
and construction people who work on 
projects. I look forward to working with 
Congress to show fiscal restraint when it 
comes to budgeting and spending the tax-
payers’ money. I believe Congress ought 
to make the tax cuts permanent, so our 
small businesses and taxpayers can plan 
with certainty. 

As well, we discussed this Corporate 
Fraud Task Force with the Attorney Gen-
eral, and he and I share the same strong 
commitment to ferret out those who have 
cheated employees and workers and bring 
them to justice, which we will continue to 
do. 

So I appreciate my Cabinet coming and 
sharing ideas about how we can continue 
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the positive trends, so that the people who 
want to find a job can find one here in 
America. 

I’ll answer some questions. Lindlaw 
[Scott Lindlaw, Associated Press]. 

Foreign Tax Havens 
Q. Mr. President, what’s your position 

on American companies moving their head-
quarters to foreign tax havens? Should it 
be outlawed? Did Harken do this while 
you were a director? 

The President. Moving their head-
quarters? 

Q. Yes, to foreign tax—— 
The President. I don’t recall Harken 

moving their headquarters. I think there 
was an issue over a arrangement with Bah-
rain, a drilling venture there, which I op-
posed, as you may recall, when I was a 
director of the company. 

Q. Should the practice be outlawed now? 
The President. I think we ought to look 

at people who are trying to avoid U.S. taxes 
as a problem. I think American companies 
ought to pay taxes here and be a part— 
good citizens. But as far as the Harken 
issue, we’ll try to answer all your questions 
on that. 

Q. Mr. President—— 
The President. Excuse me for a second. 
Q. I’m sorry, sir. 
The President. Yes.

Reform of the Palestinian Authority 
Q. The Jordanian Foreign Minister is 

pressing for a detailed work plan for a Mid-
dle East peace accord. Is this something 
that’s worth pursuing? 

The President. Well, I think it’s inter-
esting. What’s worth pursuing is a detailed 
plan toward achieving these objectives: a 
security force that exists to fight terror, not 
keep certain officials who haven’t been able 
to deliver on the war against terror in of-
fice, a security force that will cooperate 
with people who care about achieving 
peace and will provide security, not only 
for the Palestinians but for the neighbor-

hood; secondly, progress toward the writing 
of a constitution, which will enable a state 
to evolve that is—that will be at peace with 
its neighbor. These institutions, by the way, 
are incredibly important to—because it’s— 
peace is bigger than an individual. There 
needs to be institutions in place that last 
longer than a particular individual. 

And the Palestinians—the voice of the 
Palestinians, those who desire peace, needs 
to be heard. And so reform of these institu-
tions are an incredible part of achieving 
what I believe His Majesty wants, which 
is two states living side by side in peace. 
Eventually there will be a peace con-
ference, but there needs to be steps leading 
up to the peace conference, where all of 
us do our jobs about putting those institu-
tions in place that will lead to peace, so 
that we all have confidence. 

Listen, one of the things that we care 
deeply about is the plight of the Palestinian 
family and Palestinian people. These people 
live in squalor, and they’re poor, and 
they’re downtrodden. And there’s nothing 
more that we’d like to do is to work with 
our friends to provide humanitarian assist-
ance, a strong package of aid to help these 
poor people that have, frankly, been used 
as pawns in the peace process over the 
decades. 

However, it’s so important before we 
spend money that we’re confident the 
money is not going to be stolen, that it 
be—that the anti-corruption reforms be in 
place. So these are all steps necessary, 
Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters], to get to 
where we want to get. 

Yes, Dick [Richard Keil, Bloomberg 
News]. 

Consumer Confidence/National Economy 
Q. Mr. President, are you concerned at 

all that consumer confidence, which came 
in at kind of a low number yesterday, is 
a harbinger of things to come, particularly 
as people watch their stock portfolios erode 
and vanish? Will this make them less likely 
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to spend and put more pressure on the 
recovery? 

The President. I think—look, let me just 
give you my own consumer confidence 
index. I am positive about the—our econ-
omy. I feel very optimistic about it, because 
I look at the facts. And the facts are that 
inflation is low; interest rates low; produc-
tivity is high. We’re going to get a trade 
bill which will help, presuming the Senate 
acts this week. I feel strongly that they’re— 
that having—now it turns out, having been 
through three quarters of negative growth, 
when I first came into office, we’ve had 
three quarters of positive growth. I think 
that’s the right trend, Dick. 

So I’m optimistic about this, and I think 
when the American people take a look at 
the facts and are confident about those 
facts, like I am, they will—they’re going 
to realize we’ve got a bright future ahead 
of us. And I am upbeat. And I think most 
of the people around this table are upbeat 
about the prospects for people being able 
to find work. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:34 a.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. Dur-
ing the exchange, a reporter referred to Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs Marwan Muasher of 
Jordan. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Protocol To Amend the 
International Air Carriage Rules Convention 
July 31, 2002 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith, for Senate advice 

and consent to ratification, the Protocol to 
Amend the Convention for the Unification 
of Certain Rules Relating to International 
Carriage by Air Signed at Warsaw on Octo-
ber 12, 1929, done at The Hague Sep-
tember 28, 1955 (The Hague Protocol). 
The report of the Department of State, in-
cluding an article-by-article analysis, is en-
closed for the information of the Senate 
in connection with its consideration of The 
Hague Protocol. 

The Warsaw Convention is the first in 
a series of treaties relating to international 
carriage by air. The Hague Protocol 
amended certain of the Warsaw Convention 
articles, including several affecting the 
rights of carriers of international air cargo. 
A recent court decision held that since the 
United States had ratified the Warsaw Con-
vention but had not ratified The Hague 
Protocol, and the Republic of Korea had 
ratified The Hague Protocol but had not 
ratified the Warsaw Convention, there were 

no relevant treaty relations between the 
United States and Korea. This decision has 
created uncertainty within the air transpor-
tation industry regarding the scope of treaty 
relations between the United States and the 
78 countries that are parties only to the 
Warsaw Convention and The Hague Pro-
tocol. Thus, U.S. carriers may not be able 
to rely on the provisions in the Protocol 
with respect to claims arising from the 
transportation of air cargo between the 
United States and those 78 countries. In 
addition to quickly affording U.S. carriers 
the protections of those provisions, ratifica-
tion of the Protocol would establish rela-
tions with Korea and the five additional 
countries (El Salvador, Grenada, Lithuania, 
Monaco, and Swaziland) that are parties 
only to The Hague Protocol and to no 
other treaty on the subject. 

A new Convention for the Unification 
of Certain Rules for International Carriage 
by Air, done at Montreal May 28, 1999 
(the ‘‘Montreal Convention’’) is pending on 
the Senate’s Executive calendar (Treaty 
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Doc. 106–45). I urge the Senate to give 
its advice and consent to that Convention, 
which will ultimately establish modern, uni-
form liability rules applicable to inter-
national air transport of passengers, cargo, 
and mail among its parties. But the incre-
mental pace of achieving widespread adop-
tion of the Montreal Convention should not 
be allowed to delay the benefits that ratifi-
cation of The Hague Protocol would afford 
U.S. carriers of cargo to and from the 84 

countries with which it would promptly 
enter into force. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to The Hague 
Protocol and that the Senate give its advice 
and consent to ratification. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
July 31, 2002. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to Iraq 
July 30, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. In accordance with 
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice, stating that the Iraq emergency is to 
continue in effect beyond August 2, 2002, 
to the Federal Register for publication. The 
most recent notice continuing this emer-
gency was published in the Federal Register 
on August 1, 2001, (66 Fed Reg. 40105). 

The crisis between the United States and 
Iraq that led to the declaration of a national 
emergency on August 2, 1990, has not been 
resolved. The Government of Iraq con-
tinues to engage in activities inimical to 

stability in the Middle East and hostile to 
U.S. interests. Such Iraqi actions pose a 
continuing unusual and extraordinary threat 
to the national security and foreign policy 
of the United States. For these reasons, 
I have determined that it is necessary to 
continue the national emergency declared 
with respect to Iraq and to maintain in 
force the broad authorities necessary to 
apply economic pressure on the Govern-
ment of Iraq. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives; and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Au-
gust 1. The notice of July 30 is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume. 
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Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the National 
Emergency With Respect to Iraq 
July 30, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-
month periodic report prepared by my Ad-
ministration on the national emergency 
with respect to Iraq that was declared in 
Executive Order 12722 of August 2, 1990. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives; and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Au-
gust 1. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the National 
Emergency With Respect to Libya 
July 30, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-
month periodic report prepared by my Ad-
ministration on the national emergency 
with respect to Libya that was declared in 
Executive Order 12543 of January 1986. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives; and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Au-
gust 1. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the National 
Emergency With Respect to Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt the 
Middle East Peace Process 
July 31, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-
month periodic report prepared by my Ad-

ministration on the national emergency 
with respect to terrorists who threaten to 
disrupt the Middle East peace process that 
was declared in Executive Order 12947 of 
January 23, 1995. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den- dent of the Senate. This letter was released 
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep- by the Office of the Press Secretary on Au-
resentatives; and Richard B. Cheney, Presi- gust 1. 

Remarks Prior to Discussions With King Abdullah II of Jordan and an 
Exchange With Reporters 
August 1, 2002 

President Bush. Before I welcome His 
Majesty back to the Oval Office, we will 
take two questions apiece after our opening 
statements. 

First, Your Majesty, welcome back. I 
look forward to a good and fruitful discus-
sion about our common interests. Obvi-
ously, your neighborhood is still a dan-
gerous place. Today in America we mourn 
the loss of American lives. My prayers and 
sympathies go to the loved ones of those 
who were killed by terrorists who must hate 
the thought of peace, who must firmly be-
lieve that violence is the best hope for 
mankind in that part of the world, a con-
cept I strongly reject. It’s a concept that 
is just foreign to peace. And therefore, the 
first thing we must do is to work hard 
as a team to uphold our responsibilities and 
fight off terrorist activities that kill innocent 
life. 

I look forward to talking to His Majesty 
about how to move the foundations of 
peace, the prospects of peace forward in 
the Middle East. That’s going to, of course, 
be discussions about a security force in the 
Palestinian territory that will be able to 
help deal with those who want to destroy 
the prospects for peace. I want to thank 
His Majesty for working with CIA Director 
Tenet to strategize about how to best help 
the Palestinians have a more secure future. 

We’ll also be talking about the plight of 
the Palestinian people, how sad it is that 
for too long the Palestinians have suffered. 
They’ve been pawns in the game of foreign 
policy, and we want to help them. 

It’s going to be very important for us 
as we go forward to have confidence, how-
ever, in the Palestinian government that 
emerges. We want to have confidence that 
the money that we eventually will spend 
to help the Palestinian people is spent on 
the people. We want to have confidence 
that those who emerge to lead the Pales-
tinian people are—long for peace and want 
to coexist side by side in peace with Israel. 

And so, Your Majesty, welcome back. I 
look forward to a good and fruitful discus-
sion. 

King Abdullah. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. Again, it’s a delight to be back with 
you here, especially to discuss your tremen-
dous commitment to bring peace and sta-
bility to our region. You have really given 
us hope that once and for all we will be 
able to move forward as Arabs and Israelis, 
to be able to live in harmony and have 
a tremendous future. 

We’re here, obviously, to discuss how we 
can best move the process forward, but 
again, the President’s very strong commit-
ment to assist alleviating the suffering of 
the Palestinian people, which is of tremen-
dous importance, and we’re very grateful 
for that. So I’m looking forward to—— 

President Bush. Thanks. 
King Abdullah. ——fruitful discussions. 
President Bush. Barry [Barry Schweid, 

Associated Press]. 

American Victims of Hebrew University 
Bombing 

Q. Mr. President, with American victims 
now—and of course, you’ve touched on 
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this, and I’m sure I know how you feel 
about it—but does this raise the war on 
terrorism to a new level? Is there some-
thing the U.S. must do to respond to the 
murder of Americans now? 

President Bush. Well, Barry, we are re-
sponding to the murder of Americans. 
We’re responding all across the globe to 
murders of Americans. We responded in 
Afghanistan to murders. We responded in 
the Philippines. We will—we’re responding 
by working with our Arab friends and 
Israel, of course, to track these people 
down. The war on terror is fought on many 
fronts. And I just—I cannot speak strongly 
enough about how we must collectively get 
after those who kill in the name of some 
kind of false religion. 

I just—I grieve for all people whose lives 
are taken by terrorist activities. I’m particu-
larly sad today because of the American 
families who cry today, weep at the loss 
of a loved one, because there’s some fanatic 
who believes that killing innocent life is 
positive. It’s incredibly negative. 

And so, yes, Barry, we’re committed to 
the war on terror and to fighting the war 
on terror and to winning the war on terror. 
And this bombing in Israel showed how 
tough it’s going to be, but this country is 
tough and united and strong, Your Majesty. 

Middle East Plan for Peace/Palestine 
Liberation Organization 

Q. Mr. President, you’ve recently articu-
lated your vision for peace in the Middle 
East. However, an action plan is still need-
ed to be crystallized. 

President Bush. Yes. 
Q. So, you know, is there any framework 

for such a plan? And what are the guaran-
tees that both sides would be committed 
to that plan? 

President Bush. Well, first of all, I’m 
committed to peace; that’s—I can speak for 
myself. And I’m committed to a vision of 
two states respecting each other, two states 
living side by side in peace. Secondly, there 

is an action plan going forward, and that’s 
what I’m going to review with His Majesty. 

Step one is to develop a security force 
that actually serves the people, not a par-
ticular leader. The security force must be 
designed to fight off terror, not designed 
to serve the whims and interests of a— 
of one person. 

Secondly, we’ve got to work together to 
develop a constitution, so that the institu-
tions of a new state are bigger than any 
one person. And that’s very important. 

Thirdly, that we’ve got to make sure that 
there is the capacity for the Palestinian Au-
thority to spend money in a way that— 
and account for money in a transparent 
way that will give us all confidence that 
when we try to help the Palestinian people, 
the money goes to the people. 

At the same time, as I mentioned in 
my talks, I do believe that we can get to 
a so-called conference within the 3-year pe-
riod of time. But before—what has to hap-
pen is, we must have confidence in a state. 

Now, there are some who will say, ‘‘Well, 
you know, there’s only one person that 
could conceivably make this happen from 
the Palestinian side.’’ I just simply don’t 
believe that. I believe there’s all kinds of 
brilliant and smart and capable Palestinians 
that, given the chance, given a chance to 
emerge—and by the way, people com-
mitted to peace—and given the chance to 
articulate that vision of peace, will do so. 

And I look forward to working on this— 
on the vision. It’s the right vision. It will 
lead to peace. 

All parties have responsibilities, by the 
way, and we will continue to insist that 
people uphold their responsibilities. 

Yes, Patsy [Patricia Wilson, Reuters]. 

Hebrew University Bombing 
Q Mr. President, thank you. I can’t see 

you there. Israel has said it will respond 
militarily to yesterday’s attacks. Do you sup-
port this, and is it the right thing to do 
at this time? 
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President Bush. Israel must defend her-
self, but as I say to all parties involved, 
we must keep the vision of peace in mind. 
We must be committed to peace. We must 
understand that the consequences we take 
to make the area more secure also must 
be—these decisions to make the area more 
secure must be made in the context of 
peace for the long run. 

And I’m just as angry as Israel is right 
now. I’m furious that innocent life is lost. 
However, through my fury, even though 
I am mad, I still believe peace is possible. 
And I will—and I know that we can im-
prove the conditions of everybody in the 
region by working toward a vision that is 
hopeful and optimistic and not letting the 
terrorists destroy the possibility for peace. 

King Abdullah. Mr. President. I have to 
support the President’s vision that he does 
understand that, the suffering that Israelis 
and Palestinians and Arabs are going 
through in the Middle East. And what has 
been so reassuring to me is that the Presi-
dent has the commitment to work very 
hard with his Government to give the hope 
for Arabs and Israelis to be able to move 
to the future. 

And we have always been working very 
closely with the President, and he does 
have the courage and conviction to stand 
up for the hope that we’ve all had in him 
and his Government to bring peace and 
prosperity to the Middle East. And we’re 
very grateful for your position on that. 

President Bush. Have you got a final 
question? 

Regime Change in Iraq 
Q Mr. President, you seem to—the two 

of you seem to disagree on Iraq. Are you 
going to discuss those disagreements? And 
could you maybe elucidate on those dis-
agreements? 

President Bush. Well, I appreciate that, 
John [John Cochran, ABC News]. The pol-
icy of my Government, our Government, 
of this administration, is regime change— 
for a reason. Saddam Hussein is a man 
who poisons his own people, who threatens 
his neighbors, who develops weapons of 
mass destruction. And I will assure His 
Majesty, like I have in the past, we’re look-
ing at all options, the use of all tools. I’m 
a patient man, but I haven’t changed my 
opinion since the last time he was in the 
Oval Office. And one of the things we will 
do is consult with our friends, but he just 
needs to know how I feel. He knows how 
I feel, I have had the opportunity and the 
honor of explaining that to him before. And 
he’ll find out I haven’t changed my mind. 

King Abdullah. All I’d like to say is that, 
again, what I’ve found from day one with 
the President is, he understands the bigger 
picture and that at the end of the day, 
peace and stability for the Middle East has 
been at the forefront of his mind. And so 
we have many areas where we find com-
mon base to be able to move the region 
forward. 

President Bush. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. 
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Remarks in a Telephone Conversation With Senate Leaders 
August 1, 2002 

[The conversation is joined in progress.] 

Trade Promotion Authority Legislation 
The President. Chairman Baucus, and 

Grassley—— 
Senator Charles E. Grassley. We’re here. 
The President. And I understand Trent 

Lott is there as well. 
Senator Trent Lott. Yes, Mr. President. 
The President. Well, thank you three very 

much for your leadership. I want to con-
gratulate you all for achieving an historic— 
historic moment in our Nation, because 
what you all have done is, you’ve made 
it much more likely somebody is going to 
be able to find work, and some farmer is 
going to be able to sell his product, and 
some nation is going to be able to trade 
with us, which will help lift them out of 
poverty. 

I want to congratulate you very much 
for your fine work, on your bipartisan ef-
fort. Max and Chuck worked well together, 
and I’m just calling to congratulate you and 
thank you, for a grateful nation. 

Senator Lott. Mr. President, this is Trent. 
I want to thank you for your leadership. 
You came to town saying this is something 
we needed to do; we needed to give this 
authority back to our President. And be-
cause you continued to push for it and em-
phasize what it will mean to American fam-
ilies and workers and farmers and ranchers 
and business men and women, we got it 
done. 

And I want to say that I certainly agree 
when you give credit to Chairman Baucus 
and to Senator Grassley. They were very 
persistent. They worked with our House 
colleagues. Bill Thomas obviously did a 
great job. And your representatives here, 
Secretary Evans and Ambassador Zoellick, 
they were there, many times at all hours. 
Sometimes we were trying to bait them, 
but they did a great job. [Laughter] And 

I think this is a great moment for our coun-
try, and we can get back into promoting 
trade worldwide. 

The President. Well, we really can. 
Thanks for saying that, Trent. I appre-
ciate—it’s a team effort, and the House 
gets a lot of credit, and Max and Bill 
Thomas stayed up late one night and got 
it done. 

Senator Max Baucus. That’s right, Mr. 
President, though I must say it was more 
than one night, regrettably. [Laughter] 

The President. Well, that’s why they’ve 
got August breaks. 

Senator Baucus. Mr. President, you’re 
our leader here. You got us going, and we 
all deeply appreciate that. I think this legis-
lation is going to help restore American 
trade prestige worldwide, something we 
desperately needed. It also will help give 
the economy a boost. And third, it will 
help protect American workers displaced by 
trade and help build that consensus, for 
that is so needed for strong, aggressive 
trade legislation to open markets overseas 
for America. 

I want to thank you so much for your 
strong, bipartisan approach to this. And I 
might say, Mr. President, we’ve now given 
you the authority, so we’re kind of expect-
ing you to kind of help negotiate these 
really good, strong trade agreements. 

The President. Well, I—— 
Senator Baucus. And when you do, we’re 

going to be there backing you up to help 
to make them as strong as they can be. 

The President. Thanks, Max. I accept it. 
You’ve got Zoellick sitting right there. Of 
course, he’s going to be our point man 
on trade, and he now—he’s got his running 
shoes on. He’s going to hit the ground run-
ning to bring us some good trade agree-
ments, and I appreciate that very much. 

1333 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00182 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.004 193761

Aug. 1 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

Senator Baucus. Mr. President, I’ll give 
you time to think about this, but do you 
have a nickname for this trade bill? 

The President. Not yet. [Laughter] 
Senator Baucus. I’m sure you will a little 

later on. 
The President. Not yet, Maxie. 
Senator Baucus. Okay. 
Senator Lott. This is a jobs bill, isn’t it? 
The President. It’s a jobs bill. 
Senator Baucus. Okay. 
The President. It sure is. How’s Senator 

Grassley doing? Are you there, Senator? 
Senator Grassley. Yes. Well, for sure, this 

is going to put America in the middle of 
all of the free trade agreements now that 
are being negotiated. And the United States 
won’t be left out, as we have been so much 
of the 190 that have been approved. But 
most importantly, I appreciate your rec-
ognition—and I know you know it, but I’m 
glad you said it as well—the bipartisanship 
that you have to have to get anything done 

in the United States Senate. And that tradi-
tion is no stronger on any issue than on 
trade. 

And working with Senator Baucus to 
make this happen has been a real privilege, 
and working with you as well. So thanks 
to both of you for your leadership. 

The President. Well, thank you all very 
much. I’m proud of you. I look forward 
to signing the bill soon. And I look forward 
to bringing some trade agreements back to 
the Congress that will help workers and 
farmers and ranchers. 

So, good work. You did your jobs. Go 
on home and take a break now. 

Senator Grassley. You bet. 
Senator Baucus. Thank you, Mr. Presi-

dent. 
The President. Thank you all. Bye-bye. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:05 p.m. from 
the Oval Office at the White House. 

Statement on Senate Action on Trade Promotion Authority Legislation 
August 1, 2002 

The Senate’s bipartisan passage of trade 
promotion authority completes an accom-
plishment that has eluded Congress since 
1994 and is a major victory on behalf of 
working Americans. With TPA, we will 
open markets to create high-paying jobs 
and provide new opportunities for Amer-

ica’s farmers and workers. I thank the 
House and Senate for passing TPA so that 
we can work together to advance America’s 
free trade agenda. With this important tool, 
we will promote prosperity in the United 
States, progress in our hemisphere, and 
freedom throughout the world. 

Statement on Senate Action on Defense Appropriations Legislation 
August 1, 2002 

I applaud the Senate for answering my 
call to quickly pass the Defense appropria-
tions bill. With our Nation at war, it is 
imperative that we address the important 
priority of ensuring that our troops have 
the resources they need. I urge the House 

and Senate to resolve their differences 
promptly and send a bill to my desk in 
early September. 
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Remarks on Legislative Accomplishments 
August 2, 2002 

The President. August was a month of 
accomplishment here in Washington. Today 
I signed a supplemental which provided 
needed money for our military, money for 
the ongoing war on terror, and money for 
homeland security. 

Next week I’m going to sign a trade pro-
motion authority bill, which is very impor-
tant for American workers. Today the statis-
tics are out that show that the unemploy-
ment rate is holding steady. We’ve got a 
lot of work to do to make sure people 
can find work, and this trade bill is going 
to help a lot. It’s going to help our ranch-
ers. It’s going to help our farmers. It’s 
going to help people find jobs. 

I signed a bill that says loud and clear 
that if you try to fudge the numbers, if 
you’re a CEO of an American corporation 
and you don’t tell the truth, you’ll be held 
to account. 

And when you look at these accomplish-
ments and you couple them with the tax 
cuts, the education bill, the brownfields leg-
islation, it goes to show what is possible 

The President’s Radio Address 
August 3, 2002 

Good morning. We’ve had a month of 
accomplishment in Washington. Congress 
acted on several important proposals to 
strengthen our national security and our 
homeland security and our economic secu-
rity. Republicans and Democrats worked in 
a spirit of unity and purpose that I hope 
to see more of in the fall. 

I requested more money for our military 
and for our homeland security, and Con-
gress provided crucial funding to continue 
military operations, to train and equip med-
ics, police officers, and firefighters around 

when people in this town set aside politics 
and focus on doing what’s right for the 
American people. It goes to show that 
when we put our partisanship aside, when 
people stop all the yelling and hollering 
and finger-pointing and say, ‘‘How can we 
help the American people,’’ we can get a 
lot done in this town. 

I pledge to the American people, I’ll 
continue leading Washington by defusing 
all the ugly talk, by keeping big goals in 
mind, by always remembering we’re here 
to represent the American people. 

I hope you all have a fine weekend. I 
look forward to seeing you on Monday, and 
then I’ll be signing that trade bill on Tues-
day. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House prior 
to his departure for Kennebunkport, ME. A 
tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks. 

America, and to support the Coast Guard 
operations that protect our ports and coasts. 

I proposed tough new standards for cor-
porate executives and accountants and in-
creased penalties for fraud and abuse. Con-
gress responded with strong corporate ac-
countability reforms, which I signed into 
law on Tuesday. And we are rigorously en-
forcing the laws against corporate crimes 
with new arrests just this week. 

For nearly a year and a half, I’ve been 
pressing Congress for trade promotion au-
thority so I can aggressively push for open 
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trade with other nations. This week, the 
Senate followed the lead of the House by 
giving me that authority, which I will sign 
into law next week. Expanded trade will 
mean more business for America’s farmers 
and ranchers and manufacturers, better 
buys for American consumers, and good 
jobs for America’s workers. 

Together, we made significant progress 
on national priorities. Yet, when Congress 
returns from its summer recess, important 
work remains. In March, I urged Congress 
in a time of war to pass the defense budget 
first. After 4 months, the House and the 
Senate have acted on their own bills, but 
they have not sent me a final bill that works 
out their differences. When the Congress 
returns in September, its first priority 
should be to complete the defense budget 
so our military can plan for and pay for 
the war on terror and all the missions that 
lie ahead. 

The Senate should also act quickly to 
pass a bill authorizing the new Department 
of Homeland Security, which it failed to 
do before the recess. This Department will 
consolidate dozens of Federal agencies 
charged with protecting our homeland, giv-
ing them one main focus, protecting the 
American people. And when we create this 
Department, the new Secretary of Home-
land Security will need the freedom and 
flexibility to respond to threats by getting 
the right people into the right jobs at the 
right time, without a lot of bureaucratic 
hurdles. The Senate must understand that 
the protection of our homeland is much 
more important than the narrow politics of 
special interests. 

Congress should also act to strengthen 
the economic security of all Americans. The 
Senate must pass reforms to protect work-
ers’ savings and investments and reform 

Medicare to include prescription drug ben-
efits. Both Houses must reach a consensus 
on final terrorism insurance legislation to 
spur building projects and create construc-
tion jobs. And they must agree on a com-
prehensive energy bill that will increase 
production and promote conservation and 
reduce our dependence on foreign energy 
sources. 

And as we work to strengthen America’s 
economy, we must remember Americans 
who are struggling. The Senate should fol-
low the House’s lead and pass welfare re-
form that encourages work and promotes 
strong families. And they should pass legis-
lation to promote the vital work of private 
and religious charities and helping dis-
advantaged children and people struggling 
with addiction, the homeless and many oth-
ers. 

I know, in the fall of an election year, 
the tendency is to focus more on scoring 
political points than on making progress. 
I hope the Congress will reject this ap-
proach. In the last month we’ve proven 
how much we can get done when everyone 
in Washington works together on behalf of 
the American people. Come September, I 
look forward to working with the Repub-
licans and Democrats to build on that 
progress. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:04 
a.m. on August 2 in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. 
on August 3. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
August 2 but was embargoed for release until 
the broadcast. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address. 
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Remarks at a Reception for Senator Susan Collins in Prout’s Neck, Maine 
August 3, 2002 

Thank you all very much. Please be seat-
ed. Well, thank you all very much for that 
wonderful welcome. This probably is the 
first political event I’ve ever traveled to by 
boat. [Laughter] And I want to thank the 
boat’s captain, ‘‘Number 41.’’ You’re never 
supposed to drive a boat wearing a tie. 
[Laughter] That’s why he doesn’t have one 
on. [Laughter] 

But as you can see, we—the best of our 
family isn’t with us. My mother is back 
there in Kennebunkport, and the great 
First Lady of the United States is in Texas. 
But if they were here, I can assure you, 
they would say what I’m about to say, that 
Susan Collins is a great United States Sen-
ator, and Maine needs to send her back 
to the Senate. 

Both of us are really proud to be here 
to campaign on her behalf. We want to 
thank you all very much for helping her. 
We—I urge you to make sure that you 
continue working for her. For those of you 
who lick the envelopes and make the phone 
calls and put out the signs and turn out 
the vote, get your uniforms on, because 
you win in all States, but particularly in 
Maine, through grassroots politics. You win 
because you energize the voters. You win 
because you remind the people of what 
a fine person you have as a United States 
Senator. So thank you for what you have 
done on behalf of Susan Collins, and as 
importantly, thank you for what you’re 
going to do to make sure this fine lady 
returns back to the United States Senate. 

And I appreciate her mother and dad 
driving all this way. It is a long way. 
[Laughter] That’s a 51⁄2 hour drive. But 
it’s wonderful to meet the Collins family, 
all of them. And it says something to me 
that, you know, Mom and Dad and broth-
ers are willing to stand by their sister and/ 
or child to do whatever it takes to help 
out. To me, that’s what family is all about, 

and I appreciate so very much the Collins 
family for being here today, and thank you 
for supporting your little girl. 

Maine’s got two fantastic United States 
Senators. Olympia Snowe is a capable lady. 
Olympia and Susan make a formidable 
team on behalf of the citizens of Maine, 
and it would be wise for Maine not to 
break that team up. It would be wise for 
the people of this State to make sure that 
they send somebody back to Washington 
who understands that, to get things done, 
you’ve got to work with people of both 
parties and who solidly rejects, like I reject, 
the same old, tired politics of tearing some-
body down to get ahead. 

Susan Collins, she’s a breath of fresh air 
in Washington, DC. She’s kind of an inde-
pendent thinker, I might add. [Laughter] 
I don’t do everything she says. [Laughter] 
She doesn’t do everything I say. [Laughter] 
But she’s an ally, and I’m proud to call 
her friend. 

I want to thank very much Steven Joyce 
and Kevin Raye for tossing their hats in 
the ring. Steven is running for the Con-
gress, Maine 1; and Kevin is running for 
Congress, Maine 2. Thank you all for com-
ing. We hope you win. We look forward 
to seeing you in Washington—appreciate it. 

It’s nice to be here with the next Gov-
ernor of the State of Maine, Peter 
Cianchette. I want to thank the party offi-
cials who are here. I want to thank Kathy 
Watson, who’s the chairwoman of the Re-
publican Party of Maine—Kathy, thank you 
for your hard work—and Jan Martens Sta-
ples, who’s the national committeewoman. 

I want you to know that in Washington, 
they’ve got a lot of pretty good talkers, 
you know, people who can give a fine 
speech. But somehow, behind all the rhet-
oric, they don’t get much done. That’s not 
the way Susan Collins is. She gets a lot 
done. Let me talk to you about a couple 
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of issues that’s dear to her heart and dear 
to mine. 

First of all, we passed a really good edu-
cation bill this year. It was called No Child 
Left Behind. And the reason why it was 
called that is because Susan and I believe 
that when we get it right, that we can make 
sure no child gets left behind in America. 
It means we’ve got to set high standards 
and high expectations for every child who 
lives in America. It means we’ve got to 
trust the local people to run the schools, 
that we understand that you’re not going 
to have quality education if you try to run 
the public schools out of Washington, DC. 
And it means you’ve got to hold people 
to account by insisting upon measuring. 

See, we want to know. We want to know 
whether every child is learning how to read 
and write and add and subtract. And if 
not, we’re going to blow the whistle on 
failure. If not, we’re going to insist that 
people change. This business about shuf-
fling children through the schools has got 
to end in America, to make sure no child 
is left behind. And Susan Collins under-
stands that. 

An integral part of the education bill was 
what we call Reading First. It’s a national 
focus on making sure that every child— 
not a few but every child—learns how to 
read. And Susan Collins put her stamp on 
one of the most important education bills 
in our Nation’s history by leading the 
charge for the Reading First Initiative. The 
people of Maine owe her a debt of grati-
tude, and so do the people of America, 
for this piece of legislation. I want to thank 
you, Susan. 

And I appreciate her work on making 
sure our seniors are well treated. Susan 
insists, like I insist, that the Medicare pro-
gram be modernized. We recognize the 
Medicare program has fulfilled a mission, 
but it’s old, and it’s stale, and it’s tired, 
and it’s not doing its job for our seniors. 
Medicine has changed, but Medicare 
hasn’t. And we need to make sure that 
we’ve got prescription drug coverage as a 

part of Medicare for every senior in Amer-
ica, and Susan Collins is leading the charge. 

We just passed a good piece of legislation 
that says to corporate America, if you cheat, 
if you fudge the books, if you don’t tell 
the truth, we’re going to hold you account-
able. And Susan Collins was a part of that 
legislation. And you need to know we’re 
going to investigate them, and we’re going 
to arrest them, and we’re going to pros-
ecute those who have broken their trust 
with shareholders, employees, and the 
American public. And I want to appreciate 
your work on that bill, Susan. 

And I appreciate your understanding that 
Government doesn’t create wealth. That’s 
not the role of Government. The role of 
Government is to create an environment 
in which the entrepreneur can flourish, in 
which small businesses can grow to be big 
businesses. Our role is to make sure the 
climate for economic growth is strong, and 
it is. Interest rates are low. We’ve got good 
monetary policy. I can assure you, I will 
use the veto, if necessary, to make sure 
we don’t overspend in Washington, DC. 

We just passed a trade bill for the first 
time in a long time. I want to thank Susan 
for her support on that trade bill. Opening 
up markets for American goods, for prod-
ucts produced in Maine, for agricultural 
products produced in this State, is good 
for workers. It’s so important that we not 
wall ourselves off from the rest of the 
world. It’s important that we be confident. 
And when you’re good at something, you 
ought to promote it. And we’re good at 
a lot of things in America, and we need 
to be selling our goods and services all 
across the world. I want to thank the Sen-
ate and the House for giving me trade pro-
motion authority. I’m going to sign the bill 
on Tuesday, and this bill will be good for 
American workers. 

There’s some other things we can do 
when the Senate and the House gets back. 
We need to pass a terrorism insurance bill 
to make sure that large construction 
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projects can go forward. We want our hard-
hats working in America. We want our 
working people out there. We want there 
to be jobs. And the Senate and the House 
needs to act. They need to think about 
workers, not about trial lawyers, when it 
comes to passing good pieces of legislation 
like the terrorism insurance bill. 

And you know something, it turns out 
Vice President Cheney was right. He said, 
when we first got here, it looked like we 
might be in a recession. Of course, some 
people didn’t appreciate him saying that. 
And then all of a sudden, the statistics 
came out recently, which showed that the 
first three quarters of my administration 
were negative growth. We did, in fact, in-
herit an economic slowdown. 

And thank goodness, thank goodness I 
convinced the Congress to let the people 
keep more of their own money. Thank 
goodness we had a tax cut. There are some 
people in Washington that read a different 
textbook than Susan and I do. They think 
if you raise people’s taxes, it’s going to be 
good for the economy. What we believe 
is that when you let somebody have their 
own money, keep their own money, it 
means they’re going to demand a good and 
a service. And when somebody demands 
a good or a service, somebody is going to 
produce the good or service. And if some-
body produces a good or a service, it means 
somebody is going to be able to find work. 
That’s what that means. For the good of 
the American economy, we need to make 
the tax cuts permanent. 

One of the worst taxes we have in Amer-
ica is the death tax. The death tax taxes 
a person’s assets more than once. You 
know, some of us are worried about people 
being forced to sell their farms or their 
ranches because of the death tax. And so 
the Senate did a smart thing, and the 
House did a smart thing. It repealed the 
death tax. But because of a quirk in the 
law, because of the Senate rules, the death 
tax comes back to life after 10 years. It 
is important to get rid of this tax once 

and for all. It’s important for the small-
business owners in America; it’s important 
to ranchers and farmers to permanently re-
peal the death tax. 

The economic security of our people is 
a vital issue, and I will continue to work 
with Congress to make sure we pass need-
ed legislation to keep our economy grow-
ing. Listen, anytime anybody who wants to 
work can’t find work, we’ve got a problem, 
as far as I’m concerned. So when Congress 
gets back, we’ll continue to talk about ways 
to make sure that the environment for eco-
nomic growth is strong and viable. 

We’ve also got a significant issue, obvi-
ously. The biggest issue that I confront is 
to make sure the homeland is secure. The 
biggest issue, the biggest challenge that we 
face, the President and the Congress, is 
to prevent the killers from taking American 
life again. That’s the biggest challenge. 

And you need to know—you need to 
know there’s some fine people in your Gov-
ernment doing everything they can to run 
down any hint or any lead, any evidence 
whatsoever, to make sure that they don’t 
hit us again. It’s a big chore. But there 
are a lot of fine Americans working hard 
to enable me to say that we’re doing every-
thing we can to protect you. 

But there’s something else we need to 
do. We need to reorganize our Government 
to make sure that the homeland security 
function is the number one priority of 
many of our Federal agencies. You see, 
right now in Washington, there’s over 100 
agencies involved with the defense of our 
homeland. They’re scattered everywhere. It 
makes it awfully difficult to hold anybody 
accountable. 

And so for the sake of changing the cul-
ture of many agencies, for the sake of in-
sisting that the homeland security is the 
number one priority, I’ve asked Congress 
to reorganize much of our Government 
under one Cabinet agency called the office 
for homeland security. It is vital Congress 
gets it right. The House passed a good 
bill. I have listened to some of the Senate 
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debate. They seem to think that political 
turf is more important than the security 
of the homeland. I will not accept a bill 
that doesn’t allow me to adequately manage 
people and resources to better protect the 
homeland. The Senate must not protect 
their own turf. They must work to protect 
the American people. 

But the best way to protect the home-
land is to hunt the killers down one by 
one and bring them to justice. And that’s 
what we’re going to do. And they’re out 
there, and they’re tough, but not as tough 
as the United States of America. You’ve 
got to understand the nature of the enemy. 
They hate freedom. They hate the fact that 
we worship freely in America. They can’t 
stand the thought that we have open de-
bate, that we have a free press. They hate 
everything we stand for, and therefore, 
they’re relentless. But so are we—so are 
we. 

You know, this is a different kind of war. 
I’m standing up here with a great World 
War II veteran. In those days, they would 
occupy battlegrounds, and they would move 
tanks across fields and formation of aircraft. 
This is a different kind of war. This is the 
first war of the 21st century. This is a war 
where the so-called leaders of the enemy 
send youngsters to their death, and they, 
themselves, hide in caves. Oh, sometimes 
they group up, and when they do, they 
pay a significant price. 

But this is a war that’s going to require 
a different way of thinking. It means we’ve 
got to have the best intelligence in the 
world. It means we’ve got to—and we 
will—maintain a vast coalition of freedom-
loving countries and make sure the doc-
trine, ‘‘Either you’re with us, or you’re with 
the enemy,’’ sticks. This is the kind of war 
where sometimes you’ll see our victories, 
and sometimes you won’t. It’s an inter-
national manhunt, is what it is. And we’ve 
got them on the run, and we’re going to 
keep them on the run. And so, as long 
as I’m the President of the United States, 

we’re going to run them down one by one, 
in order for America to be free. 

And we’re making progress. We’re mak-
ing progress. We’ve captured—and I say 
‘‘we;’’ it’s not just America. I can point to 
country after country that has responded 
to our call. We’ve captured over a couple 
thousand of their leaders, of their combat-
ants, and just about as many weren’t quite 
as lucky. Our strategy is clear. I say this 
as often as I can: If you harbor a terrorist, 
you’re just as guilty as the terrorist. And 
the Taliban know exactly what I’m talking 
about now. 

And I want the youngsters here to un-
derstand that your great Nation did not 
go into Afghanistan to conquer anybody. 
We went into Afghanistan to liberate—to 
liberate a people from the clutches of the 
most barbaric regime in history, in modern 
history. And we did. 

But we’ve got a lot of work to do, and 
we’re going to do it. I asked the Congress 
for the largest increase in defense spending 
since Ronald Reagan was the President. 
And thanks to leaders such as Susan Col-
lins, the Senate voted, and the House 
voted, significant increases. And now, when 
they get back, for the good of the war 
and for the good of the country, they need 
to reconcile their differences and get a de-
fense appropriations bill on my desk as 
soon as possible. 

But Susan understands what I under-
stand. She supported this increase in de-
fense spending because anytime we commit 
an American service man or woman into 
harm’s way, they deserve the best pay, the 
best training, the best equipment possible. 

And secondly, it’s a signal to our friends 
and it’s a signal to the enemy that we’re 
not quitting. There’s not a calendar on my 
desk that says, oh, by such-and-such a day, 
you’ve got to quit, Mr. President. When 
it comes to our freedom, America doesn’t 
quit. When it comes to upholding our obli-
gation to future citizens of our country, we 
don’t quit. When it comes to chasing down 
people who would harm Americans, we 
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don’t quit, much to the chagrin of the 
enemy. 

Our task and our responsibility to history 
is more than just an Al Qaida network. 
We owe it to the future of civilization not 
to allow the world’s worst leaders to de-
velop and deploy and therefore blackmail 
free, loving countries with the world’s worst 
weapons. I’m a patient man. I’m a patient 
man. I’ve got a lot of tools at my disposal. 
But I can assure you, I understand history 
has called us into action, and this country 
will defend freedom no matter what the 
cost. 

I believe strongly that out of the evil 
done to America will come incredible good. 
I believe that as this Nation leads the 
world, that we can achieve peace. I know 
that as we remain strong and united and 
focused on fighting terror, on spreading de-
mocracy, on embracing the values we love, 
that we can achieve peace. We can achieve 
peace in parts of the world where peace 
may be an afterthought to so many. See, 
I believe by leading the coalition for free-
dom, we can achieve peace in the Middle 
East or in South Asia. We can achieve 
peace not only for our homeland but for 
our friends and allies. 

No, out of the evil done to America can 
come some great good, not only abroad 
but here at home as well. It’s so important 
for all of us to remember that, in the midst 
of our prosperity, there are pockets of de-
spair and hopelessness. There are pockets 
of addiction. People say, ‘‘American 
Dream,’’ and we’ve got people in America 
saying, ‘‘What does that mean? It certainly 
doesn’t mean anything to me.’’ 

No, out of the evil done to America can 
come some great good, because Americans 
are beginning to understand that serving 
something greater than yourself in life is 
an important part of being an American. 
People ask me, ‘‘What can I do to help 
on the war against terror?’’ I tell them, 
‘‘Love your neighbor like you’d like to be 
loved yourself.’’ If you want to fight evil, 
mentor a child. If you want to do some 

good, go into a shut-in’s home and say, 
‘‘I love you.’’ If you want to be a respon-
sible American, go into your church or your 
synagogue or your mosque and say, ‘‘How 
can I help somebody in need?’’ You see, 
out of the evil done to America is going 
to come some great good, because we can 
change America one heart, one conscience, 
one soul at a time. And that’s what’s hap-
pening in this country. 

I ran for Governor of Texas for a lot 
of reasons, but one main reason was, I was 
worried about a culture which had clearly 
said to Americans from all walks of life, 
‘‘If it feels good, just go ahead and do 
it,’’ and ‘‘If you’ve got a problem, blame 
somebody else.’’ I wanted to be part of 
a culture shift that says, each of us are 
responsible for the decisions we make in 
life; that if you’re a mom or a dad, you 
are responsible for loving your child with 
all your heart and all your soul; if you’re 
a responsible citizen, you’re responsible for 
making sure the community in which you 
live is a place of bright lights and hope 
and optimism; that you have a responsibility 
to help a neighbor in need. And that’s hap-
pening. Out of the evil done to America 
is good, because people are now beginning 
to understand that shallow materialism is 
not what life is about, that helping some-
body and helping our great Nation realize 
its full potential is the culture of America. 

You know, it brought home to me most 
vividly when Flight 93 was driven into the 
ground. We had people on an airplane who 
told their loved ones goodbye. I want it 
noted, they said a prayer. One guy said, 
‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They served something greater 
than themselves in life. I think this is going 
to be a defining moment in America’s cul-
tural history, because we vividly got to see 
what it means to be a true and patriotic 
American. 

No, out of the evil done to America— 
out of the evil done to this country will 
come incredible good, because this is the 
finest nation, full of the finest people on 
the face of the Earth. 
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Thank you for helping Susan. God bless. NOTE: The President spoke at 4:20 p.m. in 
God bless America. the Ocean Overlook at the Black Point Inn. 

In his remarks, he referred to Don and Patri-
cia Collins, parents of Senator Collins. 

Exchange With Reporters in Prout’s Neck 
August 3, 2002 

President’s Vacation 
Q. Relaxing a bit? 
The President. What?
Q. You’ve got your shirt off. 
The President. If you sweated through 

your shirt as much as I’ve sweated through 
mine, it would be off too. 

Iraq 
Q. Can we ask about Iraq for a second? 

The President. No. You heard what I said 
in there. I’m a patient man. I’ll use all 
the tools at our disposal. Nothing’s 
changed. 

NOTE: The exchange began at 5 p.m. at a 
boat dock near the Black Point Inn. A tape 
was not available for verification of the con-
tent of this exchange. 

Remarks in Kennebunkport, Maine, on the Bombings in the Middle East 
August 4, 2002 

Good morning. I’m distressed to hear 
about the latest suicide bombers in Israel. 
For those who yearn for peace in the Mid-
dle East, for those in the Arab lands, for 
those in Europe, for those all around the 
world who yearn for peace, we must do 
everything we possibly can to stop the ter-
ror. 

There are a few killers who want to stop 
the peace process that we have started, and 
we must not let them. For the sake of 
humanity, for the sake of the Palestinians 

who suffer, for the sake of the Israelis who 
are under attack, we must stop the terror. 

I call upon all nations to do everything 
they can to stop these terrorist killers. 

Thank you. 
Now watch this drive. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:15 a.m. at 
the Cape Arundel Golf Club, prior to a round 
of golf. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 

Remarks to Rescued Coal Miners and the Community in Green Tree, 
Pennsylvania 
August 5, 2002 

Thank you very much. Governor, thanks in the midst of crisis. I want to thank you 
for your introduction. Thanks for your calm and all the good folks here in the State 
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of Pennsylvania who rallied to save the lives 
and help save the lives of nine valuable 
citizens. 

Today we’re here to celebrate life, the 
value of life, and as importantly, the spirit 
of America. I asked to come by to meet 
our nine citizens and their families because 
I believe that what took place here in 
Pennsylvania really represents the best of 
our country, what I call the spirit of Amer-
ica, the great strength of our Nation. So 
I want to thank you all for coming, for 
giving me chance to—and giving me a 
chance to come and share with you the 
optimism and joy of a historic moment. 

First I do—I want to thank Dan Walsh 
of the Green Tree Volunteer Fire Company 
for opening up this beautiful house and 
inviting all these folks here. Dan, I want 
you to know I’m a proud supporter of the 
Crawford Volunteer Fire Department. I un-
derstand how important firefighters are, 
paid or volunteer. And so on behalf of a 
grateful nation, I want to thank all the folks 
who work here at the Green Tree and all 
those first-responders who are here with 
us today. Thank you for being here. 

I want to thank Elaine Chao of my Cabi-
net and Dave Lauriski, who is the Depart-
ment of Labor’s Mine Safety and Health 
Administrator, for being here. They tell me, 
Dave, you did a fabulous job, and on behalf 
of our Nation, that’s what we expect you 
to do. [Laughter] Thanks for your good 
work. 

I appreciate Members of the United 
States Senate—Senator Specter and Con-
gresswoman Hart and Congressman Chabot 
for coming. I appreciate the attorney gen-
eral being here. I appreciate State Senator 
Earll being here. 

I want to thank some special citizens who 
have come today. They’re what we call 
Freedom Corps greeters. They came out 
to the airport to say hello to me. They 
represent a program called Jumpstart. 
These are AmeriCorps workers. They’re 
also college students. Well, at least five of 
the six are college students. One is a grad-

uate of Penn State; the other go to the 
University of Pittsburgh. 

The reason I’m—asked them to join us 
here is because I want you to know, Amer-
ica can be saved, one person at a time. 
You see, this great society of ours can be 
changed, one heart, one soul, one con-
science at a time. And as we’re here to 
celebrate the victory of life, we’ve also got 
to understand there are some lives who 
are troubled, some lives who are despond-
ent. Some people wonder whether not 
America is meant for them; they live in 
pockets of hopelessness and despair. And 
these six heroic students, people who have 
said, ‘‘Listen, serving something greater 
than myself in life is an important part 
of being a citizen,’’ have been a part of 
what’s called Jumpstart. They’re tutors to 
young kids, to make sure the kids have 
a chance to learn to read and write and 
add and subtract, have a chance to be a 
part of this great American experience. And 
so I want to thank these soldiers in the 
armies of compassion for setting a great 
example for their fellow college students 
and for some of us old folks as well. Thank 
you all for coming; appreciate you being 
here. 

As I said, we’re here to celebrate the 
spirit of America, and it’s represented by 
a lot of folks here, a lot of people involved 
with what took place here in Pennsylvania 
and Somerset. First, the spirit is best rep-
resented by the first-responders, the people 
who were at the site, you know, people 
who heard the call that one of my neigh-
bors is in trouble, a fellow American is 
in need. We’ve got nine people trapped 
below the earth who might lose their life, 
and your fellow Americans came to your 
rescue. They came to work hour after hour, 
many of them volunteers. None asked, 
‘‘Where am I going to get my next pay-
check from?’’ All asked, ‘‘What can I do? 
What can I do as an American to help 
a neighbor in need?’’ 

And so to the first-responders here, I 
want to thank you for your spirit. For those 
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who volunteered hour after hour to save 
a fellow citizen, somebody you didn’t even 
know but were willing to sacrifice on behalf 
of that citizen, thank you for a grateful 
nation—from a grateful nation. Thanks for 
the example you set. Thanks for showing 
our fellow citizens that by—serving some-
thing greater than yourself is an important 
part of being an American. I truly believe 
the effort put in will serve as an example 
for others in a time of crisis. 

The spirit of America, the best of Amer-
ica was represented by those who spent 
long hours worrying about the lives of their 
fellow citizens. The best of America was 
also represented in the technology and 
know-how of our mine safety folks, those 
who on a moment’s notice used their skill 
to devise a way to save life, took a look 
at the situation, reacted to the environment, 
predicted what might happen miles below 
the earth, and responded, and then rallied 
others. They set up a plan and a strategy. 
They’re—our folks are world-renowned for 
mine rescue, and the Nation saw why. And 
there are nine lives here to testify that 
we’re some of the best at rescuing our fel-
low citizens. The best of America really 
is the use of our technology and know-
how to save lives and to help others in 
need. 

The spirit of America can best be seen 
with the families who are here. A strong 
America is America based upon strong fam-
ilies. A strong future for our country de-
pends upon the strength of our family— 
husband loving wife and wife loving hus-
band, husband and wife dedicating them-
selves to their children. The spirit of Amer-
ica was represented as family members, 
wives and sons and daughters and moms 
and dads, prayed for the safety of their 
loved one. They spent hours worrying about 
the lives of somebody they called ‘‘loved 
one.’’ And out of this near tragedy comes 
the living example of the importance of 
family. 

It was my honor to meet the family 
members here today. I appreciate—and I 

know your dads and your husbands appre-
ciate much more than me—the fact that 
you—the energy you spent on seeing that 
they came out of that hole alive was an 
important part of rallying the country. 

And that’s another part of the spirit of 
America I want to herald, and that is the 
prayers that were said by thousands of your 
citizens—I mean, people from all walks of 
life. They didn’t say, ‘‘I’m a Republican. 
Therefore, I get to pray,’’ or ‘‘I’m a Demo-
crat. I pray’’; ‘‘I don’t care about either 
of them. I pray.’’ Everybody prayed. A lot 
of people—if I say ‘‘everybody,’’ I don’t 
know if everybody prayed. I can tell you, 
a lot prayed. A lot prayed for your safety. 
A lot prayed for your families. A lot pled 
to an almighty God that you were rescued, 
and thank God the prayers were answered. 

But most of all, the spirit of America 
was represented by the courage of the nine, 
nine folks trapped below the earth. They 
had one sandwich and two bottles of water. 
These are people that had—had found an 
unshakable faith, not only in their fellow 
citizens and their families would be pulling 
for them but faith in God. These are men 
who, as old Harry Mayhugh * put it, ‘‘I 
just didn’t see how we were going to get 
out.’’ That’s what he said, ‘‘I don’t see how 
we’re going to get out.’’ But he said, 
‘‘We’re going to—we’ve got to pull together 
to get out. ’’ 

In other words, they understood that 
they needed to rely upon each other, rely 
upon the strength of each. They huddled 
to keep warm. They said prayers to keep 
their spirits up. They understood they 
needed to tie together to fight the under-
ground current. It was their determination 
to stick together and to comfort each other 
that really defines kind of a new spirit that’s 
prevalent in our country, that when one 
of us suffer, all of us suffers; that in order 
to succeed, we’ve got to be united; that 
by working together, we can achieve big 
objectives and big goals. 

* White House correction. 
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Here’s a living example of people work-
ing together to save nine precious lives, 
to make sure that nine families were re-
united. And by the way, it’s that spirit that’s 
help us—going to prevail in the big chal-
lenges we face around the world, the chal-
lenge of making sure that we hunt down 
every terrorist and bring them to justice, 
because we love freedom. 

It is the determined spirit of America 
and our optimism and our ability to solve 
problems which will help us deal with the 
economic downturn. It is—the great spirit 
of America will help us eradicate pockets 
of despair and poverty. 

I love to tell the world and our country 
that out of the evil done to America will 
come incredible good. And part of that 
good is a culture that says each of us are 
responsible for the decisions we make in 
life. If you’re a mom or a dad, you’re re-
sponsible for loving your children with all 
your heart and all your soul. But part of 

the era of responsibility also is, you’re re-
sponsible for helping a neighbor in need. 
You’re responsible for loving somebody like 
you’d like to be loved yourself. You’re re-
sponsible for the health of the community 
in which you live. No, the spirit of America 
is alive and strong, as we found out loud 
and clear in Somerset, Pennsylvania. 

It’s an honor to be here with you today. 
I want to thank you for the example you 
set. May God bless you. May God bless 
your families, and may God continue to 
bless America. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:57 a.m. at 
the Green Tree Volunteer Fire Department. 
In his remarks, he referred to Gov. Mark 
Schweiker, Attorney General Mike Fisher, 
and State Senator Jane M. Earll of Pennsyl-
vania. The nine miners were rescued from 
a flooded coal mine in Somerset, PA, on July 
28. 

Remarks at a Luncheon for Gubernatorial Candidate Mike Fisher in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
August 5, 2002 

Well, thanks, ‘‘Governor’’—[laughter]— 
I’m glad you had me back. I know that 
your election and Jane’s election will be 
best for the people of Pennsylvania. And 
I want to thank you all for joining in his 
effort. 

I want to thank the sitting Governor, 
Mark Schweiker. I, too, want to commend 
you for your leadership. I appreciate your 
steady calm and your deep compassion for 
your fellow citizens during crisis. A lot of 
people got to see what you’re made out 
of. And as Mike said, a lot of people got 
to see what the people of Pennsylvania are 
made out of as a result of that incident. 
And I thank you, Mark, very much. You 
did a fine job. 

I want to thank the two United States 
Senators from the great State of Pennsyl-
vania for being here. We’ve got Arlen Spec-
ter. Thank you for coming, Senator Specter. 
And Rick Santorum, we appreciate Rick 
Santorum. He’s got such a good seat only 
because he’s never on time. But it’s good 
to see you. [Laughter] But both are doing 
a fine job. And I also appreciate Congress-
woman Melissa Hart, from this area, for 
being here as well. Melissa, where are you? 
Thank you for coming. I was pleased to 
meet your mother. I had breakfast with 
mine today. She’s still telling me what to 
do. [Laughter] And I’m still listening— 
about half the time. [Laughter] 
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I appreciate so very much Carol Fisher, 
the future first lady of the State of Pennsyl-
vania. I want to thank you for standing 
by your man and getting ready to campaign 
with him all across this State. 

There’s nothing like marrying well. 
[Laughter] I know. I married really well. 
And Laura sends her best and her love 
to a lot of our friends here in the State 
of Pennsylvania. I’m really proud of the 
job she’s doing as the First Lady of the 
United States. She brings kind of a calm, 
steady demeanor to a pressure cooker of 
a life, and I’m a better President because 
I married so well. And the country is better 
off to have her as First Lady. 

I appreciate very much the next Lieuten-
ant Governor, Jane Earll. It’s an honor to 
meet her husband and her family here. And 
I want to thank you for your sacrifice, Jane. 
It shows what kind of Governor Mike’s 
going to be. The fact that he picked Jane 
shows that he’s going to be a inclusive per-
son, somebody who wants to make sure 
that he represents every single person in 
the State of Pennsylvania. You made a great 
pick, Mike, in seeing Jane, and you’re going 
to make a great team when you become 
elected to Governor and Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of this State. And Jane, it’s great to 
see you again. Thanks for your service. 

I want to thank—I think Tim Murphy 
is here. There he is. Congressman, good 
to see you. I appreciate you running, Tim, 
and I wish you all the best. I look forward 
to working with you next year. I also look— 
I want to thank all the leadership of the 
Republican Party. Christine Toretti, who is 
my friend, who is the national committee-
woman, is here, but—and so are a lot of 
the grassroots activists. 

I know this is what they call a fundraiser, 
but there’s a lot of people here who are 
going to do a lot more than fund-raise. 
They’re going to go out and put the signs 
up and organize the rallies and make the 
phone calls, mail the mailers. And I want 
to thank you for your efforts, and I want 
to thank you for the work that you have 

done and, as importantly, for the work 
you’re going to do to make sure that these 
two good people get elected. 

I like Mike. I like what he’s made out 
of. I like his character. I like the fact that 
he worked in the steel mills. And I like 
the fact that he knows how to get votes. 
See, I thought I ran a pretty good cam-
paign here in the State of Pennsylvania. 
[Laughter] I didn’t particularly care about 
coming in second, but nevertheless, 
worked hard. And he told me the first time 
I met him, he said, ‘‘Well, you ran a pretty 
good campaign, but I beat you, by about’’— 
[laughter]—‘‘by about 600,000 votes.’’ 
[Laughter] 

Here’s a man who knows how to get 
votes. He’s a man who knows how to work 
with both Republicans and Democrats. 
He’s not afraid of taking his message into 
neighborhoods that might not be called 
what we call ‘‘Republican’’ neighborhoods, 
because, see, his message is bigger than 
just a party. He’s got a great compassion 
for the people of Pennsylvania, starting 
with—well, he wants to make sure every 
child gets educated. See, he understands 
the most important priority for a Governor 
is to promote an education system that is 
the best in the country. That’s part of the 
legacy of Tom Ridge, who, by the way, 
is doing a fabulous job as the Director of 
Homeland Security. 

Mark understands that, and you’re fixing 
to elect a Governor who shares the same 
passion. He believes what I believe, that 
every child in Pennsylvania and in America 
can learn. See, there must be some in this 
State and around the country who don’t 
believe that. They’ve set such low standards 
and low expectations that the systems just 
shuffle people through. For the sake of 
Pennsylvania’s future, for the sake of your 
citizens, you must elect a Governor who 
believes in the highest of high standards 
and who is willing to hold people account-
able to make sure those standards are 
achieved for every single child in this State. 
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Some in this State are willing to accept 
the status quo, even though the status quo 
is failing. What Pennsylvania needs is a 
Governor who has got high hopes and high 
expectations, a Governor who is willing to 
insist upon accountability, and then a Gov-
ernor who is willing to do something about 
it when he encounters failure. We must 
not allow the children of Pennsylvania or 
anywhere else in America be trapped in 
schools that will not teach and will not 
change. I firmly believe that Mike Fisher 
is the right man to make sure that no child 
is left behind in the State of Pennsylvania. 

I also appreciate a man who understands 
that in order to make sure the public 
school system works, you’ve got to teach 
the children how to read. Kind of like me, 
he’s a first-things-first fellow, a practical 
person. And I kind of get tired of all the 
theorists who talk education and forget to 
teach people how to read. We passed a 
significant piece of educational reform out 
of Washington. It says we’re going to trust 
the Governors and local folks to chart the 
path to excellence when it comes to edu-
cation. But it also says that we’re going 
to insist upon curriculum that works, par-
ticularly when it comes to reading. We’ve 
got a Reading First Initiative. 

I’m comfortable in saying that this man 
will implement a good reading program all 
across the State of Pennsylvania, to make 
sure your children learn to read. And when 
they do, they’ll learn. They’ll learn science, 
and they’ll learn math, and they’ll learn 
self-esteem. Reading is the gateway to free-
dom. Reading is the new civil right, and 
you’ll have a Governor who understands 
that in the State of Pennsylvania. 

As the attorney general, Mike has had 
a record of making sure schools are safe. 
It’s hard to learn, it’s hard to learn to read, 
it’s hard to learn anything in schools that 
aren’t safe. It’s important to have a Gov-
ernor who’s willing to blow the whistle on 
academic failure, and a Governor who is 
willing to insist that the classrooms be 
safe—safe on behalf of the children and 

safe on behalf of the parents and safe on 
behalf of the teachers who are trying to 
impart knowledge. Mike has got a good 
record. He’s got a good, solid record when 
it comes to enforcing the law, and he’s 
got a good heart when it comes to insisting 
that every child get educated in the State 
of Pennsylvania. 

I also appreciate his attitude about small 
business and the entrepreneurial spirit. He 
knows what I know: The role of Govern-
ment is not to create wealth but an envi-
ronment in which people can realize their 
dreams, in which small businesses can grow 
to be big businesses, in which the entrepre-
neurial spirit is strong in the great State 
of Pennsylvania. He knows that I know that 
most small—small businesses create more 
jobs in America than big business; that if 
you’re interested in finding employment for 
the people of Pennsylvania, you’ve got to 
stimulate the growth of small businesses, 
which means you’ve got to have good tax 
policy. If you overtax your small businesses 
in the State of Pennsylvania, or in the 
country, for that matter, it’s going to mean 
there’s no capital for expansion; there’s no 
extra money for job creation. 

Pennsylvania must have a Governor like 
Mike who knows that the economic envi-
ronment conducive for the growth of small 
business is vital for job creation. Mike’s got 
a record—I was impressed by the fact that 
when he was a State senator, he understood 
that Pennsylvania workers’ compensation 
laws needed to be more fair and less bur-
densome on the businesses of the State of 
Pennsylvania, and by changing the law it 
not only helped worker; it helped set a 
tone for the State of Pennsylvania so people 
felt comfortable about employing people in 
this State. This man is a job creator, and 
that’s what the State of Pennsylvania needs 
as its Governor. 

As you know, I too am worried about 
jobs here in America. If anybody wants to 
work and they can’t find a job, we’ve got 
a problem, as far as I’m concerned. If 
somebody is looking for work and work is 
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not available, we need to do something 
about it by focusing on job creation. Part 
of that is to make sure there’s confidence 
in the private sector. 

I was pleased the other day to sign a 
bill, a corporate responsibility bill that says, 
if you’re in charge of a business, you have 
the responsibility to your shareholders and 
your employees to tell the truth, and if 
you don’t, you will be held accountable. 
And Mike has done just that as the attorney 
general of this State. He has got a record, 
a clear record of enforcing laws and coming 
down hard on corporate fraud and saying 
that we expect the highest of high stand-
ards throughout all our society, that no one 
is exempt from the laws of our land. 

No, I am confident this man is going 
to make a fabulous Governor for the State 
of Pennsylvania. I strongly believe he’s 
going to win, and I appreciate you sup-
porting him. 

I also want to talk about the national 
challenges we face. I believe that—I’m an 
optimist. I’m an optimist about our econ-
omy, and I should be. The fundamentals 
are strong. Interest rates are low. Monetary 
policy is sound. I can assure you I will 
work with Congress to control excessive 
Federal spending. One reason they give the 
President the veto power is to make sure 
the Congress doesn’t overspend. Over-
spending could serve as an anchor on eco-
nomic vitality and growth. 

I’ve mentioned we signed a corporate 
fraud bill. I also am the first Governor— 
President in a long period of time to have 
what they call trade promotion authority. 
It means that we’re going to open up mar-
kets for U.S. products, markets for the 
products of Pennsylvania farmers, markets 
of the products of Pennsylvania high-tech 
companies. A confident nation is a nation 
willing to trade, and this Nation, as a result 
of the bill I just got and am signing tomor-
row, will be a free trading nation. 

No, I’ve got confidence in the economic 
vitality of this country, because I’ve got 
confidence in the American people. I’ve got 

confidence in our workers. Productivity is 
up. I’ve got confidence in our entre-
preneurs. People are still imagining new 
ways to bring new products. I’ve got con-
fidence in our tax policy. See, I come from 
the school of thought that says, if you let 
people keep more of their own money, they 
will demand a good or a service. And if 
somebody demands a good or a service, 
somebody will produce the good and serv-
ice. And when somebody produces the 
good and service, somebody is going to find 
work. We passed tax relief at exactly the 
right time, and Congress needs to make 
the tax cuts permanent. 

The foundation for growth is strong in 
America. And we’ll continue to work to 
promote ways to foster economic vitality. 
And one crucial way is, when Congress gets 
home, gets back from heading out to their 
districts and their States, they need to pass 
a terrorism insurance bill so that large con-
struction projects which are now on the 
books will move forward, so that our con-
struction workers will have work. There are 
too many construction projects that are put 
on hold for fear of a—for lack of terrorism 
insurance. People can’t insure their 
projects, and so they’re not moving for-
ward. Congress needs to act, and when 
they act, they’ve got to remember, the 
workers are more important than the trial 
lawyers in America. 

We’re making progress on securing the 
homeland. As I told you, Tom Ridge is 
doing a fine job. But I took a look at the 
agencies involved with our homeland secu-
rity and realized that there’s over 100 of 
them—100 different agencies—over 100 
agencies involved with securing the home-
land. And they’re scattered all over our Na-
tion’s Capital. It’s awfully hard to hold any-
body to account if there’s over 100 agencies 
involved with a single mission. So I sat 
down with Tom and others in my adminis-
tration, and we came up with a plan. We 
decided to create a Department—Cabinet-
level Department of Homeland Security, so 
I can say to the American people that we 
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have organized ourselves to better protect 
us from an attack by one of these killers. 

And we’re making progress on the cre-
ation of an office of homeland security. We 
need an office of homeland security to 
make sure that the number one priority 
of our Government is reflected in the agen-
cies, and that is your protection. That’s the 
number one priority right now. And we’ve 
got to have an office of homeland security 
so that we can say to these agency heads, 
you may have other missions, but your most 
important mission is to protect the home-
land. We’ve got to have a culture that be-
comes a part of this new Department that 
says, protecting the homeland is your most 
important job. 

The House of Representatives passed a 
good bill. The Senate will take it up when 
they get home. One of the things you’ll 
hear about the Senate debate is, they’re 
all worried about their turf and special in-
terests and politics. For the sake of the 
American people, the Senate needs to pass 
a homeland security bill that provides me 
with the tools necessary to protect the 
homeland. 

You need to know there’s a lot of people 
working a lot of hours to protect us, a 
lot of good folks that work in the Federal 
Government and the State Government and 
local governments, doing everything they 
can to chase down every possible lead, 
every hint that somebody might be fixing 
to do something to the American people. 

And they’re out there. The killers are 
out there. And that’s all they are, by the 
way. They are nothing but a bunch of cold-
blooded killers who hate America because 
we love freedom. They hate us because 
we love the values of freedom of religion, 
freedom to speak, freedom to campaign the 
way you want to, freedom to assemble. 
They can’t stand that. And so they’re going 
to—they think they’re going to hit us again. 
And we’re doing a lot to protect the home-
land. We really are. I am grateful for those 
who spend hours upon hours protecting 
America. But the best way to protect the 

homeland is to hunt the killers down one 
by one and bring them to justice, which 
is precisely what this country is going to 
do. 

I appreciate the House passing the de-
fense appropriations bill. I appreciate the 
Senate passing the defense appropriations 
bill. And I want to thank the Members 
here for voting for both. Now it’s time for 
them to get together, reconcile the dif-
ferences between the two appropriations 
bill for our national defense, and get the 
bill to my desk in early September. We’re 
at war, and I expect the appropriations bill 
on my desk—the appropriations bill nec-
essary to fund this war—on my desk as 
soon as possible. It ought to be the number 
one priority of the appropriators when they 
get back from their August recess. 

And in that bill you’ll see it’s the largest 
increase in defense spending since Ronald 
Reagan. And the reason why is, anytime 
we send our troops into harm’s way, they 
deserve the best pay, the best training, the 
best equipment possible. And the increase 
in defense spending sends a message—it 
sends a message to our friends and allies 
who are part of our vast coalition. It sends 
a message to the enemy, we’re in this for 
the long pull. This country isn’t going to 
quit until we secure our freedom. This 
country is not faint-hearted. We’re a deter-
mined country. We’re strong, and we’re 
united. When it comes to defending our 
freedoms, we understand the price of free-
dom is high, but we’re willing to pay the 
price. That’s the message we’re sending to 
the enemy and to our friends. And that’s 
an important message to send. 

And we’re making good progress in the 
war against terror. We’ve hauled in over 
a couple of thousand of them. I say ‘‘hauled 
them in’’—that means ‘‘arrest’’ or ‘‘incar-
cerate’’ or however you want to put it. But 
those—not only the United States have 
done this, but so have our friends and al-
lies. And just about the like number haven’t 
been quite as lucky. So we’re making good 
progress. 
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And this is a different kind of war, 
though, as you noticed. Sometimes you’ll 
see the progress on your TV screens, and 
sometimes you won’t. Sometimes one of 
these killers will get plucked off the streets 
of a foreign nation, and you’ll never hear 
about it. Sometimes it will make big news. 
But in either case, we’re making progress, 
one by one. 

The old war used to be, they’d see these 
infantry brigades marching across some 
plain or scurrying through hedgerows. 
That’s not the kind of war we’re in. We’re 
in a kind of war now where they’ve got 
the commanders, the so-called commanders 
of the enemy hiding in a cave, telling 
youngsters to go kill themselves. They send 
young kids to their suicide in the name 
of a great religion, and they, themselves, 
cower—cowards hiding. 

But there’s no cave deep enough for the 
United States. There’s no cave dark enough 
for our troops and our friends and allies. 
In order to secure freedom and defend the 
American people, we’re going to hunt them 
down, and we owe it to our children to 
do so. And we also owe it to our children 
to enforce these doctrines: If you harbor 
a terrorist, if you feed a terrorist, if you 
close—clothe a terrorist, you’re just as 
guilty as those who killed the people of 
America on 9/11. 

And the doctrine—and this doctrine still 
pertains: Either you’re with the United 
States and those of us who love freedom, 
or you’re with the enemy. You see, the 
strategy is pretty clear. We’ve disrupted the 
Taliban. And I want the youngsters here 
and those of you who have got little ones 
at home to go home and tell your kids 
that we went to Afghanistan not as con-
querors but as liberators. We freed people 
from the clutches of a barbaric regime. And 
now, thanks to the United States and our 
friends and allies, young girls get to go 
to school for the first time—many of them 
for the first time in their life. And our 
friends understand the message. 

So the other day I was pleased to see 
that Gloria Arroyo, the President of the 
Philippines, went ahead and unleashed her 
troops and got after Abu Sayyaf, * which 
is an Al Qaida-type network which had cap-
tured some Americans, amongst others. 
And she hears loud and clear, ‘‘Either 
you’re with us, or you’re with the enemy.’’ 

So the coalition is knitted up, and we’re 
active. We’re cutting off their money. 
We’re sharing information. We’re fighting 
the first war of the 21st century. I say ‘‘the 
first war’’—there’s no telling how many 
wars it will take to secure freedom in the 
homeland. But I know this: We will not 
and we must not allow the world’s worst 
leaders to blackmail the United States and 
our friends and allies with the world’s worst 
weapons. 

I’m a patient man—I’m a patient man. 
We’ve got a lot of tools at our disposal, 
diplomatic tools, intelligence tools, military 
tools. We’ve got a lot of tools. We’ve got 
a lot of friends as well. And I’m going 
to take our time to make sure we get the 
policy right, no matter what part of the 
world we’re in. But I understand that free-
dom has called us into action—I mean, his-
tory has called us into action to defend 
freedom. I understand where we stand now 
in history. We have an obligation to the 
future. And this great country will not shirk 
its obligation. 

Out of the evil done to America can 
come some incredible good, and part of 
that good is peace. Oh, I know the rhetoric 
can be tough. I understand all that. But 
you just need to know that I believe we 
can achieve peace, and that’s my dream. 
I want there to be peace here in America. 
I want us to be able to live the life we 
love and embrace the freedoms that we 
cherish and not worry about some killer 
coming to take out their problems on us 
because we love freedom. 

And I believe we can achieve peace by 
being strong and determined in parts of 

* White House correction. 
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the world where peace seems to be far 
away. I believe we can achieve peace in 
the Middle East. I believe we can achieve 
peace in South Asia. I believe this great 
Nation, by being strong and determined 
and standing on principles and adhering to 
our universal values, can help the world 
achieve peace. 

And at home, I know that out of the 
evil done to America can come some great 
good. Listen, I understand and you know 
that in the midst of our plenty, there are 
pockets of despair; there are pockets of ad-
diction. There are children who say, ‘‘What 
is the American Dream? It’s not meant for 
me. What is this American Dream busi-
ness? I don’t belong to that dream.’’ You 
see, what we must understand is that we’ve 
got individuals, too many individuals, whose 
vision of the country is dimmed by the 
circumstances. But I believe and I know 
we can save those children, one heart— 
or those people, one heart and one soul, 
one conscience at a time. Government can 
hand out money, but it cannot put hope 
in people’s hearts or a sense of purpose 
in people’s lives. That’s why I’m such a 
believer in faith-based programs, charitable 
programs, all of which exist because some-
body has heard the universal call to love 
a neighbor just like you’d like to be loved 
yourself. 

I landed at the Pittsburgh airport today, 
and I met six college kids from a program 
called Jumpstart. One went to Penn State, 
who has already graduated; five are now 
undergraduates at the University of Pitts-
burgh. These are children who mentor 5-
year-old kids, so that when they get to ele-
mentary school, they’ve got a chance to 
learn to read. These are children who un-
derstand that you can save America, one 
person at a time. They understand one per-
son can’t do everything, but one person 
can do something to be a good citizen. 
So here they are, college kids, and they’ve 
got a lot of other things to do, but part 
of their life as a college student is to love 

a child, is to make a difference in a child’s 
life. 

People say, ‘‘What can I do to help?’’ 
What you can do is, love a neighbor like 
you’d like to be loved yourself. What you 
can do is to be a full citizen of the country 
by helping to serve others. And that’s hap-
pening all across this country. You just 
need to know that. Out of the evil done 
to America can come some incredible good. 
Our society is becoming a more compas-
sionate society, because there’s a lot of peo-
ple who have taken a step back and said, 
‘‘What is my life worth? What is it all 
about?’’ 

One of the reasons I entered politics in 
the first place in the State of Texas is be-
cause I was concerned about a culture 
which had clearly said, ‘‘If it feels good, 
do it,’’ and ‘‘If you’ve got a problem, blame 
somebody else.’’ My hope was to be a part 
of a cultural shift which says that we must 
usher in a era of personal responsibility if 
we want our country to realize its full po-
tential. I believe it’s happening. 

I believe the notion of serving something 
greater than yourself, which is at the core 
of being a personally responsible citizen, 
has taken hold in America, probably best 
defined not far from here, where Flight 
93 hit the ground, citizens aboard an air-
craft who heard their plane was going to 
be used as a weapon. They told their loved 
ones they loved them. They said a prayer. 
One guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ And they served 
something greater than themselves in life. 
No, out of the evil done to America is 
going to come some incredible good, be-
cause this is a nation that is so good and 
decent and compassionate. 

I want to thank you all for coming to 
help Mike. May God bless you all, and 
may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. in 
Ballroom 2 at the Hilton Pittsburgh. In his 
remarks, he referred to Virginia Fisher, Mr. 
Fisher’s stepmother; Jack Daneri, husband of 
candidate for Lieutenant Governor Jane M. 
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Earll; Pennsylvania State Senator Tim Mur- Republican Party; and President Gloria 
phy; Christine J. Toretti, national committee- Macapagal-Arroyo of the Philippines. 
woman and co-finance chair, Pennsylvania 

Remarks on Signing the Born-Alive Infants Protection Act of 2002 in 
Pittsburgh 
August 5, 2002 

Well, thank you all very much for this 
bill signing ceremony. I’m pleased to sign 
it in the great city of Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-
vania. The history of our country is the 
story of a promise, a promise of life and 
liberty made at our founding and fulfilled 
over the centuries in our laws. It is a story 
of expanding inclusion and protection for 
the ignored and the weak and the power-
less. And now we extend the promise and 
protection to the most vulnerable members 
of our society. 

Today I sign the Born-Alive Infants Pro-
tection Act. This important legislation en-
sures that every infant born alive, including 
an infant who survives an abortion proce-
dure, is considered a person under Federal 
law. This reform was passed with the over-
whelming support of both political parties, 
and it is about to become the law of the 
land. 

I appreciate so very much Senator Rick 
Santorum and Congressman Steve Chabot 
from Ohio for sponsoring this important 
piece of legislation. I also appreciate Sen-
ator Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania and 
Congresswoman Melissa Hart for coming 
as well. 

I want to thank the bishop of the Dio-
cese of Pittsburgh, Bishop Wuerl, for being 
here. It’s good to see you again, Bishop. 
I appreciate Hadley Arkes, the professor 
of jurisprudence and American institutions 
at Amherst University. I want to thank Jill 
Stanek, registered nurse, labor and delivery 
unit, Christ Hospital and Medical Center, 
for being here as well. I appreciate Gianna 
Jessen, who is an abortion survivor and a 

pro-life advocate. I want to thank Dr. Wat-
son Bowes, who is a professor emeritus of 
gynecology and obstetrics, School of Medi-
cine, University of North Carolina. 

I want to thank you all for coming. It’s 
important that you’re here to send a signal 
that you’re dedicated to the protection of 
human life. The issue of abortion divides 
Americans, no question about it. Yet, today 
we stand on common ground. The Born-
Alive Infants Protection Act establishes a 
principle in America law and American 
conscience: There is no right to destroy 
a child who has been born alive. A child 
who is born has intrinsic worth and must 
have the full protection of our laws. 

Today, through sonograms and other 
technology, we can clearly—see clearly that 
unborn children are members of the human 
family as well. They reflect our image, and 
they were created in God’s own image. 

The Born-Alive Infants Protection Act is 
a step toward the day when every child 
is welcomed in life and protected in law. 
It is a step toward the day when the prom-
ises of the Declaration of Independence 
will apply to everyone, not just those with 
the voice and power to defend their rights. 
This law is a step toward the day when 
America fully becomes, in the words of 
Pope John Paul II, ‘‘a hospitable, a wel-
coming culture.’’ 

Our society has enough compassion and 
wealth and love to care for mothers and 
their children and to seek the promise and 
potential of every life. In protecting the 
vulnerable and the weak, the imperfect and 
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the unwanted, you are affirming a culture 
of life. 

I’m grateful for your perseverance on be-
half of this noble cause. I want to thank 
you for your hard work. I appreciate your 
care for every member of the human fam-
ily. Thank you for coming today. 

It’s now my honor and pleasure to sign 
into law the Born-Alive Infants Protection 
Act. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:58 p.m. in 
Ballroom 3 at the Hilton Pittsburgh. In his 
remarks, he referred to Bishop Donald W. 
Wuerl, Roman Catholic Diocese of Pitts-
burgh. H.R. 2175, approved August 5, was 
assigned Public Law No. 107–207. 

Remarks Announcing the White House Conference on Missing, Exploited, 
and Runaway Children 
August 6, 2002 

Good morning. We’re gathered here 
today because we share a profound concern 
for the safety of the most precious and 
important people in our own lives and the 
life of our country, our children. 

After the terror of September the 11th, 
many parents throughout America found 
themselves holding their children more 
closely. Unfortunately, as we work to help 
our children feel safer by fighting terror, 
America’s children and parents are also fac-
ing a wave of horrible violence from twisted 
criminals in our own communities. During 
recent months, we have prayed and worried 
with parents as their children have been 
kidnaped and, in some cases, murdered. 
The kidnaping or murder of a child is every 
parent’s worst nightmare. 

Today I call on all Federal and State 
and local law enforcement agencies and our 
communities and our citizens to work to-
gether to do everything in our power to 
better protect our children. 

I appreciate so very much the Attorney 
General, John Ashcroft, for his work on 
this issue. I appreciate Secretary Rod Paige 
at the Department of Education, who is 
working with us on this issue. The FBI 
has provided investigators, agents to the 
scenes of these horrible crimes as quickly 

as humanly possible, so I appreciate Direc-
tor Mueller and his agents. 

I want to thank Ernie Allen, who is the 
president and chief executive officer of the 
National Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children. As well I want to thank Carolyn 
Atwell-Davis, who is the government rela-
tions liaison for the Center. These are two 
fine human beings who care deeply about 
our children and are making a positive dif-
ference in the lives for a lot of families 
and a lot of communities around America. 

The most recent statistics available tell 
a terrible story. More than 58,000 children 
are abducted by non-family-members annu-
ally. Many of these children are returned 
home quickly, but some are not. Federal, 
State, and local law enforcement agencies 
work every day to find these missing chil-
dren and to punish severely those who have 
committed crimes against them. 

Today we’re taking steps to focus on pre-
venting crimes against children before they 
happen. The Department of Justice will re-
lease a handbook of simple and practical 
steps that parents can take to make their 
children safer. 

One of the most important things that 
a mom or dad can do is talk to your chil-
dren very specifically and rehearse what 
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they can say and do if they ever feel threat-
ened. You should teach your children how 
to say no and how to trust their instincts. 
For example, children should know that un-
familiar adults usually would not ask them 
for directions or help. Such a request might 
be a trick to get their attention and, of 
course, to lure them away from safety. 

The handbook also has practical advice 
to help families and communities make 
their homes and their schools and their 
neighborhoods safer. Children should know 
a safe place to seek help if they are ap-
proached by a stranger on their way to 
school or if they’re standing at a bus stop. 

We developed these guidelines with the 
help of Federal agencies and, of course, 
with the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children. And they’re available 
at the Center’s web site, 
www.missingkids.com. If a mom or a dad 
wants to learn more today about how to 
protect his or her child, go to the web 
site, www.missingkids.com, and learn some 
practical advice and some useful tips. The 
Department of Education will distribute 
the handbook to every public and private 
school in the country, and that’s why our 
Secretary of Education is here. I urge the 
families to get these recommendations and 
to discuss the important safety tips with 
their children. 

Next month we will convene a White 
House Conference on Missing, Exploited, 
and Runaway Children. This forum will 
bring together leading national experts to 
focus on ways parents and communities can 

help shield children from the harm that 
is being done to some today. Recent child 
abductions have understandably left many 
of our families in fear, and the most pro-
ductive response is to improve the safety 
of your child’s environment, on the best 
information and the best advice. Through 
this conference, we’ll provide that advice. 

Our Nation has come to know the names 
and faces of too many wonderful children 
because they’ve been the victims of des-
picable acts of violence, children like 
Danielle van Dam and Samantha Runnion. 
But in our sorrow, we are reminded of 
the incredible ability of all Americans to 
support one another in times of need and 
in times of crisis. Danielle’s mother, Bren-
da, recently exchanged words of comfort 
with Samantha’s mother, Erin, and here’s 
what she said: ‘‘We had a conversation, 
mother to mother, about our daughters, our 
pain, and also our hope that Danielle and 
Samantha are dancing together in heaven.’’ 

No family should ever have to endure 
the terrible pain of losing a child. Our Na-
tion grieves with every family that has suf-
fered unbearable loss, and our Nation will 
fight the threats against our children. We 
can take hopeful and practical steps to im-
prove our children’s safety, and we will take 
those steps together. 

Thank you all very much. May God con-
tinue to protect America’s children. Thank 
you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:35 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. 

Remarks on Signing the Trade Act of 2002 
August 6, 2002 

Well, thank you all very much for that 
warm welcome. Welcome to the people’s 
house as we celebrate a victory for the 
American economy. Last week, the United 
States Congress passed trade promotion au-

thority and renewed and expanded the An-
dean Trade Preference Act. 

Trade is an important source of good 
jobs for our workers and a source of higher 
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growth for our economy. Trade is an im-
portant source of earnings for our farmers 
and for our factories. It creates new oppor-
tunities for our entrepreneurs. Trade ex-
pands choices for America’s consumers and 
raises living standards for our families. And 
now, after 8 years, America is back in the 
business of promoting open trade to build 
our prosperity and to spur economic 
growth. 

I appreciate so very much Vice President 
Cheney’s hard work on this issue. I appre-
ciate Colin Powell and Ann Veneman, who 
ably serve in my Cabinet. I want to particu-
larly thank Don Evans, who’s not with us, 
and Bob Zoellick, members of my Cabinet 
who both worked tirelessly to get the vote 
in the House and then in the Senate, and 
I appreciate Elaine Chao as well. These 
Cabinet Secretaries worked hard for trade. 
They understand the promise of trade, and 
I appreciate their hard work on behalf of 
American workers and farmers. 

I particularly want to thank the Members 
of Congress who are here with us, starting 
with the chairman of the Senate Finance 
Committee, the Senator from Montana, 
Max Baucus. Max did fantastic work to get 
this trade bill through the Senate and was 
then able to work with Chairman Thomas. 
[Laughter] Chairman Thomas was heroic 
in the House. He was steadfast in his sup-
port for trade, and I appreciate his leader-
ship on this issue. And I want to thank 
both Members of the United States Con-
gress, one Democrat, one Republican, who 
put their country ahead of their parties to 
do what was right for the people of this 
country. You two deserve a lot of congratu-
lations. I want to thank Senator Hatch, who 
was a conferee and a member of the Fi-
nance Committee. Thanks for coming, Sen-
ator. I want to thank my fellow Texan Tom 
DeLay, the best vote-counter in the history 
of the United States Congress. [Laughter] 
After all, he was able to triple—[laugh-
ter]—the vote margin on final passage. I 
appreciate so very much Cal Dooley and 
a guy I call ‘‘Jeff,’’ William Jefferson, Con-

gressmen from California and Louisiana, 
and I want to thank them for their work 
as well. They led the Democrats in the 
House of Representatives, many of whom 
are here today, to do what’s right for our 
country. And again, I appreciate your lead-
ership, and I appreciate your work, and 
I appreciate your help. 

I want to thank Embajadora A-Baki from 
Ecuador. I want to thank you for coming. 
I also want to thank Carlos Alzamora from 
Peru and all the other ambassadors who 
are here. I want to appreciate you—appre-
ciate your hard work on sending the mes-
sage of trade to Members of our Congress. 
I want to thank you for your diligence, 
and I want to thank your Presidents for 
their care and concern about this incredibly 
important initiative, not only for Americans 
but for workers all around the world. Thank 
you all for coming. 

With trade promotion authority, the 
trade agreements I negotiate will have an 
up-or-down vote in Congress, giving other 
countries the confidence to negotiate with 
us. Five Presidents before me had this ad-
vantage, but since the authority elapsed in 
1994, other nations and regions have pur-
sued new trade agreements while America’s 
trade policy was stuck in park. With each 
passing day, America has lost trading op-
portunities and the jobs and earnings that 
go with them. Starting now, America is 
back at the bargaining table in full force. 

I will use trade promotion authority ag-
gressively to create more good jobs for 
American workers, more exports for Amer-
ican farmers, and higher living standards 
for American families. Free trade has a 
proven track record for spurring growth 
and advancing opportunity for our working 
families. Exports accounted for roughly 
one-quarter of all U.S. economic growth 
in the 1990s. Jobs in exporting plants pay 
wages that are up to 18 percent higher 
than jobs in nonexporting plants. And our 
two major trade agreements, NAFTA and 
the Uruguay Round, have created more 
choices and lower prices for consumers 
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while raising standards of living for the typ-
ical American family of four by $2,000 a 
year. 

America will build on this record of suc-
cess. A completely free global market for 
agricultural products, for example, would 
result in gains of as much as $13 billion 
a year for American farmers and con-
sumers. Lowering global trade barriers on 
all products and services by even one-third 
could boost the U.S. economy by $177 bil-
lion a year and raise living standards for 
the average family by $2,500 annually. In 
other words, trade is good for the American 
people, and I’m going to use the trade pro-
motion authority to bring these benefits to 
the American people. 

Free trade is also a proven strategy for 
building global prosperity and adding to the 
momentum of political freedom. Trade is 
an engine of economic growth. It uses the 
power of markets to meet the needs of 
the poor. In our lifetime, trade has helped 
lift millions of people and whole nations 
and entire regions out of poverty and put 
them on the path to prosperity. History 
shows that as nations become more pros-
perous, their citizens will demand and then 
can—and can afford a cleaner environment. 
And greater freedom for commerce across 
the borders eventually leads to greater free-
dom for citizens within the borders. 

The members of the diplomatic corps 
with us today understand the importance 
of free trade to their nations’ success. They 
understand that trade is an enemy of pov-
erty and a friend of liberty. I want to thank 
the ambassadors for their role in getting 
this bill passed, especially the Andean am-
bassadors, who are such strong advocates 
for the Andean Trade Preference Act. By 
providing trade preference for products 
from four Andean democracies, we will 
build prosperity, reduce poverty, strengthen 

democracy, and fight illegal drugs with ex-
panding economic opportunity. 

Trade promotion authority gives the 
United States an important tool to break 
down trade barriers with all countries. We’ll 
move quickly to build free trade relation-
ships with individual nations, such as Chile 
and Singapore and Morocco. We’ll explore 
free trade relationships with others, such 
as Australia. The United States will nego-
tiate a Free Trade Area of the Americas 
and pursue regional agreements with the 
nations of Central America and the South-
ern African Customs Union. We’ll move 
forward globally, working with all nations 
to make the negotiations begun last year 
in Doha a success. A little more than a 
week ago, the United States put forward 
a far-reaching proposal to lower worldwide 
agricultural trade barriers. These innovative 
set of ideas can lead to real progress in 
this challenging area. 

Trade gives all nations the hope of shar-
ing in the great economic and social and 
political progress of our age. And trade will 
give American workers the hope that comes 
from better and higher paying jobs. Amer-
ica’s committed to building a world that 
trades in freedom and grows in prosperity 
and liberty. Today we have the tools to 
pursue that vision, and I look forward to 
the work ahead. 

And now it’s my honor and pleasure to 
sign into law the Trade Act of 2002. 

NOTE: The President spoke at noon in the 
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Ivonne A-Baki, Ecua-
dor’s Ambassador to the United States; and 
Carlos Alzamora Traverso, Peru’s Ambas-
sador to the United States. H.R. 3009, ap-
proved August 6, was assigned Public Law 
No. 107–210. 
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Remarks at Madison Central High School in Madison, Mississippi 
August 7, 2002 

Thanks for a warm welcome. Thanks for 
having me. It’s true, Congressman, I did 
bring Laura her coffee this morning. 
[Laughter] The only thing that was dif-
ferent from the past is, I brought it to 
her in Crawford, Texas. [Laughter] I have 
moved my office to Crawford, and I’m so 
honored my first stop after having moved 
my office to Crawford is in the great State 
of Mississippi. 

I want to thank you all for coming. I 
want to talk about three important goals 
for our country: One, win the war on ter-
ror; two, to protect the homeland; and 
three, to make it clear we will not rest 
until we have economic security for every-
body who lives in America. 

That’s a goal shared by the Mississippians 
for Economic Progress, and I want to thank 
them for hosting me today. I appreciate 
you all coming. I also want to thank the 
Congressman for introducing me. I also ap-
preciate so very much two fine—I mean 
fine—United States Senators from the great 
State of Mississippi who are here, and 
that’s, of course, Thad Cochran and the 
man I call Leader, Trent Lott. I want to 
thank very much Ronnie Shows for being 
here. Congressman, thank you for coming. 
I’m honored you’re here. I appreciate it. 
And I want to thank Roger Wicker, another 
member of the Mississippi congressional 
delegation, for coming. We’ve got Con-
gressmen everywhere. [Laughter] 

But there’s one special former Congress-
man with us. It’s a man—when I’m in 
Washington, I go to church right across 
the street from the White House, and this 
fellow always saves me a pew—a spot in 
the pew. He’s been a great friend of my 
family’s. He’s a great friend of Mississippi. 
He is the namesake of the Montgomery 
Institute in Meridian, Mississippi, and that’s 
Sonny Montgomery. [Applause] It looks like 

they still remember you, Sonny—[laugh-
ter]—and love you, just like I do. 

I want to thank members of the state-
house for coming. The Governor kindly 
came out to greet me today, and I’m thank-
ful for the Governor for being there. I want 
to thank the Lieutenant Governor, Gov-
ernor Tuck, for coming today. I want to 
appreciate the State senator, Travis Little, 
and all the other members of the state-
house who are here. It makes me feel wel-
come for you to come and to greet me. 
I thank you from the bottom of my heart. 

I also want to thank the mayors who 
are here. Mayor Mary Hawkins-Butler of 
Madison is here. I want to thank you, 
Madam Mayor, for coming. And Mayor 
Gene McGee, the mayor of Ridgeland, 
Mississippi, is here. David Allen is the vice 
chairman of the Mississippians for Eco-
nomic Progress, who gathered you all up. 
And I want to thank you, David, and your 
group for supporting this event. 

I want to thank J. Reeves, who is the 
principal of the Madison Central High 
School, for having us. I want to thank the 
Madison High band. Listen, you all were 
great when you serenaded us coming in. 
[Laughter] I tried to pop out of the lim-
ousine—[laughter]—to say thanks, but it 
was moving a little too fast. [Laughter] But 
I do want to thank you all. The principal 
was telling me you’re an award-winning 
band, and I so much appreciate the fact 
that you played. Unfortunately, most band 
members are in the overflow room, so if 
you’re listening, thanks. I also want to 
thank Mike Kent, who is the Madison 
County superintendent of education. 

I want to thank the folks who I just 
met with, Mississippi citizens from all walks 
of life who expressed their concerns to me 
on a variety of issues. And I’ll be discussing 
some of those issues. I met with some of 
the kindest, most decent doctors you can 
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possibly imagine who are with us today, 
people who love their communities, love 
their profession, are deeply concerned 
about the future of medicine in this State. 

I met WorldCom employees who no 
longer have work, who are disillusioned, 
like me and others, about the corporate 
fraud which is taking place in our country. 
I met with small-business owners who long 
to have an environment that will allow 
them to flourish. So I want to thank them 
for coming. I’m going to talk more about 
some of the issues around these partici-
pants. But you’ve got some fine folks in 
this State, and they took time to visit and 
share their frustrations with me. I want to 
thank them all for coming today, very 
much. 

I also want to welcome Star Wallin here. 
One of the things I love to do as I travel 
the country is to meet soldiers in the ar-
mies of compassion, people who have heard 
the call to love a neighbor just like they’d 
like to be loved themselves; people who 
don’t wait for a President to say, ‘‘You will 
go love somebody,’’ or Congress to pass 
a law; people who understand that part of 
being an American is to serve your commu-
nity by helping people in need. 

Star is here. She’s the founder of what’s 
called Project CARE, Compassion in Action 
creates a Ripple Effect for positive change. 
The unusual thing about Star is, she’s 18 
years old. She has—that’s not unusual; 
there’s a lot of 18-year-olds. [Laughter] 
What is unusual is, is that she is signing 
up people who went to her school to help 
people in need. As a result of her vision 
and her work and her compassion, 300 ele-
mentary school students were mentored by 
upperclassmen. The 300 benefited, as did 
the mentors. As a result of her vision, she 
has rallied people to feed the needy, to 
provide furniture for those who want. She 
has helped restore playgrounds on public 
schools. As a result of her vision, her com-
munity is better. She has set a fabulous 
example. Star, thank you for being here, 
and thank you for what you do. And I 

want to thank your family for being here 
as well. They did a pretty darn good job 
of raising you. 

My most important job as the President 
of this country is to protect the homeland. 
My most important job is to rally our gov-
ernments to do everything humanly pos-
sible to prevent the enemy from taking in-
nocent life again. That job goes on because 
the enemy still exists, an enemy that hates 
freedom and therefore hates America, peo-
ple who can’t stand the thought that we 
worship freely in this country and therefore 
hate us, coldblooded killers who don’t value 
life the way we value life. And so they’re 
still a threat to the homeland. There is 
still a threat that they might attack us again. 
And therefore, you need to know that your 
Government is doing everything humanly 
possible. A lot of fine folks are working 
overtime doing everything humanly possible 
to run down every hint, every lead, every 
piece of evidence to protect the homeland. 

I got to Washington, and after being 
there for a while, I took a look at the 
homeland security apparatus there in the 
Nation’s Capital. There are over 100 dif-
ferent agencies involved with homeland se-
curity. As I like to say, they’re scattered 
everywhere. And if they’re scattered every-
where, it makes it hard to hold people ac-
countable. And we need accountability all 
throughout Government—nothing more im-
portant, though, than to have accountability 
when it comes to protecting the homeland. 
I felt like, having taken a look at the situa-
tion, that in order to set the number one 
priority of all those agencies as the protec-
tion of the homeland, they needed to be 
under one agency, one Cabinet officer. And 
so I proposed to the country, to the Con-
gress, that we have a Department of 
Homeland Security that will be in charge, 
enforcing our borders. Listen, we need to 
know who’s coming in the country, what 
they’re bringing in the country, why they’re 
coming into the country, and if they’re leav-
ing when they’re supposed to be leaving 
the country. 
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We need to work with our courageous 
first-responders, the firefighters and the po-
lice and the EMS teams, all across our 
country to prepare—prepare as best as we 
possibly can for emergency. We need to 
be prepared to respond to a terrorism at-
tack using weapons of mass destruction. We 
need to better coordinate intelligence. We 
get intelligence gathered here and there, 
and we need somebody to analyze this, to 
address the vulnerabilities—assess the 
vulnerabilities so that we can address them 
to make the homeland more secure. That’s 
a major task of the office of homeland se-
curity. 

This isn’t a Republican issue, folks. This 
isn’t a Democrat issue. This is an American 
issue. This is what we need to do. We 
need to leave a legacy behind. And when 
we create the Department, we’ve got to 
do it right. See, we’re trying to leave a 
legacy not only for future Presidents but 
future Congress, so they can deal with the 
true threats of the 21st century. We’re in 
a different era here. 

And you need to know that I’m not inter-
ested in having to try to run a clumsy, 
slow-moving bureaucracy, that when we 
fashion a new Department, we must be 
able to react. We’ve got to be able to put 
the right people in the right job at the 
right time, without a thick book of rules 
that have little to do with protecting the 
American people. 

The number one priority of this agency 
must be the protection of the people, as 
opposed to representing narrow political in-
terests. I want to thank the Members of 
the House of Representatives who heard 
that message, who put their political turf 
aside and focused on the American people. 
Now the Senate must hear the message. 
These two Senators have heard the mes-
sage, and I want to thank them for their 
leadership—I want to thank them for their 
leadership. The leadership of the Senate 
must focus on what’s best for America, not 
what’s best on narrow interests, and get 
a bill to my desk that will enable me to 

say to the American people, ‘‘We’re doing 
everything we can to protect the home-
land.’’ 

The best way to protect the homeland 
in the long run is to hunt the killers down 
one by one and bring them to justice, 
which is what we’re going to do. This is 
a different kind of war. The leaders hide 
in caves and send youngsters to their death. 
But there’s no cave deep enough, no cave 
dark enough for an America, a resolved 
America, that loves our freedom. And so 
no matter how long it takes, no matter what 
the cost might be, for the sake of our free-
dom and for the sake of our children and 
our children’s children, we’re going to hunt 
them down. These are nothing but inter-
national criminals, and they’re going to be 
treated as international criminals. 

And we’re making good progress. We 
really are. It’s hard to tell it sometimes, 
because as we make progress, sometimes 
it doesn’t get on your cable channel. 
[Laughter] But you need to know we’re 
making progress. We’ve hauled in or cap-
tured—and I say ‘‘we’’—we’ve got a mighty 
coalition of countries from around the 
world that love freedom just like we love 
freedom, and they understand the true 
threats that we face. And we’ve captured 
over 2,000 of them in a pretty quick period 
of time. Another group of them, just about 
the same number, weren’t quite as lucky. 

But we’ve got a lot of work to do. I 
want the youngsters here, the high school 
students here, to know that we seek—we 
don’t seek revenge; we seek justice. And 
when we go into a country, we do so not 
to conquer but to liberate. There are young 
girls going to school in Afghanistan for the 
first time, thanks to the mighty Govern-
ment—mighty United States military and 
our friends and allies. And that’s important 
for you to remember. 

We face threats because we love free-
dom. Al Qaida represents threats, and we’re 
dealing with them. There are countries 
which harbor and develop weapons of mass 
destruction, countries run by people who 
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poison their own people, countries whose 
leadership has got a terrible record when 
it comes to valuing life, particularly inside 
their own country. And these are real 
threats, and we owe it to our children to 
deal with these threats. 

I will promise you that I am—will be 
patient and deliberate, that we will con-
tinue to consult with Congress, and of 
course, we’ll consult with our friends and 
allies. We will discuss these threats in real 
terms, and I will explore all options and 
all tools at my disposal, diplomacy, inter-
national pressure, perhaps the military. But 
it’s important for my fellow citizens to 
know that as we see threats evolving, we 
will deal with them. We must deal with 
them. History has called us into action. We 
love freedom, and we’ll deal with the 
threats that could eventually hurt our free-
doms. 

I’ve asked for the biggest increase in de-
fense spending since Ronald Reagan was 
the President for two reasons. One, anytime 
we commit our troops into harm’s way, they 
deserve the best pay, the best training, the 
best equipment possible. And two, the de-
fense budget sends a signal to our friends, 
allies, and to the enemy that we’re in this 
for the long haul, that we love our freedom 
so much that we’re in it for the long pull. 

I appreciate the fact that the House of 
Representatives has passed the defense ap-
propriations bill and the Senate has passed 
a defense appropriations bill. But taking 
care of our military must be the first order 
of business when Congress returns back to 
Washington. We owe the military every tool 
they need and every dollar it takes to win 
this war. And therefore, I call upon the 
leadership of the Congress to resolve, 
quickly resolve the differences between the 
House appropriations bill for defense and 
the Senate appropriations bill for defense 
and get that bill to my desk first thing 
when they get back so I can sign it. 

I’m going to continue to work to build 
the economics—the foundations for eco-
nomic security for our people. And I be-

lieve the foundation is strong. Listen, our 
economy is growing. It’s getting better. In-
flation is low. The great news—and I’m 
not surprised at this—is that worker pro-
ductivity is increasing dramatically. I’m not 
surprised because I know the American 
people. I know that the true strength of 
the country is our people. But listen, so 
long as anybody is looking for work and 
can’t find work, I think we’ve got a prob-
lem. When somebody is out there who says, 
‘‘I want to work and can’t find a job,’’ we 
need to do something about it. Look, the 
role of Government is not to create wealth 
but an environment in which the economy 
can grow. Everybody here knows this: 
We’re not going to tax our way to pros-
perity; we won’t regulate our way to pros-
perity; we certainly won’t litigate our way 
to prosperity. What we need to do is to 
always ask the question, ‘‘How do we in-
crease job growth and honest enterprise— 
and honest enterprise?’’ 

When I took office, our economy was 
beginning a recession. That’s what the facts 
have shown. Then our economy was hit 
by terrorists. Then our economy was hit 
by corporate scandals. But I’m certain of 
this: We won’t let fear undermine our 
economy, and we’re not going to let fraud 
undermine it either. 

I appreciate the work of both Repub-
licans and Democrats to pass the biggest 
corporate reforms since Franklin Roosevelt 
was the President. And I had the honor 
of signing that and working with members 
of both parties to get this bill done. We’re 
going to make sure the books are honest, 
the numbers are real, the auditors are au-
dited, and the criminals are punished. And 
the task force I put together is beginning 
to make progress. They’re investigating, ar-
resting, and will soon be prosecuting those 
who have betrayed the trust of employee 
and shareholder alike. For corporate lead-
ers found guilty of fraud and theft, there 
will be no more easy money, just hard time. 

And here in Mississippi, you know what 
I’m talking about. You know what it means 
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to be let down by shady corporate prac-
tices. Two of the good folks with whom 
I met earlier today had been let down by 
shady corporate practices. They lost their 
jobs and a good portion of their retirement 
funds because there was corporate malfea-
sance. They were cooking the books. They 
weren’t open and honest. People who dedi-
cate their lives to building the company 
who hired them deserve better, not only 
here in Mississippi but all over the country. 
People who invested in a local company 
because of State pride deserve better. By 
raising the standards of conduct in cor-
porate America, we’re going to protect the 
jobs. By holding people accountable, we’ll 
protect jobs and, as importantly, retirement 
security all across the country. 

And speaking about that, we’ve got to 
do more to protect worker pensions. Right 
now too many workers are locked into plans 
that force them to hold a large portion 
of their accounts in their company stock. 
There are a lot of plans that won’t let peo-
ple diversify, and that’s not right. I believe 
workers ought to be able to diversify after 
3 years in their company’s plan. I think 
we ought to trust workers with their own 
money. Right now workers get an update 
every year. They ought to get updates every 
3 months on their plan. They should be 
able to get sound investment advice. After 
all, it’s their money. 

I proposed these reforms months ago. 
The House acted. The Senate hasn’t. The 
Senate leadership, those who are running 
the Senate now, ought to bring these work-
er reforms forward. They ought to get this 
pension reform bill up and to my desk as 
soon as they get back from their vacations. 
And I’m not talking about the Senate lead-
ers here on the front row, either. [Laugh-
ter] 

Here in Mississippi you’re learning a 
hard lesson, that one of the biggest obsta-
cles to growth is the lawsuit industry. That’s 
one industry we don’t want to see grow. 
Junk and frivolous lawsuits can ruin an hon-
est business. Listen, small business is the 

backbone of our society. Most new jobs 
are created by small business. And when 
you have junk and frivolous lawsuits that 
could completely wipe out a small business 
hanging over the heads of small-business 
people, it doesn’t help. It hurts economic 
vitality and economic growth, and you’ve 
got to understand that. 

And in this State, the lawsuit industry 
is devastating the practice of medicine. And 
people around the country understand this 
is happening here. They’re getting the mes-
sage that the fastest growing industry is the 
lawsuit industry. Too many frivolous law-
suits in this State are being filed against 
doctors. That’s a fact. And too many jury 
awards are out of control. You’ve got too 
many of your doctors that are being forced 
to settle cases for large amounts of money 
even when they haven’t committed an 
error. And that’s not right, because you 
know who it hurts? It hurts the people; 
it hurts the people of Mississippi. It causes 
medicine, the cost of medicine, to go up, 
and that means people have to pay more 
money out of their pocket—all people. You 
may not think so, but it’s a hidden cost 
of your health care bill. 

You know what else it does? Because 
premiums go up or liabilities are threat-
ening—lawsuits are threatening doctors—I 
mean, some of the docs can’t get insurance 
coverage, which means they no longer want 
to provide care. And that hurts people too. 
Not only does excessive lawsuits cause your 
bill to go up, it makes it awfully hard for 
people in some parts of your State to even 
get medical care. And that’s a crime, and 
that’s a shame. 

And that’s a problem here in Mississippi 
and in other States too. I just met with 
some Mississippi doctors. These are people 
that love their communities and care deeply 
for their patients. But they are practicing 
their medicine in the face of hostile legal 
environments. These are good docs who 
can’t get liability insurance or—giving up 
their specialties or leaving their practices 
to go somewhere else. It’s estimated by 
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some that this great State could lose 10 
percent of your physicians this year, unless 
you do something about it. 

I want to tell you about Dr. Kooyer. 
He’s sitting right out there. He and his 
wife went to Rolling Fork, Mississippi, in 
the heart of the Delta. They did because, 
as he said, he felt a Christian calling to 
care for children, children who need help. 
That’s what he heard. Not only did he have 
skills, he’s got a heart. But because of frivo-
lous lawsuits, because every time he turns 
the corner somebody might sue him and 
because of his rising liability insurance pre-
miums, he’s leaving your State. He doesn’t 
want to leave your State. He loves Mis-
sissippi. He loves helping those who need 
help. He loves being a pediatrician, and 
so does his wife, but he’s had it. And so 
he’s leaving, which means there will be no 
pediatrician in that county in Mississippi. 
And that’s a shame. Lawsuits are driving 
them out of your State. It’s hurting people. 
It’s not hurting big institutions; it’s hurting 
the people. 

Dr. Frothingham—you talk about a man 
with a heart. You think Kooyer has got 
a heart? Wait until you hear Frothingham. 
[Laughter] He’s a great Mississippian, grew 
up here, thought he might try to live in 
South Carolina, realized what he was miss-
ing, came back to Mississippi. [Laughter] 
He’s a neurosurgeon. He talked with deep 
compassion about a man who suffered a 
trauma, a fellow he was with—Johnny was 
with us today. He’s a guy who understands 
that practicing medicine is more than just 
technology. It’s concern and care. They’re 
running him out of business. There’s too 
many frivolous lawsuits. And that hurts the 
State, and it hurts the country. It hurts 
people. 

Jill Mahaffey says she got lucky. She and 
her husband are here. They live in the 
Delta too. She got lucky. She heard she’s 
pregnant. She’s getting there, getting ready. 
She goes to the doctor. He says, ‘‘I’ve got 
to leave’’—ob-gyn getting ready to leave be-
cause of lawsuits, because of the threats, 

because even if you’re a doctor who prac-
tices good medicine, you’re going to get 
sued in this State and in other States. Be-
lieve this or not, fortunately, she was get-
ting toxic, and the doc induced labor before 
he quit his practice. She says she was lucky, 
and she was. 

But these human stories, these stories 
of people going without or could go without 
have got to end in this country. And it’s 
not just in Mississippi. There are other 
States being affected by the lawsuit indus-
try, and we need to do something about 
it. This State needs to do something about 
it, and so does Washington, DC, need to 
do something about these frivolous lawsuits. 

Well, some say, ‘‘That’s not a Federal 
issue. Here you are in Mississippi. You’re 
talking about Mississippi’s problem. Leave 
it in Mississippi.’’ That’s a Federal issue. 
I’ll tell you why. If you agree with me 
that these junk lawsuits run up the cost 
of medicine, then it becomes a Federal 
issue when you realize all the dollars we 
spend on Medicare. It’s a Federal issue 
when you think about all the money we 
spend on Medicaid to help people. It’s a 
Federal issue when you think about all the 
veterans hospitals around the country. 

No, it’s a Federal issue, and it’s time 
for the Congress to pass a minimum Fed-
eral standard which says this: One, if you’re 
hurt, you ought to have your day in court, 
and you ought to be able to recover full 
economic damages—no problem about that. 
Everybody agrees with that. If you get hurt, 
you ought to be able to go to your court, 
the courthouse, and be treated—you ought 
to get fair compensation for your economic 
damages. But we cannot have unlimited 
noneconomic damages and punitive dam-
ages drive health care away from the peo-
ple. So I strongly support and I urge Con-
gress to have reasonable Federal limits on 
noneconomic damages—$250,000 is reason-
able. I think we ought to have a cap on 
punitive damages. I think we ought to have 
joint and several liability reform. And I 
know we ought to allow doctors and folks 
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who work in hospitals to be able to evaluate 
practice, to be able to analyze best prac-
tices on behalf of the patients without fear 
of a frivolous or junk lawsuit. It’s time for 
Congress to act. It’s time. This liability sys-
tem of ours should serve patients, not trial 
lawyers. 

There’s more we can do, and I look for-
ward to working with Congress to make 
sure economic security is solid in America. 
You know, I believe that when you let a 
man or a woman keep more of his or her 
own money, it means he or she is going 
to demand a good or a service. And when 
they demand a good or a service, somebody 
is going to produce the good and service. 
And when somebody produces the good 
and service, somebody is likely to expand 
the job base. That’s the school of economic 
thought I come from. And that’s why I 
worked closely with then-Leader Lott and 
Speaker Hastert and people from both par-
ties to pass a significant tax reduction on 
behalf of the American people. This tax 
reduction was well-timed. When you look 
at the fact that our economy was now— 
as we found out—in recession when I took 
office, it’s well-timed. When people have 
more of their own money, it’s how you 
fight a recession, and that was important. 

But interestingly enough, as a result of 
a quirk in the law of the Senate, these 
tax reforms, these tax reductions—not only 
income tax reductions but significantly re-
ducing the marriage penalty and repealing 
the death tax—all those go away, all those 
reductions, after 10 years. For the sake of 
economic vitality, for the sake of allowing 
people to plan, for the sake of small busi-
nesses and farmers and ranchers all across 
the country, we need to make the tax re-
ductions permanent. 

We need to make sure that construction 
projects go forward. After September the 
11th, about $8 billion worth of construction 
projects were delayed or killed because 
people couldn’t get lending, couldn’t get 
commercial property financing for the lack 
of terrorism insurance. The Congress needs 

to act on this issue. For the sake of the 
hardhats here in America, for the good, 
hard-working people in Mississippi that are 
building bridges and commercial projects, 
for the people’s sake—blue-collar workers 
all across America—we need to get a ter-
rorism insurance bill that will provide some 
surety so that these commercial projects 
can go forward, so that our construction 
workers will be back to work. It’s time for 
the House and the Senate to reconcile its 
differences and, as you do so, make sure 
that you keep the workers in mind and 
not the lawyers. 

So I wanted to come to Mississippi to 
talk to you about our Nation’s priorities. 
And I want to thank you for giving me 
a chance to come. I want to tell you how 
I feel about the country and its future. 
You’re looking at an optimist. There is no 
problem we can’t solve in this country. I 
believe out of the evil done to America 
is going to come some incredible good. I 
say that with certainty because the strength 
of the country is the American people. The 
American people have got great hearts, 
great resolve, great compassion, and great 
determination. 

This country is going to lead the world 
to peace. No, I know all the war rhetoric, 
but it’s all aimed at achieving peace. That’s 
my dream. I want there to be peace for 
generations of Americans. I want there to 
be peace for generations of Israelis and Pal-
estinians, peace in South Asia. And by 
being strong and determined, by speaking 
clearly about good and evil, by being pa-
tient and resolved, I believe that we can 
help lead the world to peace. 

And here at home, we can lead, all of 
us can lead our country to a more compas-
sionate future. There are pockets of despair 
in America. There are pockets of addiction 
and hopelessness. So long as one of us suf-
fers, all of us suffers, as far as I’m con-
cerned. And yet, I fully understand the lim-
itations of Government. We can hand out 
money in Washington, DC, but we can’t 
put hope in people’s hearts or a sense of 
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purpose in people’s lives. I wish I knew 
the law that would say, ‘‘We will all love 
each other.’’ Lott would sponsor it. I’d sign 
it. [Laughter] There is no Government law. 
There’s a universal law. There’s a higher 
law, and that’s really the strength of Amer-
ica. 

People have heard that call. People say, 
‘‘What can I do to help after September 
the 11th?’’ I’ve said, ‘‘Love your neighbor.’’ 
If you want to help, mentor a child. If 
you want to help, go see a shut-in and 
tell them you love them. If you want to 
help, feed the hungry. Build a house with 
Habitat. Run a Boy Scout troop or Girl 
Scout troop. If you want to help, just tell 
somebody, ‘‘I care for you. I hope you— 
I hope if you’ve got a problem, you come 
and call on me.’’ 

You see, America can be saved one heart, 
one soul, one conscience at a time. One 
person can’t do everything. I know that. 
The task seems large, but one person can 
do something. I’m asking you to be that 
one person doing something to help make 
your community and Mississippi and our 

Nation a place of hope, a place of decency, 
a place of compassion for every citizen who 
is fortunate enough to be an American. 

No, the enemy hit us. They hit us, but 
they didn’t know who they were hitting. 
Oh, they probably thought we’d file a law-
suit or two. [Laughter] But they hit a na-
tion that loves freedom, and we’ll defend 
our freedoms. They also found out about 
our heart, that out of the evil done to 
America will come incredible good, because 
we’re the greatest nation on the face of 
the Earth. 

Thank you for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. in 
the gymnasium. In his remarks, he referred 
to Representative Charles W. ‘‘Chip’’ Pick-
ering of Mississippi; Gov. Ronnie Musgrove 
and Lt. Gov. Amy Tuck of Mississippi; pedia-
tricians Dr. Kurt Kooyer and his wife, Maria 
Weller; and neurosurgeon Dr. Rodney 
Frothingham. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks. 

Remarks at a Luncheon for Representative Charles W. Pickering in 
Jackson, Mississippi 
August 7, 2002 

Thank you. Well, Chip, thank you very 
much. It’s nice to be back here to Mis-
sissippi. I did bring Laura her coffee this 
morning. [Laughter] I don’t want to put 
any pressure on Trent. [Laughter] But the 
good news is, it was in Crawford, Texas. 
[Laughter] 

I want to thank you for having me. I’m 
not going to stay for lunch; I’m going to 
head on home. I’ve changed addresses for 
a brief moment. I took my office from 
Washington to Crawford. I look forward to 
spending some time outside of our Nation’s 
Capital. And I’m honored that the first 
place that I’ve come to since I’ve moved 

my office was the great State of Mississippi. 
It’s wonderful to be back here again. Laura 
and I have got a lot of friends here, and 
we appreciate our friends. 

I want to thank you all for coming to 
help Chip. I’m here today because I want 
to make it as clear as I possibly can: You 
need to send Chip Pickering back to the 
United States House of Representatives. 
And I want to thank you all for helping. 
I want to thank you for contributing not 
only your money but your time. I know 
many of you are involved with grassroots 
politics, and that’s good. That’s how you 
win, is to invigorate the grassroots, like this 

1364 



e Aug 04 2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00213 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.005 193761

Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Aug. 7 

man is doing. So I want to thank you not 
only for what you have done, but what 
you’re going to do—which is to man the 
phones and put up the signs and turn out 
the vote. I like to put it this way: When 
you find a good one, you’ve got to keep 
him. And you’ve got a good one in Chip 
Pickering. 

And he’s got a fine family. I want to 
thank Leisha for her dedication to the Pick-
ering family. I don’t know where all the 
ones in the red shirts are, but they were 
at the last place I was. Those Pickering 
boys kept coming, one after another. 
[Laughter] But I love a man who loves 
his family, and Chip loves his family. I also 
want to thank Margaret Ann Pickering for 
being here, Chip’s mom. 

And I want to say something as clearly 
as I can about why we need to control 
the United States Senate. I put a good man 
up, named Judge Pickering, for a higher 
court. And the people who control the Sen-
ate maligned this good man’s character. 
They didn’t treat him right. It’s not good 
for America to have this kind of politics— 
take a good person and not treat him well, 
not give him the benefit of the doubt. We 
need to change the United States Senate 
so that we end this kind of politics on the 
judiciary and allow good people, good, hon-
orable judges, to serve our Nation. The 
Senate did wrong by Judge Pickering. I did 
right by naming him to the bench. 

And he has no better friends in the Sen-
ate than Thad Cochran and Trent Lott, and 
I appreciate their leadership. I want to 
thank Thad and Trent for their friendship. 
When it comes to Mississippi, those men 
are pretty good about making the Mis-
sissippi case; you just need to know that. 
[Laughter] 

One of my favorite things to do—I’m 
an early morning guy; I get to the White 
House early. And I love to take Barney 
out on the South Lawn. He’s a Scottish 
terrier. The Lotts, Tricia and Trent, they 
love Scottish terriers. And I bring Spot 
there to the Oval Office. Spot was born 

at the White House, so she’s quite used 
to being in the Oval Office and respects 
the new rug. [Laughter] And I get there 
early in the morning. One of my favorite 
things to do is to call up Trent—he’s not 
an early morning guy—[laughter]—and 
share with him my Barney stories. [Laugh-
ter] But you’re well represented by these 
two fine men. They’re doing a great job 
for Mississippi, and they’re doing a great 
job for America too. 

And it’s great to see Tricia, great to see 
Tricia. Laura and Tricia are fast friends, 
and I look forward to telling Laura today 
when I get back home that I got to see 
her buddy Tricia, Tricia Lott. 

I also want to thank Congressman Roger 
Wicker. He, too, has done a fine job. He 
and Chip make a pretty darn good pair 
for the people of Mississippi. I want to 
thank Clinton LeSueur for running for the 
United States Congress. Where are you, 
Clinton? Go get them; I wish you all the 
best. 

I appreciate so very much my friend G.V. 
‘‘Sonny’’ Montgomery for being here, 
Sonny Montgomery. Sonny is a long-time 
friend of my family’s. We’re really proud 
to call him friend. He was a fabulous Con-
gressman for the State of Mississippi. When 
I’m in town there in Washington, I go to 
church right across the street. Sonny always 
reserves me a spot in the pew there. But 
I forgot to say in the earlier rally, he also 
puts a couple of dollars in the plate on 
my behalf. [Laughter] I’m running up quite 
a debt to Sonny. [Laughter] Keep giving, 
Sonny, and one of these days I’m going 
to pay you back. [Laughter] Oh, we’re even 
now? Okay, good. [Laughter] But anyway, 
it’s great to see Sonny. 

It’s great to see Haley Barbour here, the 
former RNC Chairman, a man who loves 
Mississippi and has never left. I want to 
thank Phil Bryant, who is the Mississippi 
State auditor. Phil, thank you for being 
here; appreciate you being here, sir. And 
Dick Hall, the Mississippi transportation 
commissioner, is here with us as well. 
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Thank you, Dick. I want to thank Jim Her-
ring, who is the chairman of the mighty 
Republican Party of Mississippi. And Cindy 
Phillips, national committeewoman, I want 
to thank her for coming too. Thank you, 
Cindy; good to see you. 

I appreciate so very much you all coming 
to help Chip. It’s important Denny Hastert 
remain the Speaker of the House. Equally 
important, it’s important that you’re rep-
resented by this good man. He is what 
we call an up-and-comer. He’s a star today; 
he’s going to be a bigger star tomorrow, 
because he’s a man of principle. See, he 
doesn’t get up there and kind of try to 
wag his finger to figure out which way the 
wind is blowing. He stands on principle, 
and he stands strong on those principles. 
He believes in faith and family and Mis-
sissippi, in that order. 

Before September the 11th, he was for 
a strong military, just like a lot of folks 
in Mississippi believe in a strong military. 
That was good, because after September 
the 11th, we needed a strong military. He’s 
going to work with me to make sure that 
our military budgets are sound. 

He’s a fellow who believes in educating 
every child—every child. We passed a good 
piece of legislation. Interestingly enough, 
it’s called the No Child Left Behind legisla-
tion. I mean that, by the way, and so does 
Chip—no child left behind. The principles 
behind that bill are pretty simple and easy 
to understand. First, you’ve got to set high 
standards. See, if you believe certain chil-
dren can’t learn, certain children won’t 
learn. So you’ve got to insist upon high 
standards. There’s a Federal role for insist-
ing upon high standards because we spend 
a lot of money helping people, helping 
States. So we expect the best. We believe 
every child can learn. 

And if you believe every child can learn, 
then you ought to insist that we measure 
to see whether every child is learning. If 
you believe every child can learn, therefore 
we ought to know whether that’s the case. 
If you believe certain children can’t learn, 

then don’t bother to measure. But if you 
believe every child can learn, and if you’re 
taking Federal money, the bill we passed 
says show us—it’s not a Federal Govern-
ment test—you in Mississippi show us 
whether or not children are learning to 
read and write and add and subtract. 

And if they are, they’ll be praise for the 
teachers. See, we believe in local control 
of schools. There will be praise for those 
who have insisted upon excellence for every 
child. But if you can’t show us, then you 
need to change. The reason why we insist 
upon accountability is not to punish but 
to save lives. It is not to say, ‘‘These people 
are bad.’’ It’s to say, ‘‘What you’re doing 
isn’t working.’’ We insist that every child 
in America learn, and nobody should be 
left behind. 

I appreciate Chip’s support and vision 
about economic security. The role of Gov-
ernment is not to create wealth. The role 
of Government is to create an environment 
in which the entrepreneur can flourish, in 
which small businesses can grow to be big 
businesses, in which people feel confident 
about expanding the job base, so people 
can find work. The foundations for eco-
nomic growth are strong in America. Infla-
tion is low. Monetary policy is good. Pro-
ductivity is up. There is growth in our 
economy. But so long as somebody who 
wants to find work can’t find work, I think 
we have a problem and need to continue 
to work on policies that will encourage eco-
nomic growth. And Chip understands that. 

You know, when I came into office, we 
were beginning a recession. I remember 
the Vice President saying that clearly. And 
immediately the world in Washington start 
wagging their finger at him, and it turns 
out he was right. The numbers, the statis-
tics have shown that for the first three 
quarters of my Presidency, we were in re-
cession. It was during that period that I 
argued for a tax cut for the American peo-
ple. See, in times of recession, it’s impor-
tant to let people keep their own money. 
And when they keep their own money, 
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they’re going to demand some good or 
service. And by demanding a good or a 
service, somebody will produce the good 
and service, which means jobs. That’s what 
that means. 

I want to appreciate Chip’s support of 
the tax relief plan. Those tax cuts were 
well-timed. And by the way, inherent in 
the tax relief is not just a reduction of 
rates on income taxes; it’s a small-business 
vitality program, because most small busi-
nesses are sole proprietors, or most small 
businesses are limited partnerships, and 
they pay taxes at the individual rate. And 
thereby, dropping individual rates, you’ve 
stimulated small-business growth. 

We’ve also slashed the marriage penalty 
and have done a—gone a long way toward 
repealing the death tax, which is punitive 
on Mississippi farmers and ranchers and 
small-business owners. I say ‘‘gone a long 
way’’ because, because of a quirk in the 
Senate law, after 10 years those tax relief 
packages revert back to where they were. 
And so one way to continue to set the 
foundation for economic growth is to have 
certainty in the Tax Code. Therefore, it’s 
important for Mississippi to send somebody 
to Washington who understands that, who 
is willing to join me in making sure the 
tax relief package we passed in the midst 
of a recession are permanent. I call upon 
Congress to make the tax cuts permanent 
so the American people can plan and grow. 

I understand full well what has happened 
here in Mississippi and in other commu-
nities when they have been deceived by 
corporate wrongdoing. Today I met with 
two ladies who worked for WorldCom here 
in Mississippi. They had their savings in-
vested in the company. They no longer 
work for the company. They’re disillu-
sioned, and they should be. They should 
be disillusioned. Anybody—anytime any-
body abuses their positions of authority by 
hedging numbers, that’s not right—by not 
being open and honest, particularly when 
a shareholder or employee is relying upon 
you. Chip understands that. The Congress 

understood that. They passed good laws. 
And this administration is going to inves-
tigate, we will arrest, and we will prosecute 
those who betray the trust of the American 
people and their shareholders and employ-
ees of American companies. 

Today I came to Mississippi to talk about 
liability reform. I’m worried about what the 
frivolous lawsuits have done to the health 
care systems across America. There is a 
Federal responsibility when it comes to 
health care. After all, we write checks for 
Medicare. Chip talked about prescription 
drugs for Medicare. We need a prescription 
drug program for the seniors. We need a 
modern Medicare system. But we also 
spend a lot of money. And these frivolous 
lawsuits run up the cost of Medicare, and 
they run up the cost of Medicaid, and they 
run up the cost of veterans programs. It’s 
a Federal responsibility. And so for the 
sake of controlling health care costs, we 
need medical liability reform at the Federal 
level. 

I worry about health care systems, not 
only where the costs are high but where 
people have trouble finding health care 
they need. We heard from stories today 
about ob-gy—or pediatricians in the Delta. 
One fellow came, named Kooyer, Dr. 
Kooyer. He came down to Mississippi be-
cause, as he said, his Christian calling asked 
him to come down, told him to come down 
to help people in need. There’s a pediatri-
cian in some of the poorest counties in 
America wanting to provide health care for 
people in need, and he’s leaving your State 
because the lawsuits are driving him out 
of the State. You need to do something 
about it here in Mississippi, and we need 
to do something about it in Washington, 
DC. And Chip Pickering understands that. 

No, I appreciate Chip. I appreciate his 
attitude. I hope Mississippi rejects the poli-
tics of putting people in one class or an-
other and pitting them against each other. 
That’s not how you get ahead in a society. 
We’ve got too much of that in Washington. 
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And one of the reasons, one of the objec-
tives I’ve got is to get rid of that kind 
of politics, of saying, you know, ‘‘If you’re 
in this group or that group, you’re either 
no good, or we’re going to make you fight 
in order to get ahead.’’ That is not good 
for the country. Chip is a unifier; he’s not 
a divider. He sets the right tone, as far 
as I’m concerned. And that’s the kind of 
tone that will make you proud when you 
send him back to Washington, DC. 

I look forward to working with Congress 
when we get back, particularly the Senate, 
to make sure this Department of Homeland 
Security that I proposed is set up right. 
I say that because our number one priority 
now is to make sure that the enemy doesn’t 
hit us again. And they’re out there, by the 
way. These are people that hate America 
because we love freedom. They hate what 
we stand for. They hate the fact that we 
worship freely, that all religions are wel-
come here in America. They hate that. 
They hate the fact that we speak our mind. 
They hate the fact that we have good polit-
ical discourse. They hate everything we 
stand for, and so therefore, they’re going 
to keep coming. 

And my job and the job of the Congress 
is to work together to do everything we 
can to protect our homeland. It’s to make 
sure that we do everything we can to get 
our agencies cooperating, make sure that 
the agencies involved with homeland secu-
rity, of which there’s over 100, have as their 
number one priority the protection of the 
American people. And so I said, ‘‘Why 
don’t we put them all under a single De-
partment of Homeland Security?’’ Look, I 
recognize I wasn’t the guy that ran for of-
fice and said, ‘‘Vote for me. I’m for bigger 
Government.’’ I did say I want to make 
Government work better. And I think this 
will make Government work better. 

And the House of Representatives passed 
a good piece of legislation which will allow 
our administration, or the next administra-
tion or the next administration after that, 
to put the right people in the right place 

at the right time in order to protect the 
homeland. And I will not accept a bill that 
hamstrings the capacity of an administration 
to do that. And the Senate just needs to 
know—and I appreciate Senator Lott and 
Senator Cochran’s support on this issue— 
that we will continue to argue for what’s 
best for the American people, not what’s 
best for either political turf or special inter-
est groups in Washington, DC. The protec-
tion of the people is more important than 
setting up so many bureaucratic rules that 
we won’t be able to protect the people. 
And so I look forward to getting a good 
bill out of the Senate and a bill on my 
desk. 

In the meantime, I hope you realize that 
there are a lot of people working hard to 
protect our homeland. We’re doing a better 
job of sharing information. We’re running 
down every lead, every hint. Every time 
we find out that somebody might be think-
ing about doing something to America, 
we’re reacting. And there’s a lot of good 
people reacting on our behalf. And I want 
to thank you for that, and I want to assure 
you that we take every possible hint seri-
ously. We do. 

I also want to tell you that I know the 
best way to protect the homeland is to find 
the killers and bring them to justice. We 
must hunt them down one by one to secure 
America, and we will. It’s a different kind 
of war. I know you know that. The Amer-
ican people have come to understand that, 
that the first war of the 21st century is 
different from the previous wars. In the 
past, we would follow infantries and forma-
tions of aircraft and fleets of ships across 
oceans. We would know where they were, 
and we’d watch whether or not battlefields 
were taken or not. Now we’re fighting indi-
viduals who hide in caves and send young-
sters to their death. We’re fighting people 
that move money around surreptitiously 
and attack by means of terror. That’s who 
we’re fighting. But it’s still a war. We fight 
for freedom. Just like the previous wars 
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we fought for freedom, we fight for free-
dom now, which means that we have to 
think differently about how we fight the 
war. 

The first stage of any war is to make 
certain doctrines clear. One doctrine we 
made clear and we’re continuing to make 
clear is, no matter what the cost, we defend 
freedom in America. That’s why I sub-
mitted a significant budget—a defense 
budget, the biggest since Ronald Reagan, 
because I understand the price of freedom 
is high. But it’s not too high, as far as 
I’m concerned. Anytime we put our uni-
formed folks into harm’s way, they deserve 
the best pay, the best training, and the 
best possible equipment. It also is a signal, 
by the way—the size of the defense bill 
is a signal that says, we’re in this for the 
long run. I like to remind people, there’s 
not a calendar on my desk. Senator Lott 
will tell you, or Senator Cochran, who’s 
been in the office, there’s not a calendar 
in the Oval Office that says, oh, by such-
and-such a date we’re through, that we’ll 
all go home. That’s not the way it is when 
it comes to defending freedom and winning 
the first war of the 21st century. We’re 
relentless, and we’re determined. 

And so the first doctrine is, no matter 
what the cost to defend our freedoms, we’ll 
pay it. The second doctrine is, if you harbor 
a terrorist, or if you feed a terrorist, you’re 
just as guilty as the terrorists. 

And the Taliban learned now what we 
meant. The Taliban found out what we 
meant. And I want you all to remind your 
youngsters who are here, or remind your 
youngsters if they’re not here, that their 
Government sent our military into Afghani-
stan not to conquer a people but to free 
a people, to free people from the clutches 
of a barbaric regime which would not even 
educate young girls. And so for the first 
time in Afghanistan, many young girls get 
to go to school, thanks to the United States 
and our coalition. 

The other doctrine is, is that either 
you’re with us and those of us who love 

freedom, or you’re with the enemy. And 
that doctrine still holds too. We’ve put to-
gether a vast coalition of people that under-
stand the stakes, and the coalition still is 
strong. I mean, we’re trying to disrupt 
money. We’re sharing intelligence. We’ve 
hauled in over 2,000 people—2,000 of 
these killers. Another 2,000 or more haven’t 
been as lucky. 

The other day, the Government of Gloria 
Arroyo in the Philippines went after the 
Abu Sayyaf * group. It looks like the head 
of that group met his demise. That’s the 
group, by the way, that had captured Amer-
ican missionaries; the husband of a wonder-
ful lady named Gracia Burnham was killed. 
Either you’re with us, or you’re with the 
enemy. The Philippines and other countries 
around the world are denying sanctuary to 
these killers. We’ve got them on the run. 
We’re going to keep them on the run. 

As well, ‘‘Either you’re with us, or you’re 
with the enemy’’ also applies to nations 
which harbor weapons of mass destruction; 
nations which have got abysmal human 
rights record at home, at their own homes; 
nations which have not been able to live 
at peace with their neighbors; nations 
which would use those weapons of mass 
destruction to either destroy and/or black-
mail the United States and our friends and 
allies. 

I’m a patient person. I’ve got a—we’ve 
got a lot of tools at our disposal. I believe 
in consultation with Congress. I believe in 
consultation with our friends and allies. But 
those who have talked to me know that 
history has called us to this moment. For 
the sake of our children and our grand-
children, we can’t let the world’s worst 
leaders blackmail and threaten the United 
States with the world’s worst weapons. 
[At this point, there was a gap in the audio 
feed.] 
——is going to come some good. I love 
to speculate about what was going through 

* White House correction. 
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the enemy’s mind. What were they thinking 
when they hit America? They must have 
thought that we were so materialistic or 
self-absorbed or shallow or so worried 
about our own prosperity, our own indi-
vidual wealth, that we were unwilling to 
serve something greater than ourself in life; 
that when the enemy hit, we would just 
kind of make noise and do nothing about 
it. They didn’t understand the character of 
the American people. I do. That’s why I 
can predict with confidence that out of the 
evil done to America will come some good. 

I know this Nation. I know our heart. 
I know our determination. I know our re-
solve. I firmly believe that by remaining 
strong in the face of terror and by remain-
ing committed to the human values that 
we hold dear, that we can achieve peace 
in parts of the world that may have given 
up on peace. I believe we can lead others 
to realize that peace is possible and peace 
can happen and peace will happen in the 
Middle East or in South Asia. And I believe 
we can achieve the peace we dream for, 
for our children and our children’s chil-
dren. 

I also know at home that out of the 
evil done to America can come some in-
credible good, because I’ve seen the spirit 
of America. I saw it when I saw the coal 
miners that were rescued in Pennsylvania. 
I see it firsthand everywhere I go. I saw 
it today with a child who came out—18-
year-old girl who came out to the airport 
to greet me, who upon her own initiative 
signed up her classmates to mentor chil-
dren in need and fed the homeless, fed 
the hungry. I saw her in action. I saw her 
love, and I saw her compassion. It didn’t 
require an act of Government to get her 
to love a neighbor like she’d like to be 
loved herself. She felt the spirit, and she 
felt the call. 

And that’s happening all across America. 
That’s what this Nation is made out of. 
There are thousands of people all across 
this country who reach out to a child and 
say, ‘‘What can I do to make sure you un-

derstand that America is meant for you?’’ 
You see, our society can change and will 
change, one heart, one soul, one person 
at a time. And people say, ‘‘Well, I can’t 
do everything.’’ But you can do something. 
You can do something to make the commu-
nity in which you live a better place. 

And that’s why I’m such a believer in 
the Faith-Based Initiative. Government 
shouldn’t discriminate against faith. Gov-
ernment should welcome faith, the power 
of faith, whether it comes through the 
Christian church, through Judaism, or 
through Islam, can change people’s lives 
for the better. And we must welcome that 
faith in our society. 

I started running for office in Texas be-
cause I was hopeful to be a part of a cul-
tural change in America, a change from 
a culture which had said, ‘‘If it feels good, 
just go ahead and do it,’’ and ‘‘If you’ve 
got a problem, blame somebody else.’’ I 
believe the culture is shifting in America. 
People are beginning to understand that 
serving something other than yourself is an 
important part of being an American. 

And perhaps the most vivid example of 
that came on Flight 93. Average citizens 
were flying across the country that fateful 
day. They heard their airplane was going 
to be used as a weapon, perhaps against 
the Capitol or against the White House, 
certainly against innocent Americans. They 
said a prayer. They told their loved ones 
goodbye. One guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll,’’ and 
they drove the plane in the ground. It is 
a signal, a symbol of what it means to be 
an American, of serving something greater 
than yourself in life. No, out of the evil 
done to America is going to come some 
incredible good, because we’re the greatest 
nation, full of the finest people, on the 
face of the Earth. 

Thank you all for coming. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:35 p.m. in 
the Grand Ballroom at the Hilton Jackson 
and Convention Center. In his remarks, he 
referred to Representative Pickering’s wife, 
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Leisha, and his father, Charles W. Pickering, 
Sr.; Senator Trent Lott and his wife, Tricia; 
Clinton B. LeSueur, candidate for Mis-
sissippi’s Second Congressional District; pe-
diatrician Dr. Kurt Kooyer; and Star Wallin, 
founder, Project CARE. The transcript re-

leased by the Office of the Press Secretary 
did not include the complete remarks of the 
President due to a gap in the audio feed from 
the event. Representative Pickering was a 
candidate for reelection in Mississippi’s 
Third Congressional District. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives on Emergency 
Funding for the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
August 7, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
In accordance with provisions of Public 

Law 107–116, the Departments of Labor, 
Health and Human Services, Education, 
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 
2002, I hereby request and make available 
appropriations of $100 million for the Low 
Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
of the Department of Health and Human 
Services. These funds will enable the De-
partment to address the needs of low-in-
come households in 33 States and the Dis-
trict of Columbia experiencing hotter than 
normal weather conditions. 

I designate the $100 million made avail-
able today as an emergency requirement 
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Con-
trol Act of 1985, as amended. The details 
of this action are set forth in the enclosed 
letter from the Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget. I concur with his 
comments and observations. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on August 8. 

Statement on the Terrorist Attacks in Colombia 
August 8, 2002 

On behalf of the people of the United 
States, I offer sympathy and condolences 
to the families of those murdered and to 
those injured by the terrorists in Colombia. 
I condemn these heinous acts. The terror-
ists in Colombia have made their goals 
clear: to kill the aspirations of the Colom-
bian people for a free, prosperous, and 
democratic state. Through violence against 

innocents, the terrorists seek the destruc-
tion of the democratically elected Govern-
ment of Colombia. The United States 
stands with the people of Colombia in their 
struggle against terror, and we support 
President Uribe’s efforts to bring the mur-
derers to justice. 
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Exchange With Reporters in Waco, Texas 
August 10, 2002 

Iraq/President’s Economic Forum 
The President. Anybody got anything? 
Q. Do you, sir? 
The President. Well, I do. I’m in close 

consultations with my senior staff on a vari-
ety of subjects. As I said yesterday, I have 
no timetable for any of our policies as re-
gards to Iraq. That—yesterday I spent time 
with my principal advisers on that subject, 
as well as others. 

I am pleased with the reports about the 
productivity of American workers. I thought 
that was a continuing signal that our econ-
omy grows and strengthens. Next week I’ll 
be having an economic summit that—we’ll 
discuss ways that we can further job 
growth. 

So, anyway, I’ll be spending some time 
on subjects that might interest you all. 

Q. Mr. President, yesterday in an inter-
view, I guess, with Scott [Scott Lindlaw, 
Associated Press], you described Iraq as the 
enemy. 

The President. I described them as the 
axis of evil once. I described them as an 
enemy until proven otherwise. They obvi-
ously, you know, desire weapons of mass 
destruction. I presume that he still views 
us as an enemy. I have constantly said that 
we owe it to our children and our chil-
dren’s children to free the world from 
weapons of mass destruction in the hands 
of those who hate freedom. This is a man 
who has poisoned his own people. I mean, 
he’s had a history of tyranny. 

Q. I’m sorry, if I could follow up. Are 
you surprised that you haven’t been able 
to build more support within the region 
and within Europe for taking action? 

The President. Well, Stretch [Richard 
Keil, Bloomberg News], I think most peo-
ple understand he is a danger. But as I’ve 
said in speech after speech, I’ve got a lot 
of tools at my disposal. And I’ve also said 
I am a deliberate person. And so I’m— 

we’re in the process of consulting not only 
with Congress, like I said I do the other 
day, but with our friends and allies. And 
the consultation process is a positive part 
of really allowing people to fully understand 
our deep concerns about this man, his re-
gime, and his desires to have weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Last question, and then I’ve got to go 
chip and putt for a birdie. [Laughter] It 
was a good drive. 

Q. It looked kind of right. 
Q. Do you think the American people 

are prepared for casualties in Iraq? 
The President. Well, I think that that 

presumes there’s some kind of imminent 
war plan. As I said, I have no timetable. 
What I do believe the American people 
understand is that weapons of mass de-
struction in the hands of leaders such as 
Saddam Hussein are very dangerous for 
ourselves, our allies. They understand the 
concept of blackmail. They know that when 
we speak of making the world more safe, 
we do so not only in the context of Al 
Qaida and other terrorist groups but na-
tions that have proven themselves to be 
bad neighbors and bad actors. 

Thank you. Have fun today. 
[At this point, the President continued his 
round of golf.] 

President’s Visit/Legislative Bipartisanship 
The President. I’m having a lot of fun. 

It’s good to be back here with my friends 
in Texas, including Senator Sibley, a fine 
lad. 

Former State Senator David Sibley. A 
young man. [Laughter] 

The President. We’re just talking about 
the old days, what it’s like to be in a legisla-
tive environment where Republicans and 
Democrats can get together to do what’s 
right; what it’s like to be in a legislative 
environment where people decide to do 
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what’s best for a—something greater than 
themselves as opposed to what’s best for 
a political party. 

Q. Think you’ll be able to do that in 
Washington with pension reform? 

The President. I hope so, on all issues. 
My call is that Republicans and Democrats 
need to work together—like on homeland 
security, on terrorism insurance, on pension 
reform. There’s too much politics in Wash-
ington. 

Judicial Nominee Priscilla Owen 
Senator Sibley. I don’t remember any-

body ever busting a judge. 
The President. Yes, busting judges, as he 

mentioned. There’s too much politics. 
Senator Sibley. It never happens. 

The President’s Radio Address 
August 10, 2002 

Good morning. On Tuesday, I will host 
an economic forum at Baylor University, 
in Texas, to meet with people on the 
frontlines of the American economy. Small-
business owners, working people, investors, 
corporate leaders, economists, farmers, and 
Government policymakers are coming to-
gether to discuss where our economy 
stands, the impact of the policies we have 
put in place, and the steps we are taking 
as we move forward. 

After a recession that was beginning as 
I took office, the terrorist attacks of Sep-
tember the 11th, and the corporate scan-
dals that have recently come to light, the 
American economy faces challenges. Yet, 
the great strengths of America are more 
than equal to its challenges. American 
workers are productive. American entre-
preneurs are visionary. And we are acting 
to reach the full potential of our economy. 

These efforts began last year with a tax 
cut that boosted our economy at just the 

The President. Of course, he’s talking 
about a fine Texas woman named Priscilla 
Owen, who’s being busted for political rea-
sons. She’s been elected statewide here in 
Texas. People know here and trust her 
judgment. And yet, they’re playing politics 
with her. Thank you for remembering that. 

Anyway, I hope you all have a wonderful 
afternoon. 

NOTE: The exchange began at 7:19 a.m. dur-
ing a round of golf at the Ridgewood Country 
Club. During the exchange, the President re-
ferred to President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; 
and Texas Supreme Court Justice Priscilla 
Owen, nominee to be U.S. Circuit Judge for 
the Fifth Circuit. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of this ex-
change. 

right time and continues to put more 
money into the hands of consumers. I have 
just signed into law trade promotion au-
thority, which I will use to open foreign 
markets to American goods, creating high-
paying jobs at home. I worked with Con-
gress to enact new laws designed to keep 
corporate executives and auditors honest 
and to punish those who are not. And we 
are actively investigating, arresting, and 
prosecuting corporate wrongdoers. And this 
week, hundreds of companies will submit 
signed statements to the SEC, either 
verifying that their financial records are ac-
curate or letting investors know if there 
are any problems. 

Yet, there is more we must do, more 
to promote long-term growth and create 
jobs in our economy; more to enforce 
budget discipline in Congress, so we can 
focus on urgent priorities like the war on 
terror; more to guarantee pension security 
and improve access to affordable health 

1373 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00222 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.006 193761

Aug. 10 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

care; more to educate every child for eco-
nomic and personal success. 

At next week’s economic forum, we will 
discuss all these topics. Economists will 
provide their latest ideas and analysis of 
the economic recovery. But I’m also eager 
to hear from Americans from all walks of 
life who are working hard to make ends 
meet during these uncertain economic 
times. And I expect I will get a wide variety 
of suggestions on strengthening the econ-
omy. 

Let me tell you about some of the Amer-
icans participating in this forum. Xavier 
Teixido, a restaurant owner from Dela-
ware—he immigrated to this country from 
Paraguay when he was 2 years old and 
worked his way up in the restaurant busi-
ness. He was recently elected chairman of 
the board of the National Restaurant Asso-
ciation. Maria Sobrino is another entre-
preneur who will attend the forum. In 
1982, she brought her mother’s traditional 
Mexican desserts to the U.S. market. Twen-
ty years later, she owns a successful food 
production company in Southern California. 
Mr. Teixido and Mrs. Sobrino will tell us 
about the obstacles small-business owners 
face and offer opinions about how the Fed-
eral Government can help small businesses 
thrive and create more jobs. 

Robert London and Jimmie Morgan will 
also join us at the forum. Robert is a driver 
for UPS down in Waco and a member of 
the Teamsters. Jimmie works for Boeing 
in Wichita, Kansas, and he has held a num-
ber of jobs in the company, from factory 
worker to management. Robert and Jimmie 
know that more trade means more jobs, 
and they want to be sure our Nation con-
tinues to open foreign markets to American 
goods. 

With the help of Xavier Teixido, Maria 
Sobrino, Robert London, Jimmie Morgan, 
and other participants, the economic forum 
will generate ideas to strengthen our econ-
omy and make workers and investors more 
secure. I look forward to participating in 
the discussions and sharing our findings 
with the American people. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10 a.m. 
on August 9 at the Bush Ranch in Crawford, 
TX, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 
10. The transcript was made available by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on August 9 
but was embargoed for release until the 
broadcast. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript 
of this address. 

Remarks at the Small Investors and Retirement Security Session of the 
President’s Economic Forum in Waco 
August 13, 2002 

The President. Welcome to Texas. 
Participant. Nice to be here. 
The President. Thanks for coming. 
Participant. It’s a long ways. It’s nice to 

be here. 
The President. It is a long ways. It’s going 

to be a great day. I appreciate you all being 
here, and I look forward to hearing what 
you have to say. 

[At this point, Council of Economic Advis-
ers Chairman Glenn Hubbard made brief 
remarks and introduced Assistant Secretary 
of Labor for Pension and Welfare Benefits 
Ann Laine Combs.] 

The President. Ann, thanks. Good to see 
you. 

[Ms. Combs summarized the administra-
tion’s efforts to improve pension security, 
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increase opportunities for retirement sav-
ings, and restore confidence in the markets. 
She then introduced Charles R. Schwab, 
chairman and co-chief executive officer, 
Charles Schwab Corp., who expressed con-
fidence in the stock market and discussed 
ways to increase investor confidence. Mr. 
Hubbard then asked if the President wanted 
to comment.] 

The President. Well, I think what caught 
my attention was this business about con-
fidence. I’m spending some time in 
Crawford, Texas. I think about how people 
in Crawford look at Wall Street and the 
numbers. And one of the things I hope 
that comes out of this discussion is, how 
do we simplify the numbers so that people 
can understand what they’re looking at? 
People in this part of the world get a little 
suspicious of the fine print. But yet, a lot 
of them are now investing for the first time. 
And I think Chuck brings up a great point, 
is how can people not only on the east 
coast or the west coast feel confident about 
what they see but all throughout America 
can feel confident about what they see and 
hear? 

Part of it is—I remember going—work-
ing a ropeline in New York, and a business 
professor said, ‘‘Thank you for mentioning 
in your speech on corporate responsibility 
that business schools need to learn how 
to teach right from wrong.’’ Evidently, 
there’s this kind of nervousness about being 
clear about teaching young MBAs right 
from wrong. And a guy walked up to me 
and said—it was a laboring man—and said, 
‘‘Well, the best way to teach a lesson is 
to put some of them in handcuffs. That’s 
the best way to send the message for cor-
porate responsibility’’—which we’re doing. 
So we’ll enforce law, but confidence is 
more than just Government enforcing law. 
Confidence is an industry policing itself as 
well as understanding the new customer. 

And I’d be curious—first of all, I love 
your ideas about how to account for loss 

and/or double taxation dividends. That 
makes a lot of sense. 

But another question I would have for 
the panelists and look forward to hearing 
the recommendations is, how do we take 
care of the new investor? Chuck does a 
good job of it by recruiting them and then 
helping them invest. But throughout the 
system, how do we understand that the na-
ture of the investor has changed? 

[Mr. Hubbard introduced Muriel ‘‘Mickey’’ 
Siebert, chairman and co-chief executive of-
ficer, Muriel Siebert and Co.] 

The President. How do you like being 
known as a legend, Mickey? [Laughter] 

Ms. Siebert. As long as I’m a living leg-
end—[laughter]. 

The President. You look living to me. 
[Laughter] 

[Ms. Siebert discussed the need to protect 
investors from deceptive corporate prac-
tices.] 

The President. Well, thank you, Mickey. 
You bring up a very interesting point that 
Chuck alluded to, and that is—you know, 
you talk about some of these fancy financial 
instruments being designed to inflate reve-
nues, for example, and it takes a fairly so-
phisticated soul to figure out what’s going 
on. And the fundamental question: Who 
is that sophisticated soul? And it seems like 
to me, the sophisticated soul is the 
recommenders of the stocks. And Chuck 
brought up a very good point, and that 
is, the industry itself is culpable of not 
blowing the whistle on practices that 
aren’t—that kind of deceive, I guess, is the 
best way to put it. 

And my question is how best to—you 
know, apart from Government, how best 
may an industry police itself? How best 
for—as I one time said, I said, they’ll sell 
or buy you depending upon what’s in their 
interest—and how best to protect the unso-
phisticated now, a person accumulating a 
lot of assets from these practices that are 
pretty darned sophisticated. 
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[A participant suggested that to protect cus-
tomers, the CEOs and compliance officers 
of companies providing help and advice 
need to sign a statement that they have 
no conflicts of interest. Mr. Hubbard then 
introduced Sylvester Schieber, vice presi-
dent, Watson Wyatt Worldwide.] 

The President. Excuse me for a minute. 
So here’s what happens. I’m going to four 
of these; the Vice President is going to 
four of them. I can assure you, however, 
that we look forward to hearing the rec-
ommendations—Hubbard or somebody is 
going to be a note-taker. We will look at 
everything you say. 

Again, I also want to tell you how much 
we thank you for coming, and I’ll see you 
at lunch. We’ve got a great group of our 
fellow Americans here that really goes to 
show that people are concerned about the 
future of the country. I really want to thank 
you for coming. I know it was a stretch 
for a lot of you to come, but the fact that 
you’re here is really meaningful for the 
country. So thanks from the bottom of our 
hearts. 

Again, I look forward to what you have 
to say. In the meantime, I’ve got to leave 
here. Thanks. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:03 a.m. in 
the Baylor Law Center at Baylor University. 

Remarks at the Economic Recovery and Job Creation Session of the 
President’s Economic Forum in Waco 
August 13, 2002 

The President. Good morning. Sorry to 
interrupt. I was hoping to hear Phyllis. 
[Laughter] 

Phyllis Hill Slater. I was quoting you. 
The President. You were? 
Ms. Slater. Yes, I was quoting you: ‘‘Let 

no child be left behind.’’ 
The President. There you go. 
Ms. Slater. Education is key to keeping 

us strong in this country. And I especially 
want to look after those children in the 
rural and urban communities, because 
that’s our future. 

The President. You bet. 
Ms. Slater. And I thank you for that lead-

in. 
The President. Well, listen, thank you all 

for coming. 
So here’s what happens. I come for 15 

minutes and then go to another seminar— 
the Vice President as well. But I can assure 
you that any recommendations that come 
out of this discussion will make it to my 

desk. I look forward to hearing what you 
have to say. 

I want to thank you all for coming. Wel-
come to central Texas, and I truly look 
forward to hearing what you have to say. 
I suspect I know what’s on Doug’s mind, 
and that’s how to get people back to work. 
And that’s on my mind. I mean, we ought 
to seize every opportunity to get our work-
ers working. 

In one case, Congress can do something 
about it and should do something about 
it quickly, and that is to provide some ter-
rorism insurance so that roughly $8 billion 
worth of projects move on. And that’s $8 
billion worth of work for somebody. I view 
that in human terms, not in balance-sheet 
terms. 

So I want to thank you all for coming 
to talk about ways to get the economy mov-
ing again. You know, we’re pleased with 
some progress, but we’ve got more to do. 
And that’s what we’re really here to discuss. 
So any specific ideas that bubble up, you 
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know, we’ll give it a good look. But in 
the meantime, keep the conversation mov-
ing here. I don’t want to dominate. 
[At this point, Treasury Secretary Paul H. 
O’Neill introduced John Brooks, executive 
secretary-treasurer, Greater Pennsylvania 
Regional Council of Carpenters.] 

The President. Big John, what do you 
do—excuse me. 

Mr. Brooks. I’m a business manager for 
the Carpenters—— 

The President. Oh, good. 
Mr. Brooks. ——of Pittsburgh, which— 

we’ve entertained you. 
The President. Yes, you have. You cer-

tainly did. 
Mr. Brooks. I was probably the first per-

son you met. 
The President. That’s right. Well, I didn’t 

notice you. I didn’t recognize you in a coat 
and tie. [Laughter] 
[Mr. Brooks discussed the need for accurate 
pension fund reports.] 

Secretary O’Neill. Mr. President, before 
we started, Van, who is sitting between us 
here, was telling me that her 92-year-old 
grandmother is watching this on television. 
So I think we ought to give Van an oppor-
tunity to talk. [Laughter] 

The President. Your grandmother and my 
mother. [Laughter] 
[Van Eure, owner, Angus Barn restaurant, 
briefly discussed the importance of tax de-
ductions for small businesses and her expe-
riences in dealing with the death tax.] 

The President. Thanks. 
Ms. Eure. And I’m just honored to be 

sitting beside one of my heroes. [Laughter] 
The President. Who, O’Neill? [Laughter] 
Secretary O’Neill. Mr. President, I’ll take 

it. [Laughter] 
Ms. Eure. Yes. 
The President. Thank you. 
Ms. Eure. You’re welcome. 
The President. The thing about the death 

tax—the death tax is punitive on small-busi-
ness owners. It is very tough on farmers 

and ranchers. It’s hard to be able to keep 
your farm and your family if you’ve got 
a big appraisal value when a loved one dies. 
We’re trying to get rid of the death tax. 
I firmly believe the death tax is good for 
people from all walks of life all throughout 
our society. As the entrepreneurial spirit 
takes hold in communities all throughout 
America, the death tax is going to try to 
be very punitive on many minorities, mi-
nority-owned firms. And our view is, is that 
if you build up your asset base, you ought 
to leave it to somebody you want to leave 
it to, whether your kid or your cousin or 
whatever it is. 

And so we’ve put the death tax on its 
way to extinction. However, as a result of 
a quirk in the law, it arises again 10 years 
from now. That’s a hard one to explain. 
But, nevertheless, it does. And so we’ve 
got to make the repeal of the death tax 
permanent, for the good of the entrepre-
neurial spirit and for the good of our farm-
ers and ranchers. And thank you for bring-
ing that up. 

Secretary O’Neill. Sheri Orlowitz, I won-
der if we could hear from you? 

The President. Where are you from, 
Sheri? 

Sheri Orlowitz. I’m from Washington, 
DC. 

The President. Nothing wrong with that. 
Me, too. [Laughter] 

Ms. Orlowitz. I haven’t seen you around 
lately. 

The President. Well, I’m on a temporary 
basis there. [Laughter] 
[Ms. Orlowitz, chairman and chief executive 
officer, Shan Industries, LLC, discussed the 
importance of patience during economic 
downturns and greater corporate account-
ability.] 

The President. Well, thanks, Sheri. That’s 
very articulate. A couple of points—we are 
going to find those who have broken the 
law and arrest them and prosecute them. 
And the SEC actually has done quite a 
bit of work. Some of it, I guess, hasn’t 
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received wide publicity. But 80 different 
officers have been punished in a year’s pe-
riod of time. I think it is a year’s period 
of time. 

Secretary O’Neill. That’s right. 
The President. We’ve increased the SEC 

budget so that they’ve got more capacity 
now to move through the system. Part of 
what you say requires a board of directors 
and a compensation committee for under-
standing their responsibilities. I mean, 
you’re right. Excessive executive pay sends 
confusing signals. I mean, when a guy 
makes a merger or a company makes a 
merger, the executive makes a lot of 
money, the shareholders lose—something is 
wrong. 

Independent members of boards need to 
be tough in their responsibilities. I don’t 
think it’s right for a Government to regu-
late pay. I don’t think that’s a role for the 
Federal Government. It is a role for the 
Federal Government, however, to bring 
those to justice who break clear law. And 
we will—and we will. 

The other thing that you mentioned is 
the recession. We were—history now has 
shown, we had three quarters of recession, 
three quarters of negative growth, and now 
we’ve had three quarters of positive growth. 
So the trend is in the right direction, which 
is important for Americans to understand. 
But nevertheless, there’s a lot more to do. 
One of the key things, as you mentioned, 
is this business about insurance. We’ve got 
to get these projects going. We want these 
workers working. We want McCarron to 
quit calling me on the phone saying, ‘‘What 
are you doing about this insurance bill?’’ 
[Laughter] 

Secretary O’Neill. Mr. Johnston, I won-
der if we could hear from you? You’re in 
a business that touches every American 
every day—in the grocery business, Mr. 
President—so maybe we could hear from 
you. 

The President. Yes. 

[Lawrence R. Johnston, chairman of the 
board and chief executive officer, 
Albertsons, Inc., briefly discussed his sug-
gestions for stimulating economic growth.] 

The President. Thanks. Thanks for com-
ing. 

Secretary O’Neill. Mr. President, you 
have to go. 

The President. Yes, well, the life of the 
President—always has to go. But I do want 
to thank you all for coming. This is—I ap-
preciate, Sheri, your talking about this sum-
mit in positive terms. That’s how I view 
it too. You’ll be amazed, when you go to 
lunch today, to see the quality of the folks 
that have come—got some of the world’s 
leading economists here with you, in your 
panel, national labor union leader. I mean, 
we’ve got really fine people who have 
agreed to come and share their insights 
and share some thoughts with us. 

I think one of the things you’ll hear is 
that even though times are kind of tough 
right now, that we’re America. I’m incred-
ibly optimistic about the future of this 
country, because I understand the strength 
of the country. And the strength of the 
country is our people. We’ve got the high-
est productivity in the world. We’ve got 
the best farmers and ranchers in the world. 
We’ve got the best manufacturers in the 
world. We’ve got the hardest working peo-
ple in the world. We’ve got the best tax 
policy in the world. I mean, we’ve got a 
lot going for us. And I think when the 
American investor—one thing I do want 
to comment on, I was at an earlier seminar, 
and I, too, am concerned about the lan-
guage of Wall Street not being clear so 
that the average investor can understand 
what’s going on. And we talked to Chuck 
Schwab about that. And Wall Street has 
got to understand that fancy footwork, 
when it comes to financial instruments, 
needs to—need to be totally open and 
transparent, so everybody understands 
what’s happening. 
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And you’re right about making sure that 
the average investor feels confident in what 
he or she reads. A lot of folks in this part 
of the world aren’t real—I would call it 
suspicious about some of the fine print. 
And there needs to be better disclosure 
so that people feel confident that they’re 
not being led down the primrose path of 
fancy financial footwork, let me put it to 
you that way. And the Government can do 
some of this, but the industry itself, the 
investment advisors, and the people—I call 
them Wall Street—they need to—there 
needs to be some self-policing mechanism 
as well, so that people are confident in 
the numbers. 

More and more people invest. A lot of 
Doug’s workers invest—all of a sudden be-
come pretty sophisticated relative to their 
father and forefathers. But you can’t be 
that sophisticated if you’re fighting off law-
yers and accountants that are trying to put 
the dark cloud over reality. And that’s one 
of the things we’ve got to just make sure 

does not happen anymore. Part of it is to 
put these people in jail. But part of it is 
to insist that the advisory world not have 
conflicts of interest and everybody under-
stands what’s going on. And I think you’re 
going to find some pretty interesting ideas 
come out of this summit along those lines. 

But anyway, thank you all for coming. 
Hope you’ve enjoyed central Texas. You’re 
45 minutes away from Crawford. [Laugh-
ter] No Albertsons yet, but we do have 
a stoplight. [Laughter] 

Thank you all for your time. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:23 a.m. in 
the Baylor Law Center at Baylor University. 
In his remarks, he referred to Phyllis Hill 
Slater, president, Hill Slater, Inc.; Douglas 
J. McCarron, general president, United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners; and 
Charles R. Schwab, chairman of the board 
and co-chief executive officer, Charles 
Schwab Corp. 

Remarks at the Corporate Responsibility Session of the President’s 
Economic Forum in Waco 
August 13, 2002 

[Commerce Secretary Donald L. Evans wel-
comed the President and summarized the 
discussion to that point, including the re-
marks of Truett Cathy, founder and chief 
executive officer, Chick-fil-A, Inc., con-
cerning why his company never offered 
public shares. Secretary Evans then intro-
duced Dick Holthaus, president and chief 
executive officer, National Association of In-
vestors Corp. (NAIC), who asked NAIC 
members in the audience to raise their 
hands.] 

The President. Great. 

[Mr. Holthaus described NAIC’s activities 
as an organization of investment clubs.] 

The President. Dick, thank you. First of 
all, I want to thank you all for coming. 
This is—it’s really a fine seminar because 
the quality of—the people are great. Wait 
until you see who’s here when you go to 
lunch. It’s really—impressed. And this is 
a topic that is a vital topic for the country, 
and that’s trust. You know, how do we 
make sure people can trust what they see, 
can believe what they hear, can under-
stand—understand that they’re being told 
the truth when it comes to numbers, and 
make sure the fine print, you know, is fully 
exposed? 

I want to thank Dick from the New York 
Stock Exchange for helping set the tone 
for policing themselves. You know, the 
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Government can only do so much. And I 
can assure you we’re going to hold people 
accountable. If they lie, cheat, or steal, 
they’re going to be prosecuted—they just 
are. But there’s a lot others need to do 
as well, and the New York Stock Exchange 
set a very good example, starting a process 
that will regain the trust of, you know, of 
just the average citizen in America. That’s 
what we’ve got to do, and that’s what we’ve 
got to hit head on. 

As the man who heads Albertsons in the 
previous seminar said, CEOs need to get 
out front. They don’t need to hide during 
this period of time; they need to be out 
front. He’s starting tomorrow by signing a 
letter that will verify the truth and verify 
reality. 

But I want to thank you all for coming. 
I can assure you that even though I won’t 
be sitting through every single moment of 
the seminars—nor will the Vice President— 
we will look at the summaries, and we will 
look at any ideas that come out, as to deter-
mine whether or not there is more Govern-
ment can do. In the meantime, I’m going 
to be calling upon the leaders in our com-
munities, all across our communities, to do 
their job as responsible citizens. 

So thanks for coming. This is an impor-
tant day, and I think, for those who are 
watching on C–SPAN, I think they are 
going to find that there’s a lot of Americans 
like themselves who are deeply concerned 
about the future of this country. And I 
think you are going to find that a lot of 
us are very optimistic about the future of 
the country, because we are a fundamen-
tally strong nation, full of great people. 

Welcome to central Texas. 
[Secretary Evans introduced Harry Alford, 
president and chief executive officer, Na-
tional Black Chamber of Commerce, who 
stressed the need for honesty and integrity 
in corporate leadership.] 

The President. Well, I can assure you 
of one thing. If somebody broke the law, 
they’re going to be held accountable. Dick 

came and I think Ken—both came to the 
speech I gave in New York. I was telling 
this story to one of the other seminars. 
And our business schools don’t want to 
teach right from wrong anymore. They’re 
afraid of taking a position, evidently. 
Michael probably knows more about that 
than I do. 

But anyway, in my speech I said business 
schools need to take a stand to teach their 
youngsters right from wrong. Just as you 
mentioned, Harry, there are some values 
that are true. And I was working a 
ropeline—a professor said, ‘‘Well, thanks 
for saying that. As a business school pro-
fessor, we needed to hear that.’’ And a 
laboring man standing next to him said, 
‘‘Yes, if you really want to teach people 
right from wrong, put those who did wrong 
in handcuffs. That’s the best ethics lesson 
that Government can do.’’ And we’re going 
to. We’re going to. 

[Secretary Evans introduced Ron James, 
president and chief executive officer, Center 
for Ethical Business Cultures, who dis-
cussed the benefits of ethical corporate lead-
ership.] 

The President. Where are you—— 
Mr. James. Center for Ethical Business 

Cultures. We’re in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
The President. Oh, great. 
Mr. James. We partner with a couple 

of academic institutions, the Carlson School 
of Management at the University of Min-
nesota and St. Thomas’ College of Business. 

The President. But is there a trend in 
these business schools, like this person 
pointed out to me, that there’s kind of 
a—— 

[Mr. James said that ethics was a core part 
of the curriculum at these schools, leading 
students to raise questions about the values 
of the organizations they considered work-
ing for.] 

The President. That’s interesting. 
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[Secretary Evans introduced Anna 
Escobedo Cabral, president and chief execu-
tive officer, Hispanic Association on Cor-
porate Responsibility, who stressed the need 
for greater diversity in corporate leadership 
as part of responsibility to the community.] 

The President. Well, I appreciate that. 
I think one of the most heartening statistics 
about Hispanic life in America is that the 
fastest growing segment of small-business 
growth—it’s a different subject, but along 
the same lines—is the Hispanic owner. The 
Latino-owned businesses in California—the 
creation there is just unbelievable, and the 
same in my State of Texas, which is a really 
positive development. 

In terms of large, corporate America, 
there’s no question there has to be a de-
gree of sensitivity throughout the entire 
corporation in order for it to realize value. 
In other words, value is not just in num-
bers; value is in character as well. And I 
really appreciate Ron’s point, that a com-
pany that has got a culture of responsibility 
is a company that benefits financially as 
well. It’s kind of an interesting analysis. 

But thank you very much. I’m going to 
appreciate you coming. 

[Secretary Evans introduced Yale School of 
Management student Jill Gibson, who de-
scribed how ethics is taught in her classes.] 

The President. How about Dean Garten? 
How’s he doing? 

Ms. Gibson. He’s doing a great job, ex-
cellent dean, thank you. 

The President. Tell him to give you an 
‘‘A.’’ [Laughter] 

Ms. Gibson. I will. I’ll make sure to tell 
him. 

The President. One of the things I hope 
to get corporate America to do is to give 
people time off to mentor children, as part 
of establishing a set of values within a cor-
poration. One of the things that I think 
is beginning to happen is, corporate Amer-
ica looks at a potential employee’s willing-
ness to help a neighbor in need as part 

of whether or not that person will fit into 
the new corporate culture. 

I think a lot of folks would say that it’s 
impossible to develop a culture within a 
large corporation; that after the entrepre-
neurial stage of corporate development, you 
lose your soul. And one of the interesting 
challenges for CEO America, as well as 
the business schools, is how to instill a cul-
ture within a large, kind of soulless organi-
zation. It’s one thing to be Chick-fil-A; it’s 
another thing to have evolved to this, you 
know, a conglomerate or a giant, where 
the ownership is dispersed to the point 
where people really wonder whether or not 
it’s possible. I happen to think it is. I think 
you can instill a culture in any large organi-
zation. But one of the tricks is how to do 
so. And I believe one way to do so is for— 
is to encourage employees, as well as, you 
know, the people who run the company, 
to do something for somebody other than 
yourself. Part of that is to be a good com-
munity participant and a good community 
citizen. 

I’m glad you’re here. 
[Secretary Evans introduced June Lennon 
of Martin and Lennon CPAs, who discussed 
ways to be proactive in ensuring corporate 
responsibility, including simplifying ac-
counting rules.] 

The President. You ought to take a look 
at—Franklin can tell you, the Government 
accounting system is pretty—it’s kind of 
hard to explain. [Laughter] I’ve been there 
for nearly 18 months trying to figure it 
out. [Laughter] 

But thank you very much for that, June. 
Listen, again, I want to repeat to you 

all—I’ve got to bounce to another seminar, 
but I do appreciate you coming. This is— 
the other thing that Americans have got 
to know is that by far the vast majority 
of our fellow citizens are upright, honest, 
moral people. By far the vast majority of 
people running corporate America are 
good, honorable people, good, decent peo-
ple that care about their shareholders, care 
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about their employees, care about commu-
nities in which they live. And that’s impor-
tant for people to know—and that there 
have been some recently whose practices 
started a while ago and are now coming 
to light, that cast a shadow on all of us. 
And we’ve got to let the light shine in, 
and that’s what we’re going to do. 

But this is a unique land we’re in. There 
is a moral compass amongst by far the vast 
majority of us, and that’s what makes 
America so great. And our job is to—my 
job is to capture that spirit, to insist upon 
the best, call upon people to serve, hold 
people accountable when they don’t. 
There’s no question we’re in a rough spot. 
But the good far outweighs the bad, not 
only in terms of statistics but, most impor-
tantly, because of the people and the char-
acter of the land. 

I do want to thank you all again for 
sharing your thoughts. I think this is a very 

important day. It’s important for all of us 
here, but more importantly, or as impor-
tantly, it’s important for people who are 
paying attention to what is said here. So 
thanks for coming. I look forward to seeing 
you at lunch. I’m impressed by the quality 
of the folks that have come. 

God bless you all. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:46 a.m. in 
the Baylor Law Center at Baylor University. 
In his remarks, he referred to Richard 
Grasso, chairman and chief executive officer, 
New York Stock Exchange; Lawrence R. 
Johnston, chairman and chief executive offi-
cer, Albertsons Inc.; Kenneth I. Chenault, 
chairman and chief executive officer, Amer-
ican Express Co.; Michael Useem, professor 
of management, University of Pennsylvania; 
Jeffery E. Garten, dean, Yale School of Man-
agement; and Franklin D. Raines, chairman 
and chief executive officer, Fannie Mae. 

Remarks at the Health Care Security Session of the President’s Economic 
Forum in Waco 
August 13, 2002 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
Health and Human Services Secretary 

Tommy G. Thompson. Mr. President, we’re 
having a great session on medical mal-
practice and health care costs, the unin-
sured, and so on. And I’ve decided to pick 
several speakers to give you an update. And 
the first one I’m going to ask to give you 
a speech and an update is Grandma Green, 
Flora Green, who is an individual who is 
going to talk about Medicare. And she is 
a feisty little lady. So, I interrupted her—— 

The President. Kind of like you, Tommy. 
[Laughter] 

Hi, Flora. Where are you from? 
Flora Green. Salt Lake City. I met you 

in Salt Lake City. 
The President. Of course. 
Ms. Green. Barbara’s boy. [Laughter] 

The President. Thanks for coming. I 
thank you all for coming, by the way. I 
want you to know that economic security 
relies upon good health security. The two 
go hand in hand. And we understand that, 
and I want to thank you for sharing your 
ideas about how to make our society better 
for all of us. 

Flora, thanks for coming. I’m interested. 

[At this point, Ms. Green, a member of 
the Seniors Coalition, spoke about the need 
for choice in Medicare plans and suggested 
tax credits for Medigap premium and pre-
scription costs.] 

The President. Thanks for coming. Medi-
care is a very important program. However, 
it has not changed with the times, and 
that’s a fact. And the fundamental question 
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is, how do we change it with the times, 
so that seniors get the benefit of modern 
medicine, and they get to choose? That’s 
one of the interesting debates in Wash-
ington, is should you allow—be allowed to 
choose? 

Ms. Green. Absolutely. 
The President. Well, I think so too, but 

others don’t. Others want the Government 
to make those decisions for you. 

Ms. Green. Why should some bureaucrat 
tell me what to do? [Laughter] 

Secretary Thompson. Be nice now, 
Grandma. [Laughter] 

The President. Have you ever been to 
Washington? [Laughter] 

Ms. Green. I get past those watchdogs 
that protect the Members of Congress, 
those 29-year-olds that are running the 
country. [Laughter] 

Secretary Thompson. Mr. President, I’d 
like to move on to—[laughter]—more pa-
tient control. And I would call upon Lu-
cinda Harmon to give you an update. 

The President. Oh, hi, Lucinda. Thanks 
for coming. 

[Registered nurse Lucinda Harmon dis-
cussed ways to promote independence for 
persons with disabilities, such as herself.] 

The President. Absolutely. Lucinda, 
where are you living? 

Ms. Harmon. I live in Salado, Texas. 
The President. Oh, yes. Right down the 

road. 
Ms. Harmon. Yes, sir. 
The President. And what are you doing? 
Ms. Harmon. I am an educational con-

sultant. I build capacity in terms of commu-
nity coalitions and grant writing. My com-
pany has brought in $2.6 million into the 
State and into the area, and I make $40 
a month. 

The President. So you can get your Medi-
care benefits. 

Ms. Harmon. And Medicaid. 
The President. And Medicaid, right. 
Ms. Harmon. Yes. 

The President. Actually, we’ve made 
some progress on the Medicare—— 

Secretary Thompson. We are making 
progress on it. 

The President. ——in terms of income 
limitations. 

Secretary Thompson. Lucinda would like 
to introduce her dog too. 

Ms. Harmon. Yes. My dog is part of my 
personal choice. His name is Quintessential. 
Quint, baby, wake up. [Laughter] 

The President. Where is Quint? [Laugh-
ter] 

Ms. Harmon. He’s a part of my indi-
vidual program. Thank you so much, Mr. 
President. 

The President. He was afraid I was going 
to give a speech. [Laughter] 

Secretary Thompson. Mr. President, the 
next issue that you have a tremendous pas-
sion for is reforming the tort system, as 
far as medical malpractice. 

The President. Yes. 

[Secretary Thompson introduced Dr. Ed-
ward Hill, chairman, American Medical As-
sociation, who discussed the effect of mal-
practice lawsuits on liability insurance pre-
miums.] 

The President. We’ve got a real problem. 
And what America’s got to understand, the 
medical liability problem affects them for 
two ways: One, it runs up the cost of medi-
cine; it just does. Large settlements and/ 
or frivolous lawsuits makes your health care 
go up. That is a fact. And secondly, it— 
the liability situation denies some people 
health care. 

I met this guy from Mississippi. He’s a 
fellow that came down from Minnesota, he 
and his wife. They’re pediatricians; they 
heard a calling to go to a poor community. 
And now they’re leaving Mississippi. They 
were in the Delta, and they’re leaving be-
cause the lawsuits are driving them out. 
Not only does the system drive up the cost 
for the people in the Delta—the poor peo-
ple can barely afford it—now they don’t 
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have a pediatrician, or two less pediatri-
cians. And it’s sad, and we need to do 
something about it, in that the—these li-
abilities, these lawsuits drive up the cost 
of medicine. It drives up the cost of medi-
cine to the Federal Government as well, 
Medicare, Medicaid, veterans health bene-
fits. So therefore, I believe the Federal 
Government ought to act. 

And we ought to have medical mal-
practice reform across the board. People 
ought to be able to recover their economic 
damages. If you get hurt, if somebody has 
mistreated you, you ought to have your day 
in court, and you ought to be able to re-
cover what they call economic damages. 
People ought to be allowed to be treated 
fairly. But there ought to be a cap on non-
economic damages and on punitive dam-
ages. And we ought to have joint and sev-
eral liability reform. This is a real problem. 
And I call upon Congress, Doc, and I call 
upon you to get the people in Congress 
to act, to understand the crisis. There are 
a lot of good docs who aren’t going to 
be docs anymore, and people suffer, and 
that’s not right. And so it’s time to act 
on this. I agree with you completely. 

And the other thing people have got to 
understand is, these frivolous lawsuits—and 
there’s a lot of them—are not only driving 
the cost of medicine up but denies people 
the chance to get their day in court. And 
that’s a problem, and so we need to move. 

For a while, I thought that it ought to 
be done at the State level. When I realized 
the cost to the Federal treasury, I now 
believe we ought to have medical liability 
reform at the Federal level. And I’m going 
to push hard for it, and I need your help. 
The trial lawyers are very politically power-
ful, and they’re strong. But here in Texas, 
we took them on and got some good med-
ical—medical malpractice, which evidently 
had a few loopholes in it. 

Mr. Hill. Yes, sir, it did. 
The President. But we got some good 

tort reform across the board, and we need 
to do it here. We need to do it now in 

America, before it’s too late. The patients 
get hurt, and the docs get hurt. And one 
of the things we’ve got to do is make sure 
the connection between the doctor and the 
patient is strong, and that it always remains 
intact, because that’s one of the great 
things about our medical system. 

Anyway, thanks for bringing it up. 
Secretary Thompson. Thank you, Mr. 

President. Have you got time for one more 
subject? 

The President. Yes. 
Secretary Thompson. I’m going to call 

upon a businessman, David Ness, to talk 
about how difficult it is with health insur-
ance and what they’re trying to do to make 
sure that they have health insurance for 
their employees. 

David. 
David Ness. Thank you, Secretary 

Thompson. 
The President. Where do you live, David? 
Mr. Ness. Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
The President. Good. 
Secretary Thompson. It’s a suburb of 

Wisconsin, Mr. President. [Laughter] 
The President. He tried that line in Min-

nesota, by the way. [Laughter] 
Mr. Ness. Like Wisconsin, we have 3 

days of summer. [Laughter] 
The President. That’s right. 

[Mr. Ness, vice president of benefits, 
Medtronic, Inc., described how his com-
pany reduced the rate of increase in em-
ployee health care costs, including estab-
lishing employee personal care accounts.] 

The President. Yes, medical savings ac-
counts, whatever you want to call them, 
are very important for providing proper in-
centive and keeping the relationship be-
tween the patient and the doctor. I hope 
that Americans understand that if they walk 
20 minutes a day, if they’d get out and 
exercise, the amount of money they can 
save for their families; that there is such 
a thing as preventative care; and by making 
right choices, that people can really save 
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a lot of money. And if the system encour-
ages those savings, that in itself is just as 
well. 

I appreciate you bringing that up. We’ve 
kind of lost sight of who is responsible for 
what. Part of it has to do with the size 
of Government; part of it has to do with 
the health insurance phenomenon that has 
taken place. And the notion is to kind of— 
we talked about individualized medicine, 
but as you individualize medicine, individ-
uals have to make better choices too. And 
that’s going to be crucial for the future 
of the country. 

Listen, thank you all for coming. I prom-
ise you I will listen to what has been said 
here, even though I wasn’t here. And we 
will distill the ideas and the comments. 
This is—this is an important subject for 
the country because, as I mentioned earlier, 
good health care will yield to better eco-
nomic security. It’s hard to feel economi-
cally secure if you’re worried about your 
health. It’s hard to feel economically secure 
if the health care systems don’t enable you 
to really realize your full potential. And so 
the ideas that you bring forth are impor-
tant. 

Tommy is doing a fabulous job running 
Health and Human Services. It’s a—Health 
and Human Services, the budget and the 
amount of influence it has on our society 
is enormous. And Tommy is a good lis-
tener, and he’s a pretty good actor too. 

He can get things done. ‘‘Action man,’’ we 
call him. 

But I want to thank you all for coming. 
I think you’ll be impressed by the quality 
of folks who have shown up here. I don’t 
know if you’ve had a chance to mingle, 
but it’s—I’ve been very impressed. I’ve 
been very thankful that a lot of our national 
experts have come to talk about a variety 
of subjects. 

Really, what we’re talking about is con-
fidence in our future. I’ve got great con-
fidence in the future of our country, be-
cause I understand America. I know what 
we’re made out of. And obviously we’ve 
got some problems we need to address, 
but one problem we don’t have to address 
is the fundamental character of the country. 
The fundamental nature of the American 
people are resilient and strong. We talked 
a little bit in these other seminars about 
how some have let us down, cheated, didn’t 
tell the truth when it comes to their num-
bers on their balance sheets. And we’ll find 
those and hold them to account. But by 
far the vast majority of Americans are really 
decent, honorable people. 

So thanks for coming to central Texas. 
I know it’s a lot to ask to come here in 
the middle of August—[laughter]—but it’s 
worthwhile. It’s worthwhile. God bless you 
all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:08 a.m. in 
the Baylor Law Center at Baylor University. 

Remarks at the Plenary Session of the President’s Economic Forum in 
Waco 
August 13, 2002 

Well, Dr. Sloan, thanks for having us all. 
And I want you to thank all the good folks 
here at Baylor University for putting on 
a great show. I know a lot of people 
worked hard. I’m really glad a lot of folks 
from around the country got to see Baylor. 

It’s a fantastic university. And I want to 
thank the folks here who came from all 
around the country. Welcome to central 
Texas in the middle of August. [Laughter] 

People here are the people that really 
make America work: the entrepreneurs and 
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the visionaries, the carpenters, the union 
heads, the educators, grandmothers. We’re 
here to listen to you, to get a report from 
what I call the frontlines of the American 
economy. And it’s an important report. And 
the American people need to hear your 
report. My economic team and I heard 
much of the discussion. We will read the 
summaries. We’ll think about it, and we’ll 
move forward to create jobs for Americans. 
I want to thank all those who led the pan-
els. I want to thank our speakers for doing 
a fantastic job today. 

I am so very grateful for our fellow citi-
zens who are deeply concerned about the 
direction of our country. On stage today 
we’re joined by four people who I men-
tioned during the radio address over the 
weekend. I want to thank Xavier Teixido, 
who is the chairman of the board of the 
National Restaurant Association. Xavier is 
an entrepreneur who obviously runs a res-
taurant and is now head of a very important 
association. Maria Sobrino, who is the 
founder of Lulu’s—I don’t know if Maria 
is going to be serving us all after lunch, 
but I certainly hope so, because she does 
a great job. Robert London, the driver from 
UPS; Jimmie Morgan, material manage-
ment at Boeing. These are four ordinary 
Americans, as Phyllis called them, who have 
got opinions. And we heard their opinions, 
and they’re important opinions. 

And so I want to thank the Vice 
President and members of my administra-
tion for coming down here to listen, to 
listen to what Americans have to say. 

There’s no question our economy has 
been challenged by a recession that was 
beginning when we took office, that the 
terrorist attacks of September the 11th that 
Phyllis talked about had a lot to do with 
our economy and the state of affairs from 
today, and recently we have had to deal 
with corporate scandals that were long in 
the making; they finally have come to 
light—three factors that affected our econ-
omy. One of the things that we heard today 
is that our economy has strengths that are 

greater than the challenges. I mean, after 
all, our workers and farmers are the most 
productive in the world; that our entre-
preneurs are incredibly visionary; that infla-
tion and interest rates are low; that today 
we saw a report that consumer spending 
is still robust. We’ve had three quarters 
of positive growth after three quarters of 
negative growth. No, the foundations of the 
American economy are strong. Yet, the only 
purpose of a strong foundation is to build 
on it. And that’s what we’re discussing 
today. And we’re determined, this adminis-
tration is determined, to build on the long-
term security of the American people. 

Here’s the way I put it: If somebody 
wants to work and can’t find a job, we 
have a problem. And we need to do some-
thing about it here in America. We have 
heard from Americans who are concerned 
but not discouraged. We’ve seen problems. 
But we’re confident in the long-term health 
of this economy. We share a sense of opti-
mism about America, because we under-
stand our country. 

Too many Americans have lost a large 
portion of their retirement funds, and 
they’ve lost a sense of security in the proc-
ess. I know that. Too many Americans have 
lost jobs, especially in the high-tech world, 
in the manufacturing sector. Too many 
Americans run into economic and regu-
latory barriers when they try to create a 
business or expand their business. Too 
many construction projects have halted be-
cause they cannot get terrorism insurance. 
The goal must be to create an environment 
of sustained economic growth. We’ve got 
work to do. I know that. But we’re going 
to do the work. It starts with listening to 
our fellow Americans to find good ideas 
and implement them. 

Here’s one good idea to make sure we 
continue to grow our economy, and that 
is, Congress, for the long-term economic 
security of America, needs to restrain 
spending. Recession and the cost of war 
and the cost of homeland defense have in-
creased our budget, increased our deficits. 
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Yet, I am determined to fund the great 
priorities of our Government while exer-
cising the spending restraint that will return 
America to the path of a balanced budget 
as soon as possible. More money spent in 
Washington means less money in the hands 
of American families and entrepreneurs, 
less money in the hands of risk-takers and 
job creators. A limited and focused Govern-
ment is essential to a growing economy. 
And if the Congress won’t show spending 
restraint, I intend to enforce spending re-
straint. 

And this work of enforcement on spend-
ing continues today. At the end of the ses-
sion, the Congress passed an emergency 
spending bill to strengthen our military, 
protect the homeland, and to complete the 
commitment of $20 billion I made to the 
citizens of New York. But they also sent 
along more than $5 billion in extra spend-
ing I didn’t ask for. Some of that 5 billion 
I have endorsed and will work to secure 
through amendments to the ’03 budget, like 
AIDS prevention money and support for 
Israel and Palestine. But a lot of that 
money has nothing to do with the national 
emergency, and I’ll give you one example: 
a new facility for storing the Government’s 
collection of bugs and worms. I made my 
opposition clear. We were pretty plain-spo-
ken about the supplemental. But those who 
wrote the bill designed it so I have to 
spend all 5 of the extra billion dollars or 
spend none of it. That’s how they wrote 
the supplemental. Those are the rules they 
placed upon my administration. I under-
stand their position, and today they’re going 
to learn mine. We’ll spend none of it. 

As I said, for truly pressing needs and 
priorities, such as AIDS prevention and re-
sources for the Middle East, we’ll send to 
Congress specific amendments to get these 
funds quickly. However, we’re not going 
to spend $4 billion we don’t need in order 
to unlock 1 billion we do. For the good 
of our economy, for the good of the people 
who pay taxes, my administration will spend 
what is truly needed and not a dollar more. 

Spending restraint is just one of the many 
responsibilities that we accept. 

In order to build on the long-term secu-
rity for the American people, we must al-
ways think about growth and jobs. I want 
to get American construction workers back 
to work. And that’s why we need to have 
a terrorism insurance policy. I want those 
who wear the hardhats, who are willing to 
take risks by suspending themselves above 
the land, by building commercial projects 
that are significant in size—I want them 
working. 

I want to thank Doug McCarron for 
being here. He wants them working too. 
We’re working hand in hand to see to it 
that Congress finally gets the message that 
we need a terrorism insurance bill to get 
American hardhats back to work. People 
say, ‘‘Does it matter?’’ Of course it matters. 
There’s over $8 billion of commercial con-
struction that has been suspended last year. 
That means $8 billion worth of projects 
in which somebody is going to be able to 
work and put food on the table for their 
family. 

And we need an energy policy too. Lis-
ten, energy policy is not only good for eco-
nomic security, it’s good for national secu-
rity. We can do a much better job of har-
nessing technologies to conserve more en-
ergy. We can do a better job of finding 
renewable sources of energy. But for the 
sake of our economic security and for the 
sake of our national security, we need to 
become less dependent on foreign sources 
of crude oil, and we need to put our people 
to work by good, solid energy projects here 
at home. Congress needs to get me an en-
ergy bill. They need to stop talking, and 
they need to start acting by getting a good, 
sound energy bill to my desk as soon as 
they get home. 

You’ve heard a lot about the tax relief 
plan we passed. Thank goodness we passed 
it when we did. We cut taxes in the middle 
of a recession because we believe by letting 
people keep more of their own money, it’ll 
cause them to demand a good or a service. 
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And when they demand a good or a serv-
ice, somebody will produce a good or a 
service. And when somebody produces that 
good or service, somebody is more likely 
to find work. The tax relief was incredibly 
important, and it’s going to be important 
as time goes on, because it’s phased in. 

Now, there are some in Washington who 
want to stop the tax relief, which is like 
a tax increase, which would be an unmiti-
gated disaster given the economic situation 
in which we find ourselves. But rather than 
me talking about, ‘‘Let’s stop the tax reduc-
tions,’’ what Congress needs to do is to 
join us in the call to make these tax relief 
permanent, permanent so small business— 
make it permanent so we send a signal 
throughout society that people should be 
able to plan, send a signal that we under-
stand job creation is the number one pri-
ority of economic policy out of Washington, 
DC. 

In order to make sure the economy 
grows, we must bring the promise of 
broadband technology to millions of Ameri-
cans. My administration is promoting in-
vestment in broadband. We will continue 
to work to prevent new access taxes on 
broadband technology. If you want some-
thing to be used more, you don’t tax it. 
And broadband technology is going to be 
incredibly important for us to stay on the 
cutting edge of innovation here in America. 
The Federal Communications Commission 
is focusing on policies to encourage high-
speed Internet service for every home and 
every business in America. The private sec-
tor will deploy broadband, but government 
at all levels should remove hurdles that 
slow the pace of deployment. 

In order to build long-term security, we 
will enforce the rules and laws on the 
books. I say as plainly as I can to CEOs: 
If you break the law, we will hunt you 
down; we will arrest you; and we will pros-
ecute you. We expect the highest of high 
standards when it comes to corporate 
America. I want the books open and trans-
parent. The numbers need to be real. The 

good news for our economy and our society 
is, by far the vast majority of CEOs are 
good, honorable people. They care deeply 
about their shareholders and their employ-
ees. Now that both Republicans and Demo-
crats have come together to pass a sound 
corporate responsibility bill, my administra-
tion will take the new law, and we will 
hold those to account who do not uphold 
the high standards Americans expect from 
those of us in positions of responsibility. 

I believe—I believe to build the long-
term security of America, we need to en-
courage ownership. We want to have an 
environment and—where people feel com-
fortable about starting their own business. 
We want the Curtis McGuires of the world 
to flourish. Another way we can promote 
ownership is to encourage homeownership. 
One of the statistics that concerns me 
deeply and concerns those in my adminis-
tration is this: Too many minorities do not 
own a home in America. Under 50 percent 
of African Americans and Hispanic Ameri-
cans own a home. That’s just too few, as 
far as I’m concerned. You see, owning a 
home is part of the American experience. 
And so I’m promoting policies that will en-
courage homeownership. 

And we’ve set this goal, by the way, that 
we want there to be 5.5 million minority 
families owning a home over the next 10 
years, which means Government ought to 
have a policy that helps people with a 
downpayment. People take a look at owning 
a home, and they realize the downpayment 
is a frightening thought. We ought to have 
a downpayment assistance program out of 
Washington, DC. 

We need to make sure we have edu-
cation programs, so that people understand 
what it means to buy a home, so that 
they’re educated in what it takes to own 
a home. We need to make sure that we 
have got money available for homeowner-
ship, minority homeownership. I want to 
thank Fannie Mae, Franklin Raines for 
being here. He is joined with many in the 
private sector to unlock millions of dollars, 
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to make it available for the purchase of 
a home. Listen, when people own a home, 
they have a stake in the future of our soci-
ety. If we’re interested in economic secu-
rity, we must promote home ownership for 
all Americans—and the same for promoting 
asset ownership for all Americans. 

One of the most heartening statistics is, 
more and more Americans are building 
their balance sheets through pension plans. 
They’re owning stocks and bonds. They’ve 
got a future other than their income 
stream. And that’s vital, and that’s impor-
tant. But to make sure that those who own 
their pensions are fully protected, we need 
law out of Congress. I proposed a law— 
the House passed it; the Senate needs to 
act—which says the following things: One, 
people should not be forced to hold a large 
portion of their accounts in a company’s 
stock. If you’re working for a company and 
you own that stock, you should be able 
to diversify after a 3-year period of time. 
Secondly, you ought to get sound invest-
ment advice every quarter, not every year. 
Thirdly, as we pass a corporate responsi-
bility bill, if the CEO is able to unload 
the stock, so should the employee. What’s 
good for the boss is good for the people 
working for the boss. And we need to make 
sure that all investment advice is sound in-
vestment advice. And these workers who’ve 
got their money and their future tied up 
in these pension plans ought to get the 
best—best advice possible. These are good 
reforms, and Congress needs to act on 
these reforms in order to encourage what 
we call an ownership society. 

In order to make sure that we continue 
to grow our economy, we need to be ag-
gressive when it comes to trade policy. 
Zoellick mentioned to me, he said they’re 
all looking to me. They may be looking 
to me, Zoellick; I’m looking to you. [Laugh-
ter] You’re the Trade Representative. 
You’ve now got the tools. Go out there 
and start negotiating free trade agreements 
around the world. 

We’re back at the bargaining table as 
a result of getting the trade promotion au-
thority vote out of the United States Con-
gress. It is essential that we move aggres-
sively, because trade means jobs. More 
trade means higher incomes for American 
workers. Listen, a confident nation is one 
which opens up markets. A nation which 
isn’t confident is one that closes its markets 
and puts walls around. I’m confident. I’m 
confident in the American entrepreneurs. 
I’m confident in our high-tech industry. I’m 
confident in our farmers and ranchers. I’m 
confident that when we compete, we’re the 
best in the world. And therefore, I want 
to trade. I want to open up those markets. 
I want to level those playing fields. Open 
trade is good for American workers and 
American families. 

I agree completely with the health care 
panel, ably led by Tommy, that health secu-
rity is an important part of economic secu-
rity. There’s a lot we need to do in Wash-
ington, but it starts with trusting the Amer-
ican people to make the right decisions. 
That’s where it starts. There is a funda-
mental debate in Washington, DC. It goes 
like this: Do you trust—who do you trust? 
Do you trust the American people? Do you 
trust the elderly to make the right decisions 
for Medicare? Or do you want the Govern-
ment making those decisions? 

I know that sounds like a simple formula, 
but it’s true. It’s true. The debate is, is 
that there are some in Washington who 
believe that the Federal Government 
should make all the decisions on behalf of 
the American people when it comes to 
their health care. We don’t. We believe 
the Government can write a check, but we 
believe that the ultimate decisionmaker is 
the people of—is the person we’re trying 
to help. That’s the ultimate decisionmaker. 
We want our seniors to have more choices. 
Medicare is a vital program, but it’s old, 
and it’s stale, and it’s tired. Medicine has 
changed; Medicare hasn’t. We need to 
modernize Medicare by giving our seniors 
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more viable choices when it comes to meet-
ing their own specific health care needs. 

Health care must be affordable, and it 
must be accessible. And one way to make 
it more affordable and more accessible is 
to have a medical liability reform at the 
Federal Government. Too many lawsuits 
are driving our doctors out of practice and 
are driving up the cost for too many of 
our citizens. We have got a serious problem 
in America when it comes to frivolous law-
suits, and we need to deal with it. And 
I hope the Members of the Congress are 
listening carefully when they get—when 
they’re back in their districts. They need 
to be talking to the people whose lives are 
being affected by these junk lawsuits. And 
for the sake of good medicine and good 
health care, we need medical liability re-
form out of Washington, DC, as soon as 
possible. 

And finally, I appreciate so very much 
the panel’s discussion about making sure 
every child in America gets educated. 
There is no question we need to set high 
standards here in America. If we have low 
standards, guess what’s going to happen. 
We will continue to get bad results. If we 
believe certain children can’t learn, the sys-
tem will just shuffle them through. The 
system will quit on them, and we’ve got 
to stop that in America. The best way to 
make sure that we enforce high standards 
is to say that if you receive Federal dollars, 
you, the State, must measure. You must 
show us whether or not every child is learn-
ing to read and write and add and subtract. 
Prove it, and if not, you’ve got to change 
the system. We cannot have children stuck 
in schools that won’t teach and won’t 
change. For the good of our economic se-
curity and for good of our children, we 
must be willing to challenge the status quo 
when the children can’t read and write and 
add and subtract. And the only way to de-
termine if that’s the case is to have strong 
accountability. And I can assure you, Janet, 
so long as this administration is in power, 
we will insist upon accountability, no matter 

how long, how loud the cries of those who 
believe the status quo works. This adminis-
tration believes every child can learn. This 
administration wants every child to learn. 
And you mark my words, by having high 
standards and holding people to account, 
our children are going to learn. And Amer-
ica is going to be a much better place for 
it. 

We heard a lot of things Government 
can do, and this administration is willing 
to work with Congress to do them: restrain 
spending, pass terrorism insurance, protect 
the pensions and promote trade, punish 
those who lie, cheat, or steal. But there 
are also things that people in America can 
do, people right here in this room must 
do. It’s time for corporate America to earn 
back our trust. And that starts with having 
CEOs lead the way by having open balance 
sheets, fair numbers, by authorizing the 
numbers that are—tomorrow, starting to-
morrow—by proving what I know, that by 
far the vast majority of those leading cor-
porate America are good, honorable people. 
But I’m calling upon you to help earn back 
that culture that says, ‘‘We trust what we 
read. We trust the advice we’re getting.’’ 

You need to know that I’m incredibly 
optimistic about America. Oh, I know the 
hurdles—Phyllis talked about hurdles we 
face. And we do have hurdles. We’ve got 
a war to fight, but it’s a war we’re going 
to win. We’ve got a homeland to protect, 
and we’re doing everything we can to pro-
tect the homeland. And we’ve got the eco-
nomic security of our fellow Americans to 
worry about. 

But I’m confident in America. I’m con-
fident in the skill of our people. I’m con-
fident in our spirit. I know—I know that 
we’re the greatest nation on the face of 
the Earth, because we’re a land full of peo-
ple that are caring and decent, hard-work-
ing and compassionate. Oh, there may be 
some tough times here in America. But 
this country has gone through tough times 
before, and we’re going to do it again. And 
we’re going to show the world how to be 
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a prosperous and compassionate and decent 
country. 

Thank you all for coming. God bless you 
all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:05 p.m. in 
Jones Concert Hall at Baylor University. In 
his remarks, he referred to Robert Sloan, 
president, Baylor University; Maria de 
Lourdes Sobrino, founder and owner, Lulu’s 
Desserts; Phyllis Hill Slater, president, Hill 
Slater, Inc.; Douglas J. McCarron, general 

president, United Brotherhood of Car-
penters and Joiners of America; Curtis 
McGuire, owner and chief executive officer, 
Redleg’s Lumper Service, Inc.; Franklin D. 
Raines, chairman and chief executive officer, 
Fannie Mae; Health and Human Services 
Secretary Tommy G. Thompson; and Janet 
Baker, superintendent, Hamilton City 
Schools, Hamilton, OH. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin 
August 14, 2002 

Well, thank you all very much for that 
warm welcome. It’s great to be back here 
in Wisconsin, the land of reform, a State 
which has challenged other States to 
achieve excellence for every citizen. I ap-
preciate the Governor’s introduction. I ap-
preciate his friendship. I so very much ap-
preciate you all coming today to give me 
a chance to share with you some of the 
challenges our Nation faces and why I’m 
optimistic that we can achieve and defeat 
those challenges. 

There’s no better place to come—a State 
to talk about a can-do spirit than Wis-
consin. There’s no better place to come 
and explain to my fellow citizens how deep-
ly committed I am and our country is to 
winning the war on terror. This is a good 
place to come to explain to our fellow citi-
zens that we will do whatever it takes to 
protect the homeland and that we will do 
whatever it takes to make sure our econ-
omy remains strong and vibrant, all 
throughout the United States of America. 

I want to thank Nancy, the chancellor 
of this fine university, for hosting me and 
the small entourage the President travels 
with. [Laughter] I appreciate very much, 
Nancy, your staff working hard to set up 

this room for this discussion. Thank every-
body on our behalf, please. I also appre-
ciate your commitment to education. I love 
the idea of a school in which people come 
to get educated and stay in the State in 
which they’re educated. It is a positive sign 
that this university is fulfilling its important 
function, which is to train Wisconsin young-
sters for the future and then have the Wis-
consin youngsters stay here to make sure 
that future is bright for all citizens. I con-
gratulate you for your leadership. I appre-
ciate so very much your focus on no child 
being left behind. 

I appreciate so very much the Metropoli-
tan Milwaukee Association of Commerce 
for hosting this event. I want to thank the 
local officials who have come—State offi-
cials and local officials. I particularly want 
to pay homage to Scott Walker. 

Yesterday I spent some quality time with 
the latest inductee into the Sturgis Motor-
cycle Museum’s Hall of Fame. That would 
be your Tommy Thompson. You need to 
know he’s doing a fantastic job. He’s got 
a tough job, and he’s doing a great job 
on behalf of citizens all across our country. 

Finally, I had the honor of welcoming 
a soldier in the army of compassion today 
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at Air Force One. Her name is Lucille 
Woods. Lucille, would you mind standing 
up, please? I want you to meet Lucille 
because she’s an example of what needs 
to happen in America if you’re interested 
in our society being a compassionate soci-
ety. See, Government can hand out money, 
but what Government cannot do is put love 
into people’s hearts or a sense of purpose 
in people’s lives. If you’re interested in hav-
ing an America that is a decent and com-
passionate place, you’ve got to love a neigh-
bor just like you’d like to be loved yourself. 
That is what Lucille Woods does. She is 
a foster grandparent—she is a foster grand-
parent who works with second graders to 
make sure that they learn to read. No child 
will be left behind in her vision of America. 
Lucille volunteers her time in her church 
to help those in need. Our society is going 
to change, one heart, one soul at a time, 
because of silent heroes like Lucille Woods. 
And thank you for coming today, Lucille. 

Now, I was mentioning, we have some 
serious challenges facing our Nation. And 
my most important job, I think, is to make 
sure that I protect—do everything I can 
to protect the homeland and make sure 
that an enemy which hates freedom doesn’t 
hit us again. They’re out there. They can’t 
stand the thought of America being a hos-
pitable society to many cultures. They can’t 
stand the thought of a society which wor-
ships an almighty God in different ways, 
a society which is tolerant to different ap-
proaches to religion. They really hate the 
thought of us being a society in which we 
are able to speak our mind, a society which 
values the individual worth of each person. 
And so, so long as we uphold those values, 
which we will do, they’re going to try to 
strike us. 

But you need to know, your Government 
at the Federal level and governments at 
the State and local level are doing every-
thing we can to protect the American peo-
ple. There’s a lot of really fine people who 
are running down every hint and every lead 

and every opportunity to disrupt what may 
or may not be fixing to happen. 

When we get back to Washington after 
what they call the August break, I look 
forward to working with the United States 
Congress to do everything we can to effect 
an organizational change which would then 
allow me to say more certainly to the 
American people, we’re effective at pro-
tecting the homeland. 

There was—there is over 100 agencies 
involved with homeland defense. These 
agencies do different things other than 
homeland defense, but part of their func-
tion is to protect the homeland. The Coast 
Guard is a good example. The Coast Guard 
protects our shores from smugglers, and 
they, you know, they’re watching out for 
the fishermen; they rescue boats in distress. 
But they also have got a function of pro-
tecting the homeland. And so the funda-
mental question, when you think about the 
fact there’s 100 agencies scattered around, 
is, what can we best do to align authority 
and responsibility? How best can we have 
the primary function of these 100 agencies 
be to protect the homeland? In other 
words, how do we change priority and cul-
ture? My suggestion was, is that we create 
a single Department, the responsibility of 
which is to protect the American people, 
with a Cabinet officer confirmed by the 
Congress. And we’re making progress on 
this idea. By the way, this isn’t a Repub-
lican idea, and this isn’t a Democrat idea. 
This an American idea to protect the Amer-
ican people. And so we’re making progress. 

We’re making progress, but the Senate 
now needs to take up the idea. And the 
concern is, is that they will be more con-
cerned about their own political turf and 
jurisdictional turf than they will be the larg-
er concept of protecting the American peo-
ple. They’ll be more concerned about spe-
cial interests and less concerned about how 
to adequately protect America. So I look 
forward to working with the Senate. But 
I can assure you, I will insist that the new 
Department be able to put the right person 
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in the right place at the right time to be 
able to protect the American people, that 
we will reject any plan which has got a 
thick book of bureaucratic rules all aimed 
at protecting special interests. 

And it’s important that we be able to 
have the right person at the right place 
at the right time. It’s important to be able 
to do so to protect our borders. We need 
to know who’s coming in and what they’re 
bringing into America and whether or not 
they’re leaving when they’re supposed to 
be leaving America. And that means that 
the INS and the Border Patrol and the 
Customs all ought to be working in concert, 
under the same authority, developing the 
same culture. And that’s going to require 
flexibility to get everybody thinking the 
same way. There’s a lot of entrenched in-
terests in Washington. And we’re going to 
need all the tools necessary to make sure 
those entrenched interests hit in the right— 
run in the same direction, and that is to 
fulfill the top priority of our Government, 
which is to protect our homeland. 

But the best way to protect the home-
land, the best way to secure freedom for 
this country is to chase the killers down, 
one person at a time, and bring them to 
justice, which is what the United States 
is going to do. I say that because I want 
the world to be at peace, but I know the 
nature of the enemy. They—we can’t talk 
them out of their ideas. We can’t hold their 
hands and hope they change their attitude. 
We must bring them to justice. This coun-
try doesn’t seek revenge. We seek justice. 
And the farther we get away from the at-
tacks of America, the more likely it is some 
Americans will forget the danger—but not 
me, nor will the United States military. 

For those of you who have got loved 
ones in the U.S. military, I want to tell 
you how proud I am, how confident I am 
of their abilities, and how proud you should 
be of their service to our great country. 

I have submitted a significant increase 
in defense appropriations for two reasons: 
Anytime we put our military in harm’s way, 

they deserve the best training, the best pay, 
the best possible equipment; and secondly, 
I want to send a message to our friends 
and our enemies that the United States 
of America is determined and patient and 
relentless in our quest for freedom. Now, 
the Congress has passed—the House 
passed one version. The Senate passed an-
other version. They need to get together 
quickly, when they get back in September, 
and get a defense appropriations bill on 
my desk first thing. It’s important for our 
planning purposes; it’s important for our 
war on terror that they not play politics 
with the defense appropriations bills. 

And we’re making some progress. We 
really are. What’s hard for some to under-
stand about this new war of the 21st cen-
tury is that these are people being treated 
like international criminals, and so it’s like 
we’re on a manhunt. And the United States 
is working closely with our friends, and we 
have hauled in over a couple of thousand 
of these folks. They’ve been arrested and 
detained. Some of them are in our posses-
sion. Others are with other countries. Some 
of the terrorists haven’t been quite as luck-
ily as those who have been detained and 
arrested. But we’re slowly but surely mak-
ing progress, and we’re enforcing the doc-
trine that says, ‘‘Either you’re with us, or 
you’re with the enemy, and if you harbor 
a terrorist, if you feed one, you’re just as 
guilty as those who killed thousands of 
Americans on September the 11th.’’ 

I believe by being relentless and steady, 
not only will we make America more free, 
that the future generations of American 
citizens will be able to grow up in a free 
society, but by being relentless and steady 
and principled and determined, we can 
achieve peace. And that’s my hope, is for 
the world to be peaceful; that we can 
achieve peace in parts of the world that 
have—where some folks have just given up 
on the thought of peace, perhaps the Mid-
dle East or South Asia. For those of you 
with youngsters who are trying to explain 
what you’re seeing or hearing on TV about 
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this war on terror, please tell them that 
when we go into a country, we go in not 
as conquerors but as liberators, because we 
believe in freedom for all citizens who live 
in the world. We love our own freedoms, 
and at the same time, by being strong and 
resolved and determined, we can achieve 
peace—peace for generations to come. 

And the third big challenge is to enhance 
and to work on the economic security of 
the American people. We’ll work on the 
homeland security and the economic secu-
rity. Yesterday I had a forum in Baylor 
University, in central Texas—quite a sac-
rifice for people to come down there, to 
central Texas, middle of Texas in the mid-
dle of August. But they were determined 
to share with me and people in my admin-
istration ideas and thoughts and concerns. 
I could have had the meeting right here 
and had the same input from citizens here 
in the great city of Milwaukee. We had 
union members and union leaders. We had 
grandmothers. We had entrepreneurs, 
small-business people, farmers, ranchers, 
people from all walks of life. And they 
talked about the challenges our economy 
faces. I mean, after all, for the first three 
quarters when I was the President, we were 
in recession. And then that September the 
11th hit, and that hurt our economy. And 
then some of these liars showed up. Some 
of the scandals started to surface. They’d 
been in the making for a while, but they 
began to bubble up, and that shook the 
confidence of our country. And we dis-
cussed—we discussed that yesterday. 

But we all came—at least, I came to 
the conclusion, having listened to a lot of 
our fellow Americans, that the strength of 
the American people and the fundamental 
strength of our economy far outweighs the 
challenges we face. And let me give you 
some examples. We’re the most productive 
people in the world. Our farmers and 
ranchers and working people are incredibly 
productive. Interest rates are low. Inflation 
is low. Wages are rising. Taxes are lower. 
Consumer spending is still strong. I came 

away from the meeting confident about our 
economic future, but not content with the 
progress we’re making. And I want to dis-
cuss with you some of the things I think 
we can do. 

First, you’ve got to understand that be-
hind the statistics—at least the way I view 
it is, behind the statistics is somebody’s life. 
So the way I put it is, if somebody wants 
a job and can’t find a job, we’ve got a 
problem. So long as anybody is looking for 
work who can’t find work, we need to do 
something about it. 

Now, there are some things we can do 
in Washington to help the economy grow. 
One thing we need to do is to restrain 
excessive spending. We need fiscal respon-
sibility. Excessive spending will serve as a 
drag on economic growth. Right now, we’ve 
got some deficits because of the recession 
and because we’re funding the war on ter-
ror. But by restraining excessive spending, 
we can have our budget back in balance. 
But it’s going to require Congress to show 
some discipline. And that’s hard. Every 
constituency has got an issue. Every pro-
gram sounds wonderful. 

I tried to help yesterday. Congress sent 
an emergency spending bill to my desk, 
and that was good. It’s called a supple-
mental. It’s money for the war on terror; 
it’s money to defend the homeland; it’s 
money to help rebuild New York City. But 
interestingly enough, they put 5 billion ad-
ditional dollars in there, about $5 billion 
that I didn’t think was an emergency. And 
part of the language in the supplemental 
said, ‘‘Either you spend all 5 billion of the 
extra money, or you spend none of it.’’ 
In other words, I didn’t have any flexibility. 
I didn’t get to pick and choose. They said 
‘‘all or none.’’ I heard their position. Yester-
day they heard mine: We’re spending none 
of the 5 billion. 

This decision should serve as an example 
that I am serious when it comes to pro-
tecting taxpayers’ money and to being fis-
cally sound with your money, to set prior-
ities and make sure they fund the priorities 
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but don’t overspend. Somebody said, ‘‘What 
are you talking about?’’ In part of the 5 
billion, to show you one of the egregious 
examples, was, they wanted a new building 
for worms and bugs that the United States 
had collected. That’s not an emergency. 
[Laughter] If somebody thinks it’s that im-
portant, they can put it in next year’s ap-
propriations bill. As a matter of fact, one 
of the things we’ll do is, we’ll take some 
of the good ideas that were a part of the 
5 billion and work immediately to get them 
in the ’03 budgets. And by the way, the 
’03 funding starts soon. 

Two examples: One, a pressing need— 
one of the pressing needs was AIDS pre-
vention programs. I’m a supporter of doing 
everything we can here at home and inter-
nationally for fighting AIDS. And there’s 
money in there for the Middle East, for 
Israel and Palestine, and that money is nec-
essary. But there’s time to get it in the 
’03 budget, and we’ll get it spent. But I 
am not—I am not going to allow Congress 
to pressure me to spend money that I don’t 
think is needed. For the good of the econ-
omy, we must show fiscal restraint. 

And for the good of the economy, we 
fortunately reduced the taxes on the people 
who pay taxes here in America. Tax relief 
was timely, and it’s going to—history will 
show it was necessary to help fight this 
recession that we inherited. 

One of the things I heard yesterday, and 
I suspect you would hear from the small-
business owners in this crowd, is that by 
reducing taxes, it helps small businesses 
grow. Seventy percent of the new jobs in 
America are created by our small-business 
entrepreneurs. Small business is the back-
bone of an economic recovery. And there-
fore, by cutting taxes, we helped small busi-
nesses. I’ve heard the rhetoric about who 
supposedly we’re helping or not helping. 
The reality is, most small businesses pay 
personal income taxes. Most small busi-
nesses are not incorporated. They’re sole 
proprietorships. They’re limited partner-
ships. They pay personal income taxes. And 

when you drop the personal tax rate, you’re 
helping small businesses. The more money 
a small business has, the more likely it is 
that small business is going to be able to 
grow and employ another citizen from Wis-
consin. 

We slashed the marriage penalty. I be-
lieve the Tax Code ought to encourage 
marriage, not discourage marriage. 

And we put the death tax on the road 
to extinction. We heard yesterday from 
people from all walks of life talk about how 
terrible the death tax is. These are small-
business owners, many of whom have just 
come to America for the first time. They’re 
building up their asset base. They want to 
be able to leave their assets to whoever 
they want to leave them to, without that 
asset getting taxed twice. The death tax is 
bad for Wisconsin farmers. The death tax 
is bad for Wisconsin’s small-business own-
ers. The death tax needs to go, forever, 
as far as I’m concerned. But because of 
a quirk in the Senate rules, the tax relief 
plan that is being phased in will end in 
10 years, or 9 years from now. And that’s 
not right. People need to be able to plan. 
People need not be—have certainty in the 
Tax Code. And so therefore, for the good 
of economic growth, for the good of job 
creation, the United States Congress must 
make the tax relief plan that we passed 
permanent. 

Congress needs to act on terrorism insur-
ance. People say, ‘‘What is that?’’ Well, 
there are eight—there’s $8 billion worth 
of money that has been put aside—$8 bil-
lion worth of construction projects that are 
not going forward in America because of 
the high cost of terrorism insurance. When 
the enemy hit us, they changed the whole 
concept of risk. Our belief is, the Federal 
Government ought to help pay for ter-
rorism insurance. I think it’s a useful use 
of taxpayers’ money to provide a certainty, 
a security for terrorism insurance. If you’re 
worried about jobs like I am, if you want 
your hardhats working, we’ve got to get 
terrorism insurance passed so these large 

1395 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00244 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.006 193761

Aug. 14 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

commercial projects go forward. We want 
people working in America, and the United 
States Congress can provide a means nec-
essary to get these construction workers 
back to work. 

We need an energy plan in America. We 
need to conserve more energy. We need 
to work on renewables. We need to explore 
more at home in an environmentally friend-
ly way, so we’re not reliant upon foreign 
sources of crude oil. 

I got trade authority. I’m going to use 
trade authority for the good of the econ-
omy. I made the argument to Congress that 
good trade means good jobs. Listen, if 
you’re good at something, you want to en-
courage. If you’re good at something, you 
want to open up markets for the product 
you create. Listen, we’ve got the best entre-
preneurs in the world here in America. 
We’ve got the best farmers in the world 
here. We’ve got the best cheese in the 
world here in America. And we ought to 
be selling our products all around the 
world. It’s important for our fellow Ameri-
cans to understand, trade means higher 
paying jobs. 

I also look forward to working with Con-
gress on pension reforms. A lot of people 
own stock and bonds, and that’s positive. 
We want people to own things in America. 
We want people to say—balance sheet to 
be more than just potential income; we 
want it to be assets. And yet there are 
those who are involved in pension funds 
that are locked into funds. They can’t diver-
sify. There needs to be a law on the books 
that says that after you own your company’s 
stock for a while, you ought to be able 
to sell it and diversify your portfolio. You 
ought to not have all your eggs in one 
basket. And I’m proud of the law I just 
signed which says, if the CEO gets to sell 
his stock, so does the working person, the 
person working for that CEO. 

And speaking about CEOs, like you, I 
have been disappointed in the performance 
of some of America’s chief executive offi-
cers. They let us down. They didn’t uphold 

their responsibility as a leader should. They 
fudged the books. They didn’t tell the 
truth. And now they’re going to pay the 
price. It’s no longer easy money for these 
folks; it’s hard time. I want to thank the 
members of both political parties for sign-
ing the most comprehensive corporate re-
form since Franklin Roosevelt was the 
President. I appreciated working with lead-
ers in both parties to get this done. We’re 
going to send a very strong signal to people. 
We expect there to be transparency. We’re 
going to make sure that the numbers are 
real. We’ve got a lot of first-time stock-
holders who don’t appreciate being told one 
thing is happening, but reality was another. 
The SEC is stronger. We’ve got more en-
forcement officers. We’ve got laws on the 
books now that are going to increase the 
penalties for lying and cheating to the 
American people. I’ve got a Corporate 
Fraud Task Force that’s active and aggres-
sive. Obviously, they’ll stick to the law, but 
when we find somebody who has defrauded 
the American people, they’re going to pay 
a price. 

You know, I was telling some folks yes-
terday, I was disappointed to hear that in 
business schools, they’re afraid to teach 
right from wrong. They don’t want to take 
the position of right from wrong for future 
MBAs. And in my speech I gave to New 
York City about the reforms necessary to 
help clean up corporate America, I talked 
about the need for business schools to 
teach right from wrong. And professors 
came up to me when I was on my way 
out of the room—he said, ‘‘Thanks for say-
ing that.’’ Big old fellow, a working man, 
came up and said, ‘‘If you really want to 
teach them right from wrong, Mr. Presi-
dent, if you want to send a message about 
ethics and business in America, slap some 
handcuffs on one or two of them and put 
them on TV; that’s the best lesson you can 
leave with corporate America if they’re 
going to lie, cheat, or steal.’’ 

Today chief executive officers of major 
corporate America are putting their names 
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on the line to certify that the numbers on 
their balance sheets are real. And that’s 
positive. By far the vast majority of those 
who run corporate America are good, hon-
orable people. You’ve got some great com-
panies here in the State of Wisconsin. I 
think of Harley Davidson, for example, a 
company which has got not only a great 
product but a company which treats its em-
ployees with the utmost of respect and dig-
nity and has done pretty well by the share-
holder as well. We’ve got all kinds of com-
panies like that, run by decent people, and 
we’re not going to let the few ruin the 
reputations of the many. We’re going to 
hold people to account here in America. 

One of the things I learned at our ses-
sions yesterday and I suspect would learn 
here today, that even though folks are opti-
mistic about the future, there has been— 
a little shaken in their confidence. People 
are concerned, and I can understand that. 
But one of the things that rang true yester-
day to me, and does every time I make 
a stop here in America, is that we should 
never lack confidence in our character, in 
the character of the American people. This 
is a fabulous country. These are hard-work-
ing, decent, honorable people who can 
overcome any challenge. This is a great 
country, and when we put our mind to 
something, we’ll be successful. 

And we’ve got our mind on some big 
goals here in America. We’ve got our mind 
on bringing freedom and peace to the 
world. Our mind is on protecting the 
homeland, and our thoughts and concerns 
are with those who are struggling economi-
cally. But we’ll achieve economic security 
here in America. Our entrepreneurial spirit 
is strong. The fundamentals are great. 
We’re regaining confidence in the leader-
ship of corporate America. But most of all, 
the American people are determined to 
succeed. 

You know, I have said to our citizens 
a lot of times that out of the evil done 
to America on September the 11th is going 
to come incredible good. Out of the evil 

done to our Nation is going to come some 
good, the likes of which we never really 
would have dreamed. And part of the good 
that’s going to come is the fact that our 
culture is changing, that a lot of Americans 
understand that it’s patriotic to help a 
neighbor in need. People say, ‘‘What can 
you do to fight the war on terror?’’ You 
know what you can do? You can do some 
good. It’s the collective acts of goodness 
and decency which define America, which 
show the world the true face of our nobility 
and our strength and our culture. 

Flight 93 was a poignant moment for 
me and, I suspect, for you as well. These 
are people flying across the country. They 
heard the plane was going to be used as 
a weapon. They were on their cell phones 
to their loved ones. They told them they 
loved them. They said a prayer. One guy 
said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They took the plane in 
the ground to serve something greater than 
themselves in life. 

It’s those acts of courage, those quiet 
acts of compassion which really are chang-
ing America, one person at a time. There 
is a new culture in this country. We’re ush-
ering in a period of personal responsibility. 
People are responsible for the decisions 
they make in life, responsible for loving 
your children with all your heart and all 
your soul, responsible for helping a neigh-
bor in need, responsible for making sure 
the Milwaukee school system is the best 
in the country so nobody—no child is left 
behind. No, there is a new responsibility 
in America. 

I don’t know what went through the 
minds of the enemy when they attacked 
us. They must have thought they were at-
tacking a nation that was so shallow, so 
materialistic, so selfish that all we would 
do was maybe file a lawsuit. But what 
they’ve learned is, they attacked a nation 
that is strong and courageous and decent, 
a nation in which thousands of our fellow 
citizens understand that by serving some-
thing greater than yourself in life, you serve 
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the greatest nation on the face of the consin-Milwaukee. In his remarks, he re-
Earth. ferred to Gov. Scott McCallum of Wisconsin; 

Thank you for coming. May God bless. Nancy L. Zimpher, chancellor, University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee; and Scott Walker,

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:25 a.m. in county executive, Milwaukee County, WI.
the Klotsche Center at the University of Wis-

Remarks at a Luncheon for Governor Scott McCallum of Wisconsin in 
Milwaukee 
August 14, 2002 

Thank you very much. And you know 
what I think? I think the voters of Wis-
consin are going to say yes to Scott 
McCallum as the Governor. I am here to 
help this good man because I believe in 
him. And I believe he’s going to win. And 
I want to thank you all for helping him. 
I want to thank you for being here today. 
I especially want to thank you for what 
you’re fixing to do, which is to man the 
phones, go to the coffee shops, and turn 
out the vote. You’ve got a good one in 
Scott, a good, honest, decent, honorable 
man who is willing to make tough deci-
sions. And you need to send him back to 
the statehouse for 4 more years. 

And I appreciate so very much the first 
lady of the State of Wisconsin, Laurie. It 
is good to see her again, and their children. 
I want to thank those boys and the girl 
for supporting their dad in his run for the 
Governor’s race. 

I bring greetings from the First Lady 
of the United States. She is actually cam-
paigning today in Texas for a friend of ours 
who is running for the United States Senate 
in Texas. You drew the short straw. [Laugh-
ter] But she is doing great. I don’t know 
if you remember the story about Laura and 
me, but when I married her, she was a 
public school librarian. And the truth of 
the matter is, she didn’t particularly care 
about politics or politicians. And now here 
she is, the First Lady of the United States. 
And she’s doing a fabulous job. I’m really 

proud of her. We’re working out of 
Crawford this month. It’s a nice tempera-
ture differential. [Laughter] But she sends 
her regards and sends all her best to Scott 
and Laurie and the family during this really 
important quest to be your Governor. 

I want to thank very much the Lieuten-
ant Governor, Margaret Farrow, for being 
here as well. I find it very interesting that 
Governor Farrow is breaking the glass ceil-
ing. She is the first female Lieutenant Gov-
ernor in Wisconsin history. 

I want to thank leaders of the statehouse 
who are here, Mary Panzer and Scott Jen-
sen, who is the speaker of the house. Thank 
you both for coming. I want to thank other 
members of the legislature who are here. 
It is in your interest that this good man 
win. 

I want to thank Scott Walker. I call him 
‘‘cousin.’’ After all, I’m George Walker 
Bush. [Laughter] At least I call him ‘‘cous-
in’’ so long as he’s doing a good job. 
[Laughter] And they tell me he’s doing a 
fine job. Scott, thank you for taking on 
a very important assignment as the Mil-
waukee county executive. And we wish you 
all the best. 

I had the privilege of meeting the next 
attorney general of the State of Wisconsin, 
Vince Biskupic, and I want to thank Vince 
for being here as well. 

I want to thank Rick Graber, who is the 
chairman of the Republican Party, a fellow 
I’ve gotten to know quite well and trust 
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and appreciate his leadership. I want to 
thank Mary Buestrin, who is the national 
committeewoman. And I want to thank 
Craig Leipold, who is the finance chair for 
this fine event. Thank you all for coming. 

I particularly want to thank the—those 
of you involved in grassroots politics. Often-
times we come to these events and we 
never thank those who have manned the 
phones to even get the event going in the 
first place. I understand politics well. I 
know you cannot win without people ener-
gized at the grassroots. And for those of 
you who have worked tirelessly for Scott 
and for my behalf as well, thanks from the 
bottom of our hearts. And I hope this din-
ner serves as a way to continue—to get 
you to continue working, because you’re 
vital to the success of any candidate run-
ning for public office. So thanks for coming 
today. It’s great to see you. 

I like a man who does what he says 
he’s going to do, and that’s what Scott did. 
Scott said he was going to deal with the 
budget in an upfront way, but he was going 
to do so without raising your taxes. A lot 
of folks in politics try to find the easy way 
out, but Scott stuck to his word. He said, 
‘‘We’ve got a budget problem. I intend to 
work with people from both parties to solve 
the problem, but we’re not going to solve 
the problem by raising the taxes in a State 
whose taxes are already too high.’’ And he 
stuck to his word, and Wisconsin is going 
to be better off for having a Governor who 
sticks to his word. 

I appreciate the fact that he is working 
to hold down spending. That’s what I’m 
going to do in Washington. And yesterday 
I sent a pretty clear signal, I intend to 
bring some fiscal discipline to Washington, 
DC. We’ve got a process called the supple-
mental budget process. It’s an opportunity 
for the Congress to fund emergency needs. 
And we needed extra funding for our mili-
tary, and we needed funding for homeland 
security, and we needed extra funding to 
fulfill the commitment to the citizens of 
New York. But Congress, in its willingness 

to spend your money, added 5 billion extra 
dollars. And what made that interesting was 
that in order to spend any of the extra 
5 billion, I had to spend it all. In other 
words, ‘‘You either spend all the 5 billion, 
Mr. President, or you don’t spend a dime.’’ 
They made their position clear. I made 
mine yesterday clear: We’re not spending 
a dime. 

It is important for those of us who 
have—in charge of the people’s money to 
be fiscally sound and responsible. It’s im-
portant to set priorities and make sure the 
appropriators stick to those priorities. And 
that’s what Scott’s done here in the State 
of Wisconsin. It’s an important signal to 
send. During tough times, you’ve got to 
have somebody who’s willing to make tough 
decisions. And that’s what a leader does. 

A leader is also somebody who under-
stands that every child must be educated. 
I used to say that education is to a State 
what national defense is to the Federal 
Government. The most important priority 
of a Governor is to insist that there be 
quality education. 

We passed a good piece of legislation 
out of Washington—which passes power 
out of Washington, DC, because I believe 
in local control of schools. But it also says, 
we’re going to set the highest of high stand-
ards for every child. Scott knows what I 
know, that if you set low standards for chil-
dren, you’re going to get low results. If 
you expect mediocrity, you’ll have mediocre 
students. We believe every child can learn 
and therefore are willing to insist upon high 
standards for every child. 

And as importantly, I insist, and so does 
Scott, that we measure, that we hold people 
to account. See, if you believe children 
can’t learn, you don’t measure. But if you 
believe they can learn, you measure to see 
whether or not they are learning. And if 
they are, there ought to be praise for the 
teachers. But when we find children 
trapped in schools that won’t teach and 
schools that won’t change, it is essential 
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you have leadership that demands some-
thing other than the status quo. 

I appreciate Scott’s vision of public edu-
cation, and I believe under his leadership, 
the public education system here in Wis-
consin will demand excellence. And by de-
manding excellence, our children will start 
to learn. No child in this country ought 
to be left behind. 

I also appreciate Scott’s integrity and his 
decency. He’s a down-to-earth fellow. As 
we say down in Crawford, Texas, he doesn’t 
have a bunch of fancy airs. What you see 
is what you get. And that’s important. 
That’s important for people in politics, to 
say what they mean and do what they say. 
You know, we’ve got a lot of good talkers 
in the political process, a lot of people who 
spin fancy promises. What the State needs 
here and what I believe we need in Wash-
ington are people who just say what they 
believe, work hard with people of both po-
litical parties to achieve it—in other words, 
be willing to be judged on accomplishment. 
And when people in Wisconsin judge this 
man on his accomplishments, they’re going 
to put him back in the Governor’s chair. 

I appreciate Scott’s understanding the 
role of Government is not to create wealth; 
the role of Government is to create an en-
vironment in which the producer and the 
entrepreneur can flourish. And that’s an 
important distinction between he and how 
some of the others think. The other people 
think that Government is there to create 
wealth, that Government is the answer. 
Scott knows what I know, that you’ve got 
to trust the people. You trust the people 
with their own money. You trust the people 
with their own ambitions. You create an 
environment in which people, no matter 
where they’re from or what they’re like, 
can achieve their dreams. That means good 
regulatory policy; that means good tax pol-
icy; that means good fiscal policy. And 
that’s the kind of Governor he has been, 
and that’s the kind of Governor he will 
be. 

Not only do I appreciate the chance to 
come and talk about Scott, I appreciate 
the chance to come and briefly talk about 
the hurdles our country faces, the chal-
lenges we face. Yesterday we had a fan-
tastic event in Waco, at Baylor University. 
As I needled the crowd that came down 
there, I said, ‘‘I appreciate welcoming you 
to the middle of Texas in the middle of 
August.’’ [Laughter] That’s a heck of a 
commitment. [Laughter] We had people 
from all walks of life. We didn’t ask their 
party registration. We just said, ‘‘Would you 
like to come and discuss your concerns 
about the economy?’’ We had laboring peo-
ple and union heads and entrepreneurs and 
small-business people and farmers and 
ranchers, grandmothers. We had all kinds 
of people. It was a very interesting session 
because it showed that there is a concern. 
But it also showed me that we’ve got great 
strength in this country to deal with the 
economic challenges we face. 

I heard over and over again that even 
though the statistics look pretty good these 
days, that people’s confidence had been 
somewhat shaken. Nevertheless, they were 
confident in the long term of the American 
system. They’re confident that so long as 
we have the right policies out of Wash-
ington, the entrepreneurial spirit would 
flourish. They were confident, if we make 
right choices when it comes to tax and fis-
cal policy, the economic growth will con-
tinue. I mean, after all, when we first got 
into office, we endured three quarters of 
economic negative growth. And then the 
last three quarters have been positive. So 
the trend is in the right direction. And in-
terest rates are low. Inflation is low. Pro-
ductivity is up. Consumer spending is 
strong. I mean, the ingredients for eco-
nomic vitality are there. 

But there are some more things we need 
to do, we need to make sure that not only 
is Congress fiscally responsible, we need 
to make sure that the tax cuts we passed 
become permanent. Now, we cut taxes at 
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the right time. You see, Scott and I under-
stand that if you let a person keep more 
of their own money, the person is going 
to demand a good or a service. If they 
demand a good or a service, somebody is 
going to produce the good and service. And 
when somebody produces the good and 
service, somebody is likely to find work. 
That’s how the economy works. 

In Washington, and I suspect here in 
Wisconsin, there are some who say, ‘‘Let’s 
don’t trust the people with their own 
money. Let’s raise the taxes. Let’s prevent 
tax reductions from going forward.’’ There 
would be nothing worse for our economy 
than to take money away from the people 
who make the economy grow. We need 
to make the tax relief plan passed perma-
nent. I say you need to make it permanent 
because under a quirk in the Senate law, 
all the work we did ends 10 years from 
the time I signed the bill. That’s kind of 
an odd piece of legislation. It’s one where 
you reduce something, and then 10 years 
later, it pops back up. That’s why we need 
to make it permanent. 

And we also need to make the repeal 
of the death tax permanent. The death tax 
is terrible on entrepreneurs, terrible on 
Wisconsin farmers, terrible on small-busi-
ness owners. It’s a terrible tax when you 
tax a person’s assets twice. 

No, I believe our economy is going to 
make good progress. I particularly believe, 
if Congress does the right thing, that we 
can make substantial progress. They did the 
right thing on trade, by the way. For the 
first time in a long time, I now have what’s 
called trade promotion authority. And I un-
derstand good trade policy will yield good 
jobs. If you’re confident about something, 
you try to promote it. I’m confident about 
the American people’s ability to outproduce 
anybody in the world. I’m confident that 
Wisconsin farmers are the best in the 
world. I’m confident that our high-tech en-
trepreneurs are the best in the world. I’m 
confident that we can compete with a level 
playing field. I intend to use trade pro-

motion authority to sell U.S. products 
abroad, which will be good for high-paying 
jobs here in America. 

I believe in terrorism insurance. There 
are over $8 billion of construction projects 
which have been delayed because people 
can’t get terrorism insurance. For the sake 
of hard-working Americans, for the sake of 
visionaries who want to build, Congress 
must have a terrorism insurance bill on my 
desk as soon as possible, a bill which re-
wards hard work, not trial lawyers. 

We need an energy policy that promotes 
renewable energy, that uses technology to 
conserve more, but we need an energy pol-
icy that encourages environmentally friend-
ly exploration at home. It is not only impor-
tant for our economic security that we have 
an energy policy, it is important for our 
national security that we’re less reliant on 
foreign sources of crude oil. 

No, I believe we can make great progress 
and we’ll continue to work with people of 
both political parties to create the environ-
ment necessary for our entrepreneurs to 
flourish. 

And one thing is certain and one thing 
now people understand, that if you cook 
the books, you’re going to be held to ac-
count. If you do not tell the truth to the 
American people, there is going to be a 
consequence. I signed, as Scott mentioned, 
the most comprehensive corporate reform 
since Franklin Roosevelt was the President. 
It should send a chilling effect on those 
who want to fine-print the American peo-
ple. It should send a chilling effect to those 
who believe they can use fancy accounting 
footwork in order to achieve some kind of 
short-term objective. I’ve got a Corporate 
Fraud Task Force that’s going to find those 
who have committed fraud, arrest those 
who have committed fraud, prosecute those 
who have committed fraud. 

The American people have got to trust 
the books of corporate America. I trust by 
far the vast majority of people who run 
corporate America. I proudly wear a pair 
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of Allen Edmonds shoes every day. [Laugh-
ter] I know my friend who runs Harley 
Davidson is here. These are great corpora-
tions; they’re corporations because the 
CEO has decided to set the right kind of 
example by not only treating employees 
with respect but by understanding they’ve 
got an obligation to shareholder as well. 
I signed a good piece of legislation. We’ll 
enforce the law. And Americans can be 
confident—can be confident that if some-
body cheats them, there’s going to be a 
consequence. And they need to be con-
fident that by far the vast majority of our 
corporate leaders are honest and decent 
and honorable people. 

We’re making progress on the economic 
security of the American people. We’re 
making progress on the homeland security 
for the American people. My most impor-
tant job is to do everything we can to pro-
tect the homeland, is to prevent the enemy 
from hitting us again. And I sent up a 
pretty significant proposal to do just that. 
There’s over 100 agencies in Washington, 
DC, that have got some part of the respon-
sibility of protecting the homeland. It kind 
of makes it hard to hold people to account 
when there is 100 agencies scattered 
around. And so for the sake of setting pri-
orities and for the sake of changing agen-
cies’ cultures so that they focus on home-
land security, I proposed to Congress that 
we have a Cabinet office, a Cabinet agency 
involved with protecting our homeland— 
we move key agencies within an umbrella 
organization. 

And we’re making progress there. We’re 
making progress because the House of 
Representatives passed a pretty good piece 
of legislation which will allow me and my 
Cabinet Secretary to put the right person 
at the right place at the right time in order 
to protect the homeland. 

And now the Senate must act. But the 
problem is, the first blush of the Senate 
legislation shows that some Senators are 
more concerned about protecting their turf 
than they are protecting the American peo-

ple. Some Senators are more worried about 
special interests than the interests of pro-
tecting the homeland. I’m not going to ac-
cept a piece of legislation which gives us 
a book this thick of bureaucratic rules, 
thereby hamstringing the capacity of this 
administration to protect the American peo-
ple. 

There’s a lot of people—there are a lot 
of people working hard to protect us. There 
really are. They’re working overtime. Any-
time we get a hint or a piece of evidence, 
we’re running it down. We take everything 
seriously here in America about—as to 
whether or not somebody might be trying 
to come and hurt American citizens. But 
the best way to protect the homeland is 
to chase the enemy down one by one and 
bring them to justice. That’s the best way 
to protect the homeland, and that’s what 
we’re going to do. 

It’s a different kind of war than what 
we are used to. I guess the best way to 
describe it, it’s like we’re on an inter-
national manhunt for coldblooded killers. 
These are people that hide in a cave and 
send youngsters to their death. They don’t 
require a lot of equipment. They don’t have 
tanks going across a field or formations of 
aircraft flying around. These are people 
that don’t value life and hate freedom. 
They don’t care whether innocent people 
die, and they hate the fact that we value 
life here in America. They can’t stand the 
fact that we worship freely, that we wel-
come all kinds of religions, that our Gov-
ernment is not a Government that pro-
motes a religion. Our Government pro-
motes freedom of religion. It irritates them. 

And so long as we hold those values of 
freedom dear to our hearts, we’re a target. 
But we’re not going to change our values 
because some international killers don’t like 
us. As a matter of fact, we’re going to do 
something different. We’re going to chase 
them down. We’re going to unleash a great 
military. We’re going to call upon a vast 
coalition. And no matter how long it 
takes—no matter how long it takes—we’ll 
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hunt them down one by one to protect 
our country and to secure our freedoms. 

And we’re making good progress. We’re 
making good progress. In a little less than 
a year, we routed the Taliban. We upheld 
the doctrine, ‘‘If you harbor or feed a ter-
rorist, you’re just as guilty as the terrorists.’’ 
And the Taliban found out what we meant. 
I want you all to tell your children, we 
went into Afghanistan not as conquerors 
but as liberators. And thanks to the United 
States and our coalition, young girls—many 
young girls now go to school for the first 
time. 

And we didn’t leave. We’re helping that 
country build a democracy. We’re helping 
that country rebuild herself so that she has 
a chance to be a prosperous nation at peace 
in her neighborhood. But there is still Al 
Qaida there in remote regions, and we’ve 
got brave troops who are hunting them 
down. And sometimes you’ll read about it, 
and sometimes you won’t. We have hauled 
in over 2,000 of them. One by one, we’re 
finding them. It’s not only the United 
States, but the Philippines or Spain, all 
kinds of countries are acting in concert. 
And a like number weren’t as lucky. 

But there’s more work to do. There’s 
more work to do. And I just want to assure 
you that I haven’t forgotten September the 
11th. I understand that history has called 
us into action. I’m never going to forget 
the love of freedom that the American 
States holds dear. I believe in our values. 
And so long as anybody is out there trying 
to bunch up or individually come and hurt 
us, my job is to act and act decisively. And 
that’s exactly what our Government is going 
to do. 

And so when you read about the defense 
budget I’ve submitted, I hope I’m giving 
you a flavor as to why I did ask for the 
largest increase in defense spending since 
Ronald Reagan was the President. I believe 
anytime you put your troops into harm’s 
way, they deserve the best pay, the best 
training, and the best possible equipment. 

And I know it’s important to send a sig-
nal to our friends and our enemies alike 
that the United States is in this for the 
long haul, that there isn’t a calendar on 
my desk that says, oh, by such-and-such 
a date, we’re going to quit; we’re just going 
to stop. That’s not what America is about. 
We love freedom. We understand we have 
an obligation to defend our freedoms. 

But you need to know how I feel. I 
feel that by leading this coalition and by 
remaining strong and determined and pa-
tient, that we can achieve peace, peace in 
parts of the world that have given up on 
peace. I think we can have peace in the 
Middle East—I really do—by being strong 
and determined, by fighting terror and— 
on the one hand, and promoting democracy 
on the other. I believe we can achieve 
peace in South Asia. I believe we can 
achieve peace here at home. And that’s my 
goal, and that’s my dream. 

See, I believe out of the evil done to 
America is going to come some incredible 
good. At home I’m already beginning to 
see the signs of the good that’s coming. 
See, people understand that—and people 
have asked the question, what can they do 
to help in the war against terror? And my 
answer was, love a neighbor like you’d like 
to be loved yourself. If you want to fight 
evil, do some good. If you want to be a 
part of a war on terror, love somebody 
in need. It’s the gathering momentum of 
millions of acts of kindness and decency 
which show the world the true character 
of America. 

People have said, ‘‘What can I do to 
help?’’ And my answer is, serve something 
greater than yourself. Serve something 
greater than your own personal satisfaction, 
your own personal bottom line. Being a 
patriot in America, in my judgment, under-
stands that when one of us suffers, all of 
us suffers. But I also understand Govern-
ment can’t do everything. We can write 
checks, but we can’t put hope in people’s 
hearts or a sense of purpose in people’s 
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lives. That requires neighbor loving neigh-
bor; that requires faith-based programs 
flourishing throughout Milwaukee. You’ve 
got some fabulous faith-based programs 
here in Milwaukee. I know; I’ve seen them 
first hand. I’ve seen the power of faith work 
magic in people’s lives right here in your 
neighborhood. 

And so my call to you is, if you want 
to be a patriotic American, help a neighbor 
in need. It doesn’t take a lot. Mentor a 
child. And I don’t mean mentor a child 
on a kind of a haphazard basis. I mean, 
take a child and mentor that child for a 
while, until that child becomes literate. Or 
go into a shut-in’s house and say, ‘‘I love 
you,’’ on a daily basis or a regular basis. 
Feed somebody who needs some food. 
Help somebody find some shelter. 

America is going to change, one heart, 
one soul, one conscience at a time. Many 
in your community understand one person 
can’t do everything, but one person can 
do something to be a part of a cultural 
change which welcomes a new era, one dif-
ferent from the old times when it said, 
‘‘If it feels good, go ahead and do it,’’ and 
‘‘If you’ve got a problem, blame somebody 
else,’’ to a new era in which it says, ‘‘We’re 
all responsible for the decisions we make 
in life.’’ We’re responsible for loving our 

children. We’re responsible for helping a 
neighbor in need. We’re responsible for the 
quality of the community in which we live. 

Flight 93 was a defining moment in 
many ways. It was a time when people 
heard that the airplane was going to be 
used as a weapon. They made a conscious 
decision to serve something greater than 
themselves, to save life. History will note 
that they said a prayer, told their loved 
ones goodbye. A guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll,’’ and 
they took the plane into the ground. It’s 
a symbol of what is happening in America, 
that people understand to be a patriotic 
America is to serve something greater than 
yourself. No, out of the evil done to Amer-
ica is going to come some incredible good, 
a more compassionate, a more decent, a 
more hopeful America. 

I want to thank you all for coming to 
help this good man. May God bless you 
all, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. in 
the sports and entertainment arena at the 
Bradley Center. In his remarks, he referred 
to Laurie McCallum, wife of Gov. 
McCallum, and their children, Zachary, 
Rory, and Cara; Wisconsin State senator 
Mary E. Panzer; and Craig Leipold, financial 
chairman, McCallum for Governor, 2002. 

Remarks at the Iowa State Fair in Des Moines, Iowa 
August 14, 2002 

Thank you all very much for that warm 
welcome. I came off the—I came off my 
ranch today in Crawford. There are not 
many places that would kind of lure me 
away, but the Iowa State Fair is one. It’s 
an honor to be here. I’m proud—it’s good 
to see so many friends and friendly faces. 
I think back with fond memories of my 
travels through this beautiful State—and I 
mean it’s a beautiful State. God has—God 

has blessed Iowa and the citizens of this 
great State. 

I was hoping to get here in time for 
the chicken-calling contest—[laughter]—or 
the hog-calling contest, but they tell me 
that they’ve got a ladies husband-calling 
contest. I think Laura entered this morning. 

I’m sorry she’s not with me. She’s in 
Texas. She’s actually working today in the 
Austin area. But I send her greetings, and 
I can’t tell you how proud I am with Laura. 

1404 



e Aug 04 2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00253 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.006 193761

Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Aug 14 

She’s a great First Lady. I’m really lucky 
she said yes when I asked her to marry 
me. Some of her friends in Texas are won-
dering how lucky she was. [Laughter] 

But I’m so glad you all came. I want 
to talk about some of the challenges that 
face America. I want to talk about how 
to make sure our economy is strong. I want 
to tell you that we’re doing everything we 
can to protect the homeland. And I want 
to assure you, I’m going to do what it takes 
to win the war on terror. 

I appreciate so very much my friend 
Congressman Greg Ganske for his intro-
duction, and I appreciate his service to the 
constituency here in the Des Moines area. 
Greg, thank you for coming. I want to 
thank our Secretary of Agriculture, Ann 
Veneman. She’s doing a fabulous job. She 
understands farming and ranching, and 
she’s working hard on behalf of the hard-
working farmers and ranchers here in 
America. I appreciate your Governor com-
ing. Governor, thank you for being here. 
I’m honored you took time to be here. 
Governor Vilsack, thanks for coming. 

I want to thank Dave Huinker for invit-
ing me to come and setting up this nice 
little place where we can have a chat about 
America. I want to thank the boards of 
directors of the State fair, and I appreciate 
hard-working Americans for being here as 
well. 

I’m honored to be your President. I un-
derstand, and you know, that this economy 
of ours is challenged. Anytime somebody 
wants to work and can’t find a job, says 
to me we’ve got a problem. We’ve got 
good, hard-working Americans who are try-
ing to put bread on the table for their 
families, and they can’t find a place to 
work, then we better do something about 
it. We better get to work. 

When I came into office, we were in 
a recession. We had three quarters of nega-
tive growth. Then the enemy hit us. And 
then a scandal that had been brewing all 
of a sudden comes up to the surface, and 
we found out some people who knew bet-

ter were cooking the books. But these chal-
lenges are pale in comparison to the 
strength of America. Our farmers and 
ranchers are the most productive in the 
world. Our working people can outwork 
anybody. Our entrepreneurs are more vi-
sionary. Interest rates are low. Inflation is 
low. Productivity is up. Consumers are buy-
ing. The foundation for growth is there, 
but we’ve got work to do. We’ve got work 
to do. 

And I really believe that work should 
start with making sure we’ve got a strong 
farmer economy. I believe the backbone 
for a good American economy is a good 
farm economy. I spend a lot of time talking 
about national security, but one thing I 
don’t have to worry about is the lack of 
food for the American people. Thank good-
ness, thanks to the American farmers, we’ve 
got more food than we need here at home. 

One way to help create jobs in America, 
better jobs for American workers, is to 
trade. Oh, I’ve heard the excuses. They say, 
‘‘Well, trade is going to cause jobs to leave 
America.’’ I just don’t believe that. I believe 
when you’re good at something, you ought 
to encourage that which you’re good at. 
I believe when you’re the best in the world, 
you ought not to limit capacity but expand 
capacity. And one place we’re the best in 
the world is growing things, and we ought 
to be opening markets for Iowa farmers 
all over the world. 

Farmers are, I’m sure, skeptical when 
they hear about trade. After all, the agri-
culture sector had been kind of a part of 
trade negotiations. Then when times got 
tough, they just kind of tossed the farmers 
aside, said they’d rather focus on computer 
chips than corn chips. But those days have 
changed. Those days have changed. 

See, I understand you start with strength 
when it comes to playing the American 
hand. I understand that if you’re interested 
in economic security for every American, 
you do what you’re good at. And what 
we’re good at is growing food and hogs 
and cattle. And it’s my job and the job 
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of this administration, now that I’ve got 
trade promotion authority, to do everything 
we can to knock down the barriers so you 
can be selling your products all over the 
world. 

The United States was only party to 
three trade agreements during the past 
years. There are 190 of them done around 
the world; we’re only party to 3. But those 
days have ended. My man Zoellick, who 
is a trade guy, and Ann Veneman are going 
to work hand in hand to make sure that 
agriculture is the cornerstone of good inter-
national trade policy. And it needs to be. 
After all, when you look at the tariffs in 
other countries, it’s prohibitive for U.S. 
product. I mean, we sell now about a bil-
lion dollars’ worth of soybeans and soybean 
products around the world. But in our own 
hemisphere, the tariffs on soybean products 
can reach as high as 65 percent. Imagine 
what can happen when we reduce those 
tariffs, reduce those barriers, level the play-
ing field for America’s great farmers. No, 
if we could get rid of all the barriers 
around the world, it’s estimated that $13 
billion of trade, $13 billion of commerce, 
would flow in our agricultural sector on 
an annual basis. That means people would 
be able to make a living on the family 
farm. That means that the hard work you 
do will be realized in fair and reasonable 
prices. 

One of the things we’re going to do is 
to make sure that we’re not on the sidelines 
of international trade and open up markets. 
It’s in our Nation’s interests to do so for 
our farmers and ranchers. It’s in our Na-
tion’s interest and also for our working peo-
ple too. It’s a fact that when you trade, 
we get better jobs here in America. It’s 
a fact that when you don’t seal ourselves 
off from the rest of the world, our working 
people are able to realize a better living. 

I want you to understand this statistic. 
Caterpillar right now is beginning to move 
product around the world. Yet in Chile— 
they’re trying to move something into Chile 
for that economy—there’s a $15,000 tariff 

on a motor grader. Imagine what would 
happen if we had a free trade agreement 
with Chile, which we’re going to work hard 
to do. All of a sudden, those motor graders 
move a lot quicker, because they’re the 
best in the world. But guess what happens 
when we sell them into Chile? Somebody 
else is going to find work here in America. 
We’ve got to produce American goods and 
sell them overseas. It’s in our workers’ in-
terests to do so. 

The head of John Deere is here with 
us today, and he tells me one out of every 
four tractors produced at John Deere’s larg-
est U.S. factory in Waterloo, Iowa, is sold 
overseas. That means somebody’s earning 
a living on that plant floor. That means 
one of your fellow citizens is more likely 
to be employed. The more tractors John 
Deere sells overseas, the better off it is 
for Iowa workers. You see, trade is not 
only good for the farmers and ranchers, 
the entrepreneurs, and the high-tech peo-
ple; trade is good for the working people 
here in America. And I intend to make 
America a free trading nation. 

But there are other ways to make sure 
our economy remains strong. Greg talked 
about my understanding of the need to de-
velop renewable sources of energy. You see, 
there’s a chance, if we do good things on 
research and development, there’s a 
chance, if we continue wise policy as re-
gards ethanol, we can grow our way to be-
come less dependent on foreign sources of 
crude oil. It’s in our Nation’s interest that 
we become less dependent on foreign 
sources of energy. 

We need to make sure that, in order 
for our economy to be strong, for the farm 
economy to remain strong, that the tax re-
lief package we passed is permanent. When 
your economy slows down, it is very impor-
tant to let the people keep their money. 
You see, when a person has more money 
in their pocket, they’re likely to demand 
a good or a service. And when they de-
mand a good or a service, somebody is 
going to produce the good or a service. 
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And when somebody produces a good or 
a service, somebody’s going to find work. 
The tax relief package that we passed came 
at the right time for America. Unfortu-
nately, because of a quirk in the law, it 
goes away after 10 years. Unfortunately, it 
is not permanent. For the sake of our farm-
ers and ranchers, for the sake of the small-
business owners here in America, for the 
sake of people who need to plan, Congress 
needs to make the tax relief permanent. 

Yesterday we had an economic summit 
in Baylor University in Waco, Texas. I told 
them, I said, ‘‘Welcome to the middle of 
Texas in the middle of August.’’ [Laughter] 
They must have had something on their 
mind, and they did. One of the things we 
heard over and over again from our small-
business people and from our farmers and 
the ranchers that were there was how ter-
rible the death tax is. I mean, people won-
der about, how do you keep the farm in 
the family? One way you keep the family 
farms intact is not to tax a person’s assets 
twice. Part of that tax relief plan I’m talking 
about was the repeal of the death tax. It 
comes back after 10 years. That’s bad pub-
lic policy. I strongly urge the farmers and 
ranchers here and those who own small 
businesses to demand that your elected 
representatives repeal the death tax once 
and for all. 

There’s other things we can do and must 
do. We’ve got to have fiscal responsibility 
in Washington, DC. We’ve got to make 
sure we don’t overspend. Every project 
sounds fantastic. Every idea is worth fund-
ing in Washington, but that’s not reality. 
It’s important to set priorities with your 
money and to make sure we stick to those 
priorities. 

Congress sent me what they call a sup-
plemental spending bill. There was a 
healthy amount of money in there for fight-
ing the war on terror and protecting our 
homeland, which I thought we needed. But 
they added 5 billion extra dollars, including 
a new building to house the worm and 
bug collection of the Federal Government. 

And they put a stipulation on the money. 
The Governor will appreciate this. They 
said, ‘‘Either you spend it all, or none of 
it.’’ Those of us in the executive offices 
don’t particularly like that kind of language. 
‘‘Either you spend it all, or you spend none. 
Either you spend everything we think is 
necessary, including the house for bugs and 
worms, or you don’t spend any of it.’’ Well, 
they made their decision. I made mine: 
We’re not spending any of the extra $5 
billion, for the sake of fiscal sanity in Wash-
ington. 

There’s a lot of things we can do. We 
need a terrorism insurance package to get 
our hardhats working again. There’s over 
$8 billion worth of projects, large projects, 
which are stalled in America because we 
can’t get terrorism insurance to the devel-
opers. Congress needs to pass a good bill 
which understands putting the hardhats 
back to work is good for the American 
economy. 

But there’s one other thing we need to 
do here in America. We need to take some 
of the good, old-fashioned farm values and 
make sure they’re a part of our culture. 
I’m talking about values of hard work and 
honesty. I’m talking about telling the truth. 
I love the priorities of our farm families: 
faith, family, and telling the truth and being 
honest and upright. And corporate America 
needs to hear that signal. 

By far the vast majority of our corporate 
leaders are good, honest people, no ques-
tion about it. You’ve got some of the great 
corporations here in Iowa, people who 
run—companies run by people who care 
deeply about their shareholders and their 
employees. But I want to assure you of 
something. If we find somebody cooking 
the books, we find somebody not being 
open and honest, we find somebody trying 
to get ahead by sleight of hand, they will 
be prosecuted and they will be—they will 
be held to account. We can’t stand for cor-
porate corruption to corrupt America. 

No, we’re making progress. We’re mak-
ing progress. We’ve got a lot of work to 
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do. But I’m optimistic about the economic 
security of America, because I understand 
America. I know we’ve got great people, 
hard-working citizens. I understand the vi-
brancy of our entrepreneurial class. I see 
and hear the vision of people that are 
dreaming new dreams. I know there’s new 
businesses being started up all around the 
country. No, we may have hit a bump in 
the road. But that road is going to smooth 
out, and people are going to find the eco-
nomic security they want here in America. 
But we’re not going to rest until that secu-
rity is throughout the entire country. 

We’ve got another big calling here, too, 
and that’s the homeland security for our 
country. People wonder, you know, ‘‘Why 
is it that an enemy would want to hit Amer-
ica?’’ And my answer is pretty simple. It’s 
because we love freedom, and they don’t. 
It’s because we value a society in which 
people are able to worship freely and speak 
their mind freely and read a free press, 
and the enemy can’t stand it. And they’re 
out there. They’re out there, and they hate 
us. And plus, they don’t value life like we 
do here in America. Every life matters in 
this country. Every person’s got standing, 
as far as we’re concerned. They don’t be-
lieve that. 

And so long as they’re out there, we 
will do everything we can to protect the 
homeland. There are a lot of really good 
people at the Federal, State, and local level 
working hard to protect America. Anytime 
we get a hint, anytime we get a piece of 
evidence, we’re moving on it, to disrupt 
whatever plans they may have. 

In order to do as good a job of pro-
tecting our homeland as possible, I have 
called upon Congress to create a new De-
partment of Homeland Security. I concede 
I didn’t run for Government saying, ‘‘Vote 
for me. I want our Government to be big-
ger and more cumbersome.’’ I said, ‘‘I want 
our Government to be effective and to 
work.’’ And we particularly need an effec-
tive Department when it comes to home-
land security. 

There’s over 100 agencies there in Wash-
ington that have got something to do with 
homeland security. I mean, there’s just too 
many of them. It’s hard to hold people 
to account when you’ve got 100 agencies 
scattered all over the Nation’s Capital. So 
in order to protect our borders better, in 
order to be able to deal with first-respond-
ers and bioterrorism, I said, ‘‘Why don’t 
we collect most of them under one um-
brella, give them one boss, give them a 
chance to set a single priority, which is 
protecting the homeland?’’ Oh, I under-
stand that agencies like the Coast Guard 
will do other things. But protecting our 
homeland is the number one priority of 
this Government. 

And so therefore, I expect and the Amer-
ican people expect Congress to work with 
us to give us the tools necessary to protect 
the homeland. And the House of Rep-
resentatives made a good start, but the Sen-
ate looks a little shaky. The Senate looks 
like they want to micromanage how we can 
run the Department of Homeland Security. 
They want to protect their turf. But their 
turf isn’t nearly as important as the security 
of the American people. I expect the Sen-
ate to give me a bill that will allow me 
to move people to the right place and the 
right job and the right time on behalf of 
the security of the American people. 

But the best way to secure this homeland 
is to hunt the killers down one by one 
and bring them to justice, and that’s what 
this country is going to do. It’s going to 
take a while. It’s going to take a while 
because, after all, unlike previous wars 
where you can see these battalions and di-
visions moving across plains and hedgerows 
and see aircraft flying in formation, this 
is one of these wars where people are going 
to hide in a cave and then they send some 
youngster to his death. That’s the kind of 
war we’re fighting. 

But we’re patient. We’re a patient coun-
try. And we’re disciplined, and we’re 
united, because we understand history has 
called us into action. History said, you 
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know, what are we made out of? We’re 
about to show the world what we’re made 
out of. We love our freedoms. No one is 
going to take them away from us. And 
we’ve got a fantastic United States military 
to back us up. 

I called on Congress to pass the largest 
defense appropriations bill since Ronald 
Reagan was the President for two reasons: 
One, anytime we put our soldiers into 
harm’s way, we better make sure they’ve 
got the best pay, the best equipment, and 
the best possible training. Secondly, we’re 
sending a pretty strong message to the rest 
of the world that we’re not quitting, that 
America understands our obligations and 
responsibilities to future generations, that 
we love freedom, that we love our—the 
ability to live a free life. And therefore, 
we’re going to remain vigilant and strong 
and lead a mighty coalition against those 
who would try to take away our freedoms. 

And we’re making progress. We’re mak-
ing pretty good progress. We’ve hauled in 
or captured—however you want to put it— 
brought to justice over a couple of thou-
sand of them. And a couple of other thou-
sand weren’t so lucky. But they’re still out 
there. They’re out there. And they just have 
got to hear the message from America loud 
and clear: You can’t hide; you can’t run. 
Slowly but surely, we’re going to bring you 
to justice. 

I hope when we get back from our— 
what they call a recess, the August recess, 
that Congress acts quickly on the defense 
appropriations bill. Sometimes they like to 
play politics with the defense appropriations 
bill, but we’re at war. We don’t need any 
politics with the defense appropriations bill. 
I want to sign the bill as soon as possible 
after we get back. It’s important for our 
military. It’s important for our planners. 

I believe we’ve got some hurdles ahead 
of us, but there’s no question we’re going 
to—we’ll deal with them, because we’re 
America, a fantastic country. I believe that 
out of the evil done to America is going 
to come some incredible good. I believe, 

sure as I’m standing here, that if we remain 
tough and strong in the war against terror, 
that we’ll bring peace to the world; that 
by being steadfast in our love, we can 
achieve a peace that’s important for future 
generations of Americans, but equally as 
important for future generations of children 
growing up all around the world. We have 
that chance, and I believe it’s going to hap-
pen. 

And I know, here at home—I know, here 
at home, that we have a chance to change 
America for the better. There are pockets 
of despair and hopelessness in this land 
of plenty. There are people who really won-
der whether or not the American experi-
ence is meant for them. So long as one 
of us suffers, all of us suffer. But I know 
that America can change, one heart, one 
soul, one conscience at a time. I like to 
put it this way: One of us can’t do every-
thing, but each of us can do something 
to help make America a more compas-
sionate place. 

I was joined at Air Force One by Erika 
McCroskey today. She’s from right here in 
the Des Moines area. Erika, stand up for 
a minute, will you? Erika is an AmeriCorps 
volunteer. She decided she is going to do 
something with her life by helping others. 
I was reading that—and Erika, she’s going 
to Bolivia to help somebody in need there. 
I said, ‘‘Erika, why are you going?’’ She 
said,‘‘My mother raised me in the spirit 
of service.’’ You see, the great strength of 
America are the Erikas. I call them soldiers 
in the armies of compassion, people that 
don’t need a Government law to tell them 
to love a neighbor just like they’d like to 
be loved themselves, people who have 
heard a call that’s much bigger than Gov-
ernment. 

You know, our fellow citizens say to me, 
‘‘What can I do to help in the war against 
terror?’’ I tell them to love somebody in 
need. If you want to fight evil, do some 
good. What’s happening in America as a 
result of the attack is that people are now 
understanding that patriotism is more than 
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just putting your hand over your heart and 
saying the Pledge of Allegiance with the 
words ‘‘under God’’ in it. A patriot—a pa-
triot—a patriot is somebody who assumes 
the personal responsibility to help some-
body in need. And that’s happening in this 
country. Our culture is changing from one 
that has said, ‘‘If it feels good, just go ahead 
and do it,’’ and ‘‘If you’ve got a problem, 
blame somebody else,’’ to a culture in 
which each of us understand we’re respon-
sible for the decisions we make in life; if 
you’re fortunate enough to be a mom or 
a dad, you’re responsible for loving your 
children with all your heart and all your 
soul; that you’re responsible for helping 
people in need, that you’re responsible for 
a society that hurts sometimes, and that 
you’re responsible for helping somebody 
who’s just calling out for a little love and 
some attention. 

No, if you want to help in the war 
against terror, do some good. It’s what I 
call the gathering momentum of millions 

of acts of kindness, which are defining the 
true character and the true nature of our 
country. No, the enemy hit us. The enemy 
had probably thought we’d file a few law-
suits or two. But they realized we’re a little 
different than that. This is a strong nation, 
a nation of deep character, a nation that 
can overcome problems, and a nation that 
will see to it that out of the evil done 
to America is going to come some incred-
ible good. 

Thank you all for coming today. And may 
God bless you, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. at 
the machinery grounds at the Iowa State 
Fairgrounds. In his remarks, he referred to 
Gov. Thomas Vilsack of Iowa; Dave Huinker, 
president, 2002 Iowa State Fair Board; and 
Robert W. Lane, chairman and chief execu-
tive officer, John Deere. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks at a Dinner for Gubernatorial Candidate Doug Gross and the 
Republican Party of Iowa in Des Moines 
August 14, 2002 

Thanks for such a warm welcome. It 
seems like only yesterday I was at the Ames 
straw poll. [Laughter] I guess you could 
say I cut my Presidential teeth right here 
in the State of Iowa. 

I want to thank you all for coming today. 
I’m honored to be here to proudly support 
the next Governor of the State of Iowa, 
Doug Gross. They tell me he grew up on 
a farm with nine brothers and sisters, so 
many kids they didn’t need any machinery. 
[Laughter] The truth of the matter is, all 
they’ve got to do is make sure all those 
brothers and sisters vote, and it will be 
a landslide. [Laughter] 

I’m honored to be here with the next 
first lady of the State of Iowa, Eileen 

Gross. Doug and I both married above our-
selves. [Laughter] 

Speaking about my wife, she’s in Texas 
today. She sends her greetings to our many 
friends who are here. I’m sorry she’s not 
with me, but I can tell you, I am incredibly 
proud to be married to such a fine lady 
and a person who is making a great First 
Lady of the United States. 

I want to thank all of you all for coming. 
I want to thank you for helping Doug to 
this point. I want to thank you for what 
you are going to do, which is to turn out 
the vote, to go to your coffee shops, your 
churches or your synagogues and your com-
munity centers, and tell the people of Iowa 
what a good man this guy is, a man who 
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believes in family, a man who has got deep 
faith, a man who is going to bring credit 
to the Governor’s office of the State of 
Iowa. 

I’m pleased that we’re joined here today 
by my friend the next United States Sen-
ator from Iowa, Greg Ganske. And when 
you put Ganske in there in the Senate, 
you’re going to have two fine United States 
Senators; nobody better than Chuck 
Grassley in the United States Senate. We’ve 
done a lot in Washington, a lot of positive 
things, and a lot of it had to do with his 
leadership. I’m sorry he’s not here to hear 
me bragging about him. But if you see 
him, tell him. 

And you’ve got Jim Nussle, who is the 
chairman of the budget of the House of 
Representatives. Nussle has done a fantastic 
job of making sure we’ve got a sound budg-
et, that he represents the taxpayers of the 
United States in a great way. I want to 
thank you for coming, Jim. 

I appreciate so very much two fine Gov-
ernors—or former Governors who are here 
with us today, people who mentored Doug, 
who taught Doug how to manage a Gov-
ernor’s office, and that of course would be 
Bob Ray and Terry Branstad. 

We’ve got some fine Members for the 
United States House of Representatives 
with us today, Iowa State Senator Steve 
King and Stan Thompson, both candidates 
who are going to win and help us in Wash-
ington, DC. 

I want to thank so very much Debi Dur-
ham, who is going to be the next Lieuten-
ant Governor of the State of Iowa. Thank 
you, Debi. 

I appreciate so very much my friend 
Chuck Larson, who is the chairman of the 
Republican Party. And I want to thank all 
the grassroots activists who are here. Those 
of us in office never can thank people 
enough for the grassroots work that goes 
on in the precincts all across the State of 
Iowa and all across our country. Many of 
you have worked tireless hours on our be-

half, and both of us, both Doug and I, 
thank you from the bottom of our heart. 

I was working the State fair today, and 
a proud grandfather, an uncle, I think it 
is, came up and said, ‘‘Have you ever heard 
of Jeff Clement?’’ I said, ‘‘Yes, I know a 
little something about baseball. I’ve heard 
of the fellow. He’s a boy from 
Marshalltown, Texas. He has the high 
school home run record.’’ Believe it or not, 
Jeff is here with us today. Jeff, I want to 
thank you for coming, and congratulations 
on being a power slugger. 

I not only appreciate Doug’s smalltown 
values. By those, I mean values where, 
when he says something, he means it. 
Those are the kind of values you need in 
office. As you know, when people shake 
hands in smalltown Iowa and smalltown 
Texas and they say—they give you the 
word, they stick to that word. That’s the 
way it works. And those are the values he’ll 
bring to the statehouse here. When he says 
he’s not going to raise your taxes to balance 
the budget, he means he’s not going to 
raise your taxes to balance the budget. 

He understands, if you tax things too 
much, you’re going to get less of it. And 
what we need is more job growth. We need 
small businesses to flourish. This State 
doesn’t need more taxes. It needs more 
jobs so people will stay here at home. And 
Doug understands that. He’s got a creative 
program to increase the jobs here in the 
State of Iowa. It starts with fiscal sanity 
in your statehouse. 

And, by the way, we need some fiscal 
sanity in Washington, DC, as well. One of 
my big concerns is that we overspend in 
our Nation’s Capital. Fortunately, we’ve got 
a good man like Nussle watching the budg-
et. But recently—I don’t know if you fol-
lowed this or not—but recently, the Con-
gress passed what they call a supplemental. 
It’s a way to supplement appropriations. 
And we needed a supplemental to help 
fund the war on terror and a supplemental 
to help pay for homeland defense. But they 
sent over to me about $5 billion we didn’t 
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need, $5 billion of extra money. Part of 
that $5 billion, by the way, was a new 
building to house the worm and bug collec-
tion of the Federal Government. It doesn’t 
sound like an emergency to me. And the 
fine print of part of that supplemental said, 
‘‘You either spend all of it, or you spend 
none of it. You’ve got to take the entire 
5 billion additional dollars on top of what 
was needed for the military and homeland, 
or you don’t spend any of it.’’ And they 
made their position clear, and I made my 
position clear: For the sake of fiscal sanity, 
we’re not going to spend the $5 billion. 

And that’s the way Doug is going to lead 
as well. For the sake of fiscal sanity, you 
can’t say yes to every single appropriations 
bill that comes. You’ve got to set priorities. 
You need to have a Governor who knows 
how to manage the office. A Governor who 
has got the ability to say no and the ability 
to say yes, but always remembering that 
the money that we spend in Government 
is not the Government’s money, it’s the 
people’s money. 

I look forward to working with Doug on 
farm policy. Today, at the State fair, I had 
the honor of talking to a lot of people who 
make their living off the land. By the way, 
one of my favorite statements, which is a 
true statement, is: If you own the land, 
every day is Earth Day. The people who 
care more about the quality of our environ-
ment are people who have to make a living 
off the land. And today I was able to talk 
to a lot of people who make their living 
off the land. And I assured them that in 
order for there to be economic prosperity 
in America, we’ve got to make sure our 
agricultural sectors are strong and vibrant. 
And that’s why, one, I was proud to sign 
the farm bill, and, two, I look forward to 
working with Doug on not only research 
and development projects that will enable 
us to grow our way out of energy depend-
ence but to continue a good policy of pro-
moting ethanol in America. 

The thing I like about him the most is 
his passion for education. He better be pas-

sionate for education; he’s got enough kids 
to educate. [Laughter] But he knows what 
I know, that the number one priority of 
any Governor has got to be to make sure 
every child in the State receives a quality 
education. 

And let me tell you our philosophy. It 
starts with understanding and believing that 
every child can learn. You see, if you don’t 
think any—every child can learn, then you 
set low standards. He believes and I know 
we must set high expectations for the pub-
lic schools in Iowa and all across our coun-
try. He believes that every child has got 
the capacity to learn to read and write and 
add and subtract. 

We passed a bill out of Washington, DC. 
It was a good piece of legislation, and one 
of the cornerstones of that bill says, we 
trust the Doug Grosses of the world. We 
trust the people of Iowa to set the path 
for excellence for every child in the State 
of Iowa. One size doesn’t fit all when it 
comes to running the public schools. All 
power shouldn’t be in Washington, DC. We 
ought to be trusting the local folks to run 
their schools. And when you have this man 
as your Governor, I trust him to run the 
schools. 

But in order to make sure every child 
learns and no child is left behind, it is 
incredibly important that we measure, that 
we hold people to account, not to punish 
anybody but to determine if their kids are 
learning the basics. And if they are, we 
will continue to praise teachers. And for 
those of you who teach, thank you from 
the bottom of our hearts. But when we 
find children trapped in schools that will 
not teach and will not change, you better 
have you a Governor who is willing to chal-
lenge the status quo so children are not 
left behind. And I believe strongly, Doug 
will be that kind of Governor. He’s not 
going to be beholden to special interests. 
The only interests he cares about is making 
sure no child in America—not one single 
child in the State of Iowa or in America— 
is left behind. 
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No, we’ve got a good man here. I like 
to put it, when you find a good one in 
politics, you’d better help him. And that’s 
why I want to thank you all for this help. 
There’s no question in my mind that with 
his hard work and his vision and his passion 
for people—bringing people together to get 
things done, on behalf of all of the citizens 
of Iowa, come this November, he’s going 
to be the next Governor of your State. 

Before I leave, I do want to share with 
you some of the challenges that our Nation 
faces. And one, of course, is economic se-
curity. The way I like to put it, anytime 
anybody who wants to work can’t find a 
job, then we’ve got a problem. And so 
we’ve got to constantly think about how 
to create jobs in America. That ought to 
be the question of all of us in Government. 
What can we do to create an environment 
in which the entrepreneur or small business 
or producer can flourish? And I believe 
that starts not only with fiscal restraint in 
Washington, DC—and as I mentioned, I 
sent a pretty clear message the other day 
about my view of overspending. 

I also know it has something to do with 
tax policy. Thank goodness we cut the taxes 
on the American people when we did. The 
way to help the Nation recover from reces-
sion is to let people keep more of their 
own money. Some of the folks in Wash-
ington don’t understand that. They don’t 
understand, if a person has more money, 
that person is going to demand a good or 
a service, and if they demand a good or 
a service, somebody is going to produce 
the good and service. And when they 
produce the good and service, it means 
somebody is more likely to find work. And 
that’s the way the economy works. 

But interestingly enough, not only did 
we reduce the taxes, but we did so on 
a temporary basis, because the Senate rules 
have it that after 10 years, the tax reduc-
tions revert to where they were. It’s awfully 
hard for people who are trying to set up 
a business or run a farm to plan with un-
certainty in the Tax Code. For the sake 

of long-term economic growth, for the sake 
of job creation, the United States Congress 
must make the tax reductions permanent. 
And that includes making sure that the re-
peal of the death tax is permanent. 

I can’t imagine what’s going through the 
minds of these Senators and Members of 
the House who do not want to get rid 
of the death tax. They must not understand 
what it does to the family farmer or the 
rancher or the small-business entrepreneur. 
We’ve got people coming to our country 
for the first time, they’re starting their own 
business. It’s a part of the dream of being 
an American. And yet our Tax Code is such 
that they have trouble leaving it to their 
heirs because their assets get taxed twice. 
That’s not right. We put the death tax on 
its way to extinction. It’s time you get you 
a Senator who understands that—two Sen-
ators who understand that in Iowa, and it’s 
time for the Congress to make sure that 
the death tax is permanently repealed. 

For the sake of economic growth, I’m 
going to promote trade. Confident people 
tear down barriers. And I’m confident in 
the American farmer, and I’m confident in 
the American entrepreneur, and I’m con-
fident in the high-tech industry in America. 
I’m confident in our enterprise. And there-
fore, I want to level the playing field and 
tear down trade barriers all around the 
world, so we can feed the world. We’re 
the best at what we do, and it’s important 
for us to promote the best of what we 
do. For the sake of job creation, I’m going 
to use the newly earned trade promotion 
authority and aggressively promote free 
trade for American products. 

No, there’s a lot of other things we can 
do. We need a terrorism insurance bill. For 
those of you in the construction industry, 
you understand what it means to not be 
able to get insurance because of the pre-
miums as a result of the potential threat 
of terror. And as a result of terrorism insur-
ance premiums being sky high and not af-
fordable, $8 billion of commercial construc-
tion has been delayed or taken off the 

1413 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00262 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.006 193761

Aug. 14 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

books in America. That means somebody 
who is wearing a hardhat isn’t working. And 
this Congress needs to come together and 
get me a terrorism insurance bill so major 
construction projects can go forward, a bill 
which rewards hard-working Americans, not 
a bill which rewards trial lawyers. 

No, the fundamentals of growth are 
strong in our economy. Inflation is down. 
Interest rates are down. Productivity is up. 
Consumers are still buying. But we have 
been shaken, no question about it. As a 
matter of fact, the first three quarters when 
I was in office, we were in recession. How-
ever, the last three quarters have been 
positive growth, which is a good trend. And 
then the enemy hit us, and that shook our 
economy. 

And then another enemy cropped up. 
After a while, it became apparent that some 
in our corporate America thought it was 
okay to fudge the books, thought it was 
okay to not tell the truth. Well, we got 
together, Republicans and Democrats, and 
passed the most significant corporate re-
form law since Franklin Roosevelt was the 
President. And here’s my message to those 
who think they’re going to cheat the share-
holders or their employees: If you do, we’re 
going to find you, arrest you, prosecute 
you, and put you in jail. 

And we’re making progress—and we’re 
making progress. The American people 
must understand, by far the vast majority 
of people who are running corporate Amer-
ica are good and honorable, decent people, 
people who care deeply about their em-
ployees, people who understand they have 
a responsibility to their shareholders. No, 
we’ve got a hurdle to cross here in our 
economy, but I’m optimistic about America, 
and I’m confident in our future. 

And I’m also confident we’re doing ev-
erything we possibly can do to protect the 
homeland. My most important job now and 
the most important job of the Federal Gov-
ernment is to prevent the enemy from hit-
ting us again. 

I know there’s a lot of kids here today 
who are probably wondering, ‘‘Why would 
somebody want to strike the United States 
of America? What is it about our country 
that creates a certain hatred toward us, to-
ward our citizens?’’ And the answer is, peo-
ple hate us—certain people hate us because 
we love freedom, that’s why. We love the 
fact that people can worship freely in 
America. We love the fact that we can have 
political discourse in an open way. We love 
a free press. The more we love freedom, 
the more some hate America. 

But the bad news is, for the enemy, 
we’re always going to love freedom. We 
value our freedoms. It’s what we’re made 
of. It’s what makes us shine as a beacon 
for many around the world. The Govern-
ment of the United States is—spends a lot 
of time chasing down every possible lead, 
every hint about somebody who might be 
thinking about doing something to America. 

My job is to make sure our Government 
functions as well as it possibly can, and 
therefore I proposed a sweeping reform to 
our Congress. I recognized that there’s over 
100 agencies involved with homeland de-
fense. I mean, they’re scattered all over 
Washington. You’ve got them here, and 
you’ve got them there, and you’ve got them 
here, and it’s kind of hard to bundle them 
up, to make sure that their number one 
priority is my number one priority, which 
is to protect the homeland. So I proposed 
a new Cabinet office, a new Secretary of 
Homeland Defense, responsible for making 
sure the agencies who have got something 
to do with homeland defense make home-
land defense its number one priority, and 
making sure that cultures within the agen-
cies change so that they can work together 
to defend the homeland. 

I’ll give you one example. On our bor-
ders, we’ve got all kinds of agencies down 
there. We’ve got the Border Patrol. We’ve 
got the Customs. We’ve got the INS. 
Sometimes they talk. Sometimes they don’t 
talk. They’ve got different strategies even 
though they’re in the same sector on the 
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border. For the sake of protecting the 
homeland, we need to bring these agencies 
under one umbrella, with one major task: 
Protect America from future attacks. 

And I want to thank Nussle and Ganske 
for working on a homeland defense pack-
age, which is a good package out of the 
House. It gives the administration—not 
only this administration but future adminis-
trations—the flexibility necessary to put the 
right people in the right place at the right 
time to create a culture of protection. 

But it looks like we might be having a 
little slight problem in the Senate. See, if 
you look carefully at what they’re doing, 
they’re more interested in protecting their 
own political turf and their own jurisdic-
tions than they are the American people. 
They want us to be hamstrung by a thick 
book of bureaucratic rules, because they 
have been more interested in special inter-
ests. The special interest I’ve got in mind 
is the American people, and I call upon 
the Senate to get me a good bill so I can 
protect the homeland of the American peo-
ple. 

But the best way to get the homeland 
secure is to find the enemy one by one 
and bring them to justice. And that’s what 
the United States of America is going to 
do. This is a different kind of war than 
we’ve been used to. It’s—I guess the best 
way to describe it, it’s the kind of war 
where the commanders hide in caves, and 
they send youngsters to their suicidal 
deaths. These people are—they kind of 
blend into, sometimes big cities, sometimes 
the countryside. They always find some 
place where the underbelly is soft, and they 
burrow in there. It’s like we’re on an inter-
national manhunt. 

And we’re making progress. We really 
are. We’re using our intelligence services 
wisely. We’re sharing intelligence with 
members of this vast coalition of freedom 
we put together. We’ve got a fabulous mili-
tary, a lot of young men and women who 
are taking a risk on behalf of freedom. And 
we’re hunting them down, one by one. 

We’ve arrested over 2,000 of these killers; 
another like number haven’t been quite so 
lucky. But there’s more of them out there; 
there just are. You just need to know that. 
And so long as they’re out there, and so 
long as they’re threatening America, this 
Government is going to do everything we 
can to find them. 

We don’t seek revenge; we seek justice. 
And justice we’re going to find. That’s why 
I’ve submitted the largest budget since 
Ronald—defense budget since Ronald 
Reagan was the President. I wanted to 
make it clear to those who wear our uni-
forms and their loved ones and their fami-
lies, when we put you in harm’s way, you 
deserve the best pay, the best training, and 
the best equipment possible. 

I also wanted to make it clear to the 
enemy and to our friends that history has 
called us to action. We understand that, 
and we’re going to defend freedom. And 
we’re going to do everything possible to 
secure freedom for our children. That’s the 
message we’re sending, that we’re not faint-
hearted, but we’re determined. We’re re-
solved. We’re united. We understand the 
moment, and we’re not going to blink, and 
we’re not going to yield. 

The task at hand is pretty tough, no 
question about it, but so are we. We’re 
plenty tough. But we’re also plenty caring. 
I said loud and clear at one point, if you 
harbor a terrorist or feed one of those ter-
rorists, you’re just as guilty as the terrorists. 
And the Taliban found out exactly what 
the United States meant. But we just didn’t 
go into Afghanistan to conquer; we went 
in to liberate. It’s important to remember 
that thanks to the United States and our 
coalition, young girls now go to school for 
the first time—some young girls go to 
school for the first time in Afghanistan. And 
we haven’t left Afghanistan. As a matter 
of fact, we’re helping democracy flourish 
there, and we’re helping rebuild that coun-
try. No, we’re a kind nation. We’re plenty 
tough, but we’re plenty kind. 
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I don’t know what was going through 
the enemy’s mind when they hit us. They 
must have listened to too much of the gos-
sip shows or something, and thought that 
we were so materialistic, so focused on our 
own personal balance sheets, so self-ab-
sorbed, that after 9/11 all we might do is 
file a lawsuit or two. [Laughter] But they 
found out this is a different kind of nation 
than they thought. This is a determined 
people, a resolved people, a people who 
are willing to defend values, values that 
we hold dear. 

Out of the evil done to America is going 
to come some good. Out of what was done 
to this country is going to come some in-
credible good. By being strong and united, 
by willing to stand tough in the face of 
adversity, we can lead the world to peace. 
And that’s my goal. My goal is peace. By 
speaking plainly and clearly about what’s 
right and wrong, about the effects of terror, 
we can not only achieve peace in America, 
I believe we can achieve peace in the Mid-
dle East and South Asia, countries and peo-
ple that have given up on the hope of 
peace. 

No, out of the evil done to America can 
come some incredible good, not only 
abroad but here at home. It’s so important 
for us and for all of us to remember that 
in this land of plenty, there are pockets 
of despair, pockets of poverty, places where 
children say, ‘‘This American experience 
isn’t meant for me.’’ So long as people suf-
fer, the whole country suffers. And there-
fore, we must resolve as a nation to help 
eliminate those pockets of addiction and 
despair. Government can hand out money, 
and we do a pretty good job of that at 
times. But it’s important to remember, 
what Government cannot do is put hope 
into people’s hearts or a sense of purpose 
in people’s lives. That’s done when a loving 
citizen remembers the universal call to love 
a neighbor just like you’d like to be loved 
yourself. That happens when somebody 
mentors a child, or feeds the hungry, or 
goes and sees a shut-in and says, ‘‘I love 

you.’’ That’s how that happens. You see, 
America can change, one act of decency 
at a time. I like to remind our fellow citi-
zens that one person can’t do everything, 
but each of us can do something to make 
our country a better place. People ask me, 
‘‘What can I do to help on the war on 
terror?’’ You can love your neighbor just 
like you’d like to be loved yourself. It is 
the gathering momentum of millions of acts 
of kindness and decency which will define 
the true character of America. 

No, out of the evil done to our country 
is going to come some incredible good. And 
part of that good is not only the under-
standing that you’ve got to serve something 
greater than yourself in life, part of it is 
to sacrifice to make the country a better 
place. And that sacrifice comes in all dif-
ferent ways. Perhaps the most dramatic sac-
rifice of all was on Flight 93. Citizens were 
flying across the country. They were told 
on their cell phones by their loved ones 
that their plane was going to be used as 
a weapon to perhaps destroy the White 
House or the Capitol. History will record, 
these brave souls told their loved ones they 
loved them. One of the last words was 
‘‘love.’’ They said a prayer. A guy said, 
‘‘Let’s roll,’’ and they drove the plane in 
the ground. What a fantastic example—a 
sad example but a fantastic example of serv-
ing something greater than yourself. 

If you want to join in the war on terror, 
help somebody in need. Work hard to 
make your community a better place. Tell 
your children you love them every single 
day. Love them with all your heart and 
all your soul. No, I believe that out of 
the evil done to America is going to come 
some incredible good, because this is the 
finest country, full of the finest people on 
the face of the Earth. 

It is my honor to be here for your next 
Governor. Thank you all for coming, and 
God bless America. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 6:55 p.m. in Fifth Congressional District; Stan Thomp-
the Arena at the Polk County Veterans Me- son, candidate for Iowa’s Third Congres-
morial Auditorium. In his remarks, he re- sional District; and Chuck Larson, Jr., chair-
ferred to Steve King, candidate for Iowa’s man, Republican Party of Iowa. 

Remarks at Mount Rushmore National Memorial in Keystone, South 
Dakota 
August 15, 2002 

Well, thank you all so very much. John, 
I appreciate your kind introduction. I ap-
preciate your leadership and your friend-
ship. I want to thank you all for coming 
today. Gosh, what a warm welcome. It’s 
such a beautiful spot. I told Laura she 
ought to come; she didn’t. You drew the 
short straw; you got me. [Laughter] 

But what a magnificent place on such 
a beautiful day to talk about America and 
the challenges we face. I mean, after all, 
standing here at Mount Rushmore reminds 
us that a lot of folks came before us to 
make sure that we were free. A lot of pio-
neers came to this part of the world to 
make sure that enterprise could flourish. 
A lot of our predecessors faced hardship 
and overcame those hardships, because 
we’re Americans. 

And that’s what’s going to happen in this 
era too. We’ve got problems. We’ve got 
challenges. This generation has got chal-
lenges to meet, and we’re going to meet 
those challenges head on. We’ve got the 
challenge of fighting and winning a war 
against terrorists, and we’re going to win 
that war against terrorists. We’ve got the 
challenges of protecting the homeland, and 
we will do everything in our power to pro-
tect the homeland. And we’ve got the chal-
lenge of economic security. Economic secu-
rity in this part of the world is a big chal-
lenge, and I understand that. But we’ll do 
everything in our power to overcome that 
challenge as well. No, this is America— 
American land based upon strong values, 
inhabited by great people. There’s no doubt 

in my mind that the challenges we face 
will be challenges we overcome. 

I’m glad to come to share that optimism 
with you in this historic spot. I appreciate 
those who work for our Park Service. I 
particularly want to thank my Secretary of 
Interior, Secretary Gale Norton. I want to 
thank the park managers, the fine, hard-
working folks who work for the Park Serv-
ice, for providing such a magnificent site 
for our fellow Americans to come and wit-
ness history and be a part of nature at 
its best. 

I want to thank so very much Governor 
Tom Ridge, who is my Homeland Security 
Advisor, for traveling with me today. He 
was the Governor of Pennsylvania. I said, 
‘‘Listen, you need to leave being Governor 
of Pennsylvania; we’ve got a problem.’’ 
[Laughter] ‘‘We need to secure the home-
land.’’ And thankfully, he sacrificed and 
moved to Washington, to serve side by side 
with me doing everything we can to make 
our homeland secure. 

I appreciate so very much your Gov-
ernor, Bill Janklow, for being here. Bill has 
been a friend of mine for a long period 
of time. He might have invented the word 
‘‘piece of work.’’ [Laughter] But he’s a good 
piece of work. 

I want to thank—I want to thank Major-
ity Leader Tom Daschle for coming today. 
Tom, I appreciate your time. I’m honored 
you’re here. And I want to thank Senator 
Tim Johnson, as well, for taking time out 
of his day to come to be here at Mount 
Rushmore. 
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I had the honor of, when I landed in 
Air Force One at Ellsworth, I had the 
honor of meeting a fellow named Jerome 
Harvey. He’s a professional firefighter who 
volunteers his time to help people in need. 
He grew up in a volunteer fire department, 
in the sense of taking on this important 
job as—for his lifetime. I bring him up 
because he’s helping others learn how to 
fight fire. He’s a part of what I call a sol-
dier in the army of compassion. I’m con-
fident there are soldiers in the armies of 
compassion right here, people who have 
decided to use their talent and time to 
help people in need. That’s the spirit of 
America that I love, the fact that we’ve 
got neighbors willing to help neighbors, 
people who are willing to take time to ask 
that fundamental question, ‘‘What can I do 
to make my community a better place?’’ 
So I appreciate Jerome coming out to say 
hello. And for those of you who are serving 
your communities in any kind of way, I 
want to thank you from the bottom of a 
grateful nation’s heart. 

Everybody knows this economy of ours 
faces challenges. After all, for the first three 
quarters of my administration, we were at 
negative growth. That’s called a recession. 
[Laughter] And then the enemy hit us, and 
that hurt us economically. And then after 
some scandals had been in the making for 
a while, they bubbled to the surface, and 
we learned that some of our corporate citi-
zens were trying to fudge the numbers, 
weren’t being honest with the American 
people. 

We’ve had to deal with recession, emer-
gency, and corporate scandal. And there’s 
no question it’s raised a high hurdle for 
us to cross. But let me tell you something, 
that high hurdle is going to be crossed, 
because our people are hard workers. The 
productivity of the American farmer and 
rancher and the American worker is the 
best in the world. The fundamentals for 
economic growth are sound. Inflation is 
down. Interest rates are low. Productivity 
is high. The consumer is spending money. 

We’ve got the foundation laid. Now we’ve 
just got to build on it. 

One way to make sure we have economic 
security for Americans around our country 
is to make sure our agriculture economy 
is strong. See, I think the cornerstone for 
economic security is good agricultural pol-
icy. This is something I know something 
about. As a matter of fact, after I leave 
here, I’m heading back to Crawford. We’ve 
got a few cows around—[laughter]—got 
some hay. We fortunately have had rain. 
That wasn’t the case always in Texas. I 
understand what drought means to people 
who make a living off the land. I know 
how people suffer when there is no rain. 

I’ve seen my fellow Texans and I heard 
some of my fellow Americans today talk 
about the anxieties that come when you’re 
in a business that relies upon good weather 
and good prices. I’ve talked to ranchers 
who have been on their family ranch for 
years, wondering whether they can stay on. 
I talked to community leaders who wonder 
whether or not there’s a place for young 
farmers and young ranchers in this society. 
No, people hurt here, and I know that. 
We want to help deal with this drought. 
We want to help the hurting people, be-
cause it is not only good for the neighbor-
hood; helping people in the agricultural 
sector is good for the American economy. 
A good agricultural sector is good for all 
Americans. 

On Monday, the Department of Agri-
culture made $150 million available for im-
mediate emergency feed for livestock pro-
ducers here in South Dakota and three 
other States. Sixty-four of your sixty-six 
counties have been allowed emergency as-
sistance. We’re working hard. I want you 
to know I signed the farm bill, and I’m 
proud to have signed the farm bill. Some 
of us in this audience who supported a 
farm bill took a little heat over it. I know 
the Senator supported it. John supported 
it. We took heat over it because, I guess, 
some people didn’t understand how impor-
tant the farm economy is. But I said, when 
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I signed that bill, there’s $180 billion in 
that bill of taxpayers’ money to help our 
farm and ranch community. And as we 
move forward to help our ranchers with 
drought relief, I expect that help to come 
from the $180 billion, so we don’t run up 
additional deficits in the Federal budget. 

It’s important to watch our spending in 
Washington. It’s important to set priorities 
and watch our spending. I appreciate the 
fact that the Congress sent me a supple-
mental the other day that helped fund our 
priorities of the military and homeland se-
curity and helping the good folks of New 
York. We fulfilled a promise to the good 
folks of New York who are trying to recover 
from the September the 11th attack. But 
in that particular bill they added $5 billion 
I didn’t ask for. And they put some fine 
print in the bill that said, ‘‘Either you 
spend all the $5 billion, or you spend none 
of the $5 billion. In other words, you spend 
every dime in there beyond the request, 
or you spend none of it.’’ For the sake 
of fiscal responsibility, I made the decision 
to spend none of the extra $5 billion. 

Now, there are some issues in that $5 
billion that we need to deal with, and I 
look forward to working with the Congress. 
I mean, there’s money in there for the 
Middle East, which I want to spend. 
There’s money in there for AIDS policy, 
which we need to spend. But we can 
amend the ’03 budget. So the message is 
clear: In order to make sure we don’t put 
a drag on our economic security measures 
or economic growth, we’ve got to be fiscally 
sound in Washington, DC, fiscally respon-
sible with the people’s money. 

I’m looking forward, when we get back, 
to signing an energy bill, one that promotes 
renewable sources of energy like ethanol. 
Ethanol is good for our economy; it’s good 
for our air; it makes common sense. I’d 
rather have the capacity to say to the world, 
we’re less dependent upon foreign sources 
of crude oil because we’re growing energy 
right here in South Dakota in the United 
States. 

For the good of our economy, we need 
commonsense forest policy. We can and we 
must manage our forests. We must keep 
them disease-free. We must have reason-
able forest policies so as to prevent fires, 
not encourage them. 

In order to help our economic recovery, 
we need to make the tax relief package 
we passed out of the Congress permanent. 
Those tax reliefs came right at the right 
time. See, when you’re in the middle of 
a recession, it’s important to let people 
keep their own money. It’s also important 
to remember, when we’re spending money, 
it’s not the Government’s money we’re 
spending; it’s the people’s money. It’s your 
money. I mean, we did a good job of cut-
ting the marriage penalty. After all, we 
want our Tax Code to encourage marriage, 
not discourage marriage. 

We want the Tax Code to encourage 
small-business growth, not discourage 
small-business growth. And that’s what cut-
ting the personal income tax rates do. Most 
small businesses are sole proprietorships or 
limited partnerships. They pay income taxes 
at the personal rate. So reducing taxes is 
good for capital formation and job creation. 

But we also did something else that I 
think is important for South Dakota farmers 
and ranchers. We sent the death tax on 
its way to extinction. That death tax is a— 
if you’re interested in keeping people on 
the farm, you’ve got to get rid of the death 
tax. If you want to help the ranchers, 
you’ve got to get rid of the death tax. But 
unfortunately, it didn’t work that way. We 
sent it on its way to extinction, but the 
problem is, it bounces back after 10 years. 
For the sake of economic vitality, to allow 
our producers and entrepreneurs to plan, 
for the sake of keeping people on the farms 
and ranches, we need to make the tax relief 
permanent. 

I just signed a trade bill. I understand 
some in the agriculture sector are worried 
about trade. I hear the same thing from 
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some of my Texas friends. And I can un-
derstand why people in the agriculture sec-
tor worry about trade. After all, our trade 
negotiators in the past talked a good game 
about agriculture but seemed to forget agri-
culture when they got to the table. My 
attitude is, is that if you’re going to have 
trade policy and if you want to boost the 
economic security of the American people, 
you start with your strength. And one of 
our great strengths in this country is the 
productivity of our farmer and rancher. 
One of the great strengths of America is 
that we produce more food than we need. 
And if you produce more food than you 
need, it seems like to me that you ought 
to work to sell that food overseas to people. 
We ought to be feeding the world, here 
in America. 

You just need to know that when I talk 
to the Chinese, I’m talking about soybeans. 
I want South Dakota soybeans to be sold 
into China. When we talk to Vladimir 
Putin, we’re talking about chickens. Every 
time I have a conversation with world lead-
ers, when it comes to trade, I remind them 
that we expect there to be a level playing 
field for American agricultural products. I 
believe firmly—I believe firmly that good 
trade policy will yield good jobs in America. 

And finally, to make sure that we have 
economic security, we’ve got to regain the 
confidence of the American people. After 
all, the confidence had been shattered. 
There’s too many stories in the business 
pages and now on the front pages of people 
who were fudging the numbers, people 
who had a position of responsibility but 
forgot to behave responsibly, people who 
didn’t treat their shareholders and their 
employees with respect, people who are 
now, when we find them and prosecute 
them, are going to be serving hard time, 
not finding easy money. 

I want to appreciate so very much the 
Congress for working together. Both Re-
publicans and Democrats came together to 
fashion a corporate responsibility bill. It’s 
the most significant piece of reform—cor-

porate reform since Franklin Roosevelt was 
the President. And it’s a good piece of leg-
islation. Let me summarize it by this way: 
It says, we expect the best from people 
in positions of responsibility. We want peo-
ple to be held to account if they break 
the law. 

I remember giving a speech in New York 
on this subject. And in my speech I said 
business schools, schools that train future 
business leaders, must be willing to teach 
right from wrong. Evidently, that’s not the 
case these days. Evidently, there’s some 
nervousness in some of the college cam-
puses about teaching right from wrong. 
And after I gave the speech, I was working 
the ropeline. A professor who is at a busi-
ness school said, ‘‘Thank you for saying 
that. We need to do that around America.’’ 
A big fellow standing next to him said, 
‘‘Well, if you really want to send an ethics 
lesson in America, if you really want to 
teach right from wrong, put some of them 
in handcuffs on national TV as you lead 
them off.’’ And that’s what’s going to hap-
pen when we find people who cheat the 
American people. 

By far the vast majority of our corporate 
citizens are good and honorable people. 
You’ve got some fine corporations here in 
South Dakota, people who care deeply 
about their employees, people who under-
stand that they’ve got to tell the truth. No, 
by far the vast majority of our leadership 
around this country understand what it 
means to be a responsible citizen. 

And we’re cleaning up the mess. Slowly 
but surely, the American people are under-
standing that this future is a bright future 
for us, that economic security will spread 
its wings throughout all our society. And 
you just need to know, I’m not going to 
rest, neither will my administration rest 
until we’re sure anybody who wants a job 
and can’t find one is able to find work. 

We’ve got another big challenge facing 
America, and that is to protect our home-
land. I want to appreciate the moms and 
dads who brought your kids here today. 
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It’s probably hard for you to understand 
why anybody would want to hurt America. 
Why would we have to protect the home-
land in the first place? Let me tell you 
why. It’s because your country loves free-
dom. We love the freedom—[applause]. 
We love the idea of people being able to 
worship an Almighty freely. We love the 
idea. We love the idea of honest political 
discourse. We like a free press. We love 
freedom. The enemy hates freedom. So 
long as we embrace freedom—which we 
will do—there’s going to be people who 
try to hurt us. There’s another distinction 
between us and the enemy: We value every 
life; we value every human life. And these 
folks are out there; they’re haters. They’re 
out there, and our job is to make sure 
that the homeland is as secure as possible. 

As you know, I proposed a significant 
reform of the agencies involved with home-
land defense. We’ve got over 100 agencies 
scattered all around Washington that have 
got some part of defending the homeland, 
and that doesn’t make much sense. If the 
number one priority of the Government is 
to protect the homeland, it seems like to 
me that those agencies involved with pro-
tecting the homeland need to be under one 
boss; they need to have one chain of com-
mand. If you want to change a culture, 
if you want to set a clear priority, we ought 
to organize our Government so that priority 
is the most important thing these agencies 
do. 

And so I called upon Congress to join 
me in the creation of a Department of 
Homeland Security. And we’re making 
some progress on the Department of 
Homeland Security. But I’m a little worried 
about some of the noise I hear. I don’t 
want our hands tied so we cannot do the 
number one job you expect, which is to 
protect the homeland. I need to be able 
to ship resources without a time-consuming 
approval process. If you’re trying to defend 
the homeland, if you need to act quickly 
in response to a threat, we need to be 
able to move resources. We’re not trying 

to do away with congressional authority. 
We’re trying to have the capacity to re-
spond to the needs of the American people. 
Unfortunately, the bill in the Senate right 
now won’t let me do that. 

Let me give you an example. If intel-
ligence were to show that the terrorists 
were planning to use a new type of biologi-
cal weapon, it makes sense for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to take money 
from one project to buy medicines, to 
stockpile drugs, to respond if the attack 
were to occur. We don’t have that flexibility 
right now. I’m not allowed to reorganize 
old agencies to meet new threats, and I’ll 
give you an example. 

On our border—listen, we need to know 
who’s coming in the country. We need to 
know what they’re bringing in the country, 
and we need to know if they’re leaving 
the country. But we’ve got different agen-
cies with different strategies in different 
uniforms. They need to be working in con-
cert. I need the authority to have Customs 
and the INS and the Border Patrol work 
in concert so that there’s no gaps in the 
defense of our borders. I don’t have that 
authority under the Senate bill. 

The way the bill is structured now, it 
takes too long to hire good people. There’s 
too many bureaucratic rules. The bill 
micromanages the capacity of the executive 
branch to do the business on behalf of the 
American people. I need the capacity, this 
Department needs the—it’s not just me, 
it’s future Presidents need the capacity to 
be able to pay people according to their 
contributions and hold people to account 
for their performance, both good and bad. 
If somebody does a good job, we want to 
be able to provide bonuses. I am deeply 
concerned about this provision of the Sen-
ate bill. It strips me of authority. Unlike 
previous—if this bill were to go through, 
this bill would take away the authority that 
every President since Jimmy Carter has 
had, which is to exempt agencies from col-
lective bargaining requirements if I were 
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to determine that our national security de-
mands it. It’s important during times of 
war that we be flexible to meet our needs. 

Now, having said that, I’m absolutely 
confident and know that this Department 
will protect Federal workers’ rights, will 
safeguard against unwillful discrimination. 
There will be whistle-blower protection. 
They will be able to be in a union if that’s 
what they choose to do. But I need flexi-
bility to be able to run this Department. 
I need the flexibility to be able to look 
at the American people and say, we’re 
doing everything we can to protect the 
homeland against an enemy that hates us. 

The best way to protect the homeland— 
and, by the way, there are a lot of good 
people working hard to protect you. Any-
time we get a hint or a lead, we’re moving. 
We’re disrupting. We’re following every 
possible opportunity to disrupt potential 
enemy plans. And I hope you’re proud of 
the fact that there’s a lot of good folks 
who care deeply about your future. I sure 
am. I’m proud of the way our people are 
responding. 

But the best way to protect the home-
land, the best way to make sure our chil-
dren can grow up free is to hunt the killers 
down one by one and bring them to justice. 
This is a different kind of war than we’re 
used to. This isn’t a war where these infan-
tries go marching across the plains or hide 
in hedgerows, or formations of aircraft go 
streaming across our skies. This is a war 
where leaders hide in caves and send 
youngsters to their suicidal death. That’s 
the kind of war we’re fighting. It requires 
a new way of thinking, a new attitude. It 
requires our military to be trained in a 
way that can go into—to move quickly and 
be agile, be lethal when they strike. It 
doesn’t matter how long it takes, as far 
as I’m concerned. There’s no cave deep 
enough; we’re going to hunt them down. 
You see, history has called us. History has 
put the spotlight in America. We’re the 
beacon of freedom. We’re the bastion of 

freedom, and we’re the protectors of free-
dom, as far as I’m concerned. 

I submitted a significant increase in our 
defense spending—it’s the biggest increase 
since Ronald Reagan was the President— 
for two reasons. Anytime we put our troops 
in harm’s way, they’ve got to have the best 
training, the best pay, the best equipment 
possible. We owe that to our troops, who 
are performing brilliantly, by the way. We 
also owe it to their moms and dads and 
their husbands and wives and their loved 
ones. 

But the other reason I submitted a sig-
nificant increase in defense spending is be-
cause I want the message to be loud and 
clear to our friends and foe alike that we’re 
not quitting, that the United States of 
America understands the challenge, that no 
matter how long it takes, we’re going to 
defend our freedoms. And we’re making 
pretty good progress. We’re making pretty 
darned good progress. I laid out a doctrine 
that said, ‘‘If you harbor a terrorist or you 
feed one of them, you’re just as guilty as 
the terrorists.’’ And the Taliban found out 
exactly what we meant. 

But I want—I want the youngsters here 
to understand that when we went into that 
country, we went in as liberators, not as 
conquerors. We freed people from the 
clutches of a barbaric regime and, thanks 
to the United States and our friends and 
allies, many young girls now go to school 
for the first time in their lives. History will 
note that we didn’t hit and run, that we 
stayed there. We stayed there to not only 
make sure that Al Qaida doesn’t bunch up 
again, but we stayed there to help this 
country, Afghanistan, flourish. We believe 
in democracies. We believe every child 
should have a chance to realize his or her 
dreams. We believe in peace. 

I think we’ve hauled in over 2,000 of 
the enemy—‘‘we’’ being all kinds of people, 
the Philippines and Spain, of course, the 
United States. We’re making pretty good 
progress. We’re getting them, one by one. 
Sometimes you’ll read about it; sometimes 
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you won’t. This isn’t a very dramatic war, 
as far as TV goes. But we’re making dra-
matic progress, is the best way to put it. 
And by the way, about equal a number 
of the people weren’t quite as lucky as 
those who were captured. 

And we’ve got a lot of work to do. We’ve 
got a lot of work to do. And that’s why 
this budget I submitted is a significant 
budget. The House passed its version. The 
Senate passed its version. They’ve now got 
to get together as quickly as possible, as 
soon as possible, and get the defense ap-
propriations bill to my desk nearly upon 
arrival. In other words, as soon as they 
get back from the recess, I need to sign 
the bill so we can plan for the war. 

I hope you can tell that I’m an optimistic 
person. I’m an optimistic person because 
I understand America. I understand the 
strengths of America. I know we’re going 
to prevail in this war on terror. And as 
we do so, I believe, as sure as I’m standing 
here, we’re going to bring peace to parts 
of the world that haven’t dreamt about 
peace in a long time. By being firm and 
strong and diligent, we’ll bring peace not 
only to our own children and their children, 
but we can bring peace to the Middle East 
and peace to South Asia. No, we have a 
fantastic chance to take the evil done to 
our country and turn it into good for world-
ly peace. 

And here at home, we can make a huge 
difference in people’s lives. Listen, we live 
in a land of plenty, but there are people 
who hurt, people whose lives have been 
shattered by addiction, young kids who 
haven’t gotten a good enough education 
and may not have love at home and wonder 
whether or not America is meant for them. 
So long as any of us hurt, all of us hurt 
in America. 

I understand there is a limitation to the 
capacity of Government. Government can 
hand out checks; we do a pretty good job 
of that sometimes. [Laughter] But what 
Government cannot do is put love in peo-
ple’s hearts or a sense of purpose in peo-

ple’s lives. In order to change lives for the 
better, in order to make sure we eliminate 
those pockets of despair and hopelessness, 
it will require loving Americans to act, lov-
ing Americans to put their arms around 
people who wonder whether or not there’s 
hope and say, ‘‘I love you, brother. I love 
you, sister.’’ People ask me what they can 
do in the war against terror. My answer 
is, love a neighbor just like you’d like to 
be loved yourself. People say, ‘‘Well, I can’t 
do everything.’’ I know you can’t do every-
thing, but you can do something to help 
change America, one soul, one conscience 
at a time. And that’s what’s taking place 
in this country. It really is. 

Many people stepped back after Sep-
tember the 11th and said, ‘‘What is—what’s 
our life worth? I mean, how do we fulfill 
a full life as an American?’’ More and more 
people understand that being a patriot is 
more than just putting your hand over your 
heart and saying the Pledge of Allegiance 
to a nation under God. They’re saying— 
more and more people understand that 
serving something greater than yourself in 
life is a part of being a complete American. 
And as more and more people do that, 
as more and more people choose to mentor 
a child, as more and more people help 
feed the hungry, as more and more people 
go to their churches and synagogues and 
mosques and hear that universal call to love 
a neighbor, America’s culture is changing. 
And America, itself, is changing. 

America’s culture is changing from a pe-
riod in which we all have said, ‘‘If it feels 
good, just go ahead and do it,’’ and ‘‘If 
you’ve got a problem, blame somebody 
else.’’ We’re ushering in a period of per-
sonal responsibility in this country, where 
moms and dads understand, if you’re fortu-
nate enough to be a mom or a dad, you 
must love your children with all your heart 
and all your soul. People in America are 
understanding that if you live in a commu-
nity, you’ve got to help that community to 
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realize its full potential. They’re under-
standing there is such a thing as personal 
responsibility and sacrifice. 

And perhaps the most vivid example of 
that came on 9/11 itself. People were flying 
across the airplane on what’s now known 
as—then and now known as Flight 93. 
They heard their plane was going to be 
used as a weapon. They got on the phone, 
and they told their loved ones they loved 
them. They said a prayer. One guy said, 
‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They served something greater 
than themselves by saving life. It’s an exam-
ple for all of us to remember that America 
is a country based upon our willingness to 
serve something greater than ourselves, our 
willingness to be something other than a 
materialistic society, a willingness for all of 
us to help define the American spirit and 

love our neighbor so that our country can 
have its full potential available for every-
body who is fortunate enough to be an 
American. 

Listen, out of the evil done to this great 
land is going to come incredible good, be-
cause we’re the greatest nation on the face 
of the Earth, full of the most fine and 
compassioned and decent citizens. 

May God bless you all, and may God 
bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:07 a.m. 
from a temporary stage in front of the monu-
ment. In his remarks, he referred to Rep-
resentative John R. Thune of South Dakota, 
who introduced the President; and President 
Vladimir Putin of Russia. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to the Lapse of the Export Administration Act 
of 1979 
August 14, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), provides 
for the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. In accordance with 
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice, stating that the emergency caused by 

the lapse of the Export Administration Act 
of 1979, as amended, is to continue in ef-
fect beyond August 17, 2002, to the Federal 
Register for publication. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on August 16. The no-
tice of August 14 is listed in Appendix D at 
the end of this volume. 

Remarks at a Volunteer Barbecue Lunch in Crawford, Texas 
August 16, 2002 

Thank you, Mary. In case you don’t know the Crawford Independent School District. 
it, Mary is the maintenance supervisor at 
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[Applause] That’s right. And when we ar-
rive here in Crawford, she’s got a lot to 
maintain—[laughter]—because, as you can 
see, we travel with a lot of people. 

And Laura and I are here to thank you 
for helping make our stay and dealing with 
these large entourages go well. We appre-
ciate it. We love to come to Crawford. We 
view it as our home. As you know, I bring 
my office with me, and you all help make 
the transition from Washington to the 
Crawford White House work well. And we 
understand that. We see many of you in 
the vans waiting for us when we come pull-
ing out or meeting us at the airport there 
in Waco. We see a lot of you at the press 
avails. We see you when you’re helping 
with our guests, our foreign dignitaries who 
come to visit. And all of you are doing 
a great job. So today what we’d like to 
do is to thank you, feed you—[laughter]— 
and photograph you. [Laughter] 

I get a lot of work done here in 
Crawford. You know, it’s hard for some 
to maybe understand, but the decision-
making process never ends when you’re the 
President. You’re constantly being briefed 
and brought up to date on this, that, or 
the other. And I still make decisions here. 
I just find that I can—it’s a different per-
spective when I come here, out of Wash-
ington, DC, to a place like Crawford, 
Texas. I’m reminded of the great values 
of our beloved Texas and the values of 
faith and family and friendship that you 
find in places like Crawford. 

So I never quit being the President; I 
just have got a different perspective about 

things. I might come to the same conclu-
sion on decisions that I have to make, but 
I make them in a different environment. 
And this is a fabulous environment in 
which to make decisions and to meet with 
people. 

We love it here. There’s nothing better 
than to get up early in the morning and 
to go jogging across our ranch, see a couple 
of deer, talk to the turkeys—[laughter]— 
watch Barney chase them. [Laughter] 

But we want to thank you for being good 
neighbors. We want to thank you all very 
much from the bottom of our heart for 
helping make our transitions to—back to 
home as smoothly as they have gone. We 
want you to know that one of these days, 
we’ll be joining you in the coffee shop on 
a regular basis for eating lunch. In the 
meantime, we’ve got a job to do, and com-
ing here really helps us do the job that 
you expect us to do. 

So Laura and I thank you from the bot-
tom of our heart. It’s great to see you. 
We look forward to shaking every hand 
here and personally thanking you for all 
your hard work. 

May God continue to bless America, and 
may God bless you and your families. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. at 
the Crawford Community Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Mary Keltner, mainte-
nance supervisor, Crawford Independent 
School District, who introduced the Presi-
dent. 

Remarks on the Baseball Labor Dispute and an Exchange With Reporters 
in Crawford 
August 16, 2002 

The President. Let me start off by saying page, a work stoppage, a lot of fans are 
the baseball owners and the baseball play- going to be furious, and I’m one. It is very 
ers must understand that if there is a stop- important for these people to get together. 
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They can make every excuse in the book 
not to reach an accord. It is bad for them 
not to reach an accord. They need to keep 
working. 

And I’ll be glad to answer a couple of 
questions. 

Q. Mr. President, you spoke—— 
The President. Starting with you. 

Execution of Javier Suarez Medina/Mexico-
U.S. Relations 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You spoke 
Tuesday with President Fox. 

The President. Yes, I did. 
Q. What did you tell him about the exe-

cution? And are you disappointed he’s not 
coming? 

The President. Well, first of all, I under-
stand why he’s not coming. He said that 
if the execution goes forward, he’s not 
going to come. 

Q. He told you that Tuesday? 
The President. Yes, he did. And I said, 

‘‘Well, we have laws here in America. 
We’ve got—the State of Texas has got a 
law.’’ I said that there’s going to be full 
recourse to the courts, which there was. 
And the Governor made the decision he 
made; the Supreme Court made the deci-
sion it made; and President Fox made the 
decision he made. 

But I am confident that our friendship 
is strong, that we’ll be able to work to-
gether to resolve common problems, and 
we’ll have future discussions. 

Michael [Mike Allen, Washington Post]. 

Iraq 
Q. Mr. President, not all Republicans 

seem sold on your intention to deal with 
dictators who gas their own people. What 
are you going to do to make that case more 
persuasively? Are you consulting with 
them? And what is your obligation of get-
ting approval, not just consultation, with 
Congress? 

The President. Yes, I appreciate that 
question. First of all, I am aware that some 
very intelligent people are expressing their 

opinions about Saddam Hussein and Iraq. 
I listen carefully to what they have to say. 

There should be no doubt in anybody’s 
mind, this man is thumbing his nose at 
the world, that he has gassed his own peo-
ple, that he is trouble in his neighborhood, 
that he desires weapons of mass destruc-
tion. I will use all the latest intelligence 
to make informed decisions about how best 
to keep the world at peace, how best to 
defend freedom for the long run. 

We’ll continue to consult. Listen, it’s a 
healthy debate for people to express their 
opinion. People should be allowed to ex-
press their opinion. But America needs to 
know, I’ll be making up my mind based 
upon the latest intelligence and how best 
to protect our own country, plus our friends 
and allies. 

Treasury Secretary Paul O’Neill/National 
Economy 

Q. Mr. President, yesterday, Secretary 
O’Neill said that he is going to be—stop 
being so candid with his comments about 
the economy. And you just met with him 
on Wednesday—— 

The President. That’s an interesting ob-
servation. [Laughter] Let me be honest 
with you. [Laughter] 

Q. Did you suggest to him that maybe 
he should—— 

The President. No, I didn’t. Listen, Paul 
O’Neill is doing a fine job as Secretary 
of Treasury. I don’t know what prompted 
him to make that statement. I find him 
to be refreshingly candid. I appreciate his 
judgment. He’s a man of great experience. 
He and I share an optimism about our 
country’s future, and we do so based upon 
fact. Interest rates are low. Inflation is low. 
Productivity is up. We’ve got a lot of work 
to do. 

And I started the process of bringing 
some fiscal discipline into Washington prior 
to the end of the August recess. I meant 
what I said. In my radio address today, 
I’m talking about fiscal discipline so that 
overspending doesn’t serve as an anchor on 
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any economic growth. I firmly believe that 
the trade bill I got is going to help create 
jobs. I know we need to have a terrorism 
insurance package so that we can get many 
of our construction workers working. So 
there are some things we need to do. The 
Secretary and I share a basic optimism 
about our future. 

Supplemental Appropriations for First-
Responders 

Q. Sir, the firefighters union is very upset 
about the money being withheld from the 
supplemental, and they say that they 
would—are they misunderstanding? 

The President. Well, let me first of all— 
I’ve got a strong commitment to not only 
firefighters but to first-responders, and here 
are the facts: The budget prior to Sep-
tember the 11th is about $250 million; after 
September the 11th is over a billion. And 
my ’03 request for first-responders is over 
$3.5 billion. So the commitment is strong, 
and the commitment is there. 

What they ought to be upset about is 
the fact that Congress tried to tie my 
hands. They said, ‘‘You’ve got to spend $5 
billion or none of the $5 billion.’’ And I 
chose not to spend the $5 billion because, 
one, we didn’t need to, and, two, it is im-
portant for this country to be fiscally dis-
ciplined as our economy begins to recover. 
And so there’s no question in most people’s 
minds that I’ve got a very strong commit-
ment to firefighters and first-responders. 

President’s Economic Forum 
Q. Mr. President, may I ask—if I may 

ask you about the economic forum, what’s 
the most important new thing you learned? 
And, sir, is there anything at the top of 
your list, based on suggestions or ideas that 
you heard there? 

The President. Michael, I am going to 
analyze and think about some of the sug-
gestions so that when I announce them, 
it will be well thought out. It will be a 
part of a long-term plan. But there are 
some interesting ideas: expensing losses, in-

creasing expenses of losses, accelerating the 
401(k) contribution limits—in other words, 
making it easier for people to put more 
money in their 401(k)s quicker. 

There’s a lot of interesting talk about 
capital gains taxes, double taxation of divi-
dends. There was certainly a very strong 
sentiment that we’re on the right track 
when it comes to holding people to account 
who lie, steat, or cheal—lie, cheat, or 
steal—[laughter]—who defraud people by 
cooking the books. There was some strong 
sentiment from CEO and non-CEO alike. 

I came away from that summit—that the 
small-business person feels constrained by 
tax policy and regulatory policy. And I 
was—really appreciated the people coming. 
I thought it was a very good summit. 

Last question, and then I’ve got to go. 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Just to fol-

low up on that, are you planning on pro-
ducing a new economic package—— 

The President. Lie, cheat, or steal. 
[Laughter] 

Q. Are you planning on producing a new 
economic package? 

The President. We’re thinking about it. 
We’re thinking about all options. That’s one 
of the things that came out of the meeting, 
was that some have urged us to think about 
additional measures to help economic 
growth, so I’m thinking about it. 

But one thing that the Congress has got 
to do is pass laws that will make a—that 
we’ve already proposed, that will make a 
difference for job creation. One of them 
is terrorism insurance. Another one is pen-
sion reform. And that’s very important. So 
Congress needs to do that when they get 
back. 

And the other thing, of course, is Con-
gress should not overspend. Look, I under-
stand Washington. Every project sounds 
like it’s needed. Every—every proposal is 
one that’s got to be funded. And my job 
is to set the priorities, and I have set prior-
ities—the war is a priority; homeland de-
fense is a priority—and then hold people 
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to account if they don’t accept those prior-
ities, if they overspend. And I started that 
process by making a decision on the sup-
plemental. 

Thank you all. Hope you have a great 
day. 

President’s Vacation 
Q. Mr. President, how is the nature trail 

coming? 
The President. Michael, is that a—you’re 

not inviting yourself out there? [Laughter] 
It’s coming great. Actually, I haven’t been 
on the good side of a saw for a while. 
I’ve been out of the—out of the area, as 
you know. And today I’m going to—I’ve 
got another event here, and then Condi 
is coming down. I’m going to spend some 
time with her. I may be at—I may be saw-
ing tomorrow. If I need an extra hand, 
I’ll holler. 

Q. I can outrun Scott [Scott Lindlaw, 
Associated Press]. [Laughter] 

The President. I’ll tell you what, he rep-
resented the press corps in fine fashion. 
It was an unbelievable effort. 

Q. I found someone I could beat, sir, 
yesterday. 

The President’s Radio Address 
August 17, 2002 

Good morning. This week I hosted an 
economic forum at Baylor University in 
Texas. Participants shared their concerns 
about the economic challenges we face and 
their ideas for making the economy strong-
er. A common theme among many panelists 
was that we must leave every dollar we 
can in the hands of the people who have 
earned it. We must be disciplined with our 
taxpayers’ money, which requires Congress 
to focus on funding our Nation’s priorities. 

Winning the war on terror is our top 
priority. The men and women fighting the 
war must have every tool and all the train-

The President. Who’s that? 
Q. I’m not going to identify them. 

[Laughter] 
The President. No, you represented—you 

represented your profession well. I tried 
to find the model citizen out of all the 
people I could have invited. I tried to find 
the one person that would represent the 
integrity of the press corps, somebody who 
represents those values that we hold dear, 
that the enemy is trying to attack, as a 
matter of fact, a free press. And I hope 
you agree with my judgment that Scott was 
the right man at the right place at the 
right time. It’s that flexibility I need. 
[Laughter] 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. at 
the Crawford Community Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Javier Suarez Medina, 
executed August 14 by the State of Texas for 
a 1989 murder conviction; President Vicente 
Fox of Mexico; President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq; Gov. Rick Perry of Texas; and Na-
tional Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice. A 
tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks. 

ing they need to fight and win. That is 
why my budget includes the largest in-
crease in defense spending in a generation. 
And that is why I urge the Congress to 
pass a final defense appropriations bill as 
soon as they return to Washington. 

Keeping our homeland secure is another 
high priority. My budget would nearly dou-
ble funding for homeland security to almost 
$38 billion—money to train and equip fire-
fighters, police officers, and emergency 
medical personnel; money for the Coast 
Guard, to protect our ports and coasts; 
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money to keep our water treatment plants 
and nuclear facilities safe. 

A few weeks ago, Congress passed an 
emergency funding bill that provides more 
than $13 billion in immediate funding for 
the war on terror, more than $4 billion 
for homeland security, and completes our 
$20 billion commitment to the people of 
New York. I was pleased to sign it. 

But Congress also sent along more than 
$5 billion in extra spending I did not ask 
for. Some of that $5 billion I have endorsed 
and will work to secure, but a lot of that 
money has nothing to do with a national 
emergency. Those who wrote the bill de-
signed it so either I have to spend all the 
money or none of it. At the economic 
forum on Tuesday, I made my position 
clear: I will spend none of the $5 billion. 

We must remember the lessons of the 
past. In the 1960s, increased spending re-
quired by war was not balanced by slower 
spending in the rest of the Government. 
As a result, in the 1970s we faced unem-
ployment and growing deficits and spiraling 
inflation. 

We cannot go down the path of soaring 
budget deficits. We must meet our defense 
and homeland security needs and hold the 
line on other spending. My budget raises 
defense spending by more than 14 percent. 
It nearly doubles homeland security fund-
ing. In all other areas, it increases spending 
by 2 percent. Many families are living with 
raises like that, and so should the Govern-
ment. 

The House of Representatives has done 
well by staying within these limits. Unfortu-
nately, the Senate has not even passed a 
budget framework, and so far it has been 
ignoring fiscal discipline. I requested $2.4 
billion for public housing; the bill moving 
through the Senate includes $300 million 
more. I requested $2.2 billion for agricul-
tural research; again, the Senate wants to 
spend $300 million more. I requested $3.1 
billion for the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration; the Senate wants to 
spend $200 million more. And these levels 
could go higher. I challenge Congress to 
respect the taxpayers and show restraint 
with their money. It is very important they 
do so in order for our economy to continue 
to grow. 

If Congress will not show spending re-
straint, I will enforce spending restraint. 
For the good of our economy, for the good 
of the people who pay taxes, my adminis-
tration will spend what is truly needed, and 
not a dollar more. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:45 
a.m. on August 16 at the Bush Ranch in 
Crawford, TX, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
August 17. The transcript was made available 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Au-
gust 16 but was embargoed for release until 
the broadcast. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address. 

Statement Announcing the United States Delegation to the World Summit 
on Sustainable Development 
August 19, 2002 

I am pleased to announce that Secretary 
of State Colin Powell will lead the Amer-
ican delegation to the World Summit on 
Sustainable Development, to be held in Jo-

hannesburg, South Africa, from August 26 
through September 4. 

Secretary Powell will be joined by Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency Administrator 
Christie Todd Whitman, Chairman of the 
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Council on Environmental Quality James 
Connaughton, U.S. Agency for International 
Development Administrator Andrew 
Natsios, and Under Secretary of State Paula 
Dobriansky. 

The World Summit has a unique oppor-
tunity to advance the new approach to de-
velopment that I embraced with other na-
tional leaders at the Monterrey Conference 
on Financing for Development this past 
March. * This new approach is based on 
shared accountability among developed and 
developing nations. 

The United States is a leader in creating 
more effective ways to combat poverty and 
raise standards of living, recognizing that 

progress begins with sound domestic poli-
cies that promote good governance, invest-
ment in people, and economic freedom. 
The U.S. delegation will come to Johannes-
burg with concrete and practical proposals 
for strong and lasting partnerships to ad-
vance some of the world’s key development 
priorities—clean water, modern energy, 
good health, and productive agriculture— 
that can lead us to a world without poverty. 
Poverty remains a huge and urgent global 
problem that demands action by the entire 
world community. We will stand together 
in Johannesburg to bring our full support 
to this important battle. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Cyprus 
August 20, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:) 
In accordance with section 620C(c) of 

the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as 
amended, I am providing a report prepared 
by my Administration on progress toward 
a negotiated solution of the Cyprus ques-
tion covering the period June 1, 2002, 
through July 31, 2002. The previous sub-
mission covered events from April 1, 2002, 
through May 31, 2002. 

Direct talks on the island between Greek 
Cypriot leader Glafcos Clerides and Turk-
ish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash continue 
under United Nations auspices, although 
the leaders failed to meet their stated ob-
jective of a comprehensive settlement by 
June 2002. As in past reporting periods, 

Special Cyprus Coordinator Thomas G. 
Weston and U.S. Ambassador to Cyprus 
Donald K. Bandler provided diplomatic 
support to the process. The United States 
remains committed to the United Nations 
effort to find a just and lasting settlement 
to the Cyprus problem. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., chair-
man, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. This letter was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on August 21. 

* White House correction. 
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Remarks Following a Meeting With the Secretary of Defense and an 
Exchange With Reporters in Crawford, Texas 
August 21, 2002 

Defense Budget and Planning 

The President. Well, good morning. I’m 
pleased to welcome Secretary Rumsfeld 
and General Myers and members of his 
staff here to Crawford to discuss some im-
portant issues, issues that relate to the se-
curity of the American people. 

We spent time talking about missile de-
fense. The progress that our Nation is mak-
ing after our withdrawal from the ABM 
Treaty has been—is impressive, that the 
Secretary and his planners are thinking 
through how best to spend the R&D 
money so that we can better protect our-
selves and our friends and allies from the 
true threats of the 21st century. 

And I appreciated the briefing, Mr. Sec-
retary. I thought it was illuminating. The 
American people need to know that the 
Pentagon is forward thinking, is aggressive 
in its approach to developing systems that 
will more likely be able to respond to what 
we’re going to face. 

Secondly, we talked about contingency 
plans. One of the jobs of the military is 
to constantly be thinking about how to re-
spond to an issue should it arise. And I 
appreciate so very much the Secretary’s 
thinking on that. 

And thirdly, we talked about trans-
formation issues, how best to make the 
military conform to the threats we face, 
other than missile defense—what weapons 
systems, what strategy should be employed. 
How do we make our services more joint 
in nature? 

The Secretary rightly pointed out that, 
in the past, the service chiefs would come 
with their particular wish list, but there 
wasn’t much coordination as to whether or 
not a weapons system in the Navy could— 
would work jointly with the Army, for ex-
ample. And Secretary Rumsfeld and his 

team have done a really good job of begin-
ning to shape the philosophy—a new phi-
losophy in the Pentagon. 

And it was right here in the Governor’s 
House—we call this the Governor’s House, 
by the way—was where he first briefed me 
on transformation plans nearly a year ago, 
and he’s back to bring me up to date on 
the progress that the Pentagon is making. 
And we’re making good progress. 

The American people need to know that 
our Secretary of Defense is willing to think 
differently about how to structure our mili-
tary and is also willing to work with the 
Joint Staff, people in the Pentagon, to get 
them to think differently. It’s not an easy 
task, but he can be a stubborn guy. But 
he’s got a vision that is positive for the 
country. 

Mr. Secretary, would you like to say a 
few words? And then we might answer 
questions. I want to learn how you answer 
questions. They tell me you’re quite good 
at it. [Laughter] 

Secretary Rumsfeld. Well, thank you, Mr. 
President. We were here last year about 
this time, had an opportunity to discuss 
with you and get some guidance as to the 
period ahead. We’ve benefited from that, 
and we’re back to give you a good report 
and to gain additional guidance for the pe-
riod coming forward. 

We’re, of course, working on the budget 
bill for the 2004 to 2009 period, even 
though the 2003 budget is still pending be-
fore the Congress. So we have to get that 
process going. And I felt that we had a 
very good chance today to discuss missile 
defense and the important programs that 
we have going forward for transformation. 

The cold, hard fact is that the United 
States lives in a very different security envi-
ronment today in this 21st century than 
we did prior to September 11th. We have 
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the task in the Department of Defense of 
seeing that we’re able to provide the kind 
of defense capabilities and deterrents that 
will enable our country to contribute to 
peace and stability and to protect the 
American people. 

And that means we have got to shift this 
Department and see that we have the kinds 
of capabilities that fit for the challenges 
and the threats that exist in the 21st cen-
tury. It’s a big job, but we’ve got a good 
team of people, and we’re working hard 
on it, and we thank you for your support. 

The President. You’re probably won-
dering why the Secretary is wearing a suit. 
Would you like to explain why you’re wear-
ing a suit? 

Secretary Rumsfeld. I don’t have any 
sport clothes. [Laughter] 

The President. He’s going to Fort Hood 
to talk to our troops, to thank them for 
their service, and Mr. Secretary, I appre-
ciate—yes? 

Regime Change in Iraq 
Q. Sir, after you’ve studied today the 

military capabilities of the United States 
and looking ahead to future threats, one 
thing that has to factor in is the growing 
number of U.S. allies, Russia, Germany, 
Bahrain, now Canada, who say that if you 
go to war with Saddam, you’re going to 
go alone. 

Does the American military have the ca-
pability to prosecute this war alone? 

The President. Well, look, if you’re ask-
ing—are you asking about Iraq? The sub-
ject didn’t come up in this meeting. 

But having said that, we take all threats 
seriously, and we will continue to consult 
with our friends and allies. 

I know there is this kind of intense spec-
ulation that seems to be going on, a kind 
of a—I don’t know how you would describe 
it. It’s kind of a churning—— 

Secretary Rumsfeld. Frenzy. 
The President. Frenzy is how the Sec-

retary would describe it. But the subject 
didn’t come up. 

We will obviously continue to consult 
with our friends and allies. Your question 
makes certain assumptions that may or may 
not be true. But we will continue to talk 
with our—with the people concerned about 
peace and how to secure the peace, and 
those are needed consultations. 

Not only will we consult with friends and 
allies, we’ll consult with Members of Con-
gress. 

Yes, Terry [Terry Moran, ABC News]. 
Secretary Rumsfeld. Could I just add a 

comment there, Mr. President? I think it’s 
worth noting on that particular subject that 
the President of the United States and the 
Secretary of State and our country has put 
together a coalition that stretches across the 
entire globe that is addressing the problem 
of the global war on terrorism. It is 80 
or 90 countries. There are 37 or 38 down 
in Tampa, Florida, with liaison officers. We 
have, at any given time, 18, 20, a couple 
dozen of countries involved in Afghanistan, 
participating. 

The coalition that is working on the glob-
al war on terrorism that the President and 
the Secretary have put together is broad; 
it’s deep; it’s impressive; and it is in fact 
what is helping the forward progress that 
we’re achieving, the traction we’re getting 
with respect to dealing with the terrible— 
terribly difficult problem of global terrorist 
networks. 

Q. Still, many of those are now saying 
that they won’t take the war against terror 
into Iraq. What do you do about that? 

Secretary Rumsfeld. The President has 
not asked them to. 

Q. Sir, if I could follow up? 
The President. Please do. 
Q. General Franks today—— 
The President. We’re in the giving spirit 

here. 
Q. Thank you, sir. 
The President. General Franks today? 
Q. He has said that he is drawing up 

war plans to provide you with credible op-
tions. Now, should the American people 
conclude from that that you’re reaching 
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some critical point, that a decision is immi-
nent? 

The President. First of all, in the midst 
of the frenzy—[laughter]—I want you to 
note that General Franks is not here. Gen-
eral Franks is doing his job. And one of 
the jobs that the Secretary of Defense has 
tasked to members of his general staff is 
to prepare for all contingencies, whether 
it be in the particular country that you 
seem to be riveted on, or any other coun-
try, for that matter. 

We face a—the world is not stable. The 
world changes. There are—this terrorist 
network is global in nature, and they may 
strike anywhere. And therefore, we’ve got 
to be prepared to use our military and all 
the other assets at our disposal in a way 
to keep the peace. So General Franks is 
doing what the Secretary has asked. 

Would you like to comment on that? 
Secretary Rumsfeld. I would. As the 

President indicated, one of the things we 
discussed here today was the contingency 
planning guidance that he signed. I then 
meet with all of the combatant com-
manders for every area of responsibility 
across the globe. I do it on a regular basis. 
We go over all the conceivable contin-
gencies that could occur. 

So General Franks, as well as every other 
combatant commander—I met, I think, 
within the last 30 days, with at least three 
of them on various types of contingency 
plans in totally different parts of the world. 
That’s my job. That’s their job, is to see 
that we have the ability to protect the 
American people and deal effectively on 
behalf of our friends and our allies and 
our deployed forces. 

So it is their task to work with me and 
ultimately with the President as the chain 
of command goes from the Commander in 
Chief, the President of the United States, 
to me, to the combatant commanders. And 
they’re doing exactly what I’ve asked them 
to do and what the President has asked 
me to do. 

The President. Heidi, Bloomberg [Heidi 
Przybyla, Bloomberg News]. 

National Missile Defense 
Q. Now that you’re out of the ABM 

Treaty, can you talk a little bit about what 
type of testing you’d like to do on missile 
defense, what kind of testing we’ll see 
soon? 

Secretary Rumsfeld. Sure, we’re doing it 
all the time. We’re testing a layered pro-
gram which involves a terminal phase, mid-
course, as well as boost phase. It is a— 
a program that will become layered. It will 
start out as a testbed and then evolve over 
time. 

We’ve had some very good successes 
with both short-range missiles as well as 
longer range missiles, intercepting them. 
And I feel very good about the program. 
General Ron Kadish is doing a superb job 
for the country. 

Q. When do you expect there will be 
the kind of missile defense shield that you’d 
like to see? 

Secretary Rumsfeld. You see, that’s not 
knowable. And first of all, the word 
‘‘shield,’’ we don’t use. The program that 
we’re designing—I thought you said 
‘‘shield.’’ Oh, you didn’t? 

Q. No.
Secretary Rumsfeld. Excuse me. 
Q. Just kidding. [Laughter]
Secretary Rumsfeld. The wind—— 
The President. You thought ‘‘shield.’’ 
Secretary Rumsfeld. Yes, I thought 

‘‘shield.’’ 
We think of it as a capability that would 

be broad and be able to deal with relatively 
limited numbers of ballistic missiles and 
also shorter range—medium and shorter 
range missiles. And the shorter range de-
fenses are more advanced. 

In terms of how long it would take, it’s 
something that really is not knowable, be-
cause you’re in the research, development, 
and testing phase. And as that continues 
to succeed and be—to work out, we then 
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will put things in place, and they will evolve 
over a period of time. 

The President. Yes, I think the other 
thing that you should note is that the Sec-
retary is—and his team are briefing our 
friends and allies about progress we’re mak-
ing. That’s one of the things I said when 
we withdrew from the ABM Treaty, that 
we would consult with our friends and al-
lies, and we are. And I appreciate those 
consultations. I think it’s very important for 
people to see what is possible as we—as 
we make the world more secure through 
our research and development. 

Yes. 

Abu Nidal 
Q. Mr. President, Abu Nidal—can we 

have your reaction to reports of his death? 
The President. Well, first of all, no ter-

rorist can hide forever. Secondly, it’s—I 
found it interesting that they said he com-
mitted suicide with four bullet heads—four 
bullet wounds to the head. And so I’m not 
exactly sure how he died. We just have 
to wait and make sure, in fact, he did die. 

But the point is, is that when the world 
puts their mind to fighting terror, we can 
rout out these terrorists. And some of them 
will be able to hide longer than others, 
and some of them will be able to survive 
longer than others. But this country will 
continue to lead the coalition that the Sec-
retary of Defense talked about, to hunt 
them down one by one. And that’s a posi-
tive development. 

Adam [Adam Entous, Reuters], don’t 
worry about the suit here on the ranch. 

Q. Sorry, I saw the Secretary—— 
Secretary Rumsfeld. You look good. 

Regime Change in Iraq 
Q. I borrowed your clothes. [Laughter] 
Considering how much discussion has 

been going on recently about Saddam, do 
you feel a need to get out there and make 
a case for toppling him? And if so, do you 
feel a need to do it before Election Day? 

The President. Well, Adam, what I need 
to do is to continue to, as we call it, consult 
with people who share our interests to 
make the world a safer place, and I will 
do so. The American people know my posi-
tion, and that is, is that regime change is 
in the interests of the world. How we 
achieve that is a matter of consultation and 
deliberative—deliberation, which I do; I’m 
a deliberate person. 

I say it in my speeches, which you fortu-
nately don’t have to cover, that I’m a pa-
tient man. And when I say I’m a patient 
man, I mean I’m a patient man, and that 
we will look at all options, and we will 
consider all technologies available to us and 
diplomacy and intelligence. 

But one thing is for certain, is that this 
administration agrees that Saddam Hussein 
is a threat, and he will be—that’s a part 
of our thinking. And that hasn’t changed. 

Nothing he has done has convinced 
me—I’m confident the Secretary of De-
fense—that he is the kind of fellow that 
is willing to forgo weapons of mass destruc-
tion, is willing to be a peaceful neighbor, 
that is—will honor the people—the Iraqi 
people of all stripes, will—values human 
life. He hasn’t convinced me, nor has he 
convinced my administration. 

Listen, thank you all for coming out on 
a windy, hot day. 

Fine looking boots, Martha [Martha 
Brant, Newsweek]. 

Q. Thank you, sir. [Laughter] 
The President. I expect to see you barrel 

riding here at the Crawford—— 
Q. Waiting for the invitation. 
The President. That’s good. 
Thank you all very much. See you tomor-

row on the plane. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. 
outside the Governor’s House at the Bush 
Ranch. In his remarks, he referred to Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq. A reporter re-
ferred to Palestinian terrorist Abu Nidal, who 
was reportedly found dead in his apartment 
in Baghdad, Iraq, on August 19. 
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Exchange With Reporters During a Tour of the Squire Peak Fire Area in 
Ruch, Oregon 
August 22, 2002 

Healthy Forests Initiative 
Q. Mr. President, if I may, your proposal 

to thin out the forest a little bit—some 
critics say it might cause a drastic increase 
in commercial logging. What do you 
say—— 

The President. What the critics need to 
do is come and stand right where I stand. 
It’s—what the critics need to do is come 
and see firsthand the effects of bad forest 
policy. That’s what they need to come and 
see. And by the way, there’s nothing wrong 
with people being able to earn a living off 
of effective forest management. There are 
a lot of people in this part of the State 
that can’t find work because we don’t prop-
erly manage our forests. And this is the 
second fire site I’ve been to this summer, 
and it’s the same story. Had we properly 
managed our forests, the devastation caused 
would not nearly—have been nearly as se-
vere as it has been. And it’s a crying shame. 

You heard the man say that when a for-
est like this burns, there’s more likely to 
be disease. The beetles will come and 
start—we’ve got to do a better job. And 
that’s why I’m here. I’m going to talk about 
how the administration can move, and I’m 
going to call upon Congress to enact some 
reasonable legislation to make sure we bet-
ter manage our forest, so these guys aren’t 
having to fight fires every year—particu-
larly, one of the biggest we’ve seen in a 
long time, the Biscuit fire. And the point 
is, is that we can prevent fire by good 
sound practice. 

[At this point, the tour continued.] 

President Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan 
Q. Mr. President, do you have any reac-

tion to President Musharraf’s rewriting of 
the Pakistani Constitution? 

The President. My reaction about Presi-
dent Musharraf—he’s still tight with us on 
the war against terror, and that’s what I 
appreciate. He’s a—he understands that 
we’ve got to keep Al Qaida on the run 
and that, by keeping him on the run, it’s 
more likely we will bring him to justice. 
And I appreciate his strong support. 

Obviously, to the extent that our friends 
promote democracy, it’s important. We will 
continue to work with our friends and allies 
to promote democracy, give people a 
chance to express their opinions the proper 
way. And—so we’ll stay in touch with Presi-
dent Musharraf in more ways than one. 

Q. Mr. President—— 
The President. Yes.

Healthy Forests Initiative 
Q. ——back to the fire. Do we have 

enough money in the Federal coffer to pay 
for all the things needed throughout the 
West? 

The President. Well, we’ll—if we don’t, 
we’ll deal with it, because I mentioned to 
the Governor, Congress has got a way of 
spending money. My job is to make sure 
they spend on priorities, and if I didn’t 
think the forest of the United States was 
a priority, I wouldn’t be here. It is a pri-
ority. 

The other thing is, is that there are part-
nerships which can be put together to the 
benefit of those who care about conserva-
tion, the State and those who employ peo-
ple. And the approach I’m going to talk 
about and the approach, frankly, that the 
Governor has worked with Governor 
Kempthorne of Idaho on is a balanced ap-
proach, one that recognizes more than one 
party involved, that there are a variety of 
folks involved with the health of our forests. 
And all voices ought to be listened to, and 
a strategy ought to be developed that will— 
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that will achieve goals. One of the goals 
is prevent fire, healthy forests. Another goal 
is going to be to conserve our forests. An-
other goal will be to provide jobs. So we 
believe we can do that. 

California Gubernatorial Candidate Bill 
Simon 

Q. Sir, Bill Simon’s family’s investigation 
fund was found guilty of fraud. How do 
you reconcile that fact with your visits to-
morrow to California to campaign for him, 
given your corporate accounting—— 

The President. I agree—I understand 
your question. Bill Simon assures us that 

when the courts look at this case, he’ll be 
innocent, and I take the man for his word. 

Okay. You’re tired of me answering ques-
tions, I know. [Laughter] It’s unbelievable, 
2 days in a row. 

Q. We like it. 
The President. What?
Q. We like it. 

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:33 a.m. In 
his remarks, the President referred to Gov. 
John A. Kitzhaber of Oregon and Gov. Dirk 
Kempthorne of Idaho. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this ex-
change. 

Remarks on the Healthy Forests Initiative in Ruch 
August 22, 2002 

Good morning. Thank you all for being 
here. 

I just got a firsthand look at the terrible 
effects of the Squire fire. First, I want to 
thank the fire crews, the men and women 
of Oregon and surrounding States who risk 
their lives to put these fires out. On behalf 
of a grateful nation, I want to thank you 
for your service to the country, and thank 
you for what you do. 

I flew over the Biscuit fire today when 
we were coming in. It’s devastating. I 
mean, it is big, and it’s a powerful fire 
that has been raging for more than a 
month. It’s amazing the scope of the devas-
tation that’s taken place in Oregon as well 
as other Western States. Here in this State, 
a million acres have burned. A million acres 
have caught on fire. Hundreds of millions 
of trees have been destroyed. Countless 
lives have been affected—the same thing 
all across the West, a lot of people whose 
lives have been turned upside down. I saw 
firsthand the effects of fire in Arizona. I 
remember going to that school, Governor, 
where the people were just emotionally 

spent because of what the fire had done 
to them. 

These devastating fires are—threaten the 
safety of our communities, obviously the 
lives of the firefighters. They destroy 
homes. They ruin farms. These fires destroy 
critical wildlife habitat, and they leave be-
hind long-lasting environmental damage. 
And as we work to put out the fires and 
to bring relief to the victims, we have a 
responsibility as a nation to work together 
to prevent the devastation that can be 
caused by future fires. We have a responsi-
bility to bring sensible policy and put it 
in place. 

Today I’m announcing some steps my ad-
ministration is going to do to restore the 
health of America’s forests, steps that I be-
lieve and we believe will help prevent the 
kind of destruction we’ve seen this year. 

Before I talk about that, I do want to 
thank Secretary Ann Veneman and Sec-
retary Gale Norton for coming and for 
working together, for listening to the voices, 
such as the voices of our Governors. These 
two ladies understand that not all the ge-
nius in the world is in Washington, DC, 
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that if we listen to people whose lives are 
affected by managing nature, that we’ll 
probably get better policy—not probably— 
will get better policy. 

I want to thank Jim Connaughton, who 
works on my staff and has helped develop 
this policy, for being here. I want to thank 
John, the Governor of Oregon, John 
Kitzhaber, for being here. John Kitzhaber 
and Dirk Kempthorne brought the Western 
Governors together to develop a sensible 
policy as to how to deal with this issue. 
And Judy Martz and Governor Jane Dee 
Hull of Arizona are with us as well. 

This isn’t a Republican issue or Demo-
crat issue. Managing our forests is an 
American issue. And it requires an ap-
proach that understands there’s difference 
of opinion, and we ought to work together 
to achieve common ground. And John’s 
being here today sends that signal loud and 
clear. I appreciate you so very much, Gov-
ernor, for coming. He’s an interesting char-
acter who—[laughter]—who I enjoy being 
around. 

I appreciate Senator Ron Wyden and 
Senator Gordon Smith, one Democrat, one 
Republican, who have both made up their 
mind to get something done. Senator 
Wyden has been working with Senator 
Craig to develop sound policy. And of 
course, Greg Walden, Congressman from 
this event, is a very active voice in reason— 
reasonable policy to help the people of Or-
egon. I want to thank them for coming 
as well. 

I want to thank Ron Wenker, who led 
our tour, did a fine job. Little did he know 
a couple of weeks ago that he’d be here 
entertaining such august company and 
speaking so eloquently in front of the na-
tional press corps about his job and about 
the job of protecting our forests and doing 
the best we can do. I want to thank the 
community leaders who are here, people 
who care deeply about the future of this 
region. 

I believe, like you believe, that our for-
ests are one of our Nation’s great treasures, 

and therefore, we have a responsibility to 
protect our great treasure. It’s one of our 
responsibilities as citizens of our country. 
And yet, as we’ve seen, our treasure is 
being wiped out by fire. I’ve looked, as 
you have, at why, and it’s pretty clear that 
this fire prevention strategy of our country 
has been shortsighted, and we, frankly, 
haven’t done a very good job. 

And when you haven’t done a very good 
job at something, it’s time to take a step 
back and assess why and solve the problem. 
Forest policies have not focused on 
thinning—just haven’t. That’s reality. That’s 
the truth. We haven’t had a strategy to 
clear the forest floor of built-up brush and 
densely packed trees that we have seen 
firsthand here, and in other places around 
the country, create the fuel, the kindling 
for extremely large fires, like those we’re 
experiencing this year. 

The catastrophic wildfires kill the oldest 
trees, those which we long to preserve. 
They kill just about everything that grows 
in the soil. It’s—we should note that be-
cause of short-sighted policy, even the se-
quoias of California, Mr. President, are 
threatened. The fires that ravaged the West 
have destroyed endangered species habitat. 
They damaged fisheries. They’ve eroded 
soil. They’ve become breeding grounds for 
beetles, as we just saw. We were in the 
midst of a breeding ground for insects that 
prey upon weakened forests. 

Now, they—our policy has not had the 
health of our forests in mind. The hands-
off policy that have contributed to this envi-
ronmental crisis have been well inten-
tioned, no question about that. Nobody is 
questioning the intentions of those who 
have helped put this policy in place. But 
they’re dangerous, dangerous plans. And 
we’ve got to do something about it. All 
of us in elected positions must respond. 

Some will say, ‘‘Well, there’s thinning 
taking place,’’ and let me just put what’s 
taking place in perspective to reality. 
There’s—at the rate in which we’re thin-
ning our forests, it will take a century, 100 
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years, to restore America’s 200 million acres 
of Federal forest lands to healthy and safe 
conditions. That’s too long, as far as I’m 
concerned. I know it’s too long as far as 
forest firefighters are concerned. It’s too 
long as their Senators are concerned. It’s 
too long, and therefore, we’ve got to de-
velop a different strategy. 

We must be active in our management 
of our forests. We must thin, and we must 
quickly restore the areas that have been 
damaged by fire. People who fight fires 
and who study forests, who know a lot 
more about this subject than I do, agree. 
And that’s what the American people have 
got to know. Come out and speak to a 
firefighter about good, commonsense pol-
icy, and you’ll hear what I just said. 

Actively managing forests is going to be 
the centerpiece of this administration. And 
that’s what I made clear to those who work 
with me. And we’ll begin by identifying 
and protecting those areas that are the 
most vulnerable to catastrophic fires, areas 
which are near our communities and our 
watersheds and other key areas. 

In order to effect our healthy forest pol-
icy, we must cut through the redtape and 
endless litigation that blocks efforts to re-
store forest health. For example, a thinning 
project to prevent catastrophic fire in the 
area where we were just standing was pro-
posed 6 years ago. They said, ‘‘Well, what 
can we do to make sure this area is pro-
tected?’’ Yet, because of burdensome regu-
latory hurdles and meritless appeals and 
litigation, only a very small portion of this 
acreage was approved for thinning before 
the fires came through. And we saw the 
difference between an area that had been 
thinned and an area which had not been 
thinned. And the difference is catastrophic. 
That’s reality. 

So, for the good of Oregon’s forests, and 
really for the good of her environment 
overall and for the good of your economy, 
I’ve directed the Secretary of Agriculture, 
the Secretary of the Interior, and the 
Council on Environmental Quality to do 

the following steps: One, to authorize 
thinning projects on an emergency basis in 
the most critical areas; secondly, to speed 
up the process of developing environmental 
assessments while considering the long-
term threat that fire-susceptible forests 
pose to endangered species; and to expedite 
the appeals process. 

Listen, we want our citizens at the local 
level to have a voice. We want there to 
be an opportunity for our citizens to speak 
out. That’s the great American way. But 
we must discourage the endless delays that 
prevent good forest policy from going for-
ward. And Congress should pass legislation 
that will ensure that vital forest restoration 
projects are not tied up in courts. 

I mean, we can do some of this through 
administrative action, but Congress needs 
to act. And I’m confident Congress will act 
in a way that doesn’t exclude people; that, 
as a matter of fact, encourages citizens to 
participate. I mean, there’s nothing better 
than having citizens worrying about how 
to conserve assets and resources. 

I signed some legislation earlier this 
month in what they call a supplemental, 
which provides protection for Black Hills 
National Forest of South Dakota. The rea-
son I bring that up is that, slowly but sure-
ly, Members of Congress understand that 
when there’s a problem, we’ve got to deal 
with it. And my attitude is, if—and I recog-
nize the situation is different in Oregon 
than perhaps in South Dakota, but man-
aging the forest isn’t. Good forest policy 
makes sense. And so if it’s good enough 
for South Dakota or part of South Dakota, 
it ought to be good enough for Oregon 
and Arizona and Montana. 

And so I want us to move forward with 
policy. And there’s other ways to make sure 
that the communities are involved. John 
and I were talking about—to make sure 
that any good Federal policy recognizes 
that—I think Ron might have said it—one 
size doesn’t fit all. Obviously, the Oregon 
situation is different from other States. The 
health of the forest isn’t different; it’s the 
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same. But how to make sure we have a 
healthy forest requires input from local 
people. The Congress passed these pilot 
programs that encouraged partnerships of 
nonprofits or local governments or private 
companies to come together to remove 
small trees and brush that fuel dangerous 
fires. That makes sense. 

But I don’t understand why they need 
to be pilot programs. If it makes sense and 
we want to manage our forests, these pilot 
programs ought to be not pilot programs 
but permanent programs all around the 
country, so that we don’t have a century 
of work ahead of us to make our forests 
healthy. We compress that time to a rea-
sonable amount of time so our children 
and grandchildren can have healthy forests, 
and so your children and grandchildren 
aren’t fighting fires all the time. 

I also believe strongly that the 1994 
Northwest Forest Plan made sense. It was 
a plan where people from different con-
stituency groups came together to talk 
about how to, first, make the forests 
healthy. And that is the primary concern 
of this policy or any policy—ought to be 
how to manage our treasure. But at the 
same time, the plan talked about how to 
protect the wildlife habitat found here in 
Oregon, how to make sure that recreational 
areas were in good shape. 

And there was a dividend, by the way, 
to the Northwest plan of 1.1 billion board 
feet taken a year of sustainable timbering, 
and that, of course, is so people can find 
work. And that makes sense to me, particu-
larly in a place and a part of the world 

Remarks in Central Point, Oregon 
August 22, 2002 

Thank you all very much for coming. 
Thanks for—please be seated, unless of 
course you don’t have a chair. [Laughter] 

where people are having trouble finding 
work. 

Good forest policy yield a dividend. They 
yield healthy forests. They yield places 
where people can bring their families. They 
protect the endangered species, but it 
also—one of the dividends is work, where 
people can put food on the table. And 
that’s important. The human condition is 
very important, as far as I’m concerned. 
When somebody is looking for work who 
can’t find work, we need to do something 
about it. 

So I want to thank you all for welcoming 
us here today. This is a classic example 
of what is possible, given what happened 
and what is happening. It is possible to 
have sound forest policy that will protect 
against fire. It’s possible. It is possible for 
us to work together to achieve a good strat-
egy to protect a national treasure. 

My administration looks forward to work-
ing with both Republican and Democrat 
alike to forge the policies to leave behind 
a legacy of healthy forests. 

Thanks for coming. Thank you for your 
concern, your deep concern about this 
beautiful State, this wonderful area. 

May God bless you all, and may God 
bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:50 a.m. fol-
lowing a tour of the Squire Peak fire area. 
In his remarks, he referred to Gov. John 
Kitzhaber of Oregon; Gov. Dirk Kempthorne 
of Idaho; Gov. Judy Martz of Montana; Gov. 
Jane Dee Hull of Arizona; and Ron Wenker, 
district manager, Medford District Bureau of 
Land Management, Medford, OR. 

Thanks for that. Thank you all for such 
a warm welcome. It’s such an honor to 
be here in Jackson County. 

1439 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00288 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.007 193761

Aug. 22 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

I have come for a couple of reasons. 
First, I have come to express our deepest 
condolences for those whose lives have 
been affected by these fires and to thank 
the yellow-shirts, the hard-working fire-
fighters. I appreciate the sacrifice you all 
make to protect your neighbors. One of 
the things you learn growing up in small-
town Texas or small-town Oregon is that 
you learn to be neighborly. And the idea 
of people sacrificing to serve their neigh-
bors is something that makes this country 
great. So I want to thank you all for what 
you do. 

I also want to tell you, our job is to 
make sure we do everything we can to pre-
vent forest fires from happening in the first 
place. That’s one of our responsibilities, and 
that’s why I went up to Jacksonville to talk 
about a policy that is based upon common 
sense. It’s not a political deal. It’s not a 
Republican idea. It’s not a Democrat idea. 
It’s an American idea to preserve our for-
ests so that we can—that’s one of the hur-
dles we’ve got to address here in the coun-
try. That’s one of the challenges we’ve got 
to meet, is how to preserve our national 
treasure. 

We’ve got other challenges. Listen, any-
time anybody who wants to find work, who 
can’t find work, it means we’ve got a prob-
lem. So I want to talk about the job we 
have of making sure we grow our economy, 
so people can work. 

And then what I want to talk about— 
I want to talk about the fact that we’ve 
got another challenge, and that is how best 
to protect our homeland from the killers. 
And I want to tell you how we’re going 
to win the war on terror, and we are going 
to win the war on terror. 

I want to thank members of my adminis-
tration for coming out here. They’re kind 
of used to the West, since they are from 
the West, and that would be the Secretary 
of Agriculture, Ann Veneman, and the Sec-
retary of Interior, Gale Norton. These two 
ladies are doing a fine job, really fine job. 
I’m proud they’re on my team. 

I appreciate so very much Gordon Smith 
for introducing me and being a friend. I’m 
proud of the service that he has given to 
the State of Oregon. He’s a hard-working 
man. He’s a family man. He’s a good, de-
cent citizen. And I want to appreciate— 
and I want to say how much I appreciate 
Senator Ron Wyden for being here as well. 
I think it’s an important gesture to show 
that forest policy can be commonsense pol-
icy. I appreciate you. 

The honorable citizens—and so is your 
Congressman, Greg Walden. [Applause] It 
sounds like they remember you, Greg. 
[Laughter] I remember him, because all 
he does is talk about Oregon. [Laughter] 
I want to thank Governor Judy Martz and 
Governor Jane Dee Hull, Governors from 
Montana and Arizona, for coming. These 
are fine—I wish I could say they were 
here—they came to hear my speech. They 
came to promote good fire policy. They 
got stuck listening to the speech. [Laugh-
ter] But I’m proud to call them friends. 
I had the honor of being a Governor at 
one time, and I knew these two ladies. 
And they’re good ones, and I want to thank 
them for coming. 

I also want to thank the mayor of Central 
Point, Oregon, Bill Walton, for receiving 
me earlier. I want to thank Michael Drap-
er, who is the western director of the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners Union, for being here. You thought 
Michael would have gotten you a better 
seat. [Laughter] But thank you all for com-
ing. I want to thank Nolan Colegrove, who 
is the president of the Intertribal Timber 
Council. He came up from California. I 
had a good visit with him. He’s a good, 
solid thinker and a reasonable fellow. 

I want to thank my friends from the 
Klamath River Basin who are here. I want 
to appreciate your working with us to make 
sure that people who make the living off 
the land had enough water to survive. I 
want to thank the members of the Student 
Conservation Association who are here. 
[Applause] You’d think your relatives would 
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be clapping, too, but—[laughter]—thank 
you for your concern for our environment. 
Thanks for your hard work to put into prac-
tice commonsense policies to preserve the 
forest land. 

I want to introduce Matt Epstein, who 
is here. The reason I bring up Matt is, 
everywhere I go, when I land, I try to 
welcome somebody to—a member of what 
we call the USA Freedom Corps, out at 
Air Force One, to thank them. But it also 
gives me a chance to remind our country 
what a unique land we are. We have people 
who volunteer their time to make their 
communities a better place. 

Matt teaches kids how to read. Matt wor-
ries about those who don’t have enough 
food. Matt also works hard to promote 
good forest management policy. He not 
only does it on his own land, but he pro-
motes good forest policy so people under-
stand the difference between kind of theory 
and good practice. Matt is a citizen who 
cares deeply about the community in which 
he lives. He is a soldier in the army of 
compassion. Matt understands what I know, 
that one person can’t do everything, but 
one person can do something to make the 
community in which we live a better place. 
So it’s my honor to introduce Matt Epstein 
and his wife, Donna. Thank you for com-
ing. Where are you, Matt? There he is. 
Hi, Matt. Hi, Donna. Thank you. 

We’ve got some challenges that face our 
economy; there’s no question about it. I 
mean, the first three quarters of my Presi-
dency, we were in recession. That means 
the economy was going backwards; it was 
negative growth. The next three quarters 
we’ve had positive growth. But about half-
way through that time, the enemy hit us, 
and it affected our economy. And then to 
make the challenge even more, we found 
out some of the folks were cooking the 
books. Some of the people decided that 
in order to get ahead, they wouldn’t tell 
the truth. 

Oh, we’ve had some tough times in our 
economy, and I know you know what I’m 

talking about right here in this part of Or-
egon. Times are tough. But let me tell you 
something, so is America. Our economy has 
strengths to equal those challenges. I mean, 
after all, we’ve got the most productive 
farmers and ranchers in the world. We’ve 
got the most productive workers in the 
world. We’ve got a great climate for small 
businesses, and the entrepreneurial spirit 
is strong in America. 

No, we’ve got the ingredients to over-
come the challenge. But there’s still work 
to do. And let me describe some of the 
work that needs to get done. I believe a 
healthy economy will mean that we work 
to have—in order to have a healthy econ-
omy, we’ve got to have a healthy forest 
policy. I mean, if you have good forest pol-
icy, it will yield to a better economy. After 
all, the fires that have devastated the West 
create a drag on the economy. It costs 
money to fight these fires. It means people 
lose property. There’s opportunity lost. No, 
good forest policy not only is important for 
the preservation and conservation of good 
forests for future generations, it’s good for 
our economy. 

And yet, I think we need to be honest 
with the American people. The forest policy 
of our Government is misguided policy. It 
doesn’t work. We need to thin. We need 
to make our forests healthy by using some 
common sense. We need to understand, if 
you let kindling build up and there’s a 
lightning strike, you’re going to get yourself 
a big fire. That’s what we’ve got to under-
stand. [Laughter] 

We’ve got to understand that it makes 
sense to clear brush. We’ve got to make 
sense—it makes sense to encourage people 
to make sure that the forest not only are 
healthy from disease, but are healthy from 
fire. That’s what we’ve got to do here in 
America. We haven’t done that in the past. 
We just haven’t done it, and we’re now 
paying the price. 

And so we’re going to change the forest 
policy in Washington. And that’s why I’ve 
got my Secretaries here. They know what 
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I know, that we’ve got to change the policy, 
starting with setting priorities, right off the 
bat, about getting after those areas that are 
dangerous, dangerous to communities, dan-
gerous to habitat, dangerous to recreational 
areas. There are some high-priority areas 
that we need to declare emergencies and 
get to thinning now, before it’s too late. 

And we have a problem with the regu-
latory body there in Washington. I mean, 
there’s so many regulations and so much 
redtape that it takes a little bit of effort 
to ball up the efforts to make the forests 
healthy. And plus, there’s just too many 
lawsuits, just endless litigation. We want to 
make sure our citizens have the right to 
the courthouse. People ought to have a 
right to express themselves, no question 
about it. But there’s a fine balance between 
people expressing their selves and their 
opinions and using litigation to keep the 
United States of America from enacting 
commonsense forest policy. 

We’ve made some progress through ad-
ministration action. We can thin on emer-
gency basis, like I just mentioned. We’ll 
speed up the process of developing envi-
ronmental assessments, while considering 
the long-term threat that fire-susceptible 
forests pose to endangered species. We’ll 
make sure that people have their voice, but 
aren’t able to tie it all up. And I need 
to work with Congress, and I need help 
from Congress. And I appreciate Senator 
Smith and Senator Wyden’s willingness to 
do what is right for the people of Oregon. 
They want to work together. 

There’s too much bickering in Wash-
ington. Like, it’s kind of a zero-sum atti-
tude. No, what we need is to understand 
that what I’m talking about makes sense. 
And this isn’t a chance for one political 
party to get an upper hand on another po-
litical party. This is just common sense for 
what’s best for not only the forests and 
the preservation and conservation of forests 
but what’s best for the people who live 
around the forests. That’s what this is. 

People are beginning to get the message. 
I mean, Americans who have no idea what 
good forest policy means are beginning to 
see the fires on TV. It’s a sad way for 
people to learn, but it’s happening, and 
we’re beginning to make some progress. 
There’s some—recently I signed what they 
call a supplemental bill. And in that bill 
there was some—the Black Hills National 
Forest, east of here, got some treatment 
about how to thin, how to make sure that 
that forest was well preserved. My attitude 
is, if it’s good enough for that part of South 
Dakota, it’s good enough for Oregon. 

No, I want our forests healthy, and I 
want our economy healthy. That’s why I 
strongly support the 1994 Northwest Forest 
Plan, a plan which should allow the produc-
tion of a billion board feet of timber per 
year. This is a plan that was a well-thought-
out plan. It’s a plan that was put together 
to protect wildlife habitat, to protect rec-
reational areas. But it’s a plan that’s got 
another dividend, besides a healthy forest. 
It means 100,000 more jobs for people to 
be able to—[applause]. This would be sus-
tainable timber harvesting on a small por-
tion of the forest. The prior administration 
developed and agreed to this plan. I sup-
port the plan. Congress needs to pass the 
laws necessary to implement the plan. 
Good forest policy will be good for the 
economy. Good forest policy will mean we 
will have left a legacy for future genera-
tions. 

You know, I’ll never forget our tax relief 
debate. I remember telling people that 
where I came from, at least the economic 
book that I believe in says, ‘‘If you’ve got 
tough times in your economy, you got to 
let people keep more of their own money.’’ 
Here’s the theory behind that. If you let 
a person keep their own money—and by 
the way, we’re not talking about the Gov-
ernment’s money. When we’re spending 
money, we’re talking about the people’s 
money. If you let somebody keep their own 
money, they’re likely to demand a good 
or a service. And if they demand a good 
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or a service, somebody is likely to produce 
that good or service. And when somebody 
produces a good and service, somebody is 
more likely to find work. And so therefore, 
in the face of this recession, the tax cut 
came at the right time in American eco-
nomic history. 

Now people say, ‘‘Well, you know, it 
didn’t have an effect.’’ Of course it had 
an effect. Let me tell you who it had an 
effect on. It had an effect not only on peo-
ple who pay the bills; it had an effect on 
small-business owners. Seventy percent of 
new job creation in America comes from 
our small-business owners, comes from our 
entrepreneurs. Most of those small busi-
nesses, because they are sole proprietor-
ships or limited partnerships, pay income 
taxes on the personal income tax level. So 
when you drop the income tax rates, really 
what you’re doing is, you’re stimulating job 
creation by putting a shot in the arm to 
the entrepreneurs, the small-business own-
ers of America. 

This tax reform slashed the marriage 
penalty. It makes sense to me that the Tax 
Code ought to encourage marriage, not dis-
courage marriage. After all, families—a 
family unit is the strength of the country. 
And for the sake of the small-business own-
ers and the people who make a living off 
the land, the farmers and ranchers, we put 
the death tax on its way to extinction. But 
the problem is, because of a quirk in the 
nature of the rules, all this comes—it 
doesn’t stay stuck. Let me put it to you 
that way. [Laughter] In other words, it 
comes back into being. The tax rates go 
back up to where they were. The death 
tax isn’t repealed. The marriage penalty 
goes back up to where it is. That’s just 
the nature of how the Senate rules work. 
For the sake of economic growth, for the 
sake of job creation, for the sake of helping 
people stay on their farms and ranches, we 
need to make the tax relief permanent. 

There are too many construction projects 
that aren’t moving forward because the 
project managers can’t find terrorism insur-

ance. There’s too many hardhats not work-
ing in America. There’s over 8 billion 
projects which are not going forward, be-
cause the insurance premiums—they just 
can’t can’t insurance for a potential terrorist 
attack. It makes sense for the Congress to 
act on this. The United States Congress 
ought to provide a floor for terrorism insur-
ance, so we can get our hardhats back to 
working again. But I caution the Congress, 
we need a bill that worries more about 
the workers and not about the trial lawyers 
in America. 

And speaking about trial lawyers, I am 
worried about liability for doctors. I’m wor-
ried about it. And here’s what I’m worried 
about. I’m worried about frivolous and junk 
lawsuits, frivolous and junk lawsuits that are 
making it harder for our citizens to get 
access to health care. That worries me. It 
worries me that frivolous and junk lawsuits 
are running up the cost of medicine, be-
cause make no mistake about it, anytime 
there is these huge settlements that go for-
ward, you pay. 

Now look, I repeat, if somebody gets in-
jured, they ought to have their day in court, 
no question about it. That’s a system that 
I value and a system you value. But these 
frivolous and junk lawsuits are denying peo-
ple who have actually been injured their 
day in court. They’re making it hard to 
find doctors. They’re running up the cost 
of medicine. For the sake of good, quality, 
affordable, and accessible health care, we 
need medical liability reform in Wash-
ington, DC. And we need it now, before 
people lose their doctors in rural America. 

I want to tell you a quick story. I was 
in Mississippi during my so-called vacation. 
I traveled to Mississippi. [Laughter] And 
the—I met a fellow who had—is a religious 
man, and he heard the call of taking his 
practice, his medical practice, into the Mis-
sissippi Delta, which is a poor, poor region 
of America. It’s—a significant percentage 
of the population there is African Amer-
ican. These poor folks need health care. 
And he felt like—that God gave him the 
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talents necessary to be a doctor, and he 
felt like he needed to use those talents 
to help people who could not afford health 
care. But because of the junk lawsuits, they 
ran him out of town; they ran him out 
of the State. I’m going to tell you some-
thing, if you look around rural Oregon, 
you’re going to find the same thing is hap-
pening to you. Now, we need to have com-
monsense reform of our medical liability 
laws, so people can get good health care 
at affordable prices in America. 

I’ve got a piece of legislation which is 
important to job creation here in America 
and that gives me the capacity to negotiate 
trade agreements. I say that’s important. 
I understand there’s some farmers and 
ranchers who don’t believe in trade—and 
I don’t blame you, because you know what, 
you’ve been—always dealt out of the mix. 

But here’s my attitude about this. First 
of all, fortunately, we produce more food 
than we need. Imagine being the head of 
a country where you’re worried about your 
next meal for the American people. We 
produce more food than we need because 
we’re good at what we do. And if you’re 
good at something you do, you ought to 
promote that which we do. We ought to 
be using American food to feed the world. 
We ought to have a President—and I will 
use that tool to open up markets for Or-
egon farm and ranch products. 

In order to make sure the economy 
grows, we need pension protections. Listen, 
we need—if you’re one of these 401(k)s 
with your company stock, you ought to be 
able to diversify after a reasonable period 
of time, so you’re not locked in. And by 
the way, the law that I’m about to describe 
we passed says—that we just passed—says 
that if the boss gets to sell his stock, you 
ought to get to sell yours. There’s some 
commonsense pension—and so I hope 
Congress gets after it when we get back 
and get me a pension bill that will help 
those who have 401(k)s get the best infor-
mation possible, the best investment advice 

possible, so they can better manage their 
accounts. 

And I’ll tell you one other thing that 
we did. I signed the law that was the most 
important corporate reform law since 
Franklin Roosevelt was your President. It 
said this, it said: The books are going to 
be honest; the auditors will be audited; the 
numbers are going to be real; and the 
criminals in America will be punished. 

We’re not going to have this in America, 
where those who should be responsible to 
employees and shareholders feel like they 
can cut corners. When I gave the speech 
about corporate responsibility in New York, 
I said in my speech, the business schools 
in America need to be willing to teach right 
from wrong. And that’s what the cur-
riculum ought to do. And I was working 
the ropeline, and probably one of the hard-
hat types was sitting up there, was sitting 
on the ropeline, said, ‘‘If you want to send 
the right message, if you want to teach 
the lesson, just put a couple of them in 
handcuffs.’’ That’s the best ethics lesson 
that we can have in America. 

America is coming to understand by far 
the vast majority—by far the vast majority 
of our chief executive officers are honor-
able, decent people. They tell the truth. 
They treat their shareholders with respect. 
They care deeply about the plight of their 
employees. But this corporate task force I 
put together is serious business. And we’re 
going to find those who cheat, and we’re 
going to prosecute them, and they’re going 
to find out that, instead of easy money, 
they’ve got hard time ahead of them. 

We’re making progress on the economic 
front. After all, the conditions are right for 
growth. I want you to think about this: 
Inflation is low; interest rates are low; pro-
ductivity is up; consumer spending is 
strong. We’ve got the capacity to trade 
more. We’ve got the ingredients for growth. 
We’ve got some hurdles to cross, but you 
just need to know, I’m not going to rest 
until people who want to find work are 
able to find a job. 
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I also want you to know, I’m not going 
to rest until this homeland is secure. 
There’s an enemy out there; there just is. 
The way I like to put it to kids who write 
letters in or ask the question—I hope you 
share this with them—is that people hate 
us because we love freedom. People—it’s 
hard for people to understand, particularly 
youngsters, why anybody would attack us 
the way they did, or would want to con-
tinue to attack us. But you’ve got to tell 
them that your great country stands for 
something that they can’t stand, which is 
every life matters. Every individual counts. 
Every person has got worth, and we love 
freedom in America. 

The more we value the ability to worship 
God the way we see fit, the more they 
hate us. The more we honor church and 
synagogue and mosque, the more they hate 
us. The more we speak our mind freely, 
the more they hate us. The more free our 
press is, the more they hate us. And there-
fore, since we’re not going to yield to our 
freedoms, since we’re not going to yield 
the values we hold dear, we’ve got to do 
everything we can to defend the homeland. 

There are a lot of people working over-
time to protect America. Every time we 
get a hint, we’re moving on it. There’s a 
lot of good people at the Federal level, 
the State level, and the local level running 
down every kind of lead, every kind of pos-
sibility. We take everything seriously here 
in America, because we now understand 
that there’s an enemy out there. 

And that’s why I asked Congress to work 
with me to make sure that at the Federal 
level, and eventually at the State and local 
level, we do everything we can to protect 
the homeland. I proposed a Department 
of Homeland Security. Look, I didn’t run 
for office saying, ‘‘Vote for me. The Gov-
ernment is going to be bigger.’’ That wasn’t 
my promise. I did say, ‘‘I’ll try to make 
it better.’’ And I’m concerned by the fact 
that there’s over 100 agencies involved with 
homeland security. They’re scattered every-
where in Washington, which makes it aw-

fully hard to hold anybody to account. The 
number one—my number one goal and my 
number one job now is to protect the 
homeland from the enemy; and therefore, 
I ought to have the tools necessary to do 
so, and that starts with the Department 
of Homeland Security. 

And we’re making some pretty good 
progress on it, but I need the tools, and 
so does my Secretary need the tools, to 
be able to move the right people at the 
right place at the right time, to respond 
to any threat. And unfortunately, that’s not 
the way the Senate bill looks right now. 
You see, some Senators are more worried 
about their own turf than they are pro-
tecting the American people. I am not 
going to accept a homeland security bill 
that has a book that thick trying to micro-
manage the Department, when all I’m ask-
ing for is the same flexibility that they’ve 
given other Presidents and that they’ve 
given to manage the airports. All I want 
to do is to be able to respond. I’m not 
interested in redtape. I’m not interested in 
micromanagement. I’m interested in doing 
what’s right for the American people. 

And let me give you just one example. 
Let me just give you one example. It’s im-
portant for us in America to know who’s 
coming in the country, what they’re bring-
ing into the country, and whether or not 
they’re leaving when they say they’re going 
to leave. That’s really important for us to 
know. And yet when you go down there 
on the border, in my part of the world, 
you’ve got one uniform in the Border Pa-
trol; then you’ve got the INS; then you’ve 
got your Customs. It seems like, to me, 
that we need the flexibility necessary to 
meld those agencies together, to be able 
to transfer people around, to be able to 
better protect our border for the sake of 
the homeland security of the United States 
of America. 

So there’s a lot of good people working 
hard; there really are. And I’m proud of 
them. And I’m proud to report to you that 
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our FBI and CIA are talking. I mean, peo-
ple are buttoned up. They understand the 
job. They know the priority. They under-
stand. And that’s good. But you’ve got to 
know how I think. The best way to secure 
the homeland is to hunt the killers down 
one by one, and that’s what we’re going 
to do. 

It’s a different kind of war we face here 
in America. It’s not like the old days where 
you could measure the size of the enemy 
by the number of tanks he had or the num-
ber of airplanes they were flying. You can’t 
measure progress by which hedgerow we’ve 
taken. This is a different kind of war. This 
is a war where we face coldblooded kill-
ers—that’s all they are—who hide in caves 
and send youngsters to their death. They 
hide in a cave, and they send some poor, 
unsuspecting soul to their death. There is 
no cave deep enough, however—there’s no 
cave where they can hide from—you see, 
when it comes to defending freedom, this 
great Nation is relentless and patient and 
tough. Anytime—anybody who wants to 
take away something we hold dear is going 
to find out what this country is made out 
of. 

I can’t imagine what was going through 
their mind. I can’t imagine what was going 
through their mind. They must have 
thought that we were so self-absorbed and 
so materialistic and so worried about our 
own well-being, so selfish, that after Sep-
tember the 11th, we might file a lawsuit 
or two. [Laughter] But that’s about all we 
would do. 

No, they learned something about Amer-
ica and our character. They learned that 
not only do we have a fabulous military; 
they’re learning firsthand, when we say 
something, we mean it. And when I say, 
‘‘If you harbor a terrorist, you’re just as 
guilty as the terrorists,’’ I mean it. 

And the Taliban knows what we mean. 
The Taliban, one of the most barbaric 
group of people that modern history has 
seen, found out that the United States 
sticks by its words. I want you to tell your 

kids this about us, that we went into that 
country not to conquer anybody but to lib-
erate—that’s why we went—and that for 
the first time, many young girls go to 
school, thanks to the United States and our 
friends and allies. No, by kicking out the 
Taliban, we recognized that each person 
has worth, that each person matters. 

We’ve got work to do, and that’s why 
I submitted a significant increase in our 
budget, our defense budget, the biggest in-
crease since Ronald Reagan was the Presi-
dent. I did so because I wanted to send 
a message, loud and clear—first—and that 
is, anytime we cement—put our troops in 
harm’s way, they deserve the best equip-
ment, the best training, and the best pos-
sible pay. 

And the second reason I did it is because 
I want to send a message to our friends 
and allies and to the enemy that we’re not 
quitting. There’s not a calendar on my desk 
that says by such-and-such a date this ends. 
That’s not the way I think. That’s not the 
way—it doesn’t matter how long it takes, 
as far as I’m concerned, and we owe it 
to our children and our grandchildren to 
be tough and resolved and to be smart 
about how we conduct this war. This is 
the kind of war where sometimes you’ll see 
us move, and sometimes you won’t. I mean, 
it’s the kind of war where we can be just 
as effective cutting off their money as it 
is hauling them in. 

And speaking about hauling them in, the 
United States and our coalition and friends 
have pulled in over a couple of thousand 
of them. And there’s another couple of 
thousand that weren’t quite so lucky. You’ll 
see some action in Afghanistan, because 
there’s still some spots where they feel like 
they can bunch up. But we’ve got some 
brave souls on the ground there, chasing 
them down. They may try to light, like they 
did in the Philippines. And I want to thank 
President Gloria Arroyo. She heard the 
message, ‘‘Either you’re with us, or you’re 
with the enemy,’’ and she responded. She 
asked for help. We provided help, but her 
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troops were the ones that got this guy that 
was running what they call Abu Sayyaf, the 
person who killed—kidnaped two brave 
Americans, the Burnhams. 

We’re going to make sure that Yemen 
continues to remain strong and is not a 
place where people get to light. I mean, 
we are—we’re running a vast coalition that 
loves freedom. And it’s going to take a 
while; it will. And you’ve also got to know 
that it’s very important for us not to allow 
the world’s worst leaders to develop and 
hold and use the world’s worst weapons 
to blackmail us or our friends. 

But we’re making progress; we are, slow-
ly but surely. And that’s the kind of war 
this is. It’s a slowly but surely war. We’re 
making progress so that our—so we’ll be 
free. See, here’s how I view what happened 
on September the 11th. I view it as an 
unbelievable national tragedy. But because 
I know the American people so well, I 
know our character and our strength, out 
of the evil done to America will come some 
good. That’s what I believe. I believe that, 
if we remain strong and steadfast and re-
solved in our war against terror and terror-
ists, we can achieve peace. 

I want you to tell your youngsters at 
home that my dream is peace. I want them 
to grow up in a peaceful world, in a peace-
ful society. It’s not only them, but it’s any 
child in any country, anywhere—needs to 
grow up in a peaceful world. And the 
United States can lead the world to peace. 
I believe we can achieve peace in parts 
of the world where people have given up 
hope on peace. That’s what I believe. I 
believe, by leading this coalition of freedom 
nations, we can achieve peace. There will 
be some steep hills to climb. There will 
be some sacrifices made. But we can 
achieve peace. 

And here at home, we can achieve a 
better society. The good that can come out 
of the evil done to us is good that comes 
when people have taken a step back and 
said: ‘‘What does it take to make my soci-
ety, my country a better place?’’ 

People ask me, how can they help in 
the war against terror? My answer is, love 
a neighbor like you’d like to be loved your-
self. If you want to fight evil, do some 
good. And there are a lot of Americans 
who hear that call. It’s not my call. They’ve 
heard that call long before I was President. 
Some are hearing it for the first time, but 
they’re hearing the call—that if you want 
to fight evil, you do some good. It’s just 
acts of kindness and decency which will 
change our country one soul at a time. 

Listen, there are some pockets of despair 
and hopelessness and poverty and addiction 
in America. If one of us suffers, we all 
suffer. Out of the evil done to America 
can come some incredible good, as good, 
solid, decent, loving Americans decide to 
mentor a child, to teach a child to read, 
for example, or to go to a shut-in and just 
simply say ‘‘I love you’’ on a regular basis. 
‘‘What can I do to make your day bright-
er?’’ It will happen when people under-
stand their most important responsibility is 
to love their children with all their heart 
and all their soul. 

No, this culture of service, this culture 
of serving something greater than yourself 
in life, is becoming real in America. People 
understand being a patriot is more than 
simply putting your heart and saying the 
Pledge of Allegiance to ‘‘one Nation under 
God.’’ They also understand that being a 
patriot means to love somebody, to help 
somebody in need, to provide food where 
there’s hunger and shelter where somebody 
needs a house and housing. That’s what 
it means; that’s what it means to be a pa-
triot. 

No, the enemy thought they were hitting 
a weak nation, but instead they’ve awak-
ened a great compassionate spirit in Amer-
ica. This sense of sacrifice was defined most 
clearly to me, and I think it will be to 
others who study the history of this period, 
was on Flight 93. Here were people flying 
across the country. They realized their 
plane was being used as a weapon. History 
will show that they said a prayer; they told 
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their loved ones goodbye. One guy said, 
‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They drove the plane in the 
ground to serve something greater than 
themselves. Every life in America matters. 

It’s this sense of service, this sense of 
understanding there’s something greater 
than ourselves in life, this sense of working 
to make America the very best it can be 
allows me to say with certainty that out 
of the evil done to America will come in-
credible good, because this is the finest 

Nation, full of the finest people on the 
face of the Earth. 

May God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:54 p.m. at 
the Compton Arena. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Matt Epstein, Jackson County 
chapter president and State board represent-
ative, Oregon Small Woodlands Association; 
and President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo of 
the Philippines. 

Remarks at a Reception for Senator Gordon Smith in Portland, Oregon 
August 22, 2002 

Thank you all very much. It’s great to 
be back in this beautiful State. I am hon-
ored to end my day here in Oregon by 
urging the people of this State, the good 
people of this State, to send this good man, 
Gordon Smith, back to the United States 
Senate. 

And I want to thank you all for helping 
him. I want to thank you for what you’ve 
done, and I want to thank you for what 
you’re fixing to do, which is to turn out 
the vote, which is to go to your coffee 
shops, if you live in rural Oregon, go to 
your places of worship, go to your commu-
nity centers, and remind the people of this 
State that you’ve got a good, honorable, 
decent man in Gordon Smith. 

Not only do you have an honorable, de-
cent man, you’ve got an independent think-
er who always has Oregon on his mind. 
I know because I talk to him all the time. 
He’s reminding me about the good people 
of this State and the need to have common-
sense policy. 

I also appreciate the fact that he loves 
his family. He’s got his priorities straight— 
his faith and his family. And I am so hon-
ored that Sharon Smith is with us today. 
And I want to thank Sharon for coming, 
and I want to thank Sharon for—there she 

is. Gordon and I, we both married above 
ourselves. [Laughter] 

I talked to Laura today. She sent her 
very best to the Smiths. And she’s not here. 
She’s in Crawford, but she had just come 
from Leander, Texas, where they paid her 
the high honor of naming an elementary 
school the Laura Welch Bush Elementary 
School. You know, when I married her, she 
was a public school librarian. And the truth 
of the matter is, she didn’t particularly care 
for politics, nor politicians. [Laughter] Then 
she got stuck with one. [Laughter] She’s 
doing a great job. In the face of crisis, 
she was calm. In the—when there needed 
to be love, she provided love. And I’m real-
ly, really proud of the job she is doing 
as the First Lady of the country. 

Traveling with me today to emphasize 
that my words on the—up on the Hill were 
more than just words, that I intend to get 
something done, were two members of my 
Cabinet: Gale Norton, who is the head of 
the Department of the Interior, and Ann 
Veneman, who is the Secretary of Agri-
culture. And I want to thank them for com-
ing. These are two fine, fine ladies who 
are doing a fantastic job. I’ve given them 
big responsibilities. 

And it might be noted that I wasn’t 
speaking a foreign language today, as far 
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as they’re concerned—they’re both from 
the West. [Laughter] They both have a 
Western attitude about things. 

I appreciate Congressman Greg Walden 
for being here as well. I don’t know if— 
all I can see is a hand and a shining head. 
[Laughter] But Walden is a good man. He’s 
doing a fabulous job as a Congressman. 
He represents the Klamath Basin well. He 
represents the rural parts of your State. 
He understands resource management. 
He’s a good fellow, and I just hope and 
feel good about the fact that his district 
will send him back to Washington, as they 
send Senator Smith back to Washington. 

I’m very much honored to be here with 
the next Governor of the State of Oregon, 
Kevin Mannix, and his wife, Susanna. 
Thank you all for coming. 

Finally, I’m so grateful that Senator Mark 
Hatfield and Antoinette are here. They’re 
great friends of my mother and dad. They 
brought a lot of class—they’re really classy 
people, and he set a fine example for future 
Senators, an example which Gordon Smith 
is following very closely. I like Gordon’s 
attitude a lot. You see, he went to Wash-
ington to try to get things done, as opposed 
to pick fights. There’s an attitude there in 
that town that zero-sum politics is the best 
for the country. That’s not the way Gordon 
thinks, nor do I think, for that matter. 

I think it’s important for the people of 
Portland to know that he goes there with 
not a political party in mind but with the 
people of Oregon in mind. That’s what he 
goes to do. He goes to solve problems. 
He sees problems, and he tries to come 
up with commonsense solutions to solve 
those problems. And he’s willing to work 
with his counterpart, who happens to be 
a Democrat. I saw them working together 
today. I saw their conversation and their 
discussion. It wasn’t about how we can one-
up each other; it was how best to work 
together to help Oregon. And that im-
presses me a lot. I hope it impresses the 
voters of this State. That’s the kind of tone 

and attitude we need in our Nation’s Cap-
ital. 

Today I was with a man who I believe 
is a true champion of the environment, and 
that’s Gordon Smith. He understands that 
we can be stewards of the land, that we 
can put policies in place that will benefit 
the environment, and at the same time 
benefit people. And that’s really important. 

I went up on the mountain today, in 
the midst of a burn, to talk about how 
best to prevent those burns from happening 
in the first place, how to put in place com-
monsense policy that says, if you let the 
forests develop kindling, nature may just 
cause them to burst into massive flames. 
So instead of allowing the kindling to build 
up, why don’t we thin the forests? Why 
don’t we manage the forests? Why don’t 
we use our God-given talents and our tech-
nology to manage the forests, so that the 
forests are healthy for generations to come? 
That’s common sense. 

It’s a logical approach. It’s a logical ap-
proach to preserving an incredibly impor-
tant treasure. And at the same time, when 
we do it right, it will mean people are 
going to be able to find work. It will mean 
people are going to be able to put food 
on the table, which is a vital concern of 
Gordon’s, and it’s a vital concern of mine. 
Listen, anytime somebody who wants to 
work can’t find work, we’ve got a problem, 
and we’ve got to deal with it in a way— 
this is a problem, and our job is to come 
up with solutions to solve the problems. 

You know, part of the reason why we 
can’t get some commonsense forest man-
agement policies done is because there’s 
too much redtape; there just is. There’s 
too many rules and regulations all bound 
up to make sure nothing positive happens, 
it seems like to me. So I talked to our 
Cabinet Secretaries, and we’re going to do 
everything we can, administratively, to cut 
through the redtape. And there’s some 
things we can do. We can set priorities. 
We can declare emergencies. We can get 
moving on a policy that makes sense for 
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Oregon and for America. We’ve got a proc-
ess now that allows people to tie up good 
policy in appeal after appeal after appeal. 
Listen, let me make this clear to everybody: 
We want people to be able to express their 
opinion. That’s important. That’s a great 
thing about America. People ought to be 
allowed to give their opinions on a subject. 
But they not—ought not to use that privi-
lege to tie up good, commonsense practice 
forever, so nothing gets done except the 
forests are burning. 

And Gordon’s an easy man to work with 
on this topic, because he understands. And 
I appreciate his efforts, and I appreciate 
him constantly educating, not only me but 
others in Congress, about how best to make 
sure that the Oregon forests are healthy 
and people can find work at the same time. 

No, he’s got a good approach to Govern-
ment. He also cares deeply about edu-
cation, and so do I. We had a fantastic 
discussion today, by the way, with people 
from all around your State, people who 
came in—the mayor of Salem and this busi-
ness lady and this educator. And one of 
the things that became clear is that the 
people who have got responsibility in your 
State understand the importance of edu-
cation. 

We passed a good bill out of the Senate 
and the House that Gordon supported. It’s 
a bill that says that we believe in high 
standards for every child. See, if you be-
lieve that certain kids can’t learn—in other 
words, if you have low standards—that’s the 
kind of results you’re going to get. You’re 
going to get results in which children don’t 
learn. In other words, if you think in your 
mind that there are certain children who 
can’t learn, the system will make sure they 
don’t. In other words, low standards yields 
low results. 

Gordon and I understand we’ve got to 
set high standards, and we did. We also 
trust the local people to chart the path 
for excellence for every child in the State. 
We worked together to make sure we 
passed power out of Washington. One size 

does not fit all when it comes to public 
education. 

But there’s one other thing in part of 
the bill that I’m just insistent upon. It 
makes eminent sense. See, if you believe 
every child can learn, therefore you’ve got 
to measure whether every child is learning. 
So in return for Federal dollars, we just 
said, ‘‘Show us. Please show us whether 
or not children are learning to read and 
write and add and subtract. That’s all 
you’ve got to do. You accept a lot of Fed-
eral money for title I students; just show 
us they’re learning. See, we believe they 
can. All you’ve got to do is show us.’’ And 
if they’re not, then change. We cannot 
allow our children to be stuck in schools 
that will not teach and will not change. 

I want to thank Gordon for his work 
on Medicare. He’s a leader on Medicare. 
He knows what I know. The Medicare sys-
tem is an important system, but it’s anti-
quated. It’s old. Medicine has advanced; 
Medicare hasn’t. As a matter of fact, in 
order to get prescription drugs available for 
seniors, it requires an act of Congress. 
[Laughter] It is so old, it requires Congress 
to pass a law. That’s an old system. We 
need a system that adjusts to the needs 
of each senior. And our Medicare ought 
to include prescription drugs for our sen-
iors. It’s modern medicine. We want to 
modernize the system, and Gordon Smith 
is one of the leaders in the United States 
Senate on making sure Medicare is mod-
ernized. And I want to thank him for his 
leadership. 

Gordon mentioned we’ve got some chal-
lenges, and we do. One of the challenges 
was the fact that there was a recession. 
It turns out, when you look at the facts 
and the history, when I got sworn in and 
Dick Cheney got sworn in, the country was 
in a recession. We had three quarters of 
negative growth. And he and I agree—and 
thankfully, he was in the Senate at this 
point in time—that the best way to help 
a country recover from a recession is to 
let people keep more of their own money. 
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You see, I admit that’s a philosophy that 
frightens some in Washington because they 
seem to forget whose money it is we spend. 
Some of them think it’s the Government’s 
money. It’s not the Government’s money 
that we spend; it’s the people’s money. 

We understand the textbook—this part 
of the economic textbook that said, if you 
let people keep more of their own money, 
they will demand a good or a service. And 
if they demand a good or a service, some-
body’s going to produce the good and serv-
ice. And when somebody produces the 
good or service, somebody is more likely 
to find work. The tax cuts that Gordon 
Smith fought for in the Senate came at 
the right time in American history, and now 
what we need to do in order to make sure 
the entrepreneurial spirit is vibrant is to 
make the tax cuts permanent. 

You ask, ‘‘Why aren’t they permanent?’’ 
And that’s because of a quirk in the laws, 
in the rules of the Senate. This is one of 
these deals where we slash the marriage 
penalty. We put the death tax, thankfully, 
on the way to extinction. We cut marginal 
rates, which, by the way, benefits small 
businesses. Most small businesses are sole 
proprietorships or limited partnerships, and 
when you cut individual income tax rates, 
you provide more capital in the sector of 
our economy that creates more new jobs, 
and that’s small businesses. 

But unfortunately, the law is such that 
it all comes back after 10 years. It’s kind 
of hard for me to explain to people in 
the Crawford coffee shop, but that’s just 
the way it is. That’s just the way it is. 
So, imagine the farmer or the rancher 
who’s worried about inheritance tax driving 
him off the land. They start planning for 
this new inheritance, death tax repeal, and 
all of a sudden, it comes back into being. 
It means it creates uncertainty. And people 
need certainty when it comes to job cre-
ation and certainty when it comes to estate 
planning and certainty when it comes to 
their farms and ranches. For the sake of 
economic vitality, these need to be perma-

nent, and we need to get rid of the death 
tax forever. 

We’re taking aggressive steps to create 
an environment in which businesses grow. 
That’s a difference of philosophy. See, 
some think Government create wealth. We 
don’t think that. We think the role of Gov-
ernment is to create an environment in 
which the entrepreneurial spirit flourishes. 
One way to encourage the entrepreneurial 
spirit and to create jobs here in the North-
west is to aggressively seek markets for 
products manufactured and/or grown in this 
part of the world. 

Thankfully—and Gordon was a part of 
this—I was able to get trade promotion 
authority. It’s an authority that had lapsed 
for a long period of time, and we fought 
for it and got it done. And now I want 
to assure you, I’m aggressive—going to ag-
gressively promote U.S. and Oregon prod-
ucts in markets all around the world, for 
the good of our workers, for the good of 
people who work. 

And finally, we’re making progress on 
one of the drags in our economy. We had 
some citizens in our country who decided 
that they were going to cook the books. 
We had some citizens who did not uphold 
their responsibilities as leaders; that they— 
that they were—didn’t uphold their calling 
to employee and shareholder alike. They 
tried to cut corners. I signed the most com-
prehensive corporate reform law since 
Franklin Roosevelt was the President. And 
you just need to know that I got a Cor-
porate Fraud Task Force in place that’s 
going to hunt these cheaters down and 
bring them to justice, for the good of this 
economy. 

By far the vast, vast majority of our fel-
low citizens uphold their responsibilities. 
They’re honest people. Their numbers are 
honest. But we’re going to audit the audi-
tors, and we’re going to make sure the 
numbers are real, for the sake of economic 
vitality. That’s what’s going to happen here 
in America. 
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I’ve also got a big job besides worrying 
about people working, and that is to make 
sure the homeland is secure. As a matter 
of fact, that is my most important job— 
is to make sure an enemy which hates free-
dom, which hates America because we love 
freedom, doesn’t hit us again. And we’re 
making progress. We are. We’ve got a lot 
of people working hard. Anytime we get 
a hint of—that somebody might do some-
thing to us, we’re moving. We’ve got people 
working overtime to secure the homeland. 
It’s not only people at the Federal level, 
but it’s people at the State and local level, 
for which I am most grateful, and I know 
you are as well. 

But as—last fall and the winter I began 
to think about how best to enable not only 
this administration but future administra-
tions to do what’s going to need to be 
done, which is to secure America. I realized 
there were over 100 agencies—over 100 
agencies—involved in one way or another 
with homeland security. For those of you 
who tried to manage something, if there’s 
100 agencies scattered around with dif-
ferent bosses, different cultures, different 
priorities, it’s hard to really bring to ac-
count; it’s hard to set the priorities. 

So I said, ‘‘Well, why don’t we have a 
Department of Homeland Security?’’ I pro-
posed a new Cabinet officer that would 
take different agencies involved with home-
land security and put them under one um-
brella, so that we can have as the number 
one priority of these folks protecting you. 
It ought to be the number one priority. 
If it’s our number one goal, it ought to 
be the number one priority of every agency 
in Washington, DC. So I’ve asked Congress 
to act. 

The House passed a pretty good piece 
of legislation. The Senate is now involved 
with the bill. I’ve got great support from 
Gordon Smith. However, the Senate must 
know loud and clear, I’m not going to ac-
cept a bill which is more concerned about 
special interests in Washington than the 
people or more concerned about their own 

turf than the protection of the American 
people. We want a bill—I need a bill that 
allows me to move the right people to the 
right place at the right time, in order to 
protect America, not a bill which tries to 
micromanage the process for the sake of 
special interests that are lodged in Wash-
ington, DC. I’m confident that Gordon un-
derstands this. I look forward to working 
with him to get a good piece of homeland 
security legislation to my desk as soon as 
they return from their August respites. 

Now, having said that—[laughter]—hav-
ing said that, you’ve got to know that the 
best way to protect the homeland, the best 
way to secure freedom for the long term 
is to hunt the killers down, one person 
at a time, and bring them to justice. And 
that is what we’re doing. And that is what 
we’ll continue to do. And we’re making 
some progress. 

We put this coalition together, and as 
you recall, I said, ‘‘You’re either with us, 
or you’re with them.’’ A lot of people chose 
to be with us. And I meant it. I still mean 
it. I still remind people that that’s part of 
the doctrine of the first war of the 21st 
century. And we’ve got a coalition together 
that is working hard. We’re sharing intel-
ligence like never before. We’re disrupting 
finances. This is an incredibly important 
part of this new type of war we fight. If 
we can deny the killers money, it makes 
it harder for them to move and plan and 
plot. 

We’re arresting people. I bet you we’ve 
hauled in over 2,500 folks so far, not only 
just America but other countries that are— 
have heard the call. By the way, about 
equal the number have not been quite so 
lucky. So we’re making progress. [Laughter] 
But we’ve got a lot of work to do. You 
just need to know, we’ve got a lot of work 
to do. They’re still out there. They still 
hate. They don’t value life like we value 
life—every life precious to America, to our 
culture. That’s not the way they think. 
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And so, so long as I’m the President, 
I’m going to commit our resources, the re-
sources necessary to defend our freedom. 
That’s why I’ve asked for the largest in-
crease in defense spending since Ronald 
Reagan was the President. I want our 
troops well paid and well trained. Anytime 
we commit somebody into harm’s way, they 
deserve the absolute best from our Govern-
ment. 

And I want the message to go to friend 
and foe alike: We’re in this deal for the 
long haul. See, this is our freedom at stake. 
History has called this Nation into action. 
History has put the spotlight on the great 
beacon of freedom, and we’re not going 
to blink. We’re going to be a steady, pa-
tient, determined nation, doing what it 
takes to not only secure the future for our 
own children but the future for other coun-
tries’ children. We cannot let terrorists get 
the upper hand, and we won’t. And I want 
you to know—and that by being steadfast 
and resolved and, by the way, making it 
clear the difference between good and the 
difference between evil, by making it clear 
we will not let the world’s worst leaders 
develop and possibly deploy the world’s 
worst weapons, to try to blackmail America 
and our friends and allies, by being stead-
fast and strong, I believe we’re going to 
achieve peace. 

And that’s one of the great ironies for 
the enemy. See, they didn’t realize who 
they were hitting. They thought we were 
weak and self-absorbed and materialistic 
and shallow, and that all we’d do maybe 
is file a lawsuit or two—[laughter]—but 
that’s all we would do. That’s what they 
probably thought. Instead, they found out 
that this is a nation that is strong and good 
and decent and that we’re a nation that 
refuses to be cowed by a few killers. People 
that hide in caves and send youngsters to 
their death, that doesn’t impress us at all. 
All that does is make us want to get into 
the cave with them and bring them out— 
that’s what that does. 

They didn’t understand that when it 
comes to defending our freedoms, we’ll do 
what it takes, because we love freedom. 
We love the idea of people being able to 
worship freely. But see, what they really 
didn’t understand is that—they didn’t un-
derstand that we are determined to achieve 
peace. That’s the goal. I want our children 
to grow up in a peaceful world. We might 
have to cross some hurdles before we get 
there, but that’s where we’re headed, for 
a peaceful world. I believe that as we re-
main strong and dedicated to fighting ter-
ror, that we can achieve peace not only 
for our own people but peace in parts of 
the world that might have quit on peace. 
See, I believe we can achieve peace in the 
Middle East or in South Asia. 

No, I think there’s going to be incredible 
good that has come out of the evil done 
to America, not only abroad but here at 
home as well. People say, ‘‘Well, Mr. Presi-
dent, I want to be a part of the war on 
terror. What can I do?’’ And my answer 
is, love a neighbor just like you’d like to 
be loved yourself. If you want to fight evil, 
do some good. It is the gathering momen-
tum of millions of acts of kindness and 
decency which define the true character 
of America. You see, it’s when you go— 
it’s when somebody mentors a child, when 
somebody says ‘‘I love you’’ to somebody 
who is wondering if love is possible. That’s 
part of being a part of defining America. 
It’s going to a shut-in’s house and saying, 
‘‘What can I do to help you today?’’ It’s 
the simple act of loving your child every 
day. It’s all part of the goodness that will 
come out of America. 

You see, there are pockets of despair in 
this country, and so long as one of us hurts, 
all of us hurts. But people in this country 
are beginning to understand that by serving 
something greater than yourself—they un-
derstand that one of us can’t do everything, 
but one of us can do something to help 
change America, one conscience, one soul, 
one person at a time. 
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No, the enemy hit us. The enemy hit 
us. But out of the evil done to America 
is going to come not only a more peaceful 
world but a more passionate America, be-
cause Americans are understanding that the 
true definition of patriotism is not only to 
support a great military, but a definition 
of patriotism is to serve something greater 
than yourself, is to love your neighbor just 
like you’d like to be loved yourself. 

That’s what’s happening in this great Na-
tion. I confidently and boldly predict that 
America will be a better country as a result 
of what was done to us, because we’re a 

country full of the most decent, compas-
sionate, strong, honorable people on the 
face of the Earth. 

Thank you all for coming. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:15 p.m. in 
the Pavilion Ballroom at the Hilton Portland 
and Executive Tower Hotel. In his remarks, 
he referred to Sharon Smith, wife of Senator 
Gordon Smith; Oregon gubernatorial can-
didate Kevin Mannix; Antoinette Hatfield, 
wife of former Senator Mark Hatfield; and 
Mayor Michael E. Swaim of Salem, OR. 

Remarks to the Community in Stockton, California 
August 23, 2002 

The President. Thank you all. I’m glad 
I came, and thank you all for coming. I’m 
honored to be here in the great city of 
Stockton, California. I appreciate you com-
ing to give me a chance to share with you 
some of my thoughts and concerns and 
hopes about our great Nation. I appreciate 
you being here. 

I want to thank the mayor. My only re-
gret is the mayor didn’t take me down to 
Billy Hebert Field to see the team play. 
[Laughter] I’m a baseball guy. [Laughter] 

I want to thank so very much the mem-
bers of the congressional delegation who 
met me at Air Force One. I appreciate 
the hard work of Richard Pombo, who rep-
resents this district. I was so pleased that 
he found a tie for this occasion. [Laughter] 
Doug Ose from the next congressional dis-
trict is here with us. Doug, thank you for 
coming. These are two fine Members of 
the United States Congress with whom I 
have good working relations, people with 
whom I can work to do what’s right for 
the American people. 

I picked—I picked a fine Cabinet. You 
need to judge a President based upon the 
people who he listens to. I listen to some 

mighty fine people; I really do. I’ve got 
great advice, not only in the national secu-
rity side but also on the domestic side of 
my job. And I picked my neighbor, some-
body from Compton, to serve in an incred-
ibly important position, particularly for the 
folks in this part of the world, and that 
is to serve as our Secretary of Agriculture. 
Ann Veneman is doing a fabulous job. 

Mr. Mayor, thank you very much for 
helping put on this occasion. I particularly 
want to thank the Greater Stockton Cham-
ber of Commerce for their hard work in 
getting this all ready and inviting people 
to come. 

There’s one friend I’ve got here that I’ve 
got to say something about. He’s a great 
citizen from Stockton. He’s been a longtime 
friend of mine and my family’s, and that’s, 
of course, Alex Spanos. I like to be around 
optimistic people. It’s important to stay in 
touch with those folks who are optimistic. 
Once again he has told me that the San 
Diego Chargers are going to win the Super 
Bowl. [Laughter] 

Audience member. ——Super Bowl one 
last time—— 
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The President. That’s right. [Laughter] 
And once again, he believes it. [Laughter] 

Today, at Air Force One, I met Malikah 
Rashied. Where is Malikah? Where is she? 
Oh, there she is. Thank you, Malikah. She 
is a Freedom Corps volunteer. She volun-
teers for the country. In this case, she 
works for the California Conservation 
Corps, assisting in fire prevention cleanup 
projects, in cleanup projects. We need, by 
the way, to have a forest policy that—[ap-
plause]. 

I mention her because I want people 
to understand that I understand the true 
strength of America. It is not in the halls 
of our governments but in the hearts of 
our people. And there are people like her 
all across the country who are willing to 
try to make the communities in which they 
live a better place for all of us. I appreciate 
your service. 

I also appreciate you working on fire pre-
vention. And that’s something the Federal 
Government needs to work on. Listen, we 
cannot allow our forests to become places 
where kindling piles up. It doesn’t make 
any sense to me to fly over these huge 
fires that are consuming much of the West 
and realize our forest policy encourages— 
doesn’t prevent, doesn’t work to make the 
forest healthier and safer. The forest—the 
hands-off forest policy proposed by well-
meaning people has failed, and now we 
need to do something about it. 

We’ve got a lot to do in this country. 
We really do. We’ve got some big hurdles, 
big challenges ahead of us. One of the 
things I’ve found in Washington is if we 
can get rid of all the politics and get people 
thinking about what’s important for the Na-
tion, we can get some things done. We 
really can. 

Oh, I know we’ll never get rid of all 
the politics. But at least we can get people 
thinking and setting the right priorities on 
behalf of the American people. That’s the 
most—one of my most important jobs, and 
we’re making some progress. If you look 
at the record, when people decide to come 

together, we’re doing some things right for 
the American people, starting with making 
sure the funding priorities of the Govern-
ment is to win the war on terror. 

A new priority has been to help secure 
the homeland by working with our brave 
first-responders, the police, the fire, the 
EMS teams all around the country, those 
who work hard here in Stockton and all 
around America. It’s been a priority of 
ours, and both Republicans and Democrats 
have come together to fund that priority 
for the good of the country. 

I proposed some tough new standards 
on—for corporate reform. Like you all, I 
took a look out there and saw a problem. 
And the problem was, we had some folks 
who were trying to fudge the numbers. We 
had some people who decided they weren’t 
going to tell the truth when it came to 
their assets and liabilities, to the detriment 
of not only shareholder and employee but 
to the country itself. 

You see, a few—a few began to shatter 
the confidence of the American people. 
And so we decided to do something about 
it. Republicans and Democrats came to-
gether. I was honored and proud to sign 
the most comprehensive corporate reforms 
since Franklin Roosevelt was the President. 
This wasn’t a Republican idea. It wasn’t 
a Democrat idea. It’s an American idea to 
hold people responsible who betray the 
public’s trust, and that is what we’re going 
to do. 

I remember giving a speech in New York 
about how I thought the corporate account-
ability bill ought to go. And at one point 
in the speech, I talked about the fact that 
our business schools don’t teach right from 
wrong. They’re unwilling to say to future 
business leaders, ‘‘There’s a right way to 
deal with things, and there’s a wrong way.’’ 
And I was lamenting that fact, and I called 
upon our business schools to show leader-
ship and to teach future leaders right from 
wrong. 

And I was working a ropeline afterwards, 
and a fellow walked up who’s a professor 
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at a business school. And he said, ‘‘Thanks 
for saying that, Mr. President. We needed 
to hear that.’’ And a large guy—I assumed 
he was one of the construction folks that 
was there, construction union leaders that 
was supportive of this initiative—he said, 
‘‘If you want to teach them right from 
wrong, Mr. President, the best lesson you 
can send is put them in handcuffs.’’ 

And that’s what’s happening. And that’s 
what’s happening. We cannot let a few— 
and I emphasize ‘‘a few’’—set the tone for 
the many who are decent, honorable citi-
zens of this country who take care of their 
shareholders, who are good to their em-
ployees, who tell the truth. So we’re work-
ing together. 

The other day, I had the honor of signing 
a bill that both Republicans and Democrats 
supported that gives me the capacity to 
open up markets for U.S. goods. Here’s 
my attitude about trade: If you’re good at 
something, you ought to promote it. If 
you’re good about—if you’re good at grow-
ing crops, you ought to figure out how to 
sell more of the crops. And we’re the best 
in the world at farming and ranching. 

I’m thrilled to be here in the breadbasket 
of America, because it gives me a chance 
to remind our fellow citizens that we have 
an advantage here in America: We can feed 
ourselves. And we’ve always got to be able 
to do that. It puts us in a—it gives us 
a strategic advantage, a strategic edge. 
Imagine if we were going around the world 
asking for food. It would put the President 
in a pretty tough position. [Laughter] They 
may want to bargain a little high. [Laugh-
ter] 

But fortunately, we can feed ourselves, 
and not only that, we produce more food 
than we need, because we’re good at what 
we do. And therefore, it makes sense on 
behalf of the producers to open up mar-
kets. We ought to be feeding—feeding the 
world. Where people are hungry, they 
ought to be eating American food. We 
ought to be knocking down those tariffs 
and those barriers. We ought to be leveling 

the playing field, and that’s precisely what 
I’m going to do with my new authority. 

I told Ann—and she would testify to 
this—and I told Zoellick, who’s our trade 
man, I said, ‘‘I don’t want our agriculture 
producers to be shunted aside when it 
comes to opening up markets.’’ As a matter 
of fact, when you’re good at something, 
it ought to be the cornerstone of your pol-
icy. So I want agriculture to be the corner-
stone of good international trade policy, 
and it will be. And we made some progress. 

I don’t know if you’ve been following 
this, but we had a little problem with the 
Russians for a while. They agreed to take 
our chickens. They were going to buy U.S. 
chickens, and then all of a sudden they 
decided not to buy the chickens, and that 
created a problem. It creates a problem 
for the chicken growers. It affects prices 
of other commodities, truly does. 

And it was interesting, at one of my press 
conferences with Vladimir Putin, who I 
like—he’s a good man—he said, ‘‘You 
know, the good thing about our new rela-
tionship, as opposed to talking about war, 
we’re talking about chickens.’’ [Laughter] 
But I want the agricultural folks here to 
understand, we talked about chickens up 
until yesterday when Secretary Veneman 
announced an agreement with the Russians 
that they’re going to take U.S. chickens. 
They’re going to honor their obligations. 

I bring these examples up because it 
shows what is possible in Washington when 
people decide to work together. And 
they’re getting ready to come back in Au-
gust. And when they come back in Au-
gust—— 

[At this point, there was a disruption in 
the audience.] 

The President. ——and when they come 
back in August—— 

[The disruption continued.] 
Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. And when the Congress 

comes back after their August break, I 

1456 



e Aug 04 2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00305 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.007 193761

Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Aug. 23 

hope they keep in mind the fact that we 
need to continue to work together on be-
half of the American people. We need to 
work—— 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. And as we work together 
to make—to make America more secure, 
we must do so on three fronts. We must 
work together to make sure that there’s 
economic security. We must work together 
to make sure there’s homeland security. 
And we must work together to make sure 
that we win the war on terror to defend 
our freedoms. 

I hosted some folks down to Waco, 
Texas, the middle of Texas in the middle 
of August. They obviously had something 
on their mind. And it was a really inter-
esting forum to hear from people from all 
walks of life talk about the difficulties they 
face, the hurdles they face, to create jobs. 
That’s what I’m interested in. 

When I hear somebody who wants to 
work can’t find a job, I view that as a 
problem. It concerns me. I want people 
to be able to find work. That ought to 
be the cornerstone of any good economic 
policy. 

And so part of what Congress needs to 
do is to get together and work on ways 
to make sure that there’s economic security 
for the American people. The platform for 
growth is good. It just is. 

We’ve had problems, no question. When 
we came in, there was a recession. History 
shows that for the first three quarters of 
my Presidency, we were in negative growth. 
The next three quarters have been positive 
growth, which is good news for the Amer-
ican people. Wages were rising. The pro-
ductivity of the American worker is the 
strongest in the world. We’re good at— 
our workers are really good. Our entre-
preneurs are innovative. We’ve got a good 
tax base, good monetary policy. Interest 
rates are low. And so we’ve got the founda-
tion for growth. 

But I’m not content with our progress, 
and here’s some things I’d like to see done. 
First, I can’t tell you how strongly I feel 
and passionately I feel about the need to 
make the tax cuts that we passed perma-
nent. 

See, here’s the chapter of the economics 
book I read—and I admit, some of them 
in Washington didn’t read this chapter. 
[Laughter] I believe that when times are 
slow—and remember, the first three quar-
ters of our administration was negative 
growth—when times are slow, you let peo-
ple keep their own money. And when they 
keep their own money, they demand a good 
or a service. And when they demand a 
good or a service, somebody produces the 
good or the service. And when somebody 
produces that good or service, someone is 
likely, more likely to find work. That’s how 
it works. 

And therefore, the tax relief happened 
at the right time. Not only did we provide 
lower tax rates—which, by the way, is a 
spur to small-business growth. Most small-
business owners are sole proprietors. Most 
small-business owners pay tax rates at the 
individual rate because they’re limited part-
nerships. Most small businesses—small 
businesses create most new jobs in Amer-
ica. And therefore, we ought to have policy 
that encourages the growth of small busi-
nesses. By cutting individual rates, we un-
derstand the importance of small business. 

And not only that, we put the death tax 
on the road to extinction. The death tax 
is a bad tax. And not only that, we began 
to change the marriage penalty, because we 
want the Tax Code to encourage marriage, 
not discourage marriage. 

But here’s why I bring up the issue. Be-
cause of a quirk in the Senate law, all the 
work that we did reverts back to normal 
in 10 years—‘‘normal’’ being what it was 
prior to the tax relief. In other words— 
it’s kind of hard to explain—[laughter]— 
but you get tax relief, and you don’t get 
tax relief, see. It stays in place for 10 years, 
and then it goes away. 
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And so Congress, both Republicans and 
Democrats, have got to understand, for the 
good of the economy, we need some per-
manency. People need to be able to plan. 
They need to be able to know that what 
is real today will be real tomorrow. There-
fore, the tax cuts need to be made perma-
nent. 

We’ve got a problem when it comes to 
construction here in America, because 
many folks cannot get insurance to cover 
losses from potential terrorist attack. 
There’s about $8 billion worth of projects 
that have been put aside because people 
can’t get terrorism insurance. That means 
we’ve got some hard-hats here in America 
who aren’t working who should be working. 
That means there’s some good, hard-work-
ing folks who aren’t as active as they should 
be in the job market. 

And therefore, I have asked Congress— 
the House responded, and the Senate came 
up with a version; they need to get to-
gether—to provide terrorism insurance leg-
islation to help these big construction pro-
grams go forward. This bill would put peo-
ple back to work, so long as the House 
and the Senate understand that the priority 
is not trial lawyers but hardhat workers in 
America. 

Congress, when they get back, needs to 
give me an energy bill. In order for the 
economy to be strong, we’ve got to have 
an energy plan. We’ve got to have a bill 
that promotes renewable sources of energy, 
that encourages conservation. But we need 
more energy explored here at home in an 
environmentally friendly way. It is in our 
economic security that we find more energy 
at home. It is in our national security that 
we become less dependent on foreign 
sources of crude oil. 

Congress needs to get to work on a reau-
thorization of the welfare bill. See, the wel-
fare bill is coming up again. And, by the 
way, it worked when we said to people 
we will help them find work. It made peo-
ple less dependent upon Government. It 
has been a successful, successful public pol-

icy in America, and we need to continue 
that. There are some in the Senate who 
want to say work isn’t important, and so 
they’ve got all kinds of loopholes. I think 
work is incredibly important. Work leads 
to dignity. And therefore, they need to give 
me a welfare bill like the House bill that 
says, we’re going to help people help them-
selves by finding work. That’s what we’re 
going to do. We’re going to train people 
for jobs, but we’re going to insist that they 
work in return for help. 

And there’s one other vital piece of legis-
lation that they need to get to me before 
they all go back to their districts and cam-
paign, and it’s this. I want to unleash the 
great compassion of America by recognizing 
the power of faith-based institutions in our 
society. I ask the question, ‘‘Does it work?’’ 
That’s what I ask. Does it work if some-
body’s heart is changed and therefore they 
get off alcohol and drugs? Does that work? 
And if it does, our Government ought not 
to fear programs based upon the capacity 
to change somebody’s heart. As a matter 
of fact, we ought to welcome those pro-
grams. We ought to say, ‘‘If you’ve got an 
idea and you’ve got a cross on the wall 
or the star of David or if you’re a mosque, 
we welcome those ideas to help change 
society, one person at a time.’’ 

We’ll never fund religion. Of course 
we’re not going to fund religion. That’s not 
the purpose. But we want to help people, 
and we should not discriminate against pro-
grams which have the capacity to help save 
lives. When we save a life in America, we 
make America a better place for all of us. 

Congress has got work to do on the 
homeland security front as well. My most 
important job is to protect you all, our fel-
low Americans, from another attack. That’s 
my most important job. And make no mis-
take about it, there are coldblooded killers 
out there, and we’re doing everything we 
can to find them. Some people might not 
think they’re out there. They’re out there; 
they just are. 
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People say, ‘‘Why? Why would someone 
want to attack America?’’ And the answer 
is because we love freedom, that’s why. 
They hate us because we value each life. 
Each life is important here in America; ev-
erybody counts. Ours is a country that rec-
ognizes in our great diversity that every 
single person has worth, and they can’t 
stand that. They can’t stand the thought 
of a nation which recognizes that people 
can worship an almighty God in different 
ways, that we welcome that type of diver-
sity in America, that we love that freedom. 
They don’t like free speech. They don’t like 
a free press. They really don’t like anything 
about us, it turns out. [Laughter] But 
they’re killers. That’s the only way I can 
tell you how I think about them. They’re 
coldblooded killers, and therefore my most 
important job is to protect the homeland. 

And so when I looked at ways to protect 
the homeland, I realized when I looked 
at our homeland security there in Wash-
ington, we’ve got over 100 agencies that 
have something to do with protecting the 
homeland, and they’re scattered every-
where. In order to set the number one 
priority of these agencies to be the home-
land defense, I decided to create a Depart-
ment of Homeland Security with a new 
Cabinet Secretary. I did that not to create 
the size of Government but to make the 
Government work better. I did it to be 
able to start changing cultures within agen-
cies. I did it to make sure that agencies 
had that number one priority, so that I 
could report back to the American people 
that we’re doing everything we possibly can 
do. 

And the House of Representatives passed 
a good piece of legislation, for which I’m 
grateful. The Senate is now wrestling with 
it, and I’ve got some problems with how 
they’re wrestling with it. You see, I need 
to be—my Secretary needs to be able to 
move people to different agencies, if need 
be, to protect America. We need to put 
people in the right place at the right time. 

I’ll give you an example. We’ve got to 
know who’s coming in the country, what 
they’re bringing in the country, and wheth-
er or not they’re leaving the country. And 
yet, when you go down to the border, you’ll 
realize they’ve got the INS, the Customs, 
the Border Patrol. We’ve got to be able 
to have the same strategy, the same culture. 
We don’t need three competing agencies. 
We need to figure out how to bring people 
together to accomplish the objective, and 
that means we need some flexibility. 

Yet, when you look at the Senate bill, 
it sounds like they’re more interested in 
special interests that have got lobbies in 
Washington, not the people. They’re more 
interested in having—micromanaging the 
Department. They’re more interested in 
protecting their turf than giving us the 
flexibility to do what it takes to protect 
the American people. 

But the best way to secure the homeland 
is to hunt the killers down one by one 
and bring them to justice. And so the first 
order of business for both Republicans and 
Democrats when they get back to Wash-
ington is to get the defense appropriations 
bill on my desk as soon as possible. They 
ought not to play politics with defense ap-
propriations at this time in American his-
tory. 

I’ve asked for the largest increase in 
spending since Ronald Reagan was the 
President—defense spending—since Ronald 
Reagan was the President. I did that for 
two reasons: One, anytime we commit our 
military into harm’s way, they deserve the 
best training, the best pay, the best possible 
equipment. And for those of you who have 
loved ones in the military, you thank them 
on behalf of a grateful nation and a Com-
mander in Chief. And I thank you for the 
sacrifice of your family. 

And secondly, the defense increase sends 
a clear signal to friend and foe alike that 
when it comes to defending our freedom, 
we’re in this for the long haul. You see, 
there’s not a calendar on my desk in Wash-
ington that says, now time to quit. That’s 
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not the way I think. I believe history has 
called us into action. History has put the 
spotlight right here on America. History 
will determine whether or not we under-
stand the value of freedom, the necessity 
to keep a vast coalition together to make 
the world more peaceful. See, that’s my 
goal. My goal is for there to be a peaceful 
world. 

There’s going to be some steep hills to 
climb, because this is a different kind of 
war. It’s not the kind of war that many 
of our veterans fought in. It’s not the kind 
of war we can measure infantry brigades 
marching across plains, or squadrons of air-
craft. We can’t count the enemy’s aircraft. 
We don’t know how many foot soldiers they 
have. That’s not the kind of war. Remem-
ber, these are the commanders who hide 
in caves and send their youngsters to their 
death. That’s the kind of enemy we fight. 

So we’ve got to think differently, which 
means we’ve got to use all intelligence at 
our disposal. We’ve got to make sure that 
we continue to talk with our friends and 
allies, that when they know something, we 
need to know it, and when we have learned 
something, we will share it with them. It 
means we need diplomatic pressure. It 
means we’ve got to be bold enough to en-
force the doctrines. When I say, ‘‘If you 
harbor a terrorist, you’re just as guilty as 
the terrorists,’’ I mean it. When I say, 
‘‘You’re either with us, or you’re with the 
others,’’ I mean that too. And we’re enforc-
ing that doctrine. And the Taliban found 
out exactly what we mean. 

I want the youngsters here to understand 
the nature of your Government. We don’t 
seek—we do not seek revenge here in 
America. We seek justice. We don’t want 
to conquer anybody. That’s not the way 
we think. We want to liberate people. See, 
we believe every life matters. It doesn’t 
matter whether it’s an American life; every 
life counts. 

And so when we liberated Afghanistan 
from the clutches of the barbaric regime 
called the Taliban, young girls—many 

young girls went to school for the first time. 
No, this great country, this great country— 
this great country has a vision of peace 
and justice and compassion for our fellow 
human beings. 

But we also understand that in order to 
achieve those goals we’re going to have to 
do what it takes to make the world more 
secure. We’re going to have to do every-
thing we can to rid the world of terror. 
And we’re making some progress; we’re 
making some progress. We’ve—our coali-
tion has arrested, hauled them in, however 
you want to call it, a couple of thousand 
of them. About that many weren’t quite 
as lucky so far. 

We’ve got more work to do, though. We 
just do. Where they bunch up, we’ll get 
them. We’re making it clear that—to other 
nations, once we get them on the run, don’t 
let them light in your part of the world. 
And so we spent time destroying training 
camps and disrupting infrastructure and 
disrupting communication capacities. We’re 
getting them on the run. And you watch: 
Slowly but surely—slowly but surely—we 
will achieve the objective and bring them 
to justice. 

And as we do so, we can achieve some 
larger objectives. And by the way, there 
is another objective that we’ve just got to 
keep in mind for the sake of our children 
and their children. We cannot allow the 
world’s worst leaders to harbor and develop 
the world’s worst weapons, to hold those 
of us who love freedom hostage. We must 
not do that. 

No, the enemy hit us September 11th, 
nearly a year ago. And I just can’t imagine 
what was going through their mind. They 
said, ‘‘Well, this Nation is not going to do 
anything. They’re so materialistic, so self-
absorbed, and so selfish that they might 
file a lawsuit or two—[laughter]—but that’s 
all they’ll think about doing. They’ll kind 
of crumble under their own greed and their 
own self-centered attitude about life.’’ They 
didn’t know who they were hitting, though, 
did they? 
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Out of the evil done to America is going 
to come some good, because we’re a great 
nation. We can achieve peace—we can 
achieve peace—by being strong and dili-
gent, reminding people of the great, God-
given values that are important to all hu-
manity. We can achieve peace, and will. 
We can achieve peace—you got to know 
how I think—I believe we can achieve 
peace in the Middle East by being strong 
and determined and to focus on what’s best 
for people. We can achieve peace in South 
Asia. I know this seems like high hurdles, 
but we have a chance. Out of the evil done 
to America can come some incredible good 
around the world. 

And some incredible good can come here 
at home too. See, it’s important to remem-
ber, in this land of plenty there are pockets 
of despair and hopelessness. There are peo-
ple who hurt. There are youngsters who 
wonder or not—whether America is meant 
for them, whether or not the American 
Dream applies to them. And of course, it 
does. 

See, I believe when one of us hurts, all 
of us hurt. When one of us is diminished, 
all of us are affected. And therefore, we 
need to do something about it here in 
America. I believe the enemy has wakened 
a spirit in this country that understands, 
in order to fight evil, in order to fight 
evil—that in order to fight evil, you can 
do so by loving your neighbor just like 
you’d like to be loved yourself. And that’s 
happening. 

It’s important for our fellow citizens to 
recognize that if you were to mentor a 
child, you’re a part of defining the true 
compassion of America. If you go into a 
shut-in’s home and say, ‘‘I love you. What 
can I do to help you,’’ you’re making a 

difference here in America. If you help 
feed somebody who’s hungry, you’re mak-
ing a huge difference in showing the world 
the true character of this country. 

No, out of the evil done to America is 
going to come some good, because Ameri-
cans understand that being a patriot is 
more—is more than just saying the Pledge 
Allegiance; being a patriot is serving some-
thing greater than yourself. 

We learned that lesson most profoundly 
on September the 11th, when citizens were 
flying across the country, or thought they 
were, on Flight 93. They realized their air-
plane was going to be used as a weapon 
to take life, perhaps in the Nation’s Capital. 
They were on the phones, and they told 
their loved ones they loved them. They 
used the word ‘‘love.’’ They said a prayer— 
they said a prayer. One guy said, ‘‘Let’s 
roll.’’ They drove the plane in the ground 
to serve something greater than themselves 
in life. 

It is that spirit of serving something— 
it is that spirit that recognizes while one 
of us can’t do everything, each of us can 
do something, one thing to help change 
America, one heart and one soul and one 
conscience at a time. No, out of the evil 
done to America is going to come great 
good, because this is the greatest nation 
on the face of the Earth, full of fantastic, 
compassionate, decent fellow citizens. 

May God bless you all, and may God 
bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Stockton Memorial Civic Auditorium. In 
his remarks, he referred to Mayor Gary A. 
Podesto of Stockton; Alex G. Spanos, chair-
man of the board, San Diego Chargers; and 
President Vladimir Putin of Russia. 
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Remarks at a Luncheon for Gubernatorial Candidate Bill Simon in 
Stockton 
August 23, 2002 

Thank you all very much for coming. I’m 
glad to be back in California. It’s an honor 
to be back in Stockton, California, I might 
add. It’s wonderful to be in a part of the 
world where we grow a lot of things and 
help feed not only our own people but 
feed the world. 

I’m also here to—I was up in Oregon 
yesterday to talk about sensible policy, to 
make sure that we don’t allow our forests 
to burn. I flew over the Biscuit fire there 
in Oregon—it’s a huge fire—and was 
briefed by the experts about, you know, 
how that fire got started. It was a lightning 
strike. But because of poor forest manage-
ment, we allowed kindling to build up, and 
we allowed it turn into just a giant pile 
of ready-to-burn material. 

I saw those firefighters that are spending 
hours trying to protect people and wildlife 
and habitat, and heard one after another 
say, ‘‘Mr. President, bring some common 
sense. Bring some common sense to our 
forest policy. Let’s thin the forest so that 
they don’t serve as giant piles of kindling 
to burn and ruin the legacy of good for-
ests.’’ That’s what I was here to talk about, 
some commonsense policy. 

And that’s what you need in Sacramento, 
California, is some commonsense thinking, 
somebody who can lead this State. And 
that’s why I’m honored to be back to work 
on behalf of the next Governor of the State 
of California, Governor Bill Simon. 

And Laura did report, Bill, that she had 
a great trip. You drew the long straw with 
her, and you got the short straw with me. 
[Laughter] But she sends her very best to 
you and Cindy. She was impressed by your 
speech, and your—caliber of the campaign 
you’re running. People are beginning to 
take notice here in California that some-
thing different’s happening, got a little dif-
ferent attitude when it comes to politics 

and the Governor’s office. She picked up 
on that. And so she sends her very best. 

I talked to her this morning. She’s in 
Crawford, Texas. She is—[applause]—there 
you go; one person from Crawford. [Laugh-
ter] You’ve got 1/600th of the city here. 
[Laughter] 

But yesterday, she had the high honor 
of having an elementary school named after 
her in Leander, Texas. I share that same 
honor of having one named after me right 
here in Stockton, California. 

But I do want to herald the next first 
lady of California, a fine lady, a great mom, 
smart person, and that’s Cindy Simon. 
Good to see you, Cindy. 

Alex Spanos told me the funniest thing. 
He said, ‘‘This is an airplane hangar.’’ It 
doesn’t look like one to me. [Laughter] 
Alex, I want to thank you for your hospi-
tality. What a fine American Alex Spanos 
is. I kind of needled him in front of, I 
guess, maybe three or four thousand people 
at the Civic Center down there. I said I 
love being around an optimist. He told me 
with a straight face that the San Diego 
Chargers were going to win the Super Bowl 
this year. [Laughter] Of course, that’s what 
he told me last year. [Laughter] 

But I love Alex. My family loves Alex. 
I know you love Alex. He’s a wonderful 
contributor to the fabric of our society, and 
we appreciate you, Alex, and Faye, and 
your fantastic family. And thank you for 
your hospitality. 

I surround myself with good people. I 
pride myself on the fact that my adminis-
tration has got some good, honorable, de-
cent, hard-working, smart people. And I’ve 
got some of them with me today. First, 
I’ve got a National Security Adviser right 
here from the State of California who is 
really doing a good job, and that’s 
Condoleezza Rice. 

1462 



e Aug 04 2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00311 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.007 193761

Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Aug. 23 

And secondly, when I picked somebody 
to be the Secretary of Agriculture, I wanted 
somebody who knew something about agri-
culture. And it made sense to find some-
body from this part of the world, so I 
picked a lady from Compton, California. 
Ann Veneman is doing a fantastic job for 
America. 

I told her the other day that I wanted 
to make sure that agriculture wasn’t treated 
as a stepchild when it came to international 
trade. You see, when you’re good at some-
thing, that ought to be the cornerstone of 
public policy. And we’re really good about 
growing crops and raising cows and raising 
chickens and hogs. We’re good at that in 
America. We’re so good at it, we don’t have 
to worry about bringing it in from another 
country. We’re self-sufficient in food, and 
that’s important from a national security 
perspective. 

But it’s also important, if that’s the case, 
to use our leverage to help our producers 
by opening up markets for U.S. products. 
And today Ann announced the fact that 
the Russians, our friends the Russians have 
finally honored the agreement to not only 
contract for our chickens but to honor the 
contract for American chickens. She’s doing 
a fantastic job on behalf of the American 
farmer. 

We’ve got two fine United States Con-
gressmen here with us today—one, the 
Congressman from this area, Richard 
Pombo. Richard, thank you for coming. I 
know Richard’s wife and son is here as 
well. And of course, there’s Doug Ose from 
right up north of here. Doug and his family 
is here as well. Thanks for coming, Doug. 

I want to thank State Senator Dick 
Monteith for coming today. He’s going to 
be the next Congressman from the adjoin-
ing district. Thank you for coming, Dick. 

My friend big Jim Brulte is here. He’s 
a State senator from down south. He’s got 
a lot of judgment and wisdom, and he’s 
trying to keep the fiscal house in order 
until a new sheriff arrives in town, in Sac-
ramento, California. And I appreciate Big 

Jim being here, too. Thanks for coming, 
Brulte. 

And finally, I want to thank your mayor, 
Gary Podesto, for his hospitality, his kind 
introduction down at the civic center, and 
for the great job he’s doing for the people 
of Stockton, California. Thank you, Mr. 
Mayor. 

I want to thank you all for helping the 
next Governor. I want to thank you for 
your talent and your time. I want to thank 
you for what you’re going to do. You see, 
in order for this good man to win, he not 
only needs your financial support; he needs 
you to start helping turn out that vote, to 
start talking to your neighbors about why 
you need a change in Sacramento and why 
he’s the man to bring that change. 

In Texas, at least in the Crawford area, 
we call that coffee-shop talk. You’ve prob-
ably got a few of them around here. It 
makes sense, when you get into that coffee 
shop, to extol the virtues. When you find 
a good candidate, you’ve got to support that 
candidate. It’s important for this great State 
that you do, because you’ve got some prob-
lems and you need somebody to solve the 
problems. 

It starts with having the right kind of 
attitude. The attitude is, I want to work 
with people to make things better for ev-
erybody. You don’t ask the question—you 
know, I’m going to work for people to 
make sure that this so-and-so has got the 
right party registration. That’s not the right 
attitude for government. The attitude in the 
21st century, the one that makes sense to 
me, is how can I work together with people 
from all walks of life to make things better? 
You need somebody in Sacramento who’s 
got that kind of attitude, somebody who’s 
willing to put aside all the typical old-style 
politics to bring a breath of fresh air, to 
bring new life into a stagnant situation. And 
the answer for the breath of fresh air for 
Sacramento, California, is Bill Simon. 

I also appreciate a man who doesn’t have 
to take a poll to figure out what to believe. 
I like Bill’s ideas. I like the fact that he 

1463 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00312 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.007 193761

Aug. 23 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

set education as his number one priority. 
And that ought to be the priority of any 
Governor. The most important thing a State 
needs to do is to make sure that every 
child—not just a few or some—every child 
gets a good education. 

And it starts with having high expecta-
tions. It starts with the belief that every 
child can learn. See, if you believe only 
certain children can learn, those that you 
kind of exclude won’t learn. That’s just the 
way it is. If you have low standards, you’re 
going to get low results. 

Bill understands every child can learn. 
He also knows what I know, that it’s impor-
tant to have flexibility in the public school 
system. You can’t—one size doesn’t fit all. 
You’ve got to trust local folks to chart the 
path to excellence. The bill I signed says 
that we’re going to set high standards, but 
we’re going to trust local people; we’re 
going to let people design a path to excel-
lence that works. 

But also, what’s important in education— 
if you believe every child can learn, then 
you need to ask the question: Is it working? 
Is every child learning? And see, that’s why 
I am such a strong supporter of account-
ability. And Bill joins me. We need to 
know; we need to know if every child is 
learning. See, if you believe they can, then 
you’re willing to measure. If you don’t be-
lieve that every child can learn, then you 
don’t measure. If you believe every child 
can learn, then you use an accountability 
system to say thanks to the teachers where 
children are learning, and to say to schools 
that aren’t teaching: ‘‘You need to change, 
because every child counts in the State of 
California.’’ 

That’s the kind of policy that’s needed 
here in California. You need a policy that 
says every child can learn. When we find 
children who aren’t, we’re going to correct 
problems early, before they’re too late to 
regain confidence in the school system. 
That’s what you need to do in this great 
State, and this good man can do that. 

We’re getting ready to write a new wel-
fare law in Washington that says work is 
the cornerstone of freedom, that we’re 
going to help people work. We need to 
have a Governor in this State who under-
stands the dignity that comes with work 
but who also understands, like I know, 
there are people—there are pockets of de-
spair and hopelessness in this State, just 
like there are around the country. There 
just are. 

And one way to help address each person 
is to unleash the great faith-based programs 
which exist all around the country. The 
Federal Government and the State govern-
ment must not fear programs who change 
lives but must welcome those faith-based 
programs for the embetterment of man-
kind. 

Bill understands that. You see, govern-
ment can hand out money, but it cannot 
put hope in people’s hearts or a sense of 
purpose in people’s lives. That’s done when 
loving Americans love their neighbor just 
like they’d like to be loved themselves. It’s 
a breath of fresh air you need in Sac-
ramento, California. 

You also need somebody who can make 
the budget work. [Laughter] That’s what 
you need. You need somebody who’s will-
ing to make tough decisions and set prior-
ities with the people’s money. It starts with 
understanding, when a government spends 
money, it’s not the government’s money; 
it’s your money. And you better have some-
body who understands that, that concept. 
And somebody who watches the budget 
carefully. 

Bill Simon is a proven businessman who 
can get that done, and that’s what the State 
of California needs. And that’s why I’m so 
proud to be here to embrace his candidacy 
and urge the good people of California to 
work on behalf—for the State’s interests, 
that this man get elected. 

I want to thank you all for your support 
of his candidacy. And before I leave, I want 
to tell you we’ve got some tasks at hand 
at the Federal level, too, that we’re going 

1464 



e Aug 04 2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00313 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.007 193761

Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Aug. 23 

to meet. There’s no bigger task than pro-
tecting the homeland of our country. That’s 
my most important job. I spend a lot of 
time thinking about it. Not only do I spend 
time thinking about it, I act on it. 

You need to know that your Government 
is doing everything we can to run down 
every hint, every piece of evidence, every 
whisper about somebody that might be 
doing something to America. And we’re 
chasing down every lead. A lot of good 
folks are working really hard on your be-
half. And I’m proud of them. I’m proud 
of them at the Federal level; I’m proud 
of them at the State level; and I’m proud 
of them at the local level. 

You probably have heard that I have 
asked for there to be a reorganization of 
the Federal Government in order to make 
the homeland more secure. I didn’t run— 
and I readily concede this—on the plat-
form: Vote for me, I want to make the 
Federal Government bigger. [Laughter] I 
ran on: Let’s make it work better. If it’s 
got a responsibility, let’s see to it that it 
works better. And so the idea of the De-
partment of Homeland Security is not to 
create new bureaucracy but to make those 
bureaucracies and those agencies which 
have got some responsibility in homeland 
security work better. 

There are over 100 agencies in Wash-
ington that have something to do with pro-
tecting you. And it seemed like to me they 
ought to be under one umbrella, so there’s 
accountability in the system. The problem 
is, is that I worry about a Senate bill— 
I don’t worry about it, because I’m not 
going to accept it—a Senate bill which 
wants to micromanage, that wants to decide 
every kind of rule there is, that is more 
worried about protecting their own turf 
than protecting the American people. 

But we’re going to get a good Depart-
ment. I want you to know we’re doing ev-
erything we can to secure the homeland. 

But the best way to do so is to hunt 
the killers down, one person at a time, and 
bring them to justice, which is what we’re 

going to do. And we’re making some 
progress, and we have to make progress. 
After all, they are still out there, and they 
still hate. They hate what we stand for. 
I want you to tell your sons and daughters 
that we seek justice, not revenge, and we 
do so because we love freedom. 

This country values every person. Every 
life is important. We value the ability to 
worship freely, and we hold those values 
dear. And when somebody wants to take 
them away, we’re going to respond. And 
we’ll respond in a forceful way. And 
force—we’ll use every asset at our disposal 
to protect the people of this country but 
also to protect the values that we hold dear. 
It is our responsibility. 

History has called us into action. And 
so long as I’m the President, this country 
is not going to blink. We will be steadfast 
and strong in our desire to make the world 
more free. 

And we’re making some pretty good 
progress. We’ve got this coalition of free-
dom-loving countries and people who un-
derstand the threats to civilization that ter-
rorism poses, that are helping to share in-
telligence and to cut off money and haul 
them in, as I say, rather—it means arrest, 
incarcerate them. We’ve got over a couple 
of thousand of them—these are the big 
shots, the leaders. We’re pulling them in, 
and slowly but surely we’re decimating 
their army. 

But this is a different kind of war. See, 
that’s what makes it not very appealing to 
all the air time that they’ve got out there, 
because you can’t see tanks and aircrafts 
and ships and convoys and all, the way 
that wars used to be fought. Remember, 
we’re out there chasing down these people 
that hide in caves. They find the darkest 
cave possible. In the meantime, they’re 
sending some youngster to their suicidal 
death. They’ve hijacked a great religion; 
that’s what they’ve done. It’s a different 
kind of enemy; but we’re figuring them 
out, and there’s no cave deep enough. 
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We’ve got a fantastic United States mili-
tary. We’ve got a great coalition. We’ve got 
a people that understand the task at hand. 
And so we’re making progress. 

But there are some other hills we’ve got 
to climb in order to make the world more 
peaceful. There just are. As our fellow citi-
zens, you’ve just got to understand that 
there’s going to be more combat, more mis-
sions. We’ll do everything we can to con-
tinue to enforce the doctrine that if you 
harbor one of these people, you’re just as 
guilty as they are. You’ll see that doctrine 
enforced. You’ll see the doctrine that says 
‘‘Either you’re with us, or you’re with 
them’’ enforced. 

You’ll understand clearly, as time goes 
on, why I feel strongly that we cannot allow 
the world’s worst leaders to develop the 
world’s worst weapons, to hold America or 
our friends and allies hostage. We just can’t 
do that. 

History has called us into action. History 
has shined the spotlight on this great land, 
and we will show the world that we love 
human values, universal values. And we will 
show the world that we love freedom. 
That’s the task at hand. 

And by being strong and patient and de-
liberate, we’re going to make the world 
more peaceful; that’s the objective. The ob-
jective is for our children to grow up in 
peace. The objective is to achieve peace 
in parts of the world where the people 
have given up on peace. 

See, I think it’s possible to achieve peace 
in the Middle East. I think it’s possible 
to achieve peace in South Asia. I believe 
that out of the evil done to America can 
come some great good, if we remain strong 
and focused and diligent and tough when 
we need to. 

And I believe here at home we can 
achieve a more compassionate country, too. 

You see, out of the evil done to America 
has come a new culture, one that says serv-
ing something greater than yourself in life 
is part of being—part of being a patriotic 
American. 

People say, you know, ‘‘How can I help? 
What can I do?’’ You know what you can 
do? You can love your neighbor just like 
you’d like to be loved yourself. You can 
understand what I know, that one person 
can’t do everything to make America a 
more hospitable place, a more decent 
place, a more loving place; but one person 
can do something, and America can change 
one heart, one soul, one conscience at a 
time. 

And all of us have a responsibility to 
help make that change, and it doesn’t take 
much. Mentoring a child on a regular basis 
will change lives. Helping people who need, 
who are shut in, will change lives. Feeding 
the hungry will change lives. Helping find 
shelter for those who lack shelter will 
change lives. 

See, America is changing, one person at 
a time. The evil people, they thought they 
were hitting a weak country. They thought 
they were hitting people that were so self-
absorbed, so materialistic, that all we might 
do was file a lawsuit or two. [Laughter] 
But they realized this country is a country 
of courage and character and compassion 
and decency. After all, we are the finest 
country on the face of the Earth. 

May God bless you all, and may God 
bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:05 p.m. at 
the A.G. Spanos Jet Center. In his remarks, 
he referred to Mayor Gary A. Podesto of 
Stockton; Cindy Simon, wife of candidate Bill 
Simon; and Alex G. Spanos, founder and 
chairman, A.G. Spanos Companies, and his 
wife, Faye. 
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Remarks to the Hispanic Community in Santa Ana, California 
August 23, 2002 

Thank you all. Thank you all very much. 
Gosh, thanks for coming today. It’s my 
honor to be back in California—such a vi-
brant and exciting State. I am thrilled to 
be here in Santa Ana, and this is a vibrant 
city. And one reason why is because it’s 
got such an energetic, visionary mayor. And 
Mr. Mayor, I appreciate—and I appreciate 
your hospitality. And I want to thank Laura, 
the first lady of this city. 

I know something about marrying people 
named Laura. [Laughter] We both married 
above ourselves, Mr. Mayor. [Laughter] So, 
I want to thank you, and I want to thank 
your city council for hosting us here. And 
I want to thank very much the—I want 
to thank the fine folks at this beautiful facil-
ity for welcoming us. It’s a magnificent 
asset for this community and for this county 
and for this State. 

It’s a thrill to be here to talk about some 
of the priorities for our Nation. We’ve got 
some big priorities, and we’ve got some 
big jobs to do. But there’s no doubt in 
my mind we can achieve our objectives, 
because we’re America, and we’re full of 
Americans—people bold and courageous 
and strong. 

But before I do so, I want to talk about 
two Members of the Congress who have 
joined us, two fine Americans and good, 
solid citizens and friends of mine: That 
would be Chris Cox and Ed Royce. Thank 
you both for coming. 

Rosario Marin—she’s a former mayor in 
a little—couple of cities away from here. 
She’s now the Treasurer of the United 
States of America. And I appreciate you 
coming, Rosario. 

I like to always say hello to the high 
sheriff. In this case, we’ve got two high 
sheriffs—one I appreciate so much, Mike 
Carona. He’s done a fine job. We saw him 
on TV the other day announcing an impor-
tant arrest, saying he’s going to help do 

everything he can to make neighborhoods 
safe. Sheriff, you did a fine job. And I 
also want to thank my friend Lee Baca 
for being here as well. Good to see you, 
Lee. 

Everybody has got to have a good lawyer 
these days. [Laughter] And I’ve got one 
of the best, and he is here with his family, 
vacationing in Orange County. He came 
over from Washington, DC. He knows a 
good place to travel to when he sees one. 
And his name is Al Gonzales, and I want 
to thank my friend and lawyer, Al Gonzales, 
for being here. 

And finally, I want to thank Francisco 
Paret for being here. He’s a member of 
the President’s Commission on Educational 
Excellence for Hispanic Americans. And 
that’s a commission we take very seriously. 
We take it seriously because we understand 
every child in America must be educated 
in order for this country to realize its full 
promise. I don’t mean a few children; I 
mean every single child. 

And you’ve got your superintendent of 
schools here, a good, young leader. He told 
me the district is 92 percent Hispanic. My 
attitude is, so what? That means when you 
succeed, you’ve done such a great job for 
America. That’s his attitude. You see, some 
would say, ‘‘Ninety-two percent Hispanic, 
that’s an impossible district.’’ Some believe 
certain children can’t learn. I don’t believe 
that, and neither does the superintendent 
of schools. 

You see, we start with the premise that 
every child can learn—every child can 
learn. We set high standards because we 
believe that every child has got the capacity 
to learn. You see, if you set low standards 
in society, you know what you’re going to 
get? You’re going to get low results. You 
have standards so low that you’ve got these 
school districts that are going to quit on 
certain kids. And guess who gets quit on 
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here in America—children whose parents 
don’t speak English as a first language, for 
example. Those are the easiest kids to quit 
on. Or how about inner-city African Amer-
ican kids? They’re easy to quit on. 

For the sake of America, for the sake 
of our future, we must first and foremost 
understand every child can learn, and de-
vise systems to make sure they do. That’s 
why at the Federal level, we’re spending 
plenty of money; but we’re also saying: ‘‘We 
trust you all to chart the path to excellence. 
One size doesn’t fit all when it comes to 
running the public schools.’’ But we’re also 
saying: ‘‘Since we believe every child can 
learn, why don’t you show us? Why don’t 
you measure? You see, why don’t you tell 
America or your community or your State 
whether or not your children are learning 
to read and write and add and subtract?’’ 
And if they are, there will be plenty of 
praise. But you measure also to make sure 
that if children are failing, you catch the 
problems early, before it’s too late. No 
child in America should be left behind. 
Every child, no matter his or her back-
ground, deserves a positive, solid, excellent 
education. 

And we’ve got to do a better job. And 
we’ve got to face the facts that too many 
of our Latino youngsters aren’t learning to 
read early enough. And that’s a problem. 
If you can’t read by the fourth grade, 
you’re not going to be able to read by 
the eighth grade. And if you can’t read 
by the eighth grade, you can’t read in high 
school. It’s a problem, and we’ve got to 
take it head on. That’s why I want to make 
sure that we measure. That’s why I want 
to make sure we challenge a system that 
sometimes has got standards so low. It’s 
what I call the soft bigotry of low expecta-
tions. So one of the things we’ve done in 
the No Child Left Behind is said, ‘‘Let’s 
start with first things first. Let’s make sure 
children can read, children from all back-
grounds.’’ 

Here in California, our new law provides 
a 50-percent increase to help students from 

non-English-speaking homes learn to read. 
And that’s important. No child should be 
left behind. 

And so today, the Department of Edu-
cation—I’m going to report to you, the De-
partment of Education has awarded Cali-
fornia a $133 million reading grant. And 
that’s to make sure every child can read 
by the third grade. That’s what that’s for. 
I don’t mean just a few. I don’t mean those 
from the nice, fancy school districts. I mean 
every single child. 

And one of the reasons why California 
is one of the first States to receive the 
grant is because California is using re-
search-based instruction to teach reading. 
Your State, probably because your super-
intendent insists on it, has asked the ques-
tion, ‘‘What works?’’—not what sounds 
good, not what feels good, but what actually 
works. How do you teach kids to read? 
And that’s what you’re doing in this State, 
and I want to thank you from the bottom 
of my heart for doing that. And we’ve got 
a little money to make sure it works and 
make sure that we focus on every child. 

I don’t care for the fact that a lot of 
the youngsters, the Latino youngsters, don’t 
go to college. It’s not a good statistic for 
America. Less than 10 percent go on to 
higher education. We must—we must work 
to encourage participation at all levels of 
education. But we must make it clear to 
our youngsters from all walks of life, but 
particularly Hispanic youngsters, that going 
to college is essential to being able to fully 
realize the American Dream. 

All of us must set that clear goal for 
everybody, but we also must help. And 
that’s why we’ve increased Pell grant fund-
ing by more than $2.5 billion from last 
year’s budget to this year’s budget. There’s 
a way to help, and we need to help through 
good scholarship programs like Pell grants. 

I also want to note—want you to know 
that we’re focusing on what they call the 
Latino-serving higher institutions. For the 
fiscal year 2003 budget, I’ve asked for more 
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money to go to support colleges which pro-
vide 600,000 Latino students nationwide 
with educational opportunities. It’s an in-
crease of 30 percent. 

My point is, is that we’ve got to make 
sure that education is affordable and acces-
sible. And we’ve got to set the goals. We’ve 
got to make people understand what is pos-
sible here in America. But first things first. 
We’ve got to make sure every child learns 
to read and no child is left behind. 

The White House Initiative on Edu-
cational Excellence for Hispanic Americans 
is launching what we call the ‘‘Yes I Can’’ 
national awareness campaign. And it’s 
aimed at encouraging Latino students to 
obtain a college education. They called to-
gether citizens from around the country, 
they put together this initiative, this plan, 
this way to convince people that higher 
education is essential. 

Parents can click onto a bilingual web 
site called yesican.gov—yesican.gov—to 
learn about college costs, financial aid, and 
what their children should be asking their 
guidance counselor about college. In other 
words, it’s a go-by, it’s a help, it’s a way 
to encourage people and help people un-
derstand that they—that sending their chil-
dren to college here in America is a way 
forward. 

And finally, about education, I know it’s 
an important part of life for many students 
in our border communities in Mexico and 
Canada to attend school here in the United 
States. There’s a lot of transborder crossing 
on a daily basis, to take advantage of our 
great educational opportunities. That’s what 
we want, by the way. We shouldn’t try to 
restrict people. It’s good for our colleges, 
and it’s good for the Mexican citizens and 
the Canadian citizens. And so we’re going 
to expand eligibility for student visas, to 
ensure that part-time commuter students 
can continue to study here in America. 

You know, education is the pathway to 
success, and there’s just example after ex-
ample of people who came here with noth-
ing except a dream or a hope and love 

and got a good education and succeeded. 
That’s what America is about. That’s what 
I love about our country. That’s the hope. 
That’s what distinguishes us from many 
other countries, that we welcome people 
from all walks of life. We proudly call you 
an American. We don’t say, ‘‘Show us your 
birth certificate, how you’re born, where 
you’re born.’’ You’re American, and we love 
you for being in America. We welcomed 
you to this country. 

And, you know, I’ve got a shining exam-
ple right there in Washington I want to 
share a story with you about, because it’s 
a—we’ve got a little problem up there with 
this particular fellow. His name is Miguel 
Estrada. He’s a young guy. He came to 
our country as a teenager. He barely spoke 
English. He had trouble with the language 
because he didn’t spend any time learning 
the language. And he got here, and he 
worked hard—the result of a good brain, 
brilliant mind. He now has argued 15 cases 
before the United States Supreme Court. 

I’ve named him to a high bench, but 
the Senate won’t give him a hearing. Here’s 
a kid who comes to our country, works 
hard, learns the language. He’s a brilliant 
jurist. He can’t even get a hearing. I nomi-
nated him over a year and a half ago. I 
want this man to serve as a bright example 
of what is possible in America. He’ll be 
a great judge, and the Senate needs to act. 

Making sure every child is educated is 
part of making sure America is a secure 
country and a hopeful country. We’ve also 
got to do some other work to make sure 
we’re secure and hopeful. I want to thank 
the law enforcement officers who are here 
today. You’ve got a big job. Our job at 
the Federal Government is to put a strategy 
in place that will make our first-responders 
more effective. It’s not only law enforce-
ment; firefighters and EMS. 

And we’re doing just that. I’ve actually 
tried to create a new Department of 
Homeland Security, to put agencies under 
one roof, to make sure that the number 
one priority of the Federal Government is 
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to protect the homeland. And we need to 
do that. 

I’ve got to tell you we need to do that, 
because there are still coldblooded killers 
out there that would like to hurt America. 
I want the youngsters to know why. And 
the reason why is because we love freedom. 
We value each life here in America. Every-
body is important. Every life has meaning. 
Every life has worth. 

And the enemy doesn’t think that way. 
You see, they hate freedom. They hate the 
idea of people being able to worship freely. 
They can’t stand the thought of Republican 
and Democrat actually getting along. 
[Laughter] They don’t like a free press, 
and we do. And we uphold those values, 
and we will defend them at all cost. 

And so for the sake of our freedom, for 
the sake of values we hold dear, the best 
way for us to secure our homeland, other 
than reorganizing and encouraging and fo-
cusing on every lead and every hint, is to 
chase these killers down, one person at a 
time, and bring them to justice. The best 
way to protect America, the best way to 
uphold that which we love dear, is to get 
them before they get us. And that’s pre-
cisely what this country is going to do. 

We don’t seek revenge; we seek justice. 
We don’t want to conquer anybody; we 
want to liberate people, because every life 
matters. Every person has worth. I want 
the youngsters here to understand that 
when we went into Afghanistan to uphold 
the doctrine ‘‘If you harbor a terrorist, 
you’re just as guilty as the terrorists,’’ that 
we freed people. Young girls now go to 
school for the first time, thanks to the 
goodness of the United States of America 
and our friends and allies. 

No, we’re on a mission. I believe out 
of the evil done to America will come some 
very—some incredible good. That’s what I 

believe. I believe these people hit a coun-
try, and they didn’t understand who they 
were hitting. And who they hit was a coun-
try that’s tough and strong and determined, 
but also a country that’s beginning to find 
its soul and its deep compassion. 

See, not only if we’re—not only can we 
achieve peace, which I believe can happen 
and will happen, that we can address those 
pockets of despair and hopelessness which 
exist in America, one person at a time. My 
call to people in this country is that if you 
want to join on the war on terror, if you 
want to fight evil, love your neighbor like 
you’d like to be loved yourself. 

You see, this great country can change 
and will change, one heart, one soul, one 
conscience at a time. One of us can’t do 
everything—I know that—but each of us 
can do something. And I call upon my fel-
low Americans to be that person doing 
something: Mentor a child, help a shut-
in, love a neighbor just like you’d like to 
be loved yourself. 

No, out of the evil done to America is 
going to come some great good, because 
this is the greatest nation on the face of 
the Earth, full of the most decent and com-
passionate people. 

Thank you all for coming. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:07 p.m. in 
the courtyard at the Bowers Museum of Cul-
tural Art. In his remarks, he referred to 
Mayor Miguel A. Pulido of Santa Ana; Mi-
chael S. Carona, sheriff-coroner, Orange 
County, CA; Leroy D. Baca, sheriff, Los An-
geles County, CA; and Al Mijares, super-
intendent, Santa Ana Unified School District. 
He also referred to Public Law 107–110, the 
No Child Left Behind Act of 2001. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a 
Spanish language transcript of these remarks. 
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Statement on Signing Legislation on the Codification of Laws Related to 
Public Buildings, Property, and Works 
August 23, 2002 

I have signed into law H.R. 2068, a bill 
‘‘to revise, codify, and enact without sub-
stantive change certain general and perma-
nent laws, related to public buildings, prop-
erty, and works, as title 40, United States 
Code, ‘Public Buildings, Property, and 
Works’.’’ This measure is the latest in a 
series that is intended to enact all titles 
of the United States Code into positive law. 

In approving this bill, I note that section 
312(b)(2), concerning cert in transfers of 
funds for equipment purchases, and section 
3305(a)(3), concerning the use of land as 
a site for a public building, state that the 
executive branch may take action only after 
receiving the approval of certain commit-
tees of Congress. The constitutional re-
quirement of bicameralism and present-
ment is infringed whenever a single house, 
committee, or agent of Congress attempts 

to direct the execution of the laws or to 
promulgate rules or standards intended to 
bind the actions of executive or administra-
tive officials that have not been approved 
by both houses and presented to the Presi-
dent. INS v. Chadha, 462 U.S. 919, 958– 
59 (1983). The executive branch will there-
fore interpret these and similar provisions 
to require advance notification only, since 
any other interpretation would contradict 
the Supreme Court’s ruling in INS v. 
Chadha. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
August 23, 2002. 

NOTE: H.R. 2068, approved August 21, was 
assigned Public Law No. 107–217. 

Remarks at a Reception for Gubernatorial Candidate Bill Simon in 
Dana Point, California 
August 23, 2002 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thanks for inviting me. We don’t have 
views like this in Crawford. [Laughter] 
What a beautiful spot this is, in a fantastic 
State. And thanks for coming tonight. It 
is my honor to come and help support the 
fine slate of candidates that our party is 
fielding this year. And it’s my honor to 
come and support the next Governor of 
the State of California, Bill Simon. 

Bill mentioned that Laura was out here 
working for—on his behalf. And that day 
he drew the long straw, and today—[laugh-
ter]—you drew the short one. [Laughter] 
But she’s doing great. I had a talk with 
her when we got settled into this beautiful 

spot. And yesterday in Leander, Texas, they 
named an elementary school for her. So 
she thought it would be good—and deserv-
edly so, I might say. 

You know, when I married Laura, she 
was a public school librarian. That’s how 
she made her living. She was a public 
school librarian, and the truth of the matter 
is, she didn’t care for politics or politicians. 
[Laughter] And now she got stuck with 
one. [Laughter] For the good of the coun-
try, she’s a fabulous First Lady. I’m proud 
of her. Just like Cindy Simon is going to 
be a great first lady for California. 

I like the way the Simons value family. 
That’s important for your leader of the 
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State of California to hold values dear to 
his heart. And there’s nothing more impor-
tant than people who value faith and family 
and service to something greater than your-
self. 

This event has not only drawn a lot of 
hardworking grassroot activists—and I want 
to thank you for your hard work, not only 
for what—— 

Audience member. Working hard. 
The President. I know you are. [Laugh-

ter] Not only for what you have done but 
for what you’re fixing to do, which is to 
turn out the vote. A lot of times, you never 
get thanked enough. A lot of times, those 
of us running for office kind of take you 
for granted. Well, you want—need to know 
your President doesn’t take you for granted. 
I want to thank you for your hard work. 
I want to thank you for what you do. I’m 
urging you to get out and support this good 
man and the slate that we have put to-
gether here in the great State of California. 

But we’ve got some strong—we’ve got 
some strong members of the congressional 
delegation who are here, and I want to 
introduce some of them. I’m going to prob-
ably need their vote when—[laughter]. The 
good news is, I haven’t had to ask the ones 
I’m about to introduce too often, because 
they’ve been loyal friends, and they’re 
strong, like Ken Calvert—I appreciate you 
coming, Kenny—or Ed Royce, right up the 
coast here. Ed, thank you for coming. 

How about Randy ‘‘Duke’’ Cunningham. 
Duke. 

Audience members. Duke! Duke! Duke! 
The President. I asked him how long it 

took to get up here from his district. He 
said, when he put in an afterburner, about 
3 minutes. [Laughter] I appreciate so very 
much Darrell Issa being here as well. Dar-
rell, thanks for coming. And finally, the 
Congressman from this district, a true lead-
er in the House of Representatives, Chris 
Cox. 

We’ve got candidates who are running 
statewide in this fantastic State. The next 
Lieutenant Governor of your State of Cali-

fornia is Bruce McPherson. I appreciate 
you coming, Bruce. I’ve known Bruce for 
quite a while. He’s a good hand, as they 
say in Crawford. He’s a good, hard-working 
man, who is going to work with the next 
Governor to do what’s right for the people 
of this State. I want to thank very much 
Dick Ackerman, who is the candidate for 
State attorney general, for being here. The 
next secretary of state, Keith Olberg, is 
with us today. Greg Conlon, who is going 
to be the next treasurer of your State, is 
with us today. Gary Mendoza is running 
a great race for insurance commissioner— 
is with us today. I appreciate so very much 
Katherine Smith, running for state super-
intendent of public construction. Thank 
you, Katherine. These are fine candidates, 
and I want to thank you all for supporting 
them. 

I also want to pay tribute to Jack and 
Joanne Kemp who are here today. Jack has 
been a great stalwart for the—[applause]. 
It’s good to know they still remember you. 
He’s a good friend and a great man, who 
has been stalwart in the—for our cause and 
our way of thinking. I appreciate so very 
much his willingness to work hard to take 
the edge off a message to make it clear 
that what we believe in applies to every-
body, that we don’t believe in excluding 
people. We believe in including people in 
our message of—[applause]. 

And I want to thank my friend Gerry 
Parsky, who has done a great job on my 
behalf in this State. He had some really 
heavy lifting to do in 2000. He was my 
campaign chairman in this State. But he’s 
a good man. He’s a good man, and I appre-
ciate his friendship. 

But I want to talk to you about the next 
Governor. The thing I like about Bill Simon 
is he’s willing to work to change the tone 
of politics. And that’s important. If you 
want to lead, if you’re there for the right 
reason, if you want to serve the people, 
the first thing you’ve got to do is change 
the tone and attitude of people, in this 
case in Sacramento, California. 
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You see, if you believe in pitting one 
group of people against another, you can’t 
get anything done. If you believe that poli-
tics is zero-sum—we’ve got one winner and 
one loser—you’re not going to get positive 
things done on behalf of the people. Bill 
Simon is committed to changing the tone 
in Sacramento, to get things done not just 
for Republicans, but for Democrats and 
independents and people who don’t give 
a darn about politics. 

And notice, I said ‘‘get things done.’’ I 
mean ‘‘get results,’’ results such as making 
sure that every child gets a good education 
in this important State. It is really impor-
tant. It’s really important in this big State, 
in this powerful State, in this State that 
has got people from all walks of life, that 
we make sure that every single child gets 
educated—every child. Not a few, not some 
in the fancy districts, not some in the sub-
urbs, but every child, everywhere in the 
State of California. 

And that means setting high standards. 
That means having a Governor who be-
lieves every child can learn. You see, the 
sad fact is, around, probably, California, I 
know in Texas and around the country, 
there are some people who believe children 
can’t—some children can’t learn. See, that 
means they’ve got low standards, what I 
call the soft bigotry of low expectations. 
If you set the low—bar low, you’re going 
to get bad results. And so first and fore-
most, you’ve got to have a Governor who 
believes every child can learn. 

Secondly, you’ve got to have a Governor 
who trusts the people to make the decisions 
as to how to get the path to excellence 
set up in each school district. You see, you 
cannot have a one-size-fits-all education 
system, not only out of Washington but out 
of a big, powerful State, diverse State, like 
California. You’ve got to trust the local 
folks. You’ve got to trust the teachers and 
the parents. You’ve got to be willing to 
say, ‘‘We’re not going to try to micro-
manage from a centralized authority.’’ 

Thirdly, you’ve got to have a Governor— 
and this Governor—future Governor agrees 
with me about this—that you’ve got to be 
willing to measure. You see, if you believe 
every child can learn, like I do, then you 
insist that every child be measured to de-
termine whether they are learning. It’s the 
folks who say every child can’t learn, are 
the ones who say, ‘‘Let’s don’t measure.’’ 
If you believe the child can’t learn, there’s 
no need to tell whether or not they are. 
Guess what happens with the system that 
doesn’t measure? You shuffle children 
through—called ‘‘social promotion.’’ And 
guess who gets hurt? Everybody gets hurt 
in a system that refuses to educate each 
and every child. I believe we ought to 
measure, and I believe we ought to meas-
ure so we know who to praise. And I be-
lieve we ought to measure to make sure 
we correct problems early, before they’re 
too late. No child in America and no child 
in California should be left behind. 

And you’ve got a Governor—future Gov-
ernor, who understands that. See, it’s a 
frame of mind you’ve got to have in Wash-
ington. Public education isn’t a political 
issue; it is a issue that is important for 
every single family in this State. You can’t 
play politics with the education system. 

You need a breath of fresh air in Sac-
ramento, is what you need. You also need 
somebody who can balance the budget, 
somebody who can help set priorities, 
somebody who doesn’t try to be all things 
to all people. That’s what you need. And 
that’s the way Bill Simon is going to be. 

And finally, an issue that is dear to my 
heart is the understanding that we need 
to help people help themselves in Cali-
fornia and in America. We need—for exam-
ple, when we reauthorize the welfare bill, 
we’ve got to make sure that the key compo-
nent of any new reauthorization is work. 
We’ve got to understand that work equals 
dignity. 

But you’ve also got to understand we’ve 
got to help people. We’ve got to help peo-
ple be prepared to work. Listen, there are 
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pockets of despair and hopelessness in this 
State and all around this country. And one 
way to make sure that we help people is 
to unleash one of the great strengths of 
America, and that is the faith-based pro-
grams all across our country. 

I’m trying to get a bill passed out of 
Washington that recognizes the power of 
programs coming out of church and syna-
gogue and mosque, programs—programs all 
designed to help people in need. Bill Simon 
understands that. We ought to ask the 
question, ‘‘Does it work? Does it work? 
Does changing a person’s heart help ease 
addiction, help cure the hopelessness?’’ You 
bet it does. And therefore, we ought to 
have a Governor in this State who’s willing 
to grab the great talent of the State, the 
compassion of the State, to make sure that 
every Californian has got an opportunity 
to realize the great dream of this State. 
That’s the kind of man Bill Simon is. 

He doesn’t need a poll to tell him what 
to believe. He’s got a compass and a direc-
tion. So I hope you work hard to put him 
in and work hard to get the rest of the 
candidates in. It will be a big day for your 
State, to get a new attitude, a new way 
of thinking in the State’s capital. It’s good 
for all people of this State. 

We’ve got some problems in Sacramento, 
and we’ve got some problems we’ve got 
to deal with as a Nation. We do. But we’re 
going to deal with them. My most impor-
tant job—my most important job is to pro-
tect innocent life here in the country. And 
it’s still a task, because there’s still an 
enemy that hates us. You know, I’m sure 
your sons and daughters or grandkids are 
saying, ‘‘Why would anybody hate America? 
What have we done?’’ Well, we love free-
dom, that’s what we’ve done. We value 
each life. That’s what we do here in this 
country. Each person has got worth, each 
person has got dignity. Everybody matters. 

We love the fact that people can worship 
freely in America, and we’re not going to 
change. We love the fact that people can 
speak their mind—— 

Audience member. I love it—— 
The President. ——and they’re not going 

to change. Keep speaking it. [Laughter] 
We love the fact—we love the fact we’ve 

got a free press. We love that. And anybody 
who tries to take away our freedoms is 
going to find out we’re plenty tough. We’re 
staring down nothing but a bunch of cold-
blooded killers. That’s all they are—that’s 
all they are. And therefore, we’re going to 
deal with them as such. 

But in order to protect the homeland, 
I need some help out of Congress. I want 
to thank the House Members for voting 
on a good bill that recognizes that when 
you have over 100 agencies in Washington, 
DC, kind of scattered all over the Nation’s 
Capital, it’s hard to get priorities set; it’s 
hard to get a culture in place that demands 
the fact that we’re all working to keep the 
people safe. That’s what we need to do. 
We need to bring them under one Cabinet 
officer. 

The problem I face is that the Senate 
doesn’t quite understand what the House 
has done. See, I need to be able to move 
people—I need to be able to move people 
to the right place at the right time in order 
to make the border more secure, for exam-
ple. We’ve got different agencies on the 
border all competing. We’ve got the INS 
and the Customs; we’ve got Border Patrol, 
three fine agencies with great people, but 
they’re not—they compete. They need to 
work together. We’ve got a new day in 
America. The Senate is more worried about 
their political turf and less worried about 
the security of the American people. 

But you need to know there are a lot 
of fine people—I mean fine folks—working 
on your behalf, people running down every 
hint that somebody might be thinking about 
doing something, people sharing intel-
ligence, people working overtime to do ev-
erything they can. And I don’t mean people 
just at the Federal level; I’m talking about 
at the State level and at the local level. 
I’m grateful for the law enforcement folks 
here in the State of California, who care 
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deeply about the citizens of this State. I’m 
grateful for our FBI agents who are work-
ing hard. I’m grateful for all the people 
who are involved with the homeland secu-
rity. 

We’re doing everything we can—you just 
need to know it—everything we can to 
make sure that we protect the people. But 
the best way to protect the people is to 
hunt the killers down, one at a time, and 
bring them to justice. And that’s what we’ve 
got to do. That’s what we have to do, and 
that’s what we’re going to do. That’s why 
I submitted the largest increase in defense 
spending since Ronald Reagan was the 
President. 

I did so because I want to send a clear 
message that anytime we put one of our 
troops into harm’s way, they deserve the 
best pay, the best training, and the best 
possible equipment. If you’ve got a loved 
one in the military, you tell them the Com-
mander in Chief and the country is really 
proud of their service. And I’m proud of 
your support for your loved ones. I’m 
proud of them. It’s really important they 
serve. They’re serving a great nation. 

We also have a big increase in our de-
fense spending because I want the enemy 
and friend alike to know that we’re in this 
for the long pull. There’s not a calendar 
on my desk—one of those kind of flipping 
calendars. You flip it, and it says, now time 
to quit. [Laughter] That’s not how I think, 
and that’s not how you think. 

You see, history has called us into action. 
History has given us a chance to defend 
freedom, to bring freedom not only here 
at home—to make sure we preserve it here 
at home—but to have freedom in other 
parts of the world. That’s what history has 
done. We’re making good progress, by the 
way. We’re making good progress, thanks 
to our coalition and thanks to our friends. 
We’ve captured over a couple thousand of 
them. [Laughter] Seriously. 

Audience member. Round ’em up, 
George. 

The President. About the like number 
haven’t been so lucky. [Laughter] But we’ve 
got more work to do; we just do. And no 
matter where they light, we’re going to get 
after them. We’re going to uphold the doc-
trine that says, ‘‘If you harbor a terrorist, 
you’re just as guilty as the terrorists.’’ 

I spend a lot of time talking about this, 
because not only is it on my mind and 
it’s our priority, but it’s very important for 
the American people to understand we face 
a different kind of war. Sometimes you’ll 
see it on TV, and sometimes you won’t. 
Sometimes you’ll see our actions; a lot of 
times you won’t. But you’ve just got to 
know that we’re chasing them, one by one. 

And not only that, it’s very important 
for our future to deal with those leaders, 
those leaders—the world’s worst leaders, 
who want to harbor and develop the 
world’s worst weapons. We owe it to our 
children. We owe it to our future. I’m a 
patient man. We’ve got tools at our dis-
posal, but we have got to defend freedom. 
We owe it to the future generations to do 
so. 

You know, when the enemy hit us, I 
can’t imagine what was going through their 
mind. See, they must have thought that 
this great Nation was so self-absorbed, so 
materialistic, and so shallow that after Sep-
tember the 11th, we might just file a law-
suit or two. [Laughter] 

But they found out we think differently 
here in America. They found out what this 
country is made out of. We’re a strong 
nation, but we’re a decent nation as well. 
See, we don’t seek revenge; we seek justice. 
We don’t go to countries to conquer; we 
go into countries to liberate, just like we 
did in Afghanistan. We believe in the worth 
of human beings all around the world. Our 
dream is for freedom not just for our own 
children but for children all around the 
globe. That’s the way our Nation thinks. 

I’m going to tell you what I believe. I 
believe out of the evil done to America 
is going to come some incredible good. I 
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believe it. I believe that if this Nation re-
mains strong and tough and pursues ter-
rorism, upholds doctrine, is true to our 
word, is willing to delineate between good 
and evil, that we can achieve peace, that 
we can have peace not only for our own 
people, but we can have peace in places 
where they’ve quit thinking about peace, 
like the Middle East or South Asia. I be-
lieve that. 

I want you to tell your children, when 
they hear the talk of war or they talk about 
our United States taking action, that it’s 
all a design, it’s all aimed to make this 
world a peaceful place. 

And here at home, I believe that out 
of the evil done to America is going to 
come some incredible good as well. I men-
tioned the fact that there are pockets of 
despair and hopelessness in California and 
America. There just are. I believe when 
one of us hurts, we all hurt. But I under-
stand the role of Government is limited. 
See, Government can hand out money, but 
what it cannot do is put hope in people’s 
hearts or a sense of purpose in people’s 
lives. 

No, societies change, one heart, one soul, 
one conscience at a time. Societies change 
when people say, ‘‘I want to love my neigh-
bor just like I was loved myself.’’ And that’s 
what’s happening here in America. People 
have said, ‘‘What can I do to help?’’ I’ve 
said, ‘‘Do some good.’’ It’s the collective 
acts of our kind and decent and 
compassioned citizens which defined the 
true character and true face of our country. 

No, the enemy hit us—the enemy hit 
us. But out of the evil done on that terrible 
day is going to come a more compassionate 
and decent and hopeful America. You see, 
people have taken a step back here in this 
country, and they now understand that 
serving something greater than yourself is 
part of being a patriotic American. It’s 
more than just putting your hand on your 
heart and saying, by the way, ‘‘one Nation 
under God.’’ It’s more than that. 

A patriot is somebody who mentors a 
child. A patriot is someone who brings 
hope into a life that is hopeless. A patriot 
is somebody who works to feed the hungry. 
That’s a patriot. A patriot is somebody 
who’s a responsible citizen, responsible for 
loving their children with all their heart 
and all their soul but responsible for work-
ing in the community in which they live. 
And that’s what happening here in Amer-
ica. 

And perhaps the most vivid example of 
what I’m talking about, a vivid example of 
an attitude change, a clear beacon of what’s 
happening in America took place on Flight 
93, when citizens were flying across the 
country. History shows that they were on 
the cell phones, and they told their loved 
ones they loved them and goodbye. They 
said a prayer. One guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ 
They took the airplane that was to be used 
as a weapon, perhaps against the White 
House or the Capitol, they drove it into 
the ground to serve something greater than 
themselves in life. 

No, I believe—I believe from the bottom 
of my heart that out of the evil done to 
America is going to come some great good. 
The world is going to be more peaceful, 
and this country is going to be more com-
passionate and decent and hopeful, because 
this is the greatest country on the face of 
the Earth. We’re the greatest country be-
cause we’ve got the greatest people on the 
face of the Earth. 

Thank you all for coming. God bless, and 
God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:04 p.m. at 
the St. Regis Monarch Beach Resort. In his 
remarks, he referred to Cindy Simon, wife 
of candidate Bill Simon; and former Rep-
resentative Jack F. Kemp, and his wife, Jo-
anne. 
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Remarks at a Breakfast for Gubernatorial Candidate Bill Simon in 
Westwood, California 
August 24, 2002 

Thank you very much. Please. Thanks 
for that warm welcome, and good morning. 
It’s great to be here. I’m—had a great stay 
here in California, went to Stockton and 
then Dana Point and finishing off our visit 
here in the Los Angeles area. I’m off to 
New Mexico, and after I spend the after-
noon in New Mexico, I’ll be back in 
Crawford, Texas, where I’ll tell the First 
Lady of your thanks. 

By the way, she’s doing a fabulous job. 
She is a really remarkable woman. She is 
a—when the Nation needed a calm, reas-
suring voice, she provided it. And when 
I need someone to kind of calm me down, 
she does. I’m real proud of Laura. She 
was born and raised in Midland, Texas. She 
was a public school librarian. She didn’t 
care for politics. She didn’t like politicians. 
And now she a great First Lady of the 
United States. [Laughter] 

I also thank Cindy Simon for being a 
good, strong mom and a great wife and 
a future first lady of the State of California. 
I appreciate David Murdock for his hospi-
tality. And I want to thank you all for com-
ing. I want to thank you for supporting 
this good man in his quest to be the Gov-
ernor of this important State. 

I stand by his side because I know that 
you can do better in California, that the 
status quo is not acceptable, that what Sac-
ramento needs is a breath of fresh air, a 
new way of thinking, a new attitude about 
politics. That attitude starts with under-
standing the job of the Governor is to serve 
everybody. It’s not to pit one group of peo-
ple against another. It’s not to take into 
account of who is for you and who is 
against you and, therefore, make decisions 
based upon that. You need a Governor who 
makes decisions based upon principle, not 
polls, a Governor who understands that set-
ting priorities is important. 

You see, you can’t balance the budget 
unless you set priorities. You can’t be all 
things to all people in the political process. 
You need a Governor who is willing to 
make tough decisions. And I know Bill 
Simon is that kind of person. See, he 
doesn’t need a poll or a focus group to 
tell him what to think. You’ve either got 
it inside your soul, or you don’t. And this 
man’s priorities are strong—his faith and 
his family and his desire to serve his com-
munity. And those are important values for 
somebody who wants to lead the State of 
California. 

And what I appreciate most of all is his 
compassion for education. I share the same 
passion. Education—good education policy 
starts with a frame of mind that says every 
child can learn. That sounds simple, of 
course, but that’s not the way it is in a 
lot of school districts. You see, it’s a—and 
I learned this lesson as the Governor of 
the State of Texas, when I traveled around 
my own State. I went to places where it 
became apparent to me that people thought 
some children couldn’t learn, generally kids 
whose parents didn’t speak English as a 
first language, the newly arrived, or the 
inner-city African American child. You 
know, it’s easy to walk into a classroom 
and just assume these kids can’t learn. 
‘‘Let’s just move them through, see. Let’s 
just get them out of the system.’’ Those 
days have got to end, and Bill understands 
that. If you want a hopeful California for 
everybody, you must start with an edu-
cation system that starts with high expecta-
tions. In other words, you’ve got to chal-
lenge what I call the soft bigotry of low 
expectations. 

There are two crucial ingredients to 
doing that. One is recognize there are a 
variety of paths to excellence. In other 
words, one size doesn’t fit all when it 
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comes to schools; that you’ve got to trust 
the local folks, the parents and the teachers 
and the principals, to design the path to 
excellence. That’s really important—out of 
Washington, DC, I mean—one of the really 
good parts of the No Child Left Behind 
legislation was that we divested Washington 
of power. And Bill understands you’ve got 
to do the same thing in Sacramento. You 
cannot micromanage your way to excellence 
in education. 

And another cornerstone of excellence is 
to measure, is to be willing to take on 
the status quo by measuring. See, if you 
believe every child can learn, then you 
want to know if every child is learning. 
And the only way you do that is you devise 
accountability systems, accountability sys-
tems designed to let us all know the truth. 
And if children are learning, it gives us 
an opportunity to praise the teachers and 
the principals and the curriculum that’s 
used. But you see, an accountability system 
also will show which children aren’t learn-
ing. And then that becomes an opportunity 
to correct problems early, before it’s too 
late. Every child matters in California, and 
no—not one single child should be left be-
hind. 

Bill understands that. And I appreciate 
his vision and his care. I also appreciate 
his understanding that the great strength 
of this country is not in our governments 
but in the hearts and souls of our people, 
and that any of us in positions of responsi-
bility must be willing to challenge and rally 
the great armies of compassion which exist 
all across the country—these armies of 
compassion can be found in church, syna-
gogue, or mosque; they can be found in 
the Boys and Girls Clubs; they’re found 
in the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts; they’re 
found in the bosoms of our fellow citi-
zens—and that, while Government can 
hand out money, what it cannot do is put 
hope in people’s hearts or a sense of pur-
pose in people’s lives. And the job of Gov-
ernment is not to discriminate against faith-
based and charitable programs but to wel-

come them to make the society a better 
place for all. 

So I appreciate his vision. I appreciate 
his attitude. And I appreciate the fact that 
with your help he’s going to be the next 
Governor of the State of California. 

Before I leave, I do want to give you 
an update about the issues we face on a 
national basis. First, our economy is—has 
had some tough times. We inherited a re-
cession. The first three quarters of my 
Presidency were negative growth; that 
means it’s a recession. The positive news 
is the next three quarters have been posi-
tive growth. Inflation is low. Interest rates 
are low. Productivity is up. We’ve got the 
best workers in the world. We’ve got the 
most innovative entrepreneurs in the world. 
Things are clicking along. 

Obviously, we’re recovering from the at-
tacks. We’re making progress. The tax cuts 
that we passed were incredibly important, 
incredibly important to our economy. And 
one of the things Congress needs to do 
is make them permanent. In order for en-
trepreneurs to plan, they have got to make 
the tax cuts permanent. We’re making 
progress, but we’re not going to rest. 
You’ve got to understand, though. I under-
stand the role of Government is not to 
create wealth; that’s not the role of Govern-
ment. The role of Government is to create 
an environment in which businesses—small, 
large, entrepreneurs—can flourish. And 
that’s the kind of work we’ll continue to 
do until anybody who wants to find a job 
can find one. That’s my concern. 

The economy is on my mind and so is 
the defense of our homeland. And it would 
be on your mind, too, if you saw what 
I saw on a daily basis, which is a continued 
threat to our country. And we take every 
threat seriously. I had the opportunity of 
meeting one of our finest, an FBI agent 
who is here today, and you just need to 
know that whether it be the FBI or other 
intelligence-gathering networks, agencies in 
the United States, or State or local officials, 
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we’re all working overtime to protect the 
American people. 

We’ve got a new task at hand. We’re 
in a new era. The first war of the 21st 
century is taking place, and we must re-
spond at home in an intelligent and smart 
way. That means sharing intelligence; that 
means running down every hint; that means 
chasing every single lead. And that’s exactly 
what we will continue to do. 

It also means that we’ve got to reorga-
nize our Government in a smart way. I 
gave—I’m sure you’ve heard by now that 
I’ve asked the Congress to reorganize the 
agencies involved with homeland defense 
so that there’s one bureaucracy, one agen-
cy. When I first got going, people said, 
‘‘Well, gosh, it doesn’t seem to make 
sense.’’ I said—I assured them, I wasn’t 
running, you know, ‘‘Vote for me. I want 
Government to be bigger.’’ That wasn’t my 
slogan. [Laughter] But now that we’re in 
this new war, I’d like it to work better, 
so I can assure the American people that 
we’re doing everything we can to fulfill our 
number one priority, which is to protect 
innocent life here at home. 

And so we’ve asked the Government to 
respond. The House has. The Senate is 
kind of caught up in—not kind of—really 
caught up in their own special interests. 
They kind of want to micromanage. They 
want to tell the administration branch, ‘‘You 
can’t move this person here or there with-
out a permission slip.’’ We need flexibility. 
We need the ability to move people 
around. We need the ability to better pro-
tect our borders. We need the ability to 
make sure our first-responders are better 
trained. 

And so I think we’re going to get a good 
bill, but not unless the Senate lets us move 
people—the right people to the right place 
at the right time. And I need this agency. 
I need it so I can assure the American 
people that at home we’re doing everything 
we can. 

And we are. But the best way to make 
sure that we secure the homeland and pro-

tect and defend our freedoms is to hunt 
these killers down, one person at a time. 
That’s what we have to do, and that’s ex-
actly what we are going to do. We’re going 
to do so because we love freedom. One 
of the challenges I knew I would have— 
that the farther we got away from Sep-
tember the 11th, the more likely it would 
be people would forget—would forget the 
challenge, would not remember the pain 
and suffering. We kind of think that the 
enemy might have forgotten—their ide-
ology, now that they struck, would just kind 
of go away. 

That’s not reality, you see. That’s not the 
way the world is today. These people are 
haters. They’re coldblooded killers. They 
can’t stand the thought that we worship 
freely. They do not like the thought that 
we value each life. And so the only way 
to deal with them is to use every resource 
at our disposal and to bring them to justice. 

Now, you notice I said ‘‘bring them to 
justice.’’ I didn’t say ‘‘seek revenge.’’ We’re 
not a revengeful nation; we believe in jus-
tice. I also want to assure you all—I par-
ticularly want you to assure your children— 
that when the United States moves, when 
we uphold doctrine—like the doctrine that 
says, ‘‘If you harbor one of them, you’re 
just as guilty as they are’’—that doctrine— 
that when we made our decision against 
the Taliban and moved against the Taliban, 
we did so not to conquer anybody. America 
doesn’t conquer people. We went in as lib-
erators, because not only do we value life 
here at home, that everybody matters; we 
feel the same way about lives around the 
world. 

We don’t like it when barbaric regimes 
such as the Taliban deny young girls the 
opportunity to go to school. See, that’s not 
in our grain. We don’t think that is the 
right way. And in this case, not only were 
we able to uphold a doctrine, but by the 
use of force to uphold that doctrine, we 
also liberated young girls and liberated 
women and liberated men from the clutch-
es of a terrible regime. 
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We’ve got a lot of work ahead of us. 
Obviously, one of the jobs is to continue 
to work on keeping our coalition together. 
That part of the doctrine said, ‘‘Either 
you’re with us, or you’re with them.’’ And 
most people have chosen to be with us, 
because they understand that we do believe 
in freedom, and we’re motivated by positive 
values—not American values, by the way, 
but universal, God-given values. Those are 
the values we hold dear. 

We’ve got to continue to work to gather 
intelligence around the world and share it, 
so that we can haul them in. And we, being 
the coalition, have done a pretty good job 
of arresting or incarcerating, however you 
want to call it, over a couple of thousand 
of Al Qaida killers. So, one by one, we’re 
finding them. And another—about the 
equal number haven’t been quite as lucky, 
as a result of the war in Afghanistan. 

But we’re making progress. But you need 
to know there are still some of them out 
there. How many we don’t know. They 
haven’t all raised their hand. This is a dif-
ferent kind of war. [Laughter] This isn’t 
one of these wars where you measure the 
enemy’s strength by the number of tanks 
or the number of airplanes or the number 
of ships. This is a—it’s hard to count an 
enemy which—the leadership of which 
hides in caves and sends young boys to 
their death. That’s the nature. 

But this country is strong, see. They 
didn’t know who they were hitting. I like 
to tease them by saying they must have 
thought all we were going to do is file 
a lawsuit. [Laughter] They didn’t under-
stand America. They didn’t understand the 
fact that we do love things. We love free-
dom. We love each other. We cry when 
somebody gets hurt, like what happened 
on September the 11th. We mourn the loss 
of—anytime any one of our brave soldiers 
is killed in combat. We care deeply about 
our fellow citizens. And so, therefore, when 
they struck us, they struck a chord. 

It’s not only a patriotic chord of love 
of country; it’s a chord of service, is what 

it is. You probably have heard me say this, 
but I truly believe it, that this is an oppor-
tunity; out of evil will come some good. 
That’s what I believe. And the good that 
will come will be peace. If we remain 
strong and tough and take on some of the 
tough tasks that we’re going to have to 
take on, we can achieve peace—not only 
peace for the short run but, more impor-
tantly, peace for future generations, not 
only peace for our fellow Americans but 
peace for the Israelis and the Palestinians, 
peace in South Asia. That is the dream. 
We have an opportunity—we have an op-
portunity. I see a world that is peaceful. 

Well, sometimes we’re going to have to 
be tough and have to speak clearly about 
the difference between good and evil. We 
can’t equivocate. We must speak about uni-
versal values. We must be strong in prin-
ciple, but we can get there. 

And at home—at home we can be a 
more compassionate America. I first got 
into politics—when I first got into poli-
tics—actually, when I first got into politics 
I lost, in 1978. [Laughter] The second time 
I got into politics—[laughter]—when I was 
running for Governor, I told the people 
of my State one of the reasons I was run-
ning was to help be a part of a cultural 
change, from a culture that said, ‘‘If it feels 
good, just go ahead and do it,’’ and ‘‘If 
you’ve got a problem, blame somebody 
else.’’ That’s how I tried to define the cul-
ture in a way people could understand. My 
dream was to be a part of a shift toward 
a culture which says, ‘‘Each of us are re-
sponsible for the decisions we make in life, 
that there needs to be a period of personal 
responsibility in America.’’ 

It’s amazing how life works, and I like 
to use Flight 93 as an example. The culture 
is shifting; it’s shifting after 9/11. The 
enemy has awakened a spirit in America 
that says, part of a culture based upon per-
sonal responsibility is to serve something 
greater than yourself in life, starting with 
serving your children as loyal moms and 
dads. 
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Flight 93 was an example of that; it was 
a vivid, sad, tragic example. But neverthe-
less, it’s one that will serve to me and I 
think many Americans as a reminder about 
what I’m talking about. These are people 
that were on an airplane. They learned the 
airplane was going to be a weapon. They 
got on their cell phones. They told their 
loved ones they loved them. They used the 
word ‘‘love.’’ They said a prayer, and they 
drove the plane in the ground to serve 
something greater than themselves in life. 

It’s an example, a vivid example of what 
I’m talking about. You see, when you men-
tor a child, you’re serving something great-
er than yourself in life. When you love 
a shut-in, when you teach a child values 
by being a Boy Scout or Girl Scout troop 
leader, when you say to a person who won-
ders about their future that ‘‘I love you. 
Can I help you?’’—these acts of compassion 
and kindness and decency are all part about 
being an American, a patriotic American 

The President’s Radio Address 
August 24, 2002 

Good morning. While visiting the west 
coast this week, I saw the destructive ef-
fects of one of the worst wildfire seasons 
in history. The catastrophic blazes we have 
seen this summer, and which I saw first-
hand in Oregon, threaten the safety of for-
est communities and firefighters, destroy 
homes, businesses, farms and critical wild-
life habitat, and leave behind long-lasting 
environmental damage. I join all Americans 
in thanking the brave firefighters for their 
service. 

As we work to put out the fires and 
bring relief to their victims, we also have 
a responsibility to prevent the devastation 
that can be caused by future fires. For too 
long, America’s fire prevention strategy has 
been shortsighted. Forest policies have not 

who understands there is a responsibility 
to something greater than self. 

No, out of the evil done to America is 
going to come a more compassionate and 
decent America. When one of us hurts, all 
of us hurts. And we can change America, 
one person, one conscience, one soul at 
a time—we can. We can all make a dif-
ference. 

I hope you can tell that I’m an optimistic 
fellow, and I’m optimistic—and rightly so— 
because I’m the President of the greatest 
nation on the face of the Earth, full of 
the most decent and compassionate people. 
Thank you for helping Bill. 

May God bless you, and may God bless 
America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:45 a.m. in 
the Regency Room at the Regency Club. In 
his remarks, he referred to Cindy Simon, 
wife of candidate Bill Simon; and David H. 
Murdock, chairman and chief executive offi-
cer, Dole Food Company, Inc. 

focused on thinning, the clearing of the 
forest floor of built-up brush and densely 
packed trees that create the fuel for ex-
tremely large fires like those experienced 
this year. 

This hands-off approach to forest man-
agement has been devastating to our envi-
ronment, and it can take more than a cen-
tury for forests to recover from these fires. 
One forest ranger said of this year’s fire 
season: ‘‘In the next few years to come, 
it won’t be the exception; it will be the 
norm because of how we have managed 
our forests.’’ 

We need a different approach. People 
who fight fires and study forests agree that 
we must strengthen the health of our for-
ests through a combination of thinning and 
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quickly restoring areas damaged by fires. 
By actively managing our forests in this 
way, we’ll help our environment by reduc-
ing the number of acres of forest land that 
catastrophic fires burn each year. 

On Thursday, I announced important 
new steps to restore the health of America’s 
forests and help prevent the kind of dev-
astating fires we have seen this year. We 
will guard against excessive redtape and 
endless litigation that stand in the way of 
sensible forest management decisions. 

I have directed Secretary of Agriculture 
Ann Veneman and Secretary of the Interior 
Gale Norton to reduce bureaucracy and 
speed up the process of thinning on public 
lands. And I urge Congress to pass legisla-
tion that will ensure that vital forest res-
toration projects are not tied up in courts 
forever. Some Members of Congress have 
already gotten important forest reform 
passed for their States because they know 
it is the fastest and most effective way to 
get forests thinned. We should pass this 
important reform to help protect all of 
America’s forests. 

My administration will work with Con-
gress to deliver on the unfulfilled promises 
of the 1994 Northwest Forest Plan. The 
plan was crafted to protect wildlife habitat 
and recreational areas, while employing 
more than 100,000 people through sustain-
able timber harvesting in a small portion 
of the forests. My proposals will reduce 
the threat of wildfires that have destroyed 
people’s homes and livelihoods. They will 
restore the health of America’s forests, pro-
vide greater safety to our citizens, and pro-
tect our environment for generations to 
come. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:35 a.m. 
on August 21 at the Bush Ranch in Crawford, 
TX, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 
24. The transcript was made available by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on August 23 
but was embargoed for release until the 
broadcast. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript 
of this address. 

Remarks to the Community in Las Cruces, New Mexico 
August 24, 2002 

The President. Thank you all. Please be 
seated. It’s great to come to a place where 
you can see cowboy hats and belt buckles, 
boots. Thanks for letting me across the 
State line. [Laughter] I was just raised right 
around the corner, in Midland, Texas. So 
I kind of consider Las Cruces to be kind 
of home. 

But thank you all for greeting me today, 
and thanks for the warm welcome. It is 
my honor to be here in this beautiful State, 
in this dynamic city, to talk about the three 
great goals we have for this country—three 
great goals: First is to win the war on ter-
ror; second is to make sure that we protect 
our homeland; and third is to assure you 

that we will not rest until our economy 
is strong. Anybody who wants to find work 
must be able to find work in this country. 
We’re going to help this economy grow. 

And this is a great place to talk about 
the strength of America. It’s a great place 
to come to talk about the fact that, even 
though we’ve got challenges, we can over-
come these challenges because we’re Amer-
icans. We work hard. We have great values. 
We’re optimistic people. There is no chal-
lenge that we can’t overcome. And the peo-
ple of this great part of the country under-
stand that as well as anybody else. 

I want to thank my friend the senior 
Senator, Pete Domenici. He’s a fine, fine 
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man. Not only is he a fine man, he is 
a great United States Senator. And not only 
is he is a great United States Senator, he 
loves New Mexico a lot. 

And then, of course, there’s the retiring 
Congressman, Joe Skeen, who has brought 
such class to the office of—that he has 
held. We’re real proud of Joe. We’re proud 
of his courage. We’re proud of his strength. 
We’re going to miss him in Washington, 
DC, but Washington, DC’s loss is your 
gain. He and Mary love this part of the 
country, and he’s going to have a lot of 
farewells. This is not his farewell speech 
from me, but nevertheless, it’s my honor 
to talk in front of his constituents and tell 
him how much we love him and how much 
we care for he and Mary. Joe, thanks for 
coming today. [Applause] They sure love 
you, Joe. 

Jay, I want to thank you very much for 
inviting me and this small entourage I trav-
el with—[laughter]—to this very important 
campus. It’s—New Mexico State has got 
a proud reputation, and you’ve made it 
even more proud, Jay. And I appreciate 
your service. I want to thank all the folks 
who helped put this event on, particularly 
in this beautiful facility, where I guess the 
Aggies tend to dominate. 

I want to thank Ruben Smith, the mayor 
of Las Cruces, for being here. Mayor 
Smith, thank you for your time. Dora 
Dominguez, the president of the Greater 
Las Cruces Chamber, helped put on this 
event, and I’m most grateful for the Cham-
ber members who are here. I want to thank 
very much Sara Misquez, who is the presi-
dent of the Mescalero Apache Tribe, who 
is with us today. I appreciate Jesus Segura, 
who is the mayor of Sunland Park. 

I want to thank very much a special per-
son who met me out there at the airport, 
Ophelia Chaffino. She is a USA Freedom 
Corps volunteer. She is a foster grand-
parent who tutors 4th and 5th year-olds. 
Let me tell you why I want to bring up 
the—Ophelia and people like her. Because 
I understand, and I hope you understand, 

the great strength of our country is not 
our governments. The great strength of our 
country is our people. And when people— 
and people can make a significant dif-
ference in all kinds of ways in the commu-
nities in which they live. The fact that 
Ophelia wants to mentor children is a sig-
nificant contribution. 

Oh, you know, some may step back and 
say, ‘‘Changing one life isn’t that much.’’ 
Changing one life is a lot—a lot. And I 
want to thank the soldiers in the armies 
of compassion which exist in Las Cruces, 
all across New Mexico, and all across our 
country, for working hard to make our soci-
ety a compassionate and decent place. 
Where are you, Ophelia? Thank you for 
being here. Please stand up and wave. 

I appreciate so very much Ruben King-
Shaw, Jr., who works for the Health and 
Human Services Administration, being with 
us today. Why don’t you stand up, Ruben? 
I’m going to say something about you. 
Ruben is here to make sure that we im-
prove health care for the people of New 
Mexico. You can sit down, Ruben. [Laugh-
ter] Ruben is a good man. I’ve known 
him—I’m proud that he came up and 
worked in my administration. He also has 
got a big heart. 

One of the concerns we have is that 
nearly half of low-income adults here in 
New Mexico are uninsured. And that’s a 
problem—and that’s a problem. Most of 
the uninsured adults are Latinos or His-
panic. And so what Ruben did was, he 
came to approve an application that will 
allow for, the best way to put it is creative 
financing, to make sure that 40,000 addi-
tional adults in this State are able to get 
health insurance, to work with the State 
and Senator Domenici to provide a plan 
so that more of your citizens will be able 
to have health insurance. And Ruben, I 
want to thank you for taking time off of 
your vacation to come and work that plan 
and implement it so that the good folks 
in New Mexico have got a better quality 
of life. Thank you for coming. 
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No, as Pete mentioned, we’ve got some 
hurdles to cross here in the country. We’ve 
got some issues we have to deal with. One 
of the issues, of course, is our economy. 
When I came in, the country was beginning 
a recession. It’s just a fact. We had three 
quarters of negative growth. And then the 
terrorists hit us, and that affected our econ-
omy. And then something bubbled to the 
service that had been brewing for a while: 
We found out some of our citizens wanted 
to cook the books. Some of our citizens 
didn’t feel like they could do it the honest 
way. They had to try to slide one by us. 
Corporate scandals erupted. 

We’ve had three major challenges to job 
creation in the country. But you need to 
know, we’re going to deal with it, and we’re 
going to deal with it in a strong way. My 
view is, the role of Government is not to 
create wealth, but the role of Government 
is to create an environment in which small 
businesses and entrepreneurs and farmers 
and ranchers can prosper, so we can create 
jobs around the country. 

And one of the things we did together— 
and I’m talking about Republicans and 
Democrats—is we took a page out of this 
textbook that said, ‘‘If you want to try to 
encourage job creation, if you want the 
economy to grow, you let hard-working 
people keep more of their own money.’’ 
Pete and I and Joe have read that textbook. 
Some in Washington haven’t. [Laughter] 
We understand if you let a person keep 
more of their own money—by the way, you 
notice I don’t say ‘‘keep more of the Gov-
ernment’s money.’’ It’s not the Govern-
ment’s money we’re talking about. It’s the 
people’s money. If people keep more of 
their own money, it means somebody is 
going to demand a good or a service. And 
if somebody demands a good and service, 
somebody is likely to produce that good 
or service, and when somebody produces 
that good and service, somebody’s more 
likely to find work. The tax relief that we 
passed happened right at the right time. 
And for the sake of economic vitality and 

job creation, we need to make the tax relief 
permanent. 

And at the same time, my job is to work 
with fine Members like Senator Domenici 
and make sure that we don’t overspend. 
We want to make sure that we’re fiscally 
responsible. That doesn’t mean that we 
can’t set priorities and fund those priorities, 
and we will. But as Pete will tell you, every 
idea is a good idea in Washington, no mat-
ter what it costs. [Laughter] My job is to 
make sure that the good ideas that meet 
our priorities are funded, like fighting and 
winning the war on terror, protecting the 
homeland, and taking care of people who 
can’t help themselves, and education—our 
children. Those are the priorities. 

We need to work together. When they 
get back out of their break and when they 
get back to Washington, they need to work 
to put some of our construction people 
back to work, by passing a terrorism insur-
ance bill, one that will allow large-scale 
construction programs to go forward that 
aren’t going forward because they can’t get 
insurance necessary to cover a possible ter-
rorist attack. And by the way, the bill ought 
to be more worried about the hardhats than 
the lawyers. This ought to be a bill that 
is aimed to help the working people. 

We need to make sure that we’ve got 
pension reform. A lot of you all have got 
assets tied up in what they call 401(k)s 
or IRAs, but if you’re in a 401(k) and 
you’re working for a company and the boss 
sells, you ought to sell. By the way, I’ve 
just signed, in a new law, that type of provi-
sion. It says what’s good for one is good 
for all. If it’s good for the head man, it 
ought to be good for everybody else work-
ing for the company. 

But we also need to have a law to allow 
people to diversify. We shouldn’t force peo-
ple who work for a company and who get 
company stock to have to stay in that stock 
forever. After a reasonable period of time, 
they ought to be able to diversify their 
portfolio. They ought to get sound invest-
ment advice, and they ought to get reports 
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on a quarterly basis, not an annual basis. 
In order to make the economy stronger, 
we need to have pension reform on behalf 
of the workers of this country. 

Thirdly, I just got a new bill that will 
allow me to encourage trade. Let me ex-
plain my position on trade, and I’ll start 
with something that’s dear to the people 
of this part of the world, and that’s agri-
culture. The good news for America is, we 
grow enough food to feed ourselves. That’s 
good news. Imagine what it would be like 
if we didn’t grow enough food to feed our-
selves, if we had to go around the world 
asking for food. We’d be a little more vul-
nerable as a nation. 

It’s good for our national security that 
we’ve got enough food to feed ourselves. 
But we’ve got more than we need, because 
we’re the best in the world at growing 
things. Our farmers and ranchers are the 
best in the world. And if you’re the best 
in the world at something, you ought to 
encourage it. And so, therefore, my job is 
to open up markets for U.S. agricultural 
products. It is the best way to allow our 
producers to make a living. It is in our 
Nation’s interest we do so. 

And people say, ‘‘Well, of course, he’s 
going to say that, but that hasn’t been the 
way it’s been.’’ And I understand that. I 
know there’s some skepticism about level 
playing fields. And I know a lot of the 
farmers and ranchers and some from other 
industries have said, ‘‘Well, we’ve heard 
that song and dance before.’’ But you’ve 
just got to know how I think. If you’re 
good at something, we’re going to promote 
it, and we ought to start from our strength 
when it comes to enhancing job creation 
and creating wealth through trade, and that 
is agriculture. 

And let me just give you one example 
of what I’m talking about. We grow a lot 
of chickens here in America. [Laughter] 
Well, we do. [Laughter] And the Russians 
decided they were going to—they thought 
about buying our chickens. Then we got 
the chickens moving, and they changed 

their mind. And I talked to President Putin 
quite a bit about that. So one time at one 
of our press conferences, he said, ‘‘Listen, 
our relationship has changed so much, 
we’re no longer talking war; we’re talking 
chickens.’’ [Laughter] Two days ago, our 
Secretary of Agriculture, Ann Veneman, an-
nounced that the Russians are going to buy 
all the chickens they said they would buy. 
That’s good for chicken producers. It’s good 
for hog producers. It’s good for cattle pro-
ducers. It’s good for America. It’s good for 
America that we open up markets to sell 
our products. It’s going to mean jobs for 
the working people of this country. 

It’s commonsense policy. And the other 
day I had a chance to lay out a little bit 
of commonsense policy which affects the 
folks in the northern part of your State 
that Pete and I just talked about. We’re 
having some serious fires here in America. 
One of our most precious resources, our 
forests, are burning up. And one of the 
reasons they’re burning up is because we’re 
doing a lousy job of maintaining our forests; 
we’re doing a lousy job of maintaining our 
treasure. We’ve got to change our forest 
policy. 

Our forest policy now says, ‘‘Hands off.’’ 
And guess what happens when you have 
a hands-off policy—your forests become 
diseased; they end up like a big pile of 
kindling. And all it takes is one lightning 
strike. 

I flew over the huge fire in Oregon. I 
mean, thousands and thousands of precious 
forest lands are burning. For the sake of 
a healthy forest, for the sake of leaving 
a legacy for future generations, we will 
change the forest policy of this country to 
thin the forest lands to keep them healthy. 

And finally, I had the honor of signing 
the most comprehensive corporate reform 
bill since Franklin Roosevelt was the Presi-
dent. It’s a long time ago, it seems like. 
But it was needed. It was when Republican 
and Democrats came together. It’s a good 
piece of legislation which said the auditors 
will be audited; crooked people are going 
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to be held to account. We don’t want any-
body taking advantage of trustworthy peo-
ple. For the sake of economic vitality and 
job creation, for the sake of confidence in 
our system, we’re going to rout those out 
who cook the books. It’s no longer going 
to be easy money; it’s going to be hard 
time for people who have not upheld their 
responsibility. 

We’ve got hurdles to cross, but I’m con-
fident in the future of this country. I’m 
confident in our economic vitality, because 
I know our people and I understand the 
entrepreneurial spirit. I know the fact that 
we’re the best and most productive workers 
in the world. We are. I know that low 
interest rates and low inflation provide the 
platform for economic vitality. We’re just 
not going to rest. We’re not going to rest 
until people are able to find work, people 
who are looking for work can find work. 

And I’m not going to rest when it comes 
to protecting our homeland either. That’s 
my most important job, is to prevent peo-
ple from hitting us again. I say ‘‘people’’— 
I say ‘‘people’’—let me qualify that—cold-
blooded killers. That’s all they are. There’s 
no other way to say it. There’s no other 
apt description than to tell you exactly how 
I think they are, and they’re coldblooded 
killers. And they want to kill again because 
they hate what we love, and we love free-
dom. 

We love the fact that people can worship 
freely in America. We respect the fact that 
people worship freely in America. They 
don’t value life. We value life. We say, ‘‘Ev-
erybody counts in America. Everybody is 
precious in this land.’’ So long as they’re 
out there, we’ve got to do everything we 
can to protect the homeland. And you need 
to know there’s a lot of good folks working 
hard to do just that, good folks at the Fed-
eral level and at the State level and the 
local level. 

I mean, anytime we’re getting a hint, 
we’re acting on it. Anytime we get a whis-
per that somebody might be thinking about 
doing something to America, people are on 

it. And we’re following every lead. People 
are working hard. But I want to take a 
step further, and I’ve asked Congress to 
join me in setting up a Department of 
Homeland Security. And let me explain to 
you why I made that suggestion. 

There are over 100 agencies in Wash-
ington, scattered all over Washington, I 
might add, that have got something to do 
with homeland security. And it seems log-
ical to me that if the number one priority 
of this administration—and by the way, fu-
ture administrations—is to protect the 
homeland, then we ought to have the ca-
pacity to make that the number one priority 
of the other 100 agencies. You see, you 
can’t just say, ‘‘That’s your priority,’’ and 
everybody snaps to. The best way to get 
them to snap to is to put them under one 
Secretary of Homeland Security. And that’s 
what we intend to do. 

But let me tell you something, what I’m 
not going to do is accept a bill that tries 
to micromanage the process, tell us who 
to hire, where to move them, and how to 
do it. I warn the Senate—and Pete—I’m 
not warning Pete, because he understands 
what I’m talking about. He knows who I’m 
talking about. There are Senators who are 
more worried about the special interests 
in Washington than they are about pro-
tecting the people. They’re more interested 
in their turf than they are about homeland 
security. And they need to get me a good 
bill. I can count on him. 

But the best way to protect the home-
land—we’re going to work hard to do 
this—we’re going to make sure our bor-
der—we need to know who’s coming in 
the country, what are they bringing in the 
country, if they’re leaving the country when 
they say they’re going to leave the country. 
We need to have a strong first-responders 
initiative to work with the mayors and the 
county judges and the sheriff’s departments 
to be able to respond. We need to work 
closely with some of our labs to devise ways 
to be able to detect and respond to a bio-
terrorist attack, for example, or the use of 
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weapons of mass destruction. There’s a lot 
we’re going to do. 

But my theory is and my strategy is— 
and it’s the way it’s going to be so long 
as I’m the President—the way to best pro-
tect the homeland is to hunt the killers 
down one by one and bring them to justice. 
And so I submitted a budget, an appropria-
tions request to the Congress that was the 
largest defense increase since Ronald 
Reagan was the President. 

I did it for two reasons—two reasons: 
One, anytime we put our soldiers into 
harm’s way, they deserve the best pay, the 
best training, and the best equipment pos-
sible. We not only owe it to the men and 
women who wear our uniform; we owe that 
to their loved ones as well. The other rea-
son I submitted this budget is because I 
wanted to tell our friends and allies and 
enemy alike that we’re in this deal for the 
long haul. See, when it comes to defending 
freedom, there is no calendar that says 
you’ve got to quit by such-and-such a date. 
That this—history has called us to action, 
and we’re going to stay on course, stay 
steady, until we have achieved the mission, 
which is to make the world free, to defend 
our freedoms. 

Now, I understand that this is a different 
kind of war, and I hope you do as well. 
You see, no longer are we able to count 
the size of the enemy by counting tanks 
or airplanes or ships. This is an enemy 
which hides in caves and then sends young-
sters to their suicidal death. These people 
kind of run and scatter. So it’s a different 
kind of mission; it’s a different kind of war. 
But we’ve got a strategy. And they under-
stand the strategy is, get them on the run, 
and once we get them on the run, don’t 
let them light anyplace. And if they do 
try to light someplace, bring them to jus-
tice. And that’s precisely what the United 
States is going to do. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. And so my request to the 
Congress—and I know Pete agrees with 

me—is to get the defense bill to my desk 
as soon as they get back. We need to get 
the defense bill signed. See, the Senate 
passed it, and the House passed it. They 
need to get the differences quickly. We’re 
at war. We need to send that signal loud 
and clear to our troops and to the world, 
that we’re strongly united in this effort to 
win the war against terror. 

I say it’s hard to count, but I’ve got kind 
of an idea of how we’re doing. I say ‘‘kind 
of.’’ We estimate that over 2,500 or—of 
the enemy have been captured by the 
United States or our friends and allies. And 
remember, we’ve got a huge coalition of 
countries that are working together to cut 
their money off or to share intelligence, 
put pressure. And the—we’ve got about 
2,500 of them or so, maybe a little more 
than that, that are now in captivity, that 
are no longer in caves, that aren’t able to 
fight. And just about that many weren’t as 
lucky. 

We will continue to uphold the doctrine 
that says, ‘‘If you harbor one of them, 
you’re just as guilty as those who killed 
American citizens.’’ We will be relentless 
and patient and strong and determined and 
wise about how we conduct this war. And 
we’re going to win the war on terror. We 
owe it to our children and our grand-
children; that’s who we owe it to. We owe 
it to them as well to make sure that the 
world’s worst leaders are not able to de-
velop and deploy the world’s worst weap-
ons. We’ve got a lot of work to do. But 
I’m proud of our military, and I’m proud 
of our team, and we’re going to get the 
job done. 

I believe that out of the evil done to 
America is going to come some incredible 
good. I believe that. I know it’s going to 
happen, because we’re America. I can’t 
imagine what was going through the en-
emy’s mind when they hit us. They must 
have thought, ‘‘That Nation is so self-ab-
sorbed and so materialistic, so shallow in 
its beliefs, so selfish, that after 9/11 all they 

1487 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00336 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.008 193761

Aug. 24 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

might do is file a lawsuit or two.’’ [Laugh-
ter] They found out different about Amer-
ica. They understand—they’re beginning to 
learn the character of this Nation. They 
and our allies and the enemy understand 
that when we go into a country, we go 
in not as conquerors but as liberators. 

I want you all to tell your children: This 
great Nation, in liberating Afghanistan, 
made it possible for young girls, many 
young girls for the first time in their life, 
to be able to go to school. They’re learning 
that this Nation does not seek revenge; we 
seek justice. And we will all learn, by being 
strong and tough and diligent and compas-
sionate, we can achieve peace. 

In the midst of all this talk—in the midst 
of all this talk, I want you all to tell your 
children that this country of ours yearns 
for peace, that we want peace for not only 
this generation but future generations to 
come. Oh, the hill might be steep at times. 
It might be a rugged terrain, like you’re 
used to out here in New Mexico, but we’re 
going to cross that terrain to achieve 
peace—not only peace for ourselves, but, 
see, we value life all around the world. 
When we say we value life and everybody 
counts, it’s not just American lives; it’s lives 
in every part of the world. 

I believe we can achieve peace by rout-
ing out terror and professing the God-given 
values—not American values—God-given 
values that matter to everybody. I believe 
we can achieve peace in parts of the world 
that have quit on peace. 

I believe out of the evil done to America 
can come some incredible good here at 
home, besides peace. See, ours is a great 
country, full of hope. But we’ve got to rec-
ognize there are pockets of despair and ad-
diction and hopelessness. We’ve got to un-
derstand that when one hurts, all hurt. We 
have a chance, I believe, to take the evil 
done to America and convert it to great 
good. Because—well, let me put it to you 
this way: People say, ‘‘What can I do to 
help?’’ You know what you can do to help? 
You can love a neighbor just like you’d 

like to be loved yourself. That’s what you 
can do. 

Oftentimes we look to Government, but 
Government can hand out money, but it 
cannot put hope in people’s hearts or a 
sense of purpose in people’s lives. No, it’s 
those millions of acts of kindness and de-
cency that take place in America which 
really and truly define the true character 
of the country and enable me to predict 
that out of the evil done to America will 
come some good. 

You see, mentoring a child is part of 
helping change America for the better. We 
can change our society, one person at a 
time. I hear people say, ‘‘I can’t do every-
thing.’’ Of course you can’t, but you can 
do something. You can do something to 
help change America, one lost soul at a 
time. 

And that’s happening in this country; it 
really is. People are beginning to under-
stand there is a different kind of patriotism 
alive in America. It’s the patriotism that’s 
much bigger than just putting your hand 
over your heart and saying ‘‘one Nation 
under God.’’ It’s a patriotism that says, 
serving something greater than yourself is 
part of being a patriotic American. It’s a 
patriotism that understands that you’re re-
sponsible for the decisions you make in life. 
And if you happen to be fortunate to be 
a mom or a dad, love your child with all 
your heart and all your soul. Tell them 
you love them every single day, in order 
to make America a more compassionate 
and more decent place. 

It’s a patriotism that says, each of us 
have a responsibility to the quality of life 
in the communities in which we live. Help 
your schools. Go to your churches or syna-
gogues and help feed the hungry. That’s 
what the patriotism is, and it’s alive and 
well and was best exemplified on that fate-
ful, horrible day, September the 11th, when 
some of our fellow citizens on a flight that 
was flying across the country realized the 
plane they were on was to be used as a 
weapon, a weapon perhaps at the White 
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House or at our Nation’s Capitol. History 
shows that they were on cell phones, and 
they told their loved ones they loved them. 
Some of the last words they said were 
‘‘love.’’ They said a prayer. One guy said, 
‘‘Let’s roll.’’ And they served something 
greater than themselves in life. They set 
an example for all of us here in America. 

No, out of the evil done to America is 
going to come incredible good, because this 
is the most compassionate, decent, strong 
nation on the face of the Earth. 

May God bless you all, and may God 
bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m. in 
the Pan American Center at New Mexico 
State University. In his remarks, he referred 
to Mary Skeen, wife of Representative Joe 
Skeen; Jay Gogue, president, New Mexico 
State University; and President Vladimir 
Putin of Russia. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks. 

Remarks at a Dinner for Congressional Candidate Steve Pearce in Las 
Cruces 
August 24, 2002 

Thank you all very much. Thanks a lot. 
‘‘Congressman,’’ thank you. [Laughter] I’m 
proud to come and ask for the people of 
this good district in this important State 
to vote for Steve Pearce to be the next 
United States Congressman. He’s a man 
of good judgment. When we were walking 
in, he said, ‘‘A lot of folks wish Laura were 
here.’’ [Laughter] And I told him, well, he 
drew the short straw. [Laughter] 

She is doing great, by the way. She 
was—actually, her grandmother and her 
mom grew up right down the road from 
here, right outside of El Paso. And she 
was born and raised in Midland, which is 
right across the boundary, as you know. 
When I married her, she was a public 
school librarian. She didn’t particularly care 
about politics or politicians, for that matter. 
[Laughter] And here she is as the First 
Lady. And what a great job she has done. 
I’m real proud of her. And in a couple 
of hours, I’m going to see her in Crawford, 
Texas. [Laughter] 

appreciate so very much Cynthia 
Pearce. Both Steve and I married above 
ourselves. [Laughter] Cynthia is a great 
lady. I appreciate your willingness to go 
to Washington. It’s important. It’s impor-

tant for our country that good people 
choose to serve and that the people back 
good people. And we’re backing a good 
man in Steve Pearce to be the next Con-
gressman. 

And he’s going to be replacing a good 
man. I am proud of Joe Skeen. I am proud 
of his courage. I appreciate you, Joe. I want 
to thank Joe and Mary for their service, 
22 years of service to this district. He has 
done a fine job, and we’re going to miss 
him. 

I also was pleased today, earlier today, 
to be in the presence of another great New 
Mexican citizen, and that is your senior 
Senator, Pete Domenici. Pete had to make 
up his mind whether he wanted to hear 
me speak twice or go fishing. [Laughter] 
He chose the right course. [Laughter] He’s 
fishing. [Laughter] 

I want to thank very much the Lieuten-
ant Governor, Walter Bradley, for being 
here today. Walter, thank you for coming, 
and thank you for your service. Thank you, 
Walter. 

I’m proud to be in the presence of the 
next Governor of the State of New Mexico, 
John Sanchez. I appreciate you, John. He’s 
got the next first lady with him, Debra. 
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Thanks for coming, Debra. I appreciate you 
being here. John’s going to win, and he’s 
going to make a big difference for the peo-
ple of New Mexico, a positive influence. 
It’s a—John’s got a great story. I love his 
spirit, and I love his attitude. 

I also appreciate Rob Perry, the next at-
torney general of the State of New Mexico. 
I had the honor of just—who they call ‘‘just 
call me Sharon.’’ Where are you, Sharon? 
Thank you, Sharon. Good luck. Sharon is 
going to be the secretary of state of New 
Mexico. 

I want to thank the party chairman for 
being here. John, thank you for coming. 
I want to thank all the grassroots activists 
who are here. You see, you can’t win unless 
you get people who are willing to put up 
the signs—and it looked like they did a 
pretty darn good job, Steve, when I came 
in today—[laughter]—and do the mailings 
and go to the coffee shops all around the 
State of New Mexico and tell the people 
what a great slate we’ve got—look the peo-
ple in the eye and tell them the values 
that these people bring to the office when 
they win. That’s important. So not only do 
I want to thank you for coming tonight, 
but I want to thank you very much for 
what you’re fixing to do, and that is to 
work hard. Anytime you find a good one, 
you’ve got to get out and help, and we 
need your help. 

I also want to thank two friends of mine 
who have made a big difference in New 
Mexico, New Mexico politics, and the life 
of New Mexico politics, and that’s Colin 
and Kay McMillan and Ken and Kathy 
Zangara. Thank you all for coming. I saw 
the Zangaras the other day over there in 
Crawford, and they said, ‘‘I’m going to see 
you in Las Cruces.’’ I said, ‘‘Okay.’’ And 
here they are. And they’re working hard, 
and so are you all. And it’s important. It’s 
important. This election is an important 
election because we’ve got a lot to accom-
plish in Washington, DC. I need good, 
solid allies when it comes to making our 
Nation the very best it can be. 

And that starts with having somebody un-
derstand that when you’re talking about tax-
payers’ money, he realizes it’s not the Gov-
ernment’s money. When we’re talking 
about taxpayers’ money, it is the people’s 
money. And you’ve always got to remember 
that in Washington, DC. 

And that’s important because we cut the 
taxes for the people. See, Steve and I un-
derstand this concept, that if somebody has 
more money, they’re going to demand a 
good or a service. And if they demand a 
good or a service, somebody is going to 
provide that good or service. And when 
somebody does, it’s more likely somebody 
is going to find work. And when you’ve 
got a slowdown in your economy—as a 
matter of fact, it was more than a slowdown 
when I came into office; it was a flat-out 
recession—it’s best to understand that 
when people have more money, it provides 
wind in the sails of our economic vitality. 

And one of the issues we have, though, 
in Washington is this—is that because of 
a quirk in the Senate rules, the tax relief 
we provided—not only tax relief for small 
businesses and hard-working people but tax 
relief on marriages and getting rid of the 
death tax, by the way, which is vital for 
families here in New Mexico—but that tax 
relief goes away after 10 years. And so, 
for the sake of economic vitality, so people 
can plan, for the sake of understanding 
whose money it is that we’re talking about, 
I need somebody in Congress who will join 
me in making sure the tax cuts are perma-
nent. And that is Steve Pearce. 

I appreciate Steve’s commonsense ap-
proach to issues. I’m not surprised. After 
all, there’s a lot of commonsense people 
here in this part of the world, and he’s 
from Hobbs. And I know a little something 
about Hobbs—it’s right around the corner 
from Jal. [Laughter] People there have got 
common sense. They see a problem, and 
they try and solve it. 

Let me give you one example of what 
I’m talking about, something I talked about 
when I was in Oregon the other day, and 
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that is, we’ve got a problem with our for-
ests. We’ve got a problem with an impor-
tant national treasure. You see, there has 
been an attitude that if you just leave 
things be, the forests will be more healthy. 
And we’re learning—we’re paying a price 
now for that kind of attitude. By letting 
things be, kindling piles up. And then light-
ning will strike, and all of a sudden we’ve 
got these massive fires that are destroying 
a national treasure. 

Steve proposed legislation that would en-
courage thinning so that we would make 
the forests more healthy and more long 
lived. That’s the kind of commonsense ap-
proach we need in Washington, DC. For 
the sake of our national heritage, for the 
sake of our forests, let’s bring some com-
mon sense to conservation/environmental 
policy. 

I appreciate a man who understands 
farming and ranching. And that’s really im-
portant in Washington, DC. You see, one 
of the great advantages we have as a nation 
is that we provide more food to our people 
than we need. Imagine if it were the other 
way around. Imagine if we were going hat 
in hand around the world asking for food. 
It would put us in a different national secu-
rity position. No, we need commonsense 
farm and ranch policy. We need to make 
sure that not only do we have less regula-
tion but that we’ve got to sell our products. 
You see, there’s nothing better for our 
cattlemen than to be selling that beef 
around the world. If you’re worried about 
price, the best way to encourage high 
price—prices so people can make a living 
and stay on the farm or the ranch—is to 
not only feed ourselves but to feed the 
world. I intend to use agricultural policy 
as the cornerstone of good economic policy 
for the United States of America. 

We need people up there who under-
stand energy. We don’t have an energy 
plan. I’m waiting for the Congress to finally 
get me an energy plan, one that is based 
upon common sense, one that says, of 
course, we can do a better job of using 

technologies to conserve energy, and we’ve 
got to do things about renewable energy. 
In other words, we’ve got to do a better 
job of protecting the resources we have 
by being wiser about how we use them. 
But we’ve got to find more energy here 
at home. For the sake of job security and 
for the sake of national security, we need 
to become less dependent on foreign 
sources of power. 

We need that kind of voice in Wash-
ington. We need somebody to bring some 
common sense up there. We need some-
body who understands what I understand, 
that education has got to be a top priority 
of this Nation and of this State. Now look, 
I want you all to understand, I haven’t for-
got where I came from. I fully trust the 
local people to chart the path for excellence 
in the public school system. In essence, 
what we have done is, we’re passing power 
out of Washington. One size doesn’t fit all 
in Washington, DC. But it’s important to 
have people up there who understand that 
we’ve got to set high expectations for our 
children, to challenge what I call the soft 
bigotry of low expectations. 

We’ve got to face the fact that there 
are some districts around the country—and 
probably some here in New Mexico— 
where some assume that certain children 
can’t learn, particularly those whose parents 
don’t speak English as a first language, and 
therefore, the system just shuffles them 
through. That’s unacceptable to me; that’s 
unacceptable to Steve. 

And that’s why I’ve insisted that if you 
receive Federal money, you’ve got to show 
us whether or not children are learning to 
read and write and add and subtract. You 
see, if you believe every child can learn, 
then you’re not afraid to measure; you’re 
not afraid to hold people to account; you’re 
not afraid to ask that question: Can our 
children read, and can they write? And if 
they can, there’s plenty of praise for our 
teachers. And for those of you who teach 
or are involved with public schools, I thank 
you from the bottom of my heart. But 
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we’ve got to use the accountability system 
to catch the problems early and to solve 
the problems early, before it is too late. 
This business about just quitting on kids 
has got to end. No child in America should 
be left behind. 

And I appreciate Steve’s service in the 
Armed Forces. And that’s important knowl-
edge to have in Washington, DC, because 
we’re at war, and we’re in a tough struggle. 
We’re in a tough struggle against a deter-
mined enemy. They’re nothing but a bunch 
of coldblooded killers, is how I define 
them. These are people who truly hate. 
They hate what we stand for, particularly 
because we love what we stand for. We 
love freedom. They hate us because we 
love freedom. We love the fact that people 
are able to worship the Almighty in a free 
society. They have hijacked a great religion 
to profess their hate. See, they don’t like 
the idea of people being able to express 
themselves freely. 

And so long as we hold those values 
dear, they will come after us. That’s just 
the way—just the way they are. And so 
our biggest job—and I say ‘‘our’’; it’s a col-
lective effort, but a lot of it starts in Wash-
ington, DC—is to secure the homeland. It’s 
to do everything we can to make sure that 
the good people of this country don’t suffer 
what happened on September the 11th. 

And we’re making some progress; we 
really are. There’s a lot of hard-working 
folks, folks at the Federal level and at the 
State level and at the local level, who are 
working hour after hour to run down any 
hint, any lead, and disrupting any possible 
plans to hit America. 

I’ve made a proposal there in Wash-
ington. I want to explain to you right quick 
about why I did so. I said, ‘‘We need to 
create a new Department of Homeland Se-
curity.’’ When I first said that, a couple 
of my buddies in Texas said, ‘‘I thought 
you ran on the platform that you weren’t 
going to make Government bigger.’’ I said, 
‘‘That’s true; that’s true, but I’d definitely 
like to make it better.’’ And when we have 

a responsibility, it ought to be able to do 
its job. And my concern, having looked 
carefully at the situation, is that there’s over 
100 agencies in Washington, DC, that have 
something to do with the homeland secu-
rity. They’re scattered everywhere. It’s aw-
fully hard to create a culture and set pri-
ority when they’re scattered about. 

And so I said to the Congress, ‘‘Why 
don’t you create a Department of Home-
land Security, so that we can better enforce 
our borders?’’ Listen, we need to know 
who’s coming in, what they’re bringing in, 
and if they’re staying, and if they’re not— 
or if they’re leaving, when they’re supposed 
to be leaving. We need to do a better job 
of coordinating a first-responder strategy 
with our brave police and sheriffs depart-
ments and EMS teams and fire teams 
around the country. We need to do a better 
job of understanding the effects of weapons 
of mass destruction and being able to re-
spond to those threats. We’ve got to have 
the capacity to gather intelligence, analyze 
intelligence, assess our vulnerabilities, and 
deal with them. And that’s what this new 
Homeland Department is going to do. 

I made good progress in the House. I 
want to thank Joe for his vote. It’s got 
a little problem in the Senate because the 
Senate appears to be more worried about 
special interests in Washington, DC, as op-
posed to the interests of the American peo-
ple. They want to micromanage the De-
partment. 

I’ll give you an example. We’ve got, as 
you know as well as anybody else—we’ve 
got agencies on our border. They wear dif-
ferent uniforms. They’ve got different strat-
egies sometimes. They’ve got a stovepipe-
type organization. For the sake of our 
homeland security, I need the ability to 
be able to put the right people at the right 
time at the right place, in order to protect 
America. We’ve got to be able to have 
interoperability between our agencies, be-
tween Customs and the INS and the Bor-
der Patrol, for the sake of the security. 
I will not accept a bill from the Senate 

1492 



e Aug 04 2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00341 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.008 193761

Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Aug. 24 

which ties our hands and does not let us 
do the job you want us to do to protect 
our homeland. 

But the best way to make sure we secure 
the homeland is to get the enemy and hunt 
them down, one by one. And that’s what 
we’re going to have to do. It’s a different 
kind of strategy because it’s a different kind 
of war. In the old days there was infantry 
and tanks and formations and fleets. That’s 
not the kind of war we’re facing right now. 
We’re facing a war in which the com-
manders hide in a cave and send youngsters 
to their suicidal death. They blend in big 
cities; they hide. But we’ve got them on 
the run. We’re flushing them out one by 
one, and we’re making pretty good 
progress. We really are. We’ve hauled in 
over a couple thousand of them, and a like 
number wasn’t as lucky. They met their 
fate. 

But there’s more of them out there. 
There’s more of them out there, and we’re 
learning who they are. And they’re just not 
going to be able to hide from us because, 
one, we’ve got a great military, and two, 
we put a vast coalition together of people 
who understand what’s at stake. 

I submitted to the Congress a significant 
increase in our defense budget. I want to 
explain to you why I did. It’s significant— 
it’s the most significant since Ronald 
Reagan was the President. And I did so 
because I wanted to send two messages 
to our country and to everybody else, and 
that is, one, anytime we put one of our 
troops in harm’s way, they must have the 
best equipment and the best pay and the 
best possible training. We owe it to our 
soldiers—[applause]—we owe it to our 
troops, and as importantly, we owe it to 
our troops’ families. And secondly, the in-
crease in the defense spending should send 
a clear message to friend and foe alike that 
the United States of America is a deter-
mined and patient nation, that we will do 
whatever it takes to defend our freedom. 
No matter how long it takes, we’re going 
to do what it takes to bring peace to the 

world. Oh, you hear some of them squawk-
ing about it up there, but I think most 
Americans understand what’s at stake. They 
remember the horrors of September the 
11th. They know that there is a determined 
enemy. They know that we are never going 
to abandon the values which we hold dear, 
and so long as we hold those values dear, 
they may try and come and get us. 

I laid out some doctrine early in this 
conflict—two basic doctrine: one said that 
if you harbor a terrorist, you’re just as 
guilty as the terrorist; if you feed them 
or clothe them or hide them, you’re guilty. 
And the Taliban found out exactly what 
we meant. Now, I do want you to tell your 
children—and I say this every chance I 
get—that your great Nation, in upholding 
that doctrine, went into Afghanistan not to 
conquer anybody but to liberate people. 
And that’s what we did. We got young girls, 
many young girls, going to school for the 
first time, thanks to the United States of 
America. 

And we’re still there. We’re there to help 
promote democracy, a value which we hold 
dear. And we’re there to hunt down Al 
Qaida. Anytime they bunch up or anytime 
we find them, we’ve got fantastic troops 
on the ground, hunting them down, one 
person at a time. 

That doctrine pertains to other countries, 
of course, and the idea is, once you get 
them flushed out and get them on the run, 
there ought to be no place for them to 
light, no safe haven, no possible place to 
train. So you need to know your Govern-
ment is doing everything we can to con-
tinue to remind other countries that we 
expect them to be with us or with the 
enemy. 

Recently, a couple of months ago, the 
Philippines had a problem there with what 
they call the Abu Sayyaf * group. They had 
kidnaped two Americans, the Burnhams, 
from Kansas. They were Al Qaida-related, 
and the Philippine Government, thanks to 

* White House correction. 
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our training, went and got the head of the 
Abu Sayyaf. * Slowly but surely, we’re ac-
complishing our mission. And we will not 
stop until we finish. 

There’s a long way to go. We’ve got a 
lot of work to do, and sometimes you’ll 
see the work on your TVs, and sometimes 
you won’t. It creates a certain sense of anx-
iety amongst the speculators and the pun-
dits, but that’s okay. It’s a new kind of 
war. We’re steady; we’re patient, and we’re 
making progress, because we understand 
the stakes, and the stakes are high. The 
stakes are these: whether or not our chil-
dren can grow up in a free and peaceful 
world. Those are the stakes, and that’s why 
I talk about making sure that the world’s 
worst leaders aren’t able to develop and 
harbor the world’s worst weapons. 

Now listen, I’ve got a lot of tools at my 
disposal, and I’m a patient, patient man. 
But I understand freedom, and I under-
stand history has put the spotlight on this 
country. And so long as I’m the President, 
this country isn’t going to blink; we’re going 
to lead. And I look forward to having 
Steve’s support in this effort. 

I want you to know that I believe—I 
firmly believe that by leading this coalition 
and by remaining strong and diligent and 
focused, that we can achieve peace. It’s 
very important for you to tell the young-
sters who are trying to figure out what all 
this means that the goal in this Nation is 
a peaceful world. That’s what I hope. 
Sometimes it may not look like we’re get-
ting there, but that is where we’re headed, 
and that’s what I believe we can accom-
plish. Not only do I believe we can achieve 
peace here, but I believe we can achieve 
peace in other troubled areas. I firmly be-
lieve that if we remain strong on terror 
and promote values of human dignity and 
the values of freedom, that we can achieve 
peace in the Middle East or in South Asia. 

The enemy must have not known who 
they were hitting. They thought that we 
were a selfish nation, you know, that we 
were so materialistic that all we would do 

is file a lawsuit—[laughter]—that we 
weren’t tough, that we didn’t have char-
acter. That’s what they must have thought. 
They’re learning otherwise. 

You see, this is a nation which knows 
what I know, that out of the evil done 
to our country is going to come some good, 
not only a more peaceful world but a more 
compassionate country, a country in which 
everybody understands that the American 
Dream is meant for them—everybody. My 
belief is that one of—when one suffers, 
all of us suffers. I also know there’s limita-
tions on Government, that Government can 
hand out money. We do a pretty good job 
of it sometimes, but what Government can-
not do is affect the human spirit. It can’t 
put hope in people’s hearts. It can’t put 
a sense of purpose in people’s lives. Gov-
ernment is not love. Love comes when our 
fellow Americans put their arms around the 
shoulder of somebody who hurts, and says, 
‘‘I love you. I love you. What can I do 
to help you?’’ 

People say, ‘‘I’d like to join the war on 
terror,’’ or, ‘‘What can I do to make my 
country a better place?’’ And my answer 
is, love your neighbor just like you’d like 
to be loved yourself. Mentor a child. Have 
a Boy Scout troop or a Girl Scout troop. 
Be willing to teach people values. Make 
a difference in one person’s life. Oh, I 
know that that doesn’t seem huge. One 
person can’t do everything, but one person 
can do something. One person can be that 
somebody who’s making a difference in a 
child’s life or a neighbor’s life. 

And that’s happening in America; it really 
is. People are beginning to understand. 
They’ve taken a step back, and they’ve said, 
‘‘What is this all about? What does it mean 
to be an American?’’ I believe Americans 
from all walks of life—every political party, 
even those that can’t stand politics— un-
derstand that patriotism means serving 
something greater than just yourself. 

The enemy hit us. They didn’t know who 
they were hitting. They’re paying a terrible 
price and will continue to do so. But the 
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dividend of the tragedy is going to be a 
stronger America. And by ‘‘stronger Amer-
ica,’’ I mean a more hopeful America, a 
decent America, an America where any-
body, regardless of their background, 
comes. They will have the opportunities 
that we have had. 

There’s addiction in our society. There’s 
hopelessness in our society. There’s father-
less in our society. But all those problems 
that may seem insurmountable can be 
solved one citizen at a time. And so my 
call to our country is, be that citizen mak-
ing a difference in somebody’s life. 

I first started running for politics in— 
well, the second time I ran for—the first 
time I didn’t do so good—[laughter]—in 
Midland. Came in second in a two-man 
race. [Laughter] We’ve got some friends 
from Lubbock here. They may remember 
that. [Laughter] The second time I ran, 
I said, ‘‘I hope to be a part of a cultural 
change in America. I hope that I can, in 
some small way, influence a shift in the 
culture from one that had said, ‘If it feels 
good, just go ahead and do it, and if you’ve 
got a problem, blame somebody else for 
your problems.’ ’’ See, my hope was that 
our society would evolve toward a period 
in which all of us are responsible for the 
decisions we make in life, that if you’re 
a mom or a dad, your most important job 
and your most important responsibility is 
to love your children with all your heart 
and all your soul, that if you’re a citizen 
of Las Cruces, New Mexico, or Hobbs, 
New Mexico, you have a responsibility to 
ensure that your school system is the best 
it can possibly be, to support your teachers, 
to work in your community in any way it 
takes to make a difference in somebody’s 
life. 

I’m a big proponent of what I call the 
Faith-Based Initiative, because I under-
stand that many times a changed heart will 

lead to a changed life, and out of our 
churches or synagogues or mosques come 
the capacity to change a person’s heart, to 
make America a better and more decent 
place. 

The period of responsibility is coming. 
I can see it all across our country. People 
have assumed that new patriotism. It’s not 
just rooting for a military. It is being an 
active citizen, a participant in making 
America a genuinely decent place. And per-
haps the most poignant example of that 
came on Flight 93. Citizens were flying 
across the country, you may remember. 
They had heard that the airplane was going 
to be a weapon. They said to their loved 
ones, ‘‘I love you. I love you.’’ They said 
a prayer. One guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They 
drove the plane in the ground to serve 
something greater than themselves in life. 

No, out of the evil done to America is 
going to come incredible good, because this 
is the finest country, with the finest people, 
on the face of the Earth. 

God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:15 p.m. in 
the San Andres Ballroom at the Las Cruces 
Hilton. In his remarks, he referred to Jenna 
Welch, mother of First Lady Laura Bush; 
Cynthia Pearce, wife of candidate Steve 
Pearce; Mary Skeen, wife of Representative 
Joe Skeen; New Mexico gubernatorial can-
didate John Sanchez, and his wife, Debra; 
Rob Perry, candidate for New Mexico State 
attorney general; Sharon Clahchischilliage, 
candidate for New Mexico secretary of state; 
John Dendahl, chairman, Republican Party 
of New Mexico; Ken Zangara, Bernalillo 
County chairman, Republican Party of New 
Mexico, and his wife, Kathy; and Colin Mc-
Millan, chairman, New Mexico’s Bush for 
President 2000 campaign, and his wife, Kay. 
Mr. Pearce was a candidate for New Mexico’s 
Second Congressional District. 
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Memorandum on Development of an Interagency Disability Web Site 
August 27, 2002 

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive 
Departments and Agencies 

Subject: Directive to Develop Interagency 
Disability Web Site 

Twelve years ago, the Congress passed 
and President George H.W. Bush signed 
one of the most significant civil rights laws 
since the Civil Rights Act of 1964—the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. In 
doing so, America opened its door to a 
new age for people with disabilities. 

Through the New Freedom Initiative, my 
plan to reduce barriers to people with dis-
abilities, my Administration is committed 
to ensuring that all Americans have the op-
portunity to learn and to develop skills, to 
engage in productive work, to choose where 
to live, and to participate in community 
life. This effort will allow America to draw 
on the talents and creativity of all its citi-
zens. 

In an effort to remove barriers for people 
with disabilities, I am instructing Federal 
agencies to work together to develop a 
comprehensive Federal web site that serves 
people with disabilities. This site will pro-
vide individuals with access to a single 
point to go online for Government informa-
tion and resources related to disabilities and 
to the New Freedom Initiative. 

The development of this web site shall 
be coordinated by the Department of 
Labor. Information and services for the 
new web site shall be shared by all Federal 
agencies. Therefore, I direct executive de-
partments and agencies (agencies) to work 
together in developing and launching this 
new citizen-centered and useful web site. 
I further direct agencies, within 60 days 
of the date of this memorandum and on 
an ongoing basis thereafter, to work to-
gether to provide information about their 
programs and access to their services to 
the Department of Labor. The information 
and services should be relevant to people 
with disabilities and should include the pro-
grams in the New Freedom Initiative. 
Agencies shall also work with State and 
local governments, as appropriate, in col-
lecting information about the State and 
local government programs and access to 
services for people with disabilities to be 
included in the web site. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on August 
28. 

Remarks at a Luncheon for Gubernatorial Candidate Steve Largent and 
Senator James M. Inhofe in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
August 29, 2002 

Thank you all. It’s nice to be here in 
Oklahoma. Thanks. I appreciate so very 
much the invitation to come and throw my 
support behind a fine United States Sen-
ator and a person this State is surely going 
to reelect, and that’s Jim Inhofe. And I’m 

also honored to be here with ‘‘Governor’’ 
Largent. It’s got a nice ring to it. 

Thanks for inviting me. There’s not much 
that differentiates Texas and Oklahoma— 
maybe the Red River, a little difference 
of opinion about football. [Laughter] But 
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I’m thrilled to be here to see so many 
friends. I’ve always felt at home in Okla-
homa, and I want to thank you all for such 
wonderful hospitality. As my friend said, 
he said, ‘‘You got to remember when you’re 
heading up there, civilization ends at the 
Red River.’’ And as my Oklahoma friends 
said, ‘‘Yeah, depends on which side you’re 
coming from.’’ [Laughter] But one thing 
is for certain—people on both sides of the 
Red River love America. 

I want to appreciate Don Nickles. He 
is a leader in the United States Senate. 
I spent a lot of quality time with him. 
There in the Cabinet Room, we’re talking 
about important issues and plotting strategy 
on how to get things through the Senate 
that are positive for America. Don, he loves 
Oklahoma, of course, and he always re-
minds me about the virtues of Oklahoma. 
But he clearly loves America too. He’s pro-
viding important leadership for our country, 
and for that I am grateful. And I, too, 
want to call you friend, and thanks for 
being here, Don. 

I appreciate so very much Kay Inhofe 
for putting up with Jim and for being such 
a good mom. The Inhofes are—got fan-
tastic values, because they understand: 
Good values, first and foremost, start at 
home. I’m honored to meet—gosh, I don’t 
know how many grandkids I met—11 of 
them. Well, if they all get out to vote, 
it’s going to be a landslide. [Laughter] But 
I want to thank the Inhofe family. I want 
to thank Kay. And I also want to thank 
the next first lady of Oklahoma, Terry 
Largent, in her support for her husband, 
Steve. 

All of us up here on this stage married 
above ourselves. [Laughter] I had the privi-
lege of saying goodbye for a brief period 
of time to our First Lady, who’s down there 
in Crawford. She is—she was born and 
raised in west Texas. That’s kind of like 
western Oklahoma, not a lot of native trees 
and not a lot of water but a lot of really 
good people. She’s down to earth; she’s 
capable. You know, when I married her, 

she was a public school librarian, and the 
truth of the matter is, she didn’t particu-
larly care about politicians or politics. And 
here she is, and what a great comforting 
voice and what a great wife, and what a 
wonderful First Lady we have. I am incred-
ibly proud. 

Anyway, she sends her love. She sends 
her love, and she joins me in thanking 
those of you who want to help these good 
candidates. Thank you for what you’ve done 
and what you’re going to do, which is turn 
out the vote, which is to go to your coffee 
shops and your churches and your commu-
nity centers and tell the people of Okla-
homa you’ve got two good ones in these 
candidates. It makes sense to send these 
people to their respective jobs, not for the 
good of Republicans but for the good of 
all the people in the great State of Okla-
homa. 

I want to thank the members of the 
Oklahoma congressional delegation. I am 
proud to work with them on a regular basis. 
I’m proud we have worked together to ac-
complish some things on behalf of the 
American people. I want to thank Con-
gressman John Sullivan, who is here. I want 
to thank Wes Watkins. And we’re going 
to miss you, friend. Ernest Istook is here; 
thank you for coming, Ernest. Frank Lucas 
is here. I appreciate you, Big Frank, for 
coming. And finally, another man we’re 
going to miss is J.C. Watts. I appreciate 
you, J.C. I’m sure you’ll be able to figure 
out how to get a hold of me if you need 
me. [Laughter] But thank you both for your 
service, and thank all the congressional 
Members for being here. 

I was so pleased to see that my friend 
Tom Cole won a primary in a convincing 
way. He beat a field of good people. But 
he’s going to be the next Congressman, re-
placing J.C. Watts. I thank you for coming, 
Tom. 

I appreciate your Lieutenant Governor, 
Mary Fallin, for coming today. I appreciate 
her long service to the great State of Okla-
homa. I appreciate her working with my 

1497 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00346 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.008 193761

Aug. 29 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

friend Frank Keating, who’s done a fine 
job on behalf of the people of Oklahoma. 
I want to thank the mayor of Oklahoma 
City, Kirk Humphreys. Kirk has done a fine 
job for Oklahoma City. I’m proud to call 
him friend, and I know the people of this 
city are proud to call him mayor. 

I thank Brenda Reneau for being here, 
who is the head of your department of 
labor. I also want to thank Chad Alexander, 
who’s the chairman of the Republican 
Party. And again, I want to thank you all 
for coming. 

Most of all, I want to extol the virtues 
of your next Governor. He’s a solid citizen. 
He doesn’t need a poll to tell him what 
to think or what to believe. It’s clear when 
you get to know Steve that he’s got his 
principles indelibly etched on his heart. 
He’s got his priorities straight. He has faith 
foremost in his life, and his family are his 
two priorities, and then comes government. 
But it’s with—those kind of priorities are 
important for a leader. And that’s what 
you’re trying to figure out, who’s the best 
leader for the people of Oklahoma, who 
has got a vision based upon principle, not 
based upon polls, who will set the right 
priorities for the people of this State. And 
there’s no doubt in my mind that Steve 
Largent has the right priorities for the peo-
ple of this great State of Oklahoma. 

And his first priority—his first priority 
is to make sure every child in this State 
gets educated, not just a few, not just some 
from the big, fancy school districts, but 
every child. That’s his vision. See, he un-
derstands what I know, that if you have 
low standards, you get low results. If you 
don’t believe every child can learn, then 
certain children won’t learn, and that’s inex-
cusable to the State of Oklahoma. 

So Steve travels this State, talking about 
setting the highest of high standards with 
the belief that every child can learn. He 
also understands that if the legislature 
micromanages the public schools, if they 
decide to set all kinds of rules that require 
permission slips in order for there to be 

local control of schools, you won’t get ex-
cellence for every child. So like me, he 
is a strong advocate of local control of 
schools. 

But as well, he understands what I know: 
You’ve got to hold people accountable. You 
see, if you believe every child can learn, 
then you’re willing to say, ‘‘Let’s see.’’ If 
you believe certain children can’t learn, 
then you don’t support accountability. If 
you believe every child can learn, you’re 
not afraid to measure, to determine wheth-
er every child is learning. You see, the ac-
countability is so important to make sure 
no child gets left behind. It’s important also 
to make sure that you address problems 
early, before it’s too late. Steve knows what 
I know: There are no second-class children 
in the State of Oklahoma. 

I appreciate his attitude about the role 
of Government and the entrepreneur. The 
role of Government is not to create wealth. 
The role of Government should create an 
environment in which the entrepreneur can 
flourish, which means you’ve got to have 
wise tax policy. You see, you use your Tax 
Code in order to encourage the entrepre-
neurial spirit. If you over-tax the entre-
preneur, it diminishes the capacity for the 
small business to grow and to create good, 
vibrant jobs. He understands that. 

And one of the big issues that he is going 
to take on is to reform the workers’ com-
pensation system here in the State of Okla-
homa. He also knows that by far the biggest 
engine of job creation is small business. 
That’s where most of the new jobs come 
from in America, and therefore, we’ve got 
to have policy aimed at small business. And 
one thing we’ve got to do, in order to make 
sure small business grows, is to understand 
the role of the lawsuit in our society. You 
need to have yourself a Governor who’s 
willing to look at the plaintiff’s attorney 
straight in the eye and ask for and get 
tort reform in the State of Oklahoma. 

I appreciate his values. I appreciate his 
vision. I appreciate his background. I ap-
preciate the fact that he’s a winner. And 
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I appreciate that I’m on the stage with 
the next Governor of Oklahoma, Steve 
Largent. 

And I appreciate being with a United 
States Senator who stands on principle, 
who does what he thinks is right and has 
lived up to his word. He’s a fellow that 
said, ‘‘I’m going to Washington. I’m not 
going to change.’’ And he didn’t. I think 
the thing that struck me most about Jim 
in our conversation on Air Force One— 
by the way, it’s not a bad way to travel— 
[laughter]—was that when he described 
when his daughter was professor of the 
year. See, he’s from a family of teachers. 
His wife is a teacher. They raised some 
teachers. Jim understands the importance 
of teaching, and for those of you who have 
got family members who are teachers or 
you’re teachers yourself, I want to thank 
you from the bottom of our collective 
hearts up here for what you do. But he’s 
a man who understands the importance of 
teaching in our society, teaching not only 
lessons of reading and writing but teaching 
right from wrong. 

He understands the role of energy, the 
need for an energy policy. See, the people 
of Oklahoma also understand that. We need 
an energy policy in America. We need a 
policy that encourages conservation and re-
newables, but we need a wise policy that 
makes sure we’ve got energy here at home. 
It’s in our economic interests that we pro-
mote jobs through good energy policy, and 
it’s in our national security interests that 
we become less dependent on foreign 
sources of crude oil. We need to get us 
an energy bill. These two Senators under-
stand that. We need to get that bill to 
my desk as soon as they get back from 
the August recess. It’s in our Nation’s inter-
est that we do so. 

Jim also was supportive of the tax relief 
plan that I campaigned on and got through 
the Congress. And that was important. You 
see, you’ve got to remember something 
about our economy: When we came in 
there, the economy was just beginning to 

get into a recession. There had been a 
slowdown, but the first three quarters of 
my administration was in recession. That 
means the economy was going backwards. 
Thankfully, the last three quarters have 
been going forward. But one of the reasons 
why—I’m absolutely certain one of the rea-
sons why is because we let the people keep 
their own money. 

We read from the same textbook. It’s 
the textbook that says, if you let the people 
have their own money, they will demand 
a good or service. And if they demand a 
good or service, somebody will produce the 
good or service. And when somebody pro-
duces that good or service, somebody is 
more likely to find jobs. The tax cut, which 
needs to be permanent—it needs to be per-
manent—came at the right time for the 
American economy. And I want to thank 
Jim for his strong support. 

See, he and I understand this: When it 
comes time to spend the money in Wash-
ington, we’re not spending the Govern-
ment’s money, we’re spending the people’s 
money. 

I want to thank Jim for his support of 
making sure our seniors have got prescrip-
tion drugs and Medicare. It’s time to mod-
ernize an important system. The system has 
lagged behind reality. Medicine has 
changed; Medicare hasn’t. And we need 
leadership in the Senate to make sure the 
Medicare system meets the needs of our 
seniors, not only in Oklahoma but all 
around the country. And I want to thank 
you on that, Jim, very much for your lead-
ership. 

And finally, we need to get him back 
up there so he’ll support some judges that 
I nominated. I found fine people to serve 
on our bench, good, honorable, honest peo-
ple. We named one, Priscilla Owen, re-
cently. She’s smart. She’s capable, one of 
the top students when she was in law 
school at Baylor. She got elected twice— 
I think twice, but I know she got elected 
at least twice statewide in Texas, with over-
whelming numbers. She’s a very, very smart 
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and capable woman. But somehow, some 
of them up there don’t like her. I guess 
maybe they don’t like the fact that I nomi-
nated her. But this isn’t right for the judi-
cial system, for them to be playing politics 
with a fine, smart, capable woman. And 
we need people like Jim Inhofe up there 
to defend my judicial nominees in Wash-
ington, DC. 

And I need him up there because he 
is a strong voice for the defense of this 
Nation. He’s one of the leading advocates 
for national defense in Washington. We 
both understand that history has now called 
us into action. History has now said to 
America: You must defend freedom. And 
that’s exactly what this country is going to 
do. 

I submitted the largest increase in de-
fense spending since Ronald Reagan was 
the President. And I did so for two reasons: 
One, I want to make it absolutely clear 
that anytime we put one of our soldiers 
into harm’s way, that person must receive 
the best training, the best possible pay, the 
best equipment. We owe it to our soldiers, 
and we owe it to their families. 

And I appreciate Jim Inhofe’s strong, 
strong support for that defense budget. 
He’s one of the leaders on the floor of 
the Senate. He also understands that we 
need to send that increase up there be-
cause we want to make it clear to our 
friends and allies and foes that we’re in 
this deal for the long pull. There is no 
calendar on my desk that says, by such-
and-such a date, we’re quitting. See, when 
it comes to the defense of freedom, when 
it comes to the defense of the values we 
hold dear, this United States will be relent-
less and tough, and we will be victorious. 

My most important job now is to defend 
innocent life in America. The enemy has 
taken the battle to us, and they’re still 
there. These are haters. They’re nothing 
but a bunch of coldblooded killers. You 
need to tell your kids—people say, ‘‘Well, 
what do I tell my children?’’ You tell your 
children, ‘‘Because this Nation loves free-

dom, they hate us, because this Nation val-
ues each and every life.’’ See, every life 
is important to America. Every life is noble. 
Every life is worthwhile. That’s the exact 
opposite of the enemy. They don’t value 
life. They’re willing to take innocent life 
just like that. They’ve hijacked a fine, fine, 
and important religion just to cover their 
murderous ways. 

And remember, it’s a different kind of 
enemy. You see, you used to be able to 
measure the strength of an enemy by 
counting his tanks or airplanes or ships. 
These are the kind that go to a cave and 
send youngsters to their suicidal death. 
That’s the kind of people we’re fighting. 
But there’s no cave deep enough for Amer-
ica or dark enough to hide. No matter how 
long it takes, one by one we’re going to 
hunt them down and bring them to justice. 

And that’s what that defense budget says. 
That’s what that defense budget clearly 
says. And that’s why, as soon as the Con-
gress gets back, they need to get the de-
fense bill to my desk and not play politics 
with the defense of the United States of 
America. 

No, that’s the best way to defend the 
homeland, is to hunt them down. In the 
meantime, I’ve got to have a Department 
of Homeland Security that more enables 
me to tell the American people we’re doing 
everything we can to protect the homeland. 
I mean, we need to know who’s coming 
in the country, what they’re bringing in the 
country, and if they’re leaving the country 
when they say they’re going to leave the 
country. We need to have the capacity to 
put the right people in the right place at 
the right time to defend America. 

I readily concede I didn’t run on the 
platform: ‘‘Vote for me. I promise to make 
your Government bigger.’’ I did say, ‘‘I’m 
going to try to make it work better.’’ And 
so when I got up there and realized there’s 
over 100 agencies involved with homeland 
security, I knew it would be hard to hold 
people to account with that many agencies 
scattered all over Washington. So I made 
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a proposal to the Congress. I said, ‘‘Join 
together, and let’s have a Department that 
works.’’ 

The House responded, and I want to 
thank the House Members here. These two 
Senators have responded. The problem is, 
is that there’s other Senators in Washington 
who want to micromanage the process. See, 
they put their own turf ahead of the secu-
rity of the American people. They’re more 
interested in special interests in Wash-
ington than the interest of homeland secu-
rity. I will not accept a homeland security 
bill that ties the hands of this administra-
tion or future administrations to defend the 
homeland against the enemy. 

My point to you is, Jim understands this. 
He doesn’t need—he doesn’t need a special 
meeting at the White House to understand 
this. See, he understands it right off the 
bat, and that’s why it’s important that you 
reelect him. He also understands that 
there’s going to be some tough times ahead 
for America; there just are. If you’re in 
this for the long pull, if you’re fighting an 
enemy that hides in the shadows of the 
world, it’s going to take a while. 

We owe it to our children, however, that 
we keep going on. That’s who we owe it 
to. But not only to our children, we owe 
it to children all around the world. We 
will enforce doctrine—one doctrine says, 
‘‘You’re with us, or you’re with them.’’ And 
we work hard to keep this coalition of na-
tions together. It makes it easier to share 
intelligence and to haul them in when we 
can find them. And by the way, we’ve 
pulled in over—a couple a thousand of 
them. A couple of thousand Al Qaida types 
and terrorist leaders are no longer circu-
lating around. By the way, about equal that 
number weren’t as lucky. 

We’ve got a lot of work to do. We’ve 
got a lot of work to do to also enforce 
that doctrine that says, ‘‘If you harbor one 
of them, you’re just as guilty. If you harbor 
a terrorist, you’re as guilty as the terrorist.’’ 

So it’s important to have Senators and 
Members of the House who understand the 

need for this Nation to be steady and re-
solved and determined and honest about 
the difference between good and evil. It 
also is important to have leadership that 
understands that we must not allow the 
world’s worst leaders to develop and harbor 
the world’s worst weapons. 

I’ve got a lot of tools at my disposal, 
and I’m a patient man—and I’m a patient 
man. But I understand that history gives 
us an opportunity to make the world more 
peaceful. See, out of the evil done to Amer-
ica is going to come some incredible good. 
And you need to tell your little ones that 
part of that good is a more peaceful world, 
that there’s going to be some steep hills 
to climb between now and then, but by 
being tough and strong, patient, smart, and 
wise about using our assets and all the tools 
at our disposal, that we can make the world 
more peaceful for generations to come. 

By fighting terror where we find it, and 
by rallying people to join us, I believe the 
evil done to America—out of that evil will 
come peace. I also know here at home 
that we’ll be a better America. 

I don’t know what went through the 
minds of the enemy when they attacked 
us. They probably thought we were so ma-
terialistic, so selfish, so self-absorbed, so 
greedy, that all we’d do after September 
11th is maybe file a lawsuit or two. They 
didn’t understand the character of this Na-
tion. They didn’t understand that if you 
try to take away our freedoms, we’re going 
to respond. See, we love—we love freedom. 
That’s what they didn’t understand. They 
hate things. We love things. They act out 
of hatred. We don’t seek revenge; we seek 
justice out of love. 

They also couldn’t have possibly realized 
that the evil done to America would waken 
a spirit of compassion in this country. See, 
people say to me, ‘‘How can I join the 
war on terror?’’ I say, ‘‘Just love your neigh-
bor like you’d like to be loved yourself. 
If you want to fight evil, do some good. 
If you want to fight evil, put your arms 
around a child and say, ‘I love you. I’d 
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like to mentor you. I want to help you.’’’ 
You see, in this land of plenty, there are 
pockets of despair, addiction, and hopeless-
ness. I understand full well Government 
can hand out money, but it cannot put 
hope in people’s hearts. It can’t provide 
a purpose for people’s lives. No, that is 
done when our fellow citizens take the time 
out of their life to love somebody. That’s 
when that happens. 

See, America is changing, one heart, one 
soul, one conscience at a time, because our 
fellow Americans have now understood— 
understand—that being a patriot is more 
than the Pledge of Allegiance, pledging 
your allegiance to ‘‘one Nation under God.’’ 
A patriot is somebody who is willing to 
take responsibility for their lives, willing to 
love a neighbor, willing to mentor a child, 
willing to go to a shut-in and help some-
body in need, willing to feed the hungry, 
willing to be a Boy Scout leader, willing 
to change America one soul, one con-
science at a time. And that’s what’s hap-
pening here in America. 

America has understood that each of us 
can’t do everything, but each of can do 
something to make our country a better 
place. Perhaps that was best illustrated on 
Flight 93. Citizens flying across the coun-
try—they realized their plane was going to 
be a weapon. They told their loved ones 
they loved them. They said a prayer. A 

guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They saved lives. 
They served something greater than them-
selves. 

No, out of the evil done to America is 
going to come some incredible good, peace, 
and a more compassionate, decent, hopeful 
America for everybody—I mean every-
body—who’s lucky enough to call them-
selves citizen of this great country. 

We’re going to succeed. There’s no ques-
tion in my mind. On my wall there’s a 
painting of a west Texas scene by Tom 
Lea. He said: ‘‘Sarah and I live on the 
east side of the mountain. It is the sunrise 
side, not the sunset side. It’s the side to 
see the day that is coming, not to see the 
day that has gone.’’ I see a day that is 
coming that is fantastic for America, be-
cause we are the greatest nation on the 
face of the Earth. 

God bless, and God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:25 a.m. at 
the Cox Convention Center. In his remarks, 
he referred to Kay Inhofe, wife of Senator 
James M. Inhofe; Tom Cole, candidate for 
Oklahoma’s Fourth Congressional District; 
Gov. Frank Keating of Oklahoma; Chad Al-
exander, chairman, Oklahoma Republican 
Party; and Texas Supreme Court Justice Pris-
cilla Owen, nominee to be U.S. Circuit Judge 
for the Fifth Circuit. 

Remarks at the Parkview Arts and Science Magnet High School in 
Little Rock, Arkansas 
August 29, 2002 

Thanks for receiving me. I’m honored 
to be here at Parkview. I appreciate the 
Patriots band playing. I’m sorry I missed 
it. They tell me it’s one of the best in 
the State. 

I want to thank my friend Mike 
Huckabee for introducing me. I appreciate 
his leadership. As you’ll hear here in a sec-
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ond, we’ve got some interesting initiatives 
taking place in Arkansas, because of the 
determination by this State and by this 
Government to set high expectations for 
every child. 

I want to thank very much Rod Paige 
for his leadership. You know, when I was 
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trying to determine who to pick as the Sec-
retary of Education, I wanted somebody 
who actually had been an educator. They’ve 
got a lot of theorists in Washington. I 
wasn’t interested in theory; I was interested 
in results. And Rod was running the largest 
school district in our State, the Houston 
Independent School District. And he did 
a fine job, and I figured if he could handle 
the Houston Independent School District, 
the Department of Education was nothing. 
[Laughter] And so I want to thank Rod 
for being here. I appreciate his leadership. 
He understands the role of principal and 
superintendent. 

Speaking about principal, I want to thank 
Dr. Brown, Linda Brown, for her hospi-
tality and all the folks at this fine school 
for making this event—or setting up this 
event, giving us a chance to come. I fully 
understand the Presidential entourage can 
be a burden sometimes. But you handled 
it well. And Linda, thank you very much— 
appreciate you. 

I want to thank Senator Tim Hutchinson 
for coming; Congressman Vic Snyder and 
Congressman John Boozman, three mem-
bers of the Arkansas Federal delegation. 
I appreciate you all being here today. 
Thanks for your hospitality. I appreciate so 
very much Lieutenant Governor Win 
Rockefeller for joining us here today as 
well. I want to thank your mayor, Jim 
Dailey, for being here. Mr. Mayor, thank 
you for your hospitality. I appreciate so 
very much Ray Simon, who’s the director 
of the Arkansas Department of Education; 
Dr. Steve Franks, who’s the director of the 
Arkansas Workforce Education; and Ken 
James, who’s the superintendent of Little 
Rock schools. 

We had the honor—I had the honor of 
meeting them and talking to them and vis-
iting about how best to implement a strat-
egy that not only encourages every child 
to learn but a strategy that continues to 
raise the standards, that raises the bar. I 
found the visit to be extremely worthwhile, 
and I hope they did as well. 

I’m here to talk about education. Before 
I do so, I want to remind people we’ve 
got a lot of challenges ahead of us here 
in America. One of the things that’s very 
important as we confront those challenges 
is to never forget about education. See, the 
big challenge we have now is to make sure 
the enemy doesn’t hit us again. That’s a 
big challenge. I want the students to under-
stand here why someone would want to 
hurt America in the first place. And it’s 
because your country loves freedom; that’s 
why. We love freedom. We love the free-
dom to worship. See, we value the idea 
of being able to—people being able to wor-
ship freely an almighty God. That’s what 
we value in America. And we’re not going 
to change. 

We value the idea of people being free 
to succeed. See, each life matters in Amer-
ica; everybody has worth. And yet the 
enemy, they hate what we love. They 
don’t—they don’t respect innocence. Life 
doesn’t mean anything to them. They’ve hi-
jacked a great religion in order to spread 
their hate. So long as we love freedom, 
there’s going to be this enemy out there. 

And so my biggest job, my most impor-
tant job as your President, is to secure our 
homeland, is to do everything we can, ev-
erything in our power, to make sure that 
you’re safe and your families are safe. But 
it’s even more than that—to make sure you 
can grow up in a free society, to make 
sure that you have the same freedoms that 
I enjoyed when I was growing up. That’s 
the job at hand. 

And let me tell you what we’re doing 
about it. We’re working at all levels of gov-
ernment to run down any lead, any hint, 
any evidence that somebody might be fixing 
to try to do something to America. There’s 
a lot of really fine people at the Federal 
and State and local level who are working 
hard to protect you, working hard to do 
anything we can to disrupt what might be 
a plan to hurt America or Americans. 

I’ve asked the Congress recently to help 
me meet this task by setting up what we 
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call a Department of Homeland Security. 
So when you hear talk about the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, it’s really 
meant to make sure that we coordinate at 
the Federal level all these agencies involved 
with some sense of homeland security. See, 
prior to September the 11th, we never real-
ly had a focus for securing our homeland; 
now we do. 

And the best way to make sure every-
body involved with homeland security is fo-
cused on this number one priority is to 
put them under one Department. And it’s 
moving along okay. Seems to be a few 
roadblocks in the way—some are more in-
terested in their own political turf than they 
are in the security of the American people, 
and they’re worried about special interests 
as opposed to the security of the people. 
But I’m confident that by working together, 
that we’ll get us a Homeland Security De-
partment that will actually function, that 
will have flexibility, that will allow us to 
move people to where they need to be. 
I mean, we need to enforce our border 
in this new day. We need to understand 
who’s coming in, what they’re bringing, and 
whether they’re leaving when they say 
they’re leaving, for the sake of homeland 
security. And I need the flexibility to be 
able to do that. And I want to be able 
to report to you that we do have the capac-
ity to do everything in our power to protect 
you. It’s my number one priority. 

But you all have got to understand the 
best way to protect the homeland security 
is to chase these killers, these people down 
one by one and bring them to justice, 
which is precisely what our Government 
is going to do. I say ‘‘justice’’ because we 
don’t seek revenge; we seek justice. We 
seek justice. And you need to know that 
when we go into a country to enforce a 
doctrine—see, there was a doctrine that 
said: ‘‘If you harbor a terrorist, if you feed 
a terrorist, if you hide a terrorist, you’re 
just as guilty as the terrorist.’’ But when 
we went to enforce that doctrine, this great 
country didn’t go in as conquerors; we went 

in to liberate, and we liberated a country 
from the clutches of a barbaric regime. It’s 
hard for any American to understand this, 
but many young girls never went to school 
because of these people. And now, thanks 
to America and our friends and allies, 
they’re going to school. We’re liberators, 
not conquerors, here in America. Every life 
matters, whether it be an American life 
or the life of an Afghan girl. 

And we’ve got a lot of work ahead of 
us. See, you all are growing up in an era 
with a different kind of war. You used to 
be able to tell the strength and size of 
the enemy by counting his tanks or his 
airplanes. These haters are the types that, 
since they don’t value innocent life, are 
willing to bomb indiscriminately. And they 
hide in caves and send youngsters to their 
suicidal death. That’s the nature of the 
enemy. 

But they have picked on a country which 
is a strong country, a country which, be-
cause we love our freedoms, is a country 
that’s patient and tough and resolved to 
do what it takes to define history in a way 
that is—that values your life and your free-
doms. And that’s what this country is going 
to do. 

We’ve got a big task at hand. I just want-
ed you to know. I want to give you an 
update so that when you read the news-
papers or watch television about this war, 
that it’s a different kind of war. The war 
goes on, and it’s a war the United States 
is going to win. 

These are big challenges for our country. 
These are big challenges for this great Na-
tion, but we’ll meet the challenges. And 
we’ve got another big challenge—is to 
make sure every child gets educated. That’s 
a huge and significant challenge for our 
country. And notice I said ‘‘every child’’; 
I didn’t say just a handful of children here 
or maybe just those who go to suburban 
school districts. I said ‘‘every child,’’ and 
I mean every single child in America. And 
it starts with setting high standards. It starts 
with believing that every child can learn. 
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It’s a mindset that’s essential for this coun-
try. 

See, if you believe that only certain chil-
dren can learn—in other words, if you have 
low standards—you’re going to get low re-
sults. If you set the bar low, that’s exactly 
what you’re going to get. You’re going to 
get mediocrity. So the mindset has got to 
be that every child can learn. It’s a mindset 
you have here in Arkansas, by the way. 
You do; you believe it. I can feel it. I’ve 
been to this—this isn’t my first time to 
go to an Arkansas school. Certainly you’ve 
got it at this school. The Patriots believe 
every child can learn. 

That starts with the leadership of the 
principal. Really fine schools have always 
had a fine principal. It starts with the un-
derstanding of your teachers. And for the 
teachers who are here, I want to thank 
you for teaching. It’s a noble profession 
and an important profession. 

It also is a mindset necessary for the 
moms and dads of Arkansas and America. 
The moms and dads have got to understand 
that they should expect the best for their 
children. They ought to set high standards. 

There’s another part of this philosophy 
that matches what I just said, and that is, 
who best to trust when it comes to meeting 
those standards. See, I’ve learned some-
thing firsthand—I kind of always knew it, 
but not all the smart people in the world 
live in Washington—[laughter]—a lot of 
smart ones right here in Little Rock. As 
a matter of fact, the people who care more 
about the children of Little Rock, Arkansas, 
are the citizens of Little Rock, Arkansas. 
And therefore, the cornerstone of good 
education policy ought to be to trust the 
citizens of Little Rock, Arkansas, to chart 
the path for excellence for every child. 
That’s called local control of schools. 

This new bill I had the honor of sign-
ing—and by the way, I reminded some 
people earlier, I was traveling the country 
with Senator Kennedy of Massachusetts. 
We were an odd couple in some people’s 
mind. [Laughter] But nevertheless, we both 

share the same vision of high standards and 
trust in the local people. He was a sup-
porter of this bill. And I had the honor 
of signing it. I pushed it as well. 

And a secondary—a third part of the phi-
losophy is this, and this is a very important 
part of the philosophy. It says: If you be-
lieve every child can learn, then you want 
to know whether every child is learning. 
See, if you believe every child can learn, 
then it’s important to have an accountability 
system which tells us whether every child 
is learning. I’ve heard it all. I’m sure— 
some of the students are saying, ‘‘All he 
wants to do is test us all the time. I don’t 
like tests.’’ Well, too bad. [Laughter] We 
want to know. How do you know whether 
or not every child is learning unless you 
measure? You got to measure in order to 
know. In order to correct problems early, 
before they’re too late, you must measure. 

See, accountability will serve as confirma-
tion as to whether or not the curriculum 
is working. It will serve as confirmation as 
to whether or not your teacher-training 
programs are working. It will serve as con-
firmation as to whether or not children are 
learning the basics of education. 

And so we have—we say, ‘‘In return for 
Federal money, show us. Show us whether 
or not kids are learning to read and write 
and add and subtract. Show us whether 
or not the minimum is being met,’’ because 
every child matters in America. Every child 
matters, and—as we named this bill—no 
child should be left behind. The name of 
the bill is No Child Left Behind, and I 
meant no child. 

And so, therefore, we’ve got this philos-
ophy in place that the Governor has been 
working on, and your States have been 
working on, and there’s—in an account-
ability system there are consequences. If 
the State is unable to meet standards, if 
a school can’t meet State standards after 
a period of time, something has to happen. 
In other words, you can’t leave children 
trapped in schools that won’t teach and 
won’t change. And so one of the things 
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that’s going to happen is public school 
choice or after-school tutoring. 

In other words, every child matters, and 
therefore, when a child is trapped in a 
school that’s not changing, the parents have 
got to know something is going on. There’s 
a consequence. It’s not meant to punish 
anybody. It’s meant to save lives. Every 
child counts. And so, therefore, what Ar-
kansas is beginning to do as they develop 
standards and accountability—a scorecard 
to let us all know who’s succeeding and 
who needs improvement—you’ve got an 
after-school tutoring program that’s crank-
ing up. And I want to thank the Governor 
for that. And I want to thank the commis-
sioner of education for that. It is a way 
to assure the parents and enforce to the 
children that somebody cares about them. 
If you’re deficient, you need help, and this 
good bill we passed provides that help for 
the State of Arkansas. And you all are on 
the forefront of that. 

You know, one of the interesting things, 
one of the initial grants we gave out was 
for reading. Reading is a civil right. See, 
reading is the new civil right in the 21st 
century. It’s important for our citizens to 
understand that if you can’t read, it’s going 
to be hard to make it in America. If you 
cannot read, you’ve got a problem. And 
if you can’t read in the fourth grade, it’s 
likely you’re not going to be able to read 
in the eighth grade. And we’ve got to get 
it right, folks, early, before it’s too late. 
Accountability will tell us whether or not 
the curriculum you’re using makes sense. 

And there is a science to reading. It’s 
not an art. It’s a science. We know what 
works and what doesn’t work. And so part 
of this no child left behind—we have what 
we call the Reading First program, with 
significant grants to States, to get people 
up to speed, to get them to the starting 
line. To make sure the accountability sys-
tem has got merit, every child has got to 
be reading early. 

And the State of Arkansas has got a read-
ing program based upon sound research 

and a reading program that has been prov-
en to be effective. And so you’ve got one 
of the first Reading First grants in this 
State, by the way. And it’s going to make 
a huge difference in the lives of your chil-
dren. And I want to appreciate very much 
those who are working on making sure that 
the minimum is met—no child is left be-
hind. But the minimum is not good enough 
for America. See, we don’t believe in the 
minimum in this country; we believe in the 
maximum. 

We’ve got to aim higher. We need to 
challenge every student—I don’t mean just 
the top 10; I mean every student needs 
to be challenged. We’ve got to make sure 
that people understand, starting with the 
parents, by the way, that they ought to 
challenge their children to take the tough-
est classes possible. That’s what we have 
to do. You can get people up to the min-
imum, but that’s not good enough. We’ve 
got to provide people to continue to chal-
lenge themselves. 

I talked to three fine students today, two 
from this school and one from another 
school, talking about the need to be chal-
lenged. We heard from—we heard that 
many times parents don’t really understand 
the significance of challenging—of having 
their students taking challenging courses, 
that many students—and maybe you all are 
some of them here—say, ‘‘Well, I don’t 
want to take a tough course. See, I can’t 
pass that. Only the really smart people take 
the tough courses, and I don’t happen to 
be all that smart. Therefore, I’m not going 
to take it.’’ I doubt that’s the case in this 
school, but there are schools where that’s 
the case. 

Or you hear students saying, ‘‘Don’t take 
the tough courses. It will make you a nerd.’’ 
[Laughter] You’re missing out if that’s the 
way you think. See, you’re missing an op-
portunity. It’s an opportunity lost. It is not 
in your self-interest that you think for such 
low standards. And I want the parents of 
this State and across the country to under-
stand that the minimum isn’t acceptable for 
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your children. And there’s a way to 
achieve—there’s a way to achieve some-
thing significant in this State, and I want 
to talk to you about an interesting program 
that we actually tried in Texas that worked. 

But it’s to the citizens’ advantage not 
only that we raise standards and challenge 
students—you’ve got colleges where they’re 
teaching remedial reading—not only col-
leges in Arkansas but around the country. 
That’s not right, see. You don’t want your 
higher education systems to be remedial 
education systems. If you want the best 
for your citizens—and I presume everybody 
in this State does—then we’ve got to get 
it right early and make sure that we con-
tinue to challenge our students. One reason 
I came here is because this is a school 
that challenges the students in two incred-
ibly important subjects, math and science 
and, of course, the arts as well. 

But today I want to talk about what 
we’re creating in Arkansas, called the Cen-
ter for State Scholars. It’s the first of five 
States that had been chosen. Again, you 
were chosen because you’ve got a Governor 
who cares; you’ve got people who care; you 
believe in setting high standards. And 
here’s the way it works. The first thing 
that happens is that the business commu-
nity, which is—and the catalyst will be what 
they call the Business Roundtable, which 
is a national group of large employers— 
comes together, and they start becoming 
involved in the school—Little Rock school 
district, for example. And they start inter-
viewing children in eighth grade about their 
ambitions and explaining reality. If you 
don’t have any ambitions, the minimum 
wage job isn’t going to get you to where 
you want to get, for example. In other 
words, ‘‘What is your ambitions? And oh, 
by the way, if that is your ambition, here’s 
what it’s going to take to achieve it.’’ It’s 
kind of a reality check. 

And again, I’ll repeat to you, the meet-
ings don’t take place with just A students. 
Every student—every student is going to 
be contacted. Every student is going to be 

involved. And then what happens is, is that 
they start promoting advance courses. In 
other words, it’s a practical application of 
reality to what must take place in the class-
rooms. 

It sounds so simple, but it works, by 
the way. We’ve seen it work in Texas. I 
mean, thousands of students have been 
challenged to take AP courses. Thousands 
of students who didn’t really realize the 
value of raising the bar have gone—taken 
extra credits and have learned new lan-
guage. I mean, it is an effective way to 
spread the word to parent and student alike 
that if you’re interested in your future, raise 
the bar. Take the toughest courses. That, 
in itself, has a positive effect on the schools. 

See, I believe teachers want the very 
best. I believe they love the thought when 
students say, ‘‘Teach me more. Raise the 
standards for me, please.’’ This is going to 
be a positive thing for the State of Arkan-
sas, I can assure you. The Texas Scholars 
curriculum score—Texas Scholars score 102 
points higher on the SAT than their coun-
terpart. By the way, this is thousands of 
students, not just a handful. Those who 
have completed physics and pre-calculus 
are now up by 50 percent since the pro-
gram was started 10 years ago. It works, 
and it’s going to be implemented here in 
Arkansas. 

One of the reasons I’ve come is not only 
to herald the need for good education but 
to talk about this center right here in your 
State. I call upon your business community 
to participate. The grants that we’re issuing 
from the Federal Government will help 
kind of bring people together, help people 
understand what it takes to make this pro-
gram successful. It takes business participa-
tion. It takes a willing school district. It 
takes a State that’s willing to facilitate. It 
takes parents who care, and it takes stu-
dents willing to listen. And it’s going to 
happen here in Arkansas. And as a result 
of this program, I firmly believe when you 
implement it, your great State is going to 
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be better off. You’ll shine. You’ll be a bea-
con for others to see what is possible. 

I want to talk about one other thing, 
if you don’t mind. Here’s how I think. Out 
of the evil done to America is going to 
come some incredible good. And I want 
our students to hear that. Out of the evil— 
and make no mistake, what was done on 
September the 11th was evil—is going to 
come some good. I believe the world will 
be more peaceful. And you just need to 
know that that’s the game—that’s the goal, 
is peace in this world, not only peace here 
at home but peace in parts of the world 
where people have quit on peace, peace 
in parts of the world where people have 
said peace is impossible. I think it is. That’s 
the vision I have. And I know by leading 
in that direction that we can achieve peace. 
I believe that. 

And here at home we can have a more 
compassionate America. I don’t know what 
went into the minds of the people that 
attacked us. They probably said, ‘‘Well, this 
country is so self-absorbed and so material-
istic and so selfish that nothing would hap-
pen. Oh, they may file a lawsuit or two, 
but other than that, they’re so weak, noth-
ing would happen’’—is what they probably 
thought. And they’re learning something 
else about America. See, they’re learning 
the true character of the country. 

Not only are we tough when we need 
to be tough, not only are we patient when 
we need to be patient, but we’re a compas-
sionate country. That’s what they’re learn-
ing. See, people understand that being a 
patriot is now—now they understand is 
more than just putting your hand over your 
heart. See, a patriot is loving a neighbor 
just like you’d like to be loved yourself. 
If you want to join the war on terror, do 
some good. 

There are pockets of despair and hope-
lessness and addiction in this good country. 
There just are. And when one of us hurts, 
we all hurt. Now, my view of Government 
is, Government can hand out money—and 
it can, and it does quite often, I might 

add —[laughter]—but what it cannot do 
is put hope in people’s hearts or a sense 
of purpose in people’s lives. That happens 
when a loving soul says, ‘‘I love you,’’ to 
somebody in need. That’s when that hap-
pens. It happens when somebody puts their 
arm around a child and says, ‘‘What can 
I do to make your life better? How can 
I mentor you? How can I help?’’ 

My call to the seniors and juniors and 
sophomores here is to understand that serv-
ing something greater than yourself in life 
is a part of being an American. And when 
the enemy hit us, a lot of good folks 
stepped back and said, ‘‘What is life worth? 
What do we need to do? How can I help? 
How can I serve?’’ Service is a part of 
being a responsible citizen. Service to 
somebody in need is part of being a whole 
person. 

Today I had the honor of meeting 
Connie Melton, who greeted me at Air 
Force One. She’s a graduate of Parkview 
Arts and Science Magnet School. She is 
the founder of the Arkansas affiliate for 
Dress for Success, which provides suits and 
business attire to low-income women trying 
to enter the workforce. I met her at the 
airport. I said, ‘‘How are you doing?’’ She 
said, ‘‘We’ve helped over 100—100—peo-
ple already.’’ She’s been in business, I think 
she said, a little over a year. One hundred 
lives have been changed, she said, through 
the simple act of providing somebody with 
some decent clothes to help them out. 

You see, our society hurts in many 
places, but it can change. It can change, 
one heart, one soul at a time. And while 
we all realize one of us can’t do everything, 
one of us can do something to be a part 
of helping change those hearts and souls. 
Connie Melton, citizen, soldier in the army 
of compassion, didn’t need a Government 
law to tell her to step forward. She listened 
to a universal call, something much higher 
than Government. And she’s affecting the 
community in which she lives in such an 
incredibly positive and hopeful way. 
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Connie, thank you for coming—appreciate 
you being here. 

The reason I appreciate so very much 
Connie coming is, I want all of us, older 
and younger alike, to realize one person 
can make a difference. And I hope you 
do. I hope the youngsters here aim high 
and shoot high. I hope you set high stand-
ards for yourself and work hard. I hope 
you make the right choices in life. But I 
also hope you understand that here in 
America, helping somebody in need doesn’t 
take all that much, but by doing so, you 

can help set the true face of compassion 
for this great Nation. 

It is my honor to come to this wonderful 
school. I wish you all the best. May God 
bless you all, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:55 p.m. in 
the school’s auditorium. In his remarks, he 
referred to Gov. Mike Huckabee of Arkansas. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of these 
remarks. 

Remarks at a Dinner for Senator Tim Hutchinson in Little Rock 
August 29, 2002 

The President. Well, thank you all. Thank 
you all very much. I appreciate your warm 
welcome. Thank you. Thank you all. Well, 
thank you very much for coming out to-
night. I’m proud to come back to Arkansas. 
I’m surprised you let a Texan come here 
this many times. [Laughter] I came here 
today to talk about educational excellence. 
I went to Parkview Magnet School to talk 
about setting high standards and making 
sure no child gets left behind. And tonight 
I’m here to urge the good people of this 
State to send Tim Hutchinson back to the 
United States Senate. 

He’s a hard worker. He cares deeply 
about the people of Arkansas. He’s doing 
a fine job as the United States Senator. 
I’m proud to call him friend. I appreciate 
his advice, and I appreciate you all working 
hard to send him back up to Washington, 
DC. 

I’m so grateful that Randi Hutchinson, 
his wife, is campaigning with him and 
standing by his side during this campaign 
for reelection. I appreciate meeting Randi. 
And it’s an honor to have you here, Randi. 
Thank you. And speaking about wives, I’m 
sorry mine is not here. 

Audience members. Me, too. 

The President. Yes; I know you are. 
[Laughter] You drew the short straw. 
[Laughter] She’s doing great. I’m really 
proud of Laura. She’s down in Crawford. 
It’s where I’m heading after tonight, for 
a couple more days. She—you know, when 
I married her, she was a public school li-
brarian. She didn’t care for politics and 
didn’t particularly like politicians. [Laugh-
ter] Now she’s stuck with one. And she’s 
doing a fabulous job as First Lady. 

I want to thank John Boozman, who’s 
a Member of the United States Congress, 
for being with us today. John, thank you 
for coming down for the fundraiser. I had 
the honor of being with your Governor ear-
lier today. He’s off working. You need to 
send Mike Huckabee back to the Gov-
ernor’s office here in Arkansas. He’s a fine 
fellow. And so is your Lieutenant Governor, 
who is with us tonight, Win Rockefeller. 
Thanks for coming. 

I want to thank members—two guys who 
are running for the United States Congress. 
Former Member Jay Dickey is with us 
today. Jay, thank you very much. And the 
man they call ‘‘TR,’’ Tommy Robinson, is 
with us as well. I appreciate my family 
friend John Paul Hammerschmidt for being 
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here tonight and for being the national 
committeeman from the State of Arkansas. 
Thank you, John Paul. I want to thank your 
chairman, Marty Ryall, for his leadership 
here in the State of Arkansas. 

And I appreciate all the grassroots activ-
ists who are here. I appreciate you for what 
you have done and what you’re going to 
do. See, over the next couple of months, 
you need to go to your coffee shops and 
your churches and your synagogues and 
your community centers and turn out the 
vote. You need to tell the people, when 
you find a good one like Tim Hutchinson, 
‘‘We need to send him back to office.’’ 

And there are some good reasons why, 
starting with the fact that he has a good 
vision for education. We passed a good 
piece of legislation out of Washington for 
education. It’s one that Tim had a lot to 
do with. He worked hard on that legisla-
tion. And let me describe the principles 
and why it’s so important to have this type 
of person in Washington. It first starts— 
the bill says, and he and I both believe, 
that every child can learn. That sounds sim-
ple, but too often in our society, we’ve low-
ered the standards. We don’t believe every 
child can learn. Therefore, we have low 
standards. It’s what I call the soft bigotry 
of low expectations. If you lower the bar, 
you’re going to get lousy results. So this 
bill believes that if you set high standards 
and believe every child can learn, you start 
with the right frame of mind. 

Secondly, it says, we trust the people of 
Arkansas, the people of this good State, 
the people of Little Rock and Jonesboro 
and all the cities, to chart the path for 
excellence for every child in their commu-
nity. We believe in local control of schools. 

And finally, at the core of the bill is 
this principle: It says, we want to know 
whether or not our children are learning. 
You see, if you believe every child can 
learn, the next question is, are they? And 
the only way to know is to measure, is 
to hold people to account, is to let the 
children take a test to see whether or not 

they can read and write and add and sub-
tract. If you believe every child can learn, 
then you want to know. 

And you see, when you find out children 
aren’t learning, it gives you the tools nec-
essary to do something about it. If you be-
lieve every child can learn, they ought to 
show us whether or not every child is learn-
ing. And if they’re not, we need to correct 
problems early, before it’s too late. You see, 
there are no second-class children in the 
State of Arkansas, and no child should be 
left behind. 

I appreciate Tim’s stand on education 
policy, and I appreciate his stand on tax 
policy. When I took office, I knew things 
were kind of slow, but I didn’t realize that 
we were in the beginning of a recession. 
The first three quarters of my Presidency 
were negative growth; that means recession. 
Thankfully, people like Tim Hutchinson 
supported my call for tax relief. See, we 
read from the same textbook. It’s a little 
different from some of the other ones in 
Washington. It says, if you let a person 
keep their own money, they will demand 
a good or a service if they have more 
money. And when they demand a good or 
a service, somebody is likely to produce 
the good or a service. And when somebody 
produces the good and service, somebody 
is more likely to find jobs in the midst 
of a recession. It is important to let the 
people have their own money. 

Tim was the original author of the $500-
per-child tax credit in the House. And he 
supported the doubling of that tax credit 
in the new tax relief plan. Not only does 
the tax relief plan lower all rates, which, 
by the way, stimulates small-business 
growth—see, most of the new jobs in Ar-
kansas and around the country are created 
by small businesses. Seventy percent of new 
jobs in America are created by the entre-
preneurs who start their own business. Yet 
most of those small businesses are sole pro-
prietors or limited partnerships, which 
means they pay taxes at the individual rate. 
When you lower the individual rates, you 
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stimulate the growth of our economy by 
stimulating the entrepreneurial spirit in 
America. 

This tax relief plan did more than that. 
It mitigated the ill effects of a marriage 
penalty. The Tax Code ought to promote 
family, not discourage family. And finally, 
the tax relief plan put the death tax on 
its way to extinction. I know there’s a lot 
of farmers and ranchers in this State and 
some in this audience. The death tax is 
bad for our ranching families. It’s bad for 
our farming families, and it’s bad for the 
entrepreneurial families of Arkansas. 

And Tim was right by my side on this 
tax relief plan. But what’s interesting—not 
interesting, kind of a quirk in the law, is 
that all this, all the tax relief that we passed 
goes away after 10 years from the sign of 
passage—from the time of passage. That’s 
the quirk in the Senate rules. It’s hard to 
explain, I understand. You ought to try that 
in the Crawford coffee shop. [Laughter] On 
the one hand, we giveth; on the other hand, 
we taketh away. For the sake of planning, 
for the sake of economic vitality, for the 
sake of job growth, you need to have a 
United States Senator who will join me in 
making this tax relief permanent. 

I appreciate Tim’s concern about health 
care, health care not just for Republicans 
but health care for everybody who lives 
in Arkansas. He’s on the leading edge of 
those in the Senate who want to bring a 
reasonable reform to Medicare. See, Medi-
care is an incredibly important program, 
but medicine has changed, and the pro-
gram hasn’t. Medicine has changed, and yet 
the bureaucracy still strangles the capacity 
for our seniors to get the care they need. 
We need to reform Medicare and make 
sure our seniors have got prescription 
drugs. 

I appreciate Tim’s support for the farm 
bill. See, he and I understand that good 
economic policy at home means that you’ve 
got to have a strong agricultural sector. It’s 
a luxury for this President to be able to 
say we feed ourselves. Imagine if we were 

around the world asking for food. We’ve 
got a great farm economy, and the farm 
bill we passed recognizes that. And Tim 
was one of the leaders that helped get that 
farm bill out of the Senate and to my desk. 
I was proud to sign the farm bill. It was 
good for Arkansas farmers. 

And finally, I appreciate his leadership 
on sending a clear message to people who 
have got positions of responsibility in Amer-
ica. Our economy was hurt by a recession, 
and then it got shocked by the attacks of 
September the 11th. And then, of course, 
we found out that bubbling up through the 
years was this business about people trying 
to cook the books, some of our corporate 
leaders deciding that the best way to get 
ahead was not to tell the truth, was not 
to uphold their responsibilities to employee 
and shareholder alike. 

I signed the most comprehensive cor-
porate reform legislation since Franklin 
Roosevelt was the President. And Tim 
Hutchinson was a strong supporter. It says 
this: If we catch you cheating, if you’re 
not a responsible citizen, if you think you 
can cook the books, you’re wrong. We’re 
going to find you, and we’ll prosecute you, 
and no more easy money, just hard time. 

Finally, I support—I appreciate Tim’s 
support on our war against terror and our 
need to protect the homeland. My most 
important job is to protect the homeland, 
is to protect innocent people. After Sep-
tember the 11th, the stakes obviously 
changed. The enemy brought war to us, 
and they’re still out there. They just are. 
By the way, they’re nothing but a bunch 
of coldblooded killers. They hate us be-
cause we love freedom. They can’t stand 
the thought of a society which values free 
speech, which says you can worship the 
Almighty any way you see fit. They hate 
the idea of people being able to come to 
our country and succeed. The more we love 
freedom, the more they hate us. But you 
know what, we’re never going to stop loving 
freedom. This great country loves freedom 
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and will do anything it takes to protect 
that freedom. 

You need to know there’s a lot of good 
folks working a lot of hours to protect you. 
Anytime we get a hint or any piece of 
evidence that somebody might be plotting 
against America, we’re moving—we’re mov-
ing. There’s a lot of good folks who are 
gathering intelligence and now sharing it 
like it’s never been shared before. Obvi-
ously, everything we hear we take seriously, 
and we’re trying to do everything we can 
to disrupt and deny. 

In order to make sure that I can look 
you in the eye and say, ‘‘We’re doing every-
thing to secure the homeland,’’ I have 
asked the Congress to join me in setting 
up a Department of Homeland Security. 
I did so because in order to change a cul-
ture and in order to set homeland security 
as a number one priority, I felt like we 
needed to gather up agencies involved with 
the homeland security and put them under 
one umbrella organization. You see, there’s 
over 100 of them, scattered all over Wash-
ington, which means it’s kind of hard to 
set a tone and a culture. It’s hard to set 
a priority. 

And so I asked Congress, I said, ‘‘Let’s 
get together and come up with an Amer-
ican idea’’—it’s not a Republican idea; it’s 
not a Democrat; it’s an American idea— 
‘‘to do everything we can to give us the 
tools’’—not only me, but future Presi-
dents—‘‘the tools necessary to guard our 
homeland.’’ And I’ll give you an example. 
We need to know who’s coming in Amer-
ica, what they’re bringing into America, and 
if they’re leaving when they say they’re 
going to leave America. And yet, on our 
borders, we’ve got your Customs and INS 
and Border Patrol, three different agencies, 
three different cultures, three different uni-
forms. I need the capacity to be able to 
move people to the right place at the right 
time to protect the homeland. 

The House of Representatives got the 
message. They provided flexibility so that 
this President and future Presidents can do 

what it takes to move people in the right 
place. The Senate, unfortunately, doesn’t 
see it that way. Fortunately, Senator Hutch-
inson does. But see, there are some Sen-
ators out there who would rather listen to 
special interests in Washington, DC, than 
listen to the voice of the people. There 
are Senators who would rather give us a 
rule book this thick about how we have 
to behave and what we must do to protect 
the homeland, than to trust any administra-
tion for protecting America. I refuse to ac-
cept a bill which ties my hands or the 
hands of future Presidents. 

And I want to appreciate Senator 
Hutchinson’s understanding of that. And 
I’m proud to call him supporter on helping 
craft a Homeland Security Department 
which will stand the test of time and will 
do the job on behalf of the American peo-
ple. But the best way to protect the home-
land, the surest way to secure our freedom, 
the best way to leave a peaceful legacy 
for our children is to hunt the killers down, 
one person at a time, and bring them to 
justice. And that’s what the United States 
of America is going to do. 

And it’s going to take a while. It’s a 
different kind of war. People during World 
War II were used to measuring progress 
based upon infantries marching across the 
plain or squadrons of aircraft flying here 
or ships sailing across the sea, getting this 
island or that island. That’s how they used 
to judge progress. This is a different type 
of war, but it’s war. And the stakes are 
just as high. 

See, this is the kind of war where you 
have their commanders hide in caves. They 
find the deepest and darkest cave they can, 
and then they send their soldiers, their 
youngsters, to their suicidal death. That’s 
who we’re fighting. See, these people have 
no regard for human life. Innocence 
doesn’t matter to them. They’ve hijacked 
a great religion in order to provide cover 
for their hatred. But there’s no cave deep 
enough for America, as far as I’m con-
cerned. 
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See, we’ve got a fantastic coalition of na-
tions which understand what’s at stake, and 
we’ve got the finest United States—we’ve 
got the finest military in the world. Our 
soldiers are performing brilliantly under 
tough, tough conditions. And that’s why— 
the fact that they’re in the field is why 
I submitted the largest increase in defense 
spending since Ronald Reagan was the 
President. I did so for two reasons: One, 
anytime our soldiers are in harm’s way, 
they deserve the best pay, the best training, 
and the best possible equipment. We owe 
that to them, and we owe it to their loved 
ones. And for those of you who have got 
a relative in the military, I want to tell 
you how proud that their Commander in 
Chief is. I’m really proud. They’re fine, fine 
people who are sacrificing on behalf of our 
Nation. 

And the second reason I submitted this 
request, as big as it is, is I wanted to send 
a message to our friends and foes alike 
that we’re in this deal for the long haul. 
They understand this war isn’t going to end 
tomorrow, that when it comes to our free-
dom, it doesn’t matter how long it takes. 
The United States of America will fight 
terror and fight its sponsors and will uphold 
doctrine. One doctrine says, ‘‘Either you’re 
with us, or you’re with them.’’ And the 
other doctrine says, ‘‘If you harbor a ter-
rorist, if you feed a terrorist, you’re just 
as guilty as the terrorist who committed 
the murders on September the 11th.’’ 

And we’re making progress. Sometimes 
you’ll see the progress on your TVs, and 
sometimes you won’t. It’s a different kind 
of war; it’s a hard war to measure. But, 
slowly but surely, we’re rounding them up, 
one way or the other. We estimate there’s 
over a couple of thousand of them who 
have now been captured by our friends and 
ourselves, hauled off, no longer a part of 
the army. And another like number just 
weren’t as lucky. They met their fate. 

But we’ve got a lot of work to do; we 
really do. We—our strategy is pretty clear. 
First was to rout out the Taliban. And you 

need to tell your kids this about America: 
One, we do what we say; and two, when 
we went into that country, we went in as 
liberators, not as conquerors. We freed 
people from the clutches of one of the 
most barbaric regimes in the history of 
mankind. Young girls, many young girls, go 
to school for the first time in their lives, 
thanks to the United States of America and 
our allies and friends. 

And we’re not leaving. We’re not leaving 
for two reasons: One, there’s still Al Qaida, 
and we’re after them. Slowly but surely, 
we’re getting them. And secondly, we want 
democracy to flourish in Afghanistan. We 
believe in the values here at home—ought 
to be applied elsewhere, not American val-
ues but God-given values that each life 
matters, that every voice ought to be heard. 

We’re getting them on the run, getting 
them moving around, and then making sure 
that we deny sanctuary to these killers. The 
other day—a while ago, you may remember 
the Philippines. They asked for our help. 
I said loud and clear to them, ‘‘If you want 
help, we’ll provide you help. If you can’t 
do it yourself, give us a call.’’ And the Phil-
ippines, as a result of Gloria Arroyo’s fine 
leadership—and frankly, some of our train-
ing—put a force together and did in the 
head of what they call Abu Sayyaf. This 
is the group of Al Qaida-sponsored terror-
ists who kidnaped two Americans as well 
as others, and brought people to their 
death. They don’t care about life. But we 
got the leader; we got the leader because 
our coalition remains firm. 

No, our job is to get them on the run, 
deny them sanctuary, and slowly but surely 
get them and bring them to justice, which 
is exactly what this country is going to do. 
We owe it to our children. We owe it to 
our grandchildren to make sure that the 
world’s worst leaders do not develop and 
deploy the world’s worst weapons. We owe 
it to future generations of America to make 
our stand for freedom. 

Oh, I know there’s a lot of speculation 
in the press, and you’ve just got to know 
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something about me—I’m a patient man. 
And we’ve got a lot of tools at our disposal. 
We’ve got a lot of pressures we can bring 
to bear. We’ve got friends in the world. 
But for the sake of our children, we’re 
going to deal with the problems now pre-
sented. For the sake of freedom, we will 
not allow these tyrants to hold the United 
States or our friends and allies blackmail 
with weapons of mass destruction. 

I appreciate Tim’s understanding, and I 
appreciate his support on this war against 
terror. I believe that out of the evil done 
to this country is going to come incredible 
good. I believed that shortly after the at-
tacks, and I still believe it. See, I believe 
that the stronger this country is on our 
quest for freedom and our willingness to 
battle terror, the more likely it is we’ll 
achieve peace. And I don’t mean peace just 
for Americans; I mean peace around the 
world. 

The tougher we are against terror, the 
more willing we are to speak clearly as 
a nation, the more likely it is we can 
achieve peace in parts of the world where 
people have quit on peace. Peace is pos-
sible in the Middle East. Peace is possible 
in South Asia. 

I want you to assure your children, when 
they hear their President talk about fighting 
the enemy or bringing them to justice: I 
have peace in my mind. That’s my vision. 
I want there to be a peaceful world for 
all people. See, this country values all life, 
not just American life; every child counts. 
When I say no child is left behind—that’s 
obviously a slogan for education here in 
America—I mean it for everywhere else 
too. Children ought to grow up in a peace-
ful world, and the United States of America 
can affect that peace. It’s not going to be 
easy. There’s going to be some steep hills 
to climb. But if any nation can do it, it 
is this strong and—this Nation that’s based 
upon values. 

And here at home, we can achieve some 
incredible good too. I don’t know what 
went through the mind of the enemy. They 

probably thought that we were so self-ab-
sorbed and so materialistic, so selfish in 
our ways, that after 9/11 all we might do 
was file a lawsuit. [Laughter] See, they 
didn’t understand our country. They didn’t 
know that, when it comes to something we 
value, we’re plenty tough. Nor did they re-
alize that when they hit us, a new culture 
would begin to evolve, a culture of serving 
something greater than yourself in life. 

The thing I love about our country is 
that we’re a compassionate nation. I hope 
you understand that in the midst of plenty, 
there are pockets of despair in America, 
hopelessness and addiction, people won-
dering whether or not the American Dream 
is meant for them. And I believe we have 
a chance now, as we take a step back and 
look at our inner souls, to help solve those 
problems. 

Government can hand out money; I real-
ize that. As I like to say, we do a pretty 
good job of it. But what Government can-
not do is put a sense of purpose in people’s 
lives. It can’t put hope in people’s hearts. 
That is done when our fellow Americans 
put their arm around somebody who hurts 
and says, ‘‘I love you.’’ People say, ‘‘What 
can I do in the war against terror? How 
can I fight evil?’’ My answer is, love a 
neighbor just like you’d like to be loved 
yourself. 

And it’s happening in this country; it sure 
enough is. People realize that a patriot is 
more than somebody who puts their hand 
over their heart and says, ‘‘one Nation 
under God.’’ They understand that a patriot 
is somebody who is willing to serve some-
thing greater than themselves, and that can 
be in all kinds of ways. It can be leading 
a Boy Scout or Girl Scout troop. It can 
be coming out of your church and feeding 
the hungry or coming out of your syna-
gogue and helping somebody who doesn’t 
have housing find housing. You see, it’s the 
millions of acts, millions of acts of kindness 
and decency that take place on a daily basis 
which defines the true character and true 
hope and true decency of this country. 
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No, the enemy hit us, but they’ve awak-
ened a great spirit of personal responsi-
bility. One of the reasons I decided to run 
for Governor of Texas is, I wanted to be 
a small part of a cultural change in Amer-
ica. I wanted to help encourage this coun-
try to reject the culture which said, ‘‘If 
it feels good, just go ahead and do it,’’ 
and ‘‘If you’ve got a problem, blame some-
body else.’’ My dream was to help usher 
in a period of personal responsibility, when 
each of us understood we’re responsible for 
decisions we make in life. If you’re fortu-
nate enough to be a mom or a dad, your 
most important job and important responsi-
bility is to love your child with all your 
heart and all your soul. If you’re a citizen 
of Little Rock, Arkansas, you have a re-
sponsibility to help heal those who hurt. 
That is a responsibility for being an Amer-
ican, and that period of responsibility is 
coming. 

The enemy hit us. They’re evil. But out 
of that evil is going to come incredible 
good. Perhaps the most vivid example is 
that of Flight 93. Deena Burnett is here 
today with us. Her husband was on that 
flight. She knows about which I’m about 
to speak. She heard it firsthand. These 
were great Americans who were flying 
across the country and learned that their 

airplane was going to be used as a weapon. 
Who knows what it was targeted for, the 
White House or the Capitol, but it was 
going to be used as a weapon. Their loved 
ones said goodbye on the telephone. Their 
last words were, ‘‘I love you,’’ to their loved 
ones. They said a prayer. A guy said, ‘‘Let’s 
roll,’’ and they took the plane in the 
ground. There is a new spirit in America 
of serving something greater than yourself 
in life. 

No, the enemy hit us. They didn’t know 
they were hitting—they hit a great nation. 
I promise you, out of the evil done to 
America is going to come incredible good, 
because we’re the finest nation on the face 
of the Earth, full of the finest people. 

Thank you all for coming. May God bless 
you all, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:30 p.m. in 
Governor’s Halls II and III in the Statehouse 
Convention Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Tommy Robinson, candidate for Ar-
kansas’ First Congressional District; Jay 
Dickey, candidate for Arkansas’ Fourth Con-
gressional District; John Paul Hammer-
schmidt, national committeeman, and Marty 
Ryall, chairman, Republican Party of Arkan-
sas; and President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
of the Philippines. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting a Certification Required by the 
Ratification Resolution of the Chemical Weapons Convention 
August 30, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:) 
In accordance with the resolution of ad-

vice and consent to ratification of the Con-
vention on the Prohibition of the Develop-
ment, Production, Stockpiling, and Use of 
Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruc-
tion, adopted by the Senate of the United 
States on April 24, 1997, I certify that for 
calendar year 2001: 

In accordance with Condition 9, Protec-
tion of Advanced Biotechnology, the legiti-
mate commercial activities and interests of 
chemical, biotechnology, and pharma-
ceutical firms in the United States are not 
being harmed significantly by the limita-
tions of the Convention on access to, and 
production of, those chemicals and toxins 
listed in Schedule 1 of the Annex on 
Chemicals. 
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Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The President’s Radio Address 
August 31, 2002 

Good morning. In all of the trials we 
have faced this past year, countless acts 
of generosity and sacrifice have revealed 
the good heart of our Nation. Time and 
time again, our country has shown the 
strength of its character by responding to 
acts of evil with acts of good. And in com-
ing weeks, I ask all citizens to answer the 
call to help those in need and make this 
month a ‘‘September of Service.’’ 

I created USA Freedom Corps, a single 
organization to encourage and assist Ameri-
cans in finding service opportunities both 
locally and around the globe, to harness 
and put to good use the service and ideal-
ism we saw after the attacks of September 
the 11th. In addition, I called on all Ameri-
cans to enlist in the armies of compassion 
and dedicate at least 4,000 hours in service 
to their communities, our country, and to 
the world. 

The response to the call to service has 
been strong. VolunteerMatch, a group that 
matches volunteers to charities on the USA 
Freedom Corps web page, reports that re-
ferrals have increased by more than 70 per-
cent over last year. Requests for Peace 
Corps volunteer applications have increased 
40 percent over the same period last year. 
Online AmeriCorps applications are up by 
95 percent since January. And more than 
48,000 individuals have signed up online 
to participate in the newly created Citizens 
Corps program. 

The response we have seen is more than 
numbers, though. It is a reminder that 
when people help each other, our entire 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., chair-
man, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

Nation benefits. As I have traveled across 
the country, I have met with volunteers 
who have set an example with their uplift-
ing acts of service, volunteers like Maxine 
Phipps, a 95-year-old Iowan who mentors 
and tutors local children through an online 
book club—she uses her computer skills 
as she and her students read and discuss 
books about the importance of citizen-
ship—or Star Wallin, a college freshman 
from Mississippi who founded Project 
CARE in 1999. Project CARE is an organi-
zation that has impacted so many lives 
through activities such as matching elemen-
tary school students with high school men-
tors, collecting food, clothing, and furniture 
for impoverished families, and helping to 
refurbish the grounds of local public 
schools. 

I hope the work of these individuals and 
that of volunteers all across the country 
inspires others, especially our young people. 
Young people have the energy and deter-
mination to do important work, and volun-
teer service can teach them valuable lessons 
about responsibility, community, and self-
lessness at an early age. 

I urge our teachers and schools to begin 
service projects and activities in September 
and to make this new school year the start 
of a lifelong habit of service to others. In 
an effort to assist educators and students 
in getting started, we’ve developed a new 
guidebook, CD-ROM, and web site called 
Students in Service to America. These re-
sources offer valuable information about 
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planning service activities and working with 
community groups. 

More than 130,000 public and private, 
elementary and secondary, home schools 
and after-school programs throughout the 
country will receive these materials in Sep-
tember. In addition, we will encourage 
AmeriCorps members and Senior Corps 
volunteers to recruit more young people 
for service opportunities and to work close-
ly with schools and community organiza-
tions to support in-school and after-school 
programs. Through these efforts, young 
people will learn how important service is 
to our Nation and how to get started today. 

As September the 11th approaches, dif-
ficult memories of planes and buildings will 
resurface, but so will images of brave indi-

viduals coming to the aid of neighbors in 
need. That spirit of courage and selflessness 
has shown the world why our Nation is 
the greatest force for good in history. I 
urge all Americans to honor the memory 
of those lost by serving others. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:41 a.m. 
on August 30 at the Bush Ranch in Crawford, 
TX, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 
31. The transcript was made available by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on August 30 
but was embargoed for release until the 
broadcast. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript 
of this address. 

Remarks at a United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners 
Labor Day Picnic on Neville Island, Pennsylvania 
September 2, 2002 

Well, I thank you very much for this 
warm welcome. Thanks for inviting me. If 
I speak too long, it’s going to remind me 
of Crawford. [Laughter] But I appreciate 
you all coming. I love to see your families. 

I’m here to talk about the greatness of 
this country. And it starts with the fact 
that we’ve got great Americans who work 
hard to make a living to put food on the 
table. Our workers are the most productive, 
the hardest working, the best craftsmen in 
the world. And I’m here to thank all those 
who work hard to make a living here in 
America. I also want to talk today about 
how to make sure our country is safer, our 
country is stronger, and our country is a 
better place for everybody. 

But before I do so, I want to thank 
Doug. I appreciate his leadership. I appre-
ciate his vision. But most of all, I appre-
ciate the fact that Doug McCarron cares 
deeply, deeply about the members of his 
union. Each person in this union matters 

to Doug. You can tell it when you talk 
to him, and I’ve had a chance to talk to 
him quite a lot. He is a fine, fine man 
who cares deeply about people and who 
loves his country just as much as I do. 
Doug, thank you for your leadership, and 
thank you for your friendship. 

I, too, want to thank Jack Brooks. I’ve 
had the honor of meeting Jack before. He’s 
a decent, kind, smart, hard-working fellow. 
And I appreciate Jack’s leadership as much 
as you do. I want to thank Ray Vogel, as 
well, for giving me a tour of the training 
center here. One of the things that distin-
guishes this union is that they understand, 
through training, somebody is going to get 
better pay. If you help a man or a woman 
enhance their skills, it’s going to enhance 
their pocketbook. And I appreciate so very 
much the attention that this union pays to 
the skill level of its members. So I want 
to thank Jack and Ray for helping set this 
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picnic up and giving me a chance to come 
by and talk to you all. 

I also appreciate the Secretary of Labor 
being here. Elaine Chao is doing a fine 
job. Her door is open. People are able to 
come in and visit with her. She’s a good, 
honest, and open person, and I appreciate 
her service to the country. 

I want to thank your Governor, Mark 
Schweiker; your attorney general, Mike 
Fisher; your Allegheny County executive, 
Jim Roddey; and the mayor of Pittsburgh, 
Tom Murphy. Thank you all for coming. 
The mayor has got a lot of spunk. He chal-
lenged me to a 3-mile run. [Laughter] I 
said, ‘‘Fine, see you in Crawford at 4 in 
the afternoon in August.’’ [Laughter] 

I do appreciate—I appreciate Melissa 
Hart and Phil English coming, Members 
of the United States Congress. Thank you 
all for being here. 

I had the honor of meeting a lady named 
Doris Harris today. Where are you, Doris? 
Thank you for coming. You see, the reason 
I introduced Doris is because she volun-
teers her time to help people in need. 
Doris knows that when somebody is shut 
in, they’re alone and lonely. And so she 
takes time to visit homebound seniors, to 
say, ‘‘I love you. What can I do to help 
you?’’ Doris is a member—is a soldier in 
the army of compassion here in America. 
And the reason I bring that up is because 
there are soldiers in the armies of compas-
sion here amongst you as well. I want to 
thank Doris, and I want to thank you all 
for doing everything you can to bring love 
and compassion to the neighborhoods in 
which you live. It’s the true strength of 
the—America. Thank you, Doris. 

You know, Doug mentioned, a year ago, 
Labor Day, I was in Wisconsin talking to 
carpenters. I said that we were a nation 
that’s strong because our people are strong. 
See, we’re a great nation because we’ve 
got great people. I said, ‘‘We’re a decent 
nation because our people are decent.’’ 

I didn’t realize, when I said that at the 
time, how tested we would be. But a cou-

ple of days later, the enemy hit us, and 
they tested the character of this country. 
They tested our will. They tested our very 
fiber. I don’t know what was going through 
their mind when they attacked us. [Laugh-
ter] They must have thought we were so 
materialistic, so self-absorbed, so selfish, 
that all we would do is shrug our shoulders 
and file a lawsuit, maybe. They didn’t un-
derstand the America we know. 

No, they hit us, and we united. They 
hit us, and we’re now working together as 
a nation to make the Nation a safer place, 
a stronger place, and a better place. My 
most important job is to keep our families 
safe. That’s my most important job now. 
I want you to know that there’s still an 
enemy out there that hates America. I’m 
sure your kids, they’re wondering, why 
would you hate America? We didn’t do 
anything to anybody. Well, they hate Amer-
ica because we love freedom. We cherish 
our freedoms. We value our freedoms. We 
love the fact that people can worship an 
almighty God in a free land, any way they 
choose to worship. We value the idea of 
people speaking their mind freely here in 
America. We value a free press; we value 
our freedoms. But most importantly, we 
say, ‘‘Each life matters. Everybody counts. 
Everybody has got purpose. Everybody is 
important in life.’’ 

And the enemy doesn’t view it that way. 
They don’t view it that—they don’t value 
life. See, they’ve hijacked a great religion, 
and they’re willing to kill innocent people 
in the name of their sordid attitude about 
the future. And so, so long as we love free-
dom, which we’ll do forever, and so long 
as this enemy is still standing, they’re going 
to come and try to get us. That’s just the 
reality that we face. And so, therefore, our 
biggest job is to protect the homeland. 

And there are a lot of good people work-
ing hard to do so. There really are a lot 
of fine folks in Washington at the Federal 
level and here in Pennsylvania at the State 
level and at the local level in Pittsburgh, 
doing everything they can to run down 
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every lead, to chase down every idea, to 
hold people to account, to disrupt. And 
we’re making some pretty good progress. 
But I’ve asked the Congress to join me 
in creating a new Homeland Security De-
partment. And the reason I did is because 
I wanted to be able to come and, when 
I see the people, say, ‘‘Our most important 
priority is to protect America, and there-
fore, I want all agencies involved with pro-
tecting America under one umbrella.’’ See, 
if you want the most important thing to 
be done, you’ve got to gather up the over 
100 agencies that have got something to 
do with homeland security and put them 
under one boss, put them under one lead, 
so you can not only change the priorities 
but change the culture. 

I’ll give you one example. We need to 
know who’s coming into America, what 
they’re bringing into America, and whether 
or not they’re leaving America when they 
say they are. But see, on your border, 
you’ve got your INS and your Customs and 
your Border Patrol, three different agen-
cies, and they’ve got different cultures. And 
we need to have them under one umbrella, 
so we can do a better job of assuring the 
American people we’re doing their job. 

Look, anybody who wants to join a union 
can do so in this crowd, with the Homeland 
Security Department. I mean, if you’re a 
whistleblower, you’ll get protections. You’ll 
have all the rights to be free to join. But 
I need the flexibility to put the right people 
at the right place at the right time to pro-
tect the American people, and the Senate 
better get it right. 

No, we’re doing everything we can. A 
lot of people are working hard, but the 
best way to secure our homeland for the 
long run is to hunt these killers down, one 
person at a time, and bring them to justice. 
And that’s what America is going to do. 

And that’s how you ultimately make 
America a safer place. For those of you 
who have got relatives in the military, you 
need to be proud of the job they’re doing. 
I sure am. It’s a different kind of war, 

though. In the old days, you could count 
tanks and figure out how strong the enemy 
was. This is an enemy that hides in caves. 
They try to find the darkest cave, the deep-
est cave, and then they send youngsters 
to their suicidal deaths. It’s a different kind 
of hater than we’re used to. 

But my attitude is, there’s no cave deep 
enough and dark enough to hide from the 
long arm of justice of the United States 
and our friends and allies. And that’s ex-
actly what we’re going to do, folks. It 
doesn’t matter how long it takes. You see, 
they put the spotlight on us, and we’re 
going to find out what we’re made out of, 
and so are they. And what we’re made out 
of is, we’re freedom-loving people who are 
plenty tough and plenty determined to 
make sure the future for our children is 
a future that is free and peaceful. 

And that’s why I want to strengthen the 
military. Anytime you put a soldier in 
harm’s way, they deserve the best pay, the 
best training, and the best possible equip-
ment. So a stronger America, to me, means 
a stronger military. And that’s why I’ve sub-
mitted the biggest increase in defense 
spending since the mid-eighties, when Ron-
ald Reagan was the President. I wanted 
to send a message. The message is: We’ll 
take care of our people. See, we owe it 
not only to those who wear the uniform; 
we owe it to their loved ones as well. We 
owe it to the husbands and wives of our 
soldiers. We owe it to the moms and dads. 
We owe it to the sons and daughters. 

But I also wanted to send a message 
to the enemy and our friends that we’re 
in this deal for the long haul. See, when 
it comes to defending that which we hold 
dear to our hearts, we’re in it for the long 
pull. I’ve asked Congress to get that bill 
to my desk soon. They don’t need to be 
playing politics with the defense bill. They 
don’t need to hold it up for other reasons. 
They need to get home—come from their 
homes—they need to get to Washington 
and get me a bill as soon as possible, so 
we can win this war and fight this war. 
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That’s what—we owe it to those who wear 
the uniform to get the defense bill done 
early. 

And part of making sure we have a 
strong America is to understand there are 
some people who want to find work and 
can’t find work, and therefore, we’re not 
as strong as we should be. A strong Amer-
ica is one where there’s economic security. 
See, we want people working. I know the 
statistics and all that business. What I worry 
about is when I hear the stories of people 
who can’t find work. And so we’ve got to 
make sure that we continue to focus on 
jobs and job creation and job growth. 

I think the ingredients are pretty good. 
I mean, when you think about it, interest 
rates are low. That’s good. Inflation is low, 
and that’s positive. Productivity is up be-
cause we’ve got the best workers in the 
world, and that’s important. So I’m encour-
aged about job growth, but I’m not satis-
fied. And neither should you be, and nei-
ther should the United States Congress. 

And there are some practical ways that 
we can build on this foundation for growth, 
starting with getting a terrorism insurance 
bill out of the United States Congress. Let 
me tell you what that means. That means 
some of these big construction projects can 
go forward. See, a lot of them, they’ve been 
delayed because they can’t get insurance. 
They can’t get insurance because of what 
the terrorists did to America on September 
the 11th. So Doug and I and a lot of other 
concerned citizens have been working with 
Congress. We said, ‘‘Okay, that’s fine. We’ll 
take some of the risk to get these big con-
struction projects moving.’’ There’s been 
over $8 billion worth of projects that have 
been delayed because they can’t get insur-
ance. That means 300,000 workers aren’t 
working. You see, if we want to do some-
thing to make sure the job base continues, 
Congress needs to get moving on a ter-
rorism insurance bill. And this bill has got 
to be good for hardhats, not lawyers. This 
bill—we get this bill, a lot of folks are 
going to go back to work. 

And the same with the energy bill. See, 
the energy bill that we’re talking about is 
a jobs bill. You get the energy bill, we’re 
going to get more jobs here in America. 
It’s also a national security bill. See, we 
don’t—the less we import oil from foreign 
sources, the more our national security is 
strong. And so we want to make sure that 
we conserve more, that we use our tech-
nologies to develop renewable sources of 
energy. That makes sense. We can do that. 
We can do a better job of exploring envi-
ronmentally. But we need a bill—we need 
a bill. We need a bill on behalf of the 
American workers, and we need a bill on 
behalf of the national security of America. 
Congress needs to quit talking about energy 
and get back to work and do something 
on behalf of the American people when 
it comes to energy. 

In order to get confidence back in the 
economy, we’ve got to do a good job of 
making America’s pensions strong. You see, 
one of the things that we did, we passed 
a—part of this corporate reform bill, one 
of the things we passed which made a lot 
of sense is that, if the boss gets to sell, 
everybody else does. What’s good for the 
head person is good for the people on the 
shop floor. We also allow people to diver-
sify out of their 401(k)s. You ought not 
to be stuck in one stock forever. After a 
reasonable period of time, you ought to 
be able to diversify. You need to get the 
best investment advice. We need to make 
sure our workers are protected when it 
comes to pension reform. And the Congress 
needs to act on it. For the good of the 
economy, they need to act on this, just 
like they acted on corporate reform. 

And now it’s my turn to act. Let me 
tell you what’s going to happen. If we catch 
somebody cooking the books, like we have 
been doing, it’s no more easy money; it’s 
just hard time. By far the vast majority 
of our fellow citizens are honest and decent 
and honorable people; they just are. But 
a few have created a—put a bad name out 
there. They’ve created a sense of—lack 
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of—they diminish the confidence of the 
American people. We’re putting those days 
behind us. 

We had Republicans and Democrats 
work together to pass the most comprehen-
sive corporate reform since Franklin Roo-
sevelt was the President. I put together a 
task force. And I want to assure you, my 
fellow Americans, here on Labor Day, that 
if we catch them cooking the books, if we 
catch them fudging the numbers, if we 
catch people trying to put a sleight of hand 
to the detriment of employees and share-
holders alike, there are going to be serious 
consequences here in America. We expect 
people to behave responsibly in our society. 

And finally, in order to make sure the 
economy continues to grow and there’s 
jobs, we’ve got to be wise about how you 
spend your money. See, every idea sounds 
like a good idea up there. Everybody 
throws something out there, and it sounds 
like a brilliant idea. But they always cost 
in the billions, it seems like. One way I 
like to remind Congress about how to be 
fiscally responsible is to remind them 
whose money they’re spending. It’s not the 
Government’s money they spend. It’s your 
money. It’s the people’s money. 

No, we can meet our needs. We can 
meet our needs. And by the way, we can 
make that tax relief a permanent part of 
the Tax Code. You need to have more 
money in your pocket, as far as I’m con-
cerned. No, those are ways for us to make 
America a stronger place by continuing to 
focus on the economic security of all our 
citizens—every citizen. 

And we’ve got to make sure that America 
is not only safer and stronger but a better 
place—a better place. And there are ways 
to do that. One, America will be a better 
place when our seniors have got prescrip-
tion drugs as a part of Medicare. That’s 
a better country, a country that understands 
that Medicare serves an important purpose. 
Medicine has changed; Medicare hasn’t. 
And therefore, our seniors don’t have pre-

scription drugs. It will be a better country 
when we do that. 

It’s a better country when we focus on 
educating every child, not just a few chil-
dren but every single child. I want to thank 
the teachers who are here. [Applause] I 
could tell. But remember, if you’re a mom 
or a dad, you’re a teacher. 

We’re a better country when we help 
people get off welfare by finding them 
work. We’re a better country when people 
learn to work. This training center here 
makes us a better country. It’s a better 
country when you’ve got people who are 
willing to help people help themselves. It’s 
a better country. 

It’s a better country when people can 
own their own homes. When you own 
something, it makes America a better place. 
We’ve got a minority gap in ownership here 
for homes in America. We need to do 
something about it. We need to close that 
gap. We need to help people with 
downpayments. We need to get some—we 
need to get more capital into the market-
place, so people can find ways to borrow 
money to build—to buy their own home. 

No, it’s a—the goal is more than just 
a safer country; it’s a better place for all 
of us, see. I mean for all of us. You know, 
the enemy didn’t realize, but out of the 
evil is going to come some incredible good 
here in America. I truly believe that. I be-
lieve that. 

I believe that we can achieve peace. And 
I want you to tell your sons and daughters 
that we fight for our freedom in order for 
there to be peace, for the world to be 
more peaceful, not only here at home but 
for children all across the world. See, we 
value each human life as important. We 
don’t try to distinguish—everybody has got 
worth in the eyes of the Almighty, as far 
as we’re concerned in this Nation. 

But peace is our goal—peace. There’s 
going to be some steep hills to climb, no 
question about it, but we’re going to work 
hard to achieve peace. Out of the evil done 
by these killers will come peace, we think— 
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I think. We have to be tough and deter-
mined and resolute, but we can achieve 
peace. 

And at home, we can have a better 
America. People say, ‘‘Well, what can I do 
to help?’’ You can love your neighbor just 
like you’d like to be loved yourself. You 
can help a neighbor in need. You can go 
to a shut-in and say, ‘‘I love you.’’ That’s 
just a part of being—a part of loving your 
neighbor. You can mentor a child. You can 
understand your most important responsi-
bility, if you’re a mom or a dad, is to love 
your children with all your heart and all 
your soul. You should tell them you love 
them every single day. Put your arm around 
them. Find somebody who hurts, under-
stand there’s deep addiction and hopeless-
ness in parts of our neighborhoods in 
America, and we can help change that, one 
person at a time. 

See, Government can hand out money— 
pretty good at it—[laughter]—but it can’t 
put hope into people’s hearts. It can’t put 
a sense of purpose in people’s lives. Some-
body said, ‘‘Well, I can’t do everything.’’ 

No, but you can do something. You can 
do something. See, we can change America, 
one heart, one soul, one conscience at a 
time. 

And I call upon our fellow Americans, 
here on Labor Day, to be a part of that 
change in America. Be a part of the gath-
ering momentum of millions of acts of 
kindness and decency which show the true 
face and character of the greatest nation, 
the greatest nation on the face of the 
Earth. 

God bless you all. God bless. God bless 
America. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:35 p.m. out-
side the Carpenters’ Training Center. In his 
remarks, he referred to Douglas J. 
McCarron, general president, United Broth-
erhood of Carpenters and Joiners; John A. 
‘‘Jack’’ Brooks, executive secretary-treasurer, 
Greater Pennsylvania Regional Council of 
Carpenters; Ray Vogel, coordinator, Car-
penters’ Training Center; and Jim Roddey, 
chief executive, Allegheny County, PA. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Honduras-United States 
Stolen Vehicle Treaty 
September 3, 2002 

To the Senate of the United States: 
With a view to receiving the advice and 

consent of the Senate to ratification, I 
transmit herewith the Treaty Between the 
Government of the United States of Amer-
ica and the Government of the Republic 
of Honduras for the Return of Stolen, 
Robbed, or Embezzled Vehicles and Air-
craft, with Annexes and a related exchange 
of notes, signed at Tegucigalpa on Novem-
ber 23, 2001. I transmit also, for the infor-
mation of the Senate, the report of the 
Department of State with respect to the 
Treaty. 

The Treaty is one of a series of stolen 
vehicle treaties being negotiated by the 
United States in order to eliminate the dif-
ficulties faced by owners of vehicles that 
have been stolen and transported across 
international borders. Like several in this 
series, this Treaty also covers aircraft. 
When it enters into force, it will be an 
effective tool to facilitate the return of U.S. 
vehicles and aircraft that have been stolen, 
robbed, or embezzled and found in Hon-
duras. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to the Treaty 
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and give its advice and consent to ratifica- The White House, 
tion. 

GEORGE W. BUSH September 3, 2002. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Fiscal 
Year 2003 Budget Amendments 
September 3, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
I ask the Congress to consider the en-

closed requests for FY 2003 budget amend-
ments for the Departments of Health and 
Human Services and Transportation, and 
for International Assistance Programs. 

These amendments continue my commit-
ment to provide necessary resources to en-
hance transportation security, to assist 
Israel and the people of the West Bank 
and Gaza, and to fight the growing pan-
demic of HIV/AIDS among developing 
countries. 

The details of these requests are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Deputy Di-
rector of the Office of Management and 
Budget. I concur with her comments and 
observations. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on September 4. An 
original was not available for verification of 
the content of this letter. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With Congressional Leaders and an 
Exchange With Reporters 
September 4, 2002 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
It’s been my honor to welcome the leader-
ship of the United States Congress here, 
to welcome them back from the August 
recess. We talked about a variety of 
issues—talked about the defense appropria-
tions bill and terrorism insurance and an 
energy bill, spent most of our time talking 
about a serious threat to the United States, 
a serious threat to the world, and that’s 
Saddam Hussein. 

One of the things I made very clear to 
the Members here is that doing nothing 
about that serious threat is not an option 
for the United States. I also made it very 
clear that we look forward to a open dialog 
with Congress and the American people 

about the threat and that not only will we 
consult with the United States Congress— 
‘‘we’’ being the administration—but that my 
administration will fully participate in any 
hearings that the Congress wishes to have 
on this subject, on the subject about how 
to make America a more secure country, 
how to best protect the American families 
in our country. At the appropriate time, 
this administration will go to the Congress 
to seek approval for—necessary to deal with 
the threat. 

At the same time, I will work with our 
friends in the world. I’ve invited Prime 
Minister Blair to come to Camp David on 
Saturday, and he’ll—he’s coming. I’ve 
looked forward to talking with him about 
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our mutual concerns about how to make 
the world more secure and safe. I will see 
Jean Chretien on Monday, as we—we’ll talk 
about how to make our borders work bet-
ter, but at the same time, I’ll talk to him 
about this subject. I’ll be on the phone 
to leaders of the—China and Russia and 
France, and then I’ll be giving the speech 
at the United Nations. 

Saddam Hussein is a serious threat. He 
is a significant problem. And it’s something 
that this country must deal with. And today 
the process starts about how to have an 
open dialog with the elected officials and, 
therefore, the American people about our 
future and how best to deal with it. 

Let me answer a couple of questions. 
Steve Holland [Reuters], Fournier [Ron 
Fournier, Associated Press], and then Greg-
ory [David Gregory, NBC News], and that’s 
it. 

President Saddam Hussein of Iraq 
Q. Mr. President, what’s your opinion on 

putting U.N. weapons inspectors back in 
Iraq? Will you ask the U.N. to do that? 
Is that a viable option? 

The President. First of all, I’ll be giving 
a speech on Tuesday—or the 12th—and 
you can come and listen to it. But let me 
say to you that the issue is not inspectors; 
the issue is disarmament. This is a man 
who said he would not arm up. This is 
a man who told the world that he would 
not harbor weapons of mass destruction. 
That’s the primary issue, and I’ll be dis-
cussing ways to make sure that that is the 
case. 

Ron. 
Q. So you will be—you will be discussing 

ways to make sure that he disarms? Are 
you talking about having inspectors back 
in? 

The President. I will first remind the 
United Nations that for 11 long years, Sad-
dam Hussein has sidestepped, crawfished, 
wheedled out of any agreement he had 
made not to harbor—not to develop weap-
ons of mass destruction, agreements he’s 

made to treat the people within his country 
with respect. And so I’m going to call upon 
the world to recognize that he is stiffing 
the world. And I will lay out and I will 
talk about ways to make sure that he fulfills 
his obligations. 

Q. Let me just follow up on your open-
ing statement. When you say you’re going 
to seek congressional approval, does that 
mean, in effect, Congress will have veto 
authority over your plan to oust Saddam 
Hussein? 

The President. I’m confident we will be 
able to—I’ll be able to work with Congress 
to deal with this threat to the American 
people. And that’s what I meant. 

Q. Mr. President, you talked about Sad-
dam Hussein stiffing the world. In your 
mind, has the time come to issue the Iraqi 
leader an ultimatum similar to that that 
you issued to the Taliban? 

The President. I am going to state clearly 
to the United Nations what I think. And 
I think that he has not fulfilled any of the 
obligations that he made to the world. And 
I believe it’s important for the world to 
deal with this man. And I believe it’s really 
important for the United States Congress 
to have an open dialog about how to deal 
with this threat. 

We are in a new era. The first battle 
of the—the first war of the 21st century 
took place in Afghanistan. The United 
States is under threats. We are—we spent 
a lot of time, people around this table, 
good-hearted people who care deeply about 
America spent a lot of time thinking about 
how best to secure our homeland even fur-
ther. And this is a debate the American 
people must hear, must understand. And 
the world must understand as well that its 
credibility is at stake. 

Thank you all for coming. 
Q. Are you suggesting an ultimatum is 

coming? Is a deadline coming, sir? 
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Maxwell Gregory 
The President. That’s a fine-looking child, 

fine-looking child. [Laughter] Little Greg-
ory. Little Stretch. [Laughter] 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:42 a.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to Prime Minister 
Tony Blair of the United Kingdom; and 
Prime Minister Jean Chretien of Canada. 

Remarks on Implementation of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 
September 4, 2002 

The President. Thank you all. Thank you 
for coming. I want to thank you all for 
coming. I’m particularly grateful that some 
of the folks on the frontline of education 
reform are with us, not only here on the 
stage, but as I look out in the audience 
I see some familiar faces with people who 
are—refuse to accept the status quo when 
the status quo means mediocrity for our 
children. 

So I want to welcome you here. I also 
want to assure you that one of the big 
challenges that I see for our country, be-
sides keeping the peace and making the 
homeland secure, is to insist that every 
child be educated. Notice I said ‘‘every 
child.’’ It starts with the mindset that every 
child can learn. And I don’t need to tell 
that to the people in this room, but there 
is—some in our country believe in the— 
what I call the soft bigotry of low expecta-
tions. They don’t believe in the bigotry, 
but because there’s low expectations, there 
is a soft bigotry. 

And that’s unacceptable. What that 
means is, there’s certain kids just get shuf-
fled through the system. Certain kids, they 
just get quit on. And we know who they 
are. They’re generally inner-city kids, kids 
whose parents may not speak English as 
a first language. It’s so much easier to walk 
into a classroom full of the hard-to-educate 
and say, ‘‘See you later. We’re just going 
to move you through.’’ And those days have 
got to end, and the people up here on 
the stage and the people here in the White 
House understand—standing here, sitting 

here in the White House—understand 
those days are going to end, for the good 
of the country. 

One of the challenges is to make sure 
America is secure, is safe, is strong. But 
another one of our challenges is to make 
sure America is a better place for all of 
us, and that starts with insisting that every 
child get educated. 

This is a passion that is shared by Repub-
licans and Democrats. I don’t view this as 
a partisan issue; I view this as an American 
issue. And that’s why I was pleased earlier 
in my administration to travel the country 
with some of the bill sponsors, two of 
whom are here, both Republicans and 
Democrats, to sign this bill. That’s a good 
signal to America that we’re coming to-
gether to work on what’s right for the coun-
try. 

And I want to welcome Judd Gregg from 
the State of New Hampshire, who is one 
of those with whom I had the honor of 
traveling, and John Boehner, who’s the 
chairman of the Education Committee of 
the House of Representatives, for being 
with us. And of course, an advocate for 
teachers and for education, Ralph Regula, 
is with us as well. So I want to thank the 
three Members of Congress for coming. I 
appreciate you boys coming over here after 
a long, long vacation. [Laughter] 

Representative. [Inaudible]—back. 
[Laughter] 

The President. Yes, back—[laughter]. 
Glad you’re in town. [Laughter] But I do 
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really appreciate your work on education. 
You’ve been great. 

I also want to thank Rod Paige for agree-
ing to leave Texas—that’s a hard thing for 
Texans to do—and come up here and serve 
his Nation. I didn’t need any theorists in 
the Department of Education. I wanted 
somebody who had been on the frontlines, 
somebody that had actually been, in this 
case, a superintendent, somebody who had 
raised the bar, and somebody that had 
achieved results on behalf of all the stu-
dents in that incredibly complex and dif-
ficult school district. And Rod did a fabu-
lous job in Houston, and he’s doing a darn 
good job here in Washington, DC. And 
Rod, I want to thank you for your leader-
ship. 

I also want to thank the MATHCOUNTS 
champs who are with us. I told them— 
[applause]. Thank you all for coming. I told 
them, in my State, sometimes too often 
we think of the champ only on the football 
field. I’m glad they’re here to show that 
there’s champs in the math arena and in 
the science arena. These champs are just 
as important as any athletic champ we have 
in the country, and I want to thank them 
for setting high standards and working hard 
and showing your fellow classmates what 
is possible. 

And I also want to thank your teachers 
who are here. I know you represent teach-
ers all across the country, and a great 
teacher can make a huge difference in a 
child’s life, and these teachers with us today 
have shown exactly what I’m talking about. 
So congratulations to the student and 
teacher—[applause]. 

So I understand the difficulty of chang-
ing a system that doesn’t like to change. 
After all, I was a Governor at one time. 
And there is a certain—there’s a certain 
unwillingness of people in the school sys-
tem, certain school systems, to change. It’s 
hard. I know that. And yet, the bill we 
passed says you’ve got to change. And so 
the meeting today is a way to tell people 
that change is possible; change can be or-

derly; and change can be, most important, 
productive for student and family alike. 

And that’s what we’re talking about here 
today. The bill said that one—one of the 
cornerstones of that bill that we passed said 
we’re going to trust the local people. That’s 
one way to put it, is it’s not all the smart 
people in the world live in Washington. 
There’s plenty of smart people outside of 
Washington. And there is certainly an at-
tachment to the school system, the public 
school systems, for those who live in the 
public school system’s taxing district, for 
example. 

Nobody cares more about the schools in 
their neighborhood than the parents and 
the teachers and the local citizens. And 
therefore, it made a lot of sense to pass 
power out of Washington, to create a cer-
tain amount of flexibility at the local level 
so people can chart their own path to excel-
lence. This is one of the keys to success. 
And that’s what this bill does. 

And so what we have done today is, we 
have asked people who have taken advan-
tage of the flexibility, that have actually 
done some creative, positive, significant 
things, so others can see what works. It’s 
important for those in the public school 
systems around America to understand that 
it is possible to change and have positive 
results without disrupting the school sys-
tems. 

And that’s what we’re here to talk about. 
And one of the cornerstones of any good 
school system is accountability. Now look, 
I have battled—I have fought the account-
ability fight for a long time. I’ve heard peo-
ple say, ‘‘You test too much’’—particularly 
the students. [Laughter] My answer is, if 
testing determines whether you can read, 
too bad that we test. As a matter of fact, 
it’s to your advantage that we test. 

How do you know, if you don’t give peo-
ple a chance to show us? How do you 
know? It’s the systems that don’t test are 
those that quit on the kids. It’s the systems 
where people say, ‘‘All kids can’t learn. 
Therefore, let’s don’t try to determine 
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whether they are learning.’’ Those are the 
systems where we’ve really got a challenge. 
And one of the things we did say is, if 
you receive Federal money, we want to 
know whether or not you’re succeeding. If 
you want to—all the Title I money we’re 
sending out, we expect there to be results 
because, you see, we believe every child 
can learn. 

And there are creative things you can 
do with the accountability system, such as 
what they’re doing in Indiana. And Suellen 
is here. For a while I thought she was 
from central Texas, with the name of 
Suellen—[laughter]—but it turns out—it 
turns out she’s from Indiana. But they have 
got a—they decided, and wisely so, in the 
State of Indiana, that they’re going to post 
results so people know, so parents know, 
so teachers know. 

You see, with information, people can 
make constructive change. You can deter-
mine whether or not the curriculum you 
are using works. Accountability is incredibly 
important for the school systems. People 
shouldn’t fear accountability. They ought to 
welcome an accountability system as a use-
ful tool to make sure no child is left be-
hind, a useful tool to make sure they make 
constructive improvements in their school 
districts and in their schools. 

And Indiana has made a creative decision 
to put on the Internet, amongst other 
things, how the schools are performing, a 
comparative analysis of school performance, 
how the school’s teachers—how many 
school teachers are certified under Indiana 
law. They can compare schools within a 
district. It is a useful way to use account-
ability as a management tool. It is also a 
useful way to encourage citizen involve-
ment. You see, the more information a par-
ent or a citizen knows, the more likely it 
is that parent or citizen is going to be in-
volved in a school district. 

Too often people say, ‘‘My schools are 
doing just fine.’’ You all have heard that 
more than I have. Too often people—‘‘Ev-
erything is just fine in my school. How 

do I know? My child told me,’’ until you 
see a comparison, and then you realize that 
perhaps we need to ratchet up the bar a 
little higher. We need the make sure that 
the standards are raised, because every 
child counts here in this country. 

We’ve also got to make sure that the 
schools—the accountability system insists 
that the—that each child is recognized. 
There’s a fancy word for it called 
‘‘disaggregation of data.’’ I don’t want to 
disturb the press corps by using a long 
word. [Laughter] I know what it means. 
[Laughter] You see, we’ve got to make sure 
that we focus on an individual basis. This 
idea of lumping people into large groups 
of people will diminish the capacity of an 
accountability system to make sure no child 
is left behind. The State of Florida has 
been on the leading edge of making sure 
the accountability system is—challenges the 
soft bigotry of low expectations. And I want 
to thank Jim for coming—and tell the 
Governor hello. [Laughter] 

I also believe there ought to be a con-
sequence. If there’s failure or mediocrity, 
something else has to happen. Otherwise, 
you’ve set up a nice system, but nothing 
changes. Without a consequence, without 
something to challenge the status quo, the 
status quo will remain. 

And so therefore, one of the things— 
one of the interesting innovations that we 
put in the bill that I think is—probably 
can be used in a very creative way for 
school districts all around the country, is 
the capacity to have after-school tutoring— 
the money follows the child—and that 
there can be a lot of creative ways to set 
up after-school tutoring. People can go out-
side the system to do—to have these after-
schools—after-tutoring classes. 

There can be a whole kind of entrepre-
neurial effort made. There can be a charter 
schools—after-school charter schools, with 
funding available, because the money fol-
lows the child. It’s a very wise thing that 
the State of Colorado and Colorado Springs 
School District is taking advantage of. 
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You see, if every child matters and your 
accountability system points out some are 
falling behind, this bill provides the re-
sources necessary to make sure people 
catch up early, before it’s too late. That’s 
one of the keys to success, is that when 
you identify somebody who is failing, you 
get on it right away, and you help that 
person early, before it’s too late. And a 
good way to do it is to take advantage of 
the after-school tutoring program we have 
in the bill. It’s really creative. 

Once people see what’s available and un-
derstand the options, there’s going to be 
some—I predict there will be some creative 
responses, just like Colorado Springs’ re-
sponse, around the country. 

It’s also important that their public 
school choice be fully implemented. You 
see, when the parents start to move, it gets 
people’s attention. And one of the things 
in this bill says that we expect and will 
facilitate the capacity of parents to make 
different choices for their students if 
they’re dissatisfied with the quality of edu-
cation that their student, that their child 
is receiving. 

And St. Paul, Dr. Harvey, has done a 
very good job of making sure that those 
options are not only well-known—you see, 
sometimes what happens is, the school dis-
tricts don’t really make it clear what can 
happen or what should happen. The lack 
of knowledge for citizens means that lack 
of opportunity is—that people don’t have 
the opportunities that they can achieve 
what is necessary to start insisting that 
every child be educated. And so Dr. Har-
vey not only has worked hard to educate 
parents about what is available but has also 
worked in the school district to make sure 
people understand within the school district 
that this is an important part of educational 
excellence for every child. 

The—as I said, I—options and con-
sequences are all a part of making sure 
that the accountability system works. And 
here are two examples of school districts 

in our country seizing the moment to make 
sure that excellence prevails. 

I also want to congratulate Arkansas and 
Alabama for their work on reading, because 
the truth of the matter is, no matter how 
fancy we get with systems, if kids can’t 
read, it doesn’t matter. It’s hard to be a 
math scholar if you can’t read. It’s hard 
to be a scientist if you can’t read. And 
so we have decided here at the Federal 
level to make a national initiative being one 
that every child’s going to read. And the 
reason Arkansas and Alabama are here is, 
they also understand that it requires a cur-
riculum that works, if you want every child 
to read. They don’t need fancy theories or 
what may sound good. Science is not an 
art—I mean, reading is not an art; it’s a 
science. We know what works. 

And these schools, and these States, have 
adopted what works. And as you heard 
about from Alabama, Dr. Mitchell, they 
have retrained 2,500 teachers. Retraining 
is the right word; they’ve been trained 
once. Now they’re being trained in a cur-
riculum which will work, and it’s essential 
we focus on reading first. 

If you have an accountability system, it 
is unfair to have a society in which not 
every child kind of starts at the account-
ability system at the same place. It’s not 
going to work the way we want it to work. 
And so the best way to make sure that 
the accountability system has merit and we 
can accurately measure is to start teaching 
our children how to read early in life— 
I mean early—with a curriculum which 
works, and the willingness for States to rec-
ognize that sometimes teachers haven’t 
been trained properly, and they need to 
be retrained. And that’s what they did in 
Alabama. It’s what we did in Texas, by the 
way. We spent time, money, and efforts 
to retrain our teachers, to give them the 
tools necessary so that they can do what 
they want to do, and which their desire 
is to do, which is to be as good a teacher 
as they can possibly be. 
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And so here are examples of—two exam-
ples of Reading First initiatives, which are 
on the leading edge of reform. They chal-
lenge the status quo when it doesn’t work. 
They understand what I know, that reading 
is the new civil right. It’s a part of making 
sure our students are free citizens. And 
we’re going to do it. You watch here in 
America. This program is going to have a 
huge impact as we continue to insist that 
no child be left behind. 

And finally, New York City deserves a 
lot of credit. You hear about teacher short-
ages here and there in other places. But 
sometimes they’re so bound in rules and 
regulations, and challenged because they’re 
unable to be entrepreneurial in their will-
ingness to hire, the shortages persist. But 
Joyce Coppin has figured out a way to have 
alternative certification, an intense recruit-
ing campaign with New Teacher Project. 
I mean, this district has hired more than 
2,000 teachers this year, through a city’s 
alternative certification program. 

They saw a problem, and instead of 
being hidebound by the old way of doing 
things, they said, ‘‘Let’s solve the problem 
first.’’ Let’s make sure we solve the prob-
lem. You can’t—if—children will be left be-
hind, unless there’s teachers in the class-
rooms. And Joyce, I want to thank you 
and thank your folks there in New York 
City for showing America what is possible, 
that it’s possible to be creative and to use 
your imagination and to solve a teacher 
shortage that might exist. 

It is essential that Americans understand, 
from the examples we’ve seen here, that 
change is positive, change is incredibly im-

portant to achieve the goal which we all 
want, and that is to have the best public 
school systems in the world and make sure 
no child is left behind. There’s no doubt 
in my mind that these goals are achievable, 
because we’re America, and there’s nothing 
we can’t overcome. 

The first step is to overcome timidity, 
and the first step is to overcome an unwill-
ingness to confront mediocrity. And I think 
school districts and leaders around the 
country, when they realize what is possible 
from examples here, will be more than will-
ing to challenge the status quo if the status 
quo is failing, to insist every child can learn, 
to raise the bar, and by raising the bar, 
raise the hopes of everybody who’s lucky 
enough to be called an American. 

So I want to thank you all for your lead-
ership. I appreciate very much your com-
mitment to your States, to the children in 
your States, and to the greatest nation on 
the face of the Earth. 

May God bless you all, and may God 
bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Suellen K. Reed, Indi-
ana superintendent of public instruction; Jim 
Horne, Florida secretary of education; Gov. 
Jeb Bush of Florida; Patricia A. Harvey, su-
perintendent, St. Paul Public Schools, St. 
Paul, MN; Katherine Mitchell, director, Ala-
bama Reading Initiative; and Joyce Coppin, 
chief executive of the division of human re-
sources, New York City Department of Edu-
cation. 
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Message to the Congress Reporting a Certification Required by the 
Ratification Resolution of the Chemical Weapons Convention 
September 4, 2002 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with the resolution of advice 

and consent to ratification of the Conven-
tion on the Prohibition of the Develop-
ment, Production, Stockpiling and Use of 
Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruc-
tion, adopted by the Senate of the United 
States on April 24, 1997, I hereby certify 
pursuant to Condition 7(C)(i), Effectiveness 
of the Australia Group, that: 

Australia Group members continue to 
maintain equally effective or more 
comprehensive controls over the ex-
port of: toxic chemicals and their pre-
cursors; dual-use processing equip-
ment; human, animal, and plant patho-
gens and toxins with potential biologi-
cal weapons applications; and dual-use 
biological equipment, as that afforded 
by the Australia Group as of April 25, 
1997; and 

The Australia Group remains a viable 
mechanism for limiting the spread of 
chemical and biological weapons-re-
lated materials and technology, and the 
effectiveness of the Australia Group 
has not been undermined by changes 
in membership, lack of compliance 
with common export controls and non-
proliferation measures, or the weak-
ening of common controls and non-
proliferation measures, in force as of 
April 25, 1997. 

The factors underlying this certification 
are described in the enclosed statement of 
justification. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
September 4, 2002. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Remarks to the Community in Louisville, Kentucky 
September 5, 2002 

Thank you all very much. Thank you all. 
It is great to be here in the State of Ken-
tucky. Let me tell you, it’s great to be 
back to the State of Kentucky. I want to 
thank you all for coming. It is my—it’s 
going to be my honor today to talk to you 
about our country, our future. I want to 
talk about how to make our country a safer 
country and a stronger country and, as im-
portantly, a better country. And there’s no 
better place to do it than Louisville, Ken-
tucky. 

I want to thank Anne for her kind intro-
duction, and I want to thank the other 
members of the Kentucky delegation who 

are here today who are my friends, and 
that would be Senator Jim Bunning and 
Congressman Ken Lucas. I appreciate all 
three members of the congressional delega-
tion coming down today. As you know, 
they’re up there in Washington meeting, 
and it’s an honor that three Members de-
cided to come and hear the President. 
[Laughter] 

I want to thank your Governor, Paul Pat-
ton, for coming today. Governor, I appre-
ciate you taking time to be here. I’m hon-
ored that you’re here. I want to thank 
Elaine Chao, who is a member of my Cabi-
net, the Secretary of Labor. I appreciate 
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you coming, Elaine. I want to thank the 
head of the Small Business Administration, 
Hector Barreto, for joining us as well. 
Thank you, Hector. Oh, I forgot—I forgot 
to mention the first lady of Kentucky. One 
thing you learn is never to forget to men-
tion the first ladies. I appreciate Judi Patton 
being here as well. Thank you for coming, 
Judi. 

Speaking about first ladies, my wife is 
doing great, too. I like to remind people 
that when I married her, she was a public 
school librarian. And for all the public 
school librarians out there, you’ve got an 
advocate in the White House. For all the 
teachers out there, I want to thank you 
for being teachers, too. She didn’t like poli-
tics, and she didn’t like politicians when 
I married her. Now she’s stuck with one. 
[Laughter] She’s doing a great job. I’m 
really proud of her. She sends her love 
and her best to all the people of Kentucky. 

I want to thank the members of the Lou-
isville community who happen to be small-
business owners for coming to visit. We 
just had a good hour discussion about 
small-business issues. You see, one of the 
best ways to make sure that our economy 
grows is to have an environment in which 
the entrepreneur can flourish and the small 
business can be strong. Most new jobs are 
created in America by small businesses, and 
therefore, we’d better worry about the 
health of small businesses, if we’re worried 
about the health and security of the coun-
try. 

And I’m worried about the health and 
security of our country; I am. And we’ve 
got a lot of work to do. I’m not worried 
about our future because I’m optimistic 
about America. We’ve got a great future 
ahead of us. But so long as anybody who 
wants to work can’t find work, I think we’ve 
got a problem in America. And so, there-
fore, our thought process ought to be how 
to create jobs, how best to make sure that 
the foundation of economic growth remains 
strong and that we go forward with creating 
jobs. And that’s why I met with the small-

business owners and listened to their con-
cerns and heard their points of view. 

First, let me tell you, the foundation for 
our economy is strong. I mean, after all, 
interest rates are low. Inflation is low. 
We’ve got the best workers in the world. 
Our productivity is high. We’ve got the best 
farmers and ranchers in the world. We’re 
really good at a lot of things in America, 
which creates the foundation for growth. 
I am not satisfied, however, until everybody 
can find work. And so, fundamentally, what 
can we do? 

First, you’ve got to understand, the role 
of Government is not to create wealth. It’s 
to create an environment in which people 
can realize their dreams, in which small 
businesses can grow to be big businesses. 
And one way to encourage that is to let 
people keep more of their own money. 

When we came in, it turns out the coun-
try was in a recession. That’s three quarters 
of negative growth. Fortunately, I was able 
to team up with members of both political 
parties to take a chapter out of this text-
book. It’s the chapter that says, if you let 
people keep more of their own money, they 
will demand a good or a service. And if 
they demand a good or a service, somebody 
is likely to produce that good or a service. 
And when somebody produces that good 
or a service, somebody is more likely to 
find work. The tax relief came at the right 
time for the American economy. 

If you listen carefully to some of the 
dialog in Washington, you begin to hear 
a little tone about, ‘‘Well, maybe we ought 
to stop the tax relief from being fully im-
plemented.’’ That would be a mistake for 
our economy. That would be a terrible mis-
take for jobs and job creation. Not only 
should we resist anybody who wants to 
undo the tax relief, we need to make the 
tax relief permanent. 

Well, people say, ‘‘How can cutting in-
come taxes on the people affect small busi-
ness?’’ Well, most small businesses are sole 
proprietorships, which means they pay tax 
at the individual income tax rate level. Or 
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most small businesses are limited partner-
ships. And so when you cut the taxes on 
the people, you’re really cutting the taxes 
on the sole proprietors and on limited part-
nerships. You’re helping small business 
grow. And when small businesses grow, 
America is better off. 

But let me also tell you that in the tax 
relief plan we began to mitigate the effects 
of the marriage penalty. Listen, the Tax 
Code ought to encourage marriage, not dis-
courage marriage. And the other thing is, 
we sent the death tax on the way to extinc-
tion. The death tax is bad for Kentucky 
farmers; it’s bad for Kentucky ranchers; and 
it’s bad for Kentucky entrepreneurs. 

And then you say, ‘‘Well, why, Mr. Presi-
dent, do you need to talk about making 
the tax relief permanent?’’ Because a quirk 
in the law in the United States Senate says 
that you won’t—we’re going to cut your 
taxes, but in 10 years it will have come 
back. It’s hard for me to explain. I mean, 
how can you say, ‘‘On the one hand, we’re 
cutting your taxes; on the other hand, it 
goes away after 10 years’’? Well, that’s just 
the way the Senate happens to work right 
now. But there’s a way to change that, and 
that is to get the United States Senate to 
agree to make all this tax relief permanent. 
It will help people plan. It will help good 
policy, and anybody who wants to find work 
is more likely to be able to do so if the 
tax relief is permanent. 

In order to make sure people find work 
and our economy is strong, Congress must 
not overspend. Every idea sounds like a 
good idea in Washington—just that they 
cost billions of dollars. We need to set pri-
orities, and we have set priorities in Wash-
ington, priorities of how to make America 
safer, stronger, and better. And it’s my job 
to hold the line on spending the people’s 
money. 

See, it’s important to have the right 
mind-set up there. We’re not spending 
Government money; we’re spending your 
money. In order to make sure it’s spent 
wisely—I look forward to working with 

Congress to make sure we spend your 
money wisely. If we overspend, it will serve 
as a drag on our economy. If we overspend, 
it will make it harder for people to find 
work. I’m worried about people finding 
work. I want anybody who wants a job to 
be able to find one here in America. 

There’s some other practical things we 
can do in Washington, DC. We need to 
get us a terrorism insurance bill, to get 
our hardhats back to work. Over $10 billion 
of construction projects are not going for-
ward because people can’t get the proper 
insurance because of what the terrorists did 
to America. The Government ought to help 
here. It makes sense that the Government 
help. We want our hardhats back to work-
ing. The construction trades believe that 
over 300,000 workers will go back to work 
if we can get this bill out of Congress. 
I want a bill out of Congress that helps 
the hardhats, not helps the plaintiffs’ attor-
neys. I want people going back to work 
in America. 

We need an energy bill. A good energy 
bill will create jobs in America. We also 
need an energy bill which will encourage 
conservation and the use of renewable en-
ergy. We can do that, but we also need 
an energy bill that will encourage explo-
ration here in America, exploration in envi-
ronmentally friendly ways, so that we be-
come less dependent on foreign sources of 
crude oil. An energy bill is good for jobs, 
and it’s good for national security, and it’s 
time the Congress quit talking and get an 
energy bill to my desk. 

Now, I’m optimistic about our economy. 
I’m optimistic about job growth. I’m opti-
mistic about the future because I under-
stand America. We’ve got problems, no 
question, but we have a spirit that is in-
domitable and strong. I’m also optimistic 
about being able to do my most important 
job, which is to protect the homeland. 

You know, one of my concerns was the 
farther we got away from September the 
11th, the more likely it would be that some 
in our country might not think the enemy 
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still existed. But they do, and they’re noth-
ing but a bunch of coldblooded killers. 
That’s all they are. People in our country 
wonder why, why would somebody hate 
America? It’s because we love freedom; 
that’s why. We love the idea that free peo-
ple can worship an almighty God any way 
they so choose in America. We value the 
freedom for people to speak their mind 
in this country. We value a free press. We 
value freedom. And the more we value 
freedom, the more they hate us. That’s 
why. That’s why the enemy still exists. 

And there’s another reason. Every life 
matters in America. Everybody counts. Ev-
erybody has worth. And these killers don’t 
think that way. They’re willing to take inno-
cent life in the name of a hijacked religion. 
And so my job is to do everything we can 
to protect our homeland—it’s to make 
America more secure. 

You need to know there’s a lot of good 
folks working hard to protect us. I mean, 
anytime we’re getting a hint that the enemy 
might be thinking about doing something 
to us, we’re moving on it. We communicate 
better. We’re aware. We’re aware of their 
hatred. Prior to September the 11th, we 
would never assume that America would 
be a battlefield. It is now. It’s a different 
era. I want you to know that you should 
take comfort in the fact that a lot of good 
people are doing everything they can to 
make sure that America is secure, not only 
at the Federal level but at the State level 
and here at the local level. A lot of really 
good people are getting better information 
and are acting on it as quickly as possible. 

I went to Congress, and I said, in order 
to help me and future Presidents—and no-
tice I say ‘‘future Presidents,’’ because I 
don’t think this war and this hatred is going 
to go away anytime soon—that future Presi-
dents can deal with the threat on the 
homeland, I’ve asked for a new department 
in Washington called the Department of 
Homeland Security. The reason I did is 
because there’s over 100 agencies in Wash-
ington, DC, that have something to do with 

protecting the homeland. They’re scattered 
everywhere. In order to make sure the 
number one priority of these agencies is 
your protection, I’ve asked that they be put 
under one umbrella, one Cabinet Secretary 
to be confirmed by the United States Sen-
ate. 

I want to be able to align authority and 
responsibility. I want to be able to say 
clearly to the American people, ‘‘We’re 
doing a better job of protecting our bor-
ders.’’ See, we need to know who’s coming 
into America, what they’re bringing into 
America, and whether or not they’re going 
to leave America when they say they’re 
going to leave America. We need to do 
a better job of coordinating our first—the 
strategy of our first-responders, the brave 
police and fire and EMS teams that you’ve 
got right here in Louisville and all across 
America. We need to do a better job of 
being able to respond to potential weapons 
of mass destruction attacks—need to do a 
better job of taking the intelligence we 
have and analyzing it and addressing the 
vulnerabilities that may be evident here in 
America. 

And so I’ve asked Congress to act, and 
I appreciate the fact that the House of 
Representatives has acted. And I’m sure on 
your TV screens, if you bother to watch 
TV, you’ll see that the Senate is debating 
this bill. I’ve got deep concerns about 
where the Senate is headed, however. I 
need the flexibility necessary to be able 
to move people to the right place at the 
right time in order to protect America. And 
I’ll give you an example. 

On our borders we’ve got three different 
agencies involved with protecting the bor-
der, Customs, INS, and Border Patrol. 
They wear different uniforms. They have 
different strategies. They’ve got different 
bosses. For the sake of protecting America, 
any administration must have the flexibility 
to move people around to address our 
vulnerabilities. The enemy moves quickly, 
and so should the Federal Government be 
able to move quickly. And yet, the bill out 
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of the Senate has got rules this thick. They 
want to micromanage the process. The Sen-
ate must hear this: I expect to get a bill 
that is not in the best interests of vested 
interests in Washington but in the best in-
terests of protecting the American people. 

The best way to protect our homeland 
is to hunt the killers down one by one 
and bring them to justice. The best way 
to secure America—the best way to secure 
our country and to protect our freedom 
is to find the killers. 

This is a different kind of war, but the 
war goes on. We’ve got some great veterans 
in this hall who remember the way war 
used to be. You could determine the size 
of the enemy based upon the number of 
tanks they might have or the number of 
airplanes they have or the number of ships. 
This is a different kind of enemy. These 
are commanders who hide in dark caves 
and then send youngsters to their suicidal 
death. They kind of slither into cities and 
hope not to get caught. They’re sophisti-
cated. They understand we’re after them. 
And they’re elusive, and they’re deter-
mined. But so are we. We’ve got a fabulous 
United States military, and they’re on the 
hunt. We’ve got a strong coalition of na-
tions which have heard, as Anne men-
tioned, the doctrine that says, either you’re 
with us, or you’re with the enemy. We have 
upheld the doctrine that says, if you harbor 
a terrorist, you’re just as guilty as the ter-
rorist. 

And I want you to tell your youngsters, 
your children and your grandchildren, that 
when this great Nation went into Afghani-
stan, we didn’t go to conquer anybody. We 
went in to liberate. We went in to liberate 
people from the clutches of the most bar-
baric regime in history. This great Nation 
and our friends and allies not only upheld 
an important doctrine, but as a result of 
our action, many young girls go to school 
for the first time in Afghanistan. 

And we’re not leaving. We believe so 
strongly that every individual counts, that 
we want to help democracy flourish in that 

region. And we’re not leaving because 
there’s still Al Qaida and their buddies 
roaming around. And there’s a lot of brave 
folks on the hunt, probably some of your 
relatives. And if you’ve got a relative in 
the United States military or if you’re in 
the United States military, this Nation is 
incredibly proud of what your relative is 
doing. 

I have submitted a defense spending bill 
that is the largest increase since Ronald 
Reagan was the President. And I did so 
for two reasons—two reasons: One, anytime 
we put our troops into harm’s way, they 
deserve the best pay, the best equipment, 
and the best training; and secondly, I did 
so because I want to send a message to 
friend and foe alike that we’re in this deal 
for the long haul. When it comes to the 
freedoms we love, when it comes to some-
thing we hold dear, this country is deter-
mined and patient and plenty resolved to 
achieve victory. 

Congress is back. The House passed a 
version of the defense bill. The Senate 
passed a version of the defense bill. I ex-
pect the Congress to work together and 
get that defense bill to my desk as soon 
as possible. It’s in the interests of the 
United States. The American people are 
not going to like it if they see the Congress 
playing politics with the defense bill when 
we’re at war. 

We’re making progress. See, because the 
enemy is different and the nature of the 
war is different, sometimes you don’t see 
what’s going on. As I said early on, and 
right after September the 11th, sometimes 
you’ll see what’s happening, and sometimes 
you won’t. That’s just the nature of this 
war. Sometimes one of these killers will 
be brought to justice, and you’ll hear about 
it, and sometimes they won’t. But we’re 
making progress. Slowly but surely, we’re 
making progress. Slowly but surely, we’re 
bringing people to justice. 

Notice I don’t say, ‘‘Slowly but surely, 
we’re seeking revenge.’’ I said, ‘‘Slowly but 
surely, we’re bringing people to justice.’’ 
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We owe that to our children. We owe that 
to our children’s children. We must stay 
on the hunt for the sake of freedom here. 
We must continue to deny sanctuary. Once 
we get them on the run, we’ve also got 
to make it hard for them to light anywhere. 
We must make sure that those who would 
like to harbor them continue to get the 
message that there will be a consequence. 
We must anticipate problems before they 
occur. We must deal with threats to our 
security today, before it can be too late. 

Yesterday I announced to the country 
that I would be working closely with our 
United States Congress and the American 
people to explain the threat that Saddam 
Hussein poses to world peace. I take the 
threat very seriously. I take the fact that 
he develops weapons of mass destruction 
very seriously. I remember the fact that 
he has invaded two countries before. I 
know for a fact that he’s poisoned his own 
people. He doesn’t believe in the worth 
of each individual. He doesn’t believe in 
public dissent. 

I look forward to a dialog. I’m a patient 
man. I’ve got tools—we’ve got tools at our 
disposal. And therefore, yesterday I began 
an important discussion about our future, 
about peace, about freedom; a discussion 
that I will continue to have with the United 
States Congress, Republican and Democrat 
alike; a discussion I will carry on with the 
American people; a discussion I will begin 
at the United Nations next week; a discus-
sion I will have with the Prime Minister 
of Britain Saturday; a discussion I’ll have 
with the Prime Minister of Canada on 
Monday; a discussion I’ll be having with 
the President of Russia, Premier of China, 
President of France tomorrow. 

I will remind them that history has called 
us into action, that we love freedom, that 
we’ll be deliberate, patient, and strong in 
the values that we adhere to, but we can’t 
let the world’s worst leaders blackmail, 
threaten, hold freedom-loving nations hos-
tage with the world’s worst weapons. 

I can’t imagine what went through the 
enemy’s mind when they hit us. I can’t 
imagine what they were thinking. Let me 
guess. They probably said, America is so 
selfish and so self-absorbed and so material-
istic, that after September the 11th we 
might file a lawsuit or two, but that’s all 
we would do. They were wrong. See, they 
don’t understand America. They don’t un-
derstand our character, and they don’t un-
derstand our fiber. They don’t understand 
that, when we love something, we love it 
dearly. We love life, and we love freedom. 

And they understand one thing about us, 
too. When we need to be plenty tough, 
we’re going to be plenty tough. And they’re 
learning another thing about America. 
When we need to be compassionate and 
loving, we can be compassionate and loving, 
too. You see, I believe out of the evil done 
to America—and make no mistake, it was 
an incredibly evil act—will come incredible 
good. You need to tell your loved ones, 
the little ones in particular, that when they 
hear the President talking about Al Qaida, 
Iraq, and other places, I do so because 
I long for peace. See, I believe out of the 
evil done to America, if we’re strong and 
focused and determined, we can achieve 
peace. We can not only achieve peace 
today for America but peace in the long 
term—but not only for America. See, every 
life matters in this country. And you don’t 
have to be an American for you to matter, 
as far as this Nation is concerned. We want 
peace in parts of the world that have quit 
on peace. We want there to be peace in 
the Middle East. We want there to be 
peace in South Asia. We act because we 
believe in peace. And out of the evil done 
to America can come a more peaceful 
world. 

And out of the evil done to America 
can come a more compassionate America, 
too. A lot of people say, ‘‘Well, what can 
I do on the war against terror?’’ You can 
love your neighbor like you’d like to be 
loved yourself, is what you can do. 
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No, I’m for a safer and strong America, 
and I’m for a better America. A better 
America begins, by the way, with making 
sure every child gets an education in this 
country and no child is left behind. A bet-
ter America is when we take care of people 
who can’t help themselves with a health 
care system that’s modern. A better Amer-
ica is one that calls upon the best of Amer-
ica. See, Government can hand out 
money—we do a pretty good job of it. But 
what Government cannot do is put hope 
into people’s hearts or a sense of purpose 
in people’s lives. That’s done when a loving 
individual puts his arm around a fellow cit-
izen and says, ‘‘I love you. What can I 
do to help you?’’ 

You see, America is changing, one person 
at a time—one person at a time. We’re 
saving America one soul, one conscience 
at a time, because thousands of our fellow 
citizens have recognized it’s important to 
serve something greater than yourself. 

Robert Mihalovic is here. I met two 
groups of people—I met one group of peo-
ple, and I met one person. I met Robert. 
I also met the Louisville Little League 
team, both kind of heroes in their own 
way. One group of kids won a champion-
ship. I did remind them, ‘‘It’s just begin-
ning for you. You’ve got a responsibility 
now that you’re champs, a responsibility to 
make the right choices in life.’’ 

Robert is here—Robert, if you don’t 
mind standing up—I’ll tell you why Robert 
is here. He’s a Navy World War II veteran. 
He’s a Korean war veteran. But let me 
tell you something about him. He mentors 
children. See, he’s decided that in order 
to make a difference, in order to be a pa-
triot, he wants to help a child in need. 
Robert told me at Air Force One that his 
most beautiful moments come when the 

child hugs him and says, ‘‘Thank you,’’ 
when the child says, ‘‘Thanks for giving me 
some hope, and thanks for giving me love.’’ 

No Government program can do that. 
It happens because thousands of citizens 
like Robert, who I call soldiers in the ar-
mies of compassion, have heard the call 
to love their neighbor like they’d like to 
be loved themselves. One person, one Rob-
ert can’t do everything, but he can do 
something. He can help change America, 
one heart, one soul at a time. 

The enemy hit us. They did tremendous 
evil to America. But out of that evil is 
going to come a more compassionate coun-
try. We can deal with addiction and hope-
lessness and despair when our fellow citi-
zens answer the call to make America a 
compassionate and a decent place. And 
that’s what’s happening in this country. It’s 
happening in America. No, out of the evil 
done to America is going to come incred-
ible good—peace and a better society, be-
cause we’re the greatest nation, full of the 
greatest people on the face of the Earth. 

Thank you for coming. God bless. God 
bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. in 
the Broadbent Arena at the Kentucky Fair 
and Exposition Center. In his remarks, he 
referred to Representative Anne M. Northup 
of Kentucky, who introduced the President; 
Gov. Paul Patton of Kentucky, and his wife, 
Judi; President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; 
Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United 
Kingdom; Prime Minister Jean Chretien of 
Canada; President Vladimir Putin of Russia; 
President Jiang Zemin of China; and Presi-
dent Jacques Chirac of France. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish 
language transcript of these remarks. 
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Remarks at a Luncheon for Representative Anne M. Northup in Louisville 
September 5, 2002 

I want to thank you all. Thanks for com-
ing. I’m really honored to have been invited 
back to Louisville by Anne to help in her 
reelection effort. She is a incredibly—she 
is a breath of fresh air in Washington, let 
me put it to you that way. She’s honest. 
She’s open. The thing I love about Anne 
is her heart. It is as big as Texas. [Laugh-
ter] She cares deeply about her fellow citi-
zens. 

You see, what we need in the political 
process is people who put the people ahead 
of partisanship. They put people’s concerns 
and hopes and aspirations ahead of personal 
success—their own personal success. 

See, I love the idea that this is a soul 
who is willing to work in neighborhoods 
where somebody might not have ever voted 
for her. She’s not the kind of citizen who 
said, ‘‘Did you vote for me,’’ and therefore, 
‘‘I’m going to help you.’’ She’s the kind 
of citizen who says, ‘‘I’m honored to be 
in the position I’m in, and what can I do 
to make Kentucky, and Louisville, Ken-
tucky, as hopeful a place for every citizen?’’ 
Anne Northup deserves to be reelected to 
the United States Congress. 

I value her advice. I value her friendship. 
I value being able to work with her to 
do what’s right for America. I also like the 
fact that she loves her family. She’s got 
her priorities straight. She loves Woody, 
and she loves her kids. I love the fact that 
Anne is an adopted mom. It shows some-
thing special about her heart and her will-
ingness to love. I enjoyed meeting her 
mother and dad. She probably listens to 
her mother about as much as I do—listen 
to mine. [Laughter] But she is—she’s got 
her priorities straight, her faith and her 
family and the people of Louisville, Ken-
tucky. 

So I want to thank you all for coming 
to help this good lady. I want to thank 
you for contributing, and I urge you to 

contribute your time. It’s—this fundraiser 
is going to be history in about 30 minutes, 
or if I keep it shorter than that, about 
20 minutes. But now you’ve got more work 
to do. And for those of you who are the 
grassroot activists here in this community, 
for those of you who help lead our party, 
I want to thank you for what you have 
done; I want to thank you for what you 
are going to do. You need to go to your 
coffee shops, churches, and community 
centers and synagogues and pass the word 
that when you’ve got a good soul like Anne 
Northup, citizens need to go out and sup-
port her. So, thanks for helping her, and 
thanks for coming. 

I also want to thank a member of my 
Cabinet, Elaine Chao, for being here. I ap-
preciate her leadership. She’s doing a fan-
tastic job, and I’m sure she would like me 
to mention the fact that she married old 
Mitch. [Laughter] And when you’re re-
membering Anne, don’t forget Mitch. He’s 
a good—he’s a great United States Senator. 
We need Mitch McConnell back in the 
Senate. He’s doing a really, really good job 
for the State of Kentucky. I value his advice 
as well. 

And we were just traveling today from 
Washington to here earlier with another 
fine United States Senator, and that’s, of 
course, Jim Bunning. And I appreciate his 
leadership and his support. I want to thank 
Ellen Williams. I want to thank State Sen-
ate President David Williams. I want to 
thank the members of the statehouse who 
are here. I appreciate the fact that Geoff 
Davis, candidate for the U.S. Kentucky 
Fourth District, is with us. And Geoff, I 
appreciate you putting your hat in the ring. 

I appreciate all my fellow citizens. We’ve 
got some issues we’ve got to confront here 
in America, and I want to share some of 
them with you. A lot of these issues are 
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going to require having the steady hand 
of Anne Northup in the Congress. 

My job is to make America secure, to 
strengthen the country, and make it a bet-
ter place. And starting with making Amer-
ica a better place means we better make 
sure every child is educated. I don’t mean 
a handful or some in the suburban districts. 
Every child—I mean every child in Amer-
ica—must be educated in order for Amer-
ica to be a better place. And I want to 
tell you how—what an influence Anne 
Northup had in a significant piece of legis-
lation that we passed. It’s called the No 
Child Left Behind legislation. 

That bill means what it says: No child, 
not one child in America left behind. The 
philosophy of the bill should speak volumes 
to the people of this district about Anne’s 
mentality. It first starts with understanding 
that every child can learn. You see, it chal-
lenges low expectations or the soft bigotry 
of low expectations. When you lower the 
bar, when you expect mediocrity, you tend 
to get mediocrity. And that’s not good 
enough for our children. 

No, this bill says every child can learn. 
It also says the people who care more 
about the children in Louisville, Kentucky, 
are the citizens of Louisville, Kentucky. We 
believe strongly in local control of schools. 
We expect the local people to chart the 
path to excellence for every child—every 
child—who lives here in Louisville, Ken-
tucky. 

But inherent in this bill are two other 
features that I want to explain to you: One 
that says, if you believe every child can 
learn, therefore you want to know if every 
child is learning. And therefore, in return 
for a lot of Federal money, we expect every 
school district in America to teach our chil-
dren how to read and write and add and 
subtract, and so we measure. We want to 
know. We expect there to be accountability. 
We’re willing to ask the question, ‘‘Have 
you succeeded?’’ And we’re also willing to 
say, ‘‘If you haven’t, we expect to see some-
thing different.’’ We don’t want our chil-

dren trapped in schools—we won’t be satis-
fied if our children are trapped in schools 
that won’t teach and won’t change. 

But Anne’s biggest contribution—and I 
mean, a significant contribution—was to 
fight for and get funding for a Reading 
First Initiative. It is a Federal initiative that 
recognizes all this talk about structuring our 
schools, all the talk about making sure the 
public education system is reformed doesn’t 
matter a whit if our children can’t read. 
And so, Anne, working with some of the 
best experts in the country, calling together 
the best minds, put in this bill a significant 
reading program, one that’s not only fund-
ed for a billion dollars but one that recog-
nizes reading is a science, not an art. We 
know what works, and we expect the cur-
riculum around America to be in place that 
teaches every child how to read. 

We’ve got work to do in our economy. 
There are some people in our country that 
can’t find work, and they want to work, 
and that means we’ve got a problem. The 
foundations for growth are good. Inflation 
is down. Interest rates are down. Listen, 
we’re the most productive workers in the 
world. We’re really good at what we do 
in a lot of places. And even though there 
are some progress, I’m not satisfied. And 
one of the things I appreciate about Anne 
is that when we needed to let people have 
more of their own money to make sure 
that the economy didn’t completely cra-
ter—and a matter of fact, to make sure 
that the growth started—that she joined me 
in fighting for tax cuts for the American 
people. 

And we need her back up there, because 
there are some in Washington, DC, who 
want to take those tax relief plans away, 
see? There are some who can’t stand the 
thought of letting the people have their 
money. They get confused about whose 
money we’re talking about. We’re not talk-
ing about the Government’s money. We’re 
talking about the people’s money. And the 
best way to make sure there are jobs avail-
able for people who work is to understand, 
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if you let a person keep more of their own 
money, they’re likely to demand a good 
or a service. And when they demand a 
good or a service, somebody is likely to 
produce a good or a service. And when 
somebody produces a good or a service, 
somebody is more likely to find work. 

We need to make the tax cuts perma-
nent. We need to make the repeal of the 
death tax permanent. And Anne under-
stands that. She understands that. That’s 
the kind of mentality we need in Wash-
ington. 

Washington is a tough and ugly town 
at times. We saw that today in the United 
States Senate. I named a really, really fine 
woman from Texas to one of the appellate 
benches. This woman was ranked highly 
qualified by the American Bar Association. 
She ran statewide in my State of Texas 
and got over 80 percent of the vote. She’s 
highly respected by Republicans and 
Democrats. And I named her to a higher 
bench. And today her nomination was re-
jected by the United States Senate. A hand-
ful of Senators distorted her record. A 
handful of Senators, acting out of pure poli-
tics, did not let this good woman’s name 
go forward. The United States Senate must 
act in better stead. This is a—treating a 
fine woman this way is bad for the country; 
it’s bad for our bench. And I don’t appre-
ciate it one bit, and neither do the Amer-
ican people. 

I also appreciate the fact that Anne un-
derstands that the stakes are high for our 
future, that our country has entered into 
a new era, that our homeland is a battle-
field, and that our most important job as 
a Government is to protect the American 
people, is to do everything in our power 
to keep America safe, is to prevent the 
enemy from hitting us again. The enemy 
is still out there. They’re people who just 
hate America; you know, they just do. They 
hate us because we love—we love freedom. 
We love our values. We love the fact that 
our citizens can worship an almighty God 
freely in America. That’s what we love. We 

love—we love free speech. We love a free 
press. We love all aspects of our freedom. 
And the more we love our freedom, the 
more they hate us. 

And you’ve got to understand something 
about these people. They do not value life. 
In America, every life matters. Every life 
is important. Every individual counts. The 
enemy is willing to take innocent life be-
cause they hate, and they have no com-
punction in doing so. These people are 
people who have hijacked a great religion, 
distorted its tenets, and they’re still out 
there. And so, therefore, we’ve got to do 
a lot here in America to protect our coun-
try. 

And we’re making good progress; we 
really are. There’s a lot of really fine people 
that are communicating like they’ve never 
communicated before, that are sharing in-
formation. See, now that we’re on alert, 
now that we know they’re there, we’re 
much better about responding. We’ve got 
people at all levels of government working 
overtime to chase down any lead, to make 
sure that any hint that somebody might 
do something to us is followed up on. 

And that’s why I went to Congress, by 
the way, because this is our priority, to 
get them to give us a new type of arrange-
ment about how to deal with the new 
threat of the 21st century. Listen, I promise 
you I didn’t run—or you know I didn’t 
run on, ‘‘Vote for me. I want Government 
to be bigger.’’ [Laughter] I ran on, ‘‘Vote 
for me. I’ll try to make it work better when 
it’s supposed to work.’’ And one way to 
make it work better is to collect the agen-
cies involved with the homeland security 
and put them under one Department of 
Homeland Security, so that we can make 
the number one priority of the people that 
are working hard in these agencies the pro-
tection of the homeland, so that we can 
do a better job of protecting our borders. 

We’ve got three agencies on our borders, 
INS and Customs and Border Patrol, and 
they’ve got different cultures and different 
strategies. And they ought to be working 
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seamlessly, to find out who’s coming in our 
country, what they’re bringing in our coun-
try, and whether they’re leaving the country 
when they say they’re going to be leaving 
the country. 

And yet, if the Senate bill goes through 
on homeland defense, I won’t have the ca-
pacity to move the right people in the right 
place at the right time in order to protect 
our homeland. We won’t have the capacity 
to make this part of the homeland security 
work seamlessly. I am not going to accept 
a bill where the Senate micromanages, 
where the Senate shows they’re more inter-
ested in special interest in Washington and 
not interested in the security of the Amer-
ican people. 

But the surest way to secure the home-
land, the only way to fully secure our 
homeland, is to chase the killers down, one 
person at a time, and bring them to justice. 
And that’s what we’re going to do. They 
hide in caves and send young kids to their 
suicidal death. They don’t have formations 
and flotillas. They’re resourceful killers, is 
what they are. And so they’re kind of slith-
ering around, hiding, and trying to find a 
dark corner to get in. And we’re shining 
the light on them. 

It’s going to take a while, see? This isn’t 
something that’s going to end anytime soon. 
In order to secure freedom, we must keep 
them moving, keep disrupting. And that’s 
why I have submitted a defense bill to the 
Congress which is the biggest increase in 
defense spending since Ronald Reagan was 
the President, because I understand that 
this isn’t going to be a short-term oper-
ation. I want to send the signal to our 
friends and allies that we’re not quitting 
anytime soon. I want to send the signal 
to our enemy that you have aroused a com-
passionate and decent and mighty nation, 
and we’re going to hunt you down. 

I also asked for the increase because any-
time we send our troops into harm’s way, 
they deserve the best pay, the best training, 
and the best possible equipment. 

The House passed a defense bill, and 
the Senate passed a defense bill. But since 
they’re different, they’ve got to get together 
and reconcile. And so they need to start 
meeting today. You see, a lot of times in 
Washington they like to play politics with 
the defense bill. They like to hold it up. 
But I want to remind those who think they 
can play politics with the defense bill, the 
American people aren’t going to stand for 
it in a time of war. They need to get the 
defense bill to my desk as soon as possible, 
so I can sign it. 

And we’re making good progress on our 
war. Sometimes you’ll know it, and some-
times you won’t. Remember, this is a dif-
ferent kind of war. We’re having to adjust 
to the fact that sometimes we’ll catch one 
of these killers, and everybody will know 
about it. And sometimes you just won’t 
know about it. [Laughter] That’s just the 
way it is. 

Anne was right, we are enforcing the 
doctrines, however. We’re enforcing the 
doctrines of this first war of the 21st cen-
tury. One of the doctrines is, if you harbor 
one of these people, you’re just as guilty 
as they are. If you feed a terrorist, harbor 
a terrorist, hide a terrorist, you’re just as 
guilty as those who murdered thousands 
of innocent citizens on September the 11th. 
And the Taliban found out what we meant. 
See, it’s important in the world, when you 
say something, that you do it. 

But what was important about that action 
was not only did we uphold doctrine, but 
more importantly, we liberated a country. 
I want you to tell your kids, if they start 
questioning about the motives of the 
United States of America, if they start to 
get concerned about war—and I can under-
stand why they would—you can remind 
them that this great country went into Af-
ghanistan not to conquer anybody but to 
liberate people. And thanks to this Nation 
and our friends and allies, many young girls 
go to school for the first time in Afghani-
stan. 
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That’s the way we think as a nation. We 
think about peace for our children and 
other people’s children, and we think about 
liberating people, because every life matters 
to us, see. Everybody counts. When I say 
every life matters, I’m not talking about 
just American lives. I mean every life 
around the globe. We believe in the value 
of human life here in America. That’s what 
we hold—we hold that dear to our hearts. 

I also laid out a doctrine that says, either 
you’re with us or with the enemy—either 
with us or with them. And a lot of times 
the actions that you’re reading about are 
taking place because of friends and allies. 
I’ll give you one example. Gloria Arroyo, 
the President of the Philippines, hauled in 
this guy—or actually, brought the guy to 
justice who was running the Abu Sayyaf * 
group, which was a group of Al Qaida-
type killers that had kidnaped two Ameri-
cans called the Burnhams and were holding 
them hostage. They didn’t care about their 
lives. One guy, the dad, lost his life. But 
slowly but surely—my point to you is that 
this coalition of nations, which care for 
freedom and understand the stakes, are 
making good progress. We’re hauling them 
in—sometimes they’re not as lucky as 
that—but we’re after them, one by one. 
And we’re going to stay after them, one 
by one, until we win. 

There are other challenges facing us. 
See, my job is to not only chase down 
those who have hit but to anticipate. We’re 
a battleground. We’ve never been a battle-
ground before; therefore, the stakes have 
changed. See, if you’re not a battleground, 
if you don’t have to worry about your peo-
ple getting attacked because of vast oceans 
protecting you, then you can think one way. 
But September the 11th changed thought 
here in America. It should, because now 
we realize the enemy is willing to take the 
battle here. And they’re resourceful. 

One of my jobs is to think ahead and 
to think—is to cause debate, and I started 

* White House correction. 

that yesterday, to encourage the American 
people to listen to and have a dialog about 
Iraq. And I meant it when I said that I’m 
going to consult with Congress. I want 
there to be an open discussion about the 
threats that face America. Tomorrow I’m 
calling leaders in Russia, China, and France 
to talk about the threats that face us all. 
I will see Tony Blair on Saturday. I will 
see Jean Chretien Monday. My point to 
you is, not only will I consult with Congress 
and talk to Congress—my administration 
and I will do so—I will also see many of 
the leaders of the world and remind them 
of the facts. The facts are, this is a man 
who gassed his own people, he’s invaded 
two countries, a person who stiffed the 
international organization time and time 
again. 

I look forward to the debate. I look for-
ward to the American people understanding 
the threats we face. But one thing is for 
certain: I’m not going to change my view, 
and it’s this—and my view is, we cannot 
let the world’s worst leaders blackmail 
America, threaten America, or hurt Amer-
ica with the world’s worst weapons. 

I believe—I believe—I believe that good 
is going to come out of the evil done to 
America, because I know America. I know 
the strength of our country. I truly believe 
that we have an opportunity to achieve 
peace. These killers hit us, and in their 
hatred they have given us a chance to 
achieve peace. If we’re tough and strong, 
if we stay focused on how to achieve peace, 
if we remind the world in clear terms the 
difference between good and evil and speak 
clearly about the two, we can achieve 
peace. We can achieve peace not only for 
America; we can achieve peace for the peo-
ple of Israel and Palestinians. We can 
achieve peace. I believe it. I believe we 
can achieve peace in South Asia. No, this 
enemy, these killers hit America. They, in 
so doing, created an opportunity to achieve 
peace. 
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They hit us at home, and out of that 
evil will come some incredible good. Amer-
ica is a compassionate country. The irony 
of the attacks—the irony of the attacks is 
that America became a more compassionate 
place. In the face of the evil, thousands 
of our citizens understood that in order 
to fight evil, they needed to do so by doing 
some good, that you can fight evil by loving 
your neighbor just like you’d like to be 
loved yourselves, that it’s the gathering mo-
mentum of millions of acts of kindness and 
compassion which define the true character 
of America. 

And that’s happening. You see, the defi-
nition of patriotism has changed in America 
for the better. A patriot is not only some-
body who puts their hand on their heart. 
A patriot is somebody who helps somebody 
in need. A patriot is somebody who men-
tors a child. A patriot is somebody who 
goes to their church or synagogue and 
mosques and organizes a way to feed those 
who hunger or house those who need shel-
ter. A patriot is somebody who goes to 
a shut-in and says, ‘‘I love you.’’ A patriot 
is somebody who knows that somebody 
can’t do everything, but somebody can do 
something to help America change one 
heart, one soul, one conscience at a time. 

And that’s happening. No, out of the evil 
done to America is coming a new culture, 
a culture which says each of us are respon-
sible for the decisions we make, a culture 
which stands in stark contrast to, when I 
first got into politics, when it said, ‘‘If it 
feels good, just go ahead and do it,’’ here 
in America and ‘‘If you’ve got a problem, 
blame somebody else.’’ No, there’s a new 
day here in this country. It’s a day in which 

we understand that there’s addiction and 
hopelessness and despair and that Govern-
ment can hand out money—and we do a 
pretty good job of it—but what Govern-
ment can’t do is change people’s hearts or 
put a sense of purpose in people’s life. 
That’s done when loving, decent, kind 
Americans hug a neighbor in need. 

So the enemy hit us, and instead of re-
treating, instead of filing—only filing a law-
suit, we decided not only to get after them, 
we decided not only to hold them to ac-
count, we decided that we’re going to love 
our neighbor, just like we like to be loved 
ourself. And America will be a better coun-
try for it. 

On September the 11th, we’ll mourn the 
loss of life. We’ll remember what happened 
to us. And at the same time, I hope our 
country doubles our effort to make this 
land the greatest land on the face of the 
Earth, a hopeful place for every citizen 
who’s fortunate enough to be a citizen. 

Thank you for coming. God bless you 
all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. in 
the Medallion Ballroom at the Seelbach Hil-
ton Louisville. In his remarks, he referred 
to Representative Northup’s husband, Rob-
ert Wood ‘‘Woody’’ Northup, and her par-
ents, James and Floy Meagher; Ellen C. Wil-
liams, chairman, Republican Party of Ken-
tucky; Texas Supreme Court Justice Priscilla 
Owen, nominee to be U.S. Circuit Court 
Judge for the Fifth District; President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo of the Philippines; Prime 
Minister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom; 
Prime Minister Jean Chretien of Canada; and 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 
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Statement on Senate Judiciary Committee Action on the Nomination of 
Priscilla Owen 
September 5, 2002 

The Senate Judiciary Committee today 
voted to deny the American people the 
service of an outstanding individual with 
a record of accomplishment and a brilliant 
legal mind. The committee has voted down 
Justice Priscilla Owen, my nominee to serve 
as a judge on the Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeals, and is preventing the full Senate 
from voting on her nomination. 

I know Justice Owen well. She is an out-
standing judge and a woman of integrity 
who has received outspoken bipartisan sup-
port. Based on her distinguished service 
with the Texas Supreme Court for 7 years, 
the American Bar Association unanimously 
rated her ‘‘well qualified,’’ the highest rat-
ing the organization can bestow upon a 
nominee. She is known to be a fair and 
impartial judge who strives to interpret the 
law fairly. 

What the Democrat members of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee have done to 
Justice Owen is shameful, even by Wash-
ington standards. They have distorted her 

record and misconstrued her opinions. 
They have determined that a nominee’s ex-
perience, academic credentials, and char-
acter are inconsequential. 

Justice Owen’s nomination should be 
brought to the floor of the Senate for a 
vote. If the full Senate were to vote on 
her nomination today, I am confident she 
would be confirmed. The Democrats on the 
Judiciary Committee know this and, there-
fore, voted to prevent it. 

As I have said before, today’s vote is 
about more than one woman or one seat 
on an individual court. The committee’s ac-
tion today continues its pattern of obstruc-
tion at a time when there are too many 
vacancies in our Federal courts, a problem 
that the Chief Justice of the United States 
has called ‘‘alarming.’’ Today’s action by 
this small group of Democrat Senators is 
wrong. It has harmed a good person, 
harmed our courts, and harmed the Amer-
ican people. 

Remarks to the Community in South Bend, Indiana 
September 5, 2002 

Listen, thank you all for coming. What 
a warm welcome. I appreciate this Indiana 
hospitality. I’m thrilled to be back here 
again. I wanted to come and talk to you 
about some of the problems we face and 
our—this Nation’s great character and our 
ability to overcome anything that stands in 
our way. See, we’re all going to work to-
gether to make America a safer place, a 
stronger place, and as importantly, a better 
place. 

I appreciate John Barnes for introducing 
me. I appreciate all the good folks who 

put this event on. I want to thank my fel-
low citizens for coming out. I particularly 
want to thank those of you who brought 
your family members with you. I love to 
see our Nation’s young. I love to be with 
our children. 

I want to thank the mayor, Mayor 
Luecke of South Bend, Indiana, for greet-
ing me here. I want to thank Mayor 
Beutter for coming as well. I want to thank 
Mayor David Miller for being here. I want 
to thank any local official who has taken 
time out of your busy day to come and 
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say hello. There’s one Member of the Con-
gress who is here today. That’s Steve 
Buyer. I appreciate Buyer being with us. 

As you can see, I had some folks meet 
me out there at this unbelievable airplane 
that you provide for the President. [Laugh-
ter] I want to thank our long-time friend 
Digger Phelps for being here. I appreciate 
him coming to say hello. And as impor-
tantly, I want you to know that if you’re 
a Fighting Irish fan, which I presume some 
people are, that this great university hired 
a really good man to be its head coach, 
Ty Willingham. I appreciate Ty coming 
over. 

And what’s interesting about my adminis-
tration, at least one person in my adminis-
tration: One of the finest women in Amer-
ica, one of the smartest women in America, 
is my close adviser on foreign policy. That 
happens to be Condoleezza Rice. She was 
a former student here at Notre Dame, a 
former trustee at Stanford. She went and 
saw Notre Dame’s first victory. She’s con-
stantly telling me to watch out for the Irish, 
because she knows Tyrone Willingham. 

But anyway, I want to thank you all for 
coming. We’ve got some big challenges fac-
ing this great Nation. The first challenge 
is to make sure that there is economic se-
curity in America. See, a better America 
and a stronger America is an America in 
which people are able to find work. If 
they’re looking for work and can’t find 
work, we’ve got a problem, and we need 
to do something about it. Our country was 
in recession—when I got sworn in, it turns 
out the first three quarters of my time in 
Washington was in recession. Secondly, the 
enemy hit us, which shocked our economy. 
Thirdly, it turns out we had some people 
that thought they could cook the books in 
America, people that were—thought the 
best way to get ahead was to kind of shade 
the truth, to mistreat employee and share-
holder. And we’re dealing with all of them. 

We’re dealing with the latter by passing 
law that says to those who want to cheat 
people, there’s no easy money in America, 

just hard time. We’re going to find you, 
and we’re going to hold you to account. 
We expect high standards. We expect high 
standards in America. And Democrats and 
Republicans came together. We passed the 
most comprehensive corporate reform bill 
since Franklin D. Roosevelt was the Presi-
dent. It’s a good piece of legislation. By 
the way, it shows what’s possible in Wash-
ington when we set aside our political par-
ties and focus on what’s doing right for 
the American people. 

But our economy got hurt—was hurting 
and got hurt, but we’re recovering. See, 
the foundations for growth are strong. In-
terest rates are low. Inflation is low. We’ve 
got the best workers in the world. The 
worker of the American—the productivity 
of the American worker is up. The entre-
preneurial spirit is strong. The foundation 
for growth is solid. It’s solid. 

One way to make sure that if people 
want to find work is to do more on the 
tax front. Let me tell you something about 
my view of taxes. Here’s the textbook I 
read—and by the way, some in Washington 
aren’t reading this textbook; they’re reading 
another chapter. I believe if you let a per-
son keep their own money, that person is 
more likely to demand a good or a service. 
And when they demand a good or a serv-
ice, in our society somebody is more likely 
to produce it. And when somebody pro-
duces that good or service, somebody is 
more likely to find work. 

The tax relief we planned came at the 
right time in American economic history. 
It was the right thing to do. It was good 
for small business. America must under-
stand that 70 percent of new jobs are cre-
ated by small-business people. And when 
you cut the tax rates like we did, and you 
understand most small businesses are sole 
proprietorships or limited partnerships—in 
other words, they pay tax at the personal 
income tax level—what we did was infuse 
capital into the small-business sector of our 
society. People are more likely to find work 
because of the tax relief. 
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We also did two other things important: 
One, we mitigated the damage done by 
the marriage penalty. Our Tax Code ought 
to encourage marriage, not discourage mar-
riage. And thirdly, we put the death tax 
on the way to extinction. The death tax 
is bad for Indiana farmers. It’s bad for Indi-
ana ranchers. It’s bad for Indiana small-
business owners. It is plain—it’s just plain 
a bad tax. 

But here’s the problem—here’s the prob-
lem—because of the Senate rules, all the 
tax relief that we passed, which both Re-
publicans and Democrats voted for, goes 
away after 10 years. Now, that’s a hard 
one to explain at the coffee shop there 
in Crawford. [Laughter] How do you say, 
‘‘On the one hand, you’ve got tax relief; 
but on the other hand, you don’t’’? The 
one hand giveth; the other hand taketh 
away. It sounds like Washington to me. 
[Laughter] But those are the Senate rules. 

And so here’s one way to make sure we 
continue to have jobs for people, so that 
people can plan, so that people have cer-
tainty when it comes to their businesses, 
so jobs will grow, is for Congress to make 
the tax relief permanent. 

There are some who are beginning to 
make noises that they want to raise the 
taxes. They want to do away with the tax 
relief. For the sake of people who want 
to find work in America, for the sake of 
job creation, it is important for those voices 
in Congress to read the same textbook you 
and I have read, that tax relief is important 
for job creation. 

I’ll tell you what else is important for 
job creation, is to make sure that Congress 
does not overspend. The problem we have 
in Washington is, every program sounds 
like a beauty, sounds like a winner. Every 
program sounds good. Just the problem is, 
they all cost billions. What we need to do 
is set our priorities, the priorities on how 
to make America safer, stronger, and better 
and not overspend. It’s essential that the 
United States Congress meet our priorities 
and hold the line on spending. And one 

way they can better understand how to do 
that is understand whose money we’re talk-
ing about. The money we spend in Wash-
ington is not the Government’s money. The 
money we spend in Washington is your 
money, the people’s money. 

We need an energy bill in America. An 
energy bill will be good for job security. 
It will also be good for national security. 
We need an energy bill which will encour-
age conservation, that will help unleash the 
technology necessary for us to conserve 
more, the technologies and the research 
necessary for us to do a better job with 
renewable sources of energy. But at the 
same time, we’ve got to understand tech-
nology has changed, and we can explore 
for energy here at home in safer ways. For 
the sake of job security and for the sake 
of national security—and I say ‘‘national se-
curity’’ because we must do everything we 
can to become less dependent on foreign 
sources of crude oil. They’ve been talking 
about an energy plan for months, and with 
the short time left before the Congress 
goes home for the elections, and for the 
sake of American jobs, they’ve got to stop 
talking and get me an energy bill. For the 
sake of the country, what’s best for the 
country, we need an energy policy. 

And we need, by the way, a terrorism 
insurance policy, too. When the terrorists 
hit us, they affected the ability of people 
to be able to get insurance necessary to 
start construction projects. There are over 
$10 billion of construction projects which 
have been delayed because we can’t get 
terrorism insurance for developers. Con-
gress ought to help. Congress ought to help 
not for the sake necessarily of the devel-
opers but the sake of the over 300,000 
hardhats who will be able to find work. 
If you want to help economic growth, Con-
gress, get me a terrorism insurance bill that 
is—that recognizes the importance of the 
hardhat, rewards the hardhats of America, 
and does not reward the plaintiffs attorneys 
in this country. 
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I’ve got—I’m optimistic about our future, 
because I’m optimistic about America. I 
know the resiliency of our country. I know 
the strengths of our country. And while 
some hurt now because of the economic 
slowdown, I’m optimistic about our future. 
I really am. I feel strong—I feel strongly 
that there are better days ahead for people 
who can’t find work. The foundation is 
there, and we’ll keep working—we’ll keep 
working. 

My biggest job, however, is to protect 
you, the American people. That’s my big-
gest job now, is to secure the homeland, 
is to make sure that we’re safe, is to make 
sure our American families are protected. 
That job still exists, and it’s important today 
because there’s still an enemy out there 
that hates us. 

It is really important for all of us to 
communicate the right message to our chil-
dren when we talk with these harsh words. 
But you need to tell your kids that these 
killers hate America because of what we 
love. And what we love is, we love free-
dom. We love the fact that freedom can 
worship an—the freedom to worship an al-
mighty God the way we see fit. We love 
our freedoms. We hold them dear, and 
we’re willing to defend them. We love free-
dom to speak. We love freedom to assem-
ble. We love freedom of the press. We 
love those freedoms. And the other thing— 
one of the other things that distinguishes 
from our enemy is that we value the worth 
of each life. Everybody counts. Everybody 
matters. Each person has worth here in 
America. 

And that’s not the way the enemy thinks. 
See, they’ve hijacked a great religion, and 
they don’t care about life. They’ve got their 
desires, their dark, dark ambitions. And if 
people get in the way from them, that’s 
just too bad, as far as they’re concerned. 
But the problem—what they’ve got is, 
they’ve got a mighty nation that stands be-
tween them and their ambitions. We know 
they’re out there. We know they’re out 
there, and therefore, we’re doing every-

thing we can to protect you. We’re chasing 
down every lead, every hint. There’s a lot 
of really good, hardworking people who are 
working overtime, working long hours to 
protect the homeland. 

One of the reasons I’ve asked—or the 
reason I asked for us to create a new De-
partment of Homeland Security is because 
I want to have all the tools at our disposal 
necessary to protect you—not just me but 
future Presidents. And notice I say ‘‘future 
Presidents,’’ because I believe this struggle 
is going to be going on for quite awhile, 
because we’re not quitting freedom and 
they’re probably not going to quit hating 
for a while. 

I’ve asked the Congress to join me in 
creating this Homeland Department be-
cause I want the over 100 agencies involved 
with your protection to be under one agen-
cy. In other words, in order to affect the 
culture of an agency, in order to set the 
right priorities, they ought to be under one 
umbrella. They ought to be working toward 
the same goal. That doesn’t mean they can’t 
do other things, but the number one pri-
ority, the most important job that these 
agencies have, is to protect America. 

And we’re making some progress. I ap-
preciate the way the House voted the bill, 
but we’ve got a little problem in the Sen-
ate. And here’s the problem. I need flexi-
bility in order to make decisions necessary 
to protect you. I’ll give you an example. 
One of the ways—one of the most impor-
tant things to secure our homeland is to 
do a better job on our borders. See, we 
need to know who is coming in the coun-
try. We need to know what they’re bringing 
into the country. We need to know what 
they’re bringing in, and we need to know 
if they’re leaving when they say they’re 
going to leave. That’s what we need to 
know. And yet when you go down to the 
border, when you look at our border, 
there’s Customs and there’s INS and 
there’s Border Patrol, three different uni-
forms, three different cultures, three dif-
ferent attitudes perhaps. 
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In order to better secure America, the 
administration, the executive branch of 
Government needs the capacity to move 
people to the right place at the right time. 
The enemy moves quickly; we should be 
able to move quickly. Yet the bill coming 
out of the Senate micromanages the proc-
ess. Listen, there are Senators up there 
who are more concerned about special in-
terests in Washington and not enough con-
cerned about the security of the American 
people. And I’m not going to accept a lousy 
bill. I’m not going to accept a lousy plan. 
I insist, for the sake of our security, that 
the United States Senate get it right. 

The best way to secure our homeland 
and the best way to make sure that our 
children can grow up in a free world is 
to hunt these killers down, one person at 
a time, and bring them to justice, which 
is exactly what we’re going to do. 

It’s a different kind of war than we’re 
used to. In the old days, they could count 
tanks and figure out how strong the enemy 
was, or you could look at airplanes and 
formations and flotillas. This is a war where 
we’re fighting tough people, smart killers, 
who hide in dark caves or who kind of 
slither into shadowy recesses in large cities 
and parts of the world and then send 
youngsters to their suicidal death. See, it’s 
a different kind of war, which means we’ve 
got to think differently. We’ve got to be 
better at intelligence. We’ve got to uphold 
that doctrine that says, either you’re with 
us, or you’re with the terrorists. 

We will be steady. We will be patient. 
Sometimes you’ll see the action in this war, 
and sometimes you won’t see the action 
in this war. Sometimes you’ll know whether 
we bring one of them to justice; sometimes 
you won’t know whether we bring one of 
them to justice. [Laughter] But you’ve got 
to know that we’re after justice, that we’re 
steadily, slowly but surely, we are slowly 
but surely doing everything we can to pro-
tect the homeland, slowly but surely finding 
these people. 

Sometimes they think they can outwit us, 
but they can’t outwit a powerful nation 
that’s just on the hunt. Once we get them 
on the run, we’re going to make sure that 
there’s no place for them to light, make 
sure that other countries understand the 
consequences of accepting these Al Qaida 
killers and other terrorists who hate Amer-
ica. 

I also laid out another doctrine—and by 
the way, I think it’s very important that 
when the United States speak, we do what 
we say, for our credibility and for the sake 
of peace. I told the world loud and clear, 
if you harbor a terrorist, if you feed a ter-
rorist, if you hide a terrorist, you’re just 
as guilty as the killers who came to Amer-
ica. 

And one group of folks found out what 
we meant, the Taliban. I want you to tell 
your children this, as well, that this great 
Nation went into Afghanistan—in uphold-
ing that doctrine—we went into that coun-
try not to conquer anybody but to liberate 
people. See, every life matters to us. Every 
life matters. You need to tell your young 
ones when they think about America and 
our values, that because of this country and 
our friends, many young girls went to 
school for the first time. We freed people 
from the clutches of a barbaric regime. 

I submitted the biggest increase in de-
fense spending since Ronald Reagan was 
the President to Congress recently. I did 
it for two reasons. It’s important for you 
to know why. First, anytime we put our 
troops into harm’s way, our soldiers deserve 
the best possible pay, the best training, and 
the best equipment. We owe it to our 
troops. We owe it to those who are sacri-
ficing for our country, and we owe it to 
their loved ones. By the way, if you happen 
to have a son or a daughter or a nephew 
or niece or a mom or a dad in the military, 
you tell them, thanks, on behalf of a grate-
ful nation. 

I submitted that bill that size because 
I wanted to send a message to friend and 
foe alike that we’re in this deal for the 
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long haul, that there’s not a calendar on 
my desk that says, by such-and-such a date 
we’ve got to quit. See, we love freedom. 
And it doesn’t matter how long it takes 
to defend freedom. We will defend free-
dom in America. That’s what we’re made 
out of. That’s the fiber of our country. 

That’s important for people to under-
stand. If there is a threat to America, we 
will deal with it in a deliberative, smart 
way. If we face a threat, we must confront 
that threat if we want our children—see, 
there’s a new—it’s a new attitude around 
the world. We’ve got to understand that. 
The battlefield is now here in America. It 
used to be the oceans would protect us. 
But September the 11th taught us a new 
lesson, and it’s a lesson that must—that 
we must take seriously. We must under-
stand the possibilities of what can happen 
in the new war of the 21st century. 

And that’s why I started a dialog yester-
day on another threat to America, a dialog 
about Saddam Hussein. I want to assure 
you that I want the American people to 
fully understand all the consequences. 
That’s why we’re going to have a debate 
here nationally. That’s why there’s going 
to be a lot of discussion. That’s why I’ve 
asked the Congress to be a part of the 
deliberations. That’s why there will be open 
hearings. That’s why members of—appro-
priate members of my administration will 
testify. That’s why we’ll share information 
as much as we possibly can with the Amer-
ican people, not only with the American 
people but with our friends and allies 
around the world. 

I’ll be meeting with Prime Minister Blair 
on Saturday, Prime Minister Chretien on 
Monday. I’ll be talking to President Putin 
and Premier Jiang and President Chirac to-
morrow. I’ll be beginning to talk about the 
need for freedom-loving countries to deal 
with threats today, before they become in-
credibly serious tomorrow. See, I believe 
we owe that to our children. 

Some things are certain, however. This 
is a man who used poisons on his own 

people. He’s invaded two countries—two 
countries. He’s a person who has ignored 
all admonitions by international organiza-
tions. There will be a good debate, but 
I firmly believe that the world cannot allow 
the world’s worst leaders to hold America 
blackmail, to threaten America, to threaten 
our peace and threaten our friends and al-
lies with the world’s worst weapons. 

I don’t know what was going through 
the mind of the enemy when they hit us. 
They probably thought, you know, America 
is so self-absorbed and so materialistic, so 
shallow and so selfish that after September 
the 11th, oh, they might file a lawsuit or 
two, but that’s all they would do. No, they 
don’t understand our country, do they? 
They don’t understand the fact that, when 
we need to be tough, we’re plenty tough. 
And when we need to be compassionate, 
we’ve got a huge heart. 

Out of the evil done to America is going 
to come some good. Out of the evil done 
to this country—see, the enemy never 
could predict that. Haters don’t—can’t see. 
They can’t see beyond their selfishness. But 
I see something different, and I know many 
Americans do as well. I see peace. I believe 
that by being strong and forceful when we 
need to be strong and forceful, by speaking 
clearly about good and evil, by leading 
other peaceful and loving—freedom-loving 
people in a vast coalition, that we can 
achieve peace, that we can achieve peace 
not only for ourselves and for our children, 
but we can achieve peace in parts of the 
world where people have quit thinking 
about peace. 

We have a chance. The enemy hit us. 
They awoke a mighty country that not only 
will defend ourselves but will lead toward 
a more peaceful tomorrow. I want you to 
tell your children that when they hear all 
the talk and all the speculation and all the 
thousands of hours of so-called experts bab-
bling away about this, that, or the other, 
that the true policy of this Government is 
to achieve peace for generations to come. 
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And at home the enemy hit us, and they 
have awakened a new spirit in the country. 
I used to tell people, ‘‘If you want to join 
the war on terror, do some good. If you 
want to fight evil, love your neighbor just 
like you’d like to be loved yourself. If you 
want to be a patriot, serve something great-
er than yourself.’’ 

Today we’ve got Ricardo Rios with us. 
He is a AmeriCorps member. Ricardo, give 
them a wave. I’ll tell you about Ricardo. 
He’s decided that he wants to serve some-
thing greater than self, so he became a 
teacher, a sixth grade teacher. He knows 
what I know—and I want you all to hear 
this loud and clear—one person can’t do 
everything in society. I know that, but each 
of us can do something to help change 
America one heart, one soul, one con-
science at a time. 

See, that’s the great hope here for this 
country. The enemy has awakened a new 
spirit of compassion in America. We’ve got 
to recognize that in this great country there 
are pockets of despair; there are pockets 
of hopelessness; there’s addiction. There 
are people who wonder about the American 
Dream. And that can be changed. There 
can be light where there is darkness, par-
ticularly when our fellow Americans put 
their arm around people in need and say, 
‘‘I love you. What can I do to help? How 
can I help make your life better?’’ If you 
want to join the war on terror, if you want 
to be a part of the change in America, 
love your neighbor just like you’d like to 
be loved yourself. 

No, the enemy hit us, and as a result, 
there are more soldiers in the armies of 
compassion all across America. The enemy 
hit us, and as a result, people have taken 
a step back and have asked, ‘‘What’s impor-
tant in our lives?’’ We’ve taken an assess-
ment of our worth, an assessment of our 
future. And as a result of what they have 
done, I think our culture is changing, a 
culture that used to say, ‘‘If it feels good, 
just go ahead and do it,’’ and ‘‘If you’ve 
got a problem, blame somebody else for 

your problem,’’ to a new day in which each 
of us understand we are responsible for 
the decisions we make in life. 

If you’re a mom or a dad—if you’re lucky 
enough to be a mom or a dad, you’re re-
sponsible for loving your child with all your 
heart and all your soul. If you’re fortunate 
enough to be a citizen of South Bend, Indi-
ana, you’re responsible for the quality of 
education. You’re responsible for the public 
school system. You’re responsible for mak-
ing sure that your faith-based groups, if 
they’re looking for help, are joined. You’re 
responsible for helping feed the hungry. It’s 
your responsibility, in order to be an Amer-
ican, to serve something greater than your-
self in life. 

Perhaps the most vivid example of that 
came with Flight 93. I want you all to 
remember. For me, it’s one of the most 
important moments of the change that is 
taking place in America, the most vivid and 
sad symbol of them all but, nevertheless, 
vivid and clear. People are flying across 
the country on an airplane; at least they 
thought they were. They learned the plane 
was going to be used as a weapon. They 
got on their telephones. They were told 
the true story. Many of them told their 
loved ones goodbye. They said they loved 
them. They said a prayer; a prayer was 
said. One guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They took 
the plane into the ground. 

It is that spirit, it is that willingness to 
serve something greater than yourself in life 
which is a part of this great country’s soul 
and fabric. No, the enemy hit us. They 
didn’t know who they were hitting. And 
out of the evil done to America is going 
to come some incredible good, because this 
is the greatest nation on the face of the 
Earth, full of the greatest people. 

May God bless you all, and may God 
bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:57 p.m. in 
the ATA Hangar at South Bend Regional Air-
port. In his remarks, he referred to John 
Barnes, vice chairman, U.S. Chamber of 
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Commerce; Mayor Stephen J. Luecke of 
South Bend; Mayor Robert C. Beutter of 
Mishawaka, IN; Mayor David Miller of Elk-
hart, IN; Richard ‘‘Digger’’ Phelps, former 
men’s basketball coach, and Tyrone 
Willingham, head football coach, University 
of Notre Dame; President Saddam Hussein 

of Iraq; Prime Minister Tony Blair of the 
United Kingdom; Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien of Canada; President Vladimir 
Putin of Russia; President Jiang Zemin of 
China; and President Jacques Chirac of 
France. 

Remarks at a Dinner for Congressional Candidate Chris Chocola in 
South Bend 
September 5, 2002 

Thank you all very much for that warm 
welcome. And thank you for that kind in-
troduction, ‘‘Congressman.’’ [Laughter] I’m 
proud to come back to my alma mater. 
Well, that is, my honorary alma mater. 
[Laughter] I’m proud to come back to sup-
port Chris Cacho—Chocola. [Laughter] 
He’s a fine man. You’re lucky he’s running 
for Congress. The people of this district 
need to send him to Washington, DC. 

I want to thank you all for coming. I 
appreciate your support of Chris. I want 
to thank those who organized this dinner. 
I thank John Hiler, who’s campaign chair-
man. I want to thank Father Scully, from 
one of the greatest universities in America, 
that is, Notre Dame. I appreciate Doc 
Bowen. I asked him if he wanted to be 
called Secretary or Governor. He said, 
‘‘Governor.’’ I said, ‘‘I understand that.’’ 
[Laughter] Former Congressman Bud Hillis 
is here. A current Congressman, Steve 
Buyer, is here, and I appreciate Steve com-
ing. He’s been a strong ally in the United 
States Congress. Brose McVey, who is run-
ning for Congress from the Indianapolis 
area, is with us today. And Brose, thank 
you for running for Congress, and sure 
hope you win. I appreciate Jim Kittle, 
who’s the chairman of the party. 

But most of all, I appreciate all the grass-
roots activists who are here. I want to thank 
you for supporting this good man. I want 
to thank you for what you have done, but 

most importantly, I want to thank you for 
what you’re going to do, and that is turn 
out the vote. We need him in the United 
States Congress. 

Chris Chocola is a man of faith and fam-
ily. He’s got good, solid Indiana values. He 
married above himself—[laughter]—and so 
did I. [Laughter] I love the story that’s 
told about Chris sitting there yelling at TV 
screen on Sunday morning. Sarah finally 
said, ‘‘If you get so agitated at screaming 
at the TV screen about all the opinions 
being made, why don’t you start talking 
to voters instead? Why don’t you go out 
and ask for the vote and serve your coun-
try?’’ And thankfully, he said yes. I appre-
ciate a good wife who stands by her hus-
band, who is willing to work to see the 
best interests of this district are represented 
in Washington, DC. 

I also love the fact that they place high 
priority on their children. There’s nothing 
more important than having people in 
Washington, DC, who understand that their 
most important job is to be a good mom 
and a good dad. And you’ve got that in 
the Chocola family. 

I had the honor of shaking some hands 
a little earlier. And more than one person, 
Chris, said they wished Laura were here. 
You drew the short straw. [Laughter] By 
the way, she’s doing great. When I married 
her, she was—we were both raised in Mid-
land, Texas, for starters. And the truth of 
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the matter is, when we met and married, 
she wasn’t very interested in politics and 
wasn’t too keen on politicians. Now she’s 
the First Lady of the United States, and 
she’s doing a fabulous job. I’m proud of 
the way she has set an example. I’m proud 
of her calm demeanor in the face of crisis. 
I’m proud to call her wife. I love her dear-
ly, and I wish she were here. 

I like Chris because not only is he a 
good, honest fellow, he doesn’t need polls 
to tell him what to believe, doesn’t need 
to run a focus group to figure out what’s 
in his heart, but he’s also run a business. 
I’ve spent a little time in Washington now, 
and I can assure you, we need more people 
in the Nation’s Capital who have met a 
payroll. 

See, the entrepreneurial spirit is so in-
credibly important in America, and we 
need to—people need—we need people in 
Washington who understand that spirit. In 
this case, you’ve got a person who has 
helped build a small business to—I guess 
you’d call it a medium-size business. A lot 
of people would call it a large business 
when they understand this business em-
ploys over a 1,000 people. 

See, what we need in Washington is peo-
ple who understand the role of Govern-
ment when it comes to enterprise. And the 
role of Government is not to create wealth. 
The role of Government is to create an 
environment in which the entrepreneur can 
flourish, in which small businesses can grow 
to be big businesses, in which America’s 
producers can flourish. And that starts with 
creating a tax environment that is hos-
pitable to growth and jobs. 

I suspect in this campaign you’re going 
to find a difference of opinion about taxes. 
I’ll give you our opinion. In the midst of 
slow times, economic times—and we’re in 
slow economic times. As a matter of fact, 
history will show that the first three quar-
ters of my administration—during the first 
three quarters of my administration, we 
were in recession. And it’s then that it’s 
best to stimulate economic growth and job 

creation by letting people keep more of 
their own money. Here’s the difference of 
opinion in Washington, and you’re begin-
ning to hear it creep into the dialog. Some 
want to get rid of the tax cuts. Some want 
to raise taxes in the midst of a recession. 
That’s the absolute wrong policy. Some 
want to raise tax when we’ve got slow eco-
nomic times. That’s the wrong policy. 

The textbook we read from says, if you 
let a person keep more of their own 
money, you will enhance the demand for 
goods and services. And if somebody de-
mands an additional good or service, some-
body is going to produce that good or a 
service. And when somebody produces that 
good or a service, somebody is more likely 
to find work. What we’re interested in is 
stimulating the entrepreneurial spirit of 
America, stimulating small-business growth, 
so people in America can find work. 

And one of the issues we’re faced with 
is this—because of a quirk in the law, this 
tax relief plan that we have passed is going 
to expire in 10 years. I admit that’s kind 
of hard to explain. That’s tough to explain 
in Crawford, for example, when you tell 
them, ‘‘We’ll get you tax cuts, but we’re 
going to take it away from you.’’ The Sen-
ate rules have it that after 10 years the 
tax relief that we passed go away. And 
that’s bad for America. See, it’s hard to 
plan when there’s uncertainty in the Tax 
Code. 

There’s also some good social policy in 
the Tax Code. We mitigate the harm of 
the marriage penalty. We believe that the 
Tax Code ought to encourage marriage, not 
discourage marriage. And one of the very 
important features of this bill, besides rate 
reduction, which is good for job creation, 
is that this bill puts the death tax on the 
road to extinction. The death tax is bad 
for Indiana farmers. It’s bad for Indiana 
businessowners. It’s bad for Indiana, pe-
riod. And we need a Congressman who is 
willing to join me to make sure the tax 
cuts are permanent. 
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No, the economy is not like it should 
be. And we’ve made pretty good progress 
in Washington. We need people up there 
who understand the responsibility that 
comes with running a business. In this 
country, we expect people to tell the truth. 
We don’t want people cooking the books. 
We don’t want people fudging the numbers 
in order to try to get ahead. I had the 
honor of working with both Republicans 
and Democrats to sign the most com-
prehensive corporate reform since Franklin 
Roosevelt was the President. My attitude 
is, if you cheat the American people, if 
you cheat the taxpayer, if you cheat your 
employees, we’re going to hold you ac-
countable. No more easy money in Amer-
ica, just hard time for those who betray 
the trust. 

I appreciate so very much Chris’ under-
standing of the need to make sure that 
every child—every child in America—gets 
a good education. There is a debate that 
rages in America about public schools, and 
there should be. Here’s our attitude: Every 
child can learn. We believe it’s essential 
to raise standards and raise the bar, to chal-
lenge the soft bigotry of low expectations. 
We believe it’s important to trust the local 
people to chart the path to excellence for 
every child. See, we’re strong backers of 
local control of schools. We understand the 
people who care more about the children 
of South Bend, Indiana, are the people who 
live in South Bend, Indiana. And therefore, 
we should empower them—empower them 
to make sure that the public education 
meets the high standards. So local control 
of schools is a cornerstone of good edu-
cation policy. We should never federalize 
education in America. 

And thirdly, we believe in holding people 
accountable. You see, if you believe every 
child can learn—in other words, if you’re 
willing to set high standards—then you 
want to know whether or not that’s taking 
place. If you believe every child in America 
can learn, it’s essential that we insist that 

we measure to determine whether they are 
learning. 

We want to know whether or not our 
children can read and write and add and 
subtract, and the only way to do that is 
to insist that States which receive Federal 
money develop accountability systems so 
parents and concerned citizens understand 
exactly that which is taken place. And when 
we find children trapped in schools which 
will not teach and will not change, as a 
society we must demand something better, 
because there is no second-rate children 
in America. Every child should be edu-
cated, and no child should be left behind. 

And I hope the Second District sends 
somebody up to Washington who is strong 
on national defense, somebody who under-
stands the challenges we face, somebody 
who is willing to join me in insisting that 
Congress adequately fund our military. I 
say that because the most important chal-
lenge the next Congress will have is to join 
me in protecting our homeland. Economic 
security is vital, but I believe our economy 
is going to right itself and grow. The ingre-
dients for growth are there: low interest, 
low inflation, high productivity amongst our 
workers. The entrepreneurial spirit is alive 
and well and recovering. The biggest chal-
lenge is the homeland security. 

Our biggest challenge is to make sure 
that the enemy doesn’t hit us again. And 
they’re out there. That’s the reality of the 
world in which we live. The battlefields 
of the past have shifted. The battlefield can 
now be here in America, as we learned 
tragically. And there is still a group of peo-
ple out there, nothing but a bunch of cold-
blooded killers, by the way, that hate Amer-
ica. And they hate us because we love free-
dom. I want you to tell your kids that the 
reason there is an enemy that wants to 
strike America is because this great coun-
try, this great land, loves freedom. We love 
the fact that people can worship freely in 
America. We love the fact that people can 
speak their mind. We love a free press. 
We love everything that freedom offers, 
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and we’re willing to defend it at all costs. 
The more we love freedom, the more the 
enemy hates us. And that’s why we’ve got 
to protect the homeland. 

And there’s another interesting char-
acteristic of these people. They don’t value 
human life, and we do. Every life is pre-
cious in America. Everybody counts. Every-
body has worth, no matter what their sta-
tus. And the enemy doesn’t think that way. 
And so long as we adhere to those values, 
and so long as they’re running around, 
we’ve got a problem here at home. And 
we’re going to deal with it. We’re going 
to deal with it in a way that protects our 
Constitution. It’s a sacred document, as far 
as I’m concerned. And we’re going to do 
it in an intelligent way. 

You need to know there’s a lot of fine 
people working hard to protect America 
right now. Anytime we get a hint, anytime 
we get a lead—our antennae, by the way, 
are much more sensitive now than they 
were prior to September the 11th, obvi-
ously. We’re aware of the new battlefield. 
And so we’re moving on these hints and 
these leads, and we’re disrupting, and we’re 
after them here at home. 

I went to Congress and asked the Con-
gress to help me protect our homeland by 
setting up a Department of Homeland Se-
curity. When I first laid out the initiative, 
some of our folks were a little concerned 
that I was trying to create big Government. 
I readily concede my slogan wasn’t, ‘‘Don’t 
vote for me. I’m for big Government.’’ But 
I do want our Government to work. I want 
it to, particularly now that we’re threat-
ened. I want it to do what you want it 
to do, to do everything we can to effectively 
protect our homeland. So I sent up a com-
prehensive package to Congress to take all 
the agencies involved with homeland secu-
rity—and there’s over 100 of them in 
Washington—and put them under one um-
brella, so that we can have the right focus 
and the right priority in this agency. 

To tell you how Washington thinks, how-
ever—the House, by the way, responded 

well, and I want to thank Steve for his 
vote. But in the Senate, they’re debating 
the issue, and they’re trying to micro-
manage the process. There’s a little confu-
sion as to—over who is the executive 
branch and who is the legislative branch. 
The legislative branch wants to try to run 
how we run our operation. And that’s unac-
ceptable, and I’ll give you an example. 

In order to protect America better, we 
must do a better job of securing our bor-
ders. We’ve got to know who’s coming into 
America, what they’re bringing into Amer-
ica, and whether they’re checking out when 
they say they’re going to leave America. 
We’ve got three different agencies on our 
borders. We’ve got the INS and the Border 
Patrol and the Customs agency, all of which 
have got important duties, none of which 
do a very good job of working together. 
They wear different uniforms. They’ve got 
different strategies sometimes. 

For the sake of homeland security, the 
Senate must give this President and future 
Presidents the ability to move people to 
the right place at the right time in order 
to disrupt the enemy. They should not 
micromanage the process. They’ve got to 
worry more about the American people and 
less about the special interest that roams 
the Hall of the United States Senate. 

There’s no doubt in my mind Steve 
would be with us in that spirit. He under-
stands management, and he understands 
priority. The reason I say we need people 
in Congress up there to—who understand 
the new world we’re in and are willing to 
support our military is because the best 
way to secure the homeland is to hunt the 
killers down, one person at a time, and 
bring them to justice. And that’s exactly 
what the United States is going to do. 

They hide in caves. See, this is a dif-
ferent kind of war. And part of my respon-
sibilities as your President is to remind peo-
ple about the realities that we face in 
America. One of the realities is, is that 
these people hide in caves. They find the 
darkest cave they can find, and then they 
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sell—send their youngsters or young folks 
to their suicidal deaths. They don’t have 
tanks. They don’t have munition factories. 
They’ve got determination and hatred in 
their hearts. They’ve got suicidal killers. 
And so we’ve got to run them down, no 
matter where they are, one by one. 

I sent a significant increase in the de-
fense budget up to Congress. It’s the larg-
est increase since Ronald Reagan was the 
President. I did so because I wanted to 
send two messages: One, anytime we send 
our troops into harm’s way, they deserve 
the best pay, the best equipment, and the 
best possible training. You need a Con-
gressman from this district who under-
stands that. I also sent a second message 
to friend and foe alike, and that is, this 
country will stay the course no matter how 
long it takes to defend freedom, that we’re 
in this for the long haul, that we under-
stand the stakes and we value our liberty 
and we’re going to defend our country for 
the sake of our children and our children’s 
children. 

And we’re making some pretty good 
progress. Sometimes you see what happens; 
sometimes you don’t. This is one of these 
kind of wars where things happen, and you 
just don’t know about it. But I bet we 
have hauled in over a couple of thousand 
of these people. I say ‘‘we’’; it’s not only 
ourselves but our friends and allies. And 
they’re still hitched up. They’re still anxious 
to help, because they understand the 
stakes. Probably a like number weren’t as 
lucky, but we’re seeking justice around the 
world. 

It’s important for our youngsters to un-
derstand this about our country as well: 
When we say something, we’ve got to do 
it. When we say something, we do what 
we say. When we told the world that if 
you harbor a terrorist, you’re just as guilty 
as the terrorist—and we mean it. And Af-
ghanistan and the Taliban found out exactly 
what the United States of America was talk-
ing about. 

We went to that country not to conquer 
anybody but to liberate people. This great 
Nation liberated people from the clutches 
of one of the most barbaric regimes in his-
tory. And now, thanks to America and our 
friends and allies, young girls go to school 
for the first time—many young girls go to 
school for the first time in their lives. 

We’ve got a lot of work to do. Once 
we get them on the run, we intend to keep 
them on the run by denying them sanctuary 
or training or finances or camps. Once we 
get them moving, we’re going to keep them 
moving until we bring them to justice. And 
it’s going to take awhile, just is. But the 
price is worth it. I know the nature of 
the enemy. No matter what it takes, no 
matter what the cost, we owe it to history, 
we owe it to our children’s freedom to be 
tough and strong and to pursue the killers. 

I started a debate in Washington yester-
day that is a very important national debate. 
It’s a debate that we must have. It’s a de-
bate about our future and about peace, and 
it’s a debate about Saddam Hussein. I want 
Congress involved in this debate. Tomor-
row morning I’m going to call the leaders 
of China and Russia and France to talk 
about how to make the world more peace-
ful and more secure. I’m going to meet 
with Prime Minister Blair Saturday night, 
Prime Minister Chretien on Monday, all 
aimed at building a consensus and talking 
about a true threat that faces our country. 

There is nothing more threatening than 
to have weapons of mass destruction in the 
hands of somebody who hates America and 
hates freedom. There’s doubt in people’s 
mind; I understand that. But there should 
be no doubt that Saddam Hussein has in-
vaded two countries in recent history. 
There should be no doubt that he’s totally 
defied the international community. You 
see, he agreed to disarm, and he’s totally 
defied that—what he agreed to. Where I 
come from, if you say you’re going to do 
something, people expect you to do it. I 
expect him to do it. 
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There’s no doubt that he has killed his 
own people. He’s poisoned his own citizens 
at times. He has used chemical weapons 
on others. There’s no doubt in my mind 
that we should allow the world worst lead-
ers to hold America hostage, to threaten 
our peace, to threaten our friends and allies 
with the world’s worst weapons. I’m a pa-
tient man. We’ve got a lot of tools at our 
disposal. But I’m going to act on this 
premise, that freedom is precious, and we 
owe a free society to our children and our 
children’s children. 

The enemy struck a great country. You 
know, they must have ignored reality when 
they hit us, or they were operating on false 
premises, such as, this country is so mate-
rialistic and selfish, so feeble in our 
strength, so shallow in our beliefs that after 
September the 11th we might have filed 
a lawsuit or two, but that’s all we were 
going to do. But they learned—they 
learned something about this country. They 
learned about our character and our fiber 
and our beliefs. Out of the evil done to 
America is going to come some good. They 
couldn’t have possibly realized that, because 
they didn’t understand who they were hit-
ting. Out of the evil they have done to 
us—a tragic, tragic day in our history, Sep-
tember the 11th—will come peace. 

If we stay steadfast and strong, if we’re 
willing to delineate between good and evil, 
if we’re willing to continue to work with 
others to protect freedom, we can achieve 
peace. We can achieve peace not only for 
our own citizens, but since we value all 
human life and everybody matters, we can 
achieve peace in parts of the world that 
have quit on peace. 

No, they hit us, but they roused a mighty 
spirit in this country, and they’ve given us 
a chance to seize the moment, to define 
history, to define our history as a peaceful 
history. It’s going to be some steep climb-
ing for awhile. We’ve got some high hur-
dles. But I want you to tell the young ones 
that the aims of this country, the aims of 
this great country is to achieve peace. 

And here at home, we’ve got to recog-
nize that in the midst of our wealth and 
prosperity, there are pockets of despair and 
hopelessness, people wondering whether or 
not the American Dream is meant for 
them. My attitude is, when one of us suf-
fers, all of us suffers. But I believe we 
now have a chance to rectify that, to make 
our country hopeful for every citizen, be-
cause I know what the spirit of America 
is all about, and I know what’s taking place 
in community after community after com-
munity. After September the 11th, many 
of our citizens took a step back to assess 
that which is important in life. Many of 
our citizens understand to fight evil, you 
do so by loving your neighbor just like 
you’d like to be loved yourself; that it’s 
the collective acts of kindness and goodness 
that take place in our society on a daily 
basis that stands strong against the evil 
done to America and paints the true face 
of a compassionate country. 

I recognize, and I hope you do, that 
there is a role for Government. And Gov-
ernment can hand out money, and some-
times we do a pretty good job of it. But 
what Government cannot do is put hope 
in people’s hearts or a sense of purpose 
in people’s lives. That is done when a lov-
ing citizen puts his or her arm around a 
despairing American, and says, ‘‘I love you. 
What can I do to help you? How can I 
teach you to read? What is it I can do 
to make your life more hopeful?’’ 

See, one person can’t do everything in 
America, but one person could do some-
thing. And each of us must be that one 
person doing something to stand tall in the 
face of evil. And that’s what’s happening 
here in America. All across our country 
there are churches and synagogues and 
mosques working miracles of change in 
people’s lives. There are people who, on 
a daily basis in America, feed those who 
hunger, provide shelter for those who need 
shelter, teach values to our children. 

No, the enemy hit us, but they didn’t 
realize what was going to happen. They 
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didn’t realize that we’re going to do what-
ever it takes to defend our freedom. Nor 
did they realize that this country is going 
to emerge a stronger and more compas-
sionate land. 

The culture of our country—I first ran 
for Governor, and one of the main reasons 
why was because I wanted to be a small 
part of a cultural change in America. I felt 
it was incredibly important for the future 
of this country to be a part of a change 
of a culture from one which had said, ‘‘If 
it feels good, do it,’’ and ‘‘If you’ve got 
a problem, blame somebody else.’’ My 
hopes and dreams still exist for a culture 
which says, ‘‘Each of us are responsible for 
the decisions we make in life.’’ 

If you’re fortunate enough to be a mom 
or a dad, you’re responsible for loving your 
child with all your heart and all your soul. 
If you’re living in South Bend, Indiana, 
you’re responsible for the quality of edu-
cation in your neighborhood. You’re re-
sponsible for helping a neighbor in need. 
You’re responsible for the quality of life 
around you. If you’re running a corpora-
tion, you’re responsible for telling the truth. 
This responsibility era is beginning to take 
place. 

There’s—an amazing event happened on 
September the 11th that helps define what 
I’m talking about. It defines that concept 
of serving something greater than yourself 
in life. It was on Flight 93, when some 

of our fellow citizens were flying across the 
country. They had heard from cell phones, 
generally from their loved ones, that the 
plane that they were on was going to be 
used as a weapon. And a lot of them on 
that airplane told their loved ones goodbye. 
They spoke about love. They said a prayer. 
One guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll,’’ and they served 
something greater than themself in life by 
taking that plane into the ground. 

This country is a fabulous country be-
cause of that spirit. You see, there’s a new 
patriotism in America, a new sense of re-
sponsibility to something greater than our-
selves. There’s no doubt in my mind that 
out of the evil done to America will come 
incredible good, will come peace and a 
compassionate tomorrow, because this is 
the greatest nation on the face of the 
Earth, full of the greatest people. 

May God bless you all. Thank you for 
coming. And may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:55 p.m. at 
the Century Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to former Gov. Otis R. ‘‘Doc’’ Bowen 
of Indiana; Rev. Timothy R. Scully, executive 
vice president, University of Notre Dame; 
Sarah Chocola, wife of candidate Chris 
Chocola; President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; 
Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United 
Kingdom; and Prime Minister Jean Chretien 
of Canada. Mr. Chocola was a candidate for 
Indiana’s Second Congressional District. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Liechtenstein-United States Treaty 
on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters 
September 5, 2002 

To the Senate of the United States: 
With a view to receiving the advice and 

consent of the Senate to ratification, I 
transmit herewith the Treaty Between the 
Government of the United States of Amer-
ica and the Principality of Liechtenstein on 
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Mat-

ters, signed at Vaduz on July 8, 2002. I 
transmit also, for the information of the 
Senate, the report of the Department of 
State with respect to the Treaty. 

The Treaty is one of a series of modern 
mutual legal assistance treaties being nego-
tiated by the United States in order to 

1556 



e Aug 04 2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00405 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.009 193761

Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Sept. 7 

counter criminal activities more effectively. 
The Treaty should be an effective tool to 
assist in the prosecution of a wide variety 
of crimes, including terrorism, drug traf-
ficking, and fraud and other white-collar 
offenses. The Treaty is self-executing. 

The Treaty provides for a broad range 
of cooperation in criminal matters. Mutual 
assistance available under the Treaty in-
cludes: locating or identifying persons or 
items; serving documents; taking the testi-
mony or statements of persons; transferring 
persons in custody for testimony or other 
purposes; providing documents, records and 
items; executing requests for searches and 
seizures; assisting in proceedings related to 
immobilization and forfeiture of assets and 
restitution; initiating criminal proceedings 

in the Requested State; and any other form 
of assistance consistent with the purposes 
of this Treaty and not prohibited by the 
laws of the State from whom the assistance 
is requested. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to the Treaty, 
and give its advice and consent to ratifica-
tion. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
September 5, 2002. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 6. 
An original was not available for verification 
of the content of this message. 

Message on the Observance of Rosh Hashanah, 5763 
September 6, 2002 

I send greetings to the Jewish community 
in the United States and around the world 
as you observe Rosh Hashanah. 

As you mark the beginning of the High 
Holy Days, take time to reflect on the past 
year. In seeking forgiveness and renewal, 
may you again appreciate the love and 
mercy of the Almighty, and look to the 
year ahead with hope and faith. I encour-
age you to draw strength from the many 
examples of courage, sacrifice, and compas-
sion we have witnessed during the last year. 

The President’s Radio Address 
September 7, 2002 

Good morning. Next week, our Nation 
will pause to honor and remember the lives 
lost on September the 11th. We must also 
remember a central lesson of the tragedy: 

As we face the challenges of a new era, 
America remains committed to freedom, 
justice, and opportunity for all people. Dur-
ing this time of examination and remem-
brance, I join you in looking forward to 
a future of tolerance and peace. 

Laura joins me in sending our best wish-
es for a blessed holiday spent with family 
and friends. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Our homeland is vulnerable to attack, and 
we must do everything in our power to 
protect it. 
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We protect our country by relentlessly 
pursuing terrorists across the Earth, assess-
ing and anticipating our vulnerabilities, and 
acting quickly to address those 
vulnerabilities and prevent attacks. America 
needs a single department of Government 
dedicated to the task of protecting our peo-
ple. Right now, responsibilities for home-
land security are scattered across dozens 
of departments in Washington. By ending 
duplication and overlap, we will spend less 
on overhead and more on protecting Amer-
ica. And we must give the Department of 
Homeland Security every tool it needs to 
succeed. 

One essential tool this new Department 
needs is the flexibility to respond to ter-
rorist threats that can arise or change over-
night. The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity must be able to move people and re-
sources quickly, without being forced to 
comply with a thick book of bureaucratic 
rules. 

For example, we have three agencies 
working to safeguard our borders, the INS, 
the Customs Service, and the Border Pa-
trol. They all have different cultures and 
different strategies but should be working 
together in a streamlined effort. Other Fed-
eral agencies dealing with national security 
already have this flexibility, the FBI and 
the CIA and the new Transportation Secu-
rity Administration. It seems like to me, 
if it’s good enough for these agencies, it 
should be good enough for the new De-
partment of Homeland Security. 

In addition, the new Secretary of Home-
land Security needs the authority to trans-
fer some funds, limited funds, among Gov-
ernment accounts in response to terrorist 
threats. This requirement is nothing new; 
such authority is presently available to nu-
merous agencies, including the Department 
of Health and Human Services, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and the Department 
of Energy. 

The House of Representatives has passed 
legislation that would ensure the flexibility 
and authority needed for the Department 

of Homeland Security to effectively carry 
out its mission. The legislation now in the 
Senate would not. The Senate bill would 
not allow the new Secretary of Homeland 
Security to shift resources or streamline 
functions in response to a terrorist threat 
without a time-consuming approval process. 
And the legislation would keep in place 
a process that can take up to 18 months 
just to fire an employee. 

The Senate bill also provides no transfer 
authority for the Secretary of Homeland 
Security. Under the Senate bill, the Sec-
retary would have to ask the President to 
submit a supplemental budget request to 
Congress, and then wait for Congress to 
act every time new terrorist threats pre-
sented a need for additional funding. In 
this war on terror, this is time we simply 
do not have. 

Even worse, the Senate bill would weak-
en the President’s well-established authority 
to prohibit collective bargaining when a na-
tional security interest demands it. Every 
President since Jimmy Carter has used this 
authority, and a time of war is not time 
to limit a President’s ability to act in the 
interest of national security. 

Senators need to understand I will not 
accept a homeland security bill that puts 
special interests in Washington ahead of the 
security of the American people. I will not 
accept a homeland security bill that ties 
the hands of this administration or future 
administrations in defending our Nation 
against terrorist attacks. 

America has been engaged in this war 
for nearly a year, and we’ve made real 
progress. Yet more work remains. A new 
Department of Homeland Security will 
help us to protect our country, but only 
if it has the tools to get the job done. 
I urge the Senate to follow the House’s 
lead and pass legislation that gives the De-
partment the flexibility and the authority 
it needs to protect the American people. 

Thank you for listening. 
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a.m. on September 6 in the Cabinet Room goed for release until the broadcast. The Of-
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a.m. on September 7. The transcript was Spanish language transcript of this address. 
made available by the Office of the Press 

Remarks Prior to Discussions With Prime Minister Tony Blair of the 
United Kingdom and an Exchange With Reporters at Camp David, 
Maryland 
September 7, 2002 

President Bush. It’s my honor to wel-
come the Prime Minister back to Camp 
David. I look forward to spending a good 
3 hours talking to our friend about how 
to keep the peace. This world faces some 
serious threat—and threats—and we’re 
going to talk about it. We’re going to talk 
about how to promote freedom around the 
world. We’re going to talk about our shared 
values of—recognizes the worth of every 
individual. 

And I’m looking forward to this time. 
It’s awfully thoughtful of Tony to come 
over here. It’s an important meeting, be-
cause he’s an important ally, an important 
friend. 

Welcome. 
Prime Minister Blair. Thanks. 
I’m looking very much forward, obvi-

ously, to discussing the issues that are pre-
occupying us at the moment with the Presi-
dent. And I thank him for his kind invita-
tion to come here and his welcome. 

The point that I would emphasize to you 
is that the threat from Saddam Hussein 
and weapons of mass destruction—chem-
ical, biological, potentially nuclear weapons 
capability—that threat is real. We only 
need to look at the report from the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency this morn-
ing showing what has been going on at 
the former nuclear weapons sites to realize 
that. And the policy of inaction is not a 
policy we can responsibly subscribe to. So 
the purpose of our discussion today is to 

work out the right strategy for dealing with 
this, because deal with it we must. 

President Bush. AP lady [Jennifer Loven, 
Associated Press]. 

Iraqi Weapons of Mass Destruction 
Q. Mr. President, can you tell us what 

conclusive evidence of any nuclear—new 
evidence you have of nuclear weapons ca-
pabilities of Saddam Hussein? 

President Bush. We just heard the Prime 
Minister talk about the new report. I would 
remind you that when the inspectors first 
went into Iraq and were denied—finally de-
nied access, a report came out of the Atom-
ic—the IAEA that they were 6 months 
away from developing a weapon. I don’t 
know what more evidence we need. 

Prime Minister Blair. Absolutely right. 
And what we—what we know from what 
has been going on there for a long period 
of time is not just the chemical, biological 
weapons capability, but we know that they 
were trying to develop nuclear weapons ca-
pability. And the importance of this morn-
ing’s report is, it yet again shows that there 
is a real issue that has to be tackled here. 

I mean, I was just reading, coming over 
here, the catalog of attempts by Iraq to 
conceal its weapons of mass destruction, 
not to tell the truth about it over—not just 
over a period of months but over a period 
of years. Now, that’s why the issue is im-
portant. And of course, it’s an issue not 
just for America, not just for Britain; it’s 
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an issue for the whole of the international 
community. But it is an issue we have to 
deal with. And that’s why I say to you that 
the policy of inaction, doing nothing about 
it, is not something we can responsibly ad-
here to. 

President Bush. Do you want to call on 
somebody? You don’t have to if you don’t 
want to. [Laughter] 

United Nations Resolution on Iraq 
Q. A question for the President and the 

Prime Minister: Will you, Mr. President, 
seek a U.N. resolution prior to any action 
against Iraq? And for the Prime Minister, 
would you sanction any action against Iraq 
before—without a U.N. resolution? 

President Bush. Well, first, I’m going to 
give a speech next Thursday, and I’d like 
you to tune in. 

Prime Minister Blair. As I said to you, 
I think at the press conference we gave 
earlier in the week, this is an issue for 
the whole of the international community. 
But the U.N. has got to be the way of 
dealing with this issue, not the way of 
avoiding dealing with it. Now, of course, 
as we showed before in relation to Afghani-
stan, we want the broadest possible inter-
national support, but it’s got to be on the 
basis of actually making sure that the threat 
that we’ve outlined is properly adhered to. 

Because the point that I would empha-
size to you is it’s not us—it’s not Britain 
or America that’s in breach of United Na-
tions resolutions. It’s Saddam Hussein and 
Iraq. And therefore, this issue is there for 
the international community to deal with. 
And we’ve got to make sure that it is a 
way of dealing with it. 

President Bush. Patsy [Patricia Wilson, 
Reuters]. 

Regime Change in Iraq 
Q. Mr. President—— 
President Bush. Yes.
Q. ——what is your actual target in 

Iraq? Is it weapons of mass destruction or 

Saddam Hussein? And if the Prime Min-
ister could answer too. 

President Bush. Well, as you know, our 
Government in 1998—action that my ad-
ministration has embraced—decided that 
this regime was not going to honor its com-
mitments to get rid of weapons of mass 
destruction. The Clinton administration 
supported regime change. Many members 
of the current United States Senate sup-
ported regime change. My administration 
still supports regime change. There’s all 
kinds of ways to change regimes. 

This man is a man who said he was going 
to get rid of weapons of mass destruction. 
And for 11 long years, he has not fulfilled 
his promise. And we’re going to talk about 
what to do about it. We owe it to future 
generations to deal with this problem, and 
that’s what these discussions are all about. 

Final question. 
Call on somebody. [Laughter] 
Prime Minister Blair. Yes, sure. 
President Bush. Yes? 
Q. Mr. President, Mr. Prime Minister, 

do you have any support from any—— 
President Bush. Pardon me? 
Q. Do you have any support from any 

other countries in the world, apart from 
Britain? And Mr. Blair too. 

President Bush. Yes. A lot of people un-
derstand that this man has defied every 
U.N. resolution—16 U.S. resolutions he’s 
ignored. A lot of people understand he 
holds weapons of mass destruction. A lot 
of people understand he has invaded two 
countries. A lot of people understand he’s 
gassed his own people. A lot of people un-
derstand he is unstable. So we’ve got a 
lot of support. A lot of people understand 
the danger. 

Prime Minister Blair. Yes, and I can tell 
you from the discussions I’ve had with peo-
ple—of course, there are people asking per-
fectly reasonable questions about this, but 
the one thing that no one can deny is that 
Saddam Hussein is in breach of the United 
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Nations resolutions on weapons of mass de-
struction—that is, chemical, biological, nu-
clear weapons—that that poses a threat not 
just to the region, because there is no way, 
if those weapons were used, that the threat 
would simply stay in the region. 

People understand that. Now, we’ve got 
to make sure that we work out a way for-
ward that, of course, mobilizes the max-
imum support but does so on the basis 
of removing a threat that the United Na-
tions itself has determined is a threat to 
the whole of the world. 

President Bush. Thank you all for com-
ing. I appreciate you. Thanks. 

Q. Mr. President—— 
President Bush. Pardon me? 

President’s Reaction to September 11 
Q. Will you take one on 9/11, sir? 
President Bush. Yes, go ahead. 
Q. Let me ask you, sir, when you asked 

the American people for support—— 
President Bush. The only reason why is, 

he’s a fine fellow. 
Go ahead. 
Q. When you asked the American people 

for support 2 years ago, there was no way, 
sir, anyone could have imagined the grim 
nature of the job you would take on. Had 
you known then what the job would entail, 
would you still have asked for it, sir? And 
would you have had any compunction 
about—— 

President Bush. There’s no way that I 
could have possibly known what we were 
going to have to deal with. I’m a citizen 
of a country that has had these two vast 
oceans protecting us. For all these years 
we were safe. People couldn’t come and 
attack us—so we thought. Of course, Ha-
waii got attacked, but that’s not a part of 
our mainland. We felt secure here in the 
country. 

There’s no way we could have possibly 
envisioned that the battlefield would 
change. And it has, and that’s why we’ve 
got to deal with all the threats. That’s why 
Americans must understand that when a 
tyrant like Saddam Hussein possesses weap-
ons of mass destruction, it not only threat-
ens the neighborhood in which he lives— 
it not only threatens the region—it can 
threaten the United States of America or 
Great Britain, for that matter. The battle-
field has changed. We are in a new kind 
of war, and we’ve got to recognize that. 

There’s no way I could have possibly pre-
dicted that future. I’m honored to be the 
President. And so long as I am the Presi-
dent, I’m going to work hard to make 
America safe and the world more peaceful. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:51 p.m. In 
his remarks, he referred to President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on United States 
Individuals Involved in the Antinarcotics Campaign in Colombia 
September 5, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Pursuant to section 3204(f), title III, 

chapter 2 of the Emergency Supplemental 
Act, 2000 (the ‘‘Act’’), as enacted in the 
Military Construction Appropriations Act, 
2001, Public Law 106–246, I am providing 
a report prepared by my Administration. 

The report provides ‘‘the aggregate num-
ber, locations, activities, and lengths of as-
signment for all temporary and permanent 
U.S. military personnel and U.S. individual 
civilians retained as contractors involved in 
the antinarcotics campaign in Colombia.’’ 
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In so doing, I note and appreciate the 
continued strong bipartisan support given 
to U.S. programs assisting Colombia in the 
Act and elsewhere. This report is classified 
because of force protection considerations 
and the high level of terrorist threat in 
Colombia. However, the aggregate numbers 
given below are unclassified. 

The report indicates that as of July 12, 
2002, the end of this reporting period, 
there were 170 temporary and permanent 
U.S. military personnel and 228 U.S. civil-
ians retained as individual contractors in 
Colombia involved in supporting Plan Co-

lombia. This report further indicates that 
during May, June, and July 2002, these fig-
ures never exceeded the ceilings established 
in section 3204(b) of the Act, as amended. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Sep-
tember 9. 

Remarks on Implementation of the ‘‘Smart Border’’ Declaration and Action 
Plan in Detroit, Michigan 
September 9, 2002 

Thank you for joining us today. It’s a 
pleasure to be back in Detroit—just across 
the river from Windsor—to reaffirm a spe-
cial relationship, an important relationship, 
and to address a common challenge. Amer-
ica and Canada face new threats to our 
security. It’s the new reality of the 21st 
century, and we can’t forget that. And some 
of those threats must be stopped at our 
borders. This great and peaceful border 
must be open to business, must be open 
to people, and it’s got to be closed to ter-
rorists and criminals. And so today we’re 
taking two steps to turn this vision into 
reality. 

I appreciate so very much the Prime 
Minister, Jean Chretien, for joining us here. 
He has been a steadfast friend. I really 
enjoy dealing with him on a personal basis. 
He’s a plain-spoken fellow with a good 
sense of humor—probably won’t go too 
good up here in Canada, but he’d be a 
great Texan. [Laughter] 

I appreciate Tom Ridge joining us. Tom 
is my adviser for Homeland Security, 
former Governor of Pennsylvania. I want 
to thank Tom for working hard with the 

Deputy Prime Minister John Manley from 
Canada, who—both these two men work 
hard to—[applause]. The Prime Minister 
and I, of course, get the credit if it goes 
well. [Laughter] They get the blame if it 
doesn’t. [Laughter] The truth of the matter 
is, they did a lot of the work, and I want 
to thank both of you men for working hard 
for what’s best for our countries. 

I appreciate so very much the members 
of our congressional delegation who have 
shown up here, Congressman Joe Knollen-
berg, Carolyn Kilpatrick. I had a chance 
to say hello to Congresswoman Kilpatrick’s 
little boy at the airport. [Laughter] He’s 
doing a fine job as the mayor of Detroit. 
I know she’s proud of what a fine job he 
is doing. I want to appreciate very much 
Congressman John Conyers as well and 
Sandy Levin and Nick Smith from the— 
both Republicans and Democrats who 
share deep concern about our border and 
what transpires here. So I thank the Mem-
bers of Congress for coming today. 

I also appreciate so very much our Am-
bassador from Canada, Paul Cellucci, my 
close friend, for being here as well. Mr. 
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Ambassador, thank you for coming. I want 
to thank Robert Bonner of the Customs, 
U.S. Customs, for being here, and Rob 
Wright, who’s the Commissioner of Cana-
dian Customs. Thank you both for coming. 
I appreciate Jim Ziglar so very much, the 
head of our INS, for being here. He’s got 
a tough job, and he’s handling his job in 
fine fashion. Jim, I want to thank you for 
your service to the country. 

I appreciate very much our friend the 
Governor from Michigan, John Engler, for 
introducing me. Lieutenant Governor Dick 
Posthumus is with us today. Lieutenant 
Governor, thanks for coming. And Candice 
Miller, the Michigan secretary of state, is 
here as well. And I want to appreciate all 
the officials for coming. 

This bridge right here is a symbol of 
the close and unique relationship—close 
and unique relationship—between our two 
nations. This single bridge carries more 
trade than any other border crossing on 
this continent, and that’s saying a lot. This 
is a—this is an active bridge. Thanks to 
the North American Free Trade Agree-
ment, more than 500,000 people and over 
a billion dollarsMDSU’ worth of goods 
cross the U.S.-Canadian border every day. 
The ties of trade and travel and family be-
tween America and Canada are closer than 
ever, and our countries are better for it. 

Yet, nearly a year ago, we saw the terror-
ists, coldblooded killers, using our open-
ness, the openness of our societies against 
us. We were awakened to threats that can 
arrive across our borders. We realized, at 
least in our country, that we had become 
a battlefield. And we’ve got to confront 
those threats. We have no choice but to 
confront the threats head-on, while we pre-
serve the freedom and the openness of our 
societies. 

We have hard-working inspectors at this 
border, and I want to thank all the folks 
who work hard to expedite the traffic here. 
I believe my job is to—at least on the 
American side—is to make sure that you’re 
able to do your jobs more effectively and 

to figure out how to use technologies and 
the systems necessary so that you can do 
your job in a better fashion. You see, we 
want our inspectors to be able to focus 
on the greatest risks, not on legitimate 
trade and travel. We want their time fo-
cused on stopping terror, criminality. We’ve 
got to recognize that inspections create bot-
tlenecks on both sides of this bridge. That’s 
one of the realities. When you start looking 
closer, you’re going to start creating bottle-
necks, and that’s not good. It’s not good 
for families that want to be together. It’s 
not good for trade and traffic. And so we’ve 
got to reduce the backups and, at the same 
time, strengthen our mutual security. 

So today Canada and the United States 
are launching what we call the FAST, 
which stands for Free and Secure Trade. 
The Prime Minister and I got to see the 
FAST system in operation. It says that 
American and Canadian companies can reg-
ister their goods and their trucks and their 
drivers with their Governments and then 
border inspectors can review this informa-
tion up to an hour prior to arrival. Once 
the agents have determined the safety of 
each shipment, the trucks can cross in spe-
cial lanes, using tested technology, tech-
nology that the Prime Minister and I just 
saw. Border inspectors will be able to in-
stantly verify the contents and identify each 
truck as it pulls up. Stop times will be 
reduced from a few minutes to seconds, 
and that’s important. 

We’re also announcing a second initiative 
for safer and smarter borders that will ben-
efit individual travelers. We’re dramatically 
expanding a program to issue special photo 
identifications to people who are screened 
to ensure they are not security threats to 
either country. These cards entitle people 
to travel across the border in dedicated 
lanes, where there will be little or no delay 
for inspections. We’re trying to help people 
cross the borders as quickly as possible. 

This kind of program for simplifying trav-
el for thousands of people who regularly 
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cross the border is now in place in Wash-
ington—Washington State and British Co-
lumbia. And so, starting today, we’re 
launching the program here in Detroit, ac-
cepting applications from Americans and 
Canadians who want to travel across the 
border in faster fashion. 

With these two initiatives, we’ll ensure 
faster movement of legal, low-risk goods 
and faster travel for people across our bor-
ders. And we’ll be able to better enhance 
security. Our inspectors will spend less time 
inspecting law-abiding citizens and more 
time inspecting those who may harm us. 

We’re doing everything we can here in 
America to protect our homeland. Along 
with Canada, we’ve got some of the finest 
troops in the world hunting down the Al 
Qaida killers in Afghanistan, hunting them 
down one at a time to make sure we can 
better secure our respective countries. 

And at home I’ve asked our Congress 
to join with me to set up a Department 
of Homeland Security so that we can do 
a better job on our borders, a better job 
with our first-responders. I do not need 
a bunch of rules and regulations trying to 
micromanage the process. I want the ability 
to be able to look the American people 

in the eye and say, ‘‘I’m doing everything,’’ 
or ‘‘We’re doing everything we can to pro-
tect you.’’ And so the Senate, the United 
States Senate, must not focus on narrow 
special interests but must focus on the se-
curity of the American people. 

And so I’m—Mr. Prime Minister, this 
country is doing everything we can to ad-
dress a common problem, and you need 
to know, sir, that we’re determined, and 
we’re patient, and we’re resolved to win 
this war against these terrorists, because, 
like you, we love freedom. We value our 
freedoms. We want to leave a legacy of 
freedom behind for our children and our 
grandchildren. 

It’s now my honor to welcome to the 
podium a friend, a strong leader, the Prime 
Minister of our important neighbor, Jean 
Chretien. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:41 a.m. 
outside the U.S. Customs cargo inspection 
facility next to the Ambassador Bridge. In his 
remarks, he referred to Mayor Kwame M. 
Kilpatrick of Detroit. The transcript released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary also in-
cluded the remarks of Prime Minister 
Chretien. 

Joint Statement by President George W. Bush and Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien on Implementation of the ‘‘Smart Border’’ Declaration and Action 
Plan 
September 9, 2002 

Nearly one year ago, terrorists launched 
an attack on our common commitment to 
freedom, democracy, the rule of law, and 
an open world economy. The United States 
and Canada have responded together with 
the shared determination that has always 
characterized the partnership between our 
two great nations. 

American and Canadian troops have 
fought side-by-side to free the Afghan peo-
ple from Taliban rule, and to destroy the 

Al-Qaeda terrorist network. Our govern-
ments are sharing intelligence and coordi-
nating law enforcement action to address 
threats to our societies. We have partnered 
diplomatically, working together at the G-
8 Summit in June to secure the commit-
ment of the world’s largest economies to 
increase the security of the global transpor-
tation and trading system. Officials from 
dozens of American and Canadian agencies 
have worked together with determination 
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and dedication and our citizens have found 
countless ways to support each other. 

When we met on September 24th last 
year, we resolved to prevent terrorists from 
undermining the national and economic se-
curity of our citizens. We charged Home-
land Security Advisor Tom Ridge and Dep-
uty Prime Minister John Manley with co-
ordinating our governments’ cooperation 
along the longest, non-militarized border in 
the world. They recognized the urgent 
need to enhance security in a way that 
strengthened the extraordinary trading rela-
tionship between our countries and the 
prosperity that it provides our citizens. 

On December 12, 2001 Governor Ridge 
and Deputy Prime Minister Manley signed 
‘‘The Smart Border Declaration,’’ and im-
mediately began implementing an aggres-
sive and sweeping 30-point action plan to 
build a smart border for the 21st century— 
a border that is secure and efficient; a bor-
der open for business but closed to terror-
ists. 

On June 28, 2002, they reported on the 
tremendous progress that has already been 
made in implementing the Smart Border 
Action Plan. We are on-track to implement 
many action plan elements over the coming 
months and years, bringing continuous and 
steady improvement to the efficiency and 
security of our shared border. Today, we 
mark important milestones in two of the 
programs that are central to building a 
smart border. 

The United States and Canada have the 
largest trading relationship of any two coun-
tries in the world, and more trade flows 
between Detroit, Michigan and Windsor, 
Ontario than through any other border 
crossing. Today we announce a major step 
forward in ensuring the secure and efficient 
flow of goods across the border with the 
opening of registration for the Free and 
Secure Trade (FAST) program. This revolu-
tionary program partners the United States 
and Canadian governments with the private 
sector to ensure a secure supply chain for 
low-risk goods. FAST will make many 

cross-border commercial shipments simpler, 
cheaper, and subject to fewer delays—all 
while enhancing security. FAST will be 
open by December 2002 at the following 
crossings: Blaine/Douglas, Detroit/Windsor, 
Port Huron/Sarnia, Buffalo/Fort Erie, 
Lewiston/Queenston, and Champlain/ 
Lacolle. 

The closeness of our two societies is evi-
denced by the fact that over 200 million 
people cross our shared border every year. 
In order to allow known travelers to cross 
the border quickly and easily, the United 
States and Canada have begun fielding a 
new program called NEXUS that provides 
dedicated ‘‘fast lanes’’ for pre-approved, 
low-risk travelers. NEXUS is already run-
ning at four border crossings. Today we 
are opening the joint NEXUS application 
center in Detroit. NEXUS will be oper-
ational at both Detroit/Windsor and Buf-
falo/Fort Erie beginning in January of 2003 
and will be expanded to all other high-
volume crossings between the two countries 
by the end of 2003. We have also devel-
oped a NEXUS-Air program, which we will 
begin piloting in airports in early 2003. 

A secure and efficient border is key to 
our economic security. We must continue 
our efforts to involve the private sector as 
we proceed with modernizing our shared 
border. To this end, Governor Ridge and 
Deputy Prime Minister Manley will work 
with our key agencies and departments to 
ensure that they have in place efficient and 
effective mechanisms for consulting with 
the private sector. This will be part of an 
ongoing process of formally involving pri-
vate sector leaders in our border work. 

More work remains, and the United 
States and Canada reaffirm our commit-
ment to fully realize the smart border vi-
sion. Some of the smart border action items 
will take sustained cooperation, effort and 
investment. We have directed Governor 
Ridge and Deputy Prime Minister Manley 
to continue overseeing implementation of 
the Smart Border Action Plan, and provide 
us periodic progress reports. In addition, 

1565 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00414 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.010 193761

Sept. 9 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

we have asked that they identify and ini-
tiate work in other areas where close co-
operation serves our mutual interests, such 
as biosecurity and science and technology 
research and development. 

Our relationship has never been stronger. 
We are neighbors who share a common 
border, but more importantly we are neigh-
bors bound together by common values: 
freedom, democracy, the rule of law, the 

inherent dignity and rights of every human 
being. 

We are also neighbors who share a com-
mon mission: to protect the security and 
enhance the prosperity of our citizens. 
Working together, we will fulfill this mis-
sion. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment. 

Remarks Prior to Discussions With Prime Minister Jose Manuel Durao 
Barroso of Portugal 
September 10, 2002 

President Bush. It’s my honor to wel-
come Prime Minister Barroso of Portugal 
to the Oval Office. He’s one of the bright 
young leaders on the international stage. 
And it’s a conversation I’ve been looking 
forward to having with Jose. 

He comes at a very interesting time. It’s 
a time where the world is discussing the 
present and the future. Today—tomorrow 
we’ll be reliving a horrible reminder of 
what is possible in the 21st century; that 
is, no country is immune from attack. 

We will discuss today our mutual desire 
to fight terror. And I appreciate the Gov-
ernment of Portugal for its strong support 
in the war against terror. We will also dis-
cuss future threats that we face, all of us 
face, the dire possibilities that outlaw re-
gimes will develop weapons of mass de-
struction and use them with terrorist orga-
nizations or use them on their own against 
countries which love freedom, countries 
such as Portugal. 

We will discuss our relationship in 
NATO, and of course, we’ve got a very 
important conference coming in NATO 
about the expansion. I look forward to 
hearing the Prime Minister’s views on that 
important issue. 

So you’re here at a perfect time—— 

Prime Minister Durao Barroso. Thank 
you. 

President Bush. ——to discuss important 
issues. I value his judgment. I look forward 
to his advice. 

Mr. Prime Minister, if you’d like to say 
a few things. 

Prime Minister Durao Barroso. Okay, 
thank you very much. Let me first of all 
thank very much Mr. Bush, President Bush, 
for receiving me here today. I think it is 
very important the United States of Amer-
ica and President Bush listens to the opin-
ion of close allies, and Portugal is a very 
close ally of the United States. 

I think that it was Winston Churchill that 
said once that: ‘‘The problem with allies 
is that sometimes they have opinions.’’ 
[Laughter] And I come here to listen to 
President Bush, but also—— 

President Bush. I’m going to listen. 
[Laughter] 

Prime Minister Durao Barroso. ——to 
give you my opinion, very frankly, the opin-
ion of a friend, the opinion of a close ally 
of the United States, a country that shares 
the same basic values. 

And I think at this very moment, where 
there are some global threats that have to 
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have a global answer, we should act glob-
ally. And that’s one of the messages I will 
convey to President Bush, a personality I 
admire very much for everything he rep-
resents, for the free world, the way he has 
led this global coalition against terrorism. 

And I’m very proud to be today here 
with you, to convey to you the deep respect 

of the Portuguese people—indeed, I would 
say, of Europe—in all our common endeav-
ors against global terrorism. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank 
you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:57 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. 

Remarks at the Embassy of Afghanistan and an Exchange With Reporters 
September 10, 2002 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thank you for coming. I just—please, be 
seated. I had the opportunity of meeting 
with distinguished members of the Arab 
American and Muslim American commu-
nities, and I want to thank you all so very 
much for coming to share with me your 
thoughts. 

Like all Americans, they’re proud of our 
country; they’re proud of our military; 
they’re proud of our allies for working to-
gether to free Afghanistan. They will never 
forget the joy of the Afghan people who 
were liberated. They appreciate the fact 
that we work in concert to destroy terrorist 
training camps in Afghanistan so that those 
terrorists might not hurt others. They want-
ed to come with me to show their solidarity 
with the people of Afghanistan and to show 
that America has a vibrant and important 
and dynamic Muslim faith tradition. 

I appreciate so very much Ziad, the 
president of the American Arab Anti-Defa-
mation League, for being here. 

Mr. Ambassador, thank you and your 
sweet wife for having us here. The Ambas-
sador has a fabulous story. He’s an Amer-
ican citizen, renounced his citizenship in 
order to become the Ambassador of Af-
ghanistan, to serve this nation. I appreciate 
that, appreciate your leadership. 

I want to thank Andrew Natsios, who 
is with us today, who is doing a fine job 
of helping people in need around the 

world. I want to thank—where’s Zal? There 
he is. Zal, thanks for coming. Zal Khalilzad 
is a member of the National Security Coun-
cil and very much involved with our efforts 
to help Afghanistan. 

It’s important for our fellow Americans 
to understand that Americans of Muslim 
faith share the same grief that we all share 
from what happened to our country, that 
they’re just as proud of America as I am 
proud of America, that they love our coun-
try as much as I love our country. They 
share my profound belief that no American 
should be judged by appearance, by ethnic 
background, or by religious faith. I believe 
that strongly, and so do they. 

Bigotry is not a part of our soul. It’s 
not going to be a part of our future. Sure, 
there may be some, but that’s not the 
American way, and we must reject bigotry 
of all kinds in this great land. In order 
for us to reject the evil done to America 
on September the 11th, we must reject big-
otry in all its forms. George Washington 
says, ‘‘America gives to bigotry no sanction, 
to persecution no assistance.’’ And that is 
true today. We treasure our friendship with 
Muslims and Arabs around the world. 

One year ago, the people of Afghanistan 
lived under oppression. Their country was 
a haven for terror. Today, they’re an emer-
gency democracy—an emerging democracy 
and building a better future. And we are 
proud to continue to stand by them and 
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to stand with them. Americans are helping 
the people of Afghanistan in their time of 
hardship and need, and we will continue 
to do so. The United States has committed 
more than $700 million in aid to Afghani-
stan for food and seeds and roads and 
bridges, water and sanitation systems. I was 
most proud of the fact that American chil-
dren from all walks of life contributed to 
the America’s Fund for Afghan Children. 
It was such a strong statement, of children 
uniting to help people in need. 

All Americans must recognize that the 
face of terror is not the true faith—face 
of Islam. Islam is a faith that brings com-
fort to a billion people around the world. 
It’s a faith that has made brothers and sis-
ters of every race. It’s a faith based upon 
love, not hate. 

As we mourn tomorrow, we must re-
member that our enemy is a radical net-
work of terrorists, not a religion; that gov-
ernments which support them are our en-
emies, not faithful Muslims who love their 
families, who yearn for a more peaceful 
and safe world for their children. 

Tomorrow Americans of all faiths will 
come together in a spirit of unity and re-
membrance and resolve. I call on every 
American to uphold the values of America 
and remember why many have come here. 
In our war against terror, we must never 
lose sight of the values that makes our 
country so strong, the values of respect and 
tolerance, the value that we believe that 
everybody ought to worship the Almighty, 
however they so choose. 

Mr. Ambassador, thank you for letting 
me come by on the eve of this important 
day for our country. I’m honored to be 
here at your Embassy. 

Ambassador Ishaq Shahryar. Thank you 
very much, Mr. President. 

The President. May God bless you; may 
God bless Afghanistan. May God continue 
to bless America. 

I’ll answer a few questions. Jennifer [Jen-
nifer Loven, Associated Press]. 

Homeland Security Alert 
Q. Yes, Mr. President, with this increased 

threat level, can you say what your level 
of concern is that Americans will be at-
tacked again? And what is your advice to 
Americans in this time? 

The President. Well, we are—we take 
every threat seriously. The threats that we 
have heard recently remind us of the pat-
tern of threats we heard prior to September 
the 11th. We have no specific threat to 
America, but we’re taking everything seri-
ously, obviously. And so, therefore, we have 
gone to a different level of concern, a dif-
ferent threat level, which means our Gov-
ernment will be providing extra security at 
key facilities and that we’ll be increasing 
surveillance. 

We’ll do everything we can to protect 
the American people. And Americans need 
to go about their lives. They just need to 
know that their Government, at the Federal 
and State and local level, will be on an 
extra level of alert to protect us. 

Heidi [Heidi Przybyla, Bloomberg]. You 
haven’t asked a question in a while. 

President’s Upcoming United Nations 
Address 

Q. Thank you. I appreciate it. What do 
you think of French President Chirac’s idea 
to give Hussein a 3-week deadline to com-
ply with weapons inspections or face—— 

The President. I think—Heidi, I think it’s 
important that, so that you will pay atten-
tion to my speech on Thursday, that I re-
serve judgment about what may or may 
not be in my speech. [Applause] Even got 
applause—you finally got a question and 
applause. [Laughter] 

I do—I’ll have something to say, obvi-
ously, and I look forward to speaking to 
that international body about—about how 
best we can work together to keep the 
peace, how best to make the world a more 
peaceful place. And so I hope you under-
stand that I’ll not reveal my speech ahead 
of time. I know that many are trying to 
find out what it is, and that’s your job. 
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But my job is not to answer you. [Laugh-
ter] 

Katie [Katie Textor], ABC. 
Q. Sir, if you decide on a military solu-

tion to Saddam Hussein, have you resigned 
to go through the U.N. Security Council? 
Or are you determined to go it alone? 

The President. Katie, thank you for ask-
ing me about what’s going to be in my 
speech tomorrow. [Laughter] 

Let me get to the U.N. and give what 
is an important speech for me. I’ll make 
the case of how I think we ought to pro-
ceed, on how we work together to keep 
the peace. I’m going to the United Nations 
to give this speech for a reason, because 
I believe this is an international problem 
and that we must work together to deal 
with the problem. 

And I am also very mindful of my job 
as the American President to do everything 
we can to protect the American people 
from future attack. And I’m deeply con-
cerned about a leader who has ignored 
all—who ignored the United Nations for 
all these years, has refused to conform to 
resolution after resolution after resolution, 
who has weapons of mass destruction. And 

the battlefield has now shifted to America, 
so there’s a different dynamic than we’ve 
ever faced before. And I take these threats 
seriously. The thing I take most seriously 
is my job to protect innocent life here on 
the homeland, and I will respond to this 
threat starting Thursday. And I look for-
ward to the chance to do so. 

In the meantime, tomorrow is going to 
be a hard day for a lot of Americans. It’s 
going to be a day of tears and a day of 
prayer and a day of national resolve. It 
also needs to be a day in which we confirm 
the values which make us unique and great. 
And that’s one of the reasons I came here 
today, to be with friends to assure all 
Americans that we will embrace those val-
ues. 

So thank you all for coming. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m. out-
side the Embassy. In his remarks, he referred 
to Ziad Asali, president, American-Arab Anti-
Discrimination Committee; and Afghan Am-
bassador to the U.S. Ishaq Shahryar and his 
wife, Hafizah. A reporter referred to Presi-
dent Jacques Chirac of France and President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

Remarks at the Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia 
September 11, 2002 

One year ago, men and women and chil-
dren were killed here because they were 
Americans and because this place is a sym-
bol to the world of our country’s might 
and resolve. Today we remember each life; 
we rededicate this proud symbol; and we 
renew our commitment to win the war that 
began here. 

The terrorists chose this target hoping 
to demoralize our country. They failed. 
Within minutes, brave men and women 
were rescuing their comrades. Within 
hours, in this building, the planning began 
for a military response. Within weeks, com-

mands went forth from this place that 
would clear terrorist camps and caves and 
liberate a nation. And within one year, this 
great building has been made whole once 
again. 

Many civilian and military personnel have 
now returned to offices they occupied be-
fore the attack. The Pentagon is a working 
building, not a memorial. Yet, the memo-
ries of a great tragedy linger here. And 
for all who knew loss here, life is not the 
same. 

The 184 whose lives were taken in this 
place—veterans and recruits, soldiers and 
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civilians, husbands and wives, parents and 
children—left behind family and friends 
whose loss cannot be weighed. The murder 
of innocents cannot be explained, only en-
dured. And though they died in tragedy, 
they did not die in vain. Their loss has 
moved a nation to action, in a cause to 
defend other innocent lives across the 
world. 

This war is waged on many fronts. We’ve 
captured more than 2,000 terrorists; a larg-
er number of killers have met their end 
in combat. We’ve seized millions in ter-
rorist assets. We’re reorganizing the Fed-
eral Government to protect the homeland. 
Yet, there’s a great deal left to do. And 
the greatest tasks and the greatest dangers 
will fall to the Armed Forces of the United 
States. 

I came to the Presidency with respect 
for all who wear America’s uniform. Every 
day as your Commander in Chief, my re-
spect and that of our Nation has deepened. 
I have great confidence in every man and 
woman who wears the uniform of the 
United States of America. I am proud of 
all who have fought on my orders, and this 
Nation honors all who died in our cause. 

Wherever our military is sent in the 
world, you bring hope and justice and 
promise of a better day. You are worthy 
of the traditions you represent, the uniform 
you wear, the ideals you serve. America 
is counting on you, and our confidence is 
well placed. 

What happened to our Nation on a Sep-
tember day set in motion the first great 
struggle of a new century. The enemies 
who struck us are determined, and they 

are resourceful. They will not be stopped 
by a sense of decency or a hint of con-
science, but they will be stopped. 

A greater force is amassed against them. 
They are opposed by freedom-loving people 
in many lands. They are opposed by our 
allies who have fought bravely by our side. 
And as long as terrorists and dictators plot 
against our lives and our liberty, they will 
be opposed by the United States Army, 
Navy, Coast Guard, Air Force, and Ma-
rines. 

We fight as Americans have always 
fought, not just for ourselves but for the 
security of our friends and for peace in 
the world. We fight for the dignity of life 
against fanatics who feel no shame in mur-
der. We fight to protect the innocent, so 
that the lawless and the merciless will not 
inherit the earth. 

At every turn of this war, we will always 
remember how it began and who fell 
first—the thousands who went to work, 
boarded a plane, or reported to their posts. 

Today the Nation pays our respects to 
them. Here and in Pennsylvania and in 
New York, we honor each name and each 
life. We ask God to bring comfort to every 
home where they are loved and missed. 
And on this day and on every day, may 
He watch over the United States of Amer-
ica. 

God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:05 a.m. at 
the September 11, 2001, crash site. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a 
Spanish language transcript of these remarks. 

Address to the Nation From Ellis Island, New York, on the Anniversary 
of the Terrorist Attacks of September 11 
September 11, 2002 

Good evening. A long year has passed seen the images so many times, they are 
since enemies attacked our country. We’ve seared on our souls, and remembering the 
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horror, reliving the anguish, reimagining 
the terror is hard and painful. 

For those who lost loved ones, it’s been 
a year of sorrow, of empty places, of new-
born children who will never know their 
fathers here on Earth. For members of our 
military, it’s been a year of sacrifice and 
service far from home. For all Americans, 
it has been a year of adjustment, of coming 
to terms with the difficult knowledge that 
our Nation has determined enemies and 
that we are not invulnerable to their at-
tacks. 

Yet, in the events that have challenged 
us, we have also seen the character that 
will deliver us. We have seen the greatness 
of America in airline passengers who defied 
their hijackers and ran a plane into the 
ground to spare the lives of others. We’ve 
seen the greatness of America in rescuers 
who rushed up flights of stairs toward peril. 
And we continue to see the greatness of 
America in the care and compassion our 
citizens show to each other. 

September the 11th, 2001, will always 
be a fixed point in the life of America. 
The loss of so many lives left us to examine 
our own. Each of us was reminded that 
we are here only for a time and these 
counted days should be filled with things 
that last and matter: Love for our families, 
love for our neighbors, and for our country; 
gratitude for life and to the Giver of life. 

We resolved a year ago to honor every 
last person lost. We owe them remem-
brance, and we owe them more. We owe 
them and their children, and our own, the 
most enduring monument we can build, a 
world of liberty and security made possible 
by the way America leads and by the way 
Americans lead our lives. 

The attack on our Nation was also attack 
on the ideals that make us a nation. Our 
deepest national conviction is that every life 
is precious, because every life is the gift 
of a Creator who intended us to live in 
liberty and equality. More than anything 
else, this separates us from the enemy we 
fight. We value every life. Our enemies 

value none, not even the innocent, not even 
their own. And we seek the freedom and 
opportunity that give meaning and value 
to life. 

There is a line in our time and in every 
time between those who believe that all 
men are created equal and those who be-
lieve that some men and women and chil-
dren are expendable in the pursuit of 
power. There is a line in our time and 
in every time between the defenders of 
human liberty and those who seek to mas-
ter the minds and souls of others. Our gen-
eration has now heard history’s call, and 
we will answer it. 

America has entered a great struggle that 
tests our strength and, even more, our re-
solve. Our Nation is patient and steadfast. 
We continue to pursue the terrorists in cit-
ies and camps and caves across the Earth. 
We are joined by a great coalition of na-
tions to rid the world of terror. And we 
will not allow any terrorist or tyrant to 
threaten civilization with weapons of mass 
murder. Now and in the future, Americans 
will live as free people, not in fear and 
never at the mercy of any foreign plot or 
power. 

This Nation has defeated tyrants and lib-
erated death camps, raised this lamp of lib-
erty to every captive land. We have no in-
tention of ignoring or appeasing history’s 
latest gang of fanatics trying to murder 
their way to power. They are discovering, 
as others before them, the resolve of a 
great country and a great democracy. In 
the ruins of two towers, under a flag un-
furled at the Pentagon, at the funerals of 
the lost, we have made a sacred promise 
to ourselves and to the world: We will not 
relent until justice is done and our Nation 
is secure. What our enemies have begun, 
we will finish. 

I believe there is a reason that history 
has matched this Nation with this time. 
America strives to be tolerant and just. We 
respect the faith of Islam, even as we fight 
those whose actions defile that faith. We 
fight not to impose our will but to defend 
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ourselves and extend the blessings of free-
dom. 

We cannot know all that lies ahead. Yet, 
we do know that God has placed us to-
gether in this moment, to grieve together, 
to stand together, to serve each other and 
our country. And the duty we have been 
given, defending America and our freedom, 
is also a privilege we share. We’re prepared 
for this journey, and our prayer tonight is 
that God will see us through and keep us 
worthy. 

Tomorrow is September the 12th. A 
milestone is passed, and a mission goes on. 

Be confident. Our country is strong, and 
our cause is even larger than our country. 
Ours is the cause of human dignity, free-
dom guided by conscience and guarded by 
peace. This ideal of America is the hope 
of all mankind. That hope drew millions 
to this harbor. That hope still lights our 
way. And the light shines in the darkness. 
And the darkness will not overcome it. 

May God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:01 p.m. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of this address. 

Address to the United Nations General Assembly in New York City 
September 12, 2002 

Mr. Secretary-General, Mr. President, 
distinguished delegates, and ladies and gen-
tlemen: We meet one year and one day 
after a terrorist attack brought grief to my 
country and brought grief to many citizens 
of our world. Yesterday we remembered 
the innocent lives taken that terrible morn-
ing. Today we turn to the urgent duty of 
protecting other lives, without illusion and 
without fear. 

We’ve accomplished much in the last 
year in Afghanistan and beyond. We have 
much yet to do in Afghanistan and beyond. 
Many nations represented here have joined 
in the fight against global terror, and the 
people of the United States are grateful. 

The United Nations was born in the 
hope that survived a world war, the hope 
of a world moving toward justice, escaping 
old patterns of conflict and fear. The 
founding members resolved that the peace 
of the world must never again be destroyed 
by the will and wickedness of any man. 
We created a United Nations Security 
Council so that, unlike the League of Na-
tions, our deliberations would be more than 
talk, our resolutions would be more than 
wishes. After generations of deceitful dic-

tators and broken treaties and squandered 
lives, we dedicated ourselves to standards 
of human dignity shared by all and to a 
system of security defended by all. 

Today, these standards and this security 
are challenged. Our commitment to human 
dignity is challenged by persistent poverty 
and raging disease. The suffering is great, 
and our responsibilities are clear. The 
United States is joining with the world to 
supply aid where it reaches people and lifts 
up lives, to extend trade and the prosperity 
it brings, and to bring medical care where 
it is desperately needed. 

As a symbol of our commitment to 
human dignity, the United States will re-
turn to UNESCO. This organization has 
been reformed, and America will partici-
pate fully in its mission to advance human 
rights and tolerance and learning. 

Our common security is challenged by 
regional conflicts, ethnic and religious strife 
that is ancient but not inevitable. In the 
Middle East, there can be no peace for 
either side without freedom for both sides. 
America stands committed to an inde-
pendent and democratic Palestine, living 
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side by side with Israel in peace and secu-
rity. Like all other people, Palestinians de-
serve a government that serves their inter-
ests and listens to their voices. My Nation 
will continue to encourage all parties to 
step up to their responsibilities as we seek 
a just and comprehensive settlement to the 
conflict. 

Above all, our principles and our security 
are challenged today by outlaw groups and 
regimes that accept no law of morality and 
have no limit to their violent ambitions. 
In the attacks on America a year ago, we 
saw the destructive intentions of our en-
emies. This threat hides within many na-
tions, including my own. In cells and 
camps, terrorists are plotting further de-
struction and building new bases for their 
war against civilization. And our greatest 
fear is that terrorists will find a shortcut 
to their mad ambitions when an outlaw re-
gime supplies them with the technologies 
to kill on a massive scale. 

In one place—in one regime—we find 
all these dangers in their most lethal and 
aggressive forms, exactly the kind of aggres-
sive threat the United Nations was born 
to confront. 

Twelve years ago, Iraq invaded Kuwait 
without provocation, and the regime’s 
forces were poised to continue their march 
to seize other countries and their resources. 
Had Saddam Hussein been appeased in-
stead of stopped, he would have endan-
gered the peace and stability of the world. 
Yet this aggression was stopped by the 
might of coalition forces and the will of 
the United Nations. 

To suspend hostilities, to spare himself, 
Iraq’s dictator accepted a series of commit-
ments. The terms were clear to him and 
to all, and he agreed to prove he is com-
plying with every one of those obligations. 
He has proven instead only his contempt 
for the United Nations and for all his 
pledges. By breaking every pledge, by his 
deceptions, and by his cruelties, Saddam 
Hussein has made the case against himself. 

In 1991, Security Council Resolution 688 
demanded that the Iraqi regime cease at 
once the repression of its own people, in-
cluding the systematic repression of minori-
ties, which the Council said threatened 
international peace and security in the re-
gion. This demand goes ignored. 

Last year, the U.N. Commission on 
Human Rights found that Iraq continues 
to commit extremely grave violations of 
human rights and that the regime’s repres-
sion is all-pervasive. Tens of thousands of 
political opponents and ordinary citizens 
have been subjected to arbitrary arrest and 
imprisonment, summary execution, and tor-
ture by beating and burning, electric shock, 
starvation, mutilation, and rape. Wives are 
tortured in front of their husbands, children 
in the presence of their parents, and all 
of these horrors concealed from the world 
by the apparatus of a totalitarian state. 

In 1991, the U.N. Security Council, 
through Resolutions 686 and 687, de-
manded that Iraq return all prisoners from 
Kuwait and other lands. Iraq’s regime 
agreed. It broke this promise. Last year, 
the Secretary-General’s high-level 
coordinator for this issue reported that Ku-
waiti, Saudi, Indian, Syrian, Lebanese, Ira-
nian, Egyptian, Bahraini, and Omani na-
tionals remain unaccounted for—more than 
600 people. One American pilot is among 
them. 

In 1991, the U.N. Security Council, 
through Resolution 687, demanded that 
Iraq renounce all involvement with ter-
rorism and permit no terrorist organizations 
to operate in Iraq. Iraq’s regime agreed. 
It broke this promise. In violation of Secu-
rity Council Resolution 1373, Iraq con-
tinues to shelter and support terrorist orga-
nizations that direct violence against Iran, 
Israel, and Western governments. Iraqi dis-
sidents abroad are targeted for murder. In 
1993, Iraq attempted to assassinate the 
Amir of Kuwait and a former American 
President. Iraq’s Government openly 
praised the attacks of September the 11th, 
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and Al Qaida terrorists escaped from Af-
ghanistan and are known to be in Iraq. 

In 1991, the Iraqi regime agreed to de-
stroy and stop developing all weapons of 
mass destruction and long-range missiles 
and to prove to the world it has done so 
by complying with rigorous inspections. 
Iraq has broken every aspect of this funda-
mental pledge. 

From 1991 to 1995, the Iraqi regime said 
it had no biological weapons. After a senior 
official in its weapons program defected 
and exposed this lie, the regime admitted 
to producing tens of thousands of liters of 
anthrax and other deadly biological agents 
for use with Scud warheads, aerial bombs, 
and aircraft spray tanks. U.N. inspectors be-
lieve Iraq has produced 2 to 4 times the 
amount of biological agents it declared and 
has failed to account for more than 3 met-
ric tons of material that could be used to 
produce biological weapons. Right now, 
Iraq is expanding and improving facilities 
that were used for the production of bio-
logical weapons. United Nations inspections 
also revealed that Iraq likely maintains 
stockpiles of VX, mustard, and other chem-
ical agents and that the regime is rebuilding 
and expanding facilities capable of pro-
ducing chemical weapons. 

And in 1995, after 4 years of deception, 
Iraq finally admitted it had a crash nuclear 
weapons program prior to the Gulf war. 
We know now, were it not for that war, 
the regime in Iraq would likely have pos-
sessed a nuclear weapon no later than 
1993. 

Today, Iraq continues to withhold impor-
tant information about its nuclear program, 
weapons design, procurement logs, experi-
ment data, an accounting of nuclear mate-
rials, and documentation of foreign assist-
ance. Iraq employs capable nuclear sci-
entists and technicians. It retains physical 
infrastructure needed to build a nuclear 
weapon. Iraq has made several attempts to 
buy high-strength aluminum tubes used to 
enrich uranium for a nuclear weapon. 
Should Iraq acquire fissile material, it 

would be able to build a nuclear weapon 
within a year. And Iraq’s state-controlled 
media has reported numerous meetings be-
tween Saddam Hussein and his nuclear sci-
entists, leaving little doubt about his contin-
ued appetite for these weapons. 

Iraq also possesses a force of Scud-type 
missiles with ranges beyond the 150 kilo-
meters permitted by the U.N. Work at test-
ing and production facilities shows that Iraq 
is building more long-range missiles, that 
it can inflict mass death throughout the 
region. 

In 1990, after Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, 
the world imposed economic sanctions on 
Iraq. Those sanctions were maintained after 
the war to compel the regime’s compliance 
with Security Council resolutions. In time, 
Iraq was allowed to use oil revenues to 
buy food. Saddam Hussein has subverted 
this program, working around the sanctions 
to buy missile technology and military ma-
terials. He blames the suffering of Iraq’s 
people on the United Nations, even as he 
uses his oil wealth to build lavish palaces 
for himself and to buy arms for his country. 
By refusing to comply with his own agree-
ments, he bears full guilt for the hunger 
and misery of innocent Iraqi citizens. 

In 1991, Iraq promised U.N. inspectors 
immediate and unrestricted access to verify 
Iraq’s commitment to rid itself of weapons 
of mass destruction and long-range missiles. 
Iraq broke this promise, spending 7 years 
deceiving, evading, and harassing U.N. in-
spectors before ceasing cooperation en-
tirely. Just months after the 1991 ceasefire, 
the Security Council twice renewed its de-
mand that the Iraqi regime cooperate fully 
with inspectors, condemning Iraq’s serious 
violations of its obligations. The Security 
Council again renewed that demand in 
1994 and twice more in 1996, deploring 
Iraq’s clear violations of its obligations. The 
Security Council renewed its demand three 
more times in 1997, citing flagrant viola-
tions, and three more times in 1998, calling 
Iraq’s behavior totally unacceptable. And in 
1999, the demand was renewed yet again. 
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As we meet today, it’s been almost 4 
years since the last U.N. inspectors set foot 
in Iraq, 4 years for the Iraqi regime to 
plan and to build and to test behind the 
cloak of secrecy. 

We know that Saddam Hussein pursued 
weapons of mass murder even when inspec-
tors were in his country. Are we to assume 
that he stopped when they left? The his-
tory, the logic, and the facts lead to one 
conclusion: Saddam Hussein’s regime is a 
grave and gathering danger. To suggest oth-
erwise is to hope against the evidence. To 
assume this regime’s good faith is to bet 
the lives of millions and the peace of the 
world in a reckless gamble. And this is a 
risk we must not take. 

Delegates to the General Assembly, we 
have been more than patient. We’ve tried 
sanctions. We’ve tried the carrot of oil for 
food and the stick of coalition military 
strikes. But Saddam Hussein has defied all 
these efforts and continues to develop 
weapons of mass destruction. The first time 
we may be completely certain he has a— 
nuclear weapons is when, God forbids, he 
uses one. We owe it to all our citizens 
to do everything in our power to prevent 
that day from coming. 

The conduct of the Iraqi regime is a 
threat to the authority of the United Na-
tions and a threat to peace. Iraq has an-
swered a decade of U.N. demands with 
a decade of defiance. All the world now 
faces a test and the United Nations a dif-
ficult and defining moment. Are Security 
Council resolutions to be honored and en-
forced or cast aside without consequence? 
Will the United Nations serve the purpose 
of its founding, or will it be irrelevant? 

The United States helped found the 
United Nations. We want the United Na-
tions to be effective and respectful and suc-
cessful. We want the resolutions of the 
world’s most important multilateral body to 
be enforced. And right now those resolu-
tions are being unilaterally subverted by the 
Iraqi regime. Our partnership of nations 

can meet the test before us by making clear 
what we now expect of the Iraqi regime. 

If the Iraqi regime wishes peace, it will 
immediately and unconditionally forswear, 
disclose, and remove or destroy all weapons 
of mass destruction, long-range missiles, 
and all related material. 

If the Iraqi regime wishes peace, it will 
immediately end all support for terrorism 
and act to suppress it, as all states are re-
quired to do by U.N. Security Council reso-
lutions. 

If the Iraqi regime wishes peace, it will 
cease persecution of its civilian population, 
including Shi’a, Sunnis, Kurds, Turkomans, 
and others, again as required by Security 
Council resolutions. 

If the Iraqi regime wishes peace, it will 
release or account for all Gulf war per-
sonnel whose fate is still unknown. It will 
return the remains of any who are de-
ceased, return stolen property, accept liabil-
ity for losses resulting from the invasion 
of Kuwait, and fully cooperate with inter-
national efforts to resolve these issues, as 
required by Security Council resolutions. 

If the Iraqi regime wishes peace, it will 
immediately end all illicit trade outside the 
oil-for-food program. It will accept U.N. 
administration of funds from that program, 
to ensure that the money is used fairly and 
promptly for the benefit of the Iraqi peo-
ple. 

If all these steps are taken, it will signal 
a new openness and accountability in Iraq. 
And it could open the prospect of the 
United Nations helping to build a govern-
ment that represents all Iraqis, a govern-
ment based on respect for human rights, 
economic liberty, and internationally super-
vised elections. 

The United States has no quarrel with 
the Iraqi people. They’ve suffered too long 
in silent captivity. Liberty for the Iraqi peo-
ple is a great moral cause and a great stra-
tegic goal. The people of Iraq deserve it; 
the security of all nations requires it. Free 
societies do not intimidate through cruelty 
and conquest, and open societies do not 
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threaten the world with mass murder. The 
United States supports political and eco-
nomic liberty in a unified Iraq. 

We can harbor no illusions, and that’s 
important today to remember. Saddam 
Hussein attacked Iran in 1980 and Kuwait 
in 1990. He’s fired ballistic missiles at Iran 
and Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, and Israel. His 
regime once ordered the killing of every 
person between the ages of 15 and 70 in 
certain Kurdish villages in northern Iraq. 
He has gassed many Iranians and 40 Iraqi 
villages. 

My Nation will work with the U.N. Secu-
rity Council to meet our common chal-
lenge. If Iraq’s regime defies us again, the 
world must move deliberately, decisively to 
hold Iraq to account. We will work with 
the U.N. Security Council for the necessary 
resolutions. But the purposes of the United 
States should not be doubted. The Security 
Council resolutions will be enforced, the 
just demands of peace and security will be 
met, or action will be unavoidable. And 
a regime that has lost its legitimacy will 
also lose its power. 

Events can turn in one of two ways. If 
we fail to act in the face of danger, the 
people of Iraq will continue to live in brutal 
submission. The regime will have new 
power to bully and dominate and conquer 
its neighbors, condemning the Middle East 
to more years of bloodshed and fear. The 
regime will remain unstable—the region 
will remain unstable, with little hope of 
freedom, and isolated from the progress of 
our times. With every step the Iraqi regime 
takes toward gaining and deploying the 
most terrible weapons, our own options to 
confront that regime will narrow. And if 
an emboldened regime were to supply 
these weapons to terrorist allies, then the 

attacks of September the 11th would be 
a prelude to far greater horrors. 

If we meet our responsibilities, if we 
overcome this danger, we can arrive at a 
very different future. The people of Iraq 
can shake off their captivity. They can one 
day join a democratic Afghanistan and a 
democratic Palestine, inspiring reforms 
throughout the Muslim world. These na-
tions can show by their example that honest 
government and respect for women and the 
great Islamic tradition of learning can tri-
umph in the Middle East and beyond. And 
we will show that the promise of the 
United Nations can be fulfilled in our time. 

Neither of these outcomes is certain. 
Both have been set before us. We must 
choose between a world of fear and a world 
of progress. We cannot stand by and do 
nothing while dangers gather. We must 
stand up for our security and for the per-
manent rights and the hopes of mankind. 
By heritage and by choice, the United 
States of America will make that stand. And 
delegates to the United Nations, you have 
the power to make that stand as well. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:39 a.m. in 
the General Assembly Hall at the United Na-
tions Headquarters. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Secretary-General Kofi Annan and 
General Assembly President Jan Kavan of the 
United Nations; President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq; Yuli Vorontsov, High-Level Coordi-
nator for the Return of Missing Property and 
Missing Persons from Iraq to Kuwait; missing 
American pilot Lt. Comdr. Michael S. 
Speicher, USN; Amir Jabir al-Ahmad al-Jabir 
Al Sabah of Kuwait; and former President 
George Bush. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks. 
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Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan 
in New York City 
September 12, 2002 

President Bush. Mr. President, it’s great 
to see you again. Thank you for your lead-
ership. 

Our Government believes you’re doing 
a really fine job of setting a vision for the 
Afghan people and leading towards that vi-
sion, that you love freedom and that you 
are working hard to make your country 
more secure. And we appreciate your lead-
ership. We also appreciate your under-
standing that jobs are important for your 
country. And today I had the honor of in-
forming President Karzai that the United 
States, along with Saudi Arabia and Japan, 
will be providing $180 million for road im-
provement projects in Afghanistan. We’ll 
help develop a modern infrastructure so 
that the Afghan entrepreneur will be able 
to move product from one city to the next 
and so that people will be able to find 
work; people will be able to put food on 
the table. 

Our commitment to a stable and free 
and peaceful Afghanistan is a long-term 
commitment, Mr. President, and we’re con-
fident in your leadership. And I want to 
thank you again. It’s good to see you again. 

President Hamid Karzai. Thank you. 
Good to see you. 

Well, Mr. President, I’m very happy to 
be meeting with you again, after the meet-
ing in January. We are, as before, very, 
very grateful for the help the United States 
of America gave to Afghanistan to liberate 
itself from the scourge, from the occupation 
of terrorism that murdered and killed and 

destroyed our country for so many years, 
that brought about the disaster in New 
York and your own country. The Afghan 
people continue to share that pain with 
you. And I came here earlier than the Gen-
eral Assembly to participate, to mourn that 
date. And we’ve had a commemoration of 
that in Kabul as well, yesterday. 

The Afghan people know the help that 
you have given to us, and the Afghan peo-
ple will know the announcement that 
you’ve just made. They’ll be very happy. 
Mr. President, I assure you that you will 
find the Afghan people as your very best 
partners in the fight against terrorism. And 
as your very best partners wherever you 
bring justice in this part of the world, we’ll 
be with you. 

The Afghan people, as you rightly say, 
would like to have some bread on their 
table, and they would also like to, in some 
time, to make that bread themselves, to 
earn it themselves. So the help that you 
are giving us to have our highways, to have 
other infrastructure correct in the country 
is a step in the right direction towards self-
reliance in Afghanistan. And I must thank 
you very much once again. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:13 p.m. at 
the U.S. Mission at the United Nations 
Headquarters. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks. 
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Joint Statement on Road Construction in Afghanistan by the President of 
the United States, the Prime Minister of Japan, and the Foreign Minister 
of Saudi Arabia 
September 12, 2002 

Since the horrific events of September 
11, 2001, the Governments of the United 
States, Japan, and Saudi Arabia have 
worked together both on ridding the world 
of the scourge of terrorism and, following 
the success of Operation Enduring Free-
dom, supporting Afghanistan’s Transitional 
Administration, led by President Hamid 
Karzai. With Japan, our joint work on this 
endeavor grows from the close bilateral re-
lationship that has long existed between our 
peoples and our governments as reflected 
in the U.S.-Japan Partnership for Security 
and Prosperity, based on our shared values, 
mutual trust and friendship, reaffirmed at 
Camp David in June 2001. Similarly, the 
United States and Saudi Arabia have built 
a strong bilateral relationship over the past 
60 years based on mutual trust and respect 
and a common vision of a just, peaceful, 
and prosperous world. 

In November 2001, the United States, 
Saudi Arabia, and Japan foresaw the need 
for the community of nations effectively to 
plan how to provide humanitarian relief and 
reconstruction for Afghanistan as the 
Taliban fell from power. This culminated 
in the Tokyo Pledging Conference in Janu-
ary 2002, which yielded 4.5 billion dollars 
in pledges to finance Afghanistan’s humani-
tarian and reconstruction needs over the 
next five years. 

Our governments have acted as leaders 
in the international community to address 
the humanitarian needs of Afghanistan, in-
cluding repatriation and resettlement of ref-
ugees and the internally displaced. 

While these challenges continue, it is 
now time for the international community 
to take strong, visible steps to begin Af-
ghanistan’s physical reconstruction. Tradi-
tionally, Afghanistan’s key unifying trans-

portation artery has been the road con-
necting Kabul in the east to Herat in the 
west. This is the key link in Afghanistan’s 
‘‘ring road’’ which also connects its north-
ern provinces with the capital. 

To launch the reconstruction of this key 
transportation network, which now lies in 
ruins, the United States, Japan, and Saudi 
Arabia are committing today to reconstruct 
the road from Kabul, through Kandahar, 
to Herat to international standards. We in-
vite others to join us in this project. But 
to make clear our determination, the 
United States is today committing eighty 
million dollars toward this project, Japan 
is committing fifty million dollars focusing 
its effort on the road from Kabul to 
Kandahar, and Saudi Arabia is also commit-
ting fifty million dollars. Taken together, 
this initial funding alone should complete 
the bulk of this roadway. 

Because it is essential for Afghanistan’s 
people to see the fruits of their govern-
ment’s work and the commitment of Saudi 
Arabia, Japan and the United States made 
real, we intend to begin initial construction 
before winter sets in and will make every 
effort to complete the entire highway— 
from Kabul to Kandahar to Herat—within 
thirty-six months. 

We intend to use this project to foster 
opportunity for economic growth and pros-
perity in Afghanistan. It is our belief that 
this road, along with others that will con-
nect Afghanistan to its neighbors north and 
south, can set the stage for a complete 
transportation system, the lowering of tariff 
and other barriers to trade, and the estab-
lishment of links through Afghanistan from 
the Indian Ocean to Central Asia and from 
the Caspian Basin to the Far East. With 
this vision in mind, we look forward to 
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the day that Afghanistan regains its place NOTE: An original was not available for 
along the ‘‘Silk Road’’ connecting East and verification of the content of this joint state-
West in a highway of mutual under- ment. 
standing, commerce, and peace. 

Remarks at a Luncheon Honoring Secretary-General Kofi Annan of the 
United Nations in New York City 
September 12, 2002 

The President. Mr. Secretary-General, 
and distinguished members of the United 
Nations community, excellencies, ladies and 
gentlemen, welcome to New York. My 
country is honored to be the home of the 
United Nations. And I’m honored to be 
with you today for the opening week of 
the 57th Session of the U.N. General As-
sembly. 

We gather in a city that was changed 
forever by the events of one year and one 
day ago. Secretary-General, the people of 
the United States will never forget your 
leadership in the days following September 
the 11th. Within a day, the General Assem-
bly strongly condemned the terror, and 
very quickly the U.N. took strong action 
to support and strengthen a global coalition 
against global terror. The United States is 
grateful to the U.N. and to every person 
and every nation that has joined this cause. 

We gather to address the urgent chal-
lenges of a world awakened to danger. Mr. 
Secretary-General, thanks to your leader-
ship, the U.N. is playing a valuable role 
in meeting these challenges. The U.N. 
Charter commits each nation here to pro-
moting social progress and better standards 
of life in larger freedom. Today we rededi-
cate ourselves to these ideals. 

Mr. Secretary-General, I offer a toast to 
you to continued cooperation between the 
United States and the United Nations. 
[At this point, the participants drank a 
toast.] 

The President. Thank you. Let’s eat. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:39 p.m. in 
the U.N. Delegates Lounge at United Na-
tions Headquarters. 

Statement on Proposed Legislation To Implement the Healthy Forests 
Initiative 
September 12, 2002 

Just 3 weeks ago, I visited Oregon to 
see firsthand the devastating effects of the 
catastrophic wildfires that have burned 
more than 6 million acres of forests across 
the West this summer. I also announced 
a new and commonsense initiative to re-
store forest health and prevent these un-

naturally severe fires. I directed Secretaries 
Veneman and Norton to work with Con-
gress to develop legislation to address the 
crisis in forest and rangeland health that 
has put more than 190 million acres of 
public land—an area twice the size of Cali-
fornia—at risk of catastrophic fires. We 
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have a simple choice: We can act now to 
protect these forests, or we can stand by 
and watch them burn. Secretaries Norton 
and Veneman delivered to Congress a legis-
lative package that meets our responsibility 
to reduce fire risks quickly in high-priority 
areas, and I am very pleased that this pro-

posal was introduced in the House of Rep-
resentatives today. There is bipartisan 
agreement that public lands of the West 
are desperately in need of active manage-
ment efforts to restore forest and rangeland 
health. I call upon Congress to act upon 
this urgent priority as quickly as possible. 

Remarks at a Reception for Heads of United Nations General Assembly 
Delegations in New York City 
September 12, 2002 

Thank you all very much. Please be seat-
ed. Laura and I appreciate you all coming. 
It’s an honor to be with you tonight. I 
want to apologize for the photo line taking 
so long. I’m the person to blame; I talked 
too much. But thank you for coming. I 
appreciate so very much all the Presidents 
who are here and the Prime Ministers who 
are here and the Foreign Ministers who 
are here, the Ambassadors to U.N. who 
are here. 

I want to thank my citizens from our 
country who are here. I appreciate John 
Negroponte, the Ambassador to the United 
Nations. I want to thank the Members of 
the United States Congress who are here. 
I see one, two, three, four, five—they’re 
everywhere. These guys know a good free 
meal when they see one. [Laughter] 

I especially want to say a word of praise 
to Kofi Annan, who is the Secretary-Gen-
eral of the United Nations, for his strong 
leadership and his good heart and his de-
cency. I enjoy working with him a lot. He’s 
a class act, as we say in the State of Texas, 
and I know you all agree with me in that. 

We gather tonight here in a place—right 
next to a place of great tragedy and great 
sorrow. And we also gather in a garden 
of great hope and renewal. From this room, 
we can view the empty space where these 
magnificent towers once stood and remem-
ber those who perished one year and one 
day ago. And in this room, we see and 

feel the common commitment of our na-
tions to build a better world, to work hard 
to see to it that good can overcome evil. 

Ever since it opened in 1988, the Winter 
Garden has been one of New York’s most 
beautiful public spaces, a place where peo-
ple gathered to hear music and view art 
against the backdrop of one of the world’s 
greatest skylines. September the 11th, in 
just a few moments, that skyline was a 
scene of fire and murder. This atrium was 
filled with steel and glass, and history 
turned a page. Scores of nations lost citi-
zens that day. And in the 366 days since, 
scores of nations have committed them-
selves to confronting and combating the 
threat of global terror. 

Our nations have enjoyed—have em-
ployed the powers of law enforcement, of 
diplomacy, military force, and financial con-
trols to bring justice—not to seek revenge 
but to bring justice—and to prevent further 
attacks. Much has been accomplished, and 
it’s important to remember much remains 
to be done. On behalf of the people of 
the United States, on behalf of the good 
people of this land, I want to thank every 
nation that has joined us in this great global 
struggle. 

The terrible losses of September the 
11th are close to our thoughts tonight, but 
so are the common hopes of our nations 
for a better world, a world beyond terror. 
And again, this room is a powerful symbol 
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of these hopes. In one short remarkable 
year, the Winter Garden has been reborn. 
The speed and success of this rebuilding 
effort is a testament to the optimism and 
determination of the people of New York 
and the people of the world. More than 
one million pounds of marble for this build-
ing was quarried in Italy and Spain. As 
one quarry official stated, ‘‘We didn’t con-
sider this a job. It was a duty.’’ 

Now the world is called to urgent duties. 
We’re called upon to reaffirm great found-
ing purposes of the United Nations, uni-
versal standards of human dignity, and a 
global system of peace and security. We’re 

called to confront great challenges to these 
ideals, from poverty and disease to terror 
and the aggression of tyrants. 

By our determination, by our faith, by 
cooperation, we can and we will meet these 
tests. And by our efforts, we will lift the 
lives of people on every continent. 

Thank you all for coming tonight. May 
God bless your countries, and may God 
bring peace to the world. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:55 p.m. in 
the Winter Garden at the World Financial 
Center. 

Remarks Prior to Discussions With Central African Leaders and an 
Exchange With Reporters in New York City 
September 13, 2002 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
First, I’m honored to be able to meet with 
my colleagues from Central Africa. The 
Secretary of State and I look forward to 
a very frank and constructive dialog about 
how to continue our common pursuit 
against terror and how we will work to-
gether to promote prosperity. I look for-
ward to a constructive dialog. So thank you 
all for coming. 

Before we begin our discussion, let me 
answer a few questions. Are the inter-
preters working right now? They are? Yours 
isn’t working, okay. Before we begin our 
dialog, I’m going to take three questions 
from the American press corps, starting 
with Mr. Fournier [Ron Fournier], who 
writes for the Associated Press. 

President Saddam Hussein of Iraq 
Q. Thank you, sir. Knowing what you 

know about Saddam, what are the odds 
that he’s going to meet all your demands 
and avoid confrontation? 

The President. I am highly doubtful that 
he’ll meet our demands. I hope he does, 

but I’m highly doubtful. The reason I’m 
doubtful is, he’s had 11 years to meet the 
demands. For 11 long years he has basically 
told the United Nations and the world he 
doesn’t care. And so, therefore, I am 
doubtful but, nevertheless, made the deci-
sion to move forward to work with the 
world community. And I hope the world 
community knows that we’re extremely seri-
ous about what I said yesterday and we 
expect a quick resolution to the issue. And 
that’s starting with quick action on a resolu-
tion. 

Randy [Randy Mikkelsen, Reuters]. 

United Nations Resolution 
Q. Yes, sir, how soon are you expecting 

the resolution from the United Nations? 
In a week, month, days? 

The President. As soon as possible. 
Q. And how—what kind of deadline 

would you perceive within that resolution? 
The President. Well, there will be dead-

lines within the resolution. Our chief nego-
tiator for the United States, our Secretary 
of State, understands that we must have 
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deadlines. And we’re talking days and 
weeks, not months and years. And that’s 
essential for the security of the world. This 
man has had 11 years to comply. For 11 
long years, he’s ignored world opinion, and 
he’s put the credibility of the United Na-
tions on line. 

As I said yesterday, we’ll determine— 
how we deal with this problem will help 
determine the fate of a multilateral body, 
which has been unilaterally ignored by Sad-
dam Hussein. Will this body be able to 
keep the peace and deal with the true 
threats, including threats to security in 
Central Africa and other parts of the world, 
or will it be irrelevant? 

Judy Keen [USA Today]. 

Timing of Congressional Action/President 
Vladimir Putin of Russia 

Q. Mr. President, thank you. Are you 
concerned that Democrats in Congress still 
don’t want a vote there until after U.N. 
action? And secondly, have you spoken with 
President Putin since your speech yester-
day? 

The President. I have not spoken to 
President Putin since my speech. I did 
speak to his Foreign Minister, as did Colin 
Powell. I’ll speak to President Putin, I’m 
confident, soon. I’ll have—I think we’ve got 
a scheduled phone call, actually. 

And the first part of the question was, 
Democrats waiting for the U.N. to act? I 
can’t imagine an elected United States— 
elected Member of the United States Sen-
ate or House of Representatives saying, ‘‘I 
think I’m going to wait for the United Na-

The President’s Radio Address 
September 14, 2002 

Good morning. Today I’m meeting with 
Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi 
about the growing danger posed by Saddam 
Hussein’s regime in Iraq and the unique 

tions to make a decision.’’ It seems like 
to me that if you’re representing the United 
States, you ought to be making a decision 
on what’s best for the United States. If 
I were running for office, I’m not sure how 
I’d explain to the American people—say, 
‘‘Vote for me, and, oh, by the way, on 
a matter of national security, I think I’m 
going to wait for somebody else to act.’’ 

And so I—we’ll see. My answer to the 
Congress is, they need to debate this issue 
and consult with us and get the issue done 
as quickly as possible. It’s in our national 
interests that we do so. I don’t imagine 
Saddam Hussein sitting around, saying, 
‘‘Gosh, I think I’m going to wait for some 
resolution or not.’’ He’s a threat, and we 
must deal with it as quickly as possible. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:15 a.m. at 
the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. In his remarks, 
he referred to Foreign Minister Igor 
Sergeyevich Ivanov of Russia. The following 
leaders participated in the meeting: Presi-
dent Pierre Buyoya of Burundi; President 
Paul Biya of Cameroon; President Ange-
Felix Patasse of the Central African Repub-
lic; President Idriss Deby of Chad; President 
Joseph Kabila of the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo; President Teodoro Obiang 
Nguema Mbasogo of Equatorial Guinea; 
President El Hadj Omar Bongo of Gabon; 
President Denis Sassou-Nguesso of the Re-
public of the Congo; President Paul Kagame 
of Rwanda; and President Fradique De 
Menezes of Sao Tome and Principe. 

opportunity the U.N. Security Council has 
to confront it. 

I appreciate the Prime Minister’s public 
support for effective international action to 
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deal with this danger. The Italian Prime 
Minister joins other concerned world lead-
ers who have called on the world to act, 
among them Prime Minister Blair of Great 
Britain, Prime Minister Aznar of Spain, 
President Kwasniewski of Poland. 

These leaders have reached the same 
conclusion I have, that Saddam Hussein has 
made the case against himself. He has bro-
ken every pledge he made to the United 
Nations and the world since his invasion 
of Kuwait was rolled back in 1991. Sixteen 
times the United Nations Security Council 
has passed resolutions designed to ensure 
that Iraq does not pose a threat to inter-
national peace and security. Saddam Hus-
sein has violated every one of these 16 res-
olutions, not once but many times. 

Saddam Hussein’s regime continues to 
support terrorist groups and to oppress its 
civilian population. It refuses to account for 
missing Gulf war personnel or to end illicit 
trade outside the U.N.’s oil-for-food pro-
gram. And although the regime agreed in 
1991 to destroy and stop developing all 
weapons of mass destruction and long-
range missiles, it has broken every aspect 
of this fundamental pledge. 

Today, this regime likely maintains stock-
piles of chemical and biological agents and 
is improving and expanding facilities capa-
ble of producing chemical and biological 
weapons. Today, Saddam Hussein has the 
scientists and infrastructure for a nuclear 
weapons program and has illicitly sought 
to purchase the equipment needed to en-
rich uranium for a nuclear weapon. Should 
his regime acquire fissile material, it would 
be able to build a nuclear weapon within 
a year. 

The former head of the U.N. team inves-
tigating Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction 
program, Richard Butler, reached this con-
clusion after years of experience: ‘‘The fun-
damental problem with Iraq remains the 
nature of the regime itself. Saddam 
Hussein is a homicidal dictator who is ad-
dicted to weapons of mass destruction.’’ 

By supporting terrorist groups, repressing 
its own people, and pursuing weapons of 
mass destruction in defiance of a decade 
of U.N. resolutions, Saddam Hussein’s re-
gime has proven itself a grave and gath-
ering danger. To suggest otherwise is to 
hope against the evidence. To assume this 
regime’s good faith is to bet the lives of 
millions and the peace of the world in a 
reckless gamble. And this is a risk we must 
not take. 

Saddam Hussein’s defiance has con-
fronted the United Nations with a difficult 
and defining moment: Are Security Council 
resolutions to be honored and enforced, or 
cast aside without consequence? Will the 
United Nations serve the purposes of its 
founding, or will it be irrelevant? 

As the United Nations prepares an effec-
tive response to Iraq’s defense, I also wel-
come next week’s congressional hearings on 
the threats Saddam Hussein’s brutal regime 
poses to our country and the entire world. 
Congress must make it unmistakably clear 
that when it comes to confronting the 
growing danger posed by Iraq’s efforts to 
develop or acquire weapons of mass de-
struction, the status quo is totally unaccept-
able. 

The issue is straightforward: We must 
choose between a world of fear or a world 
of progress. We must stand up for our se-
curity and for the demands of human dig-
nity. By heritage and choice, the United 
States will make that stand. The world 
community must do so as well. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 1:05 p.m. 
on September 13 in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. 
on September 14. The transcript was made 
available by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on September 13 but was embargoed for re-
lease until the broadcast. In his remarks, the 
President referred to President Saddam Hus-
sein of Iraq; Prime Minister Tony Blair of 
the United Kingdom; President Jose Maria 
Aznar of Spain; and President Aleksander 
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Kwasniewski of Poland. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address. 

Remarks Prior to Discussions With Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi of 
Italy and an Exchange With Reporters at Camp David, Maryland 
September 14, 2002 

President Bush. It’s my honor to wel-
come Silvio Berlusconi, the Prime Minister 
of Italy, to Camp David. I’ve been looking 
forward to having a chance to spend some 
quality time in a quality place. We’re going 
to have a good visit, meeting about our 
common interests. And we’ll have a good 
lunch with my wife. And I’ve invited my 
brother and my sister; I want my family 
members to meet a good friend, a strong 
leader. 

We’re making progress in the war against 
terror. I tell the American people all the 
time that we’re doing everything we can 
to protect our homeland by hunting down 
killers, one person at a time. And yesterday, 
thanks to the efforts of our folks and people 
in Pakistan, we captured one of the 
planners and organizers of the September 
the 11th attack that murdered thousands 
of people, including Italians. One by one, 
we’re hunting the killers down. We are re-
lentless. We are strong, and we’re not going 
to stop. 

Secondly, I had a chance to speak to 
the United Nations to talk about another 
threat that face—we face—that we face, 
all of us face, in the civilized world, and 
that is a threat of weapons of mass destruc-
tions in the hands of leaders who disregard 
human liberty, that do not believe in free-
dom—a leader, in this case, who’s poisoned 
his own people, poisoned his neighbors, at-
tacked in his neighborhood, and refuses— 
refuses—to comply with United Nations’ 
regulations, as a matter of fact, defies the 
United Nations. And we’re making 
progress. 

And so, Mr. Prime Minister, you’re here 
at an important time. I look forward to 
talking with you, and thank you for coming. 

Prime Minister Berlusconi. Thank you. 
Well, first of all, I’m glad to be here with 
President Bush, with whom I have a very 
deep friendship. I’m here as the Prime 
Minister of a country which is a loyal and 
faithful ally of the United States of Amer-
ica. 

The United States is a country to which 
my people bears a deep gratitude because 
it owes to the generosity of this great de-
mocracy its freedom and its prosperity. 
We’ll never forget the fact that about a 
half a century ago, through the sacrifice 
of so many young Americans, Italy and Eu-
rope were saved from totalitarianism. I’m 
here as a sincere ally, and I know that 
we, as an ally, we’re respected, and we 
heard. So I’ll be able to speak as a friend, 
speak truthfully, in order to find, as usual, 
common solutions and common positions. 

President Bush. Thank you. 
Prime Minister Berlusconi. I would like 

to add one more thing. 
President Bush. Sure. 
Prime Minister Berlusconi. I consider the 

flag of the United States is not only a flag 
of a country but is a universal message 
of freedom and democracy. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. 
His English is very good. [Laughter] 
Here’s what we’re going to do. I’m going 

to call upon an American reporter. Silvio 
will call upon an Italian reporter. I then 
will call upon an American reporter. Silvio 
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will call upon an Italian reporter. And that’s 
it, because we’ve got to go have our talks. 

Scott [Scott Lindlaw, Associated Press]. 
And I will this time let the interpreter— 
pardon me for not allowing her to work. 

Situation in Georgia/United Nations 
Q. Thank you, sir. President Putin is bor-

rowing your logic to argue he has the right 
to attack terrorists in Georgia. Would that 
action be justified in your view? Are you 
concerned other countries, India, Pakistan, 
China, may use your arguments to justify 
actions they see fit? 

President Bush. I made it very clear to 
the Georgian Government that we expected 
them to rout out the Al Qaida-type terror-
ists in the Pankisi Gorge. We are working 
with the Georgian Government and training 
Georgian troops. I have told Vladimir Putin 
that he must give the Georgians a chance 
to achieve a common objective, an objec-
tive that’s important for Georgia, an objec-
tive that’s important for Russia, an objective 
important for the United States, and that 
is to get the Al Qaida killers and bring 
them to justice. And so I urge him to con-
tinue to work with us to allow the Geor-
gians—troops—to do their job. 

And finally, one final point for the world 
to hear: Saddam Hussein has defied the 
United Nations 16 times. Not once, not 
twice—16 times he has defied the U.N. 
The U.N. has told him after the Gulf war 
what to do, what the world expected, and 
16 times he’s defied it. And enough is 
enough. The U.N. will either be able to 
function as a peacekeeping body, as we 
head into the 21st century, or it will be 
irrelevant. And that’s what we’re about to 
find out. 

But remember what I said in my speech, 
now is the time to deal with the problem. 

Q. What about the appropriation of your 
argument? 

President Bush. I should have clarified 
it by my statement. I just clarified it by 
my—not should have, I just. 

Support for the President’s Action 

[At this point, a question was asked in 
Italian, and no translation was provided.] 

Prime Minister Berlusconi. Well, first of 
all, as I said before, we want a common 
position with the United States of America. 
And we welcome the decision of President 
Bush to bring the problem to the table 
in the Security Council. As it was stated 
clearly, the United Nations cannot continue 
to see its image undermined and its resolu-
tions flaunted. 

I would hasten to add, the decision taken 
by President Bush found agreement of my 
European colleagues and of the Russian 
Federation. 

President Bush. Thank you. 
Patsy [Patricia Wilson, Reuters]. 

United Nations 
Q. Mr. President, if Saddam Hussein has 

defied the United Nations 16 times and 
stiffed the world for a decade, why does 
he deserve one more chance? 

President Bush. That’s a very interesting 
question. Why don’t you interpret the ques-
tion? He stiffed the world 16 times, why 
does he get another chance? 

First of all, the United Nations deserves 
another chance to prove its relevance. See, 
we’re entering a new world. Wars of the 
future are not going to be like wars of 
the past. We fight these terrorists that hide 
in caves and send their youngsters to suici-
dal death. They strike America, but they’re 
likely to strike Italy. They hate freedom. 
They also are willing and want to work 
with countries like Iraq to develop the ca-
pacity to deliver weapons of mass destruc-
tion. And therefore, the international com-
munity must work together to prevent this 
from happening. 

So this is a chance for the United Na-
tions to show some backbone and resolve, 
as we confront the true challenges of the 
21st century. It’s a chance for the United 
Nations to show its relevance, and that’s 
why I gave the speech I gave. But make 
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no mistake about it, if we have to deal 
with the problem, we’ll deal with it. 

Italy’s Role in the War on Terrorism 

[At this point, a question was asked and 
answered in Italian.] 

President Bush. Thank you all. Welcome 
to Camp David. No, you misunderstood. 
Two questions apiece. Sorry. Two and two, 
si. 

Q. ——English, Mr. President. 
President Bush. Oh, you want an English 

translation. Sorry, thought you might have 
been trying to defy the two-question rule. 
Very good. [Laughter] 

Q. What was the question? 
Interpreter. The question was—— 
President Bush. That doesn’t matter. Just 

write the answer. 
Interpreter. ——is Italy able to play the 

mediating role—— 
Prime Minister Berlusconi. The role of 

Italy, now. 
Interpreter. At this moment, what’s the 

role Italy is going to play? 

And the reply was: Italy today is playing 
a role which it wasn’t able to play up to 
some times ago, because Italy finds itself 
at a center of a series of relationships with 
the countries of the European Union, with 
the countries of the Middle East, with the 
countries of the Mediterranean, and we 
have the special friendship with the Russian 
Federation, with our common friend Vladi-
mir Putin. So Italy is playing its part, and 
it’s able then to play its role in this context. 

President Bush. Thank you all very much. 
Prime Minister Berlusconi. Grazie. 

Arrivederci. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:52 a.m. In 
his remarks, he referred to Ramzi bin al-
Shibh, an Al Qaida operative suspected of 
helping to plan the September 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks, who was captured in Karachi, 
Pakistan; President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; 
and President Vladimir Putin of Russia. The 
Prime Minister spoke in Italian, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter. 

Remarks to Employees of Sears Manufacturing Company in Davenport, 
Iowa 
September 16, 2002 

Thank you all very much. It’s an honor 
to be here. In 1992, the Sears Company 
got the A team. [Laughter] I’ll leave it at 
that. [Laughter] 

I’m honored to be introduced by Jim 
Leach. He is a distinguished, honorable, 
honest man. We need those kind of people 
in Washington. I’m proud of him. I’m 
proud to call him friend, and I’m real 
proud he introduced me. I want to thank 
other members of the Iowa delegation who 
are here today, starting with Senator Chuck 
Grassley. I appreciate his friendship. I ap-
preciate his leadership. I’m also proud to 
be with Jim Nussle and Greg Ganske, two 
Members of the United States Congress 

from the State of Iowa. We’re flying back 
to Washington—I hope the reason they’re 
here is to hear my speech, not to get a 
free ride. [Laughter] Well, we’ll find out 
after I give the speech. [Laughter] But 
these are good folks. They care deeply 
about our country, and so do I. 

I’m here to talk to you about how to 
make our country safer and stronger and 
better. That’s what we’ve got to be thinking 
about during these troubling times. Before 
I begin, I’m grateful to Steve Lovejoy, who 
is the director of operation here at Sears 
Manufacturing Company, for giving me the 
tour—Big Steve. [Laughter] I appreciate 
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the employees who greeted me on the as-
sembly line. I want to thank all the hard-
working people here at Sears for doing 
such a fine job, for working hard, for caring 
deeply about your families, for upholding 
your responsibilities as a mom or a dad. 

I appreciate the Sears family, Jim and 
Steve and Lisa Ware, for upholding a fine 
family tradition of not only making a quality 
product but remembering they have a re-
sponsibility to the employees who work 
here and treat the employees with dignity 
and respect, like you do. I appreciate your 
leadership. 

I appreciate Bob Lane, the chairman and 
CEO of John Deere, coming over here 
today to say hello. It’s very interesting, his 
comment was. He said, ‘‘I’m fortunate to 
be a customer of this fine company.’’ That’s 
a good sign. 

Finally, at Air Force One, I had the 
honor of meeting a fellow named Dean 
Claussen. You probably don’t know Dean. 
[Applause] Dean brought all his cousins 
with him. [Laughter] The reason I wanted 
Dean to come here with me is because 
I had the honor of thanking him for being 
a soldier in the army of compassion. He’s 
a high school junior. He was obviously 
raised right by Dale and Kathy, his mom 
and dad, who are with us. But Dean is 
the kind of person who understands that 
we can change America for the better, one 
person at a time. 

And so he, as a member of the Scott 
County 4–H Council—and he volunteers 
his time. He volunteers his time to help 
those in need. He is—told me they’re rais-
ing books for some kids in Fiji, that he 
has recently fed the hungry, that he under-
stands to be a citizen of this country is 
to serve something greater than yourself. 
See, the great strength of the country lies 
in the hearts and souls of our fellow citi-
zens. And when a neighbor loves a neigh-
bor, indeed, America as a whole benefits. 
And Dean, I want to thank you for your 
leadership and your compassion. 

People oftentimes ask me, ‘‘What can I 
do to help our country in the face of some 
difficult times?’’ And one of them is to 
love a neighbor just like you’d like to be 
loved yourself. If you want to fight evil, 
do some good. If you want to make a im-
pact in the community in which you live, 
find somebody who hurts, and love them. 

I mentioned we’ve got some big issues 
here in America, and we do, but there’s 
nothing we can’t overcome. After all, this 
is the finest country on the face of the 
Earth, full of the greatest people. 

I think a lot about the security of our 
homeland. Matter of fact, I think about 
it every single day. And at the same time, 
it’s important for Congress and my adminis-
tration also never to forget the security of 
the American people. You see, my attitude 
is, somebody who wants to work can’t find 
a job, we’ve got a problem, and we need 
to deal with it. And so, while the security 
of the homeland is an important priority, 
so is the security of the American worker. 

I’m going to do everything I can to make 
sure that the environment for job creation 
is strong. I want people working. I want 
people to be able to put bread on the table 
for their families. I want moms and dads 
who want to work to be able to do so, 
for the sake of their families and for the 
good of the country. 

One of the ways we’ve got to make sure 
that we keep our economy strong is to be 
wise about how we spend our money. If 
you overspend, it creates a fundamental 
weakness in the foundation of economic 
growth. And so I’m working with Congress 
to make sure they hear the message—the 
message of fiscal responsibility. 

See, it starts with understanding whose 
money we spend in Washington. It’s not 
the Government’s money we spend. The 
money we spend is your money, and that’s 
the most important premise when it comes 
to budget. 

It also means that we’ve got to set prior-
ities. You know, every idea sounds like a 
brilliant idea in Washington. Everybody’s 
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idea is a great idea—just up there they 
come with billions as the price tag. The 
bill is a little high. So I said, ‘‘Why don’t 
we work together to create some priorities, 
starting with the most important priority 
which is, defend America against killers.’’ 
That’s the most important priority. 

I can’t put it any other way about them, 
either. They’re nothing but a bunch of 
coldblooded killers. You’ve just got to un-
derstand that about the nature of the 
enemy. They hate us because we love. They 
hate. We love freedom, is why they hate 
us, and we’re not going to quit loving free-
dom. And so our most important priority, 
when it comes to budgeting and time and 
effort, is to protect innocent life here in 
America. And make no mistake about it, 
we will—we’ll do just that. 

But in order to make sure there is a— 
priorities are funded, there needs to be a 
budget. And thanks to Jim Nussle, who is 
the budget man in the House of Represent-
atives, we have a budget that focuses on 
setting priorities and focuses on getting us 
back to a balanced budget. But there’s 
been no budget out of the United States 
Senate. They haven’t passed a budget. They 
have no plan to balance the budget. 

And that’s of concern. It’s of concern 
because if you have no budget, it means 
there’s no discipline. And if there’s no dis-
cipline, it’s likely that the Senate will over-
spend. And when they overspend, they not 
only overspend for this year, this coming 
year, they’ll overspend for every year after-
wards too. For the sake of fiscal sanity, 
the United States Senate must remember 
whose money we’re spending and get us 
a budget and get us to head toward a bal-
anced budget. 

And while they’re worrying about the 
budget and money, they need to give me 
a defense bill. They need to get—stop talk-
ing, and get a defense bill to my desk. 
If the number one priority is to defend 
the American people, the best thing they 
need to do is pass the defense bill, so we 

can get after defending the American peo-
ple next year. 

So we’ve got to worry about how much 
we spend. And by the way, there’s plenty 
of money up there. We’ve got to worry 
about how much we spend, in order to 
make sure that our economy continues to 
grow. I’m worried about the economic se-
curity for every American. I’m also opti-
mistic about the future, because inflation 
is down, interest rates are down, the pro-
ductivity of the American worker is the best 
in the world, we’ve got the best farmers 
and ranchers in the world. 

I’ve read that textbook, that economic 
textbook that says, when there’s a reces-
sion—and by the way, when we first came 
in, there was a recession. We had three 
quarters of negative growth. That’s the defi-
nition of recession. One way to encourage 
economic growth is to let the people keep 
more of their own money. You see, if you 
have more money in your pocket, you’re 
going to demand a good or a service. And 
when you demand a good or a service, 
somebody is likely to produce or to make 
that good or produce that service. And 
when somebody produces the good and 
service, it means somebody is more likely 
to find work. The tax relief plan we passed, 
which says we trust the American people 
with their own money, came at the right 
time in American economic history, and we 
need to make the tax cuts permanent. 

I had the honor of saying hello to the 
head of the construction union, the local 
man who runs the construction union here, 
at the airport. He came out because we’re 
working closely together with the head of 
the national union to get passed what we 
call terrorism insurance. If you’re worried 
about jobs in America, like I am, then 
you’ve got to make sure that your construc-
tion industry is working. You want your 
hardhats out there working. And yet when 
the terrorists attacked us, it created a di-
lemma for people who want to build big 
building projects. They can’t get the insur-
ance necessary to go forward. 
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Congress needs to help on this. Congress 
needs to pass a bill that is good for the 
hardhats of America, not good for the trial 
lawyers, and get a terrorism insurance bill 
to my desk, so over 300,000 workers can 
find work and get back to work. I say 
300,000—those are the number of jobs 
which have been delayed or scuttled as a 
result of Congress not coming together to 
act on this important matter. 

And we need an energy bill too. If you’re 
worried about economic security in Amer-
ica, we ought to have an energy bill, one 
which encourages conservation, one which 
encourages renewable sources of energy 
such as ethanol, and one at the same time 
that makes us less dependent on foreign 
sources of crude oil. It’s in our economic 
interests that we have an energy plan. It’s 
in our national security interests that we 
have an energy plan. Congress has been 
talking about energy. They need to get a 
bill to my desk before they go home to 
run for reelection. 

And so my message to the Congress is, 
‘‘Don’t forget there are some people who 
are still trying to find work.’’ And we need 
to work together. We need to put aside 
all this Republican stuff and Democrat stuff 
and work together to make sure the econ-
omy is strong and vibrant and the great 
American worker can find work. 

And at the same time, we’ve got to re-
member that there’s still an enemy out 
there trying to hit us. There’s an enemy 
that I mentioned earlier, hates what we 
stand for. It’s a different kind of enemy 
than we have fought in the past. These 
are the kind, they don’t have tanks and 
formation of aircraft or flotilla of ship. 
These are the kind that hide in caves and 
then send somebody to their suicidal death. 
These are the kind that hijack a great reli-
gion—a religion, by the way, which 
preaches love and compassion and toler-
ance—they hijack it and then murder in 
the name of that religion. These are the 
kind that have hate in their heart. And 
these are the kind that we need to do ev-

erything in our power to stop. We owe 
it to the sake of our freedom, and we owe 
it to our children. 

The first thing we’ve got to do is to make 
sure our country responds here at home 
to this threat, to this ever—to this threat 
that just keeps going on. And that means 
that we’ve got to get our Government 
working in coordination. I proposed a De-
partment of Homeland Security to make 
sure that the agencies involved with secur-
ing the homeland have as their number 
one priority your protection. That means 
that there needs to be a single agency 
where these agencies are housed, so that 
we create a culture of coordination and co-
operation, a culture that allows for there 
to be fast movement when it comes to 
moving people to the right place at the 
right time, in order to respond to an enemy 
which still exists. 

And I’ll give you one area where we 
need to do a better job, and that’s on our 
borders. We need to know who’s coming 
into America. We need to know what 
they’re bringing into America. We need to 
know if they’re leaving when they say 
they’re going to leave America. For the 
sake of the security of the country, we need 
to have a border which is secure, a border 
which facilitates trade and honest traffic but 
a border which recognizes there—a bor-
der—a strategy which recognizes there’s 
risks here in the 21st century. We’ve got 
to deal with it. 

Now, right now, when you go down to 
the border, there’s three different depart-
ments dealing with the border, the INS, 
the Customs, and the Border Patrol, all 
full of fine people. But sometimes the strat-
egy differs between the agencies. The uni-
forms look different, which may be all 
right, but in order to do what’s right for 
the American people, I need the capacity 
to be able to have these agencies work 
closely together. We’ll protect workers’ 
rights. We’ll protect the collective bar-
gaining rights for those who want to join 
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a union at the Federal level. But I need 
flexibility. 

The House passed a good bill. The Sen-
ate better not pass a bad bill. Otherwise, 
I will veto it. They need to worry more 
about the security of the American people 
and less about special interests in Wash-
ington, DC. 

So we’re working hard to secure the 
homeland. There’s a lot of fine folks that 
are spending a lot of time on America’s 
behalf. Listen, we’re sharing information. 
Anytime we get a hint—and you’ve seen 
these alerts—sometime these alerts come 
up because we’re getting people talking, 
and we’re hearing what they’re saying, and 
we’re sharing information better. We assess 
every threat. We take everything seriously. 
And America is responding. 

But the best way to respond to the 
threats that we face is to find these killers, 
one person at a time, hunt them down, 
and bring them to justice, which is exactly 
what America is going to do. 

It takes time. It takes a lot of effort. 
But we’re a determined nation. You know, 
I had the feeling that after September the 
11th that some around the world would 
grow weary and tired of this effort. Some 
would say, ‘‘Well, the threat really doesn’t 
exist anymore.’’ That’s not how America 
feels. That’s not how that fellow we just 
picked up in Pakistan feels too. He’s the 
one that thought he was going to be the 
20th bomber. He thought he could hide. 
He thought he could still threaten America. 
But he forgot the greatest nation on the 
face of the Earth is after him, one person 
at a time. 

We put together a great alliance. There 
are other people in this world who love 
freedom just like we do. There are other 
countries with some strong leaders who un-
derstand the stakes, that understand that 
history has now put the spotlight on us 
to find out what we’re made out of. And 
so our alliance is strong, and we’re hunting 
them down one at a time. We’ve captured 

over 2,500 or so of these; about that many 
weren’t as lucky. 

Thanks to the United States military— 
and by the way, those who serve our mili-
tary are some of the finest citizens we have 
here in America. Troops have made a huge 
sacrifice—they’re sacrificing for freedom. 
They fight at mountain—on mountaintops 
in thin air—they—looking down caves. 
They’re slowly but surely doing what I’ve 
asked them to do, to be on pursuit for 
the sake of freedom, for the sake of our 
liberty, so your child can grow up in a 
safe environment. 

And that’s why, when I went to the Con-
gress, I asked for a substantial increase in 
defense spending, because I want our 
troops who are placed in harm’s way to 
have the best training, the best pay, the 
best possible commitment. We owe it to 
them, and we owe it to their loved ones. 
And that defense appropriations bill, which 
I mentioned Congress hasn’t passed yet, 
needs to get to my desk soon—and also 
sends a signal to friend and foe alike, we’re 
in this deal for the long haul. When it 
comes to the defense of our freedom, there 
is no artificial date when we say, we quit. 
When it comes to securing a future for 
our children and our children’s children, 
we will stay the course. 

And that not only means hunting down 
Al Qaida and Al Qaida-type terrorists which 
hate America, it also means dealing with 
true and real threats that we can foresee. 
One of the most dangerous threats America 
faces is a terrorist network teaming up with 
some of the world’s worst leaders who de-
velop the world’s worst weapons. 

I gave a speech to the United Nations, 
talking about Iraq and making it crystal 
clear to the United Nations that Saddam 
poses an international problem. This is a 
man who poisoned his own people, 
poisoned his neighbors. He’s invaded two 
countries. He signed agreements that said 
he would develop no weapons of mass de-
struction, wouldn’t hold any weapons of 
mass destruction. Yet, for 11 years, he’s 
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totally ignored what he said he would do. 
He basically told the United Nations, ‘‘Your 
deals don’t mean anything to me.’’ 

I told the United Nations, it can show 
us whether or not it’s going to serve its 
purpose to help keep the peace, or whether 
it’s going to be irrelevant. We, of course, 
want the United Nations to be relevant. 
We want them to be a part of a framework 
of peace as we head into the 21st century. 
But I also made it clear, this, that unless 
there’s action from the nations at the 
United Nations, that that’s not satisfactory 
as far as the United States is concerned. 
And if Iraq regimes continues to defy us 
and the world, we will move deliberately 
yet decisively to hold Iraq to account. 

We owe this to our children. We must 
anticipate. Somebody said, ‘‘Well, you 
know, they don’t have a nuclear weapon.’’ 
I said, ‘‘Well, the most dangerous thing’’— 
and we know they’re trying to get one— 
‘‘the most dangerous thing would be to find 
out they had a nuclear weapon after they 
developed one.’’ 

It’s a new world we’re in. We used to 
think two oceans could separate us from 
an enemy. On that tragic day, September 
the 11th, 2001, we found out that’s not 
the case. We found out this great land of 
liberty and of freedom and of justice is 
vulnerable. And therefore we must do ev-
erything we can—everything we can—to se-
cure the homeland, to make us safe. We 
need a safe America, a strong America, and 
a better America. 

One way to make sure we have a better 
America is to make sure every single child 
gets educated in this country. I don’t mean 
a few. I don’t mean only those in suburban 
districts. I mean every single child. I’m 
proud to have worked with Members of 
Congress to pass a bill which says, here 
in America, we believe in high standards 
when it comes to educating children, that 
we will challenge the soft bigotry of low 
expectations, that we believe the people of 
Iowa should chart the path to excellence 
for the children of Iowa, and that we ex-

pect there to be accountability in return 
for Federal money. 

See, we want to know—if you believe 
every child can learn, then you want to 
know if every child is learning. And if 
they’re not, we’ll correct the problems 
early, before it’s too late. There are no 
second-rate children in Iowa or in America. 

To make sure there’s a better America, 
we’ve got to have a place where every sen-
ior has access to high quality health care. 
We need a Medicare system which works, 
a Medicare system which recognizes medi-
cine has changed and needs to be re-
formed, a Medicare system which will pro-
vide better coverage for Iowa’s seniors, in-
cluding prescription drug coverage. I look 
forward to working with Congressman 
Nussle, Congressman Leach, Senator 
Grassley on the Senate side, to come up 
with a bipartisan effort to make sure this 
important program, Medicare, works for 
the senior citizens of the State of Iowa. 

And as we think about helping people, 
we’ve got to make sure our welfare system 
remembers that work is an integral part 
of dignity, that we want to help people. 
We want to help them find jobs. 

No, we can make—do a better job of 
passing legislation that will help America 
be a better place. But the truth of the 
matter is, like I mentioned earlier, America 
will become a better place when people 
follow their hearts, when people help peo-
ple in need. 

One of my most important initiatives in 
Washington is what I call the Faith-Based 
Initiative, because I recognize that Govern-
ment can hand out money, but what it can-
not do is put hope in people’s hearts or 
a sense of purpose in people’s lives. What 
I want to do is unleash the great compas-
sion of America, by changing America one 
heart, one soul, one conscience at a time. 
You see, when you love a neighbor, you 
fight evil, but you also leave behind a leg-
acy of compassion and decency. It’s what 
I call the gathering momentum of millions 
of acts of kindness and decency, which take 
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place in spite of Government. It takes place 
because our fellow citizens have heard the 
call, the call to personal responsibility. 

One of the things that the enemy did 
when they hit us is they awoke a new spirit 
in America. It used to be, you know, ‘‘If 
it feels good, just go ahead and do it,’’ 
as part of our culture; ‘‘If you’ve got a 
problem, blame somebody else.’’ America 
now understands that ushering in a period 
of personal responsibility, responsible for 
something other than yourself, is important 
for our country. 

If you’re a mom or a dad, you’re respon-
sible for loving your children. You’re the 
one who is responsible for loving your chil-
dren with all your heart. If you’re living 
right here in the great State of Iowa, you’re 
responsible for the quality of life in your 
community. It’s you who is responsible for 
making sure your public schools are the 
best. If you find a neighbor in need, you’re 
responsible for serving that neighbor in 
need; you’re responsible for loving a neigh-
bor just like you’d like to love yourself. 

No, there’s a new patriotism here in 
America. It’s more than just working on 
homeland defense. It’s more than putting 
your hand over your heart. It is serving 
something larger than self. And when we 

all do that, we will make it clear to the 
enemy that not only did they hit a great 
nation, they hit a nation which is compas-
sionate and decent and loving. 

No, evil done to America was mighty 
and tough, and still many grieve. But out 
of that evil can come incredible good. Out 
of the evil done to America can come 
peace, peace for our children, peace for 
our children’s children. And out of evil 
done to America can come a more compas-
sionate and decent and hopeful country. 
There’s no question in my mind—no ques-
tion in my mind—that we will succeed, be-
cause this is the greatest nation, full of 
the finest people on the face of the Earth. 

Thank you for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:34 a.m. on 
the manufacturing floor at Sears Manufac-
turing Co. In his remarks, he referred to Jim 
Sears, president and chief executive officer, 
Steve Sears, president, truck division, and 
Lisa Ware, director, financial services, Sears 
Manufacturing Co.; Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an 
Al Qaida operative suspected of helping to 
plan the September 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tacks, who was captured in Karachi, Pakistan; 
and President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

Remarks at a Luncheon for Representative Jim Nussle in Davenport 
September 16, 2002 

Thank you all for coming. Thank you 
all. Mr. Chairman—Mr. Chairman, I’m 
here to remind the good people of this 
congressional district that Jim Nussle is not 
only a fine man who cares deeply about 
the citizens of Iowa, but it’s in your best 
interest to make sure that Jim Nussle is 
reelected to the United States Congress. 

Anytime—anytime you introduce a can-
didate as ‘‘Mr. Chairman,’’ that ought to 
tell you something about whether or not 
you want a change or not. You see, when 

you’ve got somebody who’s honorable and 
decent and full of integrity as a chairman, 
you need to keep him. It’s in your interests. 
It’s not only in your self-interest, it’s in 
the interest for your State. And I’m here 
to tell you it’s in the interest of the United 
States of America to make sure this good 
man is reelected to the Congress. 

I know him well. I’ve seen him under 
fire. I’ve seen people put immense pressure 
on him to change, to forget why he got 
elected in the first place. He’s steady as 
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a rock. He’s a loyal ally. He’s a strong 
American. He has earned the right to get 
reelected. Don’t make a mistake; this dis-
trict shouldn’t make a mistake. When 
you’ve got a good one, you make sure you 
keep him. And Jim Nussle is a good one, 
and it’s in your interests you keep him. 

Jim, I’m proud to be by your side, and 
I urge the people of this district to send 
you back to Washington, DC. 

I want to thank Karen Nussle for stand-
ing by Jim’s side. It’s important to have 
a—in this business we’re in, it’s important 
to have somebody stand by your side. 
[Laughter] We both married above our-
selves. [Laughter] I wish Laura were here 
with me. She’s back in the White House, 
but I can’t tell you how proud I am of 
the job she’s doing. I want to thank you 
for holding up the Laura book. [Laughter] 
Yes. I haven’t read it yet, but it better 
say she’s one of the finest women God’s 
ever produced. [Laughter] If they’re inter-
ested in the truth, they know that she’s 
doing a great job as the First Lady, and 
she sends her best to all the good friends 
of ours here in the State of Iowa. 

It’s good to have met Sarah and Mark 
Nussle, Jim’s children. It’s good to have 
met his mother. I asked Ms. Laura Nussle 
whether or not Mark—I mean, Jim was 
still listening to her. She said, ‘‘About half 
the time.’’ [Laughter] I said, ‘‘Well, that’s 
about as much time as I listen to mine 
too.’’ [Laughter] 

It’s great to have the Nussle family here. 
I’m also honored to be traveling today with 
a great United States Senator. I emphasize 
‘‘great’’ because he’s worked hard on behalf 
of the citizens of Iowa. When he was the 
Chairman of the Finance Committee— 
something that I dearly hope happens again 
soon—he made a huge difference for our 
country, and that’s, of course, Chuck Grass-
ley. 

I’m also honored to be traveling today 
with a fine United States Congressman, a 
gentleman, a really bright citizen of our 
country, somebody who cares deeply about 

America, and that’s Jim Leach. In case 
some of you all are not in Nussle’s district 
but in Leach’s district, it’s really important 
to send him back too. [Laughter] He’s a 
fine man, brings a lot of integrity and class. 

And so does the next United States Sen-
ator from the State of Iowa, and that’s Greg 
Ganske. I appreciate you being here, Greg. 
He’s a hard worker. He’s going to make 
a fine Senator. I look forward to working 
with both he and Senator Grassley on 
working on the interests of the citizens of 
Iowa but, more importantly, the interests 
of the citizens of the entire country. That’s 
the way these two men think. 

I’m proud to be here with a Congress-
man—a State senator now, soon to be a 
Congressman, named Steve King. Steve, 
thank you for coming today. Oh, hi, Steve. 
I appreciate Chuck Larson, who is the 
chairman of the Republican Party of Iowa, 
for coming. Good to see you, Chuck. 

I want to thank all of you who have 
come to help Jim. This is a huge turnout. 
It’s a good sign, it seems like to me. But 
I also want to thank those of you who are 
working the grassroots here in the State 
of Iowa. I want to thank you for what you 
have done and, as importantly, what you’re 
going to do, which means turn out the vote. 

You see, all this stuff helps; these rallies 
help. But the most important thing is to 
turn out the vote, is to find your neighbors. 
When you go to your coffee shops or your 
churches or your community centers, 
you’ve got to pass the word—pass the word 
that people need to participate in the proc-
ess, and as they start to head to participate, 
tell them about the qualities of the man 
that we’re supporting here today. Grass-
roots politics makes a huge difference in 
the outcome of these races. And so for 
those of you who are willing to volunteer 
your time and to lick the envelopes and 
make the phone calls and stick the signs 
in the ground, thanks. Just get ready. Get 
your uniforms on. [Laughter] We’re coming 
down the stretch. We need your help. 
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Chairman Nussle is the head of the 
budget. The House passed a budget. The 
Senate can’t pass a budget. [Laughter] That 
says something about his leadership. It’s 
important to have a budget in Washington, 
because without a budget, there is a tend-
ency to overspend. [Laughter] Without a 
budget, every idea sounds like a brilliant 
idea. Without some kind of constraint on 
the appropriations process in Washington, 
as they might say in this part of the world, 
somebody is liable to go hog wild. [Laugh-
ter] 

And sometimes those somebodies who go 
hog wild forget whose money they’re 
spending. Nussle and I understand this: 
When it comes to spending the money in 
Washington, it’s not the Government’s 
money we spend. It’s your money. It’s the 
people’s money. 

And Jim understands that, and so do I. 
And that’s why we’re going to have to have 
some budget restraint. In order to make 
sure our economy—the foundation of eco-
nomic growth doesn’t crumble, we’ve got 
to make sure there is budget restraint in 
Washington. We’ve got plenty of money up 
there. We can fund our priorities. The 
thing I appreciate about this chairman’s 
leadership is, he has a clear vision of how 
to get back to a balanced budget. And 
that’s important for you. It’s important to 
have a leader up there who understands 
that. 

He also understood what I understood: 
In the face of a recession, you’ve got to 
let the people have their own money. You 
see, if you’re worried about jobs like we’re 
worried about jobs, the best way to help 
the economy recover is to trust the people 
with their own money. And so we cut the 
taxes on the people. People have more 
money to spend, and when you spend it, 
somebody is going to produce a good or 
a service to meet your demand. And when 
they do that, somebody is more likely to 
find work. 

Our tax relief plan came at the right 
time in American history, and I’m proud 

of the work Jim did. I’m proud of the work 
Chuck Grassley and Jim Leach and Greg 
Ganske did. And now, for the sake of the 
hardworking people of Iowa and for the 
sake of the farmers and ranchers in this 
part of the world, we need to make sure 
the tax relief is permanent and the death 
tax is forever extinguished. 

You listen to these debates in these con-
gressional campaigns in the Senate race, 
they’re going to use every excuse in the 
book to take the tax relief away. That’s 
a tax increase, as far as I’m concerned. 
And one thing you don’t do in the midst 
of an economic slowdown is raise the taxes 
on the people. If you’re interested in job 
creation, if you’re interested more about 
spending a person’s pocketbook rather than 
the Government’s pocketbook, you let the 
people keep their own money. And Jim 
Nussle understands that. 

He also understands the importance of 
education. We passed a really good edu-
cation bill. It’s one that sets high standards, 
that says that every child can learn. It chal-
lenges what I call the soft bigotry of low 
expectations. See, we understand, if you 
lower the bar, you get bad results. If you 
have expectations that are something other 
than excellent, if you have mediocre expec-
tations, you’ll get mediocrity out of your 
school systems. 

As well, Jim and I understood, as do 
the other members of the Iowa delegation, 
that the place to enhance educational excel-
lence is to trust the local people. See, we 
understand the people of Iowa care more 
about the children in Iowa than bureauc-
racies in Washington, DC, do. So this bill 
passed power out of Washington. 

And finally, we finally began to say in 
America that if you take Federal money, 
you need to show us whether or not our 
children are learning to read and write and 
add and subtract. See, if you believe every 
child can learn, the next question is, ‘‘Well, 
are the children learning to read and 
write?’’ If you believe that, then you want 
to ask the question, and you want to know. 
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And if they are, then we ought to praise 
the teachers in school districts that are 
meeting this high standards. But if not, we 
need to teach children early, because Jim 
and I understand there’s no second-rate 
children in America. No child should left 
behind—be behind in this country. 

Jim mentioned a very important issue, 
and that is Medicare. See, the Medicare 
system is an important system—really im-
portant we get it right. Medicine has 
changed; Medicare hasn’t. And one of the 
things that Jim Nussle is on the—is leading 
in Congress—I mean, leading—is to make 
sure that there’s a level playing field for 
Iowa seniors. He and Chuck Grassley, Greg 
Ganske, and Jim Leach spent a lot of time 
on this issue, and they understand that they 
need to work with Congress to get it done. 
I’m proud of the leadership of Jim Nussle. 
I’m proud of the leadership of Chuck 
Grassley and Greg Ganske and Jim Leach. 
These fine Iowa citizens know there’s a 
problem, and they’re working with both 
parties to solve the problem. If you want 
the problem solved, you better make sure 
that this man is reelected to the United 
States Congress. 

Nussle is a friend of the farmer, and 
so am I. I understand good agricultural pol-
icy is important for the economy of our 
country. I also want us an energy bill that 
includes a strong renewable section in the 
energy bill, which means ethanol. But also, 
Jim understands what I understand, that 
if you’re good at something, you want to 
promote it. And since we’re the best farm-
ers in the world, we ought to be doing 
everything we can to sell our farm products 
around the world. And I appreciate so very 
much his strong support for a trade bill 
that will be good for the Iowa farmers. 

And Greg, I appreciate your support on 
a trade bill that will be good for the Iowa 
farmers. Same with you, Senator, and Con-
gressman Leach as well. It’s an important 
piece of legislation I signed. And I promise 
you, I’m going to use this legislation to 

open up markets, so our farmers can make 
a living. 

Finally, I appreciate Jim Nussle’s under-
standing that we’re—we’ve got a problem 
with an enemy that hates us, that he clearly 
sees like I see that there is a true threat 
to our freedoms. People say, well, you 
know—I’m sure youngsters say, ‘‘Well, why 
would somebody want to hurt America?’’ 
And the answer is, because we love free-
dom. The answer to those youngsters who 
wonder why we’re at war is, because they 
hate us, because we love something pre-
cious. The more we love our freedoms, the 
more they hate us, and that’s just the re-
ality of the 21st century. 

You see, we love the idea of people 
being able to worship freely, to worship 
an almighty God the way they want to wor-
ship an almighty God. We welcome that. 
We treasure that. We hold that dear, and 
the enemy hates that idea. We believe in 
open debate. We believe in freedom of the 
press. We love our freedom in America. 
And nobody is going to take it away from 
us, no matter how hard they try. 

See, we’re in a new era here in this 
world. It used to be we thought there was 
two oceans that separate us from an enemy. 
And we learned differently. We learned 
that there are no oceans which can protect 
us. We used to think that war was a meas-
urement of tanks and artillery and airplanes 
and ships. This is a new war. It’s the kind 
where the enemy hides—the leadership of 
the enemy hides in caves and send their 
youngsters to their suicidal death. They 
kind of move around in the shadows of 
big cities in some countries and hide and 
then strike hard. It doesn’t require a lot 
of weaponry for them to be successful, be-
cause they’re coldblooded killers. They’re 
nothing but a bunch of coldblooded killers. 

A major difference between this great 
country, this decent, compassionate land, 
and the people we’re hunting down is, we 
value life. We say, ‘‘Every life is precious. 
Everybody counts. Everybody matters in 
this country.’’ 
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Our most important job is to protect the 
homeland. Our most important job is to 
do everything in our power to make sure 
that you’re safe, that the enemy is unable 
to take innocent life again. And it’s a big 
job, because we’re a big country. But we’re 
making progress—we’re making good 
progress at home. 

We’ve got a lot of people on alert. We’ve 
got a lot of hard-working Americans run-
ning down every lead. If we get a hint 
that somebody might be thinking about 
doing something, you need to know we’re 
acting on it—within the confines of the 
United States Constitution, I might add. 
We believe in our freedoms, and we’re 
going to protect our freedoms. But we’re 
running down every single—every single 
lead. And we’re getting a lot of leads. We 
are. The other day, as you know, the coun-
try went on a higher status of alert, for 
a reason: The noise level began to gin up. 

A lot of people are working hard to pro-
tect you. I’ve asked the Congress to join 
me—I want to thank the House of Rep-
resentatives for hearing that call—to join 
me in the creation of the Department of 
Homeland Security so we could better co-
ordinate the Government agencies involved 
with your protection. Prior to September 
the 11th they would be worried about dif-
ferent things in the Coast Guard or dif-
ferent things in the Border Patrol. Now 
the number one priority for these agencies 
is your protection, and therefore, they 
ought to work under one agency. And I 
also need, in order to protect you better, 
the flexibility to move people from one 
place to another in order to respond to 
the needs of—the enemy. 

The House heard that, and I want to 
thank Jim for his vote. I want to thank 
Ganske and Leach for their votes. It looks 
like, to me, the Senate is heading down 
the wrong path. I hope not, but it may 
be. You see, they want to micromanage the 
process. They’re more interested in special 
interests in Washington, as opposed to your 
interests, which is protecting the homeland. 

I expect there to be a bill on my desk 
soon, and I expect there to be a bill that 
gives me the flexibility—and future Presi-
dents the flexibility—necessary to do every-
thing we can to protect the American peo-
ple from an enemy which hates. 

The best strategy, and only strategy, to 
defend the homeland is to chase the killers 
down, one at a time, and bring them to 
justice. It’s—if they’re in a cave, we head 
into a cave. If they’re in some shadowy 
neighborhood, we’ll finally put the spotlight 
on the shadowy neighborhood. It doesn’t 
matter where they hide; we’re after them, 
one person at a time. 

And we’re making good progress. We’re 
making good progress. The other day I’m 
sure you picked up your newspapers or saw 
on your TVs that we captured the guy that 
thought he wanted to be the 20th hijacker. 
I want to thank the Pakistani Government 
for cooperating with U.S. personnel to 
bring this person to justice. This guy is 
just another killer, and we got him—he 
along with several thousand others we have 
gotten. And another like number hasn’t 
been quite so lucky. They weren’t got— 
they were gotten the ultimate way. Slowly 
but surely, we’re dismantling a terrorist net-
work which wants to do more harm on 
America. 

And I want to thank those of you who 
have got a relative in the United States 
military. My, we have got a fabulous United 
States military. 

I asked our Congress for an increase in 
defense spending—a significant increase in 
defense spending, because my attitude is 
this: Anytime we put our youngsters into 
harm’s way, they deserve the best pay, the 
best training, and the best possible equip-
ment. 

I also wanted to send a message to friend 
and foe alike that we’re in this deal for 
the long haul, and when it comes to the 
defense of our freedoms, this mighty coun-
try is going to stay the course, that we’re 
not going to forget what happened on Sep-
tember the 11th, that we’re steadfast and 

1596 



e Aug 04 2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00445 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.011 193761

Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Sept. 16 

resolved because we believe in peace. We 
owe it to our children to make the world 
more secure, that freedom has a chance, 
and that it’s a peaceful tomorrow. That’s 
what we owe it to them. 

It’s going to be a rocky hill at times, 
getting to that peace. There’s some threats 
out there that we have to deal with. The 
other day I gave a speech at the United 
Nations, delineating one of the clearest 
threats we face. See, we’ve got a man in 
that part of the world who agreed to dis-
arm, agreed to pay compensation to the 
victims of the horrible crimes he com-
mitted, agreed not to harbor terrorists, and 
he’s broken every single agreement. For 11 
long years he has stiffed the world commu-
nity. I went to the United Nations and said, 
‘‘Either you can be relevant in the world 
or not, your pick. We want you to be a 
part of keeping the peace. We want you 
to be strong.’’ 

But I also had another message: We the 
world cannot let the world’s worst leaders 
harbor and develop the world’s worst weap-
ons. This tyrant must be dealt with, for 
the sake of our children and our children’s 
children. We owe it to the world to show 
strength and resolve and leadership. 

This country is a great and strong coun-
try. Witness the fact that—what happened 
after 9/11. Instead of being cowed by these 
terrorists, we rose up in mighty indignation. 
But we also did something else, and it’s 
happening all across Iowa and all across 
America. People understand that in order 
to fight evil, you can do so by loving your 
neighbor just like you’d like to be loved 
yourself. 

In community after community, citizens 
understand there’s a different calling to pa-
triotism today, that a patriot is more than 
somebody who just puts his hand over his 
heart. A patriot is also somebody who wants 
to make the community in which they live 
a more decent and honorable place, a more 
compassionate place. 

In the midst of our plenty, there are 
people in America who hurt. There are 

pockets of despair and hopelessness. And 
Government can hand out money, and 
frankly we do a pretty good job of it. But 
what it cannot do is put hope into people’s 
hearts or a sense of purpose in people’s 
lives. That’s done when a citizen puts his 
or her arm around somebody who hurts 
and says, ‘‘I love you. What can I do to 
help you? Can I mentor you? Can I teach 
you to read? As a shut-in, what can I do 
to make your day a brighter day?’’ No, my 
call to the American people, if you want 
to join the war on terror, is to love your 
neighbor, is to help somebody. 

Flight 93—I had the honor of going to 
the site and hugging the families of the 
40 who were on that airplane. Flight 93, 
it’s the flight where people flying across 
the country heard the plane was going to 
be used as a weapon. They called their 
loved ones on cell phones and told them, 
‘‘I love you.’’ They told—one of them said, 
let’s—they said a prayer; a guy said, ‘‘Let’s 
roll.’’ They took the plane into the ground 
to serve something greater than themselves 
in life. 

It’s an example of what is happening in 
America, where people understand serving 
something greater than self is a part of 
being a complete American. I call upon 
all of you all—my call to our fellow Ameri-
cans is, when you find hurt, be a part of 
healing and recognize that while you can’t 
do everything, you can do something to 
help change America, one heart and one 
soul and one conscience at a time. 

No, the enemy hit us—they hit us. But 
out of that terrible day can come some 
good. There’s no doubt in my mind, if 
America remains strong and steadfast, we 
can achieve peace—can achieve peace for 
this generation and for future generations 
to come. 

And the enemy hit us, and out of the 
evil done to America that day is going to 
come a more compassionate and decent 
and hopeful America, because they hit the 
greatest nation, full of the finest people 
on the face of the Earth. 
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Thank you all for coming. May God 
bless. God bless America. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:07 p.m. at 
the Mississippi Valley Fairgrounds. In his re-
marks, he referred to Representative 
Nussle’s wife, Karen, and his mother, Laura; 

Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al Qaida operative 
suspected of helping plan the September 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks, who was captured in 
Karachi, Pakistan; and President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. Representative Nussle was 
a candidate for reelection in Iowa’s Second 
Congressional District. 

Message on the Observance of Yom Kippur, 5763 
September 16, 2002 

The Lord loves righteousness and justice; 
The earth is full of his unfailing love. 

Psalm 33:5 

Yom Kippur is a day of holy reflection 
and reverence. Jewish tradition sets this day 
aside as a time to seek atonement, and 
to return, in forgiveness, to the enduring 
love of the Almighty. As you pray, may 
you place your trust in the promises of 
God, and look to the future with hope. 

As we face the challenges of a new era, 
faith is an important source of strength and 

goodness in America. At this time of re-
newal, I encourage you to recommit to a 
life of compassion, love, and service. To-
gether we can transform our Nation, one 
heart and one soul at a time. 

Laura joins me in sending our best wish-
es for a blessed day. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Fiscal 
Year 2003 Budget Amendments 
September 13, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
I ask the Congress to consider the en-

closed requests for FY 2003 budget amend-
ments for the Departments of Agriculture, 
Energy, Interior, and Transportation; Inter-
national Assistance Programs; and the Na-
tional Capital Planning Commission. 

In total, these amendments would not 
affect the budgetary resources proposed in 
my FY 2003 Budget. 

The details of these requests are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director 

of the Office of Management and Budget. 
I concur with his comments and observa-
tions. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on September 17. An 
original was not available for verification of 
the content of this letter. 
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Remarks Announcing the Teaching American History and Civic Education 
Initiatives 
September 17, 2002 

Thank you all very much. Welcome to 
the Rose Garden. Thanks for getting up 
so early. 

I do want to appreciate David 
McCullough. It’s an honor to be introduced 
by David McCullough. I appreciate his con-
tribution to our Nation. He’s made history 
come alive for millions of Americans. He’s 
encouraged the teaching of history in our 
classrooms. He’s made a lasting contribu-
tion to our Nation, and we’re grateful for 
that contribution. 

It is fitting that on the anniversary of 
the signing of the Constitution, the three 
branches of our Government are rep-
resented here. 

Here in America, we see a broad renewal 
of American patriotism. And this is some-
thing to give thanks for; it really is. And 
it’s something we must build on. To prop-
erly understand and love our country, we 
must know our country’s history. 

Today I am announcing several initiatives 
that will improve students’ knowledge of 
American history, increase their civic in-
volvement, and deepen their love for our 
great country. 

I appreciate so very much Lynne Che-
ney, her—well, the fact she married a great 
Vice President, for starters. [Laughter] But 
she loves history. She has written books 
to encourage our children to understand 
history. Today she’s hosting a celebration 
of the 215th anniversary of the U.S. Con-
stitution at the Vice President’s house; she 
kindly invited Laura to go. 

I appreciate Justice Anthony Kennedy for 
coming. Not only is he a great Supreme 
Court Justice, he cares about the commu-
nity in which he lives. He’s worked with 
the American Bar Association on what they 
call a Dialogue on Freedom, an initiative 
to foster discussions in our Nation’s class-
rooms about American civic values. Thank 

you, Justice Kennedy, for that. [Applause] 
Delayed applause is better than no ap-
plause. [Laughter] 

I appreciate so very much our Secretary 
of Education, Rod Paige. Rod is a—he’s 
a straightforward fellow who cares deeply 
about our children. When we say no child 
should be left behind, he means it. He’s 
doing a great job. Mr. Secretary, thank you 
for coming. 

I do want to thank the Members of Con-
gress who are here. I’m especially pleased 
that Senator Kennedy and Senator Gregg 
from the Senate have come. These two 
strange bedfellows worked together to pass 
one of the most comprehensive education 
reform plans in our Nation’s history. They 
care deeply about our country. I’m honored 
that you two are here. 

And also two fine Members from the 
House of Representatives, Chairman Jim 
Sensenbrenner and Congressman Tim Roe-
mer, we’re honored that you’re here. Thank 
you for coming. And thank you for your 
deep concern about our country and its 
future. 

I thank Bob Cole for being here, who’s 
the Chairman of the National Endowment 
for the Humanities. I thank John Carlin, 
who’s the national Archivist, and Cathy 
Gorn, who’s the executive director of Na-
tional History Day. I thank Les Lenkowsky, 
who’s the CEO of the Corporation for Na-
tional and Community Service. I appreciate 
my friend Stephen Goldsmith, who’s chair-
man of the board of directors of the Cor-
poration for National and Community Serv-
ice, for being here. And thank you all for 
coming. 

In the last year, in this last year of Amer-
ican history, we have witnessed acts of sac-
rifice and heroism, compassion and cour-
age, unity and fierce determination. We 
have been reminded that we are citizens 
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with obligations to each other, to our coun-
try, and to our history. 

These examples are particularly impor-
tant for our children. Children reflect the 
values they see in their parents and in their 
heroes. And this is how a culture can be 
strengthened and changed for the better. 

During the last year, our children have 
seen that lasting achievement in life comes 
through sacrifice and service. They’ve seen 
that evil is real but that courage and justice 
can triumph. They’ve seen that America is 
a force for good in the world, bringing 
hope and freedom to other people. 

In recent events, our children have wit-
nessed the great character of America. Yet, 
they also need to know the great cause 
of America. They are seeing Americans 
fight for our country. They also must know 
why their country is worth fighting for. 

Our history is not a story of perfection. 
It’s a story of imperfect people working 
toward great ideals. This flawed nation is 
also a really good nation, and the principles 
we hold are the hope of all mankind. When 
children are given the real history of Amer-
ica, they will also learn to love America. 

Our Founders believed the study of his-
tory and citizenship should be at the core 
of every American’s education. Yet today, 
our children have large and disturbing gaps 
in their knowledge of history. Recent stud-
ies tell us that nearly one in five high 
school seniors think that Germany was an 
ally of the United States in World War 
II. Twenty-eight percent of eighth graders 
do not know the reasons why the Civil War 
was fought. One-third of fourth graders do 
not know what it means to ‘‘pledge alle-
giance to the flag.’’ Graduating seniors at 
some of our leading colleges and univer-
sities cannot correctly identify words from 
the Gettysburg Address or do not know 
that James Madison is the father of the 
Constitution. 

This is more than academic failure. Igno-
rance of American history and civics weak-
ens our sense of citizenship. To be an 
American is not just a matter of blood or 

birth. We are bound by ideals, and our 
children must know those ideals. 

They should know about the nearly im-
possible victory of the Revolutionary War 
and the debates of the Constitutional Con-
vention. They should know the meaning of 
the Declaration of Independence and how 
Abraham Lincoln applied its principles to 
flight—to fight slavery. Our children should 
know why Martin Luther King, Jr., was in 
a Birmingham city jail and why he wrote 
a magnificent letter from that place. Our 
children need to know about America’s lib-
eration of Europe during World War II 
and why the Berlin Wall came down. At 
this very moment, Americans are fighting 
in foreign lands for principles defined at 
our founding, and every American—par-
ticularly every American child—should fully 
understand these principles. 

The primary responsibility for teaching 
history and civics rests with our elementary 
and secondary schools, and they’ve got to 
do their job. The Federal Government can 
help, and today I’m announcing three new 
initiatives spearheaded by the USA Free-
dom Corps and designed to support the 
teaching of American history and civic edu-
cation. 

The first initiative is called We the Peo-
ple—it will be administered by the National 
Endowment for the Humanities—which 
will encourage the teaching of American 
history and civic education. The program 
will provide grants to develop good cur-
ricula, hold training seminars for school-
teachers and university faculty, sponsor a 
lecture series in which acclaimed scholars 
like David McCullough will tell the story 
of great figures from American history, and 
enlist high school students in a national 
essay contest about the principles and 
ideals of America. We will use technology 
to share these important lessons with 
schools and communities throughout Amer-
ica. 

The Federal Government conserves and 
protects some of our greatest national treas-
ures, and we need to make them more 
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readily available to Americans in their 
schools and local communities. Our second 
initiative is called Our Documents, an inno-
vative project that will be run by the Na-
tional Archives and the National History 
Day. This project will use the Internet to 
bring 100 of America’s most important doc-
uments from the National Archives to class-
rooms and communities across the country, 
to provide lesson plans, and to foster com-
petitions and discussions about these defin-
ing moments in our history. 

Students and their teachers will see doc-
uments online in their original form, well-
known documents such as our Constitution 
or the Emancipation Proclamation or the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964. They will also 
see other important but less widely avail-
able documents, such as the Lee Resolu-
tion, which first proposed independence for 
American colonies, and Jefferson’s secret 
message to Congress regarding the explo-
ration of the West. 

Third, early next year we will convene 
a White House Forum on American His-
tory, Civics, and Service. We will discuss 
new policies to improve the teaching of 

history and civics in elementary and sec-
ondary schools and in our colleges and uni-
versities. We will hear from educators and 
scholars about ways to better monitor stu-
dents’ understanding of American history 
and civics and how to make more of our 
great national treasures—how to make 
them more accessible and more relevant 
to the lives of our students. 

American children are not born knowing 
what they should cherish—are not born 
knowing why they should cherish American 
values. A love of democratic principles 
must be taught. 

A poet once said, ‘‘What we have loved, 
others will love, and we will teach them 
how.’’ We love our country, and we must 
teach our children to do the same. And 
when we do, they will carry on our heritage 
of freedom into the future. 

Thank you all for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:42 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to historian David 
McCullough; and Bruce Cole, Chairman, 
National Endowment for the Humanities. 

Remarks at a Luncheon for Senatorial Candidate Lamar Alexander in 
Nashville, Tennessee 
September 17, 2002 

Thank you all very much. Thanks. Thank 
you. Thanks a lot. Thank you, ‘‘Senator.’’ 
[Laughter] There’s no doubt in my mind 
Lamar Alexander will make a great—a lot 
of great contributions to our Nation. But 
one of the lasting contributions he will 
make is a contribution he made before 
when he held office, and that is, he brought 
honor and dignity to the office to which 
he had been elected. 

I’m proud to be back in Tennessee. I 
want to thank you all for having me here. 
I’m proud to come back and say as clearly 
as I can to the citizens of Tennessee, 

Lamar Alexander should become the next 
United States Senator. And there’s a lot 
of reasons why, and one of them is because 
he married well. Like me, he married a 
Texan. And like me, he married above him-
self. We appreciate Honey, and she’s a class 
act like Lamar is, and I’m proud to know 
them both. 

I wish my wife were here with me. You 
may remember, or maybe you don’t know, 
but when I married Laura, she was a public 
school librarian. She didn’t care for politics; 
she didn’t like politicians. Now here she 
is, the First Lady of the United States. 
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Thank goodness. What a fabulous job she 
is doing. I bring her greetings to Lamar 
and Honey and all of you all. She is doing 
great, by the way. She’s settled in. Public 
housing is all right there in Washington. 
[Laughter] 

I do want to thank the members of the 
mighty Tennessee delegation who are here, 
starting with Fred Thompson. There’s only 
one man in this State who can fill the shoes 
of Fred Thompson, and that’s Lamar Alex-
ander. And Fred, thank you for your serv-
ice. I appreciate his service to Tennessee 
and to America. Fortunately, he isn’t quit-
ting early. He’s still got some—he’s got 
some—he’s got a task ahead there on the 
floor of the Senate, and that’s to make sure 
I get a Homeland Security Department that 
is unfettered from Government rules and 
bureaucracies, a Homeland Security De-
partment that will allow this President and 
future Presidents to move people to the 
right place at the right time, in order to 
protect the homeland from an enemy which 
still hates us. And Fred Thompson is lead-
ing that charge. And as he succeeds and 
when he succeeds, he will leave behind 
a fabulous legacy for future administrations 
and Senators. Fred, thank you. You’ve been 
a great Senator. 

I appreciate Senator Bill Frist. He too 
is a fine Senator. You sent two good ones 
up there, and you’re about to send another 
good one in Lamar. But thank you for 
being here, Senator Frist. I appreciate the 
next Governor of the State of Tennessee, 
Van Hilleary, for joining us today. I want 
to thank Ed Bryant, and I want to thank 
Zach Wamp as well for being here. I hope 
these Congressmen are here to hear my 
speeches. I hope it’s not just to get a free 
ride on Air Force One heading back to 
Washington. Either way, you’ll find the 
speeches are probably too long and the ac-
commodations on Air Force One is just 
fine. But these are fine Members of the 
Congress. I’m proud to work with them. 

I’m also traveling today—since we’re 
going to a school here in Nashville, I’m 

traveling with our Secretary of Education, 
Rod Paige, who’s doing such a fantastic job 
on behalf of the children of America. And 
Rod, thank you for coming. 

I want to thank all those who helped 
put on this event. I want to thank Ted 
Welch. I want to thank Beth Harwell and 
Stephanie Chivers. I want to thank my 
friend David Kustoff. I want to thank all 
of you all who are involved in grassroots 
politics. 

One thing people like Lamar and I un-
derstand is that we can’t win without the 
folks who are willing to dial the telephones 
and put the signs in the yards and make 
sure the mailers go out on time, make sure 
the voters go up to vote. I want to thank 
you for what you have done, and I want 
to thank you for what you’re going to do. 
It is really important that you go back to 
your coffee shops, your houses of worship, 
your community centers, and remind the 
good people of Tennessee what a fine lead-
er Lamar Alexander has been, is, and will 
be on behalf of the people of Tennessee. 

He should win this race just on what 
he has done. He was one of the great Gov-
ernors of this State. He’s one of the most 
imaginative and reform-oriented Secretaries 
of Education. He’d been in higher edu-
cation. He loves his family. He loves his 
country. He’s got fabulous values. The 
thing I appreciate about him is that he 
does not rest on his laurels; he’s a forward-
thinking man. He knows that we’ve got to 
continue to work together to challenge the 
status quo when we find our children 
trapped in mediocre schools. He under-
stands that mediocrity must be challenged. 
He challenged—liked to challenge what I 
call the soft bigotry of low expectations. 
It’s going to be good to have a man in 
the United States Senate who will stand 
by my side to insist upon strong account-
ability, to make sure that no child in Amer-
ica—not one single child—gets left behind 
in our public education system. 

As Lamar mentioned, we’re going over 
to a school here in Nashville to talk about 
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the importance of teaching history and 
civics to our Nation’s youth, that we want 
to make sure that when we talk about 
how—why we defend liberty, they under-
stand the history of liberty; they understand 
the great ideals of our country and the 
values that make America the greatest na-
tion on the face of the Earth. I look for-
ward to going with Lamar over to East 
Literature Magnet School to talk about the 
promise of America and the hope for a 
better world, not only here but around the 
world. He understands the value of edu-
cation. 

He also understands the need to make 
sure our economy grows. In Washington, 
sometimes when you listen to the rhetoric 
of some of them up there, they believe 
Government creates jobs. See, the role of 
Government is not to create wealth but 
an environment in which the entrepreneur 
and small business can flourish, so people 
can find work. And that’s why it’s going 
to be important to have somebody who un-
derstands that when you let a person keep 
more of their own money, that person is 
likely to demand a good or a service. And 
when they demand a good or a service 
in this country, in this system, somebody 
is likely to produce the good or a service. 
And when somebody produces the good or 
a service, somebody is more likely to find 
work. 

And the whole economic package of this 
administration is based upon jobs. We will 
do everything in our power to make sure 
that jobs are available for people who want 
to work, and that starts with letting people 
keep more of their own money. The inter-
esting thing is, we have passed this tax re-
lief plan, and yet because of a quirk in 
the law, a quirk in the Senate rules, the 
law goes away after 10 years. That’s kind 
of a hard one to explain to the ranchers 
in Crawford, Texas: ‘‘We’re going to cut 
your taxes, but we’re really not cutting 
them.’’ What we’ve got to make sure is, 
you send the United States Senator from 
Tennessee who will make the tax cuts per-

manent on behalf of the working people 
of this State. 

By the way, one of the things we did 
in our tax relief package, besides laying the 
groundwork for economic growth, was we 
started putting the death tax on its way 
to extinction. The death tax is bad for Ten-
nessee farmers. The death tax is bad for 
Tennessee ranchers. The death tax is bad 
for Tennessee entrepreneurs. The death tax 
is just plain bad. And you better send you 
a Senator up there who will get rid of 
the death tax once and for all. 

The foundation for economic growth is 
strong here in America. Inflation is down. 
Interest rates are low. Productivity of the 
American worker is up. But one of the 
things that you need to be concerned about 
is Congress overspending, is Congress not 
understanding the need for fiscal responsi-
bility, so that our economy continues to 
grow. If Congress overspends, it will serve 
as a drag on economic vitality. You see, 
some of them up there don’t understand 
whose money we’re spending. We don’t 
spend the Government’s money in Wash-
ington; we’re spending your money. And 
it’s important to have United States Sen-
ators like Thompson and Frist who under-
stand fiscal sanity is important in Wash-
ington. 

See, every program sounds great up 
there. Everybody’s idea sounds wonderful. 
The problem, in Washington terms, they’ve 
all got billions of dollars’ worth of price 
tags attached to them. They can’t even get 
a budget out of the United States Senate. 
We need a budget. If you don’t have a 
budget, the likelihood that—the likelihood 
is, the Senate is going to overspend. How 
can you set priorities without a budget? 
And my priorities are defending the Amer-
ican people, making sure the homeland is 
secure. And therefore, we need to have 
Senators in Washington, DC, who are there 
to protect the taxpayers’ money, to be fis-
cally sound. 

No, I’ve got a veto, and I intend to use 
it if they overspend. But it would certainly 
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be helpful to have Senators up there that 
don’t cause me—necessary to use it. 

I appreciate the fact that I’ll be able 
to work with Lamar on making sure the 
good people who I nominate to our Federal 
benches will not only get a fair hearing 
but a speedy hearing and will get approved. 
The country got to see what happens when 
the Senate gets so politicized that they 
won’t give people a fair hearing when it 
comes to judicial nominees. 

I named a fabulous woman out of Texas, 
named Priscilla Owen, to the Fifth Court. 
And they distorted her record. She had the 
highest ranking from the ABA, and yet hav-
ing listened to the rhetoric coming out of 
a highly politicized and polarized com-
mittee, you never would have realized how 
qualified she is. She was turned down for 
purely political purposes. For the sake of 
a Federal judiciary that is strong and solid, 
we need United States Senators like Lamar 
Alexander who will be fair and reasonable 
and realistic and will not play politics with 
the President’s judicial nominees. 

And I look forward to having this good 
man in the United States Senate to stand 
side by side with me to help fulfill the 
most important role we have in Wash-
ington, and that’s to protect the homeland. 
Our most important job is to protect an 
enemy which still exists and still hates from 
taking other lives. 

People say, ‘‘Well, you know, are you 
sure they’re still out there?’’ Yes, I’m sure, 
and I know they still hate. I want you to 
tell your children who ask the question, 
‘‘Why would America be under attack,’’ to 
look them square in the eye and tell them, 
‘‘It’s because we love freedom, is why we’re 
under attack.’’ We hold freedom dear. We 
love the idea of worshiping freely in Amer-
ica, and we’ll never let go of our freedoms. 
And so long as we hold dear to our free-
doms, the enemy will hate us, because they 
hate freedom. These are people that do 
not value human life. And here in America, 
we say, ‘‘Everybody matters. Each life is 
precious. Everybody counts.’’ These are 

people who hijacked a great religion in 
order to justify their murder. 

So our most important job is to do every-
thing we can to make sure our homeland 
is secure. And it starts with an issue that 
I talked to you about that Fred’s working 
on, and that is to combine the agencies 
involved with homeland security in such a 
way that we can properly enforce our bor-
ders, for example. We need to know who’s 
coming into America. We need to know 
what they’re bringing into America. We 
need to know if they’re leaving America 
when they say they’re going to leave Amer-
ica. 

And yet when you look down at our bor-
ders, north and south, there are three dif-
ferent United States agencies involved with 
the security of our border, Customs, INS, 
and Border Patrol, all of them manned by 
very fine men and women, all of them 
staffed by hard-working Americans. But 
they’ve got different cultures, different 
strategies. It makes no sense for the Presi-
dent not to be able to put the right people 
at the right place at the right time to pro-
tect the homeland. 

And the problem is, in the United States 
Senate, they’re more interested in Washing-
ton’s special interests than they are in the 
interests of protecting the American people. 
I hope they get a good bill out of the 
Senate before they go home to campaign. 
But I’m going to make good on my promise 
that if the flexibility is not in the bill, the 
flexibility that Fred is so hard working on, 
that I’m going to use my veto power. I 
will not accept a lousy bill that makes it 
impossible for the President—this President 
or future Presidents—to do what the Amer-
ican people expect, and that’s to protect 
the homeland. 

The best way to secure the homeland, 
the best way to make sure that we protect 
our children and our children’s future, the 
best way to defend freedom and civilization 
itself, is to hunt the killers down, one per-
son at a time, and bring them to justice, 
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which is exactly what the United States of 
America is going to do. 

We’re in a different kind of war. But 
make no mistake about it, it’s still war. In 
the old days, you could count the enemy’s 
tanks or airplanes or ships, and say, ‘‘Well, 
look how much we demolished,’’ or ‘‘Their 
industrial capacity can’t keep up with the 
war demands, and therefore, they’re dimin-
ished as an enemy.’’ This is a different kind 
of enemy. Remember, these are the kind 
of enemies that hide in caves. They find 
the darkest cave they can find. They bur-
row in there, and then they send some 
youngster to their suicidal death. These are 
people that hate. These are people that 
take innocent life at the drop of a hat. 
These people are resourceful, and they’re 
wily, and they’re determined. But they are 
not as determined as the mighty United 
States of America. There is no cave deep 
enough; there’s no neighborhood dark 
enough for them to hide in, as far as I’m 
concerned. 

And thanks to a coalition of countries 
that love freedom as much as we do, and 
thanks to a fantastic United States military, 
we’re making good progress on the war 
against these killers. Just read your news-
paper. The other day, the fellow that 
thought he wanted to be 20th hijacker is 
in custody. He’s off the streets. He thought 
he could hide. He thought he could run. 
He thought he could escape the justice of 
the United States of America. No matter 
how long it takes, this mighty Nation will 
do everything is required to defend our 
freedom. 

I bet we’ve hauled in over 2,500 of them 
so far. I say ‘‘we’’—it’s not just the America 
military; it’s our friends and allies. Remem-
ber the doctrine, ‘‘Either you’re with us, 
or you’re with the enemy,’’ and that doc-
trine still stands. And as a result, over a 
couple thousand of them have been hauled 
in, and that number—about the same num-
ber met a different fate. They weren’t as 
lucky. 

And another doctrine still stands. It says, 
‘‘If you harbor a terrorist, if you feed a 
terrorist, if you house a terrorist, you’re 
just as guilty as those who murdered thou-
sands of innocent American lives.’’ And the 
Taliban found out what we want. I want 
you to remind your children, with all—in 
the midst of all this war talk, the midst 
of the—on the television screens seeing our 
troops and all the stuff going on—remind 
them that this mighty Nation went into a 
country, as we upheld that doctrine, not 
to conquer anybody but to liberate a people 
from the clutches of one of the most bar-
baric regimes in the history of mankind. 
Thanks to the United States and our friends 
and allies, many young girls, for the first 
time, go to school. 

No, this great, compassionate Nation will 
not only defend our Nation; we will believe 
in freedom for everybody. See, we think 
everybody matters, every life counts, every 
person has got worth, whether they be 
American or anywhere else around the 
globe. 

Speaking about barbaric regimes, we 
must deal with probably one of the most— 
not probably—one of the most real threats 
we face, and that is the idea of a barbaric 
regime teaming up with a terrorist network 
and providing weapons of mass destruction, 
to hold the United States and our allies 
and our friends blackmail. 

I gave a speech at the United Nations. 
I said, for the sake of peace, for the sake 
of security, after 11 years of not doing what 
he said he would do, it is time for us to 
deal with the true threats; it’s time with 
us to deal with Saddam Hussein; it’s time 
for us to secure the peace. The United 
Nations must act. It’s a time for them to 
determine whether or not they’ll be the 
United Nations or the League of Nations. 
It’s time to determine whether or not 
they’ll be a force for good and peace or 
an ineffective debating society. The United 
States will remain strong in our conviction 
that we must not and will not allow the 
world’s worst leaders to hold the United 
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States and our friends and allies blackmail 
or threaten us with the world’s worst weap-
ons. 

I have asked Congress to support me 
in this war. And I must say, the bipartisan 
support has been strong, and I appreciate 
that. But Congress has been lacking in one 
area. I requested the most—the largest in-
crease in defense spending since Ronald 
Reagan was the President, for two reasons. 
One, anytime we send our troops into 
harm’s way, they deserve the best pay, the 
best training, and the best possible equip-
ment. And secondly, I wanted to send a 
message to friend and foe alike that the 
United States is not going to relent in our 
quest for freedom, that we’re in this deal 
for the long haul, that there’s not a cal-
endar on my desk that says by such-and-
such a date, we quit. See, that’s not what 
you do when you face an enemy which 
hates. That’s not what you do when you 
know that history has called us to defend 
our freedoms. 

I say the Congress failed because the 
House passed a defense bill and the Senate 
passed a defense bill, but they haven’t got-
ten together to get me a defense bill yet. 
They need to act. The leadership in Wash-
ington needs to move a defense bill to my 
desk as quickly as possible. They not 
ought—they ought not to play politics with 
the defense appropriations bill in the midst 
of a war, a war that will define civilization 
itself. 

I don’t know what got into the enemy 
when they hit us. They must have thought 
the Nation was so materialistic and so self-
absorbed and so selfish and so shallow that 
after September the 11th, 2001, all we 
would do is file a lawsuit or two. They 
didn’t understand America. They don’t 
know that when they struck us, they struck 
a mighty nation that loves freedom. They 
didn’t realize that out of the evil done to 
this country can come incredible good. And 
I believe that. I believe that by remaining 
tough and strong on terror, by working with 
nations around the world and reminding 

them the stakes—about the stakes, by al-
ways adhering to the ideals that make our 
Nation strong, that we can achieve peace. 

I want you to tell your kids, my dream 
is peace. I want the world to be a peaceful 
world, not only for our children but chil-
dren everywhere. I want there to be peace 
in the Middle East, and I believe by re-
maining tough and strong, we can achieve 
peace in the Middle East. I believe we 
can achieve peace in South Asia. I under-
stand that the hurdles are going to be great, 
and there’s going to be rough moments. 
But the enemy has given us a chance to 
achieve some good out of the evil, by real-
izing peace. 

And here at home, we have a chance 
to foster a more compassionate society. In 
the midst of our plenty, there are people 
who hurt in America. There are people 
who are addicted, who are lonely. There 
are people who wonder whether or not the 
so-called American Dream is meant for 
them. I understand that Government can 
hand out money, and we do a pretty darn 
good job of it. But what Government can-
not do is put hope into people’s hearts or 
a sense of purpose in people’s lives. That 
is done when a fellow American puts their 
arm around somebody who hurts and says, 
‘‘I love you. What can I do to help you?’’ 

There’s a new spirit in America, thanks 
to what happened on September the 11th. 
We still mourn for the loss of life, but 
there are thousands of our fellow citizens 
who have asked the question, ‘‘How can 
I help?’’ And they’ve heard the call: You 
can help fight evil by doing good. You can 
fight evil by loving your neighbor just like 
you’d like to be loved yourself. 

No, in this country, there’s a new sense 
of responsibility. People are learning that 
being a patriot is more than just putting 
your hand over your heart and saying the 
pledge allegiance. Being a patriot is serving 
a cause greater than yourself. The enemy 
hit us, but they didn’t know who they were 
hitting. They’ve—they hit a country with 
a strong spirit, a strong sense of purpose, 
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a strong drive to make sure that every sin-
gle citizen has a chance. 

And so I remind my fellow Americans, 
it doesn’t take much to be a part of a 
change, to be a part of the gathering mo-
mentum of millions of acts of kindness that 
will define the true face of our country. 
Mentor a child. Go to a shut-in’s house 
and say, ‘‘Can I help you?’’ Be a part of 
the Boys and Girls Clubs. I met a young 
man who—today who wants to run a—is 
going to run an after-school program in 
the Boys and Girls Club. He’s a junior in 
high school. He heard the call. Join the 
Peace Corps. If you’re a youngster, be a 
member of the USA Freedom Corps. Serve 
a country by serving a neighbor in need. 
And that’s what’s taking place. 

You know, I first got into politics because 
I believed our culture ought to change 
from one that said, ‘‘If it feels good, do 
it,’’ and ‘‘If you’ve got a problem, blame 
somebody else,’’ to a culture which says, 
‘‘Each of us are responsible for the deci-
sions we make in life.’’ And if you’re a 
mom or a dad, you’re responsible for loving 
your children with all your heart and all 
your soul. If you’re living in Nashville, Ten-
nessee, you’re responsible for the quality 
of education in the neighborhoods; you’re 
responsible for the quality of life. If you’re 
running a corporation in America, you’re 
responsible to your shareholders and your 
employees to tell the truth and not lie 
about your books. If you’re a responsible 
America, it means you love your neighbor 
just like you’d like to be loved yourself. 
And that’s what’s happening. 

There’s no question in my mind this 
great country is going to rise to the chal-
lenges we face. There’s no doubt in my 
mind that by remaining strong and stead-
fast, we can win the war on terror and 
help the world become more peaceful. And 
there’s no doubt in my mind that we can 
find those dark corners of hopelessness and 
help bring light, by loving them—by loving 
a neighbor in need. 

You know why I say ‘‘no doubt in my 
mind’’? Because this is the finest country 
on the face of the Earth, full of the most 
decent, honorable people. I’m proud you 
came today. I’m proud to support Lamar 
Alexander. 

May God bless you all, and may God 
bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. in 
the East Exhibit Hall at the Nashville Con-
vention Center. In his remarks, he referred 
to Honey Alexander, wife of candidate Lamar 
Alexander; Tennessee gubernatorial can-
didate Van Hilleary; Ted Welch, finance 
chairman, Alexander for Senate; Beth 
Harwell, chairman, and Stephanie Chivers, 
national committeewoman, Tennessee Re-
publican Party; David Kustoff, candidate for 
Tennessee’s Seventh Congressional District; 
Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al Qaida operative 
suspected of helping to plan the September 
11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was captured 
in Karachi, Pakistan; President Saddam Hus-
sein of Iraq; and Boys and Girls Club volun-
teer Harry Ingle, Jr. 

Remarks at East Literature Magnet School in Nashville 
September 17, 2002 

Thank you all for coming. Thanks for 
that warm welcome—really warm welcome. 
[Laughter] Across America today, Ameri-
cans are reciting 31 world—words that help 

define our country. In one sentence, we 
affirm our form of government, our belief 
in human dignity, our unity as a people, 
and our reliance on Providence. 
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And this pledge takes on a special mean-
ing in a time of war. Our enemies hate 
these words. That’s what you’ve got to un-
derstand. They hate the words, and they 
want to erase them. We’re determined to 
stand for these words and live them out 
in our lives. Our allegiance has never been 
stronger. We’ve never been more deter-
mined. And we must work to teach our 
children to love our Nation as much as 
we do. 

I want to thank you all for coming today. 
I particularly want to thank our Secretary 
of Education for traveling with me, Rod 
Paige. I picked Rod out of a lot of really 
good candidates because I wanted some-
body to be in Washington who had actually 
been on the frontlines of educating every 
child. We didn’t need any more theory in 
Washington. We needed people that had 
actually done. And when we talk about rais-
ing the bar and challenging the soft bigotry 
of low expectations, so that every child can 
learn, when we talk about having an ac-
countability system to make sure no child 
is left behind, our Secretary of Education 
has actually done it. He ran one of the 
largest school districts in my State, our 
State, and he did so with class and dignity. 
And the children of Houston, Texas, are 
better off for it. Mr. Secretary, thank you 
for coming. 

I’m also proud to be sharing the stage 
with another superintendent, Pedro Garcia. 
Mucho gusto, Pedro. Pedro is a good lead-
er. It’s very interesting—we were talking 
before we came out here and Pedro was 
a part of what they call Operation Pedro 
Pan—Operation Peter Pan. So, by the way, 
was a member of my Cabinet, Mel Mar-
tinez. When both Pedro and Mel were 
young men, their parents wanted their chil-
dren to grow up in freedom, so they put 
them on an airplane to a foreign land. They 
had great faith in America, faith—so much 
faith in the ideals of our country that they 
were willing to trust their teenage children 
with a stranger in a foreign country. And 
they came and were loved. I don’t know 

about, Pedro, whether your mom and dad 
came, but Mel’s mother and daddy came. 

And I want you all to remember these 
stories about Pedro, who’s now your super-
intendent of school, or Mel, who’s in my 
Cabinet, that this country offered so much 
hope and so much promise, because we 
believe so strongly in freedom that people 
such as the Garcias and the Martinezes 
were willing to give up their children so 
they could grow up in a free society. I 
love the story of Pedro Pan. I love the 
job you’re doing, and I wish you all the 
best. 

And I’m also so appreciative for Kaye, 
Kaye Schneider, the principal of East Lit-
erature Magnet School, for opening up this 
school. She said it’s been an amazing expe-
rience. I bet it has, with all these—[laugh-
ter]—all these advance people and all the 
entourage here. But thanks for opening up 
this great school. I’m here because this is 
a center of excellence, a school that refuses 
to leave any child behind, and it starts with 
having a good, solid, sound principal. So 
Kaye, thank you very much. 

I want to thank all the teachers who are 
here. Thank you for taking on a noble pro-
fession. Old Sam Houston, he used to live 
in Tennessee. And at one time he had been 
the Governor of Texas and a Senator from 
Texas. And he was a famous Tennessee 
guy, and he was a President of the Repub-
lic of Texas. And they said, ‘‘Of all the 
jobs you’ve ever had, Sam, what was the 
most important one?’’ He said, without hes-
itation, ‘‘teacher,’’ because he had been a 
teacher. 

I want to thank the mothers and dads 
who are here. Thank you for coming. You 
too are teachers. The best education starts 
at home, by loving your children with all 
your heart and all your soul. I want to 
thank the students who are here. Thanks 
for letting me come by and visit with you. 

I appreciate so very much elected offi-
cials who have come today: Senator Fred 
Thompson, Senator Bill Frist, Congressman 
Zach Wamp, Congressman Van Hilleary, 
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Congressman Bob Clement, Congressman 
Bart Gordon, Congressman Ed Bryant. I 
want to thank your mayor, Bill Purcell, for 
coming as well, the mayor of Nashville. 
Thank my friend Lamar Alexander for 
being here. 

But most of all, I want to thank you 
all for giving me a chance to come and 
share some thoughts. It is very important 
for our youngsters to understand history, 
the history of our country, the ideals that 
make our country strong. This morning in 
the Rose Garden I kicked off a national 
initiative, and I’m going to describe some 
of what we’re going to do to make sure 
that we teach more history to our children. 

Especially important in a time of war 
that our children understand the context 
of why we fight. You see, ours is a history 
of freedom. One of the most precious 
ideals we have is freedom for everybody. 
We love our freedoms. We love the idea 
of being a free society. And throughout our 
history, people have fought for freedom. 
Whether it’s been in the Revolutionary War 
or the heroic struggle to end slavery or 
civil rights wars in the United States Con-
gress or whether it’s World War II where 
we fought to free people from tyranny, the 
history of this Nation has been a history 
of freedom and justice. 

Our children are growing up in a difficult 
time for America, because they see on their 
TV screens the fact that America is now 
a battlefield. When we were kids, or a lot 
of us were kids, growing up, oceans sepa-
rated us from danger. We were confident 
in our ability to resist evil because evil 
could never make it to our shore, unless 
it was created internally. But now we’ve 
entered a new period where we’re vulner-
able. It’s tough for our children to com-
prehend that, I know. 

But you’ve got to understand why we’re 
vulnerable, and that is because there are 
people in the world that hate the fact that 
we love freedom. People cannot stand the 
fact that your great Nation not only allows 
but encourages people to worship an al-

mighty God in any way they want to. We 
welcome that in America. 

We speak our mind freely. All you’ve 
got to do is remember it’s an election year. 
[Laughter] We believe in a free press. And 
we’re not going to change. We love our 
freedoms. Our history has taught us that. 
And today, we love them just as strongly 
as others in the past have. 

The other thing the children are learning 
is the notion of people serving something 
greater than themselves in life. You know, 
I think one of the most defining moments 
of the recent American history was Flight 
93. Flight 93 is an amazing lesson. Laura 
and I had the honor of going to the site 
there in Shanksville, Pennsylvania, the 
other day to hug and cry and visit with 
and smile with—if they wanted to smile— 
with the family members of those brave 
souls who were on that airplane. 

But it’s a lesson of people loving freedom 
so much and loving their country so much, 
that they’re willing to drive a plane into 
the ground to save other people’s lives. 
What a powerful message, that part of 
being an American is to serve something 
greater than yourself, part of being a citizen 
in this great land is to not only take from 
the land but to give. 

So today, when you realize there are 
military people looking in caves in Afghani-
stan or moving around the world to try 
to fight tyranny and terrorism, they do so 
to serve something greater than themselves, 
because of a strong ideal, a strong sense 
of purpose, a strong sense of country. 

You’ve got to understand there are some 
in this world that simply do not adhere 
to the ideals we believe in. In Iraq, they 
don’t put their hand over their heart and 
say, ‘‘Liberty and justice for all.’’ They don’t 
believe in liberty. The dictator who runs 
Iraq doesn’t believe in justice. He only be-
lieves in liberty and justice for those who 
he decides get liberty and justice. 

There’s a lot of talk about Iraq on our 
TV screens, and there should be, because 
we’re trying to figure out how best to make 
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the world a peaceful place. There’s an old 
saying in Tennessee—I know it’s in Texas, 
probably in Tennessee—that says, fool me 
once, shame on—shame on you. Fool me— 
you can’t get fooled again. You’ve got to 
understand the nature of the regime we’re 
dealing with. This is a man who has de-
layed, denied, deceived the world. For the 
sake of liberty and justice for all, the 
United Nations Security Council must act, 
must act in a way to hold this regime to 
account, must not be fooled, must be rel-
evant to keep the peace. 

Part of the American history teaches us 
that we must lead toward a more peaceful 
world. Part of the history of the world 
shows that as threats develop, we must deal 
with them before they become too acute, 
unmanageable. Part of our history is, is that 
we’re a peaceful people. We love and long 
for peace, that we want peace for genera-
tions to come. But sometimes we must act 
in order to achieve the peace. 

And all our history says we believe in 
liberty and justice for all, that we see op-
pression, we cry; that when we found out 
that young girls in Afghanistan could not 
go to school because they were in the 
clutches of one of the most barbaric re-
gimes in the history of mankind, we acted 
not only to uphold doctrine and to fight 
the war against terror, we acted to liberate 
people. Our history shows that we’re not 
a nation which conquers. We’re a nation 
which liberates. 

History is important for our children to 
understand, to give them a better sense 
of how to understand what we do and a 
sense of what it means to be an American, 
a sense of importance of serving something 
greater than yourself in life. 

The first initiative that we’re going to 
put out is called We the People, which 
will encourage American history and civic 
education all around the country. There 
will be a grant program to encourage the 
development of good curricula and a lec-
ture series and essays by high school stu-
dents on liberty and justice and freedom. 

We’ve got a great store of documents 
here in America, and so we’re going to 
put out a program called Our Documents. 
The national Archivist is going to work with 
us to make sure all of the archives of Amer-
ica are now online, so schools can easily 
tap in to find out how our history devel-
oped through the archives of the country. 
It ought to be a really interesting way for 
our students to learn more about America. 

We’re going to have a White House 
forum there in Washington, DC—obvi-
ously, that’s where the White House is— 
in January or February of next year, to 
call in experts as to how better teach our 
history, and at the same time, teach the 
ideals that make us a great nation. We’re 
going to do our part at the Federal level. 
It’s very important that you all do your 
part here in Nashville, Tennessee, and in-
sist upon good civics lessons, the true les-
sons of history, to make sure our children 
understand the ideals that make us great. 

And one of the things our youngsters 
and those of us not quite so young can 
do—and this is important—is to celebrate 
patriotism by loving your neighbor like 
you’d like to be loved yourself. You see, 
it’s important to realize that one person 
can’t do everything to change America, but 
one person can do something. Every child 
who hurts, who receives your love, is part 
of changing America for the better, is part 
of fighting evil with acts of kindness and 
decency. 

I met Harry Ingle, Jr., at Air Force One. 
He’s an East Literature Magnet student. 
He’s a junior. He was out there because 
he is involved with mentoring children. 
He’s a soldier in the army of compassion 
here in Nashville, Tennessee. He’s a part 
of the true strength of America, which is 
neighbor loving neighbor, those of us who 
are on our feet helping those who aren’t 
on their feet. He’s a part of the light that 
can help shine into corners of darkness 
where there may be despair and addiction 
and loneliness. 
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No, part of patriotism is not just to put 
a hand over our heart, but part of being 
a patriot is to serve the ideals of this coun-
try by serving something greater than your-
self. I want the students here to understand 
that this great Nation of ours longs for 
peace, but we also want to practice com-
passion. And you can be a part of the com-
passionate future by helping somebody in 
need. 

It is an honor to be here at this fine 
school, in this fine city, in this great State, 
to celebrate with millions of students all 
across the country the Pledge of Allegiance, 

the Pledge across America. It is my honor 
to be here to remind people of the great 
ideals of the greatest country on the face 
of the Earth. 

May God bless you all, and may God 
bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. in 
the school’s auditorium. In his remarks, he 
referred to Pedro Garcia, director of schools, 
Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools; 
Mayor Bill Purcell of Nashville; and Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on Telecommunications 
Payments to Cuba 
September 17, 2002 

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by section 1705(e)(6) of the 

Cuban Democracy Act of 1992, as amend-
ed by section 102(g) of the Cuban Liberty 
and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) 
Act of 1996, 22 U.S.C. 6004(e)(6), I trans-
mit herewith a semiannual report prepared 
by my Administration detailing payments 
made to Cuba by United States persons 
as a result of the provision of telecommuni-

cations services pursuant to Department of 
the Treasury specific licenses. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
September 17, 2002. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 18. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With Congressional Leaders and an 
Exchange With Reporters 
September 18, 2002 

The President. Listen, I want to thank 
the Vice President and the leadership of 
the Congress for coming down for breakfast 
today. We had a really good discussion 
about our common concerns. The leader-
ship is committed to moving important leg-
islation forward, legislation that will help 
expand our job base. We talked about the 
energy bill. We talked about terrorism in-

surance. We talked about the defense ap-
propriations. We talked about the appro-
priations process. 

We also talked about Iraq. We talked 
about the fact that Saddam Hussein has 
stiffed the United Nations for 11 long years 
and that, once again, he said—made some 
kind of statement, trying to take the pres-
sure off of himself. This statement about 
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unconditional inspections was something 
he’s made in the past. He deceives. He 
delays. He denies. And the United States 
and, I’m convinced, the world community, 
aren’t going to fall for that kind of rhetoric 
on—by him again. 

We talked about a resolution out of Con-
gress and how it was important for us to 
work with Congress to pass a strong resolu-
tion. I told the Members that within the 
next couple of days this administration will 
develop language as—that we think is nec-
essary. And we look forward to working 
with both Republicans and Democrats to 
get a resolution passed. 

I want to thank the leadership for its 
commitment to get a resolution done be-
fore Members go home for the election 
break. I think it’s an important signal. It’s 
an important signal for the country, but 
as importantly, it’s an important signal for 
the world to see that this country is united 
in our resolve to deal with threats that we 
face. 

And so, thank you all for coming. I’ll 
take a couple of questions: Fournier [Ron 
Fournier, Associated Press], Keil [Richard 
Keil, Bloomberg News]. 

Iraqi Acceptance of U.N. Inspections 
Q. Like it or not, is it accurate to say 

that Saddam playing his move has made 
the allies go wobbly—— 

The President. Do what now? 
Q. Has Saddam’s latest move helped 

make the allies go wobbly on it? 
The President. Oh, all they’ve got to do 

is look at the record. It’s his latest ploy, 
his latest attempt not to be held account-
able for defying the United Nations. He’s 
not going to fool anybody. I mean, he is— 
we’ve seen him before. And we’ll remind 
the world that by defying the United Na-
tions he is becoming more and more threat 
to world peace. And I’m convinced that 

the world understands the ploy. And one 
of the jobs the United States has is to re-
mind people about not only the threat but 
the fact that his defiance has weakened the 
United Nations. And the United Nations, 
in order for the world to be a more peace-
ful place, must rise up and deal with this 
threat and hold him to account. And that’s 
what we expect out of the Security Council. 

Dick. 

U.N. Security Council 
Q. Mr. President, a follow on Ron’s 

question. Do you think that you’ll be able 
to persuade France and Russia to go along 
with us on whatever it is you and the Con-
gress decide to do? And frankly, sir, is that 
necessary? Are you prepared to go it alone? 

The President. Listen, we’re speculating 
about what nations are going to do. I’m 
convinced that when we continue to make 
the case about his defiance, his deception, 
his—the fact that time and time again, doz-
ens of times, he has told the world, ‘‘Oh, 
I will comply,’’ and he never does—that 
the nations which long for peace and care 
about the validity of the United Nations 
will join us. 

And so we’re going to work hard to con-
tinue to make the case. I think reasonable 
people understand this man is unreason-
able. And reasonable people understand 
that this is just a ploy; this is a tactic; this 
is a way to try to say to the world, ‘‘Oh, 
I’m a wonderful, peaceful fellow,’’ when, 
in fact, he not only kills his own people, 
he’s terrorized his neighborhood, and he’s 
developing weapons of mass destruction. 
We must deal with him. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:03 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. 
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Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Vaclav Havel of the Czech 
Republic 
September 18, 2002 

President Bush. Mr. President, welcome 
to the Oval Office. Are you going to inter-
pret? We’re so glad you are here. It’s my 
honor to welcome a truly remarkable per-
son, a man who symbolizes courage and 
determination, and a man who loves free-
dom. 

Mr. President, you are a unique person 
who has helped change the world. I am 
proud to call you friend, and my Nation 
is proud to call the Czech Republic friend 
as well. I look forward to our discussion 
about important issues today, and I also 
look forward to having a dinner tonight. 

So, welcome. Welcome to our capital, 
and welcome to the Oval Office. 

The President is going to say some re-
marks here. 

President Havel. I would like to thank 
Mr. President for his kind words on my 
address. I’m very moved. I thank you for 
your hospitality, for the time which Laura 
Bush and you made for us. And I hope 
we shall have important and interesting dis-

cussions about the future of human rights 
and about human security. 

I would like, publicly, to thank you for 
your solidarity and your support during ter-
rible floods which were in my country. I 
would like to assure you that the Czech 
Republic is and will remain good friend 
of the United States, good ally. I hope that 
the next step will be done in the summit 
of NATO, which will be in Prague, which 
is for us a big honor. 

I think that now it will be important 
if NATO will able to identify itself, to find 
its new identity in this very changed world. 
And especially now, after 11th of Sep-
tember, I think there is a lot of new kind 
of evil in this world, and it is necessary 
to face this evil and to face all who support 
it. 

Thank you. 
President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Presi-

dent. Thank you for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:12 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. 

Remarks on Preventive Cancer Screenings 
September 18, 2002 

The President. Thank you for coming. 
Please be seated. Gosh, thanks for the 
warm welcome. Welcome to the White 
House. I’m glad you’re here. 

The fight against cancer has seen major 
victories and is on the verge of major 
breakthroughs. It’s important for Americans 
to understand. Medical science is helping 
cancer victims survive and helping survivors 
lead better lives. With exercise, nutrition, 
and changed behavior, we can reduce the 
chances of developing cancer. With well-

funded research, we are pushing toward 
new cancer therapies and new cancer cures. 
The commitment of this Nation is clear: 
We will win the fight against cancer. 

I appreciate our Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, Tommy Thompson, for 
being here and being on the leading edge 
of this fight. He is a general in the war 
against cancer. I want to thank our Sec-
retary of Agriculture, Ann Veneman, who 
is with us today. Thank you for coming, 
Annie. 
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I appreciate the Members of the United 
States Congress who are here today. Two 
fine Senators, Senators Gregg and 
Brownback, of New Hampshire and Kansas, 
respectively—thank you all for coming— 
three Members from the House of Rep-
resentatives: Deborah Pryce, Roger Wicker, 
and Sue Myrick. We’re honored you all 
are here. Thanks for coming. 

I’m honored that Andy von Eschenbach 
is here, who is the Director of the National 
Cancer Institute. Andy, thanks for com-
ing—my fellow Texan. [Laughter] I appre-
ciate the Director of the National Institutes 
of Health, Elias Zerhouni, is here. Elias, 
thanks for coming. The Surgeon General 
is here, Rich Carmona. Rich, I appreciate 
you being here. Julie Gerberding, who is 
the Director of the Centers for Disease 
Control, is with us as well. Good to meet 
you. 

I’m honored to be on the stage with 
some courageous Americans, survivors of 
cancer: Paige Brown, Trischa Goldman, 
Jamal Rasheed, Cynthia Rubin, Matthew 
Skowronski, and, of course, Lance Arm-
strong. Thank you all for coming. I appre-
ciate you being here. 

Our progress against cancer is dramatic, 
and it’s improving. We know that focused 
and sustained efforts can make a huge dif-
ference, because we have seen survival 
rates rise. Lance Armstrong’s inspiring ca-
reer is striking proof that testicular cancer 
survivors can go on to lead extraordinary 
lives. Thanks to the advances in science, 
5-year survival rates for testicular cancer 
have reached an amazing 95 percent. That’s 
progress. 

Overall, more than 60 percent of the 
Americans diagnosed with cancer today can 
expect to be alive in 5 years. The survival 
rate for children after 10 years is approach-
ing 70 percent. Today, 8.9 million Ameri-
cans are cancer survivors. And research and 
new technology offer hope, offer a lot of 
hope that this number will continue to 
grow significantly. Every life, every name, 

is a triumph of medicine and a triumph 
of hope. 

Given the statistics, the good news about 
cancer survivors also presents a real chal-
lenge to our country. Cancer survivors need 
high-quality followup care to detect early 
signs of recurrence and to treat other prob-
lems that come from the illness and its 
treatment. For example, many childhood 
cancer survivors do not receive any fol-
lowup care after being treated and cured. 
Because cancer treatments can harm grow-
ing tissues, children are particularly vulner-
able to recurrences and complications. 

The National Cancer Institute, under 
Andy’s lead, is committed to improving the 
long-term care for all survivors of cancer 
and especially for our children. NCI-funded 
scientists are exploring new ways to en-
hance high-quality, followup care. 

We must also accelerate our progress 
against cancer itself. Despite all our gains, 
the disease continues to take a terrible toll 
on our country. Despite all the progress, 
there are some startling statistics that break 
my heart. More than 1,500 Americans die 
from cancer every day. Three out of every 
four American families will have at least 
one family member diagnosed with cancer. 
Scientists, health care providers, and public 
health professionals are working tirelessly 
to find cures for this disease, and they need 
our full—full support. 

My 2003 budget would increase funding 
for cancer research by $629 million, for 
a total investment in cancer research 
throughout the National Institutes of 
Health of more than $5 billion. In order 
to win the war against cancer, we must 
fund the war against cancer. And I appre-
ciate the Members of Congress here, who 
are committed to making sure this budget 
gets—gets enacted, soon. [Laughter] 

Prevention is critical. And we’re just be-
ginning to make progress on cancer preven-
tion. There are smart choices all Americans 
can make to reduce our chances of disease, 
choices we’re promoting in our 
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HealthierUS Initiative. Even modest im-
provements in diet, in fitness, and behavior 
can help prevent many serious health prob-
lems, including cancer. 

There’s a growing body of evidence that 
a diet rich in fruits and vegetables reduces 
the risk of cancer and other chronic dis-
eases. In fact, it’s been estimated that die-
tary changes could reduce cancer deaths 
in the United States by a third. I’m going 
to start eating broccoli. [Laughter] I want 
to be a part of the third. [Laughter] 

Regular exercise is another way to pre-
vent illness and add years to your life. Last 
June, I signed an Executive order directing 
Federal agencies to work together to de-
velop new policies to promote fitness. I 
reconstituted the President’s Council on 
Physical Fitness and Sports. I named Lynn 
Swann to head the Council. Exercise is a 
really important part of my life, and I urge 
all Americans to make it an important part 
of your life as well. 

Of course, when it comes to behavior, 
there are healthy choices we can all 
make—like, don’t smoke—in addition to a 
nutritious diet, regular exercise, and smart 
choices. Preventative health screenings can 
also help save lives. They can detect many 
forms of cancer at earlier, less dangerous 
stages, allowing doctors to defeat a cancer 
before it spreads. 

Last month, Secretary of Agriculture Ann 
Veneman learned that she has breast can-
cer. This is one of the hardest things a 
woman can hear from her doctor and one 
of the toughest challenges any family will 
face, including the White House family. 
Fortunately, Secretary Veneman’s cancer 
was diagnosed at a very early and curable 
stage. The good news is, her doctors expect 
her to enjoy a full recovery. 

I checked with her in the Oval Office 
before coming over here, just to make sure 
she’s going to show up for work. [Laughter] 
The good news for me is, she is going 
to carry out her responsibilities during her 
treatment. I appreciate her courage. I’m 
really proud of her. Our prayers are with 

her. I’m proud of the example she sets. 
She is—I knew I picked an extraordinary 
person when I named her to run—the Sec-
retary of Agriculture. I didn’t realize I was 
going to pick an heroic figure as well, an 
example for many people, to understand 
the need to—the need to get a mammo-
gram, the need to take care of yourself, 
the need to screen early, the need to un-
derstand that we can stop cancer in its 
tracks if we all take wise moves. And so, 
Ann, thank you for your example. 

I’ve tried to do the same thing myself. 
Earlier this year, to detect whether or not 
I could be infected with colorectal cancer, 
I had a screening. Turns out everything 
the President does is in the public view. 
[Laughter] 

Screenings can save lives, and that’s im-
portant. None of us are immune. All of 
us can be wise about how we take advan-
tage of technologies. I want not only to 
make Americans aware of screenings, but 
scientists are now actively investigating new 
ways to make screenings better, so we can 
detect cancer earlier. 

For example, again Andy’s outfit, the Na-
tional Cancer Institute, is launching a new 
clinical trial to study the most effective 
ways to detect lung cancer. Scientists have 
also developed promising new tests that 
analyses a single drop of blood to detect 
ovarian cancer in its earliest stages, even 
before symptoms develop. Many women 
are diagnosed with ovarian cancer too late, 
because the symptoms can easily be mis-
taken for other conditions. This new dis-
covery brings great hope, great hope, for 
overcoming this disease. 

There are still many high medical hur-
dles that we’re going to have to clear here 
in America. But for the first time in human 
history, we can say with certainty, the war 
on cancer is winnable. And this Nation will 
not quit until our victory is complete. 

And now it’s my pleasure to introduce 
a man who doesn’t know the meaning of 
the word ‘‘quit.’’ Just a few years ago, he 
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was diagnosed with cancer. He was weak-
ened by chemotherapy treatments and told 
he had a 50-50 chance of surviving. But 
he’s done more than survive. As anybody 
who knows anything about sports knows, 
he’s triumphed. His story, from cancer di-
agnosis to his fourth straight victory in the 
Tour de France, is one of the great human 
dramas in sports history. 

And today—he asked me not to say it, 
so I’m going to say it anyway—[laughter]— 
is his 31st birthday. And now, it’s my honor 
to present to you a son of Texas, a great 
American, a wonderful champ, Lance Arm-
strong. 

[At this point, Lance Armstrong made brief 
remarks.] 

The President. Appreciate you, Lance. 

Again, thank you all for coming. We’ll 
all be celebrating Lance’s birthday in the 
State Dining Room here at the end of the 
hall. He made a little cake for you. He 
looks forward to you singing ‘‘Happy Birth-
day’’ to him. [Laughter] 

In the meantime, many in this room are 
involved in this war. I want to thank you 
for your efforts, thank you for your love 
for your fellow Americans. 

May God bless you all, and may God 
bless America. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. The 
transcript released by the Office of the Press 
Secretary also included the remarks of Mr. 
Armstrong. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript 
of these remarks. 

Statement on Signing the John F. Kennedy Center Plaza Authorization Act 
of 2002 
September 18, 2002 

Today I have signed into law H.R. 5012, 
an Act to amend the John F. Kennedy 
Center Act, authorizing a construction 
project to improve, among other things, pe-
destrian, vehicular, and bicycle access to 
the Kennedy Center. 

As added by H.R. 5012, however, section 
12(b)(5) purports to make the Secretary of 
Transportation’s (Secretary) entry into con-
tracts ‘‘[s]ubject to the approval of the 
Board.’’ Because the membership of the 
Board of Trustees of the Kennedy Center 
(Board) by law includes Members of Con-
gress, the Board cannot constitutionally ex-
ercise executive power, such as the power 
to approve the exercise of contracting au-
thority by the head of an executive depart-
ment. The exercise of such power by Mem-
bers of Congress would violate the separa-
tion of powers embodied in our Constitu-
tion. 

It is not evident that the Congress would 
have withheld contracting authority from 
the Secretary absent the invalid Board ap-
proval requirement. Therefore the execu-
tive branch shall treat the Board approval 
requirement as severable from the remain-
der of section 12(b)(5), leaving fully opera-
tive the contracting authority granted to the 
Secretary. As a matter of comity, the Sec-
retary shall consult the Board as appro-
priate in relation to the Secretary’s exercise 
of the authority to enter into contracts 
under section 12(b)(5). 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
September 18, 2002. 

NOTE: H.R. 5012, approved September 18, 
was assigned Public Law No. 107–224. 
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Memorandum on FY 2003 Refugee Admissions Consultations 
September 17, 2002 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 

Subject: FY 2003 Refugee Admissions 
Consultations 

In accordance with section 207 of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (INA), you 
are authorized to consult with the appro-
priate committees of the Congress con-
cerning refugee admissions as follows: 

1. The authorization of 70,000 refugee 
admissions during FY 2003, to be allo-
cated by specific region as follows: 

Africa ................................................ 20,000 
East Asia (including Amerasians) ... 4,000 
Latin America/Caribbean ................ 2,500 
Near East/South Asia ...................... 7,000 

2. The authorization of an additional 
10,000 refugee admissions numbers to 
be made available for the adjustment 
to permanent resident status of per-
sons who have been granted asylum 
in the United States; 

3. The designation, pursuant to section 
101(a)(42)(B) of the INA, of persons 
in Cuba, Vietnam, and the former So-
viet Union, who, if they otherwise 
qualify for admission as refugees, may 
be considered refugees under the 
INA even though they are still within 
their country of nationality or habitual 
residence. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Former Soviet Union 
Eastern Europe ........

...................... 
........................

14,000 
2,500 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on Sep-

Unallocated Reserve ........................ 20,000 tember 19. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With Secretary of State Colin L. Powell and 
an Exchange With Reporters 
September 19, 2002 

The President. Good morning. I appre-
ciate our Secretary of State coming by to 
brief the Vice President and me and 
Condoleezza Rice about our progress in 
working with the United Nations, con-
vincing the United Nations Security Coun-
cil to firmly deal with a threat to world 
peace. 

Before we talk about that, I do want 
to express our condolences to those who 
lost their lives in Israel. It’s been back-
to-back suicide bombings. We strongly con-
demn terror. We strongly condemn vio-
lence. And we continue to send our mes-
sage to the good people of that region that 
if you’re interested in peace, that if you 
want people to be able to grow up in a 

peaceful world, all parties must do every-
thing they can to reject and stop violence. 

At the United Nations Security Council, 
it is very important that the members un-
derstand that the credibility of the United 
Nations is at stake; that the Security Coun-
cil must be firm in its resolve to deal with 
a true threat to world peace, and that is 
Saddam Hussein; that the United Nations 
Security Council must work with the 
United States and Britain and other con-
cerned parties to send a clear message that 
we expect Saddam to disarm. And if the 
United Nations Security Council won’t deal 
with the problem, the United States and 
some of our friends will. That’s the message 
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the Secretary of State has delivered force-
fully. That’s the message that he will con-
tinue to carry. 

And Mr. Secretary, I appreciate your 
hard work. You’re doing a fine job. 

Secretary Powell. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. 

The President. And we’re proud of your 
efforts. 

Secretary Powell. Thank you, sir. 
The President. I’ll be glad to answer a 

few calls—answers, starting with Ron [Ron 
Fournier, Associated Press]. 

Iraq and the United Nations 
Q. How many of our friends are willing 

to join the United States in this effort? 
The President. Ron, I think time will tell. 

I think you’re going to see a lot of na-
tions—that a lot of nations love freedom. 
They understand the threat. They under-
stand that the credibility of the United Na-
tions is at stake. They heard me loud and 
clear when I said, ‘‘Either you can be the 
United Nations, a capable body, a body 
able to keep the peace, or you can be the 
League of Nations.’’ And we’re confident 
that people will follow our lead. 

Campbell [Campbell Brown, NBC 
News]. 

Q. Mr. President—— 
The President. Good to see you, Camp-

bell, for starters. Glad you’re here—finally 
showed up. [Laughter] 

Q. The chief weapons inspector is going 
to be briefing the U.N. Security Council 
today, and there have already been some 
reports that, in his talks with the Iraqis, 
that they’re limiting access to certain sites. 
Are those reports true? And do you think 
they’re trying to—— 

The President. Well, I haven’t gotten a 
report from what he intends to say. But 
let me give you just some general observa-
tions. First of all, there are no negotiations 
to be held with Iraq. They have nothing 
to negotiate. They’re the people who said 
that they would not have weapons of mass 
destruction. The negotiations are over. It 

is up to the U.N. Security Council to lay 
out resolutions that confirms what Iraq has 
already agreed to, see. 

Secondly, I don’t trust Iraq, and neither 
should the free world. For 11 years, they 
have deceived the world. They have said, 
‘‘We’ll conform to resolutions.’’ They’ve 
never conformed to resolutions. They’ve 
never conformed to the agreement that 
they laid out 11 years ago. Sixteen times 
they’ve defied Security resolutions. 

And so, they—the burden of proof is— 
must be placed squarely on their shoulders. 
But there’s no negotiations about whether 
or not they’ve been telling the truth or 
not. 

Let’s see here—Mark [Mark Knoller, 
CBS Radio]. 

Congressional Resolution on Iraq 
Q. Mr. President, are you going to send 

Congress your proposed resolution today? 
The President. I am. 
Q. And are you asking for a blank check, 

sir? 
The President. I am sending suggested 

language for a resolution. I want—I’ve 
asked for Congress’ support to enable the 
administration to keep the peace. And we 
look forward to a good, constructive debate 
in Congress. I appreciate the fact that the 
leadership recognizes we’ve got to move 
before the elections. I appreciate the strong 
support we’re getting from both Repub-
licans and Democrats and look forward to 
working with them. 

Q. Mr. President, how important is it 
that that resolution give you an authoriza-
tion to use force? 

The President. That will be part of the 
resolution, the authorization to use force. 
If you want to keep the peace, you’ve got 
to have the authorization to use force. But 
it’s—this will be—this is a chance for Con-
gress to indicate support. It’s a chance for 
Congress to say, ‘‘We support the adminis-
tration’s ability to keep the peace.’’ That’s 
what this is all about. 

Q. Will regime change be part of it? 
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The President. Yes. That’s the policy of 
the Government. 

Campbell, congratulations, you got two 
questions in one day. 

Q. Thank you, sir. 
The President. And it wasn’t even a fol-

lowup. That’s a brilliant performance. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. A reporter referred to Hans 
Blix, Executive Chairman, United Nations 
Monitoring, Verification, and Inspection 
Commission for Iraq. 

Remarks Following a Visit With Homeland Security Employees and an 
Exchange With Reporters 
September 19, 2002 

Homeland Security Legislation 
The President. I appreciate Governor 

Ridge giving me a tour of this important 
facility. It’s—we’re working hard to make 
sure that we do everything we can to pro-
tect our homeland, coordinate among the 
various agencies, until we get a Department 
of Homeland Security. 

Our House of Representatives has passed 
a good bill. The Senate is struggling with 
a bill. I urge the Senate to get a bill to 
my desk before they go home, a bill which 
gives us the flexibility necessary to move 
the right people to the right place in order 
to better protect the homeland, a bill which 
safeguards prerogatives that former Presi-
dents have had in regards to national secu-
rity matters. We’re at a time of war, and 
the Senate shouldn’t be making it harder 
for an administration, whether it be this 
one or future administrations, to do their 
job. Nor should the Senate be trying to 
strip this administration or future adminis-
trations from any prerogatives or power 
that former administrations have had. 

We’re aware that there is hard work on 
the Senate floor by Senator Gramm of 
Texas, a Republican, and Senator Miller of 
Georgia, a Democrat, to develop a com-
prehensive substitute for a piece of legisla-
tion which we believe is flawed. We hope 
the Senate would work with Senator 
Gramm and Senator Miller, vote that bill 
off the Senate floor, so we can get it to 

a conference committee and get the bill 
to my desk before they go home. 

This is a really important piece of legisla-
tion. America is still threatened. There are 
enemies out there which still hate us. We 
must do everything we can to secure the 
homeland today and, at the same time, 
leave a legacy behind so future Presidents 
and future Members of Congress can deal 
with what will be an ongoing threat to our 
freedoms and to our people. 

But anyway, I appreciate your hospitality, 
Governor. You’ve got some fine people 
here working hard on behalf of the Amer-
ican people. It’s wonderful to see you all 
again today. Thank you. 

Q. Is one vote enough—is Zell Miller’s 
vote enough on this compromise? 

The President. [Inaudible]—I’m not 
counting votes. I’m just calling on the 
right—calling on the Senate to do the right 
thing for the American people. 

Iraq and the United Nations 
Q. Did you hear the Iraqi Foreign Min-

ster’s speech at the U.N., sir? What did 
you think of it? 

The President. I didn’t hear it, but let 
me guess: ‘‘The United States is guilty. The 
world doesn’t understand. We don’t have 
any weapons of mass destruction.’’ It’s the 
same old song and dance that we’ve heard 
for 11 long years. And the United Nations 
Security Council must show backbone, 
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must step up and hold this regime to ac-
count. Otherwise, the United States and 
some of our friends will do so. 

For the sake of peace, for the sake of 
world security, for the sake of a viable 
United Nations, they must act. And if they 
don’t have it in their will to do so, if they’re 
not willing to fashion a resolution which 
is new and different and strong and holds 
Iraq to account, holds them to the agree-
ments they have made, the United States 
will be willing to do so. 

Q. Should the American people prepare 
themselves for war with Iraq, Mr. Presi-
dent? 

The President. The American people 
must understand the serious threat which 
Iraq places on America. We’ve learned 
after September the 11th that oceans no 
longer protect us from an enemy. We also 
know full well this is a man who has in-

vaded two countries; this is a man who 
has poisoned his own people; this is man 
who’s poisoned his neighbors; this is a man 
who says that Stalin is his hero; this is 
a man who hates; this is a man who doesn’t 
believe in freedom; this is a man who has 
weapons of mass destruction and says he 
doesn’t. He poses a serious threat to the 
American people. And the first step is to 
get the United Nations to prove to the 
world whether it’s going to be relevant or 
whether it’s going to be a League of Na-
tions, irrelevant. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:43 p.m. at 
the Nebraska Avenue Homeland Security 
Complex. In his remarks, he referred to 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. A re-
porter referred to Foreign Minister Naji 
Sabri Ahmad al-Hadithi of Iraq. 

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With 
Respect to Persons Who Commit, Threaten To Commit, or Support 
Terrorism 
September 19, 2002 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. In accordance with 
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice, stating that the national emergency 
with respect to persons who commit, 
threaten to commit, or support terrorism 
is to continue in effect beyond September 
23, 2002, to the Federal Register for publi-
cation. 

The crisis constituted by the grave acts 
of terrorism and threats of terrorism com-
mitted by foreign terrorists, including the 
terrorist attacks in New York, Pennsylvania, 
and against the Pentagon committed on 
September 11, 2001, and the continuing 
and immediate threat of further attacks on 
United States nationals or the United States 
that led to the declaration of a national 
emergency on September 23, 2001, has not 
been resolved. These actions pose a con-
tinuing unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security, foreign policy, and 
economy of the United States. For these 
reasons, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emergency 
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declared with respect to persons who com- The White House, 
mit, threaten to commit, or support ter-
rorism and maintain in force the com- September 19, 2002. 
prehensive sanctions to respond to this 
threat. NOTE: The notice of September 19 is listed 

GEORGE W. BUSH in Appendix D at the end of this volume. 

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the National 
Emergency With Respect to Persons Who Commit, Threaten To Commit, 
or Support Terrorism 
September 19, 2002 

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c), I transmit herewith the 6-
month periodic report prepared by my Ad-
ministration on the national emergency 

with respect to persons who commit, 
threaten to commit, or support terrorism 
that was declared in Executive Order 13224 
of September 23, 2001. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
September 19, 2002. 

Remarks at the Republican Governors Association Fall Reception 
September 19, 2002 

The President. Well, thank you all very 
much. John, thank you very much. I appre-
ciate the invitation to get out of the house. 
[Laughter] I’m honored to come to thank 
you all for supporting our Governors. 

I love our Governors. I know them well; 
I was one. [Laughter] And these are fine, 
fine public servants who bring a lot of class 
and dignity to the office they hold. They 
put results ahead of process. These are 
people who put success ahead of excessive 
verbiage. They’re on the frontlines of re-
form. They care deeply about our country. 
I’m honored to be in their presence. And 
I want to thank you for supporting their 
reelections. 

Governors get things done. And Gov-
ernors can make a tremendous difference 
in people’s lives. I knew that when I started 

forming my Cabinet. I knew that I needed 
to surround myself with people who not 
only would bring honor to the office to 
which I appointed them but also would 
work hard to get something done for the 
country. And that’s why I named John 
Ashcroft, former Governor, Christie Todd 
Whitman, former Governor, Tommy 
Thompson, former Governor, and Tom 
Ridge, former Governor, to serve our coun-
try. 

I want to thank Johnny Rowland for his 
leadership of the Republican Governors As-
sociation and for his fine leadership for the 
State of Connecticut. [Applause] He got 
one peep. [Laughter] Bill Owens is the vice 
chairman, from the great State of Colorado, 
and I appreciate his leadership as well. 
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I want to thank all the first ladies who 
are here. First ladies really define the Gov-
ernor—or first gentlemen—define the Gov-
ernor—[laughter]—just like our great First 
Lady has helped me a lot and defined me 
as a person. You know, people get to know 
a lot—you can judge the nature of a man, 
in my case, by the person he marries. And 
I married above myself. [Laughter] People 
have gotten to know Laura. They now un-
derstand why I asked her to marry me. 
Lot of folks are still wondering why she 
said yes. [Laughter] She sends her love to 
our Governors and their wives. She sends 
her appreciation to you. And I can’t tell 
you how proud I am of the job she’s doing 
for America. 

I appreciate these Governors being on 
the frontline of making America a stronger 
place, a safer place, and a better place for 
all citizens, regardless of their party affili-
ation, regardless of where they live. That’s 
the spirit of these can-do people. 

And that’s a job we all have in America, 
to make America a safer, stronger, and bet-
ter place. And to make sure America is 
a strong place, we need to continue to work 
to make sure our fellow citizens can find 
work. A strong America is an America in 
which people who want to work and can’t 
find a job are able to do so. A strong Amer-
ica is an America that recognizes the vi-
brancy of the entrepreneur in America. A 
strong America understands the role of 
Government is not to create wealth but 
an environment in which the small-business 
owner can grow his or her business. 

A strong America is one that recognizes 
that in times of recession—and I want you 
all to remember that when Dick Cheney 
and I got sworn in, the country was in 
a recession—and a strong economy, a 
strong America, is one that recognizes that 
the engine to growth is the American peo-
ple. And so when we let American people 
keep more of their own money, we sent 
a clear, strong signal to economic vitality. 

Some up here don’t get it, see. They 
forget whose money we’re talking about. 

They think we’re talking about the Govern-
ment’s money. One thing we all understand 
is, when it comes to tax money, it’s your 
money. And the tax cuts we passed in 
Washington came at the right time. And 
that’s just one of the first things we have 
done here to make sure our economies 
grow, to make sure people can find work. 

I was the first President in a long time 
to get what they call trade promotion au-
thority. My attitude is, if you’re good at 
something, you ought to promote it. 
[Laughter] We’re good at growing crops. 
We’re good at raising cattle. We’re good 
at the entrepreneurial spirit. We’re good 
at high-tech. We ought not to fear trade. 
We ought to welcome trade. And for the 
sake of jobs, I got the Congress to pass 
the trade promotion authority, so our peo-
ple would be more likely to find work. 

For the sake of economic vitality, we sent 
a chilling signal to our fellow Americans 
who feel like they can fudge the books, 
who feel like they can get ahead by not 
telling the truth. Every one of these Gov-
ernors understands the need for corporate 
responsibility in their States and all across 
America. I proudly signed the most com-
prehensive corporate reform since Franklin 
D. Roosevelt was the President of the 
United States. And for the sake of a strong-
er America, we sent this signal: No more 
easy money, just hard time if you betray 
the trust of your employees and your share-
holders in America. 

Now, we’ve got a foundation for eco-
nomic vitality and growth that is strong. 
Interest rates are low. Inflation is low. The 
productivity of the American worker is the 
best in the world. But we’re not going to 
rest until people find work. A stronger 
America requires a strong economy. And 
there are some things that Congress can 
do to help us in our desire to make Amer-
ica a stronger place. 

And I’ll give you one example. There 
are over 300,000 jobs that don’t exist be-
cause many developers and project man-
agers cannot find terrorism insurance. The 
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Congress ought to pass a law that provides 
a backstop for terrorism insurance, to get 
our hardhats working again. And by the 
way, it needs to be a law that does not 
reward trial lawyers but rewards the hard-
hats of America. 

We need an energy bill in America, an 
energy bill that fosters more conservation, 
an energy bill that enhances renewables 
like ethanol, but an energy bill that makes 
us less dependent on foreign sources of 
crude oil. An energy bill is needed. There’s 
too much talk in Washington and not 
enough action. 

And finally, to make this economy strong, 
to make sure people can find work, we’ve 
got to make sure Congress holds the line 
on spending. There’s an enormous appetite 
for spending your money up here. Every 
project sounds wonderful in Washington, 
DC. Problem is, is that the price tags run 
in the billions. It is important for Congress 
to set priorities. 

It’s hard to set priorities, however, when 
the Senate can’t even pass a budget. The 
House passed a budget. The Senate can’t 
pass a budget. My message to Congress, 
and I hope you help send the message, 
is we expect the appropriators to be wise 
with the people’s money. We expect them 
to stay focused on national priorities. We 
expect them not to overspend. We expect 
them to be reasonable and sound. Because 
if we overspend, it will make it harder for 
people to find work. 

No, the grounds for economic growth are 
strong. After all, this is America. There’s 
a lot of problems that we can overcome. 
But I just want to assure you, and I want 
to assure my friends who are the Gov-
ernors, this administration will not rest; we 
will stay focused on economic vitality, be-
cause we understand a strong America is 
an America in which people can find work. 

And we’re working hard here in Wash-
ington, and we’re working hard with our 
Governors to make sure we have a safer 
America. We need to work hard because 
there’s still an enemy out there which hates 

our country. They hate America. They hate 
us because we love. We love freedom. We 
love the idea of our fellow citizens being 
able to worship an almighty God any way 
he or she sees fit. We love the idea of 
welcoming people to our country and let-
ting them rise to their own level that tal-
ents will take them. We love the idea of 
being able to speak our minds, to have 
political discourse. We love a free press. 
We love freedom. But the enemy hates 
freedom. 

We also value each life in America. Ev-
erybody counts. Everybody has got worth. 
Everybody matters. But that’s not the way 
our enemy thinks. They don’t value life. 
They don’t care about innocent life. And 
so long as we hold these values dear, which 
we will do, there will be an enemy trying 
to hurt America. 

And so, therefore, my most important job 
is to protect the American people from fur-
ther harm, is to guard our homeland. You 
need to know a lot of good folks are work-
ing hard to do just that. I can testify for 
those here in the Federal Government that 
are spending hours upon hours chasing 
down every lead, running down every hint. 
We get a whiff of anything that might be 
happening or going to happen to America, 
we’re moving on it—and at the same time, 
I can proudly report, safeguarding the 
United States Constitution. 

And so are these Governors. They’re 
working hard to protect their fellow citi-
zens. They’re working hard at the State 
level and working in coordination at the 
local level to prepare, to be ready, to be 
on alert. And I want to thank them for 
their service to our country. 

I asked Congress to work with me to 
make a—to make the Government work 
better. I readily concede my slogan wasn’t, 
don’t—‘‘Vote for me. I’m going to make 
Government bigger.’’ But I do want to 
make it work better. And that’s why I 
called upon our Congress to set up a De-
partment of Homeland Defense, so we can 
better coordinate amongst agencies, so we 
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can have the protection of our homeland 
as our number one priority, so if need be, 
we can change cultures so that this Presi-
dent and administration and future Presi-
dents and administrations can say to the 
American people, ‘‘We’re doing everything 
in our power to protect you.’’ 

And we’re making some progress. Re-
publicans and Democrats came together in 
the House of Representatives to pass a 
good homeland security bill. We’re kind of 
bogged down in the Senate, however. You 
see, the Senate wants to take away some 
of the powers of the administrative branch. 
The Senate wants to micromanage the 
process, and I’m not going to let them do 
it. 

For the sake of homeland security, the 
Senate—for the sake of the security of our 
homeland, the Senate needs to be more 
worried about the American people and 
less worried about special interests here in 
Washington, DC. 

But the best way to secure our homeland 
is to chase the killers down, one person 
at a time, and bring them to justice, which 
is exactly what the United States is going 
to do. It’s a different kind of war. It’s a 
war that is not measured by the destruction 
of tanks or ships or aircraft, because we’re 
fighting a different kind of enemy. This 
is a war that is measured in terms of killers 
caught. 

We’re making progress, thanks to a coali-
tion we have put together. And we’re mak-
ing progress, thanks to one of the finest 
militaries our Nation has ever seen. 

Audience member. Thanks to our Com-
mander in Chief! 

The President. This is an enemy which 
hides in caves or in the dark corners of 
cities and then sends youngsters to their 
suicidal death. It’s a different kind of 
enemy and a different kind of war. But 
our resolve is just as fierce today as it has 
been in the past. And we’re making 
progress. We’re making progress. I don’t 
have an exact count, but the number of 
those who the United States and our coali-

tion partners have arrested, detained, what-
ever you want to call it, is over a couple 
thousand. And about a like number weren’t 
as lucky. They’re just not around anymore. 

We got a guy the other day, just as an 
example, thought he could hide in Pakistan. 
I don’t know if you remember that doctrine 
I laid out, said, ‘‘Either you’re with us, or 
you’re with the enemy.’’ President 
Musharraf in Pakistan is with us when it 
comes to hunting these killers down. The 
person who thought he’d be the 20th hi-
jacker, bin al-Shibh, is no longer a threat 
to the United States of America and our 
friends and allies. 

Oh, I know for some who are trying to 
fill the airways with speculation and noise 
and news and all that stuff, it’s not a very 
glamorous war. But you’ve just got to know, 
this Nation is steady in our pursuit. We’re 
strong in our resolve. No matter how long 
it takes, we’re going to hunt them down, 
one person at a time. We’re going to get 
them on the run, and we’re going to keep 
them on the run, until we bring them to 
justice. 

I have submitted the largest increase in 
defense spending since Ronald Reagan was 
the President. I sent that up to the Con-
gress for two reasons. One, anytime this 
Nation sends our troops into harm’s way, 
anytime we ask our youngsters to go into 
the thin air of the mountains of Afghanistan 
or anywhere else in harm’s way, they de-
serve the best pay, the best training, and 
the best possible equipment. We not only 
owe it to their—to the soldiers, we owe 
it to their loved ones as well. 

And a defense bill sends another mes-
sage. It sends a clear message to our 
friends and to our foe that the United 
States is in this for the long pull. There’s 
not an artificial quitting date. There’s not 
a moment that says, you know, well, we’ve 
been at it for a period of time; we’re get-
ting kind of worn out; and freedom isn’t 
that important. The message is that no mat-
ter how long it takes and no matter what 

1624 



e Aug 04 2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00473 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.011 193761

Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Sept. 19 

the cost, we will defend the freedoms of 
the United States of America. 

The House passed a defense bill. The 
Senate passed the defense bill. The way 
the process works is, they’re supposed to 
get together, reconcile their differences, 
and get me a defense bill. It languishes. 
It languishes. This Congress must do its 
duty and get me a defense bill before it 
goes home. For the sake of our country, 
for the sake of this war, for the sake of 
the military, I need a defense appropria-
tions bill. 

Now, we’ve got a big task ahead. See, 
history has put the spotlight on us. History 
will determine whether or not this Nation 
was strong and resolved in our defense of 
freedom. History will determine whether 
or not we uphold our values, the values 
that say we not only care for individuals 
here at home, but everybody matters. So 
far, I think history is going to judge us 
well. 

I want you to remember that when it 
came time to uphold the doctrine that said, 
‘‘If you harbor a terrorist, if you feed a 
terrorist, if you house a terrorist, you’re 
just as guilty as the terrorist,’’ we upheld 
that doctrine. And in so doing, we freed 
a group of people from the clutches of 
one of the most barbaric regimes in the 
history of mankind. I want you to tell your 
children when they ask about this war that 
our country went into Afghanistan not to 
conquer anybody but to liberate people. 
And as a result of the United States and 
our friends and allies, many young girls 
now go to school for the first time. 

No, this mighty nation believes that ev-
erybody matters. Each person has worth. 
Everybody counts, regardless of where they 
are from. And we’re going to have tough 
times ahead of us, no question about it, 
as we pursue our goals. There’s going to 
be some rocky paths that we’re going to 
have to climb up. There’s going to be some 
high hurdles we have to cross. 

One of the highest hurdles is to recog-
nize that as a nation, we’re no longer pro-

tected by two vast oceans. No longer are 
we safe. We used to think, well, there’s 
a little conflict going over there, or perhaps 
a leader over here who is a despicable per-
son couldn’t hurt us. We learned a new 
lesson after September the 11th, that we’re 
vulnerable. For the sake of our security, 
we must not allow—for the sake of the 
future of our country and for the future 
of other regions in the world, we must 
never allow the world’s worst leaders to 
develop, to deploy, to blackmail the free 
world with the world’s worst weapons. 

I believe it is important that there be 
an international organization that is strong 
and vibrant and capable of helping free-
dom-loving countries keep the peace. You 
see, if the enemy hides in caves, and a 
different kind of enemy, different kind of 
war, we need a collection of friends sharing 
intelligence, cutting off money, routing 
these people out. So I went to the United 
Nations. And I made it clear to the United 
Nations that our Nation hopes that the 
United Nations succeeds. We want there 
to be a strong United Nations. We want 
the United Nations to be more than a de-
bating society. We don’t want the United 
Nations to become the League of Nations. 
We want the United Nations to have back-
bone and to enforce—enforce the resolu-
tions and doctrines and mandates. 

I also made it clear, for the sake of 
peace, for the sake of freedom for our 
country, if the United Nations will not act, 
the United States and our friends will. We 
owe it to our children; we owe it to our 
grandchildren to make sure that the dic-
tator in Iraq never threatens our country 
or our children or our children’s children 
with the world’s worst weapons. 

As we work to make our country stronger 
and safer, we also must never forget to 
work to make it better. That’s why I’m 
so strong for these Governors—they under-
stand that. I signed one of the most com-
prehensive education reform bills in our 
Nation’s history. It says, we expect there 
to be high standards in American schools. 
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We want to challenge the soft bigotry of 
low expectations. I believe and these fine 
Governors believe that every child in Amer-
ica can learn. Everybody can learn. And 
therefore, we expect everybody to learn. 

If you believe everybody can learn, then 
you should expect everybody to learn. In-
herent in that bill is my great trust for 
the Governors of the United States and 
for local folks. I strongly believe in local 
control of schools. But I also believe in 
this, that if you take Federal money, if you 
receive a dime of Federal money, you owe 
it to the taxpayers to show us whether or 
not the children are learning to read and 
write and add and subtract. And if they 
are, there will be plenty of praise for our 
Nation’s teachers. But if not, we must not 
allow our children to be trapped in schools 
which will not teach and will not change. 

A better tomorrow recognizes that when 
it comes to reforming welfare, we must in-
sist upon work. People find dignity in a 
job. I look forward to working with our 
Governors to make sure we continue the 
great progress of welfare reform by helping 
people help themselves, by helping people 
find job training so that instead of being 
dependent upon Government, they can find 
a job and be dependent upon their skills 
and their talents to provide for their fami-
lies. 

A better tomorrow recognizes the great 
power of our faith-based institutions in 
America. A better tomorrow recognizes that 
in our churches, in synagogues and 
mosques, we find great compassion and 
love. We understand that Government can 
hand out money, but what Government 
cannot do—and by the way, we do a pretty 
good job of it up here—but what Govern-
ment cannot do is put hope in people’s 
hearts or a sense of purpose in people’s 
lives. That’s found in—all across America. 
It’s found particularly in places that exist 
because of the universal dictum that people 
should love their neighbors just like they 
should be loved themselves. 

You know, the enemy hit us. The enemy 
hit us, and they didn’t know who they were 
hitting. Oh, they probably thought that 
after September the 11th, 2001, we’d kind 
of regroup and file a lawsuit or two. 
[Laughter] They didn’t realize that this 
bold country is a great country, full of de-
cent and compassionate people. I want you 
to know that out of the evil done to Amer-
ica is going to come great good. Around 
the world, if we remain tough and strong, 
we can achieve peace. If we’re willing to 
speak clearly about good and evil, if we 
continue to denounce terror, if we under-
stand the plight of the human condition, 
which we do in America—that people must 
have hope, that everybody matters, that 
freedom counts—we can achieve peace in 
this world. 

Oh, you’ll hear a lot of war rhetoric. But 
I want you to know, my goal is peace. 
I long for peace. And I believe out of the 
evil done to America can come peace in 
places around the world that have quit on 
peace, including the Middle East and South 
Asia. I also want you to know—I want you 
to know that we will be a better America, 
too, because the strength of the country 
lies in the hearts and souls of our fellow 
citizens. 

People say, ‘‘How can I help on this war 
against terror? How can I fight evil?’’ You 
can do so by mentoring a child, by going 
into a shut-in’s house and say, ‘‘I love you,’’ 
by running a Boy Scout troop or a Girl 
Scout troop, by being involved in your Boys 
and Girls Clubs, by joining the USA Free-
dom Corps. If you’re interested in helping 
America fight evil, love your neighbor just 
like you’d like to be loved yourself. 

An educated America, a working Amer-
ica, an America that understands the power 
of our faith-based and charitable organiza-
tions is an America that is going to be 
a better America. There is no question in 
my mind that out of the evil done to this 
country, that we will be able to help eradi-
cate those pockets of despair and hopeless-
ness which exist. In our land of plenty, 
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there are people who hurt, people who cry, 
people who wonder whether or not the 
American Dream is meant for them. And 
this society of ours, this society of ours 
is going to change, one heart, one soul, 
one conscience at a time, because thou-
sands of our fellow citizens are loving a 
neighbor just like they’d like to be loved 
themselves. 

People understand in America now that 
a patriot is somebody who not only puts 
his hand over his heart and says, ‘‘I pledge 
allegiance to one Nation under God,’’ but 
somebody who serves something greater 
than themselves. 

See, that was the example of Flight 93, 
an example which is vivid in my mind and, 
I’m sure, vivid in yours. It’s an historic mo-
ment in many ways, a sad, tragic moment. 
On the other hand, it’s a moment that I 
hope people remember for a long time. 
After all, it was a flight full of our fellow 
citizens. They learned that the plane they 
were on was going to be used as a weapon. 
They told their loved ones goodbye or ‘‘I 
love you.’’ They said a prayer. One guy 

said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They drove the plane into 
the ground to serve something greater than 
themselves in life. 

No, the spirit of America was alive on 
that airplane. The spirit of America is alive 
today. No, out of the evil done to this great 
country is going to come a more compas-
sionate, a more decent, a more hopeful 
country. There’s no doubt in my mind that 
we can achieve the big goals before us, 
because this is the finest country on the 
face of the Earth, full of the finest people. 

May God bless you all, and may God 
bless America. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:53 p.m. at 
the National Building Museum. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gov. John G. Rowland 
of Connecticut; Gov. Bill Owens of Colorado; 
President Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan; 
Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al Qaida operative 
suspected of helping to plan the September 
11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was captured 
in Karachi, Pakistan; and President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Deployment of Forces 
in Response to the Terrorist Attacks of September 11 
September 20, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
On September 24, 2001, I reported the 

deployment of various combat-equipped 
and combat support forces to a number 
of locations in the Central and Pacific 
Command areas of operations. On October 
9, 2001, I reported the beginning of combat 
action in Afghanistan against terrorists and 
their Taliban supporters. In my report to 
the Congress of March 20, 2002, I provided 
supplemental information on the deploy-
ment of combat-equipped and combat sup-
port forces to a number of foreign nations 
in the Central and Pacific Command areas 
of operations. As a part of my efforts to 

keep the Congress informed, I am report-
ing further on U.S. efforts in the global 
war on terrorism. 

Our efforts in Afghanistan have met with 
success, but as I have stated in my previous 
reports, the U.S. campaign against ter-
rorism will be lengthy. To date, U.S. Armed 
Forces, with the assistance of numerous co-
alition partners, have executed a superb 
campaign to eliminate the primary source 
of support to the terrorists who viciously 
attacked our Nation on September 11, 
2001. The heart of the al-Qaida training 
capability has been seriously degraded. The 
Taliban’s ability to brutalize the Afghan 
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people and to harbor and support terrorists 
has been virtually eliminated. Pockets of 
al-Qaida and Taliban forces remain a threat 
to U.S. and coalition forces and to the Af-
ghan government. What is left of both the 
Taliban and the al-Qaida fighters is being 
pursued and engaged by U.S. and coalition 
forces. 

Due to our success in Afghanistan, we 
have detained several hundred al-Qaida and 
Taliban fighters who are believed to pose 
a continuing threat to the United States 
and its interests. The combat-equipped and 
combat support forces deployed to Guanta-
namo Bay Naval Base, Cuba, in the South-
ern Command area of operations since Jan-
uary 2002, continue to conduct secure de-
tention operations. We currently hold ap-
proximately 550 enemy combatants at 
Guantanamo. All are being treated hu-
manely and, to the extent appropriate and 
consistent with military necessity, in a man-
ner consistent with the principles of the 
Geneva Conventions of 1949. 

In furtherance of our worldwide efforts 
against terrorists who pose a continuing and 
imminent threat to the United States, our 
friends and allies, and our forces abroad, 
we continue to work with the Government 
of the Philippines to protect U.S. and Phil-
ippine citizens and to defeat international 
terrorism in the Philippines. The combat-
equipped and combat support forces that 
were deployed to the Philippines in January 
2002 to train with, advise, and assist the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines made 
great progress in enhancing the Philippine 
government’s counterterrorist capabilities. 
United States forces have reduced their 
presence in the Southern Philippines, but 
will continue a long-term effort to assist 
the Armed Forces of the Philippines. 

Additionally, we are conducting maritime 
interception operations in the Central and 
European Command areas of responsibility 
to deny the high seas as a haven for mov-
ing, arming, or financing international ter-
rorists. 

Combat-equipped and combat support 
forces also have been deployed to Georgia 
and Yemen to assist their armed forces in 
enhancing their counterterrorism capabili-
ties, including by training and equipping 
their armed forces. We continue to assess 
options for working with other nations to 
assist them in this respect. 

I have taken these actions pursuant to 
my constitutional authority to conduct U.S. 
foreign relations and as Commander in 
Chief and Chief Executive. In addition, 
these actions are consistent with Public 
Law 107–40. As I stated in my previous 
reports, it is not possible to know at this 
time either the duration of combat oper-
ations or the scope and duration of the 
deployment of U.S. Armed Forces nec-
essary to counter the terrorist threat to the 
United States. I will direct additional meas-
ures as necessary to exercise our right to 
self-defense and to protect U.S. citizens 
and interests. Such measures may include 
short notice deployments of special oper-
ations and other forces for sensitive oper-
ations in various locations throughout the 
world. 

I am providing this report as part of my 
efforts to keep the Congress informed, con-
sistent with the War Powers Resolution and 
Public Law 107–40. Officials of my Admin-
istration and I have been communicating 
regularly with the leadership and other 
Members of Congress, and we will continue 
to do so. I appreciate the continuing sup-
port of the Congress in our effort to protect 
the security of the United States of Amer-
ica and its citizens, civilian and military, 
here and abroad. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives, and Robert C. Byrd, President pro 
tempore of the Senate. 
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The President’s Radio Address 
September 21, 2002 

Good morning. In the past week, U.S. 
officials in Pakistan took custody of five 
Al Qaida members, including a key strate-
gist for the September the 11th attacks. 
And here in America, Federal agents ar-
rested six men suspected of having trained 
at Al Qaida terrorist camps in Afghanistan. 

These arrests remind us that we are en-
gaged in a new kind of war, fought on 
many fronts, including the homefront. The 
arrests also remind us that the enemy is 
still at large, threatening our safety and se-
curity. Defeating terrorism requires con-
stant vigilance and preparation by our citi-
zens and by our Government. 

One way for the Congress to protect the 
American people is to pass legislation cre-
ating a new Department of Homeland Se-
curity. This new Department must have a 
single, overriding responsibility to coordi-
nate our homeland defense efforts, which 
are now scattered across the Government. 

After less than a week of debate, the 
House of Representatives passed a good 
bill, a bill that gives me the flexibility to 
confront emerging threats quickly and ef-
fectively. Yet after 3 weeks of debate, the 
Senate has still not passed a bill I can sign. 
The legislation the Senate is debating is 
deeply flawed. The Senate bill would force 
the new Department to fight against terror 
threats with one hand tied behind its back. 
The Department of Homeland Security 
must be able to move people and resources 
quickly, to respond to threats immediately 
without being forced to comply with a thick 
book of bureaucratic rules. 

Yet the current Senate approach keeps 
in place a cumbersome process that can 
take 5 months to hire a needed employee 
and 18 months to fire someone who is not 
doing his job. In the war on terror, this 
is time we do not have. 

Even worse, the Senate bill would weak-
en my existing authority to prohibit collec-

tive bargaining when national security is at 
stake. Every President since Jimmy Carter 
has had this very narrow authority through-
out the Government, and I need this au-
thority in the war on terror. As Democrat 
Senator Zell Miller said, ‘‘The daunting task 
of securing this country is almost incompre-
hensible. Let’s not make it more difficult 
by tying this President’s hands and the 
hands of every President who comes after 
him.’’ 

In an effort to break the logjam in the 
Senate, Senator Miller and Republican Sen-
ator Phil Gramm have taken the lead in 
crafting a bipartisan alternative to the cur-
rent flawed Senate bill. I commend them 
and support their approach. Their proposal 
would provide the new Secretary of Home-
land Security much of the flexibility he 
needs to move people and resources to 
meet new threats. It will protect every em-
ployee of the new Department against ille-
gal discrimination and build a culture in 
which Federal employees know they are 
keeping their fellow citizens safe through 
their service to America. 

I ask you to call your Senators and to 
urge them to vote for this bipartisan alter-
native. Senators Miller and Gramm, along 
with Senator Fred Thompson, have made 
great progress in putting the national inter-
est ahead of partisan interest. I’m confident 
that every Senator, Republican and Demo-
crat, wants to do what is best for America. 
Creating a new Department of Homeland 
Security will make America stronger and 
safer. It is time for the Senate to act. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 2:15 p.m. 
on September 20 in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. 
on September 21. The transcript was made 
available by the Office of the Press Secretary 
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on September 20 but was embargoed for re-
lease until the broadcast. In his remarks, the 
President referred to Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an 
Al Qaida operative suspected of helping to 
plan the September 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tacks, who was captured in Karachi, Pakistan; 
suspected terrorists Sahim A. Alwan, Yahya 
A. Goba, Yasein A. Taher, and Shafal A. 

Mosed, arrested on September 13, and 
Faysal Galab, arrested on September 14 in 
Lackawanna, NY; and suspected terrorist 
Mukhtar Ali Albakri, who had also been liv-
ing in Lackawanna and whose arrest was an-
nounced on September 16. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address. 

Remarks to the Community in Trenton, New Jersey 
September 23, 2002 

Thanks a lot for coming out this morn-
ing. It is my honor to be back in New 
Jersey. I want to thank you all for coming 
out. I want to thank the people of the 
New Jersey Army and Air National Guard 
for your hospitality. I’m here to talk about 
how best to make America a stronger coun-
try, a safer country, and a better country 
for all of us. 

There is a old bridge over the Delaware 
River that says, ‘‘Trenton makes; the world 
takes.’’ It talks about the work ethic of the 
people of this part of our country. It talks 
about the creativity. It talks about the true 
strength of America. The true strength of 
America are our fellow citizens. The 
strength of our country is the people of 
America. And I’m honored to be with such 
hard-working people. 

Congress can help. Congress needs to 
work hard before they go home. Congress 
needs to get some things done, which 
means a Homeland Security Department, 
a budget that reflects our priorities. They’ve 
got to make sure they don’t overspend your 
money. They’ve got to remember, every-
thing they do must go to make sure Amer-
ica is a stronger and safer and better place. 

I want to thank Brigadier General Glenn 
Rieth for opening up this hangar and for 
inviting me to this base. I want to thank 
all the Guard personnel who serve the 
United States of America. I want to thank 

you for your service. I want to thank you 
for your sacrifice. 

I want to thank your Governor for being 
here today. I appreciate Governor 
McGreevey being at the steps of Air Force 
One. I’m thankful for his hospitality. I ap-
preciate him coming to say hello, and I’m 
honored he’s here today to hear this 
speech. Governor, thank you for coming. 

I appreciate Members of the congres-
sional delegation. Congressmen Ferguson, 
Saxton, and Smith from New Jersey, thank 
you all for being here. I want to thank 
Bob Prunetti, who is the Mercer County 
executive, for greeting me here as well. 
And I want to thank you all for coming. 

Here’s what’s on my mind: I want our 
people to work here in America. Anytime 
somebody who wants to work can’t find 
a job, it means we’ve got a problem in 
this country. And we will not rest until 
people can find work. A stronger America 
means a strong economy. A stronger coun-
try means that our good, hard-working 
Americans are able to put food on the table 
for their families. 

Now, we’re making progress. Listen, in-
terest rates are low. Inflation is low. We’ve 
got the best workers in the world. We’ve 
got the best, hardest workers and smartest 
workers in the world. We’ve got the ingre-
dients for growth. But what has taken place 
so far is not good enough for me, and I 
hope it’s not good enough for the Congress. 
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What’s happening in the economy is not 
good enough for a stronger America, and 
Congress can help. 

Listen, I come from the school of 
thought that says, if you’ve got an economic 
problem—and remember, for the first three 
quarters of my administration we were in 
negative growth. The stock market started 
to decline in March of 2000. Economic 
growth started to slow down in the summer 
of 2000. We were in recession in the first 
three quarters of 2001. 

In order to make sure the country was 
stronger, I pulled this page out of the eco-
nomic textbook, the page that says, ‘‘If you 
let people keep more of their own money, 
they’re going to spend it on a good or 
a service. If they spend it on a good or 
a service, somebody will produce the good 
and service. And if somebody produces a 
good or service, some American is more 
likely to find work.’’ The tax relief came 
right at the right time for economic growth 
and jobs. 

And if Congress wants to help in job 
creation, they need to make the tax relief 
permanent. They need to make the tax re-
lief permanent so our New Jersey small 
businesses and entrepreneurs can plan for 
the future. After all, most growth of new 
jobs comes from small businesses all across 
America. 

Congress also must understand they’ve 
got to pass an energy bill. You see, an 
energy bill will be good for jobs. An energy 
bill will be good for national security. We 
need an energy bill that encourages con-
sumption, encourages new technologies so 
our cars are cleaner, encourages new re-
newable energy sources, but at the same 
time encourages increase of supply here at 
home, so we’re less dependent on foreign 
sources of crude oil. 

Congress needs to get some work done 
before they go home. And one of the most 
important things they can do is to pass 
an anti-terrorism insurance bill. See, we 
need an insurance bill to cover potential 
terrorist acts, so that hardhats in America 

can get back to work. And I want a bill 
on my desk that says we care more about 
the working people and less about the trial 
lawyers. We want a bill that puts the hard-
hats back to work, not enriches the trial 
lawyers here in America. 

In order to make sure our country is 
stronger and our economy grows, Congress 
must be wise with your money. Notice I 
said ‘‘your money.’’ When it comes time 
to budgeting and appropriations, which 
means spending, sometimes in Washington 
they forget whose money they’re talking 
about. You hear them talking about the 
Government’s money. No, the money in 
Washington is not the Government’s 
money. The money in Washington is your 
money, and we better be careful about how 
we spend your money. And if Congress 
overspends, it’s going to be a problem for 
making America’s economy continue to 
grow. And so my message to Congress is: 
Remember whose money you’re spending. 

Now, one of the problems we have is 
that anytime you’re worried about spend-
ing, you set a budget; that’s what you do. 
The Senate hasn’t been able to do so. They 
don’t have a budget, which means it’s likely 
they’re going to overspend. See, every idea 
in Washington is a good idea. Everybody’s 
idea sounds good, except the price tag is 
generally in the billions. In order to make 
sure the country is stronger, we need fiscal 
responsibility in Washington, DC. We need 
to make sure that Congress does not over-
spend. Without a budget, they’re likely to 
overspend. 

They set deadlines on you when it comes 
to paying your IRS, paying your taxes. 
There ought to be a deadline on them in 
order to get a budget passed and to get 
bills passed. 

Now, because they haven’t been able to 
move, they’re going to send to my desk 
soon what looks like what they call a tem-
porary spending bill. And that temporary 
spending bill should not be an excuse for 
excessive Federal spending. The temporary 
spending bill ought to remember whose 
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money they’re spending. A temporary 
spending bill ought to be clean, so that 
we don’t overspend as the economy is try-
ing to continue to grow. 

What we need in Washington is fiscal 
responsibility, fiscal sanity. We need to set 
priorities with your money. And the most 
important priority I have is to defend the 
homeland—is to defend the homeland from 
a bunch of killers who hate America. 

It’s very important for the schoolchildren 
here to listen to what I’m about to say. 
You’re probably wondering why America is 
under attack. And you need to know why. 
We’re under attack because we love free-
dom, is why we’re under attack. And our 
enemy hates freedom. They hate, and we 
love. They hate the thought that this coun-
try is a country in which people from all 
walks of life can worship an almighty God 
any way he or she sees fit. They hate the 
thought that we have honest and open dis-
course. They hate the thought that we’re 
a beacon of liberty and freedom. 

We differ from our enemy because we 
love. We not only love our freedoms and 
love our values; we love life, itself. In 
America, everybody matters; everybody 
counts; every human life is a life of dignity. 
And that’s not the way our enemy thinks. 
Our enemy hates innocent life. They’re 
willing to kill in the name of a great reli-
gion. And as long as we love freedom and 
love liberty and value every human life, 
they’re going to try to hurt us. And so 
our most important job is to defend the 
freedom, defend the homeland—is to make 
sure what happened on September the 11th 
doesn’t happen again. We must do every-
thing we can, everything in our power, to 
keep America safe. 

There are a lot of good people working 
hard to keep you safe. There are people 
at the Federal level and at the State level, 
a lot of fine folks here at the local level, 
doing everything we can to run down every 
lead. If we find any kind of hint, we’re 
moving on it—all within the confines and 
all within the structure of the United States 

Constitution. We’re chasing down every 
possible lead because we understand there’s 
an enemy out there which hates America. 

I asked the Congress to work with me 
to come up with a new Department of 
Homeland Security to make sure that not 
only can this administration function better 
but future administrations will be able to 
deal with the true threats we face as we 
get into the 21st century, a Homeland Se-
curity Department which takes over the 
100 different agencies and brings them 
under one umbrella so that there’s a single 
priority and a new culture, all aimed at 
dealing with the threats. 

I mean, after all, on our border we need 
to know who’s coming into America, what 
they’re bringing into America, are they 
leaving when they’re supposed to be leaving 
America. Yet, when you look at the border, 
there are three different Federal agencies 
dealing with the border. There is Customs 
and INS and Border Patrol, and sometimes 
they work together and sometimes they 
don’t—they don’t. They’ve got different 
work rules. They’ve got different customs. 
Sometimes they have different strategies, 
and that’s not right. 

So I asked Congress to give me the flexi-
bility necessary to be able to deal with the 
true threats of the 21st century by being 
able to move the right people to the right 
place at the right time, so we can better 
assure America we’re doing everything pos-
sible. The House responded, but the Senate 
is more interested in special interests in 
Washington and not interested in the secu-
rity of the American people. I will not ac-
cept a Department of Homeland Security 
that does not allow this President and fu-
ture Presidents to better keep the Amer-
ican people secure. 

And people are working hard in Wash-
ington to get it right in Washington, both 
Republicans and Democrats. See, this isn’t 
a partisan issue; this is an American issue. 
This is an issue which is vital to our future. 
It’ll help us determine how secure we’ll 
be. 
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Senator Gramm, a Republican, Senator 
Miller, a Democrat, are working hard to 
bring people together. And the Senate must 
listen to them. It’s a good bill. It’s a bill 
I can accept. It’s a bill that will make 
America more secure. And anything less 
than that is a bill which I will not accept; 
it’s a bill which I will not saddle this admin-
istration and future administrations with, al-
lowing the United States Senate to micro-
manage the process. The enemy is too 
quick for that. We must be flexible. We 
must be strong. We must be ready to take 
the enemy on anywhere he decides to hit 
us, whether it’s America or anywhere else 
in the globe. 

But the best way to secure our home-
land, the only sure way to make sure our 
children are free and our children’s chil-
dren are free, is to hunt the killers down 
wherever they hide, is to hunt them down 
one by one and bring them to justice. 

As far as I’m concerned, it doesn’t matter 
how long it takes. See, we’re talking about 
our freedom and our future. There’s no 
cave deep enough, as far as I’m concerned, 
and there’s no cave deep enough, as far 
as the United States military is concerned, 
either. I want you all to know, if you wear 
the uniform of our great country, I’m proud 
of you. I’ve got confidence in you. I believe 
that you can handle any mission. 

No, it’s a different kind of war than our 
Nation has seen in the past. One thing 
that’s different is, oceans no longer keep 
us safe. The second thing is, in the old 
days, you could measure progress by look-
ing at how many tanks the enemy had one 
day and how many he had the next day, 
whether or not his airplanes were flying 
or whether or not his ships were floating 
on the seas. It’s a different kind of war, 
and America has begun to adjust its think-
ing about this kind of war. 

See, this is the kind of war where the 
leaders of the enemy hide. They go into 
big cities or, as I mentioned, caves, and 
they send youngsters to their suicidal death. 
That’s the kind of war we’re having. It’s 

not measured in equipment destroyed; it’s 
going to be measured in people brought 
to justice. And we’re making progress. I 
had made it clear to the world that either 
you’re with us or you’re with the enemy, 
and that doctrine still stands. And as a re-
sult of the hard work by our United States 
military and the militaries and law enforce-
ment officers of other countries, we’ve ar-
rested or brought to justice a couple thou-
sand or more. Slowly but surely, we’re find-
ing them where we think they can hide. 

We brought one of them in the other 
day. He thought he was going to be the 
20th hijacker, or at least he was bragging 
that way. I don’t know if he’s bragging now. 
But see, he thought he was immune. He 
thought he was invisible. He thought he 
could hide from the long arm of justice. 
And like many—about the like number 
haven’t been so lucky as the 20th hijacker. 
They met their fate. 

We’re getting them on the run, and 
we’re keeping them on the run. They’re 
going to be—as part of our doctrine, we’re 
going to make sure that there’s no place 
for them to alight, no place for them to 
hide. These are haters, and they’re killers. 
And we owe it to the American people 
and we owe it to our friends and allies 
to pursue them, no matter where they try 
to hide. 

And that’s why I asked the Congress for 
the largest increase in defense spending 
since Ronald Reagan was the President. I 
did so because I firmly believe that anytime 
we commit our troops into harm’s way, you 
deserve the best pay, the best training, and 
the best possible equipment. I also asked 
for a large increase because I wanted to 
send a clear signal to the rest of the world 
that we’re in this for the long haul, that 
there is no calendar on my desk that says, 
by such-and-such a day we’re going to quit, 
that by such-and-such a day we will all 
have grown weary—we’re too tired, and 
therefore we’re coming home. 
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That’s not the way we think in America. 
See, we understand obligation and responsi-
bility. We have a responsibility to our chil-
dren to fight for freedom. We have a re-
sponsibility to our citizens to defend the 
homeland. And that only means—not only 
means dealing with real, immediate threats; 
it also means anticipating threats before 
they occur, before things happen. It means 
we’ve got to look out into the future and 
understand the new world in which we live 
and deal with threats before it’s too late. 

And that’s why I went into the United 
Nations the other day. And I said to the 
United Nations: ‘‘We have a true threat 
that faces America, a threat that faces the 
world, and a threat which diminishes your 
capacity. And I’m talking about Iraq. That 
country has got a leader which has attacked 
two nations in the neighborhood; a leader 
who has killed thousands of people; a lead-
er who is brutal’’—see, remember, we be-
lieve every life matters and every life is 
precious—‘‘a leader, if there is dissent, will 
kill the dissenter, a leader who told the 
United Nations and the world he would 
not develop weapons of mass destruction, 
and for 11 long years has stiffed the world.’’ 

He looked at the United Nations and 
said, ‘‘This is a paper tiger. Their resolu-
tions mean nothing.’’ For 11 years he has 
deceived and denied. For 11 years he’s 
claimed he has had no weapons; and yet, 
we know he has. 

So I went to the United Nations and 
said, ‘‘Either you can become the League 
of Nations, either you can become an orga-
nization which is nothing but a debating 
society, or you can be an organization 
which is robust enough and strong enough 
to help keep the peace. Your choice.’’ 

But I also told them that if they would 
not act, if they would not deal with this 
true threat we face in America—if they 
would not recognize that America is no 
longer protected by oceans and that this 
man is the man who would use weapons 
of mass destruction at the drop of a hat, 
a man who would be willing to team up 

with terrorist organizations with weapons of 
mass destruction to threaten America and 
our allies—if they wouldn’t act, the United 
States will. We will not allow the world’s 
worst leaders to threaten us with the 
world’s worst weapons. 

I want to see strong resolutions coming 
out of that U.N., a resolution which says 
the old ways of deceit are gone, a resolu-
tion which will hold this man to account, 
a resolution which will allow freedom-lov-
ing countries to disarm Saddam Hussein 
before he threatens his neighborhood, be-
fore he threatens freedom, before he 
threatens America, and before he threatens 
civilization. We owe it to our children, and 
we owe it to our grandchildren to keep 
this Nation strong and free. 

And as we work to make America a 
stronger place and a safer place, we always 
must remember that we’ve got to work to 
make America a better place too—a better 
place. And that starts with making sure 
every single child in America gets a great 
education, make sure that every child— 
make sure that we focus on each child, 
every child. It says we expect and believe 
our children can learn to read and write 
and add and subtract. As a society, we will 
challenge the soft bigotry of low expecta-
tions. 

We believe every child can learn. Every 
child matters, and therefore we expect to 
be told whether or not the children are 
learning to read and write and add and 
subtract. And if we find they’re not, if we 
find there are certain children who aren’t 
learning and the systems are just shuffling 
through as if they don’t matter, we must 
challenge the status quo. Failure is unac-
ceptable in America. Every child matters, 
and no child should be left behind in this 
great country. 

A better America—a better America is 
one which makes sure that our health care 
systems are responsive to the patient and 
makes sure our health care systems, par-
ticularly for the elderly, are modern. We 
need prescription drug benefits for elderly 
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Americans. The Medicare system must be 
reformed, must be made to work so that 
we have a better tomorrow for all citizens 
in this country. 

A better America is one that understands 
as we’re helping people go from depend-
ency to freedom, from welfare, we must 
help them find work. A better America un-
derstands that when people work, there is 
dignity in their lives. 

A better America is America which un-
derstands the power of our faith-based in-
stitutions in our country. It’s in our church-
es and synagogues and mosques that we 
find universal love and universal compas-
sion. 

You know what’s really interesting about 
what’s taking place in America is this: The 
enemy hit us, but out of the evil done 
to America is going to come some incred-
ible good, because of the nature of our 
soul, the nature of our being. 

On the one hand, I believe we can 
achieve peace. Oh, I know the kids hear 
all the war rhetoric and tough talk, and 
that’s necessary to send a message to friend 
and foe alike that we’re plenty tough, if 
you rouse this country, and we’re not going 
to relent. But we’re not going to relent 
because my desire is to achieve peace. I 
want there to be a peaceful world. I want 
children all across our globe to grow up 
in a peaceful society. 

Oh, I know the hurdles are going to be 
high to achieving that peace. There’s going 
to be some tough decisions to make, some 
tough action for some to take. But it’s all 
aimed at making America safe and secure 
and peaceful, but other places around the 
world too. I believe this: I believe that if 
our country—and it will—remains strong 
and tough and we fight terror wherever 
terror exists, that we can achieve peace. 
We can achieve peace in the Middle East. 
We can achieve peace in South Asia. We 
can achieve peace. No, out of the evil done 
to America can come a peaceful world. 

And at home, out of the evil done to 
our country can come some incredible good 

as well. We’ve got to understand, in Amer-
ica there are pockets of despair and hope-
lessness, places where people hurt because 
they’re not sure if America is meant for 
them, places where people are addicted. 
And Government can help eradicate these 
pockets by handing out money. But what 
Government cannot do is put hope in peo-
ple’s hearts or a sense of purpose in peo-
ple’s lives. That’s done when neighbor loves 
neighbor. That’s done when this country 
hears the universal call to love a neighbor 
just like you’d like to be loved yourself. 

No, out of the evil done to America is 
coming some incredible good, because 
we’ve got citizens all across this land, 
whether they be a part of our faith-based 
institutions or charitable institutions, citi-
zens all across this land who have heard 
the call that if you want to fight evil, do 
some good. If you want to resist the evil 
done to America, love your neighbor; men-
tor a child; put your arm around an elderly 
citizen who is shut in and say, ‘‘I love you’’; 
start a Boy Scout or Girl Scout troop; go 
to your Boys and Girls Clubs; help some-
body in need. 

No, this country, this country has heard 
the call. This country is a country full of 
such incredibly decent and warmhearted 
and compassionate citizens that there’s peo-
ple all across New Jersey and all across 
America who, without one Government act, 
without Government law, are in fact trying 
to make the communities in which they 
live a more responsive and compassionate 
and loving place. 

Today I met Bob and Chris Morgan, 
USA Freedom Corps greeters, who coordi-
nate blood drives right here in New Jersey 
for the American Red Cross. Nobody told 
them they had to do that. There wasn’t 
a law that said, ‘‘You will be a part of 
collecting blood.’’ They decided to do it 
because they want to make America more 
able to address emergency and help people 
in need. Whether it’s teaching a child to 
read, whether it’s delivering food to the 
hungry or helping those who need housing, 
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you can make a huge difference in the lives 
of our fellow Americans. 

See, societies change one heart, one con-
science, one soul at a time. Everybody has 
worth, and everybody matters. No, out of 
the evil done to America is going to come 
a compassionate society. Now, this great 
country will show the world what we’re 
made out of. This great country, by re-
sponding to the challenges we face, will 
leave behind a legacy of sacrifice, a legacy 
of compassion, a legacy of peace, a legacy 
of decency for future generations of people 
fortunate enough to be called an American. 

There’s no question in my mind—I hope 
you can tell, I’m an optimistic fellow about 
our future. I believe we can overcome any 
difficulty that’s put in our path. I believe 

we can cross any hurdle, climb any moun-
tain, because this is the greatest nation on 
the face of the Earth, full of the most de-
cent, hard-working, honorable citizens. 

May God bless you all, and may God 
bless America. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. in 
the National Guard facility at Trenton-Mer-
cer Airport. In his remarks, he referred to 
Brig. Gen. Glenn K. Rieth, Army National 
Guard, The Adjutant General of New Jersey; 
Gov. James E. McGreevey of New Jersey; 
Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al Qaida operative 
suspected of helping to plan the September 
11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was captured 
in Karachi, Pakistan; and President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. 

Remarks at a Luncheon for Senatorial Candidate Doug Forrester in 
Trenton 
September 23, 2002 

The President. Thank you all. 
Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 

U.S.A.! 
The President. Thank you all very much. 

Thank you all. Well, thank you, ‘‘Senator.’’ 
I appreciate those kind words. [Laughter] 
I believe it’s in New Jersey’s interests— 
I believe it’s in America’s interests that 
Doug Forrester be the next United States 
Senator from this State. 

And I want to thank you all for helping 
him become that Senator. I want to thank 
you for being here today. I want to thank 
those of you who are involved in grassroots 
politics. I want to thank you for what you 
have done and what you’re going to do. 
I want to thank you for going to your coffee 
shops, your community centers, your 
churches, and your synagogues and your 
mosques to talk about a good man who 
has decided to serve the people of New 
Jersey. 

I want to thank you for getting ready 
to stuff the envelopes and to dial the 
phones and to put up the signs and to 
turn out the vote for a good man, a man 
who didn’t need to run for office, a man 
that had a nice, comfortable life. After all, 
he married well. [Laughter] He’s got a fine 
family. He’s a successful businessman. And 
yet, he decided to serve his State and his 
country, because he believes deeply in the 
future of the country. I like to put it this 
way: When you find a good one, you’ve 
got to back him. [Laughter] You’ve got a 
good one in Doug Forrester. 

I’m honored to be standing beside a man 
who was an Eagle Scout as a youngster, 
who they tell me sold flags door to door. 
It makes him a patriot and an entre-
preneur. [Laughter] I appreciate the fact 
that he moved to this State to attend the 
Princeton Theological Seminary. It’s a man 
of faith, a man who is self-made, a man 
who has got his priorities straight, a man 
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who will be a breath of fresh air for New 
Jersey in the United States Senate. 

We both married above ourselves. 
[Laughter] And it didn’t take me long to 
figure that out, having met Andrea and her 
children. My wife sends her best. I thought 
about her today. Actually, I thought about 
her more than once, since I delivered her 
her coffee this morning. [Laughter] Good 
lesson for you guys out there. [Laughter] 
Just trying to set the example for others. 
[Laughter] 

We met some fine folks who help the 
Red Cross here in New Jersey at Air Force 
One. And the lady said, she said, ‘‘You 
know, I’m a public school librarian, just 
like your wife.’’ And I said, ‘‘Well, Laura 
was a public school librarian. When she 
married me, she wasn’t interested in poli-
tics, didn’t particularly care about politi-
cians either.’’ [Laughter] ‘‘And now she’s 
First Lady of the United States, bringing 
great comfort to the people of this coun-
try.’’ She sends her best to the Forresters. 
She looks forward to seeing Andrea when 
Doug wins. 

I want to thank members of the New 
Jersey congressional delegation being here. 
I see Chris Smith and Frank LoBiondo. 
Are you here, Franky? There he is. Appre-
ciate you for coming, Frank. Jim Saxton 
is here, I know. I appreciate you coming, 
Jimmy. Thanks for being here. I want to 
thank Mike Ferguson for coming as well. 
Thank you, Mike. 

You’ve got two members—two folks here 
who are running to become Members of 
Congress: Scott Garrett, who’s running in 
the fifth—thank you for coming, Scott— 
Buster Soaries, my friend who’s running in 
the twelfth. Thank you, Buster. 

I know Donnie DiFrancesco is here. I 
appreciate you coming, Don. It’s good to 
see you. Give your wife my best. I appre-
ciate so very much the party chairman of 
the State of New Jersey, Joe Kyrillos. Joe, 
where are you? Thanks, Joe, Mr. Senator. 
I want to thank Bob Prunetti for coming 

back again a second day—second event in 
one day. 

And finally, I want to thank the chairman 
of this campaign, a man who brought a 
lot of class to the Governor’s office here 
in New Jersey, Tom Kean. Thank you, 
Tom, for being here. 

I ended with Tom because this is where 
Doug cut his teeth in politics. See, he 
worked for the good Governor. He was a 
part of his budget office and then ran his— 
a director of pensions, ran the pension sys-
tem as director of pensions, made sure that 
the people were taken care of. If you’re 
interested in understanding his priorities, 
look at the job he did when he worked 
for this good man as the Governor. 

See, he cares a lot more about people 
than politics. He’s going to keep his com-
mitments when he—he’s the kind of fellow, 
when he says he’s going to do something, 
that’s what he’s going to do. That’s what 
you need from New Jersey. He’s somebody 
who speaks plainly and just was running 
to get something done, as opposed to run-
ning just for the sake of holding the office. 
If he says he’s going to protect seniors 
when it comes to Social Security, that’s 
what he’s going to do. He’s going to work 
with me to modernize Medicare, to make 
sure our seniors have got prescription drug 
benefits. 

He understands what I know, that the 
role of Government is not to create wealth 
but an environment in which the entre-
preneur and small business can grow. 
That’s the role of Government. When we 
got up to Washington, DC, the country was 
headed into a recession. The market started 
correcting in March of 2000; that’s when 
it peaked. And then the summer the eco-
nomic growth started to slow. And so by 
the time the Vice President and I showed 
up in Washington, DC, we were in three-
quarters of recession. And we had to do 
something about it. See, my attitude is, 
anytime anybody wants to find work can’t 
find a job, we’ve got a problem in America. 
I want our people working. 
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So here’s what I did—and Doug under-
stands this; that’s why I’m standing by his 
side. We took a page out of this textbook. 
It’s a little different from what some of 
the other folks in Washington are trying 
to do. The page says that if you’ve got 
an economic slowdown, one way to help 
the economy recover is to let people keep 
their own money. We’ve got a lot of hard-
working Americans, who, if you give them 
more of their own money, let them keep 
their own money, they’re going to spend 
it on a good or a service. And when they 
demand a good or a service, somebody will 
provide. And when somebody provides for 
that good or service, somebody is more 
likely to find work. 

Now what’s interesting about what hap-
pened in the tax relief plan is, thanks to 
a quirk in the Senate rules—it’s one of 
these deals where Washington gives tax re-
lief and then takes it away after 10 years. 
I must confess that’s hard to explain in 
Crawford—[laughter]—and probably in the 
fire stations and police stations here in 
Trenton. It’s hard to tell people who work 
hard for a living that you’ve got tax relief, 
but then because of a quirk in the rules, 
it goes away. Listen, we need a Senator 
up there who agrees with me that we’ve 
got to make this tax relief permanent. 
We’ve got to provide relief for the working 
people. 

And I need somebody up there to work 
with me to make sure that the Senate does 
not overspend. See, I’m going to stay fo-
cused on our economy, because I under-
stand it’s part of how we make sure Amer-
ica is a stronger place. But if the Senate 
and the Congress overspends, it will serve 
as a drag to any economic recovery. It’s 
one thing to fund priorities, and we will 
do that. But you’ve got to understand 
something about Washington: Every idea 
is a brilliant idea. [Laughter] Everybody’s 
program sounds like just a perfect program. 
And then when you add up all the perfect 
programs and all the good ideas, we’re not 

talking millions; we’re talking billions of 
dollars. 

The second problem we have in Wash-
ington is, sometimes the spenders forget 
whose money they’re spending. You’ll hear, 
we’re going to spend—the Government is 
going to spend the Government money 
here, and the Government is going to 
spend the Government here. We’re not 
spending the Government’s money, folks. 
It’s your money we’re spending, and we 
need fiscal responsibility in Washington, 
DC. 

We need to set priorities and fund those 
priorities. You know, the Senate doesn’t 
even have a budget. It couldn’t get a budg-
et passed. If you don’t have a budget, guess 
what happens? You have the tendency to 
overspend. If you don’t have a budget, 
there’s no discipline or fiscal restraint. And 
so for the sake of fiscal sanity, we need 
Doug Forrester in the United States Sen-
ate. 

I say priorities; I say priorities. The most 
important priority we have today and to-
morrow is to protect the homeland. That’s 
the most important priority in America. It’s 
a priority because there are people who 
hate America still on the loose, see. They 
hate us because we love freedom. They 
hate and we love freedom. And we love 
the fact that people from all walks of life 
can worship freely in this country. That’s 
what we love. We love the idea that people 
from all backgrounds can worship an al-
mighty God the way he or she sees fit. 
The enemy hates that. They hate that idea. 

We love the idea that people can debate 
and speak their mind and holler and whoop 
about politics. They hate it. They hate free 
thought and free speech. We love a free 
press. They hate it. See, they hate freedom, 
and we love freedom. And for so long as 
we love freedom, which will be forever as 
far as I’m concerned, they’re going to try 
to hurt us again. And so our number one 
priority should be reflected in our budget— 
it is reflected in how I think and what 
I do—is to make sure this great country 
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is secure from a bunch of coldblooded kill-
ers. And that’s all they are. 

There’s a lot of good people—there’s a 
lot of good people, a lot of good people 
who wear the uniform at the local level, 
working hard to secure the homeland. A 
lot of good firefighters and EMS and police 
officers spend a lot of time, a lot of time 
worrying about you and your health. There 
are a lot of good people at the State level, 
a lot of fine people at the Federal Govern-
ment level worrying about our security. 
We’re running down every lead. You’ve got 
to just know, anytime we get a hint, a whiff, 
a suggestion that somebody might be trying 
to come back to America, we’re moving. 
We’ll protect our rights. 

Listen, I believe strongly in the United 
States Constitution. And I know we can 
protect that Constitution and at the same 
time make sure this homeland is secure. 
We’ve got the FBI and the CIA talking 
like they never have been before. We’re 
sharing intelligence. We’ve got people 
around the world helping us. We’ve got 
freedom-loving countries sharing informa-
tion with us. No, we’re moving hard. 

But to make sure that we even do a 
better job, I asked the Congress to join 
me in setting up a Department of Home-
land Security. Listen, I didn’t run for— 
my slogan wasn’t, ‘‘Vote for George. He 
wants Government to be bigger.’’ But I do 
want it to work. I do want to be able to 
say to the American people we’ve left be-
hind—I do want it to be said we worked 
together. Republicans and Democrats 
worked together to leave behind a strategy 
and the ability for future Presidents to 
more adequately secure the homeland. 

And we’re having a little problem in the 
Senate, see. The House passed a good bill. 
It allows me to move people anytime, any 
place, anywhere in order to best deal with 
an enemy which isn’t going to be bound 
by bureaucratic rules or handbooks or vol-
umes of micromanagement. That’s not what 
they have to deal with. And I refuse to 
have future Presidents or this President 

deal with a Senate trying to tell me through 
micromanaging the process how best to se-
cure the homeland. 

I’ll give you one example. On our bor-
ders we need to know who’s coming into 
America. We need to know what they’re 
bringing. We need to know if they’re bring-
ing something in the country, and we need 
to know if they’re going to leave when they 
say they’re going to leave. That’s logical, 
and that makes common sense. And yet, 
on our borders, we’ve got three different 
departments dealing with our border secu-
rity. We’ve got the INS and the Border 
Patrol and the Customs, all full of fine peo-
ple, staffed by really great Americans, all 
working hard to make sure that border se-
curity is a part of the homeland security. 
Except in cases now, they’ve got different 
uniforms, different cultures, different styles, 
perhaps different strategies. And for the 
sake of the country, I need to have the 
flexibility to meld those organizations to-
gether. I need to be able to say to the 
American people that we’re working to-
gether. The Senate doesn’t hear it yet, but 
the Senate is going to hear from me if 
they don’t pass a good bill as this. 

And my message to the Senate is: You 
need to worry less about special interest 
in Washington and more about the security 
of the American people. But the best 
homeland security strategy is to hunt the 
killers down, one person at a time, and 
bring them to justice, which is what we’re 
going to do. 

It’s a different kind of war, but folks, 
we’re still at war. We’re still at war. This 
is an enemy which—it used to be you could 
count an enemy’s tanks or the size of its 
fleet, the number of aircraft they had, and 
say, ‘‘Oh, gosh, we’re making progress. 
They had a thousand airplanes. Now 
they’ve got 50. We’re making progress.’’ 
[Laughter] That’s not the way this war 
works right now. See, that’s not the way 
it works. You’ve got to remember, their 
commanders hide in caves or in the dark 
corners of certain cities around the world 
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and then send youngsters to their suicidal 
deaths. Theirs is an army which doesn’t 
take a lot to fund. They’re resourceful, and 
they’re tough, but they are not as tough 
as the United States of America. 

And we’re making progress. It’s hard to 
tell whether we’re making progress or not, 
but we are. One person at a time, one 
person at a time—— 

Audience members. [Inaudible]. 
The President. ——thank you—one per-

son at a time. The other day, as you no-
ticed, there was a fellow hiding in the dark 
caves—or dark corners, not caves—it was 
in the city, dark—dark corners of a city 
in Pakistan. He was going to be the 20th 
hijacker, bin al-Shibh. He wanted to come 
here to kill. He didn’t make it, because 
we fortunately did not give him access. His 
brothers obviously made it. They’re all now 
dead. And he thought he was going to 
come. And he thought he could hide, how-
ever. You can’t hide from our justice. We 
finally got him. 

And it’s typical of what’s taken place. 
We’re running them down one at a time. 
We’ve got them on the run. We’re going 
to keep them on the run. There have been 
over a couple thousand of these killers who 
we have brought to justice. We have ar-
rested them. It’s either us or—remember 
that doctrine, either you’re with us—by the 
way, a doctrine which still stands—either 
you’re with us, or you’re with them. And 
we’re rounding them up slowly but surely. 
And the other piece of news is, about like 
number weren’t as lucky as bin al-Shibh. 
They’re off the face of the planet. They’re 
no longer around. Slowly but surely, we’re 
going to dismantle the Al Qaida terrorist 
network, so they can never hurt America 
and freedom again. 

I sent a defense bill that says—and it’s 
a big increase, because I strongly believe 
that anytime we send one of our troops 
into harm’s way, he or she deserves the 
best pay, the best training, and the best 
possible equipment. We owe it to the 
troops, and we owe it to their loved ones. 

And if you’re anybody out there who has 
got a member of the United States military 
in your family, first of all, thanks. You thank 
them on behalf of the Commander in 
Chief. I’m confident and proud of our abili-
ties. 

And secondly, I’ve asked for this increase 
in defense spending because I want to send 
a signal to the world, to both friend and 
foe alike, that when it comes to the defense 
of our freedoms, we’re in this for the long 
pull. We’re in it for the long haul. There’s 
no calendar on my desk that says, because 
we’re getting tired, we’re going to quit. 
When it comes to freedoms, no matter how 
much the cost, no matter how long it takes, 
we will defend the freedoms of the United 
States of America. 

The Congress has got the defense bill 
in committee. They passed it out of the 
House, and I’m grateful. They passed it 
out of the Senate, and I’m grateful. But 
what I’m not grateful for is, they can’t get 
it to my desk. They need to reconcile their 
differences, set this as a priority, get it to 
my desk. For the sake of our national secu-
rity, I want to sign the defense bill before 
they go home. 

That’s why we need people like Doug 
up there in the Senate. We don’t need 
to play politics with the defense bill. We 
need to do what’s right for the country. 
And we need to also send a message, and 
I sent a message the other day, right up 
the way here, to the United Nations. 

Here’s the message I sent. I said, when 
we see a threat to our country, we want 
to work with others, of course. When we 
see a threat to freedom—let me put it to 
you that way, not just to our country, but 
to freedom—we’ll work with others to 
make sure that threat doesn’t materialize. 
See, we believe not only in dealing with 
the immediate. We want to make sure that 
we deal with problems before they become 
so acute that we look back and say, where 
were we—where were we? 

And we’re dealing with a man in Iraq 
who has done a couple of things that I 
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remind you about. One, he gassed his own 
people with weapons of mass destruction. 
He has invaded two countries since 1980. 
He’s a man who told the United Nations 
time and time and time again, ‘‘I will dis-
arm. I don’t have weapons.’’ He lied or 
deceived. He has made that body look 
weak. For the sake of peace, the United 
Nations must make a decision as to wheth-
er or not it’s going to be a debating society, 
like the League of Nations, or have the 
capacity to keep the peace. It’s their choice 
to make. It is their choice to make. 

There are no negotiations with Saddam 
Hussein about what he should or should 
not do. He’s already said what he would 
do. The negotiations—the discussion is 
within the United Nations Security Council, 
and soon they will tell the world whether 
or not they’re going to be relevant or 
whether or not they’re going to be weak. 
For the sake of world peace, I hope they’re 
relevant. However, for the sake of freedom 
and peace, if the United Nations will not 
deal with Saddam Hussein, the United 
States and our friends will. 

We owe it to our children to defend 
freedom. We owe it to our children and 
children elsewhere to keep the peace. I 
want you to know that behind the rhetoric 
is my strong desire for the world to be 
a—to live in peace. And I believe it’s pos-
sible. I believe it is possible that if we 
remain strong and focused, speak clearly 
about good and evil, speak clearly about 
the need for all of us to bind together 
to fight terror, to resist those who hate 
peace, that we can achieve peace. I recog-
nize it might be a steep hill to climb. 
There’s going to be some hurdles to cross. 
But by being resolved and determined, we 
can achieve peace. We can achieve peace 
not only here at home, but we can achieve 
peace in the Middle East. We can achieve 
peace in South Asia. By leading the world, 
we can achieve peace in places where peo-
ple have quit dreaming about peace. 

See, the enemy hit us. They didn’t know 
who they were hitting. They thought prob-

ably after September the 11th, 2001, we’d 
kind of take a hard look and then maybe 
file a lawsuit or two. [Laughter] They don’t 
understand the character of this Nation. 
They don’t understand our determination, 
nor do they understand our good heart and 
good will. 

I want you to remind your kids that 
when it came to enforcing the doctrine that 
said either—the doctrine said, ‘‘If you har-
bor one of those killers, you’re just as guilty 
as the killers,’’ that we went into Afghani-
stan—the first theater we went into, as a 
great country—with friends, but we went 
in not to conquer anybody, not to conquer 
anybody. We went in to uphold doctrine 
and liberate people. There are young girls 
going to school in Afghanistan for the first 
time, thanks to the United States of Amer-
ica. 

That’s the nature of our country. That’s 
the kind of people we are. We love free-
dom. You see, one of the things that distin-
guishes us from the enemy is, everybody 
has worth, as far as we’re concerned. Ev-
erybody counts. Everybody matters. Life is 
precious. That’s what we believe in Amer-
ica. And it’s not just American lives that 
are precious; it’s the life of every child, 
every citizen around the world. That’s what 
they didn’t understand about this country, 
and now they’re learning the hard way. 

No, out of the evil done to America is 
going to come some great good, I believe. 
Here at home as well, we can achieve great 
good. See, there are pockets of despair 
here in America. There are places where 
people hurt. Sadly enough, there are some 
neighborhoods where people say, ‘‘The 
American Dream isn’t meant for me. When 
you say American Dream, what are you 
talking about? It’s not meant for me.’’ 
There are places where people are ad-
dicted, people are lonely, people have just 
given up. 

And as long as they hurt, we hurt. And 
we have a chance to do something about 
it here in America. See, people have asked 
me, right after September the 11th, 2001, 
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‘‘What can I do to help?’’ I said, ‘‘What 
you can do to help is, you can love a neigh-
bor just like you’d like to be loved yourself. 
If you want to fight evil, do some good. 
If you want to fight evil, help somebody 
who hurts.’’ 

No, some of the greatest welfare pro-
grams in America come out of our churches 
and synagogues and mosques, because you 
know why those institutions exist? To love 
somebody. There’s a universal call, and 
that’s what’s happening in America. This 
country is going to change, one heart, one 
soul, one conscience at a time. It changes 
when you put your arm around a child 
and says, ‘‘Can I help you learn to read?’’ 
It changes when you walk into a shut-in’s 
house and say, ‘‘Can I love you,’’ or, ‘‘Can 
I help you?’’ It changes when you run a 
Girl Scout or a Boy Scout troop. It changes 
when you care about the quality of edu-
cation in your neighborhood. It changes 
when you become a responsible citizen. 

See, one of the reasons I first sought 
office down in Texas was because I wanted 
to work—be a part of a cultural change, 
the change of culture from one which it 
said, ‘‘If it feels good, just go ahead and 
do it,’’ and ‘‘If you’ve got a problem, blame 
somebody else.’’ I wanted to be a part of 
a cultural shift that said, ‘‘Each of us are 
responsible for the decisions we make in 
life, that if you’re a mom or a dad, it’s 
you who is responsible for loving your child 
with all your heart and all your soul.’’ 

If you’re living in Trenton, New Jersey, 
you’re responsible for the quality of life 
in Trenton. If you’re running a corporation 
in America, you’re responsible for telling 
the truth and treating your employees and 
shareholders with respect. 

No, the enemy hit us. The enemy hit 
us, but instead of weakening America, it 
strengthened America. We still grieve for 
those who lost their life, but the country 
is responding so magnificently. People do 

love a neighbor more. People are loving 
their children more. 

Perhaps the most vivid example of serv-
ing something greater than yourself, per-
haps the most vivid example of being not 
self-absorbed and materialistic that you 
don’t understand the call, happened on 
Flight 93. It’s a serious lesson for our 
youngsters to understand. It’s a serious mo-
ment. It’s a significant and serious moment 
in our Nation’s history. After all, we had 
people flying across the country. They 
thought they were on a normal trip. They 
learned the airplane was going to be used 
as a weapon. They learned that America’s 
oceans—the oceans no longer protected 
America. They told their loved ones ‘‘Good-
bye’’ or ‘‘I love you.’’ They said a prayer. 
One guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They took the 
plane into the ground to save life, to serve 
something greater than yourself in life. 
These brave souls represented the true 
spirit and greatness of our country. 

You can probably tell I’m an optimistic 
person; I am, and I have every reason to 
be. After all, the United States is the great-
est country on the face of the Earth, full 
of the greatest people. I know Doug 
Forrester wants to keep it that way, and 
so do I. 

I’m honored you all came today. Thanks 
for supporting Doug. May God bless you, 
and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. at 
the Sovereign Bank Arena. In his remarks, 
he referred to former Gov. Tom Kean of 
New Jersey; former Gov. Don DiFrancesco 
of New Jersey, and his wife, Diane; Robert 
D. Prunetti, county executive, Mercer Coun-
ty, NJ; Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al Qaida oper-
ative suspected of helping to plan the Sep-
tember 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was 
captured in Karachi, Pakistan; and President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 
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Joint Statement by President George W. Bush and President Askar Akayev 
on the Relationship Between the United States of America and the Kyrgyz 
Republic 
September 23, 2002 

We declare our commitment to strength-
en the long-term, strategic partnership and 
cooperation between our nations, desiring 
to promote a shared vision for the 21st 
century of a peaceful, prosperous, and sov-
ereign Kyrgyz Republic that is increasingly 
integrated into the global economy and the 
community of democratic nations. 

We reaffirm our deep appreciation for 
the strong relations that have been estab-
lished between our two countries based on 
mutual respect and the common goals of 
stability, peace, and prosperity. We will ad-
vance our cooperation on democratic polit-
ical and free-market economic reforms, and 
the development of the resources of the 
Kyrgyz Republic and its people. We affirm 
that these political and economic reforms 
are a necessary condition to ensure polit-
ical, social, and economic stability; sustain-
able development; prosperity; and national 
security. 

We recognize that the threats of ter-
rorism, trafficking of narcotics, and pro-
liferation of weapons of mass destruction 
endanger the security not only of the 
United States and the Kyrgyz Republic, but 
also of the Central Asian region and the 
world at large. We, therefore, seek to de-
velop our security cooperation to address 
these challenges and foster cooperation 
among the United States and the Kyrgyz 
Republic, its Central Asian neighbors, the 
other regional powers, and our European 
partners. 

Recognizing the essential role that the 
Kyrgyz Republic plays in the war against 
terrorism, we declare our intention to co-
operate in this war to its conclusion and 
within the framework of the international 
coalition. We emphasize our support for 
the Afghan Transitional Administration and 

the goal that it be at peace internally and 
with its neighbors and integrated into the 
regional and international economic struc-
tures. We also express our readiness to sup-
port Afghanistan’s reconstruction and the 
development of its natural and human re-
sources. 

In the spirit of partnership, the Kyrgyz 
Republic and the United States intend to 
strengthen joint activity to ensure security 
and stability in Central Asia. We agree that 
the expansion of trade and economic ties 
among the states of Central Asia, and deep-
ening of regional integration in important 
areas such as the environment, water re-
sources, and transportation systems, are a 
basis for regional security and prosperity. 
The United States is enhancing assistance 
programs to the Kyrgyz Republic to 
strengthen border security and to increase 
the defensive capabilities of the Armed 
Forces of the Kyrgyz Republic. 

We recognize that free-market econo-
mies, democratic political systems, and the 
rule of law provide the most effective 
means to advance the welfare of our citi-
zens and the stability of our societies. The 
United States and the Kyrgyz Republic 
pledge to develop further our bilateral 
trade and investment relations, including 
through expanded contacts between the 
business communities of our countries. We 
are united in our mutual efforts to cooper-
ate to accelerate the development of an 
attractive, transparent, and predictable in-
vestment climate in the Kyrgyz Republic. 
Achieving this goal requires the removal 
of legislative and administrative barriers to 
investment, strengthening respect for con-
tracts and the rule of law, reducing corrup-
tion, and enhancing the Kyrgyz Republic’s 
strong record on economic reform. 
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We reaffirm our commitment to work 
diligently and on a regular and sustained 
basis in the areas specified in the Memo-
randum of Understanding signed in Wash-
ington on February 15, 2002, with the goal 
of strengthening the economic component 
of our bilateral cooperation. In accordance 
with the Memorandum of Understanding, 
both sides have agreed that a high-level 
Kyrgyz government delegation will visit 
Washington in October 2002 for the pur-
pose of further identifying realistic and 
achievable objectives aimed at accelerating 
economic reforms and development in the 
Kyrgyz Republic. 

Recognizing that democracy is a corner-
stone of long-term stability, we reaffirm our 
desire to strengthen democratic institutions 
and processes, such as civil society, inde-

pendent media, local government, political 
pluralism, and free and fair elections. We 
also reaffirm our mutual commitments to 
advance the rule of law and promote free-
dom of religion and other universal human 
rights as enshrined by the founding docu-
ments of the United Nations and the Orga-
nization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, of which we are both members. 
Finally, we confirm our mutual efforts to 
enhance understanding between the citi-
zens of our two countries by promoting 
people-to-people exchanges, initiatives of 
non-governmental organizations, and con-
tacts between business people. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment. 

Joint Statement by President George W. Bush and the Presidents of the 
Central African States 
September 23, 2002 

We, the Heads of State of the United 
States, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African 
Republic, Chad, the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, 
Republic of the Congo, Rwanda, and Sao 
Tome and Principe, met September 13, 
2002 at the 57th United Nations General 
Assembly in New York. 

We confirmed our commitment to co-
operate to pursue regional peace, pros-
perity, freedom, and stability in Central Af-
rica. In pursuit of these goals, we renewed 
our commitment to the political and eco-
nomic reforms necessary to improve the 
lives of the people of Central Africa, and 
mobilize the resources required to advance 
development in the region. We will con-
tinue to show the leadership required to 
achieve these goals as the cornerstone of 
human freedom and dignity. 

We will strengthen the capacity of the 
Economic Community for Central African 

States (CEEAC) and the Monetary and 
Economic Community of Central Africa 
(CEMAC) sub-regional organizations, and 
work with the Council for Peace and Secu-
rity in Central Africa (COPAX) to prevent 
and resolve conflict, reduce human suf-
fering, and promote regional economic in-
tegration. 

Convinced that peace and security are 
global, we support the call by United Na-
tions Secretary General Kofi Annan and 
President Bush for Iraq to fulfill its obliga-
tions toward the United Nations. We agree 
that the UN Security Council must face 
its responsibilities and demonstrate the re-
solve to enforce its resolutions. 

We further agreed that cooperation is es-
sential to combat terrorism, and affirmed 
our commitment to build regional and na-
tional capabilities to share information and 
implement United Nations Security Council 
resolutions to eliminate and deny sanctuary 
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for terrorist organizations, networks, and fi-
nance across Central Africa. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment. Participating in the issuance of the 
joint statement were: President Pierre 
Buyoya of Burundi; President Paul Biya of 
Cameroon; President Ange-Felix Patasse of 
the Central African Republic; President 

Idriss Deby of Chad; President Joseph Kabila 
of the Democratic Republic of the Congo; 
President Teodoro Obiang Nguema 
Mbasogo of Equatorial Guinea; President El 
Hadj Omar Bongo of Gabon; President 
Denis Sassou-Nguesso of the Republic of the 
Congo; President Paul Kagame of Rwanda; 
and President Fradique De Menezes of Sao 
Tome and Principe. 

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With 
Respect to UNITA 
September 23, 2002 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. In accordance with 
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice, stating that the emergency declared 
with respect to the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola (UNITA) is 
to continue in effect beyond September 26, 
2002, to the Federal Register for publica-
tion. The most recent notice continuing this 
emergency was published in the Federal 
Register on September 25, 2001 (66 Fed. 
Reg. 49084). 

The circumstances that led to the dec-
laration on September 26, 1993, of a na-
tional emergency have not been resolved. 
The actions and policies of UNITA pose 

a continuing unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the foreign policy of the United 
States. United Nations Security Council 
Resolutions 864 (1993), 1127 (1997), and 
1173 (1998) continue to oblige all member 
states to maintain sanctions. Discontinu-
ation of the sanctions would have a preju-
dicial effect on the prospects for peace in 
Angola. For these reasons, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to maintain in 
force the broad authorities necessary to 
apply economic pressure on UNITA to re-
duce its ability to pursue its military oper-
ations. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
September 23, 2002. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 24. 
The notice of September 23 is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume. 
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Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the National 
Emergency With Respect to UNITA 
September 23, 2002 

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c), I am providing a 6-month 
report prepared by my Administration on 
the national emergency with respect to the 
National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola (UNITA) that was declared in 

Executive Order 12865 of September 26, 
1993. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
September 23, 2002. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 24. 

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on Plan Colombia 
September 23, 2002 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to section 3204(e), of Public 

Law 106–246, I am providing a report pre-
pared by my Administration detailing the 
progress of spending by the executive 
branch during the first two quarters of Fis-
cal Year 2002 in support of Plan Colombia. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 

September 23, 2002. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 24. 

Remarks Following a Cabinet Meeting and an Exchange With Reporters 
September 24, 2002 

The President. Thanks for coming. We 
just had a very productive Cabinet meeting. 
We realize there’s little time left in—before 
the Senate and the House goes home, but 
we’re optimistic a lot can get done between 
now and then. Congress must act now to 
pass a resolution which will hold Saddam 
Hussein to account for a decade of defi-
ance. 

It’s time to get a homeland security bill 
done, one which will allow this President 
and this administration, and future Presi-

dents—give us the tools necessary to pro-
tect the homeland. And we’re working as 
hard as we can with Phil Gramm and Zell 
Miller to get this bill moving. It’s a good 
bill. It’s a bill that both Republicans and 
Democrats can and should support. 

My message, of course, is that—to the 
Senators up here that are more interested 
in special interests—you better pay atten-
tion to the overall interests of protecting 
the American people. 
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We can get budget going. I need a de-
fense bill. The Senate needs to get and 
the House needs to get their differences 
reconciled and get a defense bill to my 
desk before they go home. That’s a very 
important signal to send. And at the same 
time, since there is no budget in the Sen-
ate, they’ve got to be mindful of over-
spending, very important for those up there 
who keep talking about budget—balanced 
budget and all that—to not overspend. If 
they’re truly that concerned about the def-
icit, then one way they can help is to be 
fiscally sound with the people’s money. 

We talked about the need to get pension 
reform and an energy bill, terrorism insur-
ance. There’s time to get all this done, and 
we look forward to working with the Mem-
bers of Congress to get it done. 

I’ll answer a couple of questions, starting 
with Fournier [Ron Fournier] of the AP. 

British Dossier on Iraq/Al Gore 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Can I have 

your reaction to two recent assessments on 
the situation in Iraq? First, Tony Blair said 
today that Saddam has tried to acquire sig-
nificant quantities of uranium and can 
quickly deploy chemical and biological 
weapons. But there seems to be little new 
information in the dossier. Secondly, 
former Vice President Al Gore—— 

The President. That might explain why. 
Q. Pardon me, sir? 
The President. Explain why he didn’t put 

new information—to protect sources. Go 
ahead. 

Q. If you could explain why, I’d appre-
ciate it. And secondly, Vice President Al 
Gore—— 

The President. That’s right, I forgot our 
different roles. [Laughter] 

Q. I couldn’t even get on the ballot. 
[Laughter] 

The President. Did that have something 
to do with the background check? [Laugh-
ter] 

Q. When I have something on that, I’ll 
let you know, sir. [Laughter] 

The Vice President yesterday said that 
you’ve managed to replace the world’s sym-
pathy on Iraq with fear, anxiety, and uncer-
tainty. And you’re using the issue to steer 
attention away from the inability to get 
Usama bin Laden. 

The President. I’m confident that a lot 
of Democrats here in Washington, DC, un-
derstand that Saddam is a true threat to 
America. And I look forward to working 
with them to get a strong resolution passed. 

Prime Minister Blair, first of all, is a 
very strong leader, and I admire his willing-
ness to tell the truth and to lead. Secondly, 
he has—continues to make the case, like 
we make the case, that Saddam Hussein 
is a threat to peace, that for 11 years he 
has deceived the world. For 11 years he’s 
ignored the United Nations, and for 11 
years he has stockpiled weapons. And we 
shouldn’t deceive ourselves about this man. 
He has poisoned his people before. He has 
poisoned his neighborhood. He is willing 
to use weapons of mass destruction. And 
the Prime Minister continues to make the 
case, and so will I. 

And I again call for the United Nations 
to pass a strong resolution holding this man 
to account. And if they’re unable to do 
so, the United States and our friends will 
act, because we believe in peace. We want 
to keep the peace. We don’t trust this man, 
and that’s what the Blair report showed 
today. 

The reason why it wasn’t specific is be-
cause—I understand why—he’s not going 
to reveal sources and methods of collection 
of sensitive information. Those sources and 
methods may be—will be used later on, 
I’m confident, as we gather more informa-
tion about how this man has deceived the 
world. 

Holland [Steve Holland, Reuters]. Yes. 
Sorry. Excuse me. Go ahead. 

Q. Sir, do you want to specifically re-
spond, please, to Al Gore, instead of just 
generally about Democrats? What did you 
think about his—— 
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The President. I just responded. I mean, 
there’s a lot of Democrats in Washington, 
DC, who understand that Saddam Hussein 
is a true threat and that we must hold 
him to account. And I believe you’ll see, 
as we work to get a strong resolution out 
of the Congress, that a lot of Democrats 
are willing to take the lead when it comes 
to keeping the peace. 

Situation in the Middle East 
Q. Sir, Arab leaders are warning the ter-

rorism coalition and your efforts in Iraq 
are at risk because of the Arafat siege. Why 
didn’t U.S. support last night’s U.N. resolu-
tion, and what can you say to get Israel 
to end the siege? 

The President. What we do support is 
this, Steve—and our abstention should have 
sent a message that we hope that all parties 
stay on the path to peace. And I laid out 
what the path to peace—what the path to 
peace was here at the—in the Rose Gar-
den. First of all, we all have got to fight 
terror. But as we fight terror, particularly 
in the Middle East, they’ve got to build 
the institution necessary for a Palestinian 
state to emerge, that we’ve got to promote 
the leadership that is willing to condemn 
terror and, at the same time, work toward 
the embetterment of the lives of the Pales-
tinian people. There are a lot of suffering 
people there, and we’ve got to help end 
the suffering. 

And I thought the actions the Israelis 
take—the Israelis took were not helpful in 
terms of the establishment and develop-
ment of the institutions necessary for a Pal-
estinian state to emerge. We will continue 
to work with all parties in the region, Israel 
and everybody else who wants to fight off 
terror. We’ll do that. 

In order for there to be peace, we must 
battle terror. But at the same time, we 
must have a hopeful response. And the 
most hopeful response of all for the Pales-
tinian people is for—to work for a state 
to emerge. And that is possible. I believe 
strongly it can happen. I believe it’s—I be-

lieve in peace in the Middle East. And 
I would urge all governments to work to-
ward that peace. 

And we’re making progress, and that’s 
what’s important for the world to know. 
We’re making progress on the security 
front. We’re making progress on the polit-
ical reform front. We’re making progress 
to make it clear that if there is to be a 
peaceful settlement, that the Palestinians 
must be given the opportunity to bring 
forth leadership which is willing to work 
toward peace. And it was not helpful what 
happened recently. 

Dick [Richard Keil, Bloomberg News]. 

National Economy 
Q. Mr. President, we haven’t asked you 

about the economy in quite some time. 
Consumer confidence numbers out today— 
not real good. Later this month, lots of 
Americans are going to receive their 401(k) 
statements, many of them probably cringing 
about what they’re going to see in there. 
Do you feel like the economy is on the 
right track, that the stock market can 
mount any kind of a recovery in coming 
months? And if you are optimistic, what 
are your reasons for your optimism? 

The President. Yes. Well, I’m optimistic 
because, one, I’m optimistic about America 
in general. I mean, the American people 
are resilient; they’re strong. We’ve got the 
best workers in the world. Inflation is 
down. Interest rates are low. So when you 
combine the productivity of the American 
people with low interest rates and low infla-
tion, those are the ingredients for growth. 

But there’s more to do. That’s why we 
need a terrorism insurance bill. We need 
to get our hardhats working again. We need 
to make the tax cuts permanent so that 
entrepreneurs and small businesses have 
got certainty in the Tax Code. We need 
to make sure Congress doesn’t overspend. 
If Congress overspends, it will send a 
chilling signal to markets. And so there are 
things that Congress and the administration 
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can do, working together to make sure peo-
ple work. 

But I’m an optimist. I’m optimistic be-
cause this is America; that’s what makes 
me optimistic. The entrepreneurial spirit is 
strong, and we’re really good at a lot of 
things we do. 

But no question that, you know, that 
things changed, I mean, from the boom 
days. The market started to decline in 
March of 2000. That’s when it peaked. The 
sellers outnumbered the buyers starting in 
March of 2000. And then in the summer 
of 2000, the economy began to slow down, 
people began to see a serious slowdown. 
And then we came into office, and we had 
three quarters of negative growth. That’s 
called a recession. 

And we’re dealing with it. We’re dealing 
with a sound—fiscal policies, starting with 
letting people have more of their own 
money. See, the tax cut was actually nec-
essary, a necessary part of economic recov-

ery. And there are some up here in Wash-
ington, DC, who would like to raise the 
taxes on the people. And that’s just—that’s 
bad economics; that’s bad policy. People 
up here want to stop the reduction in in-
come taxes for the American people. That’s 
bad policy in the face of an economic slow-
down. 

So you bet I’m optimistic. But I under-
stand we’ve got a lot of work to do. And 
we will—we will continue to work hard to 
make sure that people can find work. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq; and Prime Minister Tony 
Blair of the United Kingdom. A reporter re-
ferred to Usama bin Laden, leader of the 
Al Qaida terrorist organization, and Chair-
man Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Author-
ity. 

Remarks Honoring the NCAA Spring Championship Teams 
September 24, 2002 

The President. Thank you all. Welcome. 
Please be seated. Thank you. This is cham-
pions day here at the White House, and 
I want to welcome all the champs who 
are here. I particularly love being around 
those who’ve set high goals, worked hard 
to achieve them, and win. 

I want to thank the chancellors, presi-
dents, athletic directors, supporters, family 
members for being here as well. I’m hon-
ored to welcome people of high accom-
plishment to the White House. You’re here 
during extraordinary times. This is a time 
of challenge for our country. It’s really a 
time to determine the fiber of our Nation, 
the character of our people. We’re being 
tested. But because we’re Americans, be-
cause we believe things—hold values deep-

ly in our heart, we will succeed. There’s 
no question in my mind. 

And one way we’re going to succeed is 
for all of us, particularly the champs here, 
to remember there is a responsibility that 
comes with being a champion. I happen 
to believe you have a responsibility to set 
an example for others, that as you succeed 
on the field of play, you’ve got to remem-
ber there are youngsters looking at you, 
trying to determine how they should live 
their life. So as you set high standards for 
yourself, I hope you remember people are 
watching and that you can affect people’s 
lives in an incredibly positive way. 

There’s another way you can serve your 
community as well, by loving a neighbor 
like you’d like to be loved yourself; that 
a champion on the field can be a champion 
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off the field by mentoring a child or caring 
for somebody in need or helping to elimi-
nate pockets of despair and hopelessness 
in the country. You’ve got an opportunity 
as champions to be champions off the field 
in the community in which you live. And 
there’s no question in my mind that when 
you put your mind to it, you can. You can 
help shape the character of the country. 
You can overcome—help overcome evil by 
doing some good in the communities in 
which you live. 

So I want to welcome you all here. I 
want to welcome two Members of the 
United States Congress, Jim Walsh and Joe 
Wilson—Jim from New York, and Joe from 
South Carolina. 

I appreciate all the team captains who 
are up here. And it’s now my honor to 
kind of go through the roster of the 
champs, those who have earned the title 
of NCAA champion and, therefore, get to 
come to this fabulous place—[laughter]— 
my temporary home. 

First, out of the State of California, the 
softball champs, NCAA softball champs 
from the University of California, coached 
by Diane Ninemire. These girls beat a 
tough field. They got a one-hitter from 
Jocelyn Forrest to win the championship. 
It’s my honor to welcome the Golden Bears 
of California here to the White House. 

[At this point, third baseman Candace 
Harper presented the President with a team 
jersey.] 

The President. Next, men’s lacrosse. This 
year was dominated by Syracuse. I say 
‘‘dominated’’—they won the last four games 
by one goal, but they were 15 and 2. 
[Laughter] They were 15 and 2. They’ve 
won their eighth national championship. 
They are coached by John Desko—a fine 
group of people from Syracuse. Congratula-
tions, and welcome to the White House. 

[Team captain Josh Coffman presented the 
President with a signed team poster.] 

The President. And then the best wom-
en’s lacrosse team in the history of Prince-
ton University is with us. At least, that’s 
how they were rated by those who know 
something about women’s lacrosse. Their 
coach is Chris Sailer—Gary Walters, the 
athletic director. These ladies scored the 
most points and the most goals in Princeton 
history. I know the Syracuse men beat 
Princeton. It’s lucky you didn’t play the 
women this year. [Laughter] Anyway, it’s 
my honor to welcome the Princeton Tigers, 
NCAA champs here. 
[Team co-captain Lauren Simone presented 
the President with a T-shirt featuring the 
final score of the team’s win against Yale 
during the season.] 

The President. Tennis team. [Laughter] 
The University of Southern California Tro-
jans have been coached by a man named 
Dick Leach for 23 years. And under his 
leadership, they’ve won four NCAA cham-
pions; they’ve won 16 in their school’s his-
tory. 

It is my honor to welcome Coach Leach, 
the University of Southern California Tro-
jan champions, along with new coach Peter 
Smith and Athletic Director Mike Garrett. 
Welcome to the White House. 
[Team captain Andrew Park presented the 
President with an inscribed tennis racket.] 

The President. Stanford University. They 
win a lot of things, and this year the wom-
en’s tennis team is here at the White 
House because they won the NCAA cham-
pions. They’re coached by Lele Forood. 
They have been here a lot. They were here 
2 years in a row. This is their second year 
in a row. They have won the national 
championship 12 times in 22 years. It is 
my honor to welcome a group of ladies 
from a school that has had an unbelievable 
tradition of winning NCAA championships, 
and that is the Stanford women’s tennis 
team. Welcome. 
[Team members presented the President 
with a T-shirt.] 
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The President. Men’s golf. The University 
of Minnesota won its first NCAA men’s 
golf championship this year. Incredibly 
enough, it was the only team in the tour-
nament to finish below par. That’s a hard 
course. 

I want to thank Brad James, the head 
coach, and Joel Maturi, who is the athletic 
director, for coming. And congratulations 
to the Golden Gophers golf team of Min-
nesota. 

[Assistant coach Andrew Tank presented 
the President with a box of golf balls.] 

The President. Guy must think I play golf 
a lot around here. [Laughter] 

And the women’s golf team of Duke Uni-
versity is the NCAA champs, coached by 
Dan Brooks. This is their second national 
title. Joel Alleva is here as well, who is 
the athletic director. Dan Brooks must be 
a great coach—looks like a pretty young 
guy to me, and he’s already in the National 
Golf Coaches’ Association Hall of Fame. 

Congratulations, Duke. Congratulations 
for a victory. These girls told me they’re 
going to be back next year. I look forward 
to seeing them again. 

[Team captain Candy Hanneman presented 
the President with a box of golf balls.] 

The President. LS&U, right across the 
border from where I used to live. I want 
to welcome the men’s outdoor track and 
field team and the women’s indoor track 
and field team. If you ever follow college 
track, you know that LSU has been domi-
nant, to say the least. And once again, they 
have been dominant. This is the 23d cham-
pionship under Coach Pat Henry’s leader-
ship. And I want to welcome, first, the 
men’s outdoor track team. Welcome to the 
White House, and congratulations for a 
great victory. 

[Team member Walter Davis presented the 
President with a gift.] 

The President. And the women’s indoor 
track team routed the field this year. Their 

closest competitor was 14 points. Welcome 
to the LSU Tigers women’s track team. 
Congratulations. 

[Team members presented the President 
with a T-shirt.] 

The President. The University of South 
Carolina had never won an NCAA cham-
pionship until this year, when the women’s 
outdoor track and field team beat a tough 
field. It’s my honor to welcome Andrew 
Sorensen, who is the president of the Uni-
versity, Mike McGee, the athletic director, 
Coach Curtis Frye, and the women from 
the University of South Carolina. It’s a 
great tribute to your skill and talent. It’s 
a great honor for you to have won your 
university’s first NCAA championship. Wel-
come to the White House. 

[Team member Demetria Washington pre-
sented the President with a team warm-
up jacket.] 

The President. And finally—[laughter]— 
the mighty Longhorns of the University of 
Texas. There were a lot of people here 
in the White House that were sweating out 
the NCAA final in college baseball this 
year. I’m probably going to rewrite a little 
history here, but I was the Governor when 
Augie Garrido first came to the University 
of Texas. And as I recall it, he said, ‘‘I’m 
going to win a national championship for 
Texas.’’ He just didn’t tell me he was going 
to win the national championship and I was 
going to be the President. [Laughter] He 
forgot the second part. 

But we’re really proud of the University 
of Texas. We’re proud of Coach Garrido. 
We’re proud of the—we’re proud of—all 
the Texans here that work here in Wash-
ington, DC, are proud to be able to ‘‘hook 
the horns.’’ Congratulations. 

[Team captain Ryan Hubele presented the 
President with a team jersey.] 

The President. So that concludes cham-
pionship day here at the White House. We 
hope to see you all here next year. In the 
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meantime, I want you to remember that NOTE: The President spoke at 2:39 p.m. in 
you’re a citizen of the greatest country on the East Room at the White House. 
the face of the Earth. May God bless you 
all, and may God continue to bless Amer-
ica. Thanks for coming. 

Remarks at a Reception for Senatorial Candidate John R. Thune 
September 24, 2002 

Thank you all for coming. ‘‘Senator,’’ 
thanks for that kind introduction. There 
should be no doubt where my allegiance 
is in South Dakota, and that’s with John 
Thune, the next Senator from the State 
of South Dakota. 

There’s a lot of reasons why I think John 
ought to be in the Senate, starting with 
the fact that he really married well. [Laugh-
ter] Probably some of you haven’t had a 
chance to meet Kimberley, but you’ll know 
it’s true when I say he married above him-
self. [Laughter] They’ve got a fabulous fam-
ily. Every time I’ve been to South Dakota, 
they’ve been there to greet me. And there’s 
no doubt in my mind where his priorities 
lay, and that is with his family and his 
faith and his State and his country. He’s 
a man of deep value, a good, honorable 
guy. He’s a man who will bring credit to 
the United States Senate, and I’m proud 
to endorse him and to work as hard as 
I possibly can to see that he becomes the 
next Senator from South Dakota. 

Kimberley was wise enough to skip my 
speech, and so was Laura. [Laughter] She 
sends her affection to the Thunes and joins 
me in thanking you all for being here to 
support this good fellow. 

Laura is doing great, by the way. She 
was a, you know, public school librarian 
when I married her, and she didn’t like 
politics and really didn’t like politicians, if 
the truth be known. [Laughter] She liked 
a few of them, but she could never envision 
herself being involved in the political proc-
ess. And thank goodness she said yes when 

I asked her to marry me. A lot of people 
are wondering why she did that. But she’s 
doing a fabulous job as our First Lady. 
She sends her best. 

I want to thank some Senators here who 
are anxiously awaiting the arrival of John 
Thune. I know Trent Lott is here, soon 
to be majority leader of the Senate. I know 
Bill Frist is here, from Tennessee, in the 
back. Thank you for coming, Bill. I see 
my friend Larry Craig is here. I appreciate 
you coming, Larry. 

I know a lot of Members of Congress 
who are here because they know John and 
like him a lot. I want to thank all the sup-
porters and organizers who have helped in 
the past and are helping this time again. 
I appreciate you all coming. It’s good to 
be with friends and people who care deeply 
about the future of our country—something 
we all have got to be concerned about, 
the future of our country. 

One of the things I like about John is 
that he’s a fellow who can get things done 
on behalf of the citizens of South Dakota 
and the citizens of our country. As you 
know, a lot of folks are suffering out there 
as a result of a drought. And in Washington 
there’s always a lot of talk about trying 
to get something done, and a lot of times 
something doesn’t get done in this town. 

But thanks to his leadership, his willing-
ness to represent the farmers and ranchers 
of South Dakota, he worked with Ann 
Veneman and my administration to get im-
mediate relief to people who hurt. So while 
Washington was talking, John Thune was 
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doing on behalf of the people of South 
Dakota. 

Not only is the drought the challenge, 
but so is our economy. We’ve got people 
who want to work and can’t find work, and 
we’ve got to do something about it. And 
I want somebody in the Senate who under-
stands the role of Government, and that’s 
not to create wealth but an environment 
in which the entrepreneur can flourish and 
in which small businesses can grow to be 
big businesses, an environment in which 
we understand the role of Government is 
to lay the foundation for growth. And that’s 
what we have been doing here in Wash-
ington, much to the objections of some. 

I want you to remember back during the 
tax cut debate. I said—and John agreed— 
that we needed to let people keep more 
of their own money. When the economy 
began to slow, it was important to let peo-
ple have more of their own money so they 
could spend, and when they would spend, 
somebody would produce a good or a serv-
ice. And when somebody produced the 
good or service to meet their demand, 
somebody is more likely to find work. 

We got the tax cut passed. But because 
of the rules of the Senate—and this one’s 
a hard one to explain. It’s a hard one to 
explain in South Dakota, and it’s a hard 
one to explain in Crawford, Texas. But be-
cause of the rules of the Senate, that tax 
relief plan we passed goes away in 10 
years—9 years from now. And that creates 
uncertainty in the economy. It’s hard to 
plan when the Tax Code shifts around. It’s 
hard to—it’s hard to envision a future that’s 
stable. And people need a stable environ-
ment in order to create jobs. For the sake 
of economic vitality, for the sake of job 
creation, I need people in the Senate who 
will make the tax cuts permanent, a perma-
nent part of our Tax Code. 

And that includes permanently repealing 
the death tax. That should be an issue in 
South Dakota. There’s a lot of farmers and 
ranchers who are going to get run off their 
farms and ranches if we don’t repeal the 

death tax forever. We don’t need people 
playing games with the death tax to mask 
their desire to keep the death tax in place. 
When this man says he’s going to support 
us to get rid of the death tax, he means 
it. It’s an important voice to have in the 
Senate. 

As well, we’ve got a problem with fiscal 
sanity in Washington. Every idea is a good 
idea up here. The problem is, every idea 
costs billions of dollars. The Senate hasn’t 
passed a budget. And when you don’t have 
a budget, it is—it’s liable to encourage ex-
cessive spending. And if there’s excessive 
spending, it’s going to serve as a drag on 
job creation. 

If you’re interested in job vitality, it’s 
important for Washington, DC, to be fis-
cally sound with the people’s money, to 
spend money on priorities and only spend 
money on priorities. And John Thune un-
derstands that. We need more fiscal sanity 
in the United States Senate, and he will 
bring that. We proposed—my budget I pro-
posed shows us a way to get back to bal-
ance after a difficult period of time, after 
an attack and an emergency and a reces-
sion. And some in the Senate hadn’t heard 
that message. But John Thune will hear 
it. He understands what I understand: The 
money we spend up here is not the Gov-
ernment’s money. The money we spend up 
here is the taxpayers’ money, and we need 
to watch it carefully. 

We need an energy bill, for the sake 
of job creation as well as for national secu-
rity purposes. We need a terrorism insur-
ance bill to get our hardhats working again 
and, by the way, a bill which will reward 
hard work but not reward trial lawyers. 

We need commonsense thinking when it 
comes to our national forests. John under-
stands this. Larry understands this. We’ve 
allowed our forests to build up like giant 
piles of kindling, as a result of backward 
environmental policy. We need common-
sense practices. We need commonsense 
thinking in the United States Senate. And 
that’s the kind of thinking John will bring. 
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And we also need to have people up 
there who understand the true challenge 
we face in America, and the challenge we 
face is the security of our homeland. My 
most important job, I believe the most im-
portant job of our Congress, is to work 
together to make the homeland secure, is 
to do everything we possibly can to prevent 
an enemy which hates America from attack-
ing us again. 

Oh, I know some would wish the enemy 
would go away, but they’re not. You see, 
they hate freedom, and we love freedom. 
They can’t stand what we stand for. But 
we’re going to stand for what we stand 
for forever. See, we love the fact that peo-
ple can worship freely in America. We love 
the fact that people can come to our coun-
try and realize their dreams. We love the 
fact that people can debate freely. We love 
a free press. 

We love everything there is about free-
dom, and we also value each life in our 
country and around the world. Everybody 
matters. Everybody has worth. Everybody 
counts. But that’s not the way the enemy 
thinks. They don’t believe in every life mat-
ters. They’re willing to take innocent life 
in the name of a hijacked religion. 

And so we’ve got a big task ahead of 
us today and tomorrow and down the road, 
and that is to defend our freedoms. And 
that’s why I asked the Congress to respond 
to this notion of setting up a Department 
of Homeland Security. We’ve got to be able 
to better coordinate between our agencies 
the defense of our homeland. If the num-
ber one priority is homeland defense, it 
ought to be the number one priority of 
every agency involved with homeland de-
fense. And the best way to ensure that hap-
pens is to put them under one umbrella 
and then give the President, this President 
and future Presidents, the ability and the 
flexibility to move people at the right place 
at the right time in order to defeat an 
enemy and to defend America. 

And yet right now in the Senate, the 
Senate feels like they want to micromanage 

the process—not all Senators but some 
Senators. They want to have a pile of books 
this thick that will hamstring future admin-
istrations as to how best to protect our 
homeland, and I’m not going to stand for 
it. 

I appreciate John’s vote on a good home-
land security bill. And the Senate must hear 
this, because the American people under-
stand it. They should not respond to special 
interests. They ought to respond to this 
interest: Protecting the American people 
from a future attack. 

Finally, you all know this—John under-
stands this, and I hope you do as well— 
the best way to defend our homeland is 
to hunt the killers down, one person at 
a time, and to bring them to justice. And 
that’s what we’re going to do. That’s what 
this country is going to do. And that’s why 
I asked the Congress to pass the largest 
increase in defense spending since Ronald 
Reagan was the President. 

I did so for two valid reasons. One, our 
people deserve the best pay. If you put 
the uniform on and you go into harm’s 
way, you’ve got to have the best pay, the 
best training, and the best possible equip-
ment. And secondly, I asked for that bill 
because I wanted to send a clear signal 
to everybody that we’re in this deal for 
the long pull, that there’s not a moment 
in time where we say, ‘‘Well, gosh, we 
quit,’’ that this country will do whatever 
it takes to defend our freedoms. 

And one of the things I just call upon 
the Congress to do before they go home 
is to get the defense bill to my desk. It 
passed the House. It passed the Senate. 
It’s now clogged up in a conference com-
mittee. For the sake of sending the right 
signal, for the sake of doing what’s right 
for our military, for the sake for doing 
what’s right for planning, for prosecuting 
this war, I need a defense bill before they 
go home. 

Our job is to keep the peace. Our job 
is to leave a legacy of freedom for our 
children and our children’s children. My 
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job is to remain firm and to uphold the 
doctrine, ‘‘Either you’re with us, or you’re 
with the enemy.’’ That still stands. The doc-
trine says, ‘‘If you harbor a terrorist and 
feed a terrorist, you’re just as guilty as a 
terrorist.’’ That still stands. 

It also stands that we must not allow 
leaders who develop the world’s worst 
weapons to blackmail the United States or 
our friends and allies, to hold us hostage. 
I went to the United Nations because I 
want the United Nations to have heard not 
only the case about Saddam Hussein—the 
fact that he has weapons of mass destruc-
tion, the fact that he gassed his own people, 
the fact that he terrorized his neighbor-
hood, the fact that he has terrorized his 
own people much worse than Mr. Milosevic 
did. I also made it clear to the United 
Nations, we want, for the sake of peace, 
for the United Nations to be an effective 
body. We don’t want it to be a League 
of Nations. We want it to be a body that 
can—that has got the backbone necessary 
to keep the peace. I’m willing to work with 
nations in the United Nations to not only 
strengthen that institution but to hold Sad-
dam Hussein to account. 

But if the United Nations won’t act, if 
they won’t disarm Saddam Hussein, if they 
won’t expose this liar for what he is, then 
the United States and other friends of ours 
around the world will do just that. We owe 
it to our children, and we owe it to our 
children’s children. 

And I want to thank Members of both 
parties in the United States Congress for 
working to develop a strong resolution and 
strong signal to the world that this Nation 
is determined. We love peace. Military is 
not our first choice. But nevertheless, we 
will not let the challenges that we face go 
unheeded. We understand the reality. We 
understand the nature of the man with 
which we deal. Everybody matters. Every 
life counts, including those who have been 
tortured and killed and suppressed in Iraq. 

See, we believe in freedom. We believe 
in freeing people while we free ourselves 

from threats. I understand the—I under-
stand that the world is—some in the world 
are—don’t see it that way. But if we have 
to and when we succeed, the world will 
thank the United States and our friends 
and allies for making our world more se-
cure and more peaceful. 

I appreciate the fact that people say to 
me, you know, ‘‘How are things going?’’ 
And my answer very quickly is, ‘‘Great, be-
cause we’re the greatest nation on the face 
of the Earth. We are showing the world 
the true nature of our country, that we’re 
tough when we have to be tough, and we’re 
compassionate at the same time.’’ 

I met with a group of Afghan women 
who are involved in their Government. I 
reminded them what I like to remind peo-
ple all across our country, particularly the 
youngsters, that we went into their country 
to uphold doctrine. But we also went in 
to liberate people. Ours is a nation which 
does not conquer. We have no territorial 
designs or desires. But we love freedom. 

It made me feel so great to see 14 
women, who had lived under the clutches 
of one of the most barbaric regimes in the 
history of mankind, sitting in the Roosevelt 
Room at the White House, talking about 
how to enhance education, asking us never 
to leave until they’re secure—which 
promised them we wouldn’t—talking about 
peace, talking about a hopeful future, 
thanks to the resolve of the United States 
of America and her people. 

I also want you to know that not only 
will that kind of good come out of the 
evil done to us, but I passionately believe 
not only can we achieve peace in places 
in the world which have quit on peace, 
but we can address some of our own prob-
lems at home in a way we have never ad-
dressed them before. 

There are pockets of despair and hope-
lessness in this country; there just are. 
There are people who hurt. There are peo-
ple who are addicted. There are people 
who say, when somebody says ‘‘the Amer-
ican Dream,’’ they don’t know what they’re 
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talking about. See, they’ve given up on the 
American experience. But that can be over-
come as our fellow citizens love a neighbor 
just like they’d like to be loved themselves. 

You see, the enemy hit us. But they 
didn’t know who they were hitting. I like 
to say that they probably thought that after 
9/11/2001, we would file a lawsuit or two. 
[Laughter] What they found is, they found 
they touched a nerve in this country, a 
nerve that says we’ll defend our values at 
any cost. 

But also they touched a nerve where 
Americans have taken a step back and real-
ize that being a patriot is more than putting 
your hand over your heart and saying the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Being a patriot is 
helping a fellow American who hurts, men-
toring a child, starting a Boy Scout or Girl 
Scout troop, being involved with a church 
or synagogue and mosque program nec-
essary to feed the hungry or to find shelter 

for those who have no place to live. That’s 
the America that is now showing its face 
to the world. Out of the evil done to Amer-
ica will come incredible good, because our 
people are so good, and we are so great 
as a nation. 

I want to thank you for helping John. 
He’ll be a great United States Senator. 
Thank you for coming, and may God bless 
you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:18 p.m. in 
the Ballroom at the Willard Inter-Conti-
nental Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to 
Kimberley Thune, wife of Representative 
Thune; President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; 
and former President Slobodan Milosevic of 
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia 
and Montenegro). Representative Thune was 
a candidate for the U.S. Senate in South Da-
kota. 

Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Alvaro Uribe of Colombia 
and an Exchange With Reporters 
September 25, 2002 

President Bush. Thank you. Welcome. 
Here’s what we’re going to do. I am going 
to give a statement; President Uribe will 
give a statement. I will call upon an Amer-
ican journalist; the President will call upon 
a Colombian journalist. I will then call 
upon another American journalist; the 
President will call upon a Colombian jour-
nalist. And then you all will leave. [Laugh-
ter] 

Mr. President, welcome to the Oval Of-
fice. It is my honor to welcome this good 
man, this friend of freedom, to the Oval 
Office. I have been incredibly impressed 
by his vision for a peaceful Colombia and 
a prosperous Colombia. He’s a man who 
told the people of his country that he 
would work to eradicate terrorism, 
narcotrafficking. The Colombian people be-

lieve him, and so do I. And today I want 
to affirm our country’s strong desire to help 
the Colombian Government and the Co-
lombian people prosper and to live in free-
dom. I appreciate his leadership. I appre-
ciate his strength of character. I appreciate 
his clear vision. 

So, Mr. President, bienvenidos a la Oval 
Office, aqui en la Casa Blanca. 

President Uribe. Muchas gracias, 
Presidente. 

[At this point, President Uribe continued 
in Spanish, and no translation was pro-
vided.] 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. 
Would you like that translated into 

English? 
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President Uribe. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent, for this warm welcome. We need the 
support of your country, the support of 
your Government, your personal support 
for my country to solve problems of vio-
lence, economic and social problems. You 
have set up a very effective example of 
the way we need to go on to fight and 
to defeat terrorism. We are in necessity 
to have allies such as you and your Govern-
ment for Colombians to restore law and 
order, for Colombians to restore a way of 
creating employment, of improvement of 
our standard of living. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
President Bush. Por nada. [Laughter] 
Patsy Wilson, Reuters. 

President Saddam Hussein of Iraq and Al 
Qaida 

Q. Mr. President, do you believe that 
Saddam Hussein is a bigger threat to the 
United States than Al Qaida? 

President Bush. That’s a—that is a inter-
esting question. I’m trying to think of 
something humorous to say—[laughter]— 
but I can’t when I think about Al Qaida 
and Saddam Hussein. They’re both risks. 
They’re both dangerous. The difference, of 
course, is that Al Qaida likes to hijack gov-
ernments. Saddam Hussein is a dictator of 
a government. Al Qaida hides; Saddam 
doesn’t. But the danger is, is that they work 
in concert. The danger is, is that Al Qaida 
becomes an extension of Saddam’s madness 
and his hatred and his capacity to extend 
weapons of mass destruction around the 
world. 

Both of them need to be dealt with. The 
war on terror—you can’t distinguish be-
tween Al Qaida and Saddam when you talk 
about the war on terror. And so it’s a com-
parison that is—I can’t make because I 
can’t distinguish between the two, because 
they’re both equally as bad and equally as 
evil and equally as destructive. 

Press Secretary Ari Fleischer. Question 
for a Colombian reporter? 

Assistance to Colombia 
Q. Mr. President Bush, the Colombian 

Government is here asking for support 
from the U.S. Government, economic sup-
port, both with the Andean Trade Pref-
erence Act and also maybe from the De-
partment of Treasury. Is the Government— 
the U.S. Government willing to help the 
Colombian Government? 

President Bush. We’re certainly willing 
to help the Government and the Colombian 
people realize a prosperous future. I’ve 
asked my Secretary of Treasury to be here 
today to listen to the dialog with the Presi-
dent. There will be further discussions. The 
Andean Trade Preference Act has been re-
newed and revitalized to the benefit of the 
Colombian economy. We had a big discus-
sion here in America, and I got a favorable 
vote out of our Congress that I’m confident 
will benefit those who seek work in Colom-
bia. We look forward to working with inter-
national institutions to help this good man 
and this good—important country to grow 
and prosper. 

And so the purpose of this visit is to 
not only talk about prosperity and economic 
growth and vitality, but it’s also to talk 
about how to fight terror. And I’m looking 
forward to a good and active discussion. 

Terry Moran [ABC News]. 

2002 Elections and the War on Terrorism 
Q. Mr. President, are you politicizing the 

war? Do you think Americans should base 
their vote in November in part on where 
a candidate stands on the war? 

President Bush. I think the American 
people ought to understand that life has 
changed here in this country, that it used 
to be two oceans would separate us from 
danger, that we were quite comfortable in 
our shores knowing that it would take an 
unusual circumstance to be attacked. After 
September the 11th, we were attacked, and 
the American people understand that this 
country must deal with the true threats. 

I am as determined today as I was on 
September the 11th to pursue an enemy 
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which still wants to hurt America. I am 
absolutely determined to make sure that 
10 years from now we don’t look back and 
say, ‘‘What happened? Why did America 
go soft? Why did we ignore true threats 
that face our people?’’ 

And I hope the American people under-
stand that. I was concerned, of course, after 
September the 11th, that as time went by, 
some might forget, some might forget the 
true threats. Of course, I’m reminded of 
that every day when I come here to the 
Oval Office, that we face true threats. And 
Terry, my job is to protect the American 
people. It’s my most important job, most 
important assignment I have. And I will 
continue to do that, regardless of the sea-
son. 

Q. So it’s a legitimate political issue? 
President Bush. Legitimate national secu-

rity concern is what it is. You may try to 
politicize it. I view it as my main obligation; 
that is to protect the American people. It’s 
the most important job this President will 
have, and it’s the most important job future 
Presidents will have, because the nature of 
war has changed. We’re vulnerable, and 
therefore, I expect—the American people 
should expect me, and any President, to 
do everything we can to protect the home-
land. And I will; I’ll do that. 

Carlos Costano/International Criminal 
Court 

Q. Mr. President, a question for both. 
What are your reactions on the U.S. extra-
dition request of Colombian paramilitary 
leader Carlos Costano? And if you would 
also answer, Colombia sent you a letter yes-
terday saying that there’s no need to sign 
a bilateral agreement with the U.S. in terms 
of the ICC that you are seeking to sign 
with all other countries in the world. Do 
you think—do you still like a bilateral 
agreement with Colombia and those—— 

President Bush. Yes, we want an Article 
98 with all countries, absolutely. I strongly 
reject the ICC. I’m not going to accept 
an ICC. I’m not going to put ourselves 
in a position where our soldiers and dip-
lomats get hauled into a court over which 
we have got—the prosecutors whom we 
don’t know, the judges—I mean, we’re not 
going to allow ourselves to do that. And 
our friends shouldn’t want us to be put 
in that position. Therefore, we’re seeking 
Article 98s from our friends. 

And we will hold people to account. If 
they’re a terrorist, we’re going to hold them 
to account. So the guy who got indicted 
yesterday made a decision to be a terrorist. 
We made a decision to hold him to ac-
count. And we will continue to do that. 
We believe that’s part of our responsibility 
as freedom-loving people. 

And I look forward to working with 
President Uribe to hold others to account, 
if they continue to terrorize the world. And 
terrorism—terrorists attacked our country 
and hurt us. If they attack Colombia and 
hurt them, they’re still equally as guilty, 
as far as we’re concerned. It doesn’t matter 
who the victim is. What matters is whether 
or not they’re practicing terrorist activities. 

And we will continue to fight terror. It’s 
our obligation, our duty. History has called 
us into action. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:32 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Carlos Costano, lead-
er of the United Self-Defense Forces, who 
was indicted on drug trafficking charges. The 
President also referred to the U.S. effort to 
seek a bilateral agreement with the Govern-
ment of Colombia under Article 98 of the 
Rome Treaty, with the aim of preventing 
U.S. nationals from falling under the jurisdic-
tion of the International Criminal Court. 
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Remarks at the National Republican Senatorial Committee Dinner 
September 25, 2002 

Thank you all very much. Well, thanks 
for coming tonight. I appreciate so many 
of our fellow Americans being here. I’m 
here because I want to urge you to do 
everything you can to make sure that the 
United States Senate is a Republican Sen-
ate. 

In order to make real progress for Amer-
ica, I believe we need to have a change 
of leadership in the United States Senate. 
And together—together—we can work to-
gether to make America a stronger place, 
a safer place, and a better place for every-
body who is fortunate enough to live in 
this country. 

I want to thank Bill Frist, who’s the 
chairman of the National Republican Sen-
atorial Committee. I want to thank you for 
your kind words. I want to thank you for 
your leadership. I want to thank Karyn 
Frist for being a patient woman, standing 
by this guy. Frist and I married above our-
selves. We both married Texas women. 
Laura is not here. I wish she were. She’s 
on her way down to do a little diplomatic 
work in Mexico. She sends her best. She 
sends her love. And I can’t tell you how 
proud I am of the job she’s doing on behalf 
of America. 

They tell me this is a successful dinner. 
And I’m not surprised. After all, the chair-
man of the dinner is from Texas, a fine 
United States Senator, a close friend, Kay 
Bailey Hutchison. Kay, I want to thank you 
for your dedication and for your hard work. 

I also am honored to be in the presence 
of the next majority leader of the United 
States Senate, Trent Lott. I want to thank 
all the Senators who are here tonight. I 
appreciate your friendship. I appreciate the 
opportunity to work with you. 

One Senator not here tonight is Senator 
Strom Thurmond. Today he gave what is 
likely his farewell speech on the floor of 
a body he loves a lot. I join his colleagues 

and join you all in expressing our apprecia-
tion and deep admiration for Senator Strom 
Thurmond and his 48 years of service in 
the United States Senate. 

I also want to thank my friend Michael 
W. Smith and Debbie Smith for being 
here. You’re in for a real treat when you 
hear him sing. He is one of the great voices 
in America. I love his spirit. I love his 
soul. I’m proud to call him friend. I wish 
I could stay for the songs, Michael, but 
my dinner might get cold. [Laughter] 

I want to work with all of us here in 
Washington to make America a stronger 
place. And that starts with making sure we 
do everything in our power to make our 
economy grow. See, if anybody who wants 
to work can’t find a job, we’ve got a prob-
lem. And so we’ve got to continue to focus 
on economic growth and economic vitality. 
And we made great progress when we con-
trolled the Senate by cutting the taxes on 
the American people. 

Well, I know—I know some up here in 
Washington have read a different textbook 
from most of us. But here’s a page we 
remember. It says, ‘‘If you let a person 
keep more of their own money, they’re 
likely to demand a good or a service. And 
if they demand a good or a service, some-
body in America is likely to produce that 
good or a service. And when somebody 
produces a good or a service, somebody 
is more likely to find work.’’ 

The tax cuts came as our economy was 
slowing down. The tax cuts came at the 
right time in American history, and we 
need a Senate who makes the tax cuts per-
manent. 

Working together, we promoted a trade 
bill, which is good for American jobs. If 
you’re a confident nation, like we must be, 
if you believe in the productivity of the 
American worker, if you believe in the 
strength of the American entrepreneur, you 
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open up markets around the world. And 
thanks to the Senate, and thanks to many 
Senators here, I have now got trade pro-
motion authority, which I will use for the 
good of the American worker. 

We began to lose some confidence in 
our system because some of our fellow 
Americans thought it was okay to fudge 
the books, to hide numbers. And so we 
came together, thanks to many in this 
room, and passed the most comprehensive 
corporate reform since Franklin Roosevelt 
was the President. We believe that those 
who run corporations in America have a 
responsibility. They have a responsibility to 
the shareholder. They have a responsibility 
to the employee. And if we catch somebody 
fudging the numbers, there’s not going to 
be any more easy money in America; 
there’s just going to be hard time. 

And there’s more we can do, and these 
Senators here in this audience understand 
it. We need an energy bill. We need an 
energy bill for the sake of job security, 
and we need an energy bill for the sake 
of national security. 

We need terrorism insurance. We want 
to put our hardhats back to work. We need 
a bill that helps get construction projects 
moving again. But we want a bill that re-
wards the hard-working hardhats of Amer-
ica, not the trial lawyers of America. 

And as the Congress heads to home, it’s 
very important to remember that to make 
sure job creation continues and to make 
sure our economy strengthens, we must not 
overspend in Washington, DC. It’s very im-
portant that Members of the Congress un-
derstand whose money we’re spending. See, 
it’s not the Government’s money. We’re 
spending the people’s money, and we’ve 
got to be wise about how we spend the 
people’s money. 

Every idea up here sounds like a good 
idea. Except in Washington, when you start 
totaling up the bill, it runs into the billions. 
And so, for the sake of job creation, the 
Congress must not use a continuing resolu-
tion for pet projects. For the sake of fiscal 

sanity, we must fund our priorities and hold 
the line elsewhere in the budget. And I 
appreciate the Senators leading the charge 
in this audience, understanding the need 
for fiscal—that fiscal responsibility equals 
jobs for the American people. 

And for a stronger America, we need 
good judges. We need people who will not 
write the law from the benches but people 
who strictly interpret the Constitution. I 
have been appalled at what has taken place 
in the United States Senate recently. I 
named two good judges, one from Mis-
sissippi and one from my home State of 
Texas, Charles Pickering, Priscilla Owen. 
Their records were distorted. I don’t think 
they were given a fair hearing. Special in-
terests got a hold of the committee. It is 
not right that these two fine, fine people 
were denied the bench. 

Soon the Senate will take up the nomina-
tion of Miguel Estrada. Miguel Estrada is 
an excellent lawyer. He’s a fine man. He’s 
an American success story. The Senate 
should not play politics with this nomina-
tion, for he will be an outstanding judge. 
One of the reasons to change the United 
States Senate is to make sure the good 
judges I nominate get a fair hearing, a swift 
vote, and approval. 

And as we work hard to make sure our 
economy grows so people can find work, 
we’ve also got to remember our number 
one priority, and that is to protect our 
homeland from further attack. There’s an 
enemy which hates America lurking around. 
They hate us because we love freedom. 
They hate everything our country stands 
for. They can’t stand the thought that in 
this great country, we worship an almighty 
God any way we see fit. They can’t stand 
the thought that we have good, honest po-
litical discourse. They hate a free press. 
They hate everything we love. 

And there’s something else which distin-
guishes us from the enemy. We value life 
in America. We say everybody has worth. 
Everybody is precious. They take innocent 
life, as they’ve hijacked a great religion. 
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And because the enemy lurks and because 
we refuse to yield on our love for freedom, 
we must prepare the homeland for future 
attack. 

I asked the Congress to join me in cre-
ating a Department of Homeland Security. 
I did so because we must better coordinate 
our defenses. If homeland security is the 
number one priority of the Government, 
it ought to be the number one priority of 
every agency in Washington, DC. If pro-
tecting the homeland is the number one 
priority, we ought to be in a position where 
we can move people to protect our home-
land. This President and future Presidents 
must have the ability to put the right peo-
ple in the right place at the right time 
in order to protect America. 

Unfortunately, some Senators, not all 
Senators but some Senators, believe it is 
best to try to micromanage the process, 
believe the best way to secure the home-
land is to have a thick book of regulations 
which will hamstring this administration 
and future administrations from dealing 
with an enemy that could care less about 
thick books of regulations. Unfortunately, 
some in the Senate, not all in the Senate, 
want to take away the power that all Presi-
dents have had since Jimmy Carter. And 
I’m not going to stand for it. The Senate 
must hear this, because the American peo-
ple understand it: They should not respond 
to special interests in Washington, DC. 
They ought to respond to this interest— 
protecting the American people from future 
attack. 

I see Senator Gramm from Texas here. 
I want to thank Senator Gramm, Repub-
lican, Senator Zell Miller, Democrat from 
Georgia, for proposing a good piece of leg-
islation. I urge the Senate to support this 
legislation. It is right for America. You see, 
we have a chance to leave a legacy behind. 
And that legacy could be found in the 
Gramm-Miller bill. I support it strongly. 
I urge all the Senate to support this good 
piece of legislation. 

The best way to secure the homeland 
of America, however, is to hunt the killers 
down, one person at a time, and bring 
them to justice, which America will do. 

It’s a different kind of war. It used to 
be you could count progress against an 
enemy by the number of tanks he had or 
the number of airplanes he had or the 
number of ships he was able to float. We’re 
fighting against people who hide in caves, 
people who kind of find dark corners and 
lurk around them, and at the same time, 
boldly send youngsters to their own suicidal 
death. Those are the kind of people we 
fight. They don’t require much money. But 
if they’re trying to get money, we’re cutting 
it off. 

What it requires is a United States that 
is firm in our resolve, determined in our 
efforts, a United States who is willing— 
which is willing to uphold doctrine. One 
doctrine is: Either you’re with us, or the 
enemy. And that doctrine still stands today. 
The other doctrine is: If you harbor a ter-
rorist, if you feed a terrorist, if you hide 
a terrorist, you’re just as guilty as the ter-
rorists who murdered thousands of Ameri-
cans. 

And we’re making progress. We’re mak-
ing progress in this first war of the 21st 
century. Just ask the Taliban. [Laughter] 
I want you all to remind your children 
about the great strength and heart of this 
country. Not only do we do what we say 
we’re going to do, but we went into Af-
ghanistan not to conquer anybody but to 
liberate a nation from the clutches of one 
of the most barbaric regimes in the history 
of mankind. Thanks to the United States 
and our friends and allies, young girls now 
go to school for the first time in Afghani-
stan. 

And we’re not leaving. There’s more 
work to do. There are Al Qaida killers lurk-
ing around the neighborhood. But they 
must understand there is no cave deep 
enough, there is no corner dark enough 
for the long arm of justice of the United 
States and our friends and allies. We’ve 
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arrested over a couple of thousand of them. 
Got one the other day, one of the ones 
kind of bragging about he thought he was 
going to be the 20th—20th killer on Sep-
tember the 11th. He poked his head up, 
and we found him. He’s no longer a threat 
to freedom. And there’s a lot of them like 
him. Slowly but surely, we’re hunting them 
down. 

And we’ve got a lot of work to do. 
There’s a lot more effort that’s going to 
go into securing America and our friends 
and defending our freedom. And that’s why 
I asked the Congress to pass the largest 
increase in defense appropriations since 
Ronald Reagan was the President. I did 
so because I firmly and strongly believe 
that anytime we send one of our youngsters 
into harm’s way, they deserve the best pay, 
the best training, and the best possible 
equipment. We owe it to them, and we 
owe it to their loved ones. 

It also will send a message—this defense 
appropriation increase will send a message 
to friend and foe alike that the United 
States is not going to quit when it comes 
to our freedom, that no matter how long 
it takes, no matter how tough the task, this 
Nation will defend our freedoms. History 
has put the spotlight on us. And the world 
must understand that we’re not going to 
blink; we’re not going to tire. We will do 
whatever it takes to make the homeland 
secure and to make freedom reign across 
the world. 

And so my call to Congress is to get 
the defense appropriations bill to my desk 
before you go home. For the sake of the 
national security, for the sake of sending 
the right messages around the world, we 
need to get the defense bill complete. 

Not only will we pursue Al Qaida one 
person at a time, not only will we resist 
terror wherever it lurks, we will also deal 
with madmen who harbor and develop and 
want to use weapons of mass destruction. 

I made a decision to call upon the inter-
national community to join us in holding 
Saddam Hussein to account. I did so at 

the United Nations because I want the 
United Nations to be an effective body. 
I remember what happened with the 
League of Nations. For the sake of security, 
for the sake of peace, the United Nations 
must not become the League of Nations. 
The United Nations must have backbone. 
The United Nations must be willing to up-
hold resolution. The United Nations must 
be strong enough to hold Saddam Hussein 
to account. 

After all, he’s defied the United Nations 
for 11 years. He’s thumbed his nose at 
the world. He must be laughing when he 
hears about the United Nations and its res-
olutions, and that’s not good for the health 
of the world. He’s a man who poisoned 
his own people. He’s a man who invaded 
two countries twice—two countries, once 
each time. He’s a man who has got weap-
ons of mass destruction, yet lies to the 
world. He’s a man who needs to be 
brought to justice. 

And the choice is his to make, and the 
choice is the United Nations to make. He 
must destroy his weapons of mass destruc-
tion. He must stop his deceit. He must 
stop his lying. He must stop torturing his 
own citizens. And the United Nations must 
uphold its resolutions. The choice is theirs. 
But if they choose not to, for the sake 
of our future, for the sake of our freedom, 
we will not let the world’s worst leader 
threaten us, blackmail us, or hurt us with 
the world’s worst weapons. 

And I want to thank Members of Con-
gress of both political parties for coming 
together to send a strong message to the 
world that this Nation loves freedom— 
members of both parties coming together 
to send a clear word to friend and foe 
alike that the United States is united in 
our resolve to defend that which we hold 
dear, that when we see a problem, we will 
deal with it. We owe it to our children. 
We owe it to our children’s children to 
defend freedom, to free people from the 
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clutches of barbarism. We owe it to civiliza-
tion, itself, to remain strong and focused 
and diligent. 

And as we work to make America a 
stronger and safer place, we’ve also got to 
remember to make it a better place too, 
a better place, for all our citizens. Many 
Senators here joined me in working on an 
education bill. It was the most constructive 
piece of education reform in a long time. 
See, we believe every child in America can 
learn. We’re willing to challenge the soft 
bigotry of low expectations. We also trust 
the local people to chart the path to excel-
lence in our public schools in America. 

And for the first time, thanks to Senator 
Gregg and others, we’re starting to ask the 
question in America, ‘‘Can our children 
read and write and add and subtract?’’ You 
see, if you believe every child can learn, 
it’s a legitimate question to ask. And we 
find our children trapped in schools which 
will not teach and will not change. We will 
demand—we will demand something else 
happens. No child in America should be 
left behind. 

For a better America, Congress must re-
member that those on welfare want to 
work. Work ought to be the cornerstone 
of the welfare reauthorization. In work, 
people find dignity. In work, people find 
hope for the future. As we debate a welfare 
reauthorization bill, let us not forget the 
successes of the past, and let’s make sure 
work is the cornerstone of a responsible 
tomorrow for every citizen in our country. 

A better tomorrow means a modern 
health care system for all, but particularly 
for our seniors. Medicine has changed; 
Medicare hasn’t. For the sake of a better 
tomorrow, we must have a prescription 
drug benefit and a modern Medicare sys-
tem. 

And finally, a better tomorrow under-
stands that in our faith-based and charitable 
institutions, we find great compassion and 
hope and love. Washington, DC, should not 
fear faith-based programs. We ought to 

welcome them in the lives of citizens who 
hurt. 

I say a better tomorrow depends upon 
programs that emanate from our churches 
and synagogues and mosques as well as 
charitable organizations, because I under-
stand the true strength of the country. And 
the true strength of the country lies in the 
hearts and souls of our fellow citizens. 

Right after September the 11th, after we 
shed our tears and mourned, I was abso-
lutely convinced that out of the evil done 
to America can come great good. And I 
still believe it today. I believe that if our 
country is steadfast and strong, we can 
achieve peace. 

You need to tell your youngsters that be-
hind the rhetoric of war is a strong desire 
for a peaceful world; that I long for peace, 
not just for Americans, but because our 
country values each life, everybody has im-
portance. I long for peace around the 
world. I believe by being tough and strong 
and determined, that we can achieve peace 
in places in the world where people have 
quit on peace. I firmly believe peace is 
possible in the Middle East. I believe peace 
is possible in South Asia. No, out of the 
evil done to America can come incredible 
good if we stay the course and if we remain 
strong. 

And here at home, the evil done to 
America can yield some great good as well. 
We must remember there are pockets of 
despair and hopelessness and loneliness in 
America. The Government can hand out 
money, and we do a pretty good job of 
it here in Washington. But what Govern-
ment cannot do is put hope in people’s 
hearts. It can’t put a sense of purpose in 
people’s lives. 

Government can’t say to a lonely child, 
‘‘I love you.’’ That happens when a fellow 
American chooses to be more than just a 
citizen—a self-serving citizen. It happens 
when people understand that the definition 
of a patriot today in America is somebody 
who’s willing to serve something greater 
than yourself in life. 
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That example came home most vividly 
on Flight 93. It’s a story that I hope will 
remain etched in the minds of our fellow 
Americans and written in the history books 
of our country. I think it was a turning 
point of a culture which used to say, ‘‘If 
it feels good, do it,’’ and ‘‘If you’ve got 
a problem, blame somebody else.’’ These 
citizens showed the strongest sense of per-
sonal responsibility you could possibly 
imagine. After all, they were on an airplane 
thinking they were flying across the coun-
try. They heard reports about what was tak-
ing place on the ground. They told their 
loved ones goodbye. They told them they 
loved them. History will record that they 
said a prayer. They asked for guidance. One 
guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They took the plane 
in the ground to serve something greater 
than self in life. 

It’s a vivid example of what America 
must realize in order to fight evil. In order 
to fight evil, do some good. Love your 
neighbor like you’d like to be loved your-
self. Mentor a child. Start a Boys or a Girls 
Club. Be involved with Boy Scouts and Girl 
Scouts. Feed the hungry. Find shelter for 
the homeless. 

And that’s what’s happening in this coun-
try. No, the enemy thought that we might 
file a lawsuit or two. But instead, they 
found a determined nation, a nation which 
longs for peace, and a nation which is will-
ing to work to save America one heart, 
one soul, one conscience at a time. 

There is no question in my mind that 
we will succeed as a country. After all, 
we’re the greatest nation, the greatest na-
tion on the face of the Earth, full of the 
most loving, hard-working, decent people. 

Thank you all for coming tonight. May 
God bless you all, and may God bless 
America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:59 p.m. at 
the National Building Museum. In his re-
marks, he referred to Karyn Frist, wife of 
Senator Bill Frist; entertainer Michael W. 
Smith, and his wife, Debbie; Ramzi bin al-
Shibh, an Al Qaida operative suspected of 
helping to plan the September 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks, who was captured in Karachi, 
Pakistan; and President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With Congressional Leaders 
September 26, 2002 

Good morning. We’ve just concluded a 
really good meeting with both Democrats 
and Republicans—Members of the United 
States Congress—to discuss our national se-
curity and discuss how best to keep the 
peace. The security of our country is the 
commitment of both political parties and 
the responsibility of both elected branches 
of Government. 

We are engaged in a deliberate and civil 
and thorough discussion. We are moving 
toward a strong resolution. And all of us, 
and many others in Congress, are united 
in our determination to confront an urgent 

threat to America. And by passing this reso-
lution, we’ll send a clear message to the 
world and to the Iraqi regime: The de-
mands of the U.N. Security Council must 
be followed; the Iraqi dictator must be dis-
armed. These requirements will be met, or 
they will be enforced. 

The danger to our country is grave. The 
danger to our country is growing. The Iraqi 
regime possesses biological and chemical 
weapons. The Iraqi regime is building the 
facilities necessary to make more biological 
and chemical weapons. And according to 
the British Government, the Iraqi regime 
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could launch a biological or chemical attack 
in as little as 45 minutes after the order 
were given. 

The regime has longstanding and con-
tinuing ties to terrorist organizations, and 
there are Al Qaida terrorists inside Iraq. 
The regime is seeking a nuclear bomb and, 
with fissile material, could build one within 
a year. Iraq has already used weapons of 
mass death against—against other countries 
and against her own citizens. The Iraqi re-
gime practices the rape of women as a 
method of intimidation and the torture of 
dissenters and their children. 

For more than a decade, the regime has 
answered Security Council resolutions with 
defiance, bad faith, and deception. We 
know that the Iraqi regime is led by a 
dangerous and brutal man. We know he’s 
actively seeking the destructive technologies 
to match his hatred. We know he must 
be stopped. The dangers we face will only 
worsen from month to month and from 
year to year. To ignore these threats is to 
encourage them. And when they have fully 
materialized, it may be too late to protect 
ourselves and our friends and our allies. 
By then the Iraqi dictator would have the 
means to terrorize and dominate the re-
gion. Each passing day could be the one 
on which the Iraqi regime gives anthrax 

or VX—nerve gas—or, someday, a nuclear 
weapon to a terrorist ally. We refuse to 
live in this future of fear. Democrats and 
Republicans refuse to live in a future of 
fear. We’re determined to build a future 
of security. All of us long for peace, peace 
for ourselves, peace for the world. 

Members here this morning are com-
mitted to American leadership for the good 
of all nations. I appreciate their spirit. I 
appreciate their love for country. The reso-
lution we are producing will be an instru-
ment of that leadership. I appreciate the 
spirit in which Members of Congress are 
considering this vital issue. Congress will 
have an important debate, a meaningful de-
bate, an historic debate. It will be con-
ducted with all civility. It will be conducted 
in a manner that will make Americans 
proud and Americans to understand the 
threats to our future. We’re making 
progress. We’re near an agreement. And 
soon, we will speak with one voice. 

Thank you all for being here. God bless 
America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:46 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. 

Remarks at the Corporate Fraud Conference 
September 26, 2002 

Thanks for the warm welcome. Thank 
you for being here. This is an important 
meeting you’re having. After all, over the 
past year, high-profile acts of deception in 
corporate America have shaken people’s 
trust in corporations, the markets, and in 
the economy. 

A few dishonest individuals have hurt the 
reputations of many good and honest com-
panies and their executives. They’ve hurt 
workers who committed their lives to build-

ing a company that hired them. They’ve 
hurt investors and retirees who placed their 
faith in the promise of growth and integrity. 
For the sake of our free market, corporate 
criminals must pay a price. 

Today I want to thank all of you, U.S. 
attorneys, senior prosecutors, FBI special 
agents, senior Treasury and IRS officials, 
and many others. I want to thank you for 
your efforts. And I want to thank you for 
the progress which is being made. Your 
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mandate is to root out crime from cor-
porate America’s boardrooms and executive 
suites. Your mission is to protect the rights 
and interests of American workers and in-
vestors. And your work is essential to our 
Nation. 

I particularly want to thank Attorney 
General John Ashcroft, who is doing an 
excellent job as our Attorney General. I 
also want to thank Elaine Chao, the Sec-
retary of Labor, for her hard work. 

appreciate Harvey Pitt, who’s the 
Chairman of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. He’s doing a fine job, as is 
Michael Powell, the Chairman of the FCC, 
Jim Newsome, the Chairman of the Com-
modities Futures Trading Company—Com-
mission. 

Larry Thompson is in charge of the 
President’s task force to root out corporate 
fraud as the Deputy Attorney General. Mi-
chael Chertoff, the Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral of the Criminal Division of the Depart-
ment of Justice, Jim Comey, U.S. Attorney, 
Southern District of New York, and Debra 
Yang, U.S. Attorney, Central District of 
California—I want to thank them for being 
up here on the stage with me. I want to 
thank them for their fabulous leadership 
and doing what’s right for America. 

Since the exposure of recent corporate 
scandals, we have taken a series of strong 
measures. The American people need to 
know we’re acting. We’re moving, and 
we’re moving fast. The Securities and Ex-
change Commission has hired 50 new per-
sonnel to support their efforts to ensure 
that business in America is open and hon-
est—and to confront it when it’s not. 

More help is on the way. I’ve signed 
the most far-reaching reform of American 
business practices since the time of Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt. With this law, we’re mak-
ing sure that the numbers are honest and 
the numbers are understandable. We’re 
making sure the auditors are audited and 
the accountants are held to account. 

And one of the most aggressive steps 
we’ve taken has been to create the new 

Corporate Fraud Task Force, headed by 
Larry, to investigate and prosecute financial 
crimes, to recover the proceeds of those 
crimes, and hold corporate criminals to ac-
count. This task force includes members 
of the Justice Department and the FBI, 
U.S. attorneys from around the country. It 
includes the SEC and the Treasury and 
Labor Departments, the Commodities Fu-
tures Trading Commission, the Federal 
Communications Commission, and the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission. 

This broad effort is sending a clear warn-
ing and a clear message to every dishonest 
corporate leader: You will be exposed, and 
you will be punished. No boardroom in 
America is above or beyond the law. 

I set this mandate, and today I want 
to give a report to the American people 
on the progress, the great progress which 
you all are making. Our law enforcement 
agencies are after them—they’re after 
them. Since the task force was formed just 
21⁄2 months ago, the Department of Justice 
has opened more than 100 investigations 
into suspected corporate fraud. In 21⁄2 

months, 100 cases have been opened. 
Charges have been filed against more than 
150 defendants. In 21⁄2 months, 150 people 
have been charged, and more than 45 de-
fendants have been convicted or intend to 
plead guilty. In 21⁄2 months, 45 people have 
been brought to justice. 

The Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion is also acting. In the past year, the 
SEC has filed a record 156 actions for fi-
nancial fraud and disclosure violations, a 
51-percent increase over fiscal year 2000. 
During the same period, the SEC has 
sought to throw 107 unfit officers and di-
rectors out of corporate boardrooms, almost 
3 times the number that the SEC sought 
to bar in fiscal 2000. 

The SEC is aggressively using its en-
forcement powers to make corporate 
wrongdoers financially accountable for their 
actions. This fiscal year, the SEC has 
sought to recover compensation, bonuses, 
stock options from 25 corporate officers 
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who betrayed the public trust, an almost 
40-percent increase over last year. 

By all these actions, we are making broad 
and dramatic progress against corporate 
fraud in America. We’re defending our free 
enterprise system against corruption and 
crime. And we’re beginning a new era of 
corporate integrity. Corporate responsibility 
is essential to America; it’s essential to 
shareholders; it is essential to investors. 

It matters greatly to employees. In Feb-
ruary, I proposed important pension re-
forms. We must give our workers better 
access to investment advice, so they can 
manage their money wisely. And right now, 
too many workers are locked into plans that 
force them to hold a large portion of their 
accounts in the company’s stock. Workers 
ought to be able to diversify after 3 years 
in the company’s plan. 

The House quickly passed these reforms. 
They moved swiftly. The Senate hasn’t, and 
they need to act as well. It’s good for 
American workers. It’s good for job cre-
ation. It would be good for our economy. 

Underlying everything we have done so 
far and all the actions we will take in the 
future is a basic conviction: The American 
economy depends on fairness and honesty. 
It’s not a jungle in which only the unscru-
pulous survive or a financial free-for-all 
guided only by greed. That’s not the Amer-
ica we know. 

The fundamentals of a free market—buy-
ing and selling, saving and investing—re-
quire clear rules and confidence and fair-
ness. The vast majority of American busi-
ness men and women obey the law and 
uphold the rules. The vast majority of our 
fellow citizens care deeply about employees 
and shareholders. They bring great credit 
to the system. And those who break the 
rules and betray the confidence of their 
employees and shareholders will be pun-
ished. Government cannot and should not 
try to remove risk from investment. But 
we will help ensure that the risks are hon-
est and the risks are clearly understood. 

We will hold corporate criminals ac-
countable for their misdeeds, and we will 
deter corporate crimes by enforcing tough 
penalties. By doing this work so well, you 
are serving the American people. You are 
serving the American people with distinc-
tion. You are leaving a legacy of responsi-
bility behind. You are making the country 
a better place. And for that I’m grateful, 
and so are the American people. 

May God bless you all. May God bless 
your families. And may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:19 a.m. in 
the Jefferson and Lincoln Ballrooms at the 
Washington Hilton Hotel. 

Remarks at a Reception for Senatorial Candidate John Cornyn in Houston, 
Texas 
September 26, 2002 

The President. Thank you for coming. 
Thanks for being here. Thank you all. I 
am here because there’s no doubt in my 
mind that John Cornyn needs to be the 
next United States Senator from Texas. And 
I want to thank you all for—thank you all 
for coming to help him get there. It’s im-
portant for Texas that he be elected. It’s 

important for America that he be elected. 
He’s the best man with whom I can work. 
He’s a man who can help us get some 
things done to make America a safer and 
stronger and better place for all of us. 

It’s an honor to be back home. 
Audience member. Welcome home. 
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The President. Thank you. I might have 
changed addresses, but I haven’t changed 
homes. [Laughter] And I’m so grateful you 
all came out. Actually, as we get closer 
to the election, I’m not only working on 
ways to strengthen the economy, also work-
ing on ways to keep our country peaceful; 
I’m getting on the road. And it’s nice to 
be in a State where I can actually vote 
for the candidate I’m campaigning for. 
[Laughter] 

I appreciate John a lot. I appreciate his 
willingness to run for Federal office. I ap-
preciate his willingness to serve in Wash-
ington, DC, to take his great family—to 
take Sandy and his two daughters to live 
in our Nation’s Capital. It’s a sacrifice to 
leave Texas. [Laughter] But it’s important 
that he win. And I’m so proud of John. 
I’m proud of his character, proud of his 
dignity. 

I really appreciate Sandy. She’s a fabu-
lous wife and a great—will be a great Sen-
ator’s wife. As she stands strong by John’s 
side, I’d like to remind people that both 
he and I married above ourselves. [Laugh-
ter] Speaking about the First Lady, she is— 
she’s in Mexico today representing our 
country. We will meet in Crawford tomor-
row night—Crawford, Texas, that is. 
[Laughter] She is a remarkable person. 
She’s—I know there’s some Midlanders 
here—she was born and raised in Midland. 
She was a public school librarian when I 
met her. The truth of the matter was— 
is that she wasn’t that interested in poli-
tics—[laughter]—or politicians. [Laughter] 
And now she’s stuck with the President 
of the United States, and she’s doing a 
fabulous job as the First Lady. 

I want to appreciate all the grassroot ac-
tivists who are here. Of course, I know 
many of you because I asked for your help 
in ’94 and ’98. And another guy named 
Bush has been asking for your help a lot 
longer before that, and many of you pro-
vided it. And I want to thank you all for 
what you’re going to do on behalf of John 
and Rick Perry and the rest of the can-

didates running, and that is to turn out 
the vote. 

It’s essential that you continue to man 
the phones and put up the signs and ener-
gize the precincts like I know you can do, 
here in Harris County and in other coun-
ties. I know we’ve got some folks from Jef-
ferson County here and Midland County. 
I know there’s some folks from Travis 
County. I really urge you to continue to 
energize the people. This is an important 
election, and so when you go to your 
churches or your synagogues or your com-
munity centers, talk it up. Remind people 
they have a duty to go to the polls. And 
as you get them going to the polls, remind 
them that the best man running for the 
United States Senate is John Cornyn. 

We will face some challenges together 
in Washington. Of course, one of the big-
gest challenges is to make sure that our 
people can find work. My attitude is, any-
time somebody who wants to work can’t 
find a job, is we’ve got a problem in Amer-
ica. And so, we’ve got to always think about 
how to grow our economy. What can we 
do to create—to encourage the private sec-
tor to create more jobs? 

See, John and I understand the role of 
Government is not to create wealth, but 
an environment in which the entrepreneur 
can flourish or the small business can grow 
to be a big business. Seventy percent of 
new jobs in America are created by small-
business owners. And we’ve got to always 
encourage the entrepreneurial spirit. 

I started doing that when I first got up 
to Washington, by cutting the taxes on the 
people that work. We took a page out of 
this textbook: It says that if you’ve got an 
economic slowdown and you let people 
keep more of their own money, they’re 
going to demand a good or a service. With 
more money in their pocket, they’re more 
likely to demand something additional. And 
when they do, somebody is going to 
produce the good and service. And when 
somebody produces the good or service, 
somebody is more likely to find work. 
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The tax cuts came at exactly the right 
time. They were important. But the prob-
lem is that because of Senate rules, they 
go away. Now, that’s a tough one to explain 
when you get outside of Washington, I 
readily concede. On the one hand, we 
giveth; on the other hand, we taketh away. 
[Laughter] That’s Washington. 

I need somebody in the Senate who un-
derstands the importance of tax cuts. I 
need somebody in the Senate who under-
stands we need to repeal the death tax for 
the sake of our farmers and ranchers and 
small-business owners. And that somebody 
is John Cornyn. Make no mistake about 
it, the candidate in this race who will sup-
port making the tax cuts permanent is John 
Cornyn. And that’s important for economic 
vitality and economic growth. 

I want somebody up there with whom 
I can work to get an energy bill. We need 
an energy plan for America. We need a 
plan that not only gets people back to work 
but a plan that lessens our dependence 
upon foreign sources of crude oil. We im-
port over—we import easily over half of 
our energy, of our crude oil. And unfortu-
nately, sometimes we get it from places 
that don’t care for us. [Laughter] And so, 
for the sake of national security and for 
the sake of job security, we need an energy 
bill. And I want a Senator with whom I 
can work to get a good energy bill, on 
behalf of Texas and on behalf of America. 
And that man is John Cornyn. 

A stronger America is an America that 
constantly works to increase the job base. 
We need a terrorism insurance bill in 
Washington, DC. There’s a lot of hardhats, 
good, hard-working people who aren’t 
working because big projects can’t get 
going because they can’t get insurance. 

The enemy hurt us when they hit us. 
They hurt our economy. And one of the 
ways they hurt us is, we can’t insure big 
projects. And the Congress ought to step 
in. It’s a useful role for the Congress. But 
we need an insurance bill—a terrorism in-
surance bill that rewards the hardhats and 

not the trial lawyers. We need a good ter-
rorism insurance bill. And I can assure 
you—I can assure you, I know this man’s 
record. I can assure you, John Cornyn cares 
more about hard-working people. He cares 
more about the hardhats than the trial law-
yers in America. 

We need people up there who under-
stand that if Congress overspends, it will 
serve as an anchor to economic vitality and 
growth. It’s dangerous up in Washington 
when it comes to your money. Every idea 
is a good idea. Every idea they float up 
there sounds like a good idea. The problem 
is, in Washington the price tags run into 
the billions. They don’t have a budget out 
of the United States Senate. You can imag-
ine what will happen without a budget if 
there’s no fiscal discipline, if I don’t en-
force the fiscal discipline, and if others in 
the Senate aren’t willing to stand up and 
enforce fiscal discipline. 

They can’t get a budget. The House has 
got a budget, but the Senate was unable 
to get a budget in the expenditure of your 
money, which creates a problem. I need 
to have United States Senators who are 
willing to work with us to fund priorities 
but to not overspend, Senators who under-
stand the money we spend up there is not 
the Government’s money. The money we 
spend in Washington is the people’s money. 
And that Senator is John Cornyn. 

A stronger America is one which con-
stantly works to expand the job base so 
people can find work. And I will continue 
to do that. 

A stronger America is also one that’s got 
a good bench, a good Federal bench. There 
was an interesting moment in this cam-
paign. I nominated a fabulous woman, first-
rate woman, named Priscilla Owen—top 
law student out of Baylor; been elected 
statewide in Texas a couple of times, over-
whelmingly once; had the highest ranking 
of the ABA, the best rating you could pos-
sibly get. I knew she’d be a great judge. 
Good, solid Texas woman, somebody—it 
would be good to have that attitude and 
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her point of view on the bench. So I sent 
her nomination up there. It became polit-
ical. They distorted her record. They didn’t 
give her a fair chance. Shamefully, the Sen-
ate turned down her nomination. In so 
doing, that was not only bad for Texas; 
it was bad for America, as far as I’m con-
cerned. 

It’s important for the voters of this State 
to listen to what was said by the two can-
didates running for the United States Sen-
ate about Priscilla Owen. There’s only one 
candidate in this race that stood up strongly 
with me and strongly supported the ratifica-
tion of her nomination, and that candidate 
was John Cornyn. 

We also have got to work to make Amer-
ica a safer place. I say that because there 
is an enemy which still hates America, lurk-
ing. It is an enemy which is different from 
other kinds of enemies we have taken on. 
See, this enemy—you can’t measure the en-
emy’s strength based upon the number of 
tanks he has or the number of aircraft or 
the number of ship. This is an enemy that 
hides in dark corners of cities around the 
world. This is an enemy which hides in 
caves and sends youngsters to their suicidal 
death. That’s the kind of people we fight. 

They hate us because we love things. 
We love freedom, for starters. We love the 
fact that we can worship freely in America. 
We love that, and we’re never going to 
relinquish that freedom. We love the fact 
that we can have honest political discourse, 
there can be debate, that people can 
choose who they want to be the United 
States Senator. We love a free press in 
America. We love freedom; they hate free-
dom. So long as we love freedom, they 
hate us, and they want to hurt us. That’s 
just the facts of life, as we head into the 
21st century. 

The other thing that distinguishes— 
there’s a lot of things that distinguishes, 
but one of the things clearly that distin-
guishes us: In America we value each life. 
Life matters. Everybody counts. Everybody 
has got worth. That’s not the way they 

think. They have hijacked a great religion, 
and they murder innocent lives in the name 
of a great religion. 

And so we’ve got to be aware of the 
facts and reality. I certainly am. My num-
ber one job and the number one job of 
future Senators and future Congresses is 
to protect the American people, to guard 
the homeland, to do everything we can to 
make sure that you’re safe. 

And we’re making progress. I mean, 
we’re talking better now in Washington, 
DC. The FBI and the CIA share informa-
tion. Anytime we get a lead, a hint, we’re 
moving on it. We’re awake to the realities 
of the 21st century. No longer are we pro-
tected by two vast oceans. And there’s a 
lot of good people at the State level and 
the local level, great firefighters and police-
men and EMS teams all prepared, and 
wonderful people at the Federal Govern-
ment—at the level of the Federal Govern-
ment that are working hard to fulfill our 
number one priority, which is to protect 
you. 

So I went to Congress, and I asked 
them—I said, ‘‘Look, if the number one 
priority is the defense of our homeland, 
let’s have an organization so that the num-
ber one priority becomes reality to the dif-
ferent—hundreds of agencies involved with 
the protection of America. Let’s organize, 
in a way.’’ Listen, I didn’t run for office, 
I concede, and say, ‘‘Vote for George. I’m 
going to make the Government bigger.’’ 
[Laughter] That’s not my intention. I want 
it to work on your behalf. 

And so I sent up a bill—or an idea, 
and the House passed a good bill. The Sen-
ate is struggling over it right now. The Sen-
ate is struggling over it because they want 
to try to micromanage the process. They 
want to tell the administrative—the execu-
tive branch, this President and future Presi-
dents, who can hire, who can fire, where 
to move them. See, that’s what they want. 
They want there to be a lot of rules and 
regulations, and I’m not going to accept 
that. 
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Let me give you some examples. To get 
a emergency phone number from customs 
employees—in other words, it makes sense, 
if you’ve got a problem, you want an emer-
gency phone number—union leaders call 
that an invasion of privacy. See, that’s not 
right. That’s a work rule that doesn’t make 
any sense in the new era. It might have 
made sense before we became subject to 
enemy attack, but that doesn’t make any 
sense. 

Port inspectors refuse to carry radiation 
detectors. If you’re worried about trying to 
find a potential weapon of mass destruc-
tion, you ought to strap on one of those 
radiation detectors to figure out whether 
they’ve got one. This is not a harmful de-
vice. The leaders of that group say, 
‘‘They’ve got to be voluntary. You can’t 
make a person carry a—one of those detec-
tors.’’ That doesn’t make any sense. This 
is true, what I’m telling you. [Laughter] 

Customs inspectors cannot be assigned 
to sensitive jobs unless they’re most sen-
ior—in other words, that you can only as-
sign people based upon seniority, not based 
upon talent. That doesn’t make any sense. 
You see, the enemy doesn’t care about 
these rules. The Senate does, and it bothers 
me. [Laughter] 

Don’t get me wrong, there’s fine Sen-
ators from both parties who care deeply 
about our country. Senators from both par-
ties are struggling with this issue. But it 
is essential for the sake of protecting Amer-
ica that we not allow special interests to 
drive the process. It is essential to give 
this President and future Presidents the 
ability to move people to the right place 
at the right time to protect America. 

I don’t think I’d have any problem con-
vincing John of the need to give the Presi-
dent flexibility. As a matter of fact, I know 
he’d be a strong ally. The best way to pro-
tect our homeland, however, is to hunt the 
killers down, one person at a time, and 
bring them to justice. That’s the best way 
to protect the homeland. 

It’s important for you to know the doc-
trine I laid out still stands: You’re either 
with us, or you’re with the enemy. That’s 
clear. I will continue to make that clear. 
Our coalition is strong. We’re still getting 
a lot of cooperation. Remember, this is a 
different kind of war. It requires sharing 
of intelligence and cutting off money and 
communicating closely and hunting these 
people down. I mean, they hide in Karachi. 
We got the other guy the other day who 
thought he was going to be—wanted to 
be the 20th hijacker. He popped his head 
up, and now he’s in detention. [Laughter] 
He’s no longer a threat to America and 
our friends and allies. He’s no longer 
around. 

It’s not a very glamorous war from the 
sense that the cables and all the air time 
can cover, but it’s happening. We’ve de-
tained over a couple of thousand people— 
I want to say over 2,500 are no—are off 
the streets, thanks to the United States and 
our friends and allies. I mean, we are hunt-
ing them down. And about equal that num-
ber weren’t as lucky. They’re not around 
at all, because we’ve got a fabulous military, 
by the way. We’ve got some brave soldiers 
who are—[applause]. 

I submitted a significant increase in de-
fense spending, the largest since Ronald 
Reagan was the President, because I want-
ed to send two messages. One, anytime this 
Nation sends our troops into harm’s way, 
they deserve the best pay, the best training, 
and the best possible equipment. We owe 
it to the troops, and we owe it to their 
loved ones as well. 

I also wanted to send a clear message 
to friend and foe alike that the United 
States of America is in this deal for the 
long haul; that when it comes to the de-
fense of our freedom, when it comes to 
making sure our children can live in a free 
and civilized society, when it comes to de-
fending that which we hold true, we’re not 
quitting. We’re not quitting. It doesn’t mat-
ter how long it takes. It doesn’t matter 
how long it takes to find the enemy. The 

1671 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00520 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.012 193761

Sept. 26 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

United States will stay with it. We’re a de-
termined nation. We’re a strong nation. 
We’re a nation that loves freedom. 

And that defense budget sent that signal. 
The problem is, it hasn’t made it to my 
desk yet. [Laughter] See, the House passed 
it, and the Senate passed it. And it hasn’t 
gotten resolved in the conference com-
mittee. It’s very important, before the Sen-
ate and the House go home, that they give 
me a defense bill. It’s a defense bill that 
is necessary. It sends a important signal. 
It shows that we’re resolved and serious. 
They ought to stop playing politics with 
the defense appropriations bill and get it 
to my desk. 

No, we’ll stay with it. I also want to 
remind you that—that doctrine that says, 
‘‘If you harbor a terrorist, if you feed one 
of them, you’re just as guilty as the killers.’’ 
And I want you also to remind your young-
sters about what this Nation did in Afghani-
stan. Not only did we do what we said 
we were going to do—which is, I think, 
important in life—but we sent our troops 
in not to conquer anybody but to liberate 
people. We freed a country from the 
clutches of barbaric tyrants. It’s unbeliev-
able how backward and brutal these were, 
particularly to women. 

I had the honor of hosting, in the Roo-
sevelt Room, I believe it was 16 Afghan 
women who had flown over. And one of 
the things we promised the Government 
we would do is we would host training ses-
sions for women to give them a chance 
to get—be a part of the Government. 
That’s what we want. That’s how we—that’s 
what we think is important in life. We be-
lieve everybody matters, everybody has got 
worth, in America. And it was a touching 
moment to listen to the women and talk 
to the women and to realize that—and it 
was a proud moment to realize that our 
country had a part of freeing them, of giv-
ing them a chance to realize their worth 
and their potential. 

You see, we love peace, and we love 
freedom. We don’t say to people in Afghan-

istan, ‘‘You must have our form of Govern-
ment. You know, the way America does 
it, you’ve got to do it.’’ But what we do 
say is, ‘‘We want to free you. We want 
to give you a chance.’’ And so we’re going 
to stay in Afghanistan. We’re going to stay 
in Afghanistan to hunt down the killers; 
they still lurk around. They occasionally 
come in, and we’ll find them. They kind 
of bunch up somewhere, and they’re just— 
they think they’re elusive, and they think 
they’re clever, but they’ve got the mighty 
United States on them. And we’re going 
to stay on them. 

And we’ve also got some other tasks 
ahead of us as well. I went to the United 
Nations the other day to make a case about 
a true threat to freedom, a true threat to 
the United States, a threat to Israel, a 
threat to peace in the region. And that 
is Iraq. 

I made the decision to go to the United 
Nations because I want the United Nations 
to be effective. You see, in order to fight 
the new wars of the 21st century, we need 
to be able to have collaborative efforts to 
share intelligence, to share information, to 
arrest, to haul people in. And an effective 
United Nations will make it easier to keep 
the peace, in my judgment. 

But the United Nations, in the face of 
Saddam Hussein, has not been effective. 
For 11 long years he’s defied them. He’s 
wheedled out of agreements. He’s de-
ceived. He’s lied. The question before the 
United Nations is, ‘‘Will you be the League 
of Nations, or will you be an effective body 
to keep the peace?’’ That’s my challenge 
to them. 

I also challenged—I also have made it 
clear that Saddam Hussein must disarm. 
There’s no negotiations. Those ended a 
long time ago. There’s no need for us to 
try to sit down at a table. There’s no discus-
sion to be had. He’s got chemical weapons; 
he needs to get rid of them, all of them. 
He’s got biological weapons; he needs to 
destroy all of them. There’s no doubt in 
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my mind he wants to have a nuclear weap-
on, and he’s got some capacity. I’m not 
saying he’s got one yet, but he’s developing 
the capacity, as we learned right after 
Desert Storm. He needs to get rid of it— 
no discussion, no debate, no negotiation. 
The burden of proof is on Saddam Hussein. 

And so now it’s up to the United Nations 
and it’s up to Saddam Hussein to deter-
mine whether or not there will be peace, 
to determine whether or not the world’s 
worst leader—and remember, this is a guy 
who continues to torture his people if they 
dissent. This is a man who’s gassed his own 
people. This is a man who attacked two 
countries in the neighborhood. This is a 
man who used gas on a neighbor. This is 
a man who continually lies. This is a man 
who does not know the truth. This is a 
man who is a threat to peace. It’s up to 
the United Nations and it’s up to him to 
decide their fate. If the United Nations 
won’t act, if he doesn’t disarm, the United 
States will lead a coalition to make sure 
he does. 

I want to thank members of both parties, 
Republicans and Democrats, for joining to 
work with us to develop a strong statement 
of resolve. Today in the Rose Garden, right 
before I got on Air Force One, I had a 
public event with Democrats and Repub-
licans, Members of the Congress who have 
joined with us to send a clear message to 
the world about America, our strength of 
purpose, our desire for peace, our unwill-
ingness to accept 11 years of deceit. 

This is not a partisan issue, folks. This 
is an issue that is important for America. 
This is an American issue, a uniquely 
American issue. And it’s—as I reminded 
the Members, that—I say uniquely Amer-
ican issue because I truly believe that now 
that the war has changed, now that we’re 
a battlefield, this man poses a much graver 
threat than anybody could have possibly 
imagined. Other countries, of course, bear 
the same risk, but there’s no doubt his ha-
tred is mainly directed at us. There’s no 

doubt he can’t stand us. After all, this is 
a guy that tried to kill my dad at one time. 

I take my responsibility seriously as the 
Commander in Chief. I want you to know 
I understand the—how serious it is to com-
mit our troops. But I truly believe that 
history has called us, and we’re going to 
have to act if he doesn’t do what he’s ex-
pected to do. And when we do, we’ll be 
swift and strong. If we have to, we’ll win. 
And the world is more likely to be at peace 
after it happens. 

I long for peace. Behind the rhetoric is 
a deep desire for peace, and I believe it’s 
achievable. But we’re going to have to re-
main strong and determined. We must con-
tinue to speak clearly about good and evil. 
We must be resolved in our determination 
to defend freedom and to free people 
around the world. And there’s no doubt 
we can achieve the mission, no doubt in 
my mind. 

As we work to make America a stronger 
and safer place, we have always got to re-
member to make it a better place, too. 
And that’s really important. I know John 
shares my passion for education. We passed 
a good education bill in Washington. I want 
to share with you, right quick, what it says. 
It says, ‘‘Every child can learn.’’ 

I don’t know if you remember, in the 
campaign I said, ‘‘I promise to challenge 
the soft bigotry of low expectations.’’ I 
know that when you lower standards, that 
people suffer, and generally when you 
lower standards, they’re lowered for inner-
city kids or kids whose parents don’t speak 
English as a first language. We believe in 
high standards, and we raised the bar. We 
trust local folks to manage the path to ex-
cellence. 

But for the first time, the Federal Gov-
ernment says, ‘‘When you receive Federal 
money, you show us whether or not the 
children are learning to read and write and 
add and subtract. If you receive a dime 
of Federal money, we expect you to per-
form. Every child can learn, and no child 
will be left behind in America.’’ 
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A better America is one that has got 
a health care system that is responsive to 
the people. John’s got a strong record of 
holding HMOs accountable for bad deci-
sions they make, and I appreciate that 
record, John. 

We need a prescription drug plan for 
seniors. Listen, Medicare is an incredibly 
important program. It is old. Medicine has 
changed; Medicare hasn’t. And we need to 
change Medicare with medicine, so seniors 
get the kind of coverage they need and 
deserve. And I look forward to working 
with John on that. 

And I’ll tell you, one other thing we need 
to do in Washington; you see, health care 
needs to be accessible and affordable. Law-
suits are driving docs out of business. Law-
suits are driving up the cost of medicine. 
We need Federal medical liability insur-
ance. There’s no doubt in my mind of the 
two candidates in this race, John will work 
with us on these issues—no doubt. And 
as we work on these issues, I believe Amer-
ica will be a better place for it. 

You know, the enemy hit us. I can’t 
imagine what was going through their 
mind. They probably thought America was 
so selfish and materialistic and self-ab-
sorbed that after 9/11/2001, we might file 
a lawsuit or two. [Laughter] They don’t un-
derstand us, do they? This Nation is a 
strong nation. It’s a fabulous nation. Out 
of the evil done to America is going to 
come some good. You mark my words. If 
we remain strong and tough in our war 
against terror, we can achieve peace. We 
can achieve peace not only for America; 
we can achieve peace in the Middle East; 
we can achieve peace in South Asia. If we 
remain strong and principled and deter-
mined, we can have a peaceful world, and 
I believe it’s going to happen. 

And at home, if we unleash the true 
strength of the country, we’ll have a better 
America. You see, we’ve got to understand 
that in America there are pockets of despair 
and hopelessness and loneliness and addic-
tion. There are people who hurt. There 

are people that when you say ‘‘the Amer-
ican Dream,’’ they say, ‘‘I have no idea 
what you’re talking about.’’ But that can 
change, because the true strength of Amer-
ica is the people of America. The true 
strength of America is the fact that our 
country is full of loving and caring and 
decent people who have heard a new call. 

See, I think there is a new culture evolv-
ing—one from, if—it says, ‘‘If it feels good, 
do it,’’ and ‘‘You’ve got a problem, blame 
somebody else,’’ to a culture that says, 
‘‘Each of us are responsible for decisions 
we make in life.’’ That means if you’re a 
mom or a dad, you’re responsible for loving 
your children with all your heart. That’s 
your most important responsibility. It 
means if you’re living in a community in 
Texas, you’re responsible for the quality of 
life, and you’re responsible for loving your 
neighbor just like you’d like to be loved 
yourself. It says, if you’re running a cor-
poration in America, you’re responsible to 
tell the truth to your shareholders and em-
ployees. 

As a result of this change of attitude, 
as a result of that, people now understand 
that a patriot is more than somebody who 
just puts his hand over his heart; a patriot 
is somebody who cares for somebody who 
hurts. America is changing. The enemy hit 
us, but out of the evil will come some 
incredible good—a more compassionate so-
ciety. 

My call to our fellow Americans is to 
understand the limitations of Government. 
Listen, Government can hand out money. 
We can do that, and we do a pretty good 
job of it sometimes. But what we can’t do 
is put hope in people’s hearts or a sense 
of purpose in people’s lives. Government 
is not capable of saying ‘‘I love you,’’ to 
a child who hurts, or ‘‘What can I do?’’ 
to somebody who is shut in. That will hap-
pen when our fellow citizens recognize we 
can change America for the better, one 
heart, one soul, one conscience at a time. 

No, the enemy hit us, and it’s been 
tough on America. But out of the evil is 
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going to come a peaceful world and a more 
compassionate society, because this is the 
greatest nation, full of the finest people, 
on the face of the Earth. 

May God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:36 p.m. in 
the Imperial Ballroom at the Hyatt Regency. 

In his remarks, he referred to Sandy Cornyn, 
wife of candidate John Cornyn, and their 
daughters, Haley and Danley; Gov. Rick 
Perry of Texas; Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al 
Qaida operative suspected of helping to plan 
the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, 
who was captured in Karachi, Pakistan; and 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Deployment of United States 
Military Forces in Cote d’Ivoire 
September 26, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
On September 19, 2002, a mutiny and 

rebellion took place in the West African 
country of Cote d’Ivoire that threatened 
American citizens living there. Fighting 
erupted between the mutineers and govern-
ment forces. 

On September 24, 2002, a standby evac-
uation force of U.S. military personnel from 
the U.S. European Command was pre-posi-
tioned in Accra, Ghana, to assist with the 
evacuation of U.S. citizens from Cote 
d’Ivoire and with any other contingencies 
that might emerge. These forces initially 
included approximately 180 soldiers, fixed-
wing aircraft, and equipment. 

On September 25, 2002, U.S. forces 
moved into Cote d’Ivoire to assist French 
forces with the evacuation of American citi-
zens and third country nationals from 
Bouake. This included children from the 
International Christian Academy as well as 
Peace Corps Volunteers, faculty, and mis-
sionaries. United States forces will also as-
sist in the evacuation of other American 
citizens and third country nationals in Cote 

d’Ivoire, should their evacuation become 
necessary. 

Although U.S. forces are equipped for 
combat, this movement was undertaken 
solely for the purpose of protecting Amer-
ican citizens and property. United States 
forces will redeploy as soon as it is deter-
mined that this mission is completed. 

I have taken this action pursuant to my 
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief 
and Chief Executive. I am providing this 
report as part of my efforts to keep the 
Congress informed, consistent with the War 
Powers Resolution. 

I appreciate the support of the Congress 
in this action in Cote d’Ivoire. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Robert C. Byrd, President 
pro tempore of the Senate. This letter was 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on September 27. 
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Remarks at a Luncheon for Congressional Candidate Bob Beauprez in 
Denver, Colorado 
September 27, 2002 

Thank you all. Nice to be out West. 
[Laughter] Thank you all for coming today. 
And ‘‘Congressman,’’ thank you for that 
kind introduction. Bob Beauprez is the 
right man to represent the State of Colo-
rado. There is no question in my mind. 
I am proud to stand with him, and I hope 
the good folks of Colorado are wise enough 
to send him to Washington, DC. 

I’m honored to be up here with Claudia, 
mother of four. These two folks love their 
family; they love their country. And Clau-
dia, I appreciate you’re willing to sacrifice. 
See, moving out of Colorado is a pretty 
good size sacrifice. [Laughter] But like 
Bob, I married above myself. [Laughter] 
And my good wife sends her love and her 
best to our friends who are here, and to 
the Beauprezes in their quest of this high 
office—the Governor and the first lady of 
the State of Colorado. She sends her best, 
as do I. 

By the way, she’s doing a fabulous job. 
She was down in Mexico representing the 
United States. She’s winging her way back 
to Crawford. I’m going to see her tonight 
after my trip. Tomorrow we’re going to 
spend a little quality time on the ranch, 
helping to make sure we maintain perspec-
tive, understanding that there’s life outside 
of the Beltway, that the values of central 
Texas and the values of the West out here 
in Denver are important values to keep a 
part of our spirit. 

And so I’m honored to be here to cam-
paign. She sends her love. By the way, she 
is doing a fabulous job. She is a great First 
Lady for America, and I’m really proud 
of her. Not bad for a west Texas girl who, 
when I married her, was a public school 
librarian who, frankly, didn’t care for poli-
tics and wasn’t too keen on politicians. 
[Laughter] She’s a great lady. She sends 
her love. 

I also am honored to be here with your 
Governor. He is one of the Nation’s best 
Governors. Unlike some of them, he can 
run on his record. [Laughter] And it’s a 
record that’s going to put him back in of-
fice. And that’s good for Colorado. I’m hon-
ored Frances is here with him as well, a 
great first lady for the State of Colorado. 

I want to thank the grassroots activists 
who are here. I want to thank Chairman 
Benson. I’ve known him for a long time. 
He’s a fine leader. I want to thank you 
for what you have done and what you’re 
going to do, and that is, you’re going to 
turn out the vote. You’re going to man 
the precincts. You’re going to do what 
you’re really good at, which is grassroots 
politics. And a lot of times you don’t get 
thanked enough. I’m here to thank you. 
I want to thank you for turning out the 
vote, not only to make sure the Governor 
wins and Bob wins but to make sure Wayne 
Allard goes back to the United States Sen-
ate. 

I want to thank Senator Campbell for 
being here and the rest of the congressional 
delegation. You’ve sent some fine folks to 
Washington, DC, and I’ve enjoyed working 
with all of them. And I want to thank the 
folks who have organized this dinner—or 
lunch, however you want to call it. [Laugh-
ter] It’s a big crowd. Bob, it’s a good sign. 
See, the folks here know what I know— 
that you’re a man of principle, a man of 
character. 

I love the Beauprez story. It’s an Amer-
ican story, really, when you think about it. 
It’s a Colorado story. It embodies the val-
ues of the State of Colorado and the best 
of America. After all, his grandfather came 
here penniless in 1910, left a wife and child 
behind. He wasn’t sure if he could make 
it in America. He came and worked hard. 
Had the honor of meeting Bob’s mom and 
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dad. One of them got out of the eighth 
grade. And the mom got a little farther 
in school: she got out of the ninth grade. 
But they’re truly the American story, that 
hard work and dreaming big dreams and 
loving one another and raising your family 
means you can get ahead in America. 
Those are the values of Bob Beauprez, and 
they’re important values for America to un-
derstand, and they’re good values for the 
United States Congress. 

I like to support a man who’s made a 
living, who understands what it means to 
take risk, who’s not only worked on a farm 
but has had a vision and saw that vision 
come to be. It’s the kind of thinking we 
need in Washington, because we’ve got a 
problem with our economy. And here’s the 
problem: Anytime somebody who wants to 
work can’t find work, that’s a problem. And 
even though there is economic growth, we 
don’t have enough growth. And even 
though interest rates are low and inflation 
is low, the foundation for a growing econ-
omy—we need to do more. 

But here’s our attitude about the econ-
omy. The role of Government is not to 
create wealth; the role of Government is 
to create an environment in which the en-
trepreneur can flourish, in which the pro-
ducer can make a living, in which the small 
business can grow to be a big business. 

You’re backing the right man for Con-
gress. He understands how the economy 
works. He will join me and others in mak-
ing sure the tax cuts which we passed are 
a permanent part of American life. There’s 
an interesting debate in Washington about 
taxes; there always is. There’s some who 
want more of your taxes in Washington; 
there are some who want less. I believe 
that when the economy slowed the way it 
was slowing when we came in, we needed 
to let people keep more of their own 
money. Here’s the page of the textbook 
which we read. It says: ‘‘If you have more 
money in your pocket, it means you’re 
more likely to demand a good or a service. 
And if you demand a good or a service 

in the American system, somebody is going 
to produce the good or a service. And when 
somebody produces the good or a service, 
somebody is more likely to find work.’’ The 
tax cuts came at the right time in American 
history. 

The tax cuts stimulate economic growth. 
The tax cuts are good for small business 
creation. Small businesses create 70 percent 
of the new jobs in America. Most small 
businesses are not incorporated. Most small 
businesses are sole proprietorships or lim-
ited partnerships and, therefore, pay in-
come taxes at the individual rates. And so 
when you drop the rates, you’re encour-
aging capital creation in the small-business 
sector of America. Those who oppose tax 
cuts do not understand job creation and 
what the small-business community does 
for job creation. 

It’s hard for me to explain why we need 
to make them permanent. It’s kind of— 
some of the things that happen in Wash-
ington: On the one hand, they taketh away; 
on the other hand, they giveth. In this case, 
we had tax reductions, but because of a 
rule in the United States Senate, those tax 
reductions cease after 10 years from the 
date of enactment. Congress gives, and 
then it takes away. And that’s not right. 
What I need—I need allies in Washington 
who will make those tax reductions perma-
nent so people can plan and save, and the 
job will grow. 

And we did a good thing in that tax 
reduction plan. We sent the death tax on 
its way to extinction. The death tax is bad 
for Colorado ranchers. The death tax is bad 
for Colorado farmers. If you’re interested 
in curtailing urban sprawl, you ought to 
eliminate the death tax, so people aren’t 
forced to sell their farms and ranches when 
they don’t want to, because of a bad tax. 
The death tax is bad for small businesses. 
The death tax is just plain bad. And this 
State and this district better send somebody 
to Washington who will vote to perma-
nently repeal the death tax. 
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Economic vitality and economic growth 
means that we’ve got to manage our re-
sources wisely, and we’re not managing our 
forest resources wisely in America. We’re 
allowing our forests to grow up like giant 
piles of kindling and just hoping that some-
thing doesn’t happen. We’re—backwards 
policy. We don’t listen to the folks out 
West enough. We don’t listen to the folks 
whose job it is to conserve our forests for 
future generations. The fires that have dev-
astated the West should send a clear signal 
to not only the voters of this district but 
to the people in Washington, DC, that 
America, for the sake of our precious re-
sources, and America, for the sake of future 
generations, must have forest policy based 
upon common sense. We must thin out 
our forests so that they’re not giant piles 
of kindling for future national disasters. 

Bob’s commonsense approach makes 
sense for Colorado. He understands as well, 
when you’re good at something, you ought 
to promote it. We’re good at high-tech. 
We’re good at growing crops. We’re good 
at producing things, and we ought to be 
selling our products overseas. And so I ap-
preciate that we’re going to have a fellow 
free-trader elected to the United States 
Congress from this district. Trade is good 
for jobs. Trade is good for Colorado. And 
trade is good for America. 

In order to create more jobs in America, 
Congress needs to act when it comes to 
terrorism insurance. There’s some signifi-
cant projects on hold because people can’t 
get insurance because of what the terrorists 
did to us. It’s estimated there’s over 
300,000 jobs that have been delayed, 
300,000 hardhat, good, hard—good-paying 
jobs, because we can’t get terrorism insur-
ance. And Congress ought to act, and they 
need to move. 

The problem is—well, here’s the prob-
lem: Some of them are more interested 
in rewarding the trial lawyers than they are 
the hardhats. We need a bill that focuses— 
we need policy that focuses on the hard-
working people, those people wearing the 

hardhats. We’ve got to get them back to 
work. I need somebody up there who will 
join me in putting good, commonsense pol-
icy in place—people can find work in 
America. We want them working. 

And one other thing I want to share with 
you about how to make sure the economy 
grows: We must be fiscally sound with your 
money; we cannot allow Congress to over-
spend. And here’s the danger. Every idea 
in Washington sounds like a good idea. 
Everybody’s idea sounds brilliant. And the 
problem in Washington politics is, every 
one of those brilliant ideas has got a price 
tag on them in the billions. And it begins 
to add up. 

And the other danger is, there’s no budg-
et. Senator Armstrong remembers the days 
when the Senate had a budget. They don’t 
have one now. And if you don’t have a 
budget, guess what’s likely to happen? Peo-
ple overspend. For the sake of job creation, 
for the sake of jobs, we need to make sure 
the United States Congress understands 
whose money they’re spending. They’re not 
spending the Government’s money; they’re 
spending your money. And I need fiscal 
conservatives, people who will protect your 
pocketbook in Washington, DC. 

No, we’re going to work together to 
make America a stronger place by making 
sure people can find work. Oh, I know 
there’s a lot of talk about national security, 
and there should be, during these days. 
But part of making sure America is a se-
cure place is that our economy is strong, 
and we continue to focus on job creation, 
which I’ll do. 

But my most important job these days 
is to protect the homeland, is to protect 
America against nothing but a bunch of 
coldblooded killers, protect our country 
against people who hate us because of what 
we love. They hate us because we love 
freedom. They hate us because we love 
the idea that people can worship an al-
mighty God any way they see fit. They 
hate us because we speak our mind: we 
allow public discourse and dissent. They 
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hate us because we have a free press. And 
so long as we love freedom, they’ll hate 
us. But we’re never, ever going to relin-
quish our love of freedom in America. 

Let me tell you something else about 
the enemy: They’re resourceful; they’re 
slippery; they’re the ones who hide in caves 
and send youngsters to their suicidal death. 
These are folks that have hijacked a great 
religion and then take innocent life. And 
that’s a huge difference between America. 
See, in America we value life. Everybody 
matters. Every person counts, not only in 
America but around the world. Human life 
is precious to the American people, part 
of our culture. The enemy doesn’t think 
that way. And therefore, we’ve got to do 
everything we can to defend against them, 
to make sure they never hurt us again. 

And a lot of good people are working 
a lot of long hours to protect the American 
people—just are—you’ve got to know it. 
You’ve got to know that we’re doing a bet-
ter job now of coordinating between agen-
cies in Washington. I mean—once we’ve 
learned that oceans no longer protect us— 
there’s a new mentality in your Nation’s 
Capital as well as your statehouse and at 
the local level as well. A lot of good people 
are sharing information, are running down 
leads. Anytime we get a hint something 
might be happening to America, we’re 
going to react to it. We owe that to the 
American people. We will do so and pro-
tect the United States Constitution at the 
same time. 

We’re making progress at home, but we 
need to make more progress. And one way 
to do so is to create a Department of 
Homeland Security. I remember when I 
first made the announcement, somebody 
said, ‘‘Well, all that’s going to mean is big-
ger Government.’’ I readily concede I 
didn’t campaign on the slogan: ‘‘Vote for 
me. I want your Government to be bigger.’’ 
But I do want it to work. I want it to 
perform. There’s over 100 agencies in-
volved in the homeland defense. And if 
the number one priority is to protect the 

homeland, it seems like, to me, it makes 
sense to have them under one umbrella 
so that we can have a new culture in those 
agencies. It’s not to say they won’t do other 
functions, but we want them focused on 
your job, on your security, and on their 
job. That’s what we want in America. 

And so I’ve asked Congress to respond. 
And the House acted quickly, and I appre-
ciate the votes of the Members here from 
the House. The Senate is bogged down 
right now. They’re bogged down over a dis-
pute as to how best to run the agency. 
I want to thank Senator Campbell’s strong 
support of my position, which I’m about 
to share with you. And it’s this: I don’t 
need a giant—and when I say ‘‘I,’’ it’s not 
only me, it’s other Presidents—don’t need 
a thick book of regulations trying to micro-
manage the Department of Homeland Se-
curity. That’s not what we need. We need 
flexibility. We need to be able to move 
quickly. We need to be able—need to put 
the hard-working people in the right place 
at the right time, to protect us from an 
enemy. Let me give you some examples 
of what I’m talking about. 

After September the 11th, the Customs 
Service wanted to require inspectors at the 
Nation’s 301 ports of entry to wear radi-
ation detection devices. That makes sense: 
Put a radiation detection device on that 
will help to determine whether or not 
somebody is trying to struggle a weapons 
of mass destruction in the country—emi-
nent sense, logic that folks should want to 
do that. The union that represents the Cus-
toms workers objected. They didn’t think 
that was right. They sought to invoke col-
lective bargaining, which would have taken 
at least a year to resolve. We don’t have 
a year to resolve issues like that. See, we 
need to be able to move quickly. We need 
to be able to respond. It’s our job. In order 
to locate employees in cases of emergency, 
the Customs Service thought to have em-
ployees provide their home addresses or 
their telephone numbers to the Customs 
Service—in other words, if there needed 
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to be a quick response, we needed to have 
their numbers available. The union ob-
jected. They said such a request would vio-
late the privacy rights of workers. 

We’re in a different time here in Amer-
ica. In this case, a union filed a grievance 
and sought to negotiate something as sen-
sible as this request. I’m for workers’ rights. 
I believe people ought to be able to have 
collective bargaining if that’s what they 
want. But in the name of national security, 
this administration, future administrations 
need this flexibility to put people—the right 
place at the right time, in order to protect 
America from an enemy which still wants 
to hurt us. 

Hope we can get it right in the Senate— 
an opportunity for the Senate, House to 
leave behind a legacy that America is more 
fully protected as time goes on. But the 
best way to protect America, short term 
and long term, is to hunt the killers down, 
one at a time, and to bring them to justice. 
And that’s what we’re doing. We’re doing 
it in a variety of ways. First, you just need 
to know the doctrine that says, if you’re— 
you’re either with us, or you’re with 
them—it still stands. 

There’s a lot of people still with us. This 
is a different kind of war, and we need 
people with us. As I mentioned, these are 
folks that like to hide in caves or the dark 
recesses of cities around the world. They 
don’t have tanks. They don’t have airplanes. 
They don’t have ships. We don’t measure 
success based upon our capacity to destroy 
their ability to fight war. We measure suc-
cess based upon how many we have hauled 
in or how many weren’t so lucky. We’ve 
gotten over a couple of thousand of them 
so far. ‘‘We’’ not only means the United 
States but others with whom we work. And 
a like number have not been as lucky. 
We’re slowly but surely dismantling the Al 
Qaida terrorist network. 

It’s not a very glamorous war for some 
to cover. It’s hard to get breathless over 
an arrest. Bin al-Shibh popped his head 
up. He was the guy that thought he was 

going to be the 20th hijacker, or wanted 
to be. He’s no longer a threat. He’s no 
longer a threat to America. He’s no longer 
a threat to our friends. It doesn’t matter 
how long it takes, folks, the enemy has 
got to understand: we’re going to get them. 
It doesn’t matter how long it takes; we’re 
going to pursue them. You see, we’re fight-
ing for our freedom. We’re fighting for that 
which we hold dear. 

I sent up to Congress the largest increase 
in defense spending since Ronald Reagan 
was the President. I did it for two reasons. 
One, anytime we commit our troops into 
harm’s way, they deserve the best pay, the 
best equipment, and the best possible train-
ing. We owe that to our troops, and we 
owe it to their loved ones as well. And 
for those of you in the audience who have 
got a loved one in the military—one, proud 
of your son or daughter; two, I have got 
full confidence in your son or daughter; 
and three, thank you for your sacrifice. And 
secondly, the reason I asked for a increase 
the size of which I did is because I wanted 
to send a message to friend and foe alike 
that when it comes to the defense of our 
freedoms, we’re not quitting. There’s no 
calendar on my desk that says, well, we’ve 
reached this time; it’s time to stop. That’s 
not how I think. That’s not how America 
thinks. We want our friends understanding 
that. We want the enemy to know it as 
well, that when it comes to the defense 
of our country, comes to defending the val-
ues we hold dear, it doesn’t matter how 
much it costs; it doesn’t matter how long 
it takes: The United States will be firm 
and resolved. We owe that to our children, 
and we owe it to our children’s children. 

I’ve got a problem, however. The de-
fense budget I submitted hasn’t made it 
to my desk yet. Here we are trying to de-
fend the homeland, and it’s stuck. The 
House passed it. The Senate passed it. Now 
it’s time for the leadership in Washington, 
DC, to get the defense bill to my desk 
before they go home. It’s important for— 
it’s an important signal to send. And they 
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ought to stop playing politics with defense 
appropriations at this time in American his-
tory. 

There’s not going to be an easy road 
to secure our freedom. There is going to 
be—there are some steep hills to climb. 
But we’re ready to climb them as a nation, 
I think. There’s a steep hill to climb in 
Iraq. I went to the United Nations the 
other day, and I want to share with you 
why I went. First, I wanted to make sure 
the world heard the case: This man is a 
dictator who tortures and rapes women— 
has women raped in order to make a point; 
who kills, stifles dissent through murder; 
the man who said he would get rid of 
weapons of mass destruction and still has 
them. And we need to fear the fact that 
he has weapons of mass destruction. He’s 
used them before. He’s used them on his 
own people before. He’s invaded two coun-
tries. He’s lied and deceived the world. 

The United States is no longer secure 
because we’ve got oceans. We’re vulnerable 
to attack, as we learned so vividly. My job 
is to not only deal with problems—people 
kind of run around and lurk—my job is 
also to anticipate problems. My job is to 
be realistic about our future. My job is 
to make sure that the world’s worst leader 
is not able to blackmail or hurt America 
or our friends and allies with the world’s 
worst weapons. We’ve got to make sure 
that these dictators aren’t able to team up 
with terrorist groups, use their weapons of 
mass destruction as a way to intimidate 
those of us who love freedom. 

So I went to the United Nations. My 
message was, ‘‘We want you to succeed as 
an organization. We remember what it was 
like when the collective body was the 
League of Nations, unable to stop totali-
tarianism, that in order to secure the free-
dom in the 21st century, it’s important to 
have an effective body. But you’ve been 
ineffective,’’ I said. ‘‘For 11 long years you 
have said one thing to the dictator in Iraq, 
and he has thumbed his nose. For 11 years 
you’ve allowed this man to be—to lie and 

deceive about weapons of mass destruction, 
and you have not held him to account. And 
now is the time. For the sake of freedom, 
you have got a choice: You can hold him 
to account. And for the sake of freedom, 
he has got a choice: He can disarm.’’ 

There’s no negotiations, by the way, for 
Mr. Saddam Hussein. There’s nothing to 
discuss. He either gets rid of his weapons 
and the United Nations gets rid of his 
weapons—he can either get rid of his 
weapons and the United Nations can act, 
or the United States will lead a coalition 
to disarm this man. 

I’m willing to give peace a chance to 
work. I want the United Nations to work. 
I want him to do what he said he would 
do. But for the sake of our future, now’s 
the time—now’s the time. For the sake of 
your children’s future, we must make sure 
this madman never has the capacity to hurt 
us with a nuclear weapon or to use the 
stockpiles of anthrax that we know he has, 
or VX—the biological weapons which he 
possesses. 

I appreciate both Republicans and 
Democrats in our country understanding 
this issue. The other day I was at—greeted 
in the Cabinet Room members of both par-
ties from the United States Congress, both 
parties, who understand the stakes—mem-
bers of both parties who understand the 
stakes, people who are willing to work with 
us to send a clear message to the world, 
a unified message, a strong resolution 
which defines our vision for peace. 

Soon I’ll have a—soon you’ll see a reso-
lution come forth supported by members 
of both parties—not everybody, I can un-
derstand that. This is an important debate, 
a debate where people will speak their con-
science. I’m absolutely convinced as we’ve 
laid out the facts, members from both par-
ties understand the stakes, understand 
we’re talking about freedom, and under-
stand we cannot allow this madman to 
threaten us, to threaten others, to threaten 
our friends with the world’s worst weapons. 
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I want you to know that behind the rhet-
oric of war is a deep desire for peace, that 
I believe that by remaining strong and dili-
gent that we can achieve peace, that we 
can achieve peace not only for America but 
peace around the world. I believe that by 
speaking clearly about terror, delineating 
good from evil, remaining forceful in our 
desire for freedom, we can achieve peace 
in the Middle East. 

I laid out a vision for peace. I’m going 
to stay on that vision. I believe so strongly 
it’s possible. And I believe we can achieve 
peace in South Asia. I want you to tell 
your kids that when they hear the debate, 
listen to the rhetoric: This administration 
has got a deep desire for a peaceful world. 
I also have a deep desire for a better world, 
too, a better country. 

As we work to keep the peace we’ve 
also got to work to make America a better 
place for all of us. I mean every single 
citizen. That means we’ve got to have an 
education system that is next to none. I 
believe strongly in setting high standards 
and challenging the soft bigotry of low ex-
pectations. I believe every child can learn. 

I know Bob shares that vision, and I 
know the Governor does as well. I’m proud 
to sign an important piece of education re-
form—for the first time said that if you 
receive Federal money, why don’t you show 
us whether or not your children are learn-
ing to read and write and add and subtract? 
See, if you believe every child can learn, 
if you’re willing to challenge the soft big-
otry of low expectations, then just show 
us. And if they are, we’ll praise the teachers 
and praise the superintendents. But when 
we find our children trapped in schools 
that won’t teach and won’t change, we must 
demand something different. No child 
should be left behind in America. 

A better America is one that has got 
a modern health care system. And I look 
forward to working with Bob to make sure 
that the Medicare system is modern. Medi-
cine has changed; Medicare hasn’t. And it’s 
time to keep the promise of Medicare with 

a modern system, starting with prescription 
drug benefits for our seniors. 

And by the way, I appreciated what the 
House did. I call upon the Senate to do 
the same thing that the House did the 
other day. In order to make sure medicine 
is affordable and accessible, we need med-
ical liability reform at the Federal level. 
Let me just put it to you this way: Too 
many lawsuits are driving docs out of busi-
ness. Too many lawsuits are making health 
care hard to get for a lot of folks. Too 
many lawsuits, too many frivolous and junk 
lawsuits are driving up your cost for health 
care, and we need to do something about 
it, starting at the Federal level. The House 
acted. The Senate must show the same 
kind of courage, for the sake of the Amer-
ican people. 

There’s a lot of things we can do in 
Washington, but the best way to make 
America a better place is to call upon our 
fellow citizens to love a neighbor just like 
you’d like to be loved yourself. See, Gov-
ernment can hand out money—sometimes 
we do a pretty good job of it—but what 
it cannot do is cause people to love one 
another. It can’t put hope in people’s hearts 
or a sense of purpose in people’s lives. That 
is done when a fellow citizen puts his arm 
around somebody who hurts, and says, ‘‘I 
love you.’’ That’s how that happens. That’s 
done when a church or a synagogue or 
mosque decides to feed the hungry or find 
shelter for those who have no housing. It’s 
done when somebody mentors a child. It’s 
done when somebody runs a Boy Scout 
or Girl Scout troop. That’s what happens, 
see. 

That’s the true strength of the country, 
by the way. The true strength of the coun-
try is in the hearts and souls of our fellow 
citizens. You know, people have asked me, 
what can they do to help in the war against 
terror? My answer is, love a neighbor. If 
you want to fight evil, do some good. Try 
to make your community a better place 
in which somebody can live and realize 
their dreams. 
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No, the enemy hit us—the enemy hit 
us. They didn’t know who they were hit-
ting. They probably thought after 9/11/2001 
that maybe a couple lawsuits would be filed 
against them. They didn’t understand 
America. They didn’t understand our view 
of freedom; nor did they understand that 
this great Nation would rise up—this Na-
tion would take a step back and assess what 
was important and rise up. A lot of people 
now understand to be a patriot means more 
than just putting your hand over your heart. 
It means doing something to make your 
community a better place. A true patriot 
is somebody who helps eliminate those 
pockets of despair and hopelessness by lov-
ing somebody. 

I believe out of the evil done to America 
is going to come great good—still mourn 
the loss of life, like we all do, but I know 
the culture is beginning to change from 
one that has said, ‘‘If it feels good, do it,’’ 
and ‘‘If you’ve got a problem, blame some-
body else,’’ to a day in which each of us 
understand we’re responsible for the deci-
sions we make in life. We’re responsible 
for loving our children, if you’re lucky 
enough to be a mom or a dad. You’re re-
sponsible for the quality of life in the com-
munity in which you live. You’re respon-
sible for loving your neighbor like you’d 
like to be—self. If you’re running corporate 

America, you’re responsible to tell the truth 
to your employees and your shareholders. 

This great country is responding to the 
evil done. I’m an optimistic guy, because 
I believe America can achieve anything it 
sets its mind to, believe we can achieve 
peace. And I believe we can help eliminate 
the pockets of despair and make sure this 
country remains such a beacon of hope for 
everybody, for every citizen who is fortu-
nate enough to live in this great land. 

The reason I believe that way is, I under-
stand that America is the greatest nation, 
full of the finest people, on the face of 
our Earth. God bless you all, and may God 
bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:26 a.m. in 
the Plaza Ballroom at the Adam’s Mark 
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to can-
didate Bob Beauprez’s wife, Claudia, and his 
parents, Joe and Maria Beauprez; Bob Ben-
son, chair, Republican Party of Colorado; 
Gov. Bill Owens of Colorado, and his wife, 
Frances; former Senator William L. Arm-
strong of Colorado; Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an 
Al Qaida operative suspected of helping to 
plan the September 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tacks, who was captured in Karachi, Pakistan; 
and President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. Bob 
Beauprez was a candidate for Colorado’s Sev-
enth Congressional District. 

Remarks at a Rally for Congressional Candidate Rick Renzi in Flagstaff, 
Arizona 
September 27, 2002 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
It’s such an honor to be here. Well, we’re 
working on the drought. [Laughter] I love 
the rain. Thanks for standing out here. It’s 
such an honor to be here. I appreciate you 
all enduring the weather. 

It is my honor to be here for the next 
Congressman from this district, Rick Renzi. 
He’s a good fellow. He’s a good man. He 

believes in family values. After all, he’s got 
12 kids. I want to thank Roberta for stand-
ing by him as he takes his message to the 
people, that he works hard to let the people 
know what’s in his heart. And he’s a good-
hearted man. He cares deeply about the 
people of this district. I’m here to endorse 
his candidacy because I think he’ll be the 
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right thing for Arizona, and I know he’ll 
do the right thing for America. 

I appreciate very much also being here 
with the next Governor of the State of Ari-
zona, Matt Salmon. Matt is a commonsense 
fellow. One thing he understands, that 
when it comes to spending money at the 
State level, he’s not spending the Govern-
ment’s money, see; he’s spending the peo-
ple’s money. He’s from the people. And 
I look forward to working with Matt when 
he becomes the Governor of this great 
State. 

I’m also honored to be traveling with 
Senator Jon Kyl. He’s a stand-up kind of 
guy. He is rock-solid. He’s strong on the 
defense of our country. And I look forward 
to continuing to work with him to make 
sure the judicial nominees I send up to 
the United States Senate get a fair hearing. 

I named the other day a great lady from 
Texas to the bench, named Priscilla Owen. 
But they played politics with her nomina-
tion. She got the highest ranking of the 
ABA. She was one of the top in her law 
school classes. But they didn’t give her a 
fair hearing. They distorted her record. See, 
they want judges that use the bench from 
which to legislate. We want judges to strict-
ly interpret the Constitution of the United 
States. 

I appreciate so very much working with 
Senator John McCain from the State of 
Arizona. John’s a true patriot, a true patriot 
who’s standing strong as we try to keep 
the peace here in the world. I appreciate 
very much being with my friend Jane Dee 
Hull. I used to be a Governor, and I got 
to know her as a Governor of Texas. I’m 
proud to call her friend. I’m proud of the 
job she’s done for the State of Arizona. 
Thank you, Jane Dee, for being here. 

I want to thank all of you all who care 
about your community and all of you all 
who are in what we call grassroots politics: 
the people who turn out the vote, the peo-
ple who make the phone calls, the people 
who go to the coffee shops and tell people 
the truth about the candidates running for 

office. I want to thank you for your sup-
porting this good ticket. And I want to 
thank you for loving your country. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. I look forward to working 
with Rick on some important issues that 
matter. One important issue that matters— 
we’ve got to make sure we keep our people 
working. As we work hard to secure the 
homeland, we’ve also got to remember, a 
secure America is an America where people 
can find work. So long as somebody who 
is looking for a job can’t find a job, I think 
we have a problem. And so we’ve always 
got to keep working to expand the job base. 
We want people being able to put food 
on the table here in America. We want 
people being able to make a living. And 
that starts with fighting off this slowdown 
with letting people keep more of their own 
money. 

See, here’s the debate that takes place 
in Washington. The debate is, is that either 
you let people have more of their own 
money, or you don’t. If the economy is 
slow and you let a person keep more of 
their own money, they’re likely to spend 
it. And when they spend it, it means they’re 
demanding something. They’re demanding 
a good or a service. And when that demand 
is there, somebody is likely to produce the 
good or a service. And when somebody 
produces a good or service, guess what’s 
more likely to happen. Somebody is going 
to be able to find a job. The tax cuts were 
important for the American economy. 
They’re important for small business. 
They’re important for the entrepreneurs. 
They’re important for job creation. We 
need to make the tax cuts permanent. 

You’ve got to remember that money 
we’re spending up there in Washington 
isn’t the Government’s money; like I said, 
it’s the people’s money. It’s your money. 
We need to make sure we don’t overspend. 
Listen, they don’t have a budget in the 
United States Senate—no fault of Senator 
Kyl. They don’t have a budget. If you don’t 
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have a budget, guess what’s likely to hap-
pen. Every idea sounds like a good idea 
up there. [Laughter] Those ideas run into 
the billions. If you don’t have a budget, 
it’s hard to hold people to account. We 
need fiscally responsible people in Wash-
ington, like Rick. We need people who will 
set priorities and make sure we don’t over-
spend your money. A deficit will hurt eco-
nomic vitality. I submitted a budget that 
shows how we can reduce the deficit, how 
we can get to surplus, but it’s going to 
require fiscal sanity in Washington, DC. 

We need a commonsense policy in Wash-
ington. And the forest policy of the United 
States is not commonsensical. It doesn’t 
make any sense to allow—to not thin our 
forests. It doesn’t make any sense to fight 
off the beetles. It doesn’t make any sense 
not to thin them out. It doesn’t make any 
sense to allow kindling to pile up under-
neath good wood. It doesn’t make any 
sense. For the sake of a commonsense envi-
ronmental policy, for the sake of making 
sure our forests remain healthy in the long 
term, let’s get some people like Rick in 
Washington, DC, with whom I can work, 
to get good forest policy in America. 

I also appreciate being here on behalf 
of Matt Salmon. Matt’s a good, solid man. 
He’s a guy who keeps his word. See, he’s 
one of these fellows that said, ‘‘I’m going 
to run for Congress. I’m only going to serve 
three terms.’’ And then when his term 
came up, he said, ‘‘I’m going home.’’ That 
doesn’t happen a lot in politics. It should 
happen more, by the way, where people 
do what they say they’re going to do, that 
when they look at the people, they’re going 
to do what they say. That’s why you can 
trust him as your Governor. When he says 
he’s not going to raise your taxes, he means 
he’s not going to raise your taxes. 

I also look forward to working with Matt 
to make sure that we help people who need 
help. We’ve got people on welfare in the 
State of Arizona who need help to learn 
how to work. See, we’re getting ready to 
reauthorize the welfare law. And I urge 

Congress to make sure that as we do so, 
that we keep work as the cornerstone of 
good welfare policy. Helping a man learn 
to work, helping a lady find a job, helping 
people have the skills necessary to be able 
to provide for their family is a part of mak-
ing sure somebody has got dignity in their 
life. And I look forward to working with 
Governor Matt Salmon to make sure that 
the welfare policy of Arizona is a compas-
sionate yet conservative welfare policy. 

I want you to know that I am constantly 
thinking about our economy and trying to 
work with Congress to improve the job 
base. But my most important job is to pro-
tect America from another attack. That’s 
my most important job, because there’s still 
an enemy out there which hates America. 
And they hate us because of what we love. 
We love freedom. We love the idea that 
people can worship an almighty God any 
way they choose in America. We good— 
we value the idea that people are free to 
express their opinions, that we have a free 
press. We love freedom in America. And 
so long as we love our freedoms, the enemy 
will hate us. 

But guess what: We’re never going to 
forget our freedoms. We’re always going 
to hold those freedoms dear. And so long 
as we do, the enemy will be there. And 
so we’ve got to hunt them down, and we’ve 
got to protect the homeland. There’s a lot 
of good people, a lot of good people work-
ing hard on your behalf to protect the 
homeland. Anytime we’re getting a hint, 
anytime we get an idea, anytime we get 
a scintilla of evidence that somebody might 
be thinking about doing something to 
America we’re moving on it. And I say, 
‘‘We’re moving on it’’—it’s at the Federal 
level and the State level and the local level. 
Our biggest responsibility is to prevent the 
killers from coming to hurt America again. 

And that’s why I went to Congress and 
asked them to join me in setting up what 
they call the Department of Homeland Se-
curity. Listen, there’s over 100 agencies in 
Washington, DC, that have got something 
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to do with protecting the homeland. That’s 
100 agencies full of good, hard-working 
people. But they’re scattered everywhere. 
It seemed to make sense to me to put 
them under one umbrella, so that the— 
we could set priorities, so that we could 
change cultures, if necessary, within the 
agencies, to make the number one priority 
your protection. 

And we’re making progress up there. The 
House of Representatives voted a good bill 
out, but it seems to be stuck in the Senate, 
because the Senate wants to micromanage 
the executive branch of Government. The 
Senate wants a thick book of rules on how 
to defend the homeland. 

And let me just give you some examples. 
The Customs Service, for example, wanted 
to require its inspectors at our Nation’s 301 
ports of entry to wear radiation detecting 
devices. See, that made sense. You wear 
a radiation detection device to make sure 
nobody is trying to bring a weapons of mass 
destruction into America. Yet, the union 
that represents the Customs workers ob-
jected. They sought to invoke collective 
bargaining, which would have taken at least 
a year to solve. See, we don’t need those 
kind of rules that bind the executive branch 
from doing what you want us to do, which 
is to protect the homeland. 

Let me give you another example. Let 
me give you another example of what we’re 
trying to cut out of the new Department— 
this kind of stuff that doesn’t make any 
sense. I know it doesn’t make any sense 
to the people of Flagstaff. I can assure you 
it doesn’t make any sense to the people 
of Crawford, Texas, either. [Laughter] In 
order to locate employees in cases of emer-
gency, the Customs Service sought to have 
employees provide their home addresses 
and telephone numbers to the Customs 
Service. In other words, if we had an emer-
gency, we want to know where to call. The 
union objected and said such a request 
would violate the privacy rights of the 
workers. Now, that doesn’t make any sense. 

Listen, I strongly believe workers ought 
to be able to join a union if that’s what 
they want to do. They ought to be able 
to have collective bargaining rights, if that’s 
what they choose. But for the sake of our 
national security, this President and future 
Presidents needs the flexibility necessary to 
put the right people at the right place at 
the right time, to protect the American 
people. 

But the best way to defend the homeland 
is to hunt the killers down, one at a time, 
and bring them to justice. That’s the best 
way to defend this homeland. It’s a dif-
ferent kind of war we fight. It’s important 
you know that it still goes on, though. It’s 
a different kind of war. In the past, people 
would say, ‘‘Well, we’re making progress. 
We destroyed the enemy’s tanks,’’ or, 
‘‘We’re making progress if he no longer 
has any ships.’’ These people don’t have 
tanks. They don’t have ships. They’ve got 
hate. These leaders are the ones that hide 
in caves or the dark recesses of some cities, 
and they send youngsters to their suicidal 
death. These are the folks who hijacked 
a great religion and take innocent life with-
out any hesitation. See, they don’t value 
life like we do. In America, everybody 
counts. Every life has worth. Every life is 
precious. That’s not the way the enemy 
thinks. The enemy doesn’t care. They’ve 
got these designs on America, because we 
love freedom. 

And so we’re going to look at every cave 
we can find. It don’t matter how long it 
takes, my fellow Americans. It doesn’t mat-
ter how long it takes; we’re going to hunt 
them down, one by one. We owe it to 
our children, and we owe it to our chil-
dren’s children. 

And we’re making progress. The doctrine 
that says, ‘‘Either you’re with us, or you’re 
with the enemy,’’ still stands. And there’s 
a lot of good folks around the world who 
are working with us, working with us to 
hunt these killers down before they hit us 
again. We’ve hauled in over a couple thou-
sand of them. As a matter of fact, one 
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of them the other day who wanted to have 
been the 20th hijacker popped his head 
up, and he’s no longer a threat to the 
United States of America or our friends 
and allies. 

There’s a lot of good folks in a lot of 
nations around the world working with us 
to find these and to bring them to justice. 
We don’t seek revenge. We seek justice. 
About like number hadn’t been quite as 
lucky as the ones who have been detained 
or arrested. So we’re making progress, 
slowly but surely—slowly, surely, and me-
thodically. This great Nation is doing every-
thing we can to protect our people. 

That’s why I’ve asked Congress for the 
largest increase in defense spending since 
President Reagan was the President. I did 
so for two reasons: One, anytime we put 
our youngsters into harm’s way, they de-
serve the best pay, the best training, and 
the best possible equipment; and secondly, 
I wanted to send a message to friend and 
foe alike that we’re in this deal for the 
long haul, that when it comes to talking 
about something we hold dear, our free-
dom, we’re not going to quit until we suc-
ceed. 

When it comes to defending the home-
land, this great Nation—the will of this Na-
tion has been aroused by an enemy which 
inflicted serious, serious damage on our 
people. No, they—when they hit us, they 
thought we might file a lawsuit or two. 
[Laughter] But they realized they hit a 
mighty nation and a good nation and a de-
cent nation and a nation that loves the val-
ues that we hold dear. It’s going to be 
some rough sledding ahead at times—it 
really is—in order to defend ourselves. 
We’re fighting a resourceful group of peo-
ple. We’re fighting people who know no 
fear. 

We’ve also got some other tasks, because 
there are some madmen in the world who 
have got weapons of mass destruction. 
We’ve got people who torture their own 
people. If there’s dissent, they kill them. 
They’ve gassed their own people with 

weapons of mass destruction. The man in 
Iraq has attacked two countries. He lied 
to the world. He’s deceived us. 

I went to the United Nations, and I said 
as clearly as I could: ‘‘In order for you 
to be an effective organization, you must 
deal with him. If you don’t, we will lead 
a coalition which will.’’ We cannot allow 
the world’s worst leaders—[applause]. 
There’s no negotiation. There’s no discus-
sion. This man must disarm like he said 
he would do. After 11 years of deceit, this 
man must disarm. 

For the sake of peace, for the sake of 
peace not only in our—in his neighborhood 
but in ours, he must disarm. And if he 
does not, it’s his choice to make. It’s his 
and the United Nations choice to make. 
Our last choice is to commit our troops 
to harm’s way. But if we have to, to defend 
our freedoms, if we have to, the United 
States will lead a coalition and do so. 

And there are a lot of good people, a 
lot of good people on both sides of the 
political aisle who understand the task 
ahead, a lot of good people who are work-
ing with the administration to come up with 
a common resolution to send a strong mes-
sage to the world that this great Nation, 
this great Nation will not stand by and 
allow the world’s worst leaders to threaten 
us with the world’s worst weapons. 

I want you all to understand that as we 
work to peace—as we work for peace— 
and that’s my goal—we must also work to 
make America a better place, a better place 
for all of us, a better place for each person 
which lives in this country. That starts with 
making sure that every child is educated 
and not one child is left behind. I want 
you to know that it’s important for all of 
us to challenge the soft bigotry of low ex-
pectations, to understand that when you set 
the bar low, when you have such low stand-
ards, you’re going to get lousy results, and 
children will be left behind. That’s no 
longer acceptable in America. 

I’m told—Rick was telling me—Rick and 
the Governor-to-be were telling me you’ve 
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got a great school district here in Flagstaff. 
That’s because the citizens care about the 
schools. I want to thank the teachers who 
are here for being teachers. I want to thank 
the principals who are here. I want to 
thank the parents who are here who de-
mand on high standards for every single 
child. 

A better America means we’ve got to 
have a health care system that’s modern. 
Listen, Medicare is an incredibly important 
program. Medicine has changed; Medicare 
hasn’t. [Laughter] Medicine has changed 
because of technology and innovation. 
Medicare is the same program it was a 
while ago. In order to make sure Medicare 
works like we want it to for our seniors 
and for America to be a better place, our 
seniors need prescription drug coverage. 

And you know what else we need to 
do? We need to end the frivolous and junk 
lawsuits which drive up the cost of medi-
cine, which makes it harder for folks to 
find health care. 

We’ve also got to make sure that we 
unleash the true strength of the country, 
and that is the hearts and souls of the 
American people. I believe strongly that we 
must have a Faith-Based Initiative in Amer-
ica, an initiative which recognizes that in 
our churches and synagogues and mosques 
we find universal love. See, people have 
asked me, ‘‘What can I do to help on the 
war against terror?’’ What you can do is, 
you can love your neighbor just like you’d 
like to be loved yourself. If you want to 
fight evil, do some good in America. 

No, the enemy hit us. The enemy hit 
us, but they didn’t realize who they were 
hitting. They hit a nation which will fight 
for our security and freedom. But they also 
aroused a new spirit in the country, a spirit 
which says, it’s more than a patriot who 
puts his hand on a heart; it’s a patriot who 
helps a neighbor in need. It’s a patriot who 
understands that there are some pockets 
of despair and loneliness in America and 
that, while Government can hand out 
money, what Government cannot do is put 

hope in a person’s heart or a sense of pur-
pose in a person’s life. That’s done when 
somebody puts their arm around a neighbor 
in need and says, ‘‘I love you. What can 
I do to help you?’’ It’s done when some-
body mentors a child. It’s done when some-
body goes and feeds the hungry, provides 
shelter for those who don’t have shelter. 
That’s what it means. And that’s happening 
in America. 

All across our country, people are under-
standing there is a new culture of responsi-
bility emerging. See, out of the evil done 
to America is going to come some really 
incredible good, in my judgment, because 
I believe so strongly in the purpose of this 
great country. 

I’m reminded all the time, as I travel 
our country, about what happened on 
Flight 93. Flight 93 was a historic moment 
in our country. It’s a sad, sad moment, 
but it was a time when average citizens 
were flying across the land. They knew the 
plane was going to be used as a weapon. 
They were on their phones, and they told 
their loved ones goodbye. They used the 
word ‘‘love.’’ They said a prayer. One guy 
said, ‘‘Let’s roll,’’ and they drove the plane 
into the ground to save somebody else’s 
life. 

It’s a powerful—it is the most profound, 
profound example of the great American 
values—that we understand in order to be 
the country of promise and hope that we’re 
meant to be, that we’ve got to live our 
lives beyond just ourself, that we’ve got to 
serve something greater than ourself in life. 

There’s no doubt in my mind, no doubt 
in my mind that we can achieve peace in 
the world if we remain strong and diligent 
and focused and tough when we need to. 
And there’s no doubt in my mind we can 
be a more compassionate and decent and 
hopeful nation. And you know why? Be-
cause this, my fellow Americans, is the 
greatest nation on the face of the Earth, 
full of the most decent and loving and kind 
people. 
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Thank you for coming. May God bless 
you all, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:02 p.m. at 
the Coconino County Fairgrounds. In his re-
marks, he referred to Roberta Renzi, wife 
of candidate Rick Renzi; Arizona guber-
natorial candidate Matt Salmon; Gov. Jane 

Dee Hull of Arizona; Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an 
Al Qaida operative suspected of helping to 
plan the September 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tacks, who was captured in Karachi, Pakistan; 
and President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. Rick 
Renzi was a candidate for Arizona’s First 
Congressional District. 

Remarks at a Dinner for Gubernatorial Candidate Matt Salmon in Phoenix, 
Arizona 
September 27, 2002 

Thanks for that kind introduction, ‘‘Gov-
ernor.’’ First, I want to thank the host of 
the dinner for organizing an early dinner. 
[Laughter] It’s good for Colangelo’s ball-
park. [Laughter] I guess tonight’s the night 
for the D-backs. 

I know this for certain, that this will be 
the only candidate I ever campaigned for 
who rides a Harley, speaks fluent Mandarin 
Chinese, and fronts an Elvis cover band. 
[Laughter] He’s the candidate I’m cam-
paigning for who’s going to win. Matt’s a 
breath of fresh air. See, he told the voters 
of his congressional district he’d only serve 
three terms. And when the third term fin-
ished, he didn’t run again. He’s the kind 
of person who does in office what he says 
he is going to do, which is vital for the 
statehouse and Arizona. 

The State faces real challenges, but with 
him you’re going to get a straightforward 
fellow—somebody who will tell you the 
truth, somebody who will give it his all 
to make Arizona the best State for every-
body who lives here. It’s my honor to be 
here. I’m proud to support him, and I 
thank you all for coming as well. 

I had the privilege of meeting Nancy. 
Both of us married above ourselves. 
[Laughter] Nancy and Matt are the proud 
parents of four kids, and they place their 
family above all else. And it gives me great 

comfort to know I’m working for somebody 
who has got his priorities straight. 

And I appreciate you mentioning Laura, 
Matt. She sends her best. She sends her 
best to our friends who are here. She sends 
her best to you and Nancy. She’s over there 
in Crawford, waiting for me. One of the 
good things about coming out West is, I 
get to spend the night in Crawford and 
remember there are values other than 
Washington values that count in the Nation. 
It’s good to come out West where the spirit 
of individualism still remains strong, to 
come out West where you can see a long 
way, to come out West where people un-
derstand helping neighbors is an important 
part of building a good State. So, thanks 
for having me. I’m sorry Laura’s not here. 
She’s doing great. And by the way, I’m 
really, really proud of the job she’s doing 
as our First Lady. 

We went up to Flagstaff where we were 
working on the drought relief program. It 
was raining. [Laughter] But I was up there 
to help a fellow named Rick Renzi, who 
is going to be the next Congressman from 
northern Arizona. I want to thank Rick for 
putting his hat in the ring, and I want 
to thank you all for helping him. 

I’m also honored to be with two great 
United States Senators, a great patriot, a 
man who is speaking clearly about the need 
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to defend America and defend our free-
doms, and that’s John McCain. And by the 
way, he married above himself too. [Laugh-
ter] And today I was traveling with Jon 
Kyl. 

One of the jobs of the President is to 
pick good judges, is to put people of sound 
judgment and great talent on our Federal 
benches. And the United States Senate has 
been, in some cases, not treating my nomi-
nees fairly. I named a great lady named 
Priscilla Owen to the bench. She’d run 
statewide in our State, had overwhelming 
votes, one of the top graduates of her law 
school. The lawyer group rated her one 
of the best, the highest ratings they could 
give. And yet the Senate distorted her 
record because she wouldn’t be willing to 
legislate from the bench. Jon Kyl has re-
mained strong on the Judiciary Committee 
to make sure my nominees get a fair hear-
ing. We need to change the United States 
Senate so we can change the United States 
course. 

want to thank Congressman 
Hayworth—he’s not here, but I’m going to 
thank him anyway—and Shadegg and Flake 
and Kolbe for their support. Arizona has 
got a fine congressional delegation, and I’m 
proud to be able to work with these Mem-
bers. I want to thank your Governor for 
coming today, my friend Jane Dee Hull. 
I want to thank the mayor of Phoenix for 
being here, Mayor Rimsza. And I also want 
to appreciate those of you who helped or-
ganize this dinner. I want to thank Chair-
man Fannin. 

But most of all, I want to thank the 
grassroot activists who are here, the people 
who put the signs in the yards, the people 
who do the phone calling, the people who 
do the mailers, those tireless souls who 
never get thanked. I want to thank you 
for what you have done, and as importantly, 
I thank you for what you’re going to do, 
which is to turn out a big vote come No-
vember the 5th. 

I appreciate your next Governor’s agen-
da. It starts with making sure that the State 

doesn’t raise the taxes on the working peo-
ple. I appreciate that promise. He’s a man 
who keeps his word. It’s one of these issues 
that will distinguish him from his opponent. 
If he says he’s not going to raise your taxes, 
he means he’s not going to raise your taxes. 
And that will be good for the economy 
of Arizona. 

He’s focused on jobs. He briefed me on 
his WorkFair 2010 program. See, he and 
I understand the role of Government is 
not to create wealth but to create an envi-
ronment in which the entrepreneur can 
flourish, in which small businesses can grow 
to be big businesses. I appreciate his vision 
for job creation. 

I also appreciate his brand of compas-
sionate conservatism which says, we’re 
going to help people help themselves, that 
when it comes to welfare that job training 
is essential to help people find work. We 
understand that in work you find dignity, 
in work you find the chance to put food 
on the table, in work you have a chance 
to realize your own self-worth. And so 
when it comes to helping people, your next 
Governor will make sure that work is an 
essential part of your welfare system here 
in the State of Arizona. 

I also appreciate his commonsense views 
on our forests. You’ve got a lot of vital 
land here. We’re mismanaging our forests. 
We’re doing a lousy job of protecting an 
important treasure for the country. We 
ought to be thinning our forests. We ought 
to be taking the burnt timber and making 
use of it. We ought to be clearing the tim-
ber out from underneath our trees. We 
ought to be saving our forests with com-
monsense forest policy. And I want to work 
with a Governor who understands that. 

No, I appreciate Matt. I appreciate him 
working hard to make this State a safer 
and stronger and better place. And that’s 
what we’ve got to do for our country as 
well. A strong America is a country that 
works to make sure people can find work. 
I’m worried about the fact that some of 
our fellow Americans who want to work 
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can’t find a job. And we’ve got to do every-
thing we can to increase our job base, to 
do everything we can to make sure our 
economy continues to grow. 

That’s why it’s absolutely essential, in my 
judgment, that we make the tax cuts we 
passed permanent, that we don’t let them 
be temporary, that we get rid of that Sen-
ate rule that says, we’re going to give— 
on the one hand, we giveth; on the other 
hand, we taketh away. See, we give you 
tax cuts, but because of a—kind of a weird 
rule in the Senate, those go away after 10 
years. For the sake of planning, for the 
sake of job creation, for the sake of growth, 
for the sake of small businesses—the tax 
cuts need to be permanent. And that in-
cludes getting rid of the death tax forever. 

We need an energy bill out of Wash-
ington, DC. For the sake of job security 
and for the sake of national security, we 
need an energy bill. They’ve been talking 
too long up there. We need a bill which 
encourages conservation, promotes new 
technologies, promotes renewables, but a 
bill which will encourage increase of supply 
here in America. Listen; we’re too depend-
ent on foreign sources of crude oil. And 
unfortunately, some of those people don’t 
like us. For the sake of job security and 
national security, I need an energy bill, and 
I need it soon. 

There are some big projects that have 
been put on hold because construction 
folks can’t get terrorism insurance. They 
estimate over 300,000 of our fellow citizens 
aren’t working, 300,000 hardhats aren’t 
working because people can’t get insured 
because of the terrorist attacks. Congress 
needs to act. They need to get a terrorism 
insurance bill to my desk. For the sake 
of job creation, for the sake of helping peo-
ple find work, for the sake of the 300,000 
hardhats who would be working—I need 
a terrorism insurance bill, a bill that does 
not reward the trial lawyers, but a bill that 
encourages construction workers to get 
back to work. 

There’s a lot of things Congress can do 
to help, and I look forward to working with 
them to create the jobs. And I know the 
two Senators here and the Members of 
Congress are anxious to help to expand our 
economy. But one thing Congress must not 
do is overspend. See, one thing Congress 
has got to do is hold the line on spending 
if we want our economy to grow. Interest 
rates are low. Inflation is low. Productivity 
is some of the best in the world. The foun-
dation for growth is there. 

But to make sure people can find work, 
it’s important for Congress not to over-
spend. And there’s a danger. See, every 
program in Washington sounds good. 
Everybody’s idea is a brilliant idea. The 
problem is, is those brilliant ideas cost in 
the billions. Plus, the Senate doesn’t have 
a budget. Senator McCain wants it to have 
a budget. Senator Kyl wants it to have a 
budget. It doesn’t have a budget. The other 
side hasn’t been able to get a budget. And 
when you don’t have a budget, guess what 
the danger is—that there’s no fiscal respon-
sibility with your money. There’s no fiscal 
restraint. For the sake of job creation, the 
Congress must fund our priorities and hold 
the line on additional spending. 

And we’ll work together, and we’ll work 
hard together to make sure this country 
is a stronger country, to make sure people 
can find work. We’ve also got to make sure 
it’s a safer country. I think our biggest job 
is to protect the homeland, and the reason 
we need to do so, there is still an enemy 
out there which hates America. They hate 
us because of what we love. We love free-
dom. We love the fact that people can wor-
ship an almighty God any way they see 
fit here in America. We love the fact that 
people can have honest discourse and polit-
ical debate. We love a free press. We love 
everything about freedom, and we refuse 
to relinquish that love. And so long as we 
love freedom, there are people that want 
to hurt us. See, that’s the problem we face. 
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And the other difference is, we value 
life in America. Every life matters. Every-
body counts. Everybody is precious—not to 
the enemy. They have hijacked a great reli-
gion, and murdered—murdered innocent 
people and could care less. And that’s who 
we’re fighting, and they’re out there. So 
we’ve got to do everything we can to pro-
tect the homeland. 

You’ve got to know, there’s a lot of good 
people working hard to protect you: Con-
versations taking place that never took 
place before in Washington; a lot of infor-
mation sharing; a lot of folks running down 
every hint, every lead, every idea that 
somebody might be thinking about doing 
something to America. We’re moving on 
it—within the confines of the United States 
Constitution, I might add. We’re pursuing 
leads. We’re disrupting. We’re making sure, 
as best as we possibly can, that the enemy 
doesn’t hit us again. 

And that’s why I went to the United 
States Congress and asked the Congress to 
join me in the creation of a Homeland Se-
curity Department. I did so because there’s 
over 100 agencies in Washington, DC, that 
have something to do with securing the 
homeland. They’re everywhere, and it 
seems like to me that if the number one 
priority of the Government is to defend 
the homeland, they ought to be under one 
agency, so we can change the culture of 
these agencies, so we can insist on priority. 

And the House moved, and the Senate 
is stuck. And the Senate is stuck because 
they want to micromanage the process, not 
all Senators but some Senators. They want 
to have a thick book of rules that will tell 
the executive branch and this administra-
tion and future administrations how to deal 
with the—securing our homeland. I appre-
ciate these two Senators here, standing 
strong for doing what’s right, for leaving 
a legacy behind so future Presidents can 
more likely deal with an enemy who could 
care less about rules and regulations, an 
enemy which is willing to move fast. 

Now, let me just tell you what I’m talk-
ing about, so you’ll understand. After Sep-
tember the 11th, the Customs Service 
wanted to require its inspectors at our Na-
tion’s 301 ports of entry to wear radiation 
detection devices so they could—these guys 
would have them on their belts, and if 
there was—somebody was trying to smug-
gle a weapon of mass destruction into our 
country, we’d know about it; somebody was 
trying to bring something in illegally, across 
the border, we would know about it, 
through the radiation detection device. The 
union that represents the Customs workers 
objected to this commonsense action; they 
didn’t like it. They sought to invoke collec-
tive bargaining, which would have taken a 
year to resolve. 

See, it’s those kind of rules which bind 
the capacity of the executive branch to do 
the job you want us to do. In order to 
locate employees in cases of emergency, 
the Customs Service sought to have em-
ployees provide their home addresses and 
their telephone numbers to the Customs 
Service. That makes sense. If you’ve got 
somebody you think may be getting ready 
to hit us and you need to move one of 
your Customs employees into a spot of ac-
tion, you need his phone number. The 
union objected to listing the phone num-
bers and said such a request would violate 
the privacy rights of workers. The union 
actually filed a grievance and sought to ne-
gotiate something as sensible as this re-
quest. 

We do not need rules and bureaucracy 
to entangle us in the job you want us to 
do. Protection of the homeland of the 
United States is more important than spe-
cial interests in Washington, DC. 

In this State, you don’t need to write 
your Senators. In this State, they’ve been 
strong in leaving a legacy behind, an impor-
tant legacy, because this enemy isn’t going 
away. And the best way, however, to secure 
the homeland, short term and long term, 
is to hunt the killers down, one person 
at a time, one at a time, and bring them 
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to justice, which is what the United States 
of America is going to do. 

And we’re making progress. We’re mak-
ing progress against the killers. That’s all 
they are, by the way, nothing but a bunch 
of coldblooded killers. And that’s the way 
we’re treating them. Sometimes it’s hard 
to tell the progress; this is a different kind 
of war, as you all know. I mean, in the 
old days you’d count the number of tanks 
you destroyed or the number of airplanes 
you destroyed and say, ‘‘We’re making 
progress.’’ These folks don’t have tanks. 
They don’t have airplanes. They hide in 
caves. They send youngsters to their suici-
dal death. That’s the kind of people we’re 
fighting. And they’re resourceful, and 
they’re determined, but they’re not as re-
sourceful and determined as the United 
States of America. 

I put out a doctrine that said, ‘‘Either 
you’re with us, or you’re with the enemy.’’ 
That doctrine still stands today. And a lot 
of nations have joined us in rounding up 
these killers. We’ve captured over a couple 
thousand of them. We got one the other 
day in Karachi. He popped his head up, 
and he’s no longer a threat to the United 
States or our friends. 

That’s the kind of war we fight. It’s not 
a glamorous war according to the old TV 
shows and stuff. It’s just one person at a 
time, and we’re relentless. And we’re abso-
lutely determined because we love free-
dom, and we owe it to our children to 
be relentless and determined. 

And that’s why I asked the Congress to 
pass a defense bill that’s the largest in-
crease in defense spending since Ronald 
Reagan was the President. It sends two sig-
nals, as far as I’m concerned. One, anytime 
our youngsters are sent into harm’s way, 
they deserve the best pay, the best training, 
and the best possible equipment. We owe 
that to them, and we owe it to their loved 
ones. For those of you in the audience 
who have got a loved one in the military, 
I’m proud of them; I’ve got great con-

fidence in them; and I want to thank you 
for your sacrifice as well. 

Secondly, the reason I requested the de-
fense bill that I did is because I wanted 
to send a message to friend and foe alike 
that we’re not quitting. There is no cal-
endar on my desk that says, by such-and-
such a date, we’re leaving, that we’re going 
to quit when—by an artificial time. That’s 
not the way we think in America. No mat-
ter how long it takes, we will defend our 
freedom. That’s the message we sent. 

Now, the House passed the bill, and the 
Senate passed the bill, and it hasn’t gotten 
to my desk yet. We’re at war, and the de-
fense bill hasn’t made it. I’m calling upon 
the leaders of the Senate and the leaders 
of the House to reconcile any differences 
they have quickly and get the defense bill 
to my desk before you go home. Quit play-
ing politics with the defense bill. 

In order to defend our freedoms, there’s 
going to be some steep hills to climb, and 
we’re going to have to climb them and 
climb them together. We’ve still got work 
to do against Al Qaida in Afghanistan. I 
want you to tell your children, if they ask 
you about all this war rhetoric, that your 
great country went into Afghanistan not to 
conquer anybody but to free people. We 
went in and freed people from the clutch-
es—[applause]. It’s really important for you 
to tell them that we value each life, no 
matter where that life lives. 

And we cried when we heard the stories 
about the Taliban not letting young girls 
go to school. It broke our heart, but it 
also made us joyous when we realized up-
holding the doctrine that said, ‘‘If you har-
bor a terrorist, you’re just as guilty as the 
terrorist,’’ not only allowed the United 
States to keep its word, but we freed peo-
ple. We freed people from the clutches 
of the barbaric Taliban regime. 

We’ve got work to do in Afghanistan, 
and we will continue to do the work in 
Afghanistan. You know, they’re kind of slid-
ing around the border regions, and we’ve 
got people looking for them. Sometimes 
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they try to get into Pakistan, and we’re 
teamed up with the Pakistan Government 
to find them. Sometimes we get them on 
the run, and then they think they can light 
in other countries. And so we’re pressuring 
them in other countries. It doesn’t matter 
where they think they can light; we’re after 
them. 

We’ve also got a big chore to make sure 
the world’s worst leaders never threaten, 
blackmail, or harm America with the 
world’s worst weapons. I went to the 
United Nations the other day. I did so be-
cause I wanted to make the case against 
a madman, a case against a man who has 
lied to the world, the case in front of this 
august body that for 11 long years he has 
stood in defiance of resolution after resolu-
tion, and at the same time built up his 
cache of chemical and biological weapons. 

This is a man who continues to murder 
his own people, a man who has gassed— 
used gas on his own citizens, a man who 
has used chemical weapons on his neigh-
bors, a man who has invaded two countries, 
a man which hates—who hates America, 
a man who loves to link up with Al Qaida, 
a man who is a true threat to America, 
to Israel, to anybody in the neighborhood. 

And so I went to the United Nations, 
and I said to the United Nations, ‘‘You 
need to deal with him. You, a collective 
body of freedom-loving countries, need to 
deal with him. For 11 years he’s made fun 
of you. You can either be the United Na-
tions and be effective, or you can be the 
League of Nations. Your choice.’’ I hope 
they’re the United Nations. I hope they’re 
a robust United Nations. I hope they’re 
capable of helping to keep the peace. 
That’s their choice. 

Saddam Hussein has got a choice, and 
that is, he can disarm. There’s no negotia-
tions, by the way. There’s nothing to nego-
tiate with him. He told the world he would 
disarm 11 years ago, and he’s lied to the 
world. It’s their choice to make. He must 
disarm, just like he said he would do. And 
the United Nations, in order to be effec-

tive, must disarm him. But for the sake 
of our freedom, for the sake of our future, 
if nothing happens, the United States will 
lead a coalition to hold him to account and 
to disarm Saddam Hussein. We owe it to 
the world to do so. 

I want to thank members of both polit-
ical parties in the Congress for working on 
a strong statement of resolve that the world 
will see. Members of both political parties 
have worked together with the—with mem-
bers of my staff, to develop a statement 
that shows our determination and our de-
sire to keep the peace, to make the world 
a more peaceful place. I think you’re going 
to see that our Government will be, shortly, 
speaking with one voice, and the world will 
take notice. 

History has called us into action, my fel-
low Americans; it just has. We have a 
chance to blink, or we have a chance to 
lead. I intend to lead. 

As we make sure that we’re a safer and 
stronger place, we’ve also got to work to 
make America a better place for all of us. 
I mean all of us. It starts with making sure 
the education systems work. I appreciate 
the idea of having a Governor who is will-
ing to work to challenge the soft bigotry 
of low expectations—somebody who is will-
ing to raise the standards, somebody who 
believes, like I believe, every child can 
learn, and somebody who is willing to 
measure to determine if every child is 
learning. 

You see, it’s really important to measure. 
If you believe children can learn, then you 
want to know. And if you find children 
trapped in schools which won’t teach and 
won’t change, you’d better have you a Gov-
ernor who won’t stand for the status quo. 
There’s no second-rate children in Arizona. 
There’s no second-rate children in America. 

But a better America also understands 
that the true strength of our country is 
not our Government, but the true strength 
of the country is the people, the hearts 
and souls of the American people. See, 
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that’s what I think the strength of the coun-
try is. And we can change this country. 
You’ve got to understand that amongst the 
plenty, there are pockets of despair and 
hopelessness in this country. There just are. 
There are people who are addicted. There 
are people who are lonely. There are peo-
ple who are lost. When you say ‘‘American 
Dream’’ to some of our fellow Americans, 
they go blank. And that’s not right, and 
we need to deal with that. We need to 
address that part of our—because when 
one of us hurts, all of us should hurt. 

And we can change that part of the 
American scene. And we’ve got to under-
stand, as we do, the limitations of Govern-
ment. Listen, Government can hand out 
money, and we do a pretty good job of 
it sometimes. But what Government can 
never do is put love in somebody’s life; 
can’t put hope in a person’s heart. That’s 
going to happen because our fellow Ameri-
cans decide to fight evil by doing some 
good. That will happen when our fellow 
Americans understand being a patriot is 
more than just putting your hand over your 
heart. Being a patriot is serving something 
greater than yourself. Being a patriot is 
somebody who mentors a child. Being a 
patriot is somebody who feeds the hungry. 
Being a patriot is somebody who starts a 
Boy or—Boys or Girls Club. Being a pa-
triot—who does everything he or she can 
do to make the quality of life in your neigh-
borhood as good as it can be. 

I don’t know what’s going through the 
mind of the enemy when they hit us. Oh, 
they probably thought after September the 
11th, we might file a lawsuit or two. 
[Laughter] But they learned differently. 
They learned that this great country is 
plenty tough, and we’ll defend our free-
doms. They also learned that we’re plenty 
compassionate and that we’ll respond to 
their evil with decency. One person can’t 
do everything in America, but one person 
can do something. And as you do that 
something, I want you to remember that 

you can change this country—one heart, 
one soul, one conscience at a time. 

I believe that we’re in the midst of a 
cultural change in America; I believe it. 
I believe we’re shifting our culture from 
one which had said, ‘‘If it feels good, just 
go ahead and do it,’’ and ‘‘If you’ve got 
a problem, blame somebody else.’’ I believe 
that since the terrible attack on America 
took place, that we’re ushering in a period 
of personal responsibility, where each of 
us must understand, if you’re lucky enough 
to be a mom or a dad, your most important 
job is to love your child with all your heart 
and all your soul. The culture of responsi-
bility says, ‘‘If you live in Phoenix, Arizona, 
you must do everything you can to support 
the quality of life in that community. Don’t 
hope for some distant Government to do 
it.’’ The culture of responsibility says, ‘‘If 
you run a corporation in America, you’re 
responsible to be honest with the books 
and treat your employees and shareholders 
with respect.’’ 

I believe it’s happening. And perhaps the 
most vivid example about what I’m talking 
about, about serving something greater than 
yourself, took place on Flight 93. America 
must remember that tragic story, because 
it speaks volumes about the great spirit of 
the country—people flying across the plain, 
40 passengers and I think 4 crew members, 
I believe it was. They learned from their 
loved ones that something was taking place 
on the ground that no one could possibly 
imagine in America. They realized the 
plane they were on was going to be used 
as a weapon. They talked to their loved 
ones. They said the word ‘‘love’’ a lot. They 
said a prayer. They prayed for strength. 
One guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They took the 
plane into the ground. They served some-
thing greater than themselves. That’s a 
powerful story because, to me, it speaks 
to the soul of our country, our worth. 

There is no question in my mind that 
if we remain strong and focused and tough, 
we can achieve peace. We can achieve 
peace for our country. We can achieve 

1695 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00544 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.013 193761

Sept. 27 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

peace in the Middle East, peace in South 
Asia. There’s no doubt we can do that, 
if we’re tough and strong and determined 
to speak clearly and always defend free-
dom. And at home, we can eliminate those 
pockets of despair. We can help people 
with love. 

And the reason I’m optimistic is because 
I know America. America is full of the fin-
est people on the face of the Earth. Amer-
ica is the greatest nation on the face of 
the Earth. Thank you for coming. May God 
bless, and God bless America. 

The President’s Radio Address 
September 28, 2002 

Good morning. On Thursday, I met with 
Democratic and Republican Members of 
Congress to discuss the threat posed by 
the Iraqi regime. The security of our coun-
try is the commitment of both political par-
ties and the responsibility of both the Presi-
dent and the Congress. We are united in 
our determination to confront this urgent 
threat to America. 

We’re moving toward a strong resolution 
authorizing the use of force, if necessary, 
to defend our national security interests 
against the threat posed by Saddam Hus-
sein. And by passing this resolution, we will 
send a clear message to the world commu-
nity and to the Iraqi regime: The demands 
of the United Nations Security Council 
must be followed; the Iraqi dictator must 
be disarmed. These requirements will be 
met, or they will be enforced. 

The danger to our country is grave, and 
it is growing. The Iraqi regime possesses 
biological and chemical weapons, is rebuild-
ing the facilities to make more and, accord-
ing to the British Government, could 
launch a biological or chemical attack in 
as little as 45 minutes after the order is 
given. The regime has longstanding and 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:38 p.m. in 
the Ballroom at the Phoenix Civic Plaza. In 
his remarks, he referred to Jerry Colangelo, 
managing general partner, Arizona 
Diamondbacks; Nancy Salmon, wife of can-
didate Matt Salmon; Rick Renzi, candidate 
for Arizona’s First Congressional District; 
Mayor Anton E. ‘‘Skip’’ Rimsza of Phoenix; 
P. Robert Fannin, chairman, Arizona Repub-
lican Party; Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al Qaida 
operative suspected of helping to plan the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who 
was captured in Karachi, Pakistan; and Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

continuing ties to terrorist groups, and 
there are Al Qaida terrorists inside Iraq. 
This regime is seeking a nuclear bomb and 
with fissile material could build one within 
a year. 

Iraq has already used weapons of mass 
death against another country and against 
its own citizens. The Iraqi regime practices 
the rape of women, as a method of intimi-
dation, and the torture of dissenters and 
their children. And for more than a decade, 
that regime has answered Security Council 
resolutions with defiance and bad faith and 
deception. 

We know that the Iraqi regime is led 
by a dangerous and brutal man. We know 
he is actively seeking the destructive tech-
nologies to match his hatred. And we know 
that he must be stopped. The dangers we 
face will only worsen from month to month 
and year to year. To ignore these threats 
is to encourage them, and when they have 
fully materialized, it may be too late to 
protect ourselves and our allies. By then, 
the Iraqi dictator will have had the means 
to terrorize and dominate the region, and 
each passing day could be the one on 
which the Iraqi regime gives anthrax or VX 
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nerve gas or, someday, a nuclear weapon 
to a terrorist group. 

We refuse to live in this future of fear. 
We are determined to build a future of 
security and peace for ourselves and for 
the world. The Members of Congress from 
both political parties with whom I met this 
week are committed to American leader-
ship for the good of all nations. The resolu-
tion we are producing will be an instrument 
of that leadership. 

I appreciate the spirit in which Members 
of Congress are considering this vital issue. 
We’re making progress. We are nearing 

agreement, and soon we will speak with 
one voice. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 1:07 p.m. 
on September 26 in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. 
on September 28. The transcript was made 
available by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on September 27 but was embargoed for re-
lease until the broadcast. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address. 

Statement on the Death of Representative Patsy T. Mink 
September 30, 2002 

Laura and I are saddened by the news tirelessly for the causes she supported, and 
of the passing of Congresswoman Patsy our Nation is grateful to her for her long 
Mink. Our thoughts and prayers are with record of public service. 
her family and friends. Patsy Mink fought 

Statement on Signing the Foreign Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 

September 30, 2002 

I have today signed into law H.R. 1646, 
the ‘‘Foreign Relations Authorization Act, 
Fiscal Year 2003.’’ This Act authorizes ap-
propriations, and provides important new 
authorities, for diplomatic and related ac-
tivities of the U.S. Government. Many pro-
visions in the Act will strengthen our ability 
to advance American interests around the 
globe, including nonproliferation of weap-
ons of mass destruction, and to meet our 
international commitments, including those 
to the United Nations. Regrettably, the Act 
contains a number of provisions that 
impermissibly interfere with the constitu-
tional functions of the presidency in foreign 
affairs, including provisions that purport to 

establish foreign policy that are of signifi-
cant concern. 

The executive branch shall construe as 
advisory the provisions of the Act, including 
sections 408, 616, 621, 633, and 1343(b), 
that purport to direct or burden the con-
duct of negotiations by the executive 
branch with foreign governments, inter-
national organizations, or other entities 
abroad or which purport to direct executive 
branch officials to use the U.S. voice and 
vote in international organizations to 
achieve specified foreign policy objectives. 
Such provisions, if construed as mandatory 
rather than advisory, would impermissibly 
interfere with the President’s constitutional 
authorities to conduct the Nation’s foreign 
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affairs, participate in international negotia-
tions, and supervise the unitary executive 
branch. 

The executive branch shall also construe 
provisions in the Act that mandate submis-
sion of information to the Congress or the 
public, such as sections 204, 215, 603, 
613(b), 615 and 1602, in a manner con-
sistent with the President’s constitutional 
authority to withhold information the dis-
closure of which could impair the foreign 
relations, the national security, the delibera-
tive processes of the Executive, or the per-
formance of the Executive’s constitutional 
duties. The Secretary of State will, of 
course, continue as a matter of comity to 
keep the Congress appropriately informed 
of the Nation’s foreign affairs activities. 

Several provisions of the Act, including 
sections 650, 1205(d)(5), and 1501(7) call 
for executive branch officials to submit to 
the Congress recommendations for legisla-
tion. The executive branch shall implement 
these provisions in a manner consistent 
with the President’s constitutional authority 
to supervise the unitary executive branch 
and to recommend to the Congress such 
measures as the President judges necessary 
and expedient. 

Section 214, concerning Jerusalem, 
impermissibly interferes with the Presi-
dent’s constitutional authority to conduct 
the Nation’s foreign affairs and to supervise 
the unitary executive branch. Moreover, the 
purported direction in section 214 would, 
if construed as mandatory rather than advi-
sory, impermissibly interfere with the Presi-
dent’s constitutional authority to formulate 
the position of the United States, speak 
for the Nation in international affairs, and 
determine the terms on which recognition 
is given to foreign states. U.S. policy re-
garding Jerusalem has not changed. 

The executive branch shall implement 
sections 325 and 687 in a manner con-
sistent with the equal protection require-
ments of the Due Process Clause of the 
Fifth Amendment to the Constitution. 

Section 505 of the Act excludes U.S. 
Government employees abroad assigned to 
duty as correspondents for the Voice of 
America (VOA) from the statutory respon-
sibilities of the Secretary of State for secu-
rity of certain U.S. Government personnel 
abroad and of chiefs of U.S. missions for 
direction of such personnel. Pursuant to the 
constitutional authority of the President to 
conduct the Nation’s foreign affairs and to 
supervise the unitary executive branch, the 
Secretary of State may provide such direc-
tion as may be necessary with respect to 
the security and conduct of U.S. Govern-
ment employees abroad assigned to duty 
as VOA correspondents. 

Section 604 purports to require the im-
position of certain sanctions on the Pales-
tinian Liberation Organization or Pales-
tinian Authority based on the determina-
tions that the President makes or fails to 
make in the report provided for in section 
603. Although a waiver authority is also 
provided, I note that some of these sanc-
tions, in particular with respect to visas and 
the status of representational offices, bear 
on the President’s power with respect to 
the timing and nature of diplomatic com-
munications. Accordingly, I shall construe 
these requirements in a manner consistent 
with my constitutional responsibilities for 
the conduct of foreign affairs. 

Section 645 of the Act purports to re-
quire the President to implement a law 
through a particular subordinate officer in 
the Department of Commerce. The execu-
tive branch shall implement this provision 
in a manner consistent with the President’s 
authority to supervise the unitary executive 
branch, including the authority to direct 
which officers in the executive branch shall 
assist the President in faithfully executing 
the law. 

Section 686 makes seven additional plain-
tiffs with judgments against Iran eligible 
for payments under the Victims of Traf-
ficking and Violence Protection Act of 
2000. While U.S. victims of international 
terrorism are deserving of compensation in 
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accordance with the law, the continued 
piecemeal legislative approach that address-
es some victims and not others is neither 
equitable nor practicable. The Congress 
should develop a comprehensive proposal 
that provides compensation for all victims, 
following the principles my Administration 
outlined in June of this year. Such a pro-
posal should not draw upon blocked assets 
to fund victim compensation, so as to pre-
serve the prerogatives of the President in 
the area of foreign affairs. 

Sections 321 and 322, which provide cer-
tain retirement benefits to discrete groups 
of Federal employees, undermine funda-
mental principles underlying Federal retire-
ment systems. These sections introduce se-
rious inequities in the operation of those 
systems, and set undesirable precedents. 
My Administration will submit to the Con-
gress appropriate legislation to repeal sec-
tion 321 and to adopt remedial legislation 
in lieu of section 322 that would not under-
mine the integrity, equity, and sound fund-
ing principles of our Federal retirement 
systems. 

Section 1206 could be misconstrued to 
imply a change in the ‘‘one China’’ policy 
of the United States when, in fact, that 
U.S. policy remains unchanged. To the ex-
tent that this section could be read to pur-
port to change United States policy, it 

impermissibly interferes with the Presi-
dent’s constitutional authority to conduct 
the Nation’s foreign affairs. 

Section 1406 of the Act requires that ac-
tions to remove items from the munitions 
list be subject to reprogramming notifica-
tions to committees of Congress. By its 
plain terms, this provision does not subject 
such actions to any committee approval re-
quirements, which would be impermissible 
under the constitutional separation of pow-
ers, and accordingly, the executive branch 
shall so implement it. 

My approval of the Act does not con-
stitute my adoption of the various state-
ments of policy in the Act as U.S. foreign 
policy. Given the Constitution’s commit-
ment to the presidency of the authority to 
conduct the Nation’s foreign affairs, the ex-
ecutive branch shall construe such policy 
statements as advisory, giving them the due 
weight that comity between the legislative 
and executive branches should require, to 
the extent consistent with U.S. foreign pol-
icy. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
September 30, 2002. 

NOTE: H.R. 1646, approved September 30, 
was assigned Public Law No. 107–228. 

Statement on Signing a Continuing Resolution for Fiscal Year 2003 
September 30, 2002 

Today I have signed into law H.J. Res. 
111, a short-term continuing resolution for 
FY 2003. The resolution provides appro-
priations for continuing projects and activi-
ties of the Federal Government through 
October 4, 2002. It ensures that Govern-
ment operations continue without interrup-
tion at their current operating level, creates 
no new programs, and contains no increases 
in spending. 

Section 117 of the continuing resolution 
purports to prohibit all executive branch 
agencies from spending any funds made 
available under the continuing resolution 
‘‘in violation of section 501 of title 44, 
United States Code.’’ That section would 
require executive branch agencies to pro-
cure printing from the Government Print-
ing Office, a legislative branch entity. The 
longstanding position of the executive 
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branch, memorialized in a May 1996 opin-
ion by the Department of Justice, is that 
this language violates the constitutional 
principles of separation of powers and 
therefore is not binding on the executive 
branch. [See Memorandum from Walter 
Dellinger, Assistant Attorney General, to 
Emily C. Hewitt, General Counsel, General 
Services Administration, May 31, 1996.] 

My Administration will continue to work 
with the Congress to ensure that sound fis-

cal principles are adhered to as we com-
plete action on the FY 2003 appropriations 
bills. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
September 30, 2002. 

NOTE: H.J. Res. 111, approved September 
30, was assigned Public Law No. 107–229. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With Congressional Leaders and an 
Exchange With Reporters 
October 1, 2002 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
All of us here around the table are con-
cerned about jobs, concerned about our 
economy. We want people to be able to 
find work. And we had a very good discus-
sion about how Congress and the adminis-
tration can work together to get a terrorism 
insurance bill done before Congress goes 
home. I asked the Members to get a— 
to work hard in the next couple of days 
and get an agreement by Friday. They’re 
going to work hard to see if they can’t 
come up with an agreement. 

There’s over $15.5 billion worth of con-
struction projects which aren’t going for-
ward because they can’t get insurance on 
their projects, can’t insure the buildings or 
the project. And therefore, there’s 300,000 
people who—jobs aren’t going forward. 
And this is a way for us to work together 
to put people back to work here in Amer-
ica. It’s a really important piece of legisla-
tion. And I appreciate the spirit of both 
Republicans and Democrats, Senators and 
Congressmen, to get this thing done before 
they go home. 

I’ll answer a couple of questions. 
Laidlaw—Lindlaw [Scott Lindlaw, Associ-
ated Press], excuse me. Laidlaw—Lindlaw. 

Alternative Resolution on Iraq 
Q. Thank you, sir. There’s a resolution 

being circulated by Senators Biden and 
Lugar, an alternative resolution on author-
izing force in Iraq. What’s wrong with that 
alternative? 

The President. Well, I—first of all, I ap-
preciate all the Members of Congress work-
ing to come up with a resolution. It sends 
a clear signal to the world that this country 
is determined to disarm Iraq and thereby 
bring peace to the world. Members of both 
parties are working to get a consensus. Sec-
ondly—and we’ll continue to work with the 
Members of Congress. But I don’t want 
to get a resolution which ties my hands, 
a resolution which is weaker than that 
which was passed out of the Congress in 
1998. The Congress in 1998 passed a very 
strong resolution. They wisely recognized 
that Saddam Hussein is a threat—was a 
threat in ’98, and he’s more of a threat 
4 years later. 

My question is, what’s changed? Why 
would Congress want to weaken the resolu-
tion? This guy’s had 4 years to lie, deceive, 
to arm up. He’s had 4 years to thumb 
his nose at the world. He is stockpiling 
more weapons. So I’m not sure why Mem-
bers would like to weaken the resolution. 
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But we’ll work with the Members, and 
I’m confident we can get something done. 
And we’ll be speaking with one voice here 
in the country, and that’s going to be im-
portant for the United Nations to hear that 
voice. It’s going to be important for the 
world to hear that voice. All of us recognize 
a military option is not the first choice, 
but disarming this man is, because he faces 
a true threat to the United States. And 
we’ve just got to work together to get 
something done. 

Patsy [Patricia Wilson, Reuters]. No, not 
Patsy. Holland—yes, sorry—Steve [Steve 
Holland, Reuters]. 

Longshoremen Labor Dispute 
Q. Sir, does the West Coast longshore-

men dispute represent the kind of threat 
to the U.S. economy that might require 
a Taft-Hartley injunction? 

The President. Steven, we’re worried 
about it. We’re closely monitoring it. This 
is a—any strike’s a tough situation, but this 
one happens to come at a—or a lockout 
is a tough situation, or no work is a tough 
situation. This is coming at a bad time. 
And so we’re watching it very closely. 

There’s a Federal mediator on the 
ground, and I urge both parties to utilize 
the mediator. But we’ll continue to pay at-
tention to it. It’s a problem, and it’s some-
thing that we’re just going to have to get 
these parties to work through and get back 
to work, open these ports up. It’s important 
for our economy we do so. 

Stretch [Richard Keil, Bloomberg News]. 

National Economy/Prospect of War With 
Iraq 

Q. Mr. President, increasingly, invest-
ment fund managers are saying that the 
prospect of war with Iraq has contributed 
to the third-quarter performance this year, 
the worst since the crash in 1987. Are you 
concerned, first of all, about the shrinking 
investment and retirement portfolios for 
Americans? And do you think the U.S. 
economy is strong enough to withstand a 

war with Iraq, should we end up in war 
in that region? 

The President. Of course, I haven’t made 
up my mind we’re going to war with Iraq. 
I’ve made up my mind we need to disarm 
the man. 

Secondly, yes, I think the U.S. economy 
is strong. Obviously, there’s some—some 
rough spots in our economy. But we’ll deal 
with them. Interest rates are low. Inflation’s 
low. Productivity’s high. This great country 
is going to recover. And yes, we’re strong 
enough to handle the challenges ahead. 

Yes, John [John Roberts, CBS News]. 

French Proposal to the U.N. Security 
Council 

Q. Mr. President, the Permanent Five 
of the Security Council are meeting as you 
speak, and France is holding fast to its posi-
tion of wanting a two-stage resolution. Are 
you willing to modify your position, sir, and 
come in line with France’s position, in the 
spirit of cooperation, to achieve a tough 
U.N. resolution? 

The President. What I won’t accept is 
something that allows Saddam Hussein to 
continue to lie, deceive the world. He’s 
been doing that for 11 years. For 11 years, 
he’s told the United Nations Security 
Council, ‘‘Don’t worry. I accept your reso-
lution.’’ Then he doesn’t follow through. 
And we’re just not going to accept some-
thing that is weak. It is not worth it. It’s— 
the United Nations must show its back-
bone. And we will work with members of 
the Security Council to put a little calcium 
there, put calcium in the backbone, so this 
organization is able to more likely keep the 
peace as we go down the road. 

Q. Are you suggesting the French pro-
posal is weak? 

The President. I’m suggesting that the 
same old stuff isn’t going to work, John. 
And we won’t accept the status quo. There 
needs to be a strong new resolution in 
order for us to make it clear to the world— 
and to Saddam Hussein, more impor-
tantly—that you must disarm. 
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And I look forward to looking at all their 
proposals. Just like we’re dealing with ev-
erybody concerned, we will listen to points 
of view. But the final, bottom line has got 
to be a very strong resolution, so that we 
don’t fall into the same trap we have done 
for the last 11 years, which is nothing hap-
pens. 

Saddam Hussein has thumbed his nose 
at the world. He’s a threat to the neighbor-
hood. He’s a threat to Israel. He’s a threat 
to the United States of America. And we’re 

just going to have to deal with him. And 
the best way to deal with him is for the 
world to rise up and say, ‘‘You disarm, and 
we’ll disarm you.’’ And if not—if at the 
very end of the day nothing happens, the 
United States, along with others, will act. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:26 a.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. 

Statement on the Death of Walter Annenberg 
October 1, 2002 

Walter Annenberg’s life serves as a shin-
ing example of generosity, patriotism, and 
dedication to serving others. As Ambassador 
to Great Britain, he was an outstanding 
representative of America to the world. As 
a business leader and an innovator, he un-
derstood the media’s impact on American 
culture and encouraged television to be a 
positive influence on society. 

Mr. Annenberg firmly believed that 
strong education was the key to a quality 

citizenry, and his commitment to education 
reform has benefited innumerable lives 
through research, support for scholarships, 
and greater accessibility to educational pro-
gramming through public television. Amer-
ica is a better place because of his con-
tributions and influence. He will be greatly 
missed, and his legacy will undoubtedly live 
on. 

Remarks at the White House Conference on Missing, Exploited, and 
Runaway Children 
October 2, 2002 

Thanks for coming. One of the reasons 
I like this job so much is, you get to be 
introduced by your wife. [Laughter] And 
I appreciate Laura’s love and compassion 
for all children, and I appreciate the job 
she’s doing. I’m a lucky man to be able 
to call her my wife—call her my wife. And 
thanks for coming. 

The kidnaping of a child is every parent’s 
worst nightmare. Yet, too many moms and 
dads have experienced this nightmare 

across America. Too many have suffered. 
I’ve just met with parents—Laura and I 
met with parents—who have had the most 
precious person in their lives suddenly and 
brutally taken away from them. Some of 
these parents were eventually reunited with 
their children. Some are still hoping and 
waiting. Some know they will never see 
their loved ones again in this earthly life. 

When a child’s life or liberty or inno-
cence is taken, it is a terrible, terrible loss. 
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And those responsible have committed a 
terrible crime. Our society has a duty, has 
a solemn duty, to shield children from ex-
ploitation and danger. At this conference, 
we are discussing the steps that parents 
and community leaders and law enforce-
ment can take to prevent such tragedies. 

I want to thank the Justice Department’s 
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention and the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children for helping 
organize this important and vital meeting. 
And I want to thank you all for coming. 

I appreciate the senior members of my 
administration who are leading the sessions 
at today’s conference. I thank our Secretary 
of State Colin Powell, Attorney General 
John Ashcroft, Secretary Tommy Thomp-
son, Secretary Rod Paige. I appreciate the 
Director of the FBI, Bob Mueller, for com-
ing. And I want to thank the Commis-
sioner, Robert Bonner, of the U.S. Cus-
toms. 

I know there’s a lot of Members of Con-
gress who are here. I see the great Senator 
from Texas, Kay Bailey Hutchison, is here, 
as well as other Members of Congress. 
Thank you all for coming. Thank you for 
taking this issue seriously, and thanks for 
joining with a lot of concerned citizens. 

I appreciate so very much the National 
Center for Missing and Exploited Children. 
They do a really good job for America. 
I want to thank Ernie Allen—I want to 
thank Ernie, and I want to thank Carolyn 
Atwell-Davis, the legal consultant, for their 
hard work and for their care and concern. 
I also want to thank Margaret Spellings, 
who is Assistant to the President for Do-
mestic Policy, for moderating this con-
ference. 

And of course, I’ve got to say something 
about John Walsh, TV star. But he’s a guy 
who cares deeply about our country, about 
the safety of our citizens. And John, thank 
you for the service you do on behalf of 
the American people. 

Our first duty as adults is to create an 
environment in which children can grow 

and thrive without fearing for their security. 
That’s what we’ve got to do. Because chil-
dren are so vulnerable, they need the care 
of adults. Because they’re so vulnerable, 
those who are cruel and predatory often 
target our children. 

We see the dangers to our children in 
the cases of abduction, many of which are 
known to us all. Each year, tens of thou-
sands of children are abducted by non-fam-
ily members, often in connection with a 
crime. And while the overwhelming major-
ity of these children are returned from ab-
ductions, too many are not. One is too 
many, particularly for the mom or dad who 
suffers deeply. 

We see the dangers in the experience 
of runaway children who are often victims 
of hunger and sickness and sexual abuse. 
Every year, assaults and illness and suicide 
take the lives of about 5,000 runaways. One 
life is too many. 

The threats to our children are found 
not just on the streets, but they’re found 
on the technology which we use in our 
homes. The Internet is a wonderful tool 
for our children to broaden their knowl-
edge, expand their minds, but the evils of 
the world have crept into the Internet. In 
1 year alone, one in five children between 
the ages of 10 and 17 received a sexual 
solicitation over the Internet. With expand-
ing use of the Internet and the heightened 
activity of predators searching for underage 
victims, more children are being lured into 
harmful and even tragic situations. 

In every region in the world, children 
can be vulnerable, not just here at home 
but children everywhere. Each year, about 
a million girls and boys are trafficked for 
commercial sexual exploitation and forced 
labor. Such trafficking is nothing less than 
a modern form of slavery, an unspeakable 
and unforgivable crime against the most 
vulnerable members of the global society. 
All these dangers put children at risk. All 
these dangers demand action to protect our 
children from harm. 
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The Justice Department has made the 
prevention and investigation of child abduc-
tions a major priority. We’re providing 
State and local authorities with access to 
fingerprint records and forensic experts and 
training on missing-children cases. We want 
the local authorities to have the best avail-
able technologies and skills in order to re-
spond quickly. The Department sponsors 
a 24-hour hotline for reporting missing chil-
dren, which is operated by the National 
Center for Missing and Exploited Children. 
We’re waging a nationwide effort to pre-
vent use of the Internet to sexually exploit 
children. We’re seeking to almost double 
the funding for the Internet Crimes Against 
Children Task Forces, which will help State 
and local authorities enforce laws against 
child pornography and exploitation. 

We’re vigorously prosecuting those who 
prey on our children. We need to send 
a clear message: If you prey on our chil-
dren, there will be serious, severe con-
sequences. 

Earlier this year, in Operation 
Candyman, the FBI dismantled a major 
child pornography ring: they made more 
than 100 arrests. I’m pleased that the 
House of Representatives passed the ‘‘Child 
Obscenity and Pornography Prevention 
Act’’ this year to revise and strengthen our 
pornography laws. The Senate needs to 
work with the House to get legislation done 
before they go home. We need to do every-
thing we can to protect our children from 
the evils of pornography. 

We will not forget the suffering and 
struggles of America’s runaway children. 
The Federal Government supports hun-
dreds of emergency shelters and programs 
that reach out to young people living on 
the street, offering them food and comfort 
and counseling. These programs are mainly 
administered by community and faith-based 
groups. After all, it’s in our faith-based 
community where we hear that universal 
call to love a neighbor just like you’d like 
to be loved yourself. It’s in our faith-based 
groups that we find deep compassion to 

help those in need and who are troubled. 
And many of the runaway kids are troubled 
and in deep need of love. 

There are as many as 100,000 runaway 
children every year. And these children are 
vulnerable; they’re vulnerable to exploi-
tation. There are some great programs in 
America, people who are soldiers in the 
armies of compassion, one of which is the 
Covenant House. We’re honored today to 
have Sister Mary Rose McGeady here. She 
runs the Covenant House. And if you don’t 
know anything about the Covenant House 
and if you’re interested in helping, support 
the Covenant House or programs like the 
Covenant House, because these people 
help those on the street, those young, vul-
nerable children on the street, to realize 
there is love in our society and there is 
hope for a better way. 

On the international front, the United 
States is acting vigorously against the traf-
ficking of young people. Last February, I 
established an Interagency Task Force to 
Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Per-
sons. The task force is working hard to 
prosecute traffickers, protect victims, and 
prevent future trafficking. The past year 
alone, the Department of Justice pros-
ecuted four times as many traffickers as 
it did 2 years ago. We are making progress. 

We’ve got to continue to work with our 
friends and allies to prevent this scourge 
from not only spreading but to stop it. It 
is, as I said earlier, slavery. And this Nation 
stands against slavery of any kind. 

The responsibility to protect America’s 
children is shared throughout our society 
by government at every level and by par-
ents in every home. Parents, of course, are 
the first line of defense against danger. To 
help our parents protect their children, the 
Department of Education has distributed 
a new guidebook providing practical steps 
that parents can take to make their children 
safer, practical steps that make it clear 
about how a parent needs to deal with their 
child about the dangers facing children. 
And this information, you’ll be pleased to 
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hear, is written in ways so that the children 
can actually understand what’s on the page. 

The book tells mothers and fathers how 
to rehearse with their children what to say 
or do if they ever feel threatened. It’s a 
practical guide to explain to children how 
to deal with predators that are smooth and 
seductive, how to deal with somebody that’s 
a stranger that sounds sweet-talking but 
may in their heart be dark and dangerous 
for our children. The book also lists web 
sites that provide information about pro-
tecting children. Information is powerful, 
and it’s important for our parents to know. 

Parents need to pay as much attention 
to their children, by the way, when they’re 
on the Internet as when they’re on a play-
ground. They’ve got to know what their 
children are doing on the Internet. They’ve 
got to know with whom they’re conversing. 
This guidebook will help. We’re passing it 
out to the Nation’s schools, and the schools 
will then make it available to parents. And 
as well, parents can request a copy of the 
guidebook, a practical go-by as to how to 
train your children how to deal with poten-
tial danger. And you can find it on 
missingkids.com. If you’re interested, if you 
want a practical go-by, call up 
missingkids.com on the Internet, and you’ll 
get some practical steps as to how to help 
your children avoid danger. 

Sometimes, in spite of a family’s best 
effort, the unthinkable does happen, and 
that’s really sad. It breaks my heart to know 
that that continues to happen in America. 
At that point, the parents need the sup-
port—when their child is abducted, the 
parents need immediate support of their 
communities, quick action to find their chil-
dren. Time is of the essence. 

One of the most successful programs to 
locate abducted children is what’s called 
the AMBER Plan. It’s a voluntary partner-
ship through which police and local broad-
casters issue urgent bulletins to the public 
as soon as a child is missing. The program 
began in a local effort in Texas, I’m proud 

to report, in the Dallas area in 1996 after 
Amber Hagerman was abducted. 

My friend State Senator Florence 
Shapiro is with us—I believe, one of the 
panelists. She helped launch the AMBER 
program. I know that it makes her feel 
really good to know that AMBER, when 
in place, can really help people, just like 
it helped Sharon Brooks and her 16-year-
old daughter, Tamara. This summer, Ta-
mara and Jacqueline were abducted at gun-
point in Lancaster, California. Tamara told 
us her story. The police issued an AMBER 
Alert within hours and soon received tips 
that led to their rescue. People all across 
America shared a great feeling of relief 
when she and her buddy were rescued. 
One of the reasons they were is because 
of the AMBER Plan. 

There are gaps in AMBER, however. 
There are gaps in the AMBER Plan cov-
erage which must be filled, and we can 
fill them. We will develop more AMBER 
Plans and better coordination among plans. 
We should not allow another day to go 
by without taking steps to expand the 
AMBER Plan’s reach all across our country. 
And so the Attorney General today is ap-
pointing an AMBER Alert Coordinator to 
help State and local officials develop, en-
hance, and coordinate AMBER Plans all 
across America. 

The Department of Justice will establish 
standards for the issuance and dissemina-
tion of alerts. The Justice and Transpor-
tation Departments will take immediate ac-
tion to provide a total of $10 million to 
improve the growing network of AMBER 
Plans. We want AMBER Plan Alerts to be 
issued as quickly and as effectively as pos-
sible, including electronic billboards along 
the Nation’s highways. 

I support legislation passed by Senator 
Hutchison of Texas and Senator Feinstein 
of California to achieve the goals I just 
outlined and codify them in law. And I 
want to thank you both for your hard work. 
The House hasn’t acted yet, so I am going 
to. And that’s why I’ve just laid out the 
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initiative. If possible, it would be very help-
ful if the House passed the Hutchison-
Feinstein law before they go home. 

I also am pleased that good corporate 
citizens are involved with helping our chil-
dren. And I particularly want to point out 
Toys R Us or Wal-Mart, Home Depot, as 
well as Ford Motor dealerships, which are 
providing free child photo IDs, so that par-
ents can provide law enforcement with 
sharply focused head-and-shoulder pictures 
along with relevant biological information 
in the event of emergency. By the end 
of this year, more than 21⁄2 million children 
will have been photographed and identified 
to help recover them if they’re ever ab-
ducted. 

I hope a lot of other companies follow 
these good citizens’ example. I hope you 
make available resources necessary to help 
us combat—to fight against abduction and 
to help save those lives—save the lives of 
those who have fallen prey to one of the 
worst crimes in our society. 

This White House Conference on Miss-
ing and Exploited and Runaway Children 
is important for America; it just is. And 
I want to thank you all for coming. This 
is the beginning of a refocused effort at 
the Federal level to help save people’s lives. 
This is an attempt—more than an at-
tempt—this is the beginning of a successful 
strategy implemented at all levels of gov-
ernment and all parts of our society to rec-
ognize a real threat and to deal with it, 
to recognize there are some so evil in our 
society that they’re willing to harm our 
most precious and most vulnerable citizens, 
and to be prepared to respond quickly 
when that happens, to help people prevent 

it from happening in the first place, to 
make it clear, if you do it and we catch 
you, there’s going to be serious con-
sequences for you. 

We can deal with this problem, because 
this is America. This is a country full of 
people who love and care. It’s a compas-
sionate and decent nation. This is the be-
ginning of a concerted effort to do our 
duty as responsible citizens of the greatest 
country on the face of the Earth. 

Again, I want to thank you all for taking 
your citizenship seriously. I want to thank 
you for understanding that a patriot is 
somebody more than who just puts their 
hand on their heart; a patriot is somebody 
who is willing to do whatever you can to 
make this country the best—continue to 
be the best on the face of our Earth. 

May God bless your efforts. May God 
bless our children. And may God bless 
America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:09 p.m. in 
the Atrium Hall at the Ronald Reagan Build-
ing and International Trade Center. In his 
remarks, he referred to Ernie Allen, presi-
dent and chief executive officer, Carolyn 
Atwell-Davis, government relations liaison, 
and John Walsh, co-founder, National Center 
for Missing and Exploited Children; Sister 
Mary Rose McGeady, president, Covenant 
House; Texas State Senator Florence Sha-
piro; and Jacqueline Marris, who was ab-
ducted with Tamara Brooks in Lancaster, 
CA, on August 1. The President also referred 
to H.R. 4623, the proposed ‘‘Child Obscenity 
and Pornography Prevention Act of 2002,’’ 
and S. 2986, the proposed ‘‘National 
AMBER Alert Network Act of 2002.’’ 
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Remarks Announcing Bipartisan Agreement on a Joint Resolution To 
Authorize the Use of United States Armed Forces Against Iraq 
October 2, 2002 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
Today I’m joined by leaders of the House 
and the Senate from both political parties 
to show our unity of purpose in confronting 
a gathering threat to the security of Amer-
ica and to the future of peace. 

I want to thank in particular Speaker 
Hastert and Leader Gephardt, Leader Lott, 
for the tremendous work in building bipar-
tisan support on this vital issue. I also want 
to thank Senators Warner, Lieberman, 
McCain, and Bayh for introducing this res-
olution, which we’ve agreed to on the floor 
of the Senate this morning. 

The text of our bipartisan resolution is 
clear, and it is strong. The statement of 
support from the Congress will show to 
friend and enemy alike the resolve of the 
United States. In Baghdad, the regime will 
know that full compliance with all U.N. 
security demands is the only choice and 
that time remaining for that choice is lim-
ited. 

On its present course, the Iraqi regime 
is a threat of unique urgency. We know 
the treacherous history of the regime. It 
has waged a war against its neighbors. It 
has sponsored and sheltered terrorists. It 
has developed weapons of mass death. It 
has used them against innocent men, 
women, and children. We know the designs 
of the Iraqi regime. In defiance of pledges 
to the U.N., it has stockpiled biological and 
chemical weapons. It is rebuilding the fa-
cilities used to make those weapons. 

U.N. inspectors believe that Iraq could 
have produced enough biological and 
chemical agent to kill millions of people. 
The regime has the scientists and facilities 
to build nuclear weapons and is seeking 
the materials needed to do so. 

We know the methods of this regime. 
They buy time with hollow promises. They 
move incriminating evidence to stay ahead 

of inspectors. They concede just enough 
to escape—to escape punishment and then 
violate every pledge when the attention of 
the world is turned away. 

We also know the nature of Iraq’s dic-
tator. On his orders, opponents have been 
decapitated and their heads displayed out-
side their homes. Women have been sys-
tematically raped as a method of intimida-
tion. Political prisoners are made to watch 
their own children being tortured. The dic-
tator is a student of Stalin, using murder 
as a tool of terror and control within his 
own cabinet, within his own army, even 
within his own family. We will not leave 
the future of peace and the security of 
America in the hands of this cruel and dan-
gerous man. 

None of us here today desire to see mili-
tary conflict, because we know the awful 
nature of war. Our country values life and 
never seeks war unless it is essential to 
security and to justice. America’s leadership 
and willingness to use force, confirmed by 
the Congress, is the best way to ensure 
compliance and avoid conflict. Saddam 
must disarm—period. If, however, he 
chooses to do otherwise, if he persists in 
his defiance, the use of force may become 
unavoidable. 

The course of action may bring many 
sacrifices. Yet delay, indecision, and inac-
tion could lead to a massive and sudden 
horror. By timely and resolute action, we 
can defend ourselves and shape a peaceful 
future. Together with the Congress, I will 
do everything necessary to protect and de-
fend our country. 

In accepting this responsibility, we also 
serve the interests and the hopes of the 
Iraqi people. They are a great and gifted 
people, with an ancient and admirable cul-
ture, and they would not choose to be 
ruled by violence and terror. The people 
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of Iraq are the daily victims of Saddam 
Hussein’s oppression. They will be the first 
to benefit when the world’s demands are 
met. Americans believe all men and women 
deserve to be free. And as we saw in the 
fall of the Taliban, men and women cele-
brate freedom’s arrival. 

The United States will work with other 
nations. We’ll work with other nations to 
bring Saddam to account. We’ll work with 
other nations to help the Iraqi people form 
a just government and a unified country. 
And should force be required, the United 
States will help rebuild a liberated Iraq. 

Countering Iraq’s threat is also a central 
commitment on the war on terror. We 
know Saddam Hussein has longstanding 
and ongoing ties to international terrorists. 
With the support and shelter of a regime, 
terror groups become far more lethal. 
Aided by a terrorist network, an outlaw re-
gime can launch attacks while concealing 
its involvement. Even a dictator is not suici-
dal, but he can make use of men who are. 
We must confront both terror cells and ter-
ror states, because they are different faces 
of the same evil. 

I brought this issue to the attention of 
the world, and many, many countries share 
our determination to confront this threat. 
We’re not alone. The issue is now before 
the United States Congress. This debate 
will be closely watched by the American 
people, and this debate will be remem-

bered in history. We didn’t ask for this 
challenge as a country, but we will face 
it, and we will face it together. 

As the vote nears, I urge all Members 
of Congress to consider this resolution with 
the greatest of care. The choice before 
them could not be more consequential. I’m 
confident that members of both parties will 
choose wisely. 

I appreciate Members of Congress who 
are willing to address you all, starting with 
the Speaker of the House, Denny Hastert. 

[At this point, Speaker J. Dennis Hastert, 
Representative Richard A. Gephardt, Sen-
ator John W. Warner, Senator Joseph I. 
Lieberman, and Senator John McCain made 
brief remarks.] 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:15 p.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. The transcript released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary also in-
cluded the remarks of Speaker Hastert, Rep-
resentative Gephardt, Senator Warner, Sen-
ator Lieberman, and Senator McCain. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also made avail-
able the text of the Joint Resolution To Au-
thorize the Use of United States Armed 
Forces Against Iraq. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks at a Reception for Gubernatorial Candidate Robert L. Ehrlich, 
Jr., in Baltimore, Maryland 
October 2, 2002 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thanks. The reason this is such a successful 
event is because people know that Bob 
Ehrlich will make a great Governor for 
Maryland. I believe it, and that’s why I’m 
here. I believe that’s the reason why 
Democrats and Republicans support this 

good man—because he’s honest, he’s hard-
working, and he’s got a positive vision for 
everybody who lives in the State of Mary-
land. 

I’m here because this man is somebody 
who wants to unite this State, not divide 
it. And I’m here because he married well. 
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I appreciate Kendel, and I know Bob does 
as well. And I want you to know, I appre-
ciate Laura, too. She’s sorry she can’t be 
here tonight. She is—you know, when I 
married her, she was a public school librar-
ian. She was living in Texas, and so was 
I. The truth of the matter is she didn’t 
like politics then. [Laughter] And she 
wasn’t too fond of politicians either. 
[Laughter] And here she is, married to me. 
[Laughter] 

But people, as they’ve gotten to know 
Laura, now know the reason why I asked 
her to marry me. She’s really a fine, fine 
lady. A lot of her buddies are wondering 
why she said yes. [Laughter] But she does 
send her best and sends all her support 
to the Ehrlichs and wishes them all the 
best and joins me in urging the people 
of Maryland to give this good man a chance 
to be the Governor of this important State. 

I have known the next Lieutenant Gov-
ernor for a while. He’s a good, solid citizen 
of the State of Maryland. He’ll work well 
with Bob. It is an honor to be on the 
podium with the next Lieutenant Governor 
of the State of Maryland, Michael Steele. 
And I had the honor of meeting his good 
wife, Andrea, and I appreciate Andrea 
standing by her man during this tough cam-
paign here. Campaigns are hard. They’re 
not easy on a family. But I appreciate— 
I appreciate her joining Michael in this 
race. 

I’m honored to be back with former 
Congressman, soon-to-be Congresswoman 
Helen Bentley. I figure that when she wins, 
she’ll be telling me what to do. [Laughter] 
And those of you know, who know Helen, 
know that I’d better listen. [Laughter] It’s 
great to see Helen. I love her spirit. I know 
she’s going to win. 

I’m also proud to be here with Ellen 
Sauerbrey, who’s the national committee-
woman. I want to thank Chairman Louis 
Pope of the Republican Party. I want to 
thank all the grassroots activists who are 
here. I want to thank you for—— 

Audience member. [Inaudible] [Laughter] 

The President. I didn’t ask for any 
speeches; I just said—[laughter]. Okay, let 
me tell you what you’re going to have to 
do then. [Laughter] I want to thank you 
for what you’re going to do, which is to 
turn out the vote. 

Listen, a lot of you never get thanked 
enough. I’m thanking you. I’m thanking you 
for dialing the phones and putting up the 
signs and for mailing the letters. I’m thank-
ing you for going to your community cen-
ters and your coffee shops. I’m thanking 
you for supporting this ticket ahead of time, 
because they need your help, and they 
want your work. You’ve got to talk it up 
between now and election day. And you’ve 
got to find those Ehrlich voters and make 
sure they go to the polls, and this man 
will be your next Governor. 

And there’s some reasons why. You need 
somebody who can manage your govern-
ment, somebody who knows how to balance 
the books without raising the taxes on the 
taxpayers—that’s what you need. You need 
somebody who can make a tough decision 
who doesn’t need a poll or a focus group 
to tell him how to think, somebody who 
stands on principle, somebody who will do 
in office what he says he will do. And when 
he says he won’t raise your taxes, he won’t 
raise your taxes. 

I appreciate the fact that Governor Ehr-
lich will set education as the number one 
priority for this State. The way I used to 
put it when I was a Governor, I said, ‘‘Edu-
cation is to a State what national defense 
is to the Federal Government.’’ Education 
has got to be the number one priority of 
your Governor, and it will be Bob’s number 
one priority. We share the same philosophy. 
It says, ‘‘Every child can learn.’’ That’s what 
we believe. See, that’s important to have 
in your Governor’s office, somebody who’s 
willing to challenge the soft bigotry of low 
expectations. 

You see, if you lower standards, if you 
lower the bar, you’re going go get lousy 
results. And that’s not fair for the children. 
Governor Ehrlich will raise the standards. 

1709 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00558 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.013 193761

Oct. 2 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

He’ll trust the local people to manage their 
way to excellence. But he and I agree on 
this, and that is, we’ve got to know. See, 
as a society, we’ve got to measure to deter-
mine whether or not our children are learn-
ing to read and write and add and subtract. 
It is essential that you have a Governor 
who is strong on accountability. 

You see, if you believe every child can 
learn, then you’re willing to measure. If 
you believe certain children can’t learn, 
then you don’t care, and you don’t meas-
ure. But in order to make sure no child 
gets left behind in the State of Maryland, 
you must have a Governor who uses the 
accountability system to praise those teach-
ers and principals who succeed on behalf 
of the children but also someone who is 
willing to challenge the schools which will 
not teach and will not change. Bob Ehrlich 
will be a Governor who will make sure 
that no child is left behind in the State 
of Maryland. 

The job of a Governor is to create an 
environment in which people can find work 
and the economy grows. That’s why he is 
insistent upon infrastructure, to be wise 
about the use of taxpayers’ money, to ex-
pand the asset base which will encourage 
private sector growth. I love his vision 
about the Port of Baltimore and the Balti-
more/Washington International Airport. He 
understands job creation. See, that’s what 
he knows. And it’s important to have some-
body in the Governor’s office who under-
stands how jobs are created. 

The role of Government isn’t to create 
wealth. The role of Government is to create 
an environment in which the entrepreneur 
can realize his or her dreams, in which 
small businesses can grow to be big busi-
nesses. That’s the kind of Governor you 
need. 

He’ll be effective. He’s smart. He’s com-
passionate, and his record speaks to his 
compassion. He worked for tax credits for 
parents who adopt children. He worked 
hard to make sure there’s equal health in-
surance benefits for the mentally ill. He 

works to have increased access to individ-
uals in the workplace who may be disabled. 
See, that’s the kind of Governor you want. 
You want somebody who’s tough when it 
comes to the budget, making sure that it’s 
balanced but compassionate when it comes 
to helping people who need help. 

There’s no question in my mind that this 
man, when elected, will make Maryland a 
safer and stronger and better place for 
every citizen who lives in this State. And 
my job as the President is to make sure 
America is a safer and stronger and better 
country. A strong country is one in which 
people can find work. Anytime somebody 
is looking for work and they can’t find work 
in America, I think we have a problem. 
And we’ve got to do everything we can 
at the Federal level to make sure our econ-
omy grows. 

I worry about people who have lost value 
in their 401(k)s. I worry about people look-
ing for work who can’t find work. I worry 
about uncertainty. 

We’re beginning to make progress be-
cause the foundations for growth are 
strong. Interest rates are low. Inflation is 
down. The productivity of the American 
worker is the highest and best in the world. 
We’ve got a lot of strong things going for 
us. 

For a while there was a kind of an over-
hang in our economy because we had some 
of our citizens who thought they could 
fudge the books, who forgot what it means 
to be a responsible citizen, who got caught 
up in money, not in responsibility. I had 
the honor of signing, and Bob voted for, 
the most significant corporate reform since 
Franklin Roosevelt was the President. Our 
message to corporate America, to those citi-
zens who think they can cheat, is, ‘‘Those 
days are over with.’’ 

When I first came in, I was aware that 
the economy was dragging. And that’s why 
I worked with Congressman Ehrlich and 
others to pass a significant tax cut, because 
I took a page out of this economic text-
book. The page said if you let a person 
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keep more of their own money—and notice 
I said more of their own money; it’s not 
the Government’s money, it’s your 
money—if you keep more of your own 
money, if you have more money in your 
pocket, you’re going to demand a good or 
a service. And when you demand a good 
or a service, in this marketplace economy, 
somebody’s going to produce the good or 
a service. And when somebody produces 
the good or a service, somebody is more 
likely to find work. If you’re interested in 
creating more jobs, you let people keep 
more of their own money. The tax cuts 
came at the exact right time in American 
economic history. 

We slashed the marriage penalty. We be-
lieve that the Tax Code ought to encourage 
families and encourage marriage, not dis-
courage families and marriage. And we did 
something else to help the entrepreneur 
and the farmer and the rancher, and that 
is we put the death tax on the way to 
extinction. 

But here’s the problem; here’s the prob-
lem—this is kind of hard to explain. The 
rules in the Senate are such that that tax 
relief plan that we all worked so hard to 
enact goes away after 10 years. So the Sen-
ate giveth, and the Senate taketh away. 
[Laughter] For the sake of job creation, 
for the sake of economic expansion, for the 
sake of those who want to find work— 
the Congress needs to make the tax cuts 
permanent. 

I worry about hardhats trying to find 
work. I worry about that. And so—I met, 
I guess it was yesterday—time flies up 
there—[laughter]—but I met yesterday 
with Members of the House and Senate, 
both parties, to urge them to pass a ter-
rorism insurance bill. 

There’s over $15 billion worth of 
projects, construction projects, which are 
not going forward because people can’t get 
terrorism insurance. And for the sake of 
economic vitality, for the sake of job cre-
ation, for the sake of hardhats—they need 
to get together and get a bill: a bill, by 

the way, which does not reward trial law-
yers and does reward working people in 
America. I want to assure you, we will not 
rest until people can find work. And I look 
forward to working with ways to create the 
environment for economic expansion. 
want to work to make America more con-
fident about our future. 

One way to make sure that Americans 
are more confident about the future and 
availability of capital is to make sure Con-
gress does not overspend. And we have a 
problem in Washington, right around the 
corner from here. Every idea sounds like 
a brilliant idea. [Laughter] The problem is, 
they’ve all got billions of dollars attached 
to them as price tags. There is no budget 
in the United States Senate. They couldn’t 
pass a budget. You can imagine what that 
means. It means that there is the tendency 
to overspend. 

For the sake of economic vitality, for the 
sake of making sure people can find work, 
the Congress must fund our priorities and 
not overspend the people’s money. We 
must be fiscally sound in Washington, DC, 
if we want our economy to grow. 

A stronger America is one in which peo-
ple can find work. And while I’m optimistic 
about our future, while I understand the 
spirit of the—the entrepreneurial spirit is 
strong, we’ve got work to do. We’ve got 
work to do on the economy. And we’ve 
also got work to do to make sure America 
is a safer place. 

Economic vitality and growth are a really 
important part of my job and what’s on 
my mind, but nothing more on my mind 
than protecting the American people. 
That’s my most important job now, is to 
make sure that the enemy doesn’t hit us 
again. And they’re still out there. They’re 
out there because of what we love and 
what they hate. They’re out there because 
we love freedom. We love the fact that 
our fellow citizens can worship an almighty 
God any way he or she sees fit. We love 
that, and we’re never going to relinquish 
that freedom. 
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We love our diversity. We love the fact 
that people can realize their dreams in 
America, regardless of where their mom 
or dad was born. That’s what we love. We 
love the fact that this great country—in 
this great country you can speak your mind 
freely. We love a free press. We love every-
thing about our freedoms. And yet we face 
an enemy which hates freedom. They hate 
us because of what we love. 

We also value life in America. 
Everybody’s precious. Everybody counts. 
Everybody has worth in this country. And 
the enemy is nothing but a bunch of cold-
blooded killers who are willing to take inno-
cent life in the name of a hijacked religion. 
And that’s who we fight. 

It’s a new reality we face; it just is. This 
is the first war of the 21st century, but 
it’s a different kind of war. And therefore, 
I’ve spent a lot of time explaining to the 
American people how best we can keep 
the peace and what we must do to win 
this new war. It starts with making sure 
we do everything here at home to organize 
the agencies involved with the defense of 
the homeland. 

There’s over 100 different agencies in 
Washington, DC, involved with your pro-
tection. Before September the 11th, none 
of them really had as their number one 
priority the protection of the homeland. 
Now they should. In order to make sure 
that we change culture and set priority, I’ve 
asked Congress to join me in the creation 
of a Department of Homeland Security. 
Listen, I readily concede my slogan wasn’t, 
‘‘Vote for George. He wants your Govern-
ment to be bigger.’’ That wasn’t my slogan. 
My slogan—[laughter]—what I want to 
have happen is, I want the Government 
to work. I want to be able to better do 
the job you expect me to do. And there-
fore—and therefore, I call upon the Senate 
to join the House in creating a Department 
of Homeland Security which enables this 
President and future Presidents to be able 
to move people to the right place at the 
right time in order to protect America. 

I need the ability to manage the process. 
I don’t need rules and regulations. I don’t 
need micromanagement by the legislative 
branch. The House passed a good bill, and 
now the Senate must do so. They must 
get after it before they go home. I need 
a good bill, and I won’t accept anything 
less. See, this is a chance to leave—for 
the Congress to leave a legacy for future 
people, future Presidents, future adminis-
trations, to deal with this real threat we 
face. 

But I want you to know, and you need 
to know, there are a lot of good folks work-
ing hard here in America to protect you; 
there really are. And we’re doing a better 
job. We’ve got great police and fire, lots 
of FBI agents and CIA agents working 
hard. Anytime we get any hint about some-
thing might happen, a scintilla of evidence, 
we’re moving on it; we are. We’re more 
responsive. We’re more alert. We’re dis-
rupting. We’re making progress, all within 
the confines of the United States Constitu-
tion. 

But the best way to protect the home-
land, short term and long term, is to chase 
the killers down, one at a time, and bring 
them to justice. This is the kind of war— 
we don’t face people who have got tanks 
and destroyers and bombers. That’s a dif-
ferent kind of war. Those are wars of the 
past. This is a war in which we’re fighting 
resourceful, determined people who hide 
in caves or the dark recesses of certain 
cities, and then send youngsters to their 
suicidal deaths. That’s the kind of people 
we fight. 

They are—they are haters, is what they 
are. And therefore, we’re on an inter-
national manhunt. And we’re making 
progress. That’s just what you’ve got to 
know. Sometimes it’s hard to tell; it’s hard 
to measure progress. If you’re not destroy-
ing equipment, it’s hard to tell. But we 
have captured over a couple of thousand 
of them. I say ‘‘we’’—the doctrine that says, 
‘‘Either you’re with us, or you’re with the 
enemy,’’ still stands. That doctrine is still 
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a part of American foreign policy. And so 
there’s a lot of countries working with us. 
We’re sharing intelligence. We’re disrupting 
their finances, and we’re hauling them in. 
The other day we got the fellow—I forgot 
the guy’s name—bin al-Shibh, or whatever 
his name was. He thought he was going 
to be the 20th hijacker. 

Audience member. Moussaoui. 
The President. No, that wasn’t 

Moussaoui. Bin al-Shibh is the guy’s name. 
[Laughter] And he popped his head up, 
and now he’s no longer a problem. [Laugh-
ter] We’re making progress. We’re making 
progress. We’re working with our friends. 
We’ve got a vast coalition of people who 
understand the stakes and understand the 
nature of the war. I said we hauled in 
a couple of thousand; a like number 
weren’t as lucky. Slowly but surely, we’re 
dismantling this particular terrorist network. 

I want to thank those of you who have 
got loved ones in the United States mili-
tary. I am proud of our military. They’re 
making a huge difference. They’re brave, 
brave troops. I sent the largest increase 
in defense spending to Capitol Hill since 
Ronald Reagan was the President up to 
Congress, because I wanted to send two 
messages: One, anytime our troops go into 
harm’s way, they deserve the best pay, the 
best training, and the best possible equip-
ment; and secondly, the defense spending 
should send a clear message to friend and 
foe alike that the United States of America 
is in this deal for the long haul, that when 
it comes to the defense of our freedom, 
when it comes to defending this country, 
there’s no timeline until we get it right, 
that we are—that we will stay the course, 
we will stay—we owe that to our children. 
We owe it to our children and our chil-
dren’s children to defend freedom and to 
protect the homeland. 

It’s a new era. We have new responsibil-
ities in many ways—the same responsibil-
ities, I guess, but new challenges to uphold 
those responsibilities, because we learned 
a tough lesson, and that is, oceans no 

longer protect us. It’s a different war, with 
a different battlefield. And therefore, we 
must deal with threats as we see them, 
threats which may in the past have not 
been so frightening, but now in the new 
era we’ve got to deal with them, it seems 
like to me. In order to do our duty as 
Americans and leaders, we’ve got to defend 
our country and our friends and allies 
against the real threats that we face. 

And there’s a grave threat in Iraq. There 
just is. This is a man who has gassed his 
own people, used weapons of mass destruc-
tion on his own citizens. Imagine what his 
intentions will be about a country that loves 
freedom like we do. This is a man who 
has attacked—and by the way, he used 
weapons of mass destruction in his own 
neighborhood, too, against countries on his 
border. This is a man who has attacked 
two countries in 22 years. This is a man 
who kills political dissenters in cold blood. 
This is a man who, 11 years ago, told the 
world that he would get rid of weapons 
of mass destruction, and yet, for 11 long 
years, he has defied resolution after resolu-
tion after resolution after resolution out of 
the United Nations. This is a man who 
would like nothing more than to team up 
with a terrorist network, a man who could 
use a terrorist network perhaps to use the 
weapons of mass destruction he’s devel-
oped—and lies about—to harm countries 
that he can’t stand—America, Israel, coun-
tries in his own—immediately around him. 

And therefore, I thought it was time for 
us to deal with him, for the sake of free-
dom. So I went to the United Nations. 
And my message to the United Nations 
was this: We want you to succeed as a 
international body. The world is different. 
The threats are real. We can do a better 
job if we work together through the United 
Nations, and here’s your chance to succeed. 
You have a choice, and the choice is wheth-
er you’ll be an effective peacekeeping orga-
nization or whether you’ll be like the 
League of Nations—your choice. 
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I also said to Mr. Saddam Hussein, ‘‘You 
said you would disarm—your choice to dis-
arm.’’ Military option is my last choice; it’s 
not my first choice. This man should dis-
arm, like he said. He should do what he 
said he would do. The United Nations 
should insist that he does what he said he 
would do. But for the sake of freedom and 
for the sake of peace, for the sake of a 
world that doesn’t fear the world’s worst 
leaders with the first world’s weapons— 
with the world’s worst weapons, this coun-
try will be deliberate, we’ll work with oth-
ers, but we will lead a coalition to disarm 
Saddam Hussein. 

And today I was joined on the steps of 
the Rose Garden with Members of the 
House and Members of the Senate, Repub-
licans and Democrats alike, who have 
joined with us to pass—the desire to pass 
a strong statement to the world about the 
resolve and determination of the United 
States. We’re going to have a very construc-
tive debate in Congress, and there should 
be. I told them today, I thought the debate 
that was going on is going to be one of 
the most historic debates ever in the Hall 
of Congress. 

That sentiment was echoed by not only 
the Speaker but Richard Gephardt, who 
was there, not only Trent Lott but Joe 
Lieberman was there, not only John 
McCain but Democrat Evan Bayh was 
there. Democrat and Republican alike 
joined hand-in-hand to send a clear mes-
sage to the world: We love our peace; we 
want the world to be a better and more 
peaceful place. If the United States remains 
strong and tough and focused, we can 
achieve peace. We can achieve peace here 
at home. If we speak clearly and renounce 
terrorism and fight terrorism, we can 
achieve peace in the Middle East; we can 
achieve peace in South Asia. 

No, the enemy hit us. The enemy hit 
us. But they didn’t realize who they hit. 
Oh, they probably thought we’d file a law-
suit or two. [Laughter] But they hit a coun-
try which loves freedom, a country based 

upon solid values, a country which, when 
we need to be strong, is strong. And we 
need to be compassionate. We can be com-
passionate. I believe, sincerely believe, that 
out of the evil done to America can come 
incredible good, starting with peace. 

And I know we can be a better country. 
I know we can be a better country. We 
can work hard to make sure every child 
is educated. We can make sure to work— 
work hard to make sure our seniors get 
quality health care. Listen, medicine has 
changed; Medicare hasn’t. Medicare is— 
medicine is modern. Medicare is ancient. 
For the sake of our seniors, let’s modernize 
Medicare with prescription drugs. 

But we must remember, here in Amer-
ica, in spite of our plenty, there are pockets 
of despair—there just are. And there’s 
pockets of hopelessness. There’s places 
people are addicted; they’re lonely. They 
wonder whether or not the American 
Dream means anything to them. And my 
attitude is—and I know it’s Bob’s attitude— 
so long as one hurt, we all hurt. And as 
a society, we must do everything we can 
to eradicate those pockets of despair. 

Now, listen—Government can hand out 
money. We’re pretty good at it at times. 
[Laughter] But what Government cannot 
do is put hope in people’s hearts or love 
in people’s hearts or a sense of purpose 
in people’s lives. Government can’t do that. 
That is done when our fellow Americans 
have heard the universal call to love a 
neighbor just like you’d like to be loved 
yourself. 

If you want to fight evil, do some good. 
If you want to fight evil, if you want to 
join in the war against terror, if you want 
to show the world what we’re made out 
of—help somebody in need. See, our soci-
ety will change—one heart, one conscience, 
one soul at a time—when a neighbor loves 
a neighbor in need. 

I look forward to working with Governor 
Ehrlich to unleash the true compassion of 
each society. I’m a strong proponent of the 
Faith-Based Initiative. I want to unleash 
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the power of love. I want people who go 
to church and synagogue and mosque, if 
they want to help a person in need, to 
be empowered by the Government to do 
so. Our Governments must not fear faith. 
We must welcome faith in our society. 

No, the enemy hit us, but they—in doing 
so, they have awakened a great spirit, an 
American spirit. And I want you all to help 
move that spirit forward. I know many of 
you already do this—but mentor a child, 
or help somebody in need. Continue doing 
the charitable works you do to help the 
communities in which you live. It will be 
a better place for all of us. 

One of the reasons I first ran for office 
is because I wanted to challenge the cul-
ture of our country, which has said, ‘‘If 
it feels good, just go ahead and do it,’’ 
and ‘‘If you’ve got a problem, blame some-
body else.’’ My dream was to usher in a 
period of personal responsibility, to be a 
part of a cultural shift in which each of 
understands we are responsible for the de-
cisions we make in life. 

If you are a mom or a dad, your most 
important responsibility is to love your child 
with all your heart. You’re responsible for 
helping a neighbor in need. You’re respon-
sible for the quality of education in the 
community in which you live. If you’re run-
ning corporate America, you’re responsible 
to your employees and shareholders to tell 
the truth. And it’s happening. 

The responsibility era is happening in 
America, probably most vividly displayed on 
Flight 93, when average citizens were flying 
across the country. They learned their 
plane was going to be used as a weapon— 
imagine. They got on the phone with their 
loved ones; they used the word ‘‘love’’ a 

lot. They said goodbye. They said a prayer. 
One guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They took the 
plane in the ground to serve something 
greater than themselves in life. I believe 
that is an important lesson for all of us 
to learn. 

Patriotism is more than putting your 
hand over your heart. Patriotism is serving 
your Nation. Patriotism is helping people 
in need. Patriotism is loving somebody just 
like you’d like to be loved yourself. 

No, the enemy hit us. But they didn’t 
know who they were hitting. They hit the 
greatest nation on the face of the Earth, 
and out of the evil done to America is 
going to come a peaceful world. And out 
of the evil done to America is going to 
continue to be a hopeful, compassionate, 
decent country. 

I’m optimistic about our future, because 
I know America. We’re the finest nation 
on the face of the Earth, because we’re 
full of the finest people. 

May God bless you all, and may God 
bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:39 p.m. in 
the Constellation Ballroom at the Hyatt Re-
gency Baltimore. In his remarks, he referred 
to Kendel Ehrlich, wife of Representative 
Robert L. Ehrlich; Ellen R. Sauerbrey, na-
tional committeewoman, and Louis Pope, 
chairman, Maryland Republican Party; Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Ramzi bin al-
Shibh, an Al Qaida operative suspected of 
helping to plan the September 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks, who was captured in Karachi, 
Pakistan; and Zacarias Moussaoui, an Al 
Qaida operative who was under indictment 
for helping to plan the September 11, 2001, 
terrorist attacks. 
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Message to the Senate Transmitting the 1992 Partial Revision of the Radio 
Regulations, With Documentation 
September 30, 2002 

To the Senate of the United States: 
With a view to receiving the advice and 

consent of the Senate to ratification, I 
transmit herewith the 1992 Partial Revision 
of the Radio Regulations (Geneva, 1979), 
with appendices, signed by the United 
States at Malaga-Torremolinos on March 3, 
1992 (the ‘‘1992 Partial Revision’’), together 
with declarations and reservations of the 
United States as contained in the Final Acts 
of the World Administrative Radio Con-
ference for Dealing with Frequency Alloca-
tions in Certain Parts of the Spectrum 
(WARC–92). I transmit also, for the infor-
mation of the Senate, the report of the 
Department of State concerning these revi-
sions. 

The 1992 Partial Revision, which was 
adopted at WARC–92, constitutes a revision 
of the International Telecommunication 
Union (ITU) Radio Regulations (Geneva, 
1979), as revised, to which the United 
States is a party. It provides for additional 
spectrum for new or expanding tele-

Remarks to Hispanic Leaders 
October 3, 2002 

Thank you all for coming, and welcome 
to the White House compound. It’s my 
honor to represent—to welcome you all 
here, to thank you for serving your commu-
nities and thank you for serving your Na-
tion. Some of you are seeking office for 
the first time, and I think you’ll find this 
to be a fantastic experience. Some of you 
have sought and won, and I want to con-
gratulate you for that, and thanks for serv-
ing. 

My job is, of course, to promote the di-
versity of America, to herald the fact that 

communication services, primarily terres-
trial and satellite broadcasting, terrestrial 
and satellite mobile and space services and 
is consistent with the proposals and posi-
tions taken by the United States at the 
conference. 

Subject to the U.S. declarations and res-
ervations mentioned above, I believe that 
the United States should become a party 
to the 1992 Partial Revision, which provides 
additional spectrum for existing and new 
telecommunication services in which the 
United States plays a significant leadership 
role. It is my hope that the Senate will 
take early action on this matter and give 
its advice and consent to ratification. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
September 30, 2002. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 3. 

one of the great strengths of America is 
the fact that we’re diverse and that we wel-
come diversity in this country. And we wel-
come diversity and celebrate diversity all 
kinds of ways, and one of the ways is that 
we’ve got Hispanic Heritage Month. And 
we recognize Hispanic Heritage Month 
here at the White House, and we do so 
in a variety of ways. One way, of course, 
is to remind people that I’ve picked some 
fabulous Americans who happen to be His-
panic to serve our country. 
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Everybody has got to have a good lawyer. 
[Laughter] Mi abogado es magnifico. 
[Laughter] And I want to thank Al 
Gonzales for his friendship. There’s no bet-
ter advisor. He’s a steady hand who knows 
the law, and he’s doing a great, great job 
for the country. Ruben Barrales, who runs 
a very key department here in the White 
House—I know you’re going to hear from 
Ruben, if you haven’t already. He’s a good 
young star and a fine guy. Rosario Marin 
is the Treasurer of the United States. 
Rosario, thank you for coming. I appreciate 
you being here. 

If you’re interested in finding good ex-
amples of people who have won and who 
have served with distinction, you need to 
look no farther than two from Florida and 
one from Texas—[laughter]—Congressman 
Henry Bonilla, who is a fine, fine—[ap-
plause]—and of course, Lincoln Diaz-Balart 
y tambien Ileana Ros-Lehtinen. I appre-
ciate you all for coming. 

And I see you brought along Mario, tu 
hermano. [Laughter] Mario, it’s good to see 
you again. Mario Diaz-Balart is a State rep 
out of the State of Florida, a fine member 
of the delegation. He’s a popular—not only 
a popular candidate but a popular public 
servant. And he takes his instructions from 
his brother—[laughter]—actually, from his 
mother. [Laughter] Dora Irizarry is here. 
She is a candidate for the attorney general 
of the State of New York. Dora, good luck, 
buena suerte. Thanks for coming. We’ve got 
a lot of other great candidates—none other 
than the next Governor of the State of New 
Mexico, Juan Sanchez. Thank you for com-
ing, John. 

I would spend all my time heralding 
those of you in the legislative branch or 
in the executive branch, but I’ve got some 
other things on my mind. But before I 
do, I also want to make sure there is diver-
sity in the judicial branch. I have named 
a really good man to the bench, the DC 
Circuit Court of Appeals, named Miguel 
Estrada. And I expect the United States 
Senate to treat this man with respect. I 

don’t want to see the same thing that hap-
pened to some of my other candidates, in 
that they distort his record. I don’t want 
them to distort his record like they did 
Ms. Owen’s or Mr. Pickering. For the sake 
of a good, strong Federal bench, for the 
sake of recognizing this man’s intelligence 
and his capabilities, the Senate needs to 
confirm Miguel Estrada. 

Let me share some things that are on 
my mind, things that I’ve spent a lot of 
time thinking about. First is jobs. I think 
a lot—I spend a lot of time thinking about 
jobs here in America. I want people to 
find work. I want people to be able to 
put bread on the table. I want this country 
to continue to promote policies that en-
courage job growth. That’s what we ought 
to be asking here in Washington: What can 
we do to encourage there to be job growth? 

The economy is not like it should be. 
There are some encouraging signs. Of 
course, interest rates are low; inflation is 
low; productivity amongst our workers and 
producers is the best in the world; and 
that’s incredibly positive. 

The foundation for growth is there. The 
foundation was somewhat troubled by the 
fact that we had some of our corporate 
citizens decide they weren’t going to tell 
the truth. They fudged the numbers to de-
ceive shareholder and employee alike. 
We’re taking care of that. I’ve signed the 
most comprehensive corporate reform since 
Franklin Roosevelt was the President. You 
might have noticed yesterday, people are 
being brought to justice here in America. 
We expect there to be corporate responsi-
bility in America, and we will enforce the 
law to make sure there is corporate respon-
sibility in America. 

We’re also dealing with things here in 
Congress to help people have more money. 
We believe very strongly that when a per-
son has more money in his or her pocket, 
it is more likely to increase the job base, 
because if you have more money, you de-
mand a good or a service. When you de-
mand a good or a service, somebody will 
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produce the good or a service. And when 
somebody produces a good or a service, 
somebody is more likely to find work. 

Tax relief was incredibly important at this 
moment in our American history. Tax relief 
will help stimulate job growth because it 
helps stimulate the growth of small busi-
nesses. There are a lot of Latino-owned 
small businesses in America. One of the 
great success stories about our economy 
and about our Nation is the fact that a 
lot of people realize their dreams through 
owning their own business. One of the fast-
est growing sectors of small business in the 
country is Latino-owned businesses. And 
the tax relief plan was really good for small 
businesses here in America. And the Con-
gress needs to make them permanent. 

In order to make sure that we grow our 
economy, we’ve got to make sure Congress 
doesn’t overspend. The Senate doesn’t even 
have a budget. If you don’t have a budget, 
it makes it hard to be fiscally sound with 
the people’s money. Sometimes here in 
Washington, people forget whose money we 
spend. See, they think it’s the Govern-
ment’s money—it’s not; it’s the people’s 
money. And we’ve got to be sound when 
we spend the people’s money. We ought 
to fund priorities, but as they head out 
of town, the Congress must not overspend. 
For the sake of job creation and job 
growth, they must be realistic with the peo-
ple’s money. 

I submitted a budget that will get us 
to balance—a budget that if there’s fiscal 
discipline, we can get back to balance. And 
Congress needs to not only remember 
whose money they spend, but Congress 
must not overspend on their—as they’re 
trying to get out of town. 

And finally, there are some things that 
we can do here to create jobs for working 
people. We need to have a terrorism insur-
ance package. You see, there’s a lot of folks 
that cannot get insurance, a lot of construc-
tion programs that aren’t going forward be-
cause people can’t get insurance, because 
of what the terrorists did. It’s estimated 

there’s over 300,000 hardhats that could be 
working, 300,000 hardhat jobs that are de-
layed. Those are our fellow Americans who 
aren’t getting the chance to employ their 
skills. This afternoon, I’m going to be talk-
ing about this issue more. But if Congress 
truly is interested in joining with me to 
do everything we can to expand the job 
base, they need to get a terrorism insurance 
package before they go home. It’s good 
for the hardhats of America. 

The security of the country is on my 
mind, too. See, there’s an enemy which 
still hates America, and they want to hit 
us. It’s just reality. And therefore, we’ve 
got to do everything we can to protect the 
homeland. I spend a lot of time worrying 
about the job security of the American peo-
ple. I spend a lot of time worrying about 
the homeland security of the American 
people as well. It’s my number one priority 
right now as the President, to protect our 
homeland. 

We must do everything we can to protect 
innocent life here at home. I’m sure people 
have—have asked you, you know, why— 
why would the enemy hate America? Your 
kids are probably saying, ‘‘Why would they 
hate America?’’ And you’ve got to tell them 
it’s because they hate us for what we love. 
We love freedom. We love the freedom 
to worship the way we see fit. We love 
the freedom to speak our mind. We love 
the freedom to campaign. We love the free-
dom of the press. We love all our free-
doms. We love our diversity. We love the 
fact that God has created people equal. 
We love that. We value life in America. 
Everybody is precious. Everybody has 
worth. Everybody counts. And we’re not 
changing our mind about those values and 
our freedom. 

The enemy hates freedom; they hate in-
nocent life. They are willing to take inno-
cent life and, at the same time, hijack a 
great religion. And so long as they are out 
there, we must do everything we can to 
defend the homeland—which means I need 
the capacity here in Washington to assure 
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the American people that the good folks 
at the Federal level are doing everything 
they can to protect you. 

There’s over 100 agencies involved with 
homeland security, and so I decided, in 
order to make the protection of the home-
land the number one priority, that we 
ought to bundle all those up to the extent 
possible and put them under one agency, 
so that there is authority and responsibility, 
so that we can set the legacy for future 
Presidents to be able to better protect the 
homeland. 

And we’re having a pretty good debate 
here in Washington. The House of Rep-
resentatives, thankfully, passed a bill that 
is a good bill. The Senate is still struggling 
with the bill. They need to get it done 
before they go home. The—let me just tell 
you what the problem is, so you can get 
a sense of why I have some frustrations 
with what is taking place in the Senate. 

First of all, the frontline troops, the em-
ployees who are working on your behalf, 
are really good people—good, honorable, 
hard-working people. And they are people 
that the morale of which is going to be 
in the interest of any President or any Sec-
retary of Homeland Security. In other 
words, we’ve got to make sure that morale 
is high in order for us to better do our 
jobs. So there should be no question in 
any employee’s mind about the intentions 
of a President or a future President, that 
we want people to have job satisfaction in 
order to be able to do the job. 

But we also need to have the authority 
necessary to succeed in the critical mission. 
We’ve got to have the ability to put the 
right people at the right place at the right 
time in order to protect America. 

Many of you come from border commu-
nities or border States. You know full well 
that on our borders, there’s three different 
agencies involved with protecting the bor-
der, agencies of good, hard-working people, 
but sometimes agencies with different strat-
egies and different approaches. And some-
times those different strategies and dif-

ferent approaches can promote gaps in se-
curity. And we’ve got to have the capacity 
to do everything we can to protect the 
American people from somebody who 
would want to bring a weapon into our 
country, for example. 

In other words, we’ve got to be able 
to let the hard-working people in these 
agencies better do their job. We can’t be 
constrained by work rules that prevent us 
from doing a better job, and that’s the de-
bate. 

The Senate—and some Members of the 
Senate want to deny this President and fu-
ture Presidents the authority of—the ability 
to protect our national security, the ability 
in some cases to suspend collective bar-
gaining for the sake of national security. 
That ability has been granted from Jimmy 
Carter on. President Kennedy had the au-
thority; Jimmy Carter was President when 
they codified it into law. It doesn’t make 
any sense, in a time of war, to take away 
that part of the Presidential authority. It 
just doesn’t make any sense to me. It’s 
very important that the President have the 
capacity to determine that vital national se-
curity interests take priority over standard 
rules governing management and labor re-
lations. 

What’s really interesting is that if this 
authority is not applied to the Department 
of Homeland Security, it still will be ap-
plied to Departments such as the Depart-
ment of Education or the Department of 
Agriculture. Those are vital Departments, 
but does it make sense to allow the author-
ity to exist in the Department of Agri-
culture but not in the new Department of 
Homeland Security? Of course it doesn’t 
make any sense. And that’s why the Senate 
must be realistic and reasonable as it ap-
proaches this very important issue about 
how to leave a legacy of homeland security 
in place. 

I will not accept a rollback in the author-
ity that other Presidents have had, and the 
Senate must understand that. The Senate 
must understand that I have a duty not 
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only to protect the American people but 
a duty to protect the prerogatives of the 
President. If it’s good enough for the De-
partment of Agriculture, if this authority 
is good enough for the employees of the 
Department of Education or HHS, it cer-
tainly should be good enough for the De-
partment of Homeland Security. 

We need flexibility to deal with emerging 
threats. The Customs Service, for example, 
decided to require inspectors at the Na-
tion’s 301 ports to wear radiation detection 
devices. The world changed. We are wor-
ried about weapons of mass destruction 
coming into our country, and so the Cus-
toms Service said: ‘‘Why don’t we have our 
folks wear radiation detection devices to be 
able to pick up any possible signal.’’ The 
devices work, and they’re an important part 
of somebody being able to do their job. 

Under the rules that some Senators sup-
port, the union that represents the Customs 
would be able to say, ‘‘You can’t do that. 
That must be voluntary.’’ For the—that 
doesn’t make any sense to me, that we 
not—that we have to work through a proc-
ess that would enable our hard-working 
Customs officials to be able to do that 
which they think is necessary to protect 
America. And we can’t afford sitting around 
for a year debating whether or not wearing 
devices ought to be voluntary or not. 

Collective bargaining is important. I sup-
port the idea of workers being able to have 
collective bargaining. But we need to be 
able to manage the new agency so that 
we can best protect the American people. 
And I call upon the Senate to understand 
the importance of what I just said. 

The best way to protect America is to 
hunt the killers down, one at a time. And 
that’s what we’re going to do. This is a 
different kind of war. It is a war which 
is not going to be measured in terms of 
territories gained or tanks destroyed or flo-
tilla destroyed. It’s a war in which we’re 
going through an international manhunt, 
one killer at a time, and bringing people 
to justice—which means it’s essential we 

continue to uphold the doctrine that says, 
‘‘Either you’re with us, or you’re with 
them.’’ And that doctrine still stands, and 
there’s a lot of really fine countries, with 
good leaders, working with us to find these 
killers and to bring them to justice. 

And we’re just doing just that. Some-
times you’ll read about it; sometimes you 
won’t read about it. That’s the kind of war 
this is. Sometimes there’s achievements that 
they’ll be blasting out over the cables, and 
people will be talking about it forever, and 
sometimes you just won’t know what’s tak-
ing place. But you’ve got to know, we’re 
making progress. We’ve hauled in over a 
couple of thousand of these—we got a guy 
the other day, who popped his head up 
and is now no longer a threat to America. 
He’s the one that was going to be the 20th 
hijacker, and he’s no longer available for 
action with the enemy. 

It takes a lot of work—it takes a lot 
of work. It takes a strong military. And 
for those of you who have got loved ones 
in the military, you’ve got to know, I’ve 
got great confidence in our troops. And 
I want to thank you for your service, and 
I want to thank you for their service. 

And the United States Congress must get 
a defense appropriations bill to my desk 
before they go home. I asked for the largest 
increase in defense spending since Presi-
dent Reagan was the President, because I 
want our troops to have the best pay, the 
best training, and best possible equipment. 
And I want to send a message to the world: 
When it comes to the defense of our free-
dom, there’s no artificial timeline. When 
it comes to defending America, civilization, 
the ability for our children to grow up in 
a free society—it doesn’t matter how long 
it takes. This great Nation will stay the 
course. 

So I expect there to be a defense bill 
on my desk. I know that Members of the 
House and Senate are working hard to rec-
oncile their differences, and I appreciate 
that. There needs to be a bill on my desk 
before they go home. There’s going to be 
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an important message to determine—im-
portant message we send to the world. 

And so we’re making progress on that 
front of the war against terror. But there 
are other fronts on the war against terror 
that we must deal with. We must deal with 
countries run by people who are some of 
the world’s worst leaders, who harbor, de-
velop, want to hurt us with the world’s 
worst weapons. That’s a form of terror. 

The war on terror is more than just Al 
Qaida; the war on terror is to deal with 
nations who have terrorized their own peo-
ple and have intention to terrorize us. See, 
oceans no longer protect us. There’s a new 
era in America. There’s a new threat that 
faces us. And we’ve got to deal with these 
threats. I made the decision to deal with 
these—the threat of Iraq in an international 
community. I’ve called upon other nations 
to join us, and there will be other nations 
joining us to help disarm Iraq. 

We’ll determine whether or not the U.N. 
Security Council wants to live up to its 
obligations. After all, for 11 long years the 
dictator in Iraq, the man who has gassed 
his own people, gassed people in his neigh-
borhood, the man who’s expressly—ex-
pressed his hatred for America and our 
friends and allies—we’ll see whether or not 
the United Nations will be the United Na-
tions or the League of Nations when it 
comes to dealing with this man who for 
11 years has thumbed his nose at resolution 
after resolution after resolution after resolu-
tion. 

My intent, of course, is for the United 
Nations to do its job. I think it’ll make 
it easier for us to keep the peace. My in-
tent is for the world to understand that 
the obligation is up to Saddam Hussein to 
disarm like he said he would do. My intent 
is to put together a vast coalition of coun-
tries who understand the threat of Saddam 
Hussein. 

The military option is my last choice, 
not my first; it’s my last choice. But 
Saddam has got to understand, the United 

Nations must know, that the will of this 
country is strong. 

Yesterday I had the honor of standing 
on the steps of the White House, at the 
Rose Garden, with the Republican leader 
and Democrat leader alike—Speaker 
Hastert and Leader Gephardt, Trent Lott 
and Joe Lieberman, John McCain and Evan 
Bayh—Member after Member who has 
committed to join with the administration 
to send a clear signal that when it comes 
to defending our freedom, the United 
States of America will stand united and 
stand strong. 

The choice is up to the United Nations 
to show its resolve. The choice is up to 
Saddam Hussein to fulfill its word—his 
word. And if neither of them acts, the 
United States, in deliberate fashion, will 
lead a coalition to take away the world’s 
worst weapons from one of the world’s 
worst leaders. 

I say that because I have a deep desire 
for peace, peace in America, peace in the 
Middle East. I believe peace is possible. 
I believe that out of the evil done to Amer-
ica can come some really—some good. And 
one of the good is international peace; I 
believe that. And therefore, I will continue 
to speak clearly about good and evil, con-
tinue to renounce terrorism in any form, 
continue to lead the world toward peace, 
peace not only for ourselves but, because 
we value all human life, peace in parts of 
the world that have given up on peace. 

I know at home we can be a better coun-
try, too. The great country of ours must 
recognize there are pockets of despair and 
hopelessness in America. Amongst our 
plenty, there are people who hurt. So long 
as any of us hurt, we all should hurt. But 
I believe that this country can solve any 
problem put in its path, and one of those 
is to help inspire all Americans to under-
stand the greatness of this country. 

One way to do so, to make a better 
country, is to make sure that everybody 
is educated. I passed a really good bill with 
the Congress and signed a really good bill. 
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They passed it; I signed it. [Laughter] I 
worked with them. And it says this: Every 
child can learn. See, every child can learn. 
And this country will challenge the soft big-
otry of low expectations. This plan recog-
nizes it’s so easy to quit on children whose 
parents may not speak English as a first 
language. It’s easy just to shuffle them 
through—say, ‘‘You know, these kids can’t 
learn; move them through.’’ 

We insist upon strong accountability. If 
you receive Federal money, you’ve got to 
measure, because we believe every child 
can learn. And therefore, we want to 
know—we want to know. We must have 
the courage as citizens of the country to 
blow the whistle on failure when we find 
our children trapped in schools which will 
not teach and will not change. 

A better America is one that takes care 
of our seniors, with a good health care sys-
tem. Medicine has changed; Medicare 
hasn’t. Medicine has changed, and yet the 
old system hasn’t changed with it. And 
we’ve got to change Medicare. For the 
good of our seniors, we need prescription 
drug benefits for our seniors. We need a 
modern Medicare system. 

But the best way to change America is 
for America to really rely upon the true 
strength of the country, which is the people 
of the country. See, Government can hand 
out money, but it cannot put love in peo-
ple’s hearts or a sense of purpose in peo-
ple’s lives. That is done when one of our 
fellow citizens finds somebody who hurts 
and puts their arm around him or her, and 

says, ‘‘I love you. What can I do to help 
you? What can I do to make sure you un-
derstand the American Dream is meant for 
you?’’ That could be mentoring a child, 
teaching a child to read. That could be 
running a Boy Scout or Girl Scout troop, 
teaching a child values. That could be mak-
ing sure somebody has got food if they’re 
hungry. 

See, the great strength of America is the 
heart and soul of the people of this country. 
And so what’s happened is, and it seems 
like to me, is that the evil ones hit us; 
America took a step back and said, ‘‘In 
order to fight evil, we all must do some 
good.’’ And my call to the fellow—my fel-
low Americans is: Love somebody just like 
you’d like to be loved yourself; that if 
you’re interested in fighting the evil done 
to us, it doesn’t take much, just a small 
act of kindness and generosity on a daily 
basis. And it’s that gathering momentum 
of the millions of acts of kindness and gen-
erosity and compassion which takes place 
in America that truly defines the character 
of this Nation. 

I want to thank you all for serving this 
Nation. May God bless you all, and may 
God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:59 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building. In his remarks, he 
referred to Texas Supreme Court Justice 
Priscilla Owen and Judge Charles W. Pick-
ering, Sr., whose nominations to be U.S. Cir-
cuit Judges for the Fifth Circuit failed. 

Remarks Calling for Congressional Action on Terrorism Insurance 
Legislation 
October 3, 2002 

Thanks for coming today. We’re talking 
about a serious subject, which is jobs—the 
ability for people to find work in America. 
I spend a lot of my time worrying about 

the job security of our fellow citizens. And 
after last year’s terrorist attacks that de-
stroyed life and destroyed building, you’ve 
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got to recognize they hurt our economy 
as well. 

We responded to those attacks with in-
credible unity, and I’m grateful. And the 
enemy is not. But we need to show the 
same unity and resolve to get our people 
back to work. Too many Americans are 
looking for work, and they can’t find work. 
The economic signs are good—they are. In-
terest rates are low. Inflation is low. Our 
workers are the most productive in the 
world. Our entrepreneurs are the most pro-
ductive in the world. And that’s incredibly 
positive. 

Yet, we can’t be satisfied until anybody 
who is looking for work can find a job. 
That’s what we’ve got to do here in Amer-
ica. And we can do more in Washington, 
DC. Before these folks go home, there is 
something they can do to help—help Amer-
ica’s hardhats get back to work on big con-
struction projects. If there is concern, like 
I know there is, about our fellow citizens, 
concern here in Washington about people 
being able to find work, the Congress can 
help by passing a terrorism insurance bill 
now. 

We have been talking about this up here 
for a year. And our workers cannot wait 
any longer. And so my call on the Congress 
is to reach an agreement by tomorrow, so 
by the time they go home, I can sign a 
bill, a bill which will increase our job base 
by the thousands. 

I want to thank the business leaders who 
are here who see the crying need for a 
terrorism insurance bill. I want to thank 
the carpenter union members who stand 
behind me who are here to represent the 
fellow members of their unions who, if 
they’re not working, want to work—people 
that are putting bread on the table for their 
families. 

I want to thank the members of the 
International Association of Bridge, Struc-
tural, Ornamental, and Reinforcing Iron 
Workers for coming here as well. We’ve 
been working with their leaders to try to 
convince Congress to move this important 

piece of legislation. This is a jobs bill. It’s 
important for our country. 

After September the 11th, it’s important 
for our fellow citizens to understand that 
many insurance companies stopped cov-
ering builders and real estate owners 
against the risk of terrorist attacks. One 
of the effects of the attack of September 
the 11th, 2001, was a lot of folks couldn’t 
find insurance. Many of those who provide 
coverage provide only limited coverage at 
high rates, with too many restrictions to 
provide real security. 

Congress’s inaction on terrorism is 
threatening our jobs. They can move and 
need to, to help the economy, because, you 
see, one recent survey shows that more 
than $15 billion in real estate transactions 
have been terminated or put on hold be-
cause the lack of terrorism insurance—$15 
billion of job-creating projects are not mov-
ing forward. 

More than 300,000 jobs are on hold. 
That’s a lot of folks. That’s a lot of joiners 
and bricklayers and plumbers and other 
building professionals who can find good-
paying work. Construction jobs are at a 3-
year low, as nonresidential construction is 
down more than 15 percent from a year 
ago. The fact that there is no terrorism 
insurance is affecting commerce and job 
creation. 

Last week the bond raters at Moody’s 
downgraded $4.5 billion worth of commer-
cial mortgage-backed securities because of 
the lack of available terrorism insurance. 
Congress has failed to act. Congress has 
got to act now, before they go home. 
They’ve got to get a bill to my desk tomor-
row, for the sake of creditworthiness and 
jobs. 

One of the buildings affected, believe it 
or not, is Rockefeller Center, right there 
in Manhattan, which as of Tuesday has very 
little terrorism insurance. So Rockefeller 
Center will get a bad credit rating because 
we haven’t acted here in Washington, DC. 
Lower security ratings affect people who 
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have money in the bond market. That in-
cludes pension funds, including the funds 
of many public service employees, like 
teachers and police and firefighters. See, 
when the bond ratings go down, bond 
prices fall, and workers’ retirement savings 
are threatened. That’s one of the effects 
of the failure to have terrorism insurance 
here out of Washington, DC. 

The problem of finding terrorism insur-
ance is widespread; it’s just not isolated 
to New York City. We’re talking about $15 
billion worth of projects on hold; we’re 
talking about $15 billion worth of projects 
all across America, not just where the ter-
rorists hit. The Building and Owners— 
Building Owners and Managers Association 
found that more than a quarter of the own-
ers in their survey could not get terrorism 
insurance at any cost. Of the owners who 
could get insurance, 80 percent of them 
faced caps on their coverage, higher 
deductibles, quick cancellation clauses, ex-
clusions for chemical and biological attacks, 
or premium increases that ranged from 20 
to 200 percent. 

These costs, which are in the billions, 
get eventually passed on. We pay for them. 
Right now, hospitals and office buildings 
and malls and museums and many trans-
portation companies are all having difficulty 
finding terrorism coverage. Without cov-
erage, the economic impact of another ter-
rorist attack would be incredibly serious. 
We could face a string of bankruptcies and 
loan defaults and layoffs that would inten-
sify the economic effects of an attack. En-
acting terrorism insurance will cost us noth-
ing if we experience no further attacks. 

And you need to know your Federal 
Government is doing everything we pos-
sibly can do so that we experience no fur-
ther attacks. We’re tightening up the home-
land security, and I want the Senate to 
give me a good bill on homeland security. 
And we’re chasing these killers down, one 
person at a time, to protect the homeland. 

Yet, if there is an attack, without insur-
ance it will be even more devastating than 

the last attack. It will mean tens of thou-
sands of new jobs if we can get a terrorism 
insurance bill. It will mean billions in new 
investment. It will mean healthier pension 
and retirement systems. If we have ter-
rorism insurance and, God forbid, we have 
another attack on America, we will be able 
to compensate our victims more quickly 
and limit the economic damage. That’s a 
reality. 

Congress must get it done. I want to 
remind them that the House passed a ter-
rorism insurance bill last November, and 
the Senate got one done in June. Under 
the legislation, private insurance would pay 
for damages up to a certain amount. The 
Federal Government would guarantee 
against catastrophic losses. I support that 
concept, for the reasons I’ve just described. 

Major construction programs will go for-
ward if we can get a good piece of legisla-
tion. Their friends will be working. The 
country will be more confident if we can 
get a good bill. Our markets will be reas-
sured. It’s an incredibly important piece of 
legislation. I met with members of both 
parties in both Houses this week. I told 
them essentially what I’ve described to 
you—the need to get something done. I 
believe they are close to an agreement. I 
know that they can come together. 

And they ought to resolve the issue of 
liability as well. My position, I think, re-
flects the position of most Americans, and 
it’s this—that we should prevent the victims 
of a terrorist attack from being held liable 
for punitive damages, which are damages 
over and above the amount needed to com-
pensate the injured person. When an 
American business has been targeted for 
a terrorist attack, we should not further 
punish it and the people it employs, sub-
jecting it to predatory lawsuits and punitive 
damages. Congress needs to hear that mes-
sage. 

This provision was agreed to by a bipar-
tisan group in the Senate last fall. They 
have come together on it before. It was 
prevented from going forward. That must 
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not happen again, for the sake of our work-
ing people in America. The Members can 
decide at any moment to finalize the bill 
and send it to my desk. It’s just not that 
far away. My call for getting it done tomor-
row is realistic, if people could put their 
mind to it. 

I know the Members involved. I know 
they care deeply about the future of our 
country. See, this isn’t a political issue; this 
is a jobs issue. I know they care, and I 
know they can get it done. And for the 
sake of economic security, they must get 
it done. For the sake of good, hard-working 
Americans, they need to resolve their dif-
ferences quickly and get me to the desk. 

I want to thank you all for coming. I 
want to assure you that we are making 
progress on a lot of fronts, most notably 
on securing the homeland. 

Now that I’ve got you stuck here— 
[laughter]—I want you to understand this 
is a different kind of war that we fight. 
See, in the old days you could measure 
progress by saying, ‘‘Well, we’ve destroyed 
X tanks or Y airplanes or sunk several 
ships.’’ That’s not the kind of war this Na-
tion now fights. We fight a war against 
coldblooded killers who hide in caves and 
send youngsters to their suicidal death. 
They do so because—and they hate us be-
cause we love freedom. See, they hate for 
what we love. We love our freedoms, and 
we’re not going to relinquish our freedoms. 
And the stronger we hold on to our free-
doms, the more they hate us. 

And so we’ve got to button up our home-
land. And I spoke to that earlier today. 
You’ll hear the debate about homeland se-
curity. The Congress—some in the Con-
gress want to take away some of the powers 
that every President has had to be able 
to more securely affect, in this case, home-
land security. I’m not going to let them 
do that. It just doesn’t make any sense not 
to have managerial—the managerial ability 
to move the right people to the right place 
at the right time to protect America. And 
I insist that that happen. 

But the best way to protect the home-
land is to find these killers. And that’s ex-
actly what our country is doing, one person 
at a time. It’s like an international man-
hunt. And we’re making progress. 

The reason I want to talk to you real 
quick is because I want you to understand 
that we are making progress on making 
America more secure. We—that is, a coali-
tion of like-minded nations—have hauled 
in over a thousand, couple of thousand of 
these people. One fellow popped his head 
up the other day, bin al-Shibh, and he’s 
no longer a threat because he has been 
detained. See, the doctrine that says, ‘‘Ei-
ther you’re with us or with the enemy,’’ 
still holds. It’s an important doctrine. It’s 
as important today as it was 13 months 
ago. And a like number of those folks aren’t 
quite as lucky. They’re not around to hurt 
us, either, but for different reasons. We’re 
dismantling the terrorist network, which 
hates America, one person at a time. 

And if you’ve got a relative in the mili-
tary, you need to know I’ve got a lot of 
confidence in our folks who wear the uni-
form. And I want to thank you for their 
sacrifice. 

I asked the Congress to pass a defense 
bill which says if our troops go into harm’s 
way, they deserve the best pay, the best 
training, and the best possible equipment. 
I have yet to see the defense bill. And 
not only do I want to see a terrorism insur-
ance bill before they go home, I want to 
see a defense bill on my desk before they 
go home as well. We owe that to our sol-
diers. We owe it to the soldiers’ families, 
and we owe it to the world for them to 
hear that no matter how long it takes, no 
matter how long it takes to defend our 
freedom and defend civilization, itself, the 
United States of America will stay the 
course. 

See, we love freedom, and we’re not 
going to relinquish that love. And the war 
on terror extends beyond just a terrorist 
network. The war on terror extends to the 
world’s worst leaders, which have and want 
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to develop and hurt us and our friends 
and allies with the world’s worst weapons. 
We must not allow these people—this guy, 
Saddam Hussein—to continue to defy the 
world. He has said he would disarm. I have 
called upon the United Nations to disarm 
him. I have given this body a chance to 
show the world whether they will be the 
United Nations, an effective body, or the 
League of Nations. And I don’t believe we 
can afford to have a League of Nations 
again. And I want them to be effective; 
I want it to work. 

There is a coalition of friends that are 
joining us to call upon accountability—ac-
countability with Mr. Saddam Hussein, who 
lies, kills his own people, poisons his own 
citizens with weapons of mass destruction, 
who hates America, hates Israel, hates our 
friends and allies. He must be held to ac-
count. The choice is his, and the choice 
is the United Nations to deal with this man, 
to hold him to account. And if they won’t, 
for the sake of our freedoms and our secu-
rities, we cannot allow the world’s worst 
leader to hold us hostage and to harm 
America with the world’s worst weapons. 
We owe it to our children. 

The war on terror is more than just Al 
Qaida. And I believe we can achieve peace 
by speaking clearly, by delineating good 
and evil, by talking about terror and its 
effects, and by leading people who under-
stand the stakes. 

And so out of the evil done to this coun-
try, I believe there’s going to come some 
incredible good, and that’s peace. I long 
for peace for America. I want to be able 
to say that history has called us to action, 
and we left the world more peaceful for 
our children. 

But I believe by remaining strong, we 
can leave a legacy of peace in other parts 
of the world too. I believe peace is possible 
in the Middle East, if we’re tough and de-
termined and delineate good from evil and 
fight terror at all costs. And I believe we 
can achieve peace in South Asia. 

No, the enemy hit us, but they didn’t 
know who they were hitting. They probably 
thought we’d file a lawsuit or two. [Laugh-
ter] But instead, they found a nation which 
is strong and determined, a nation which 
will stick to our values, a nation which is 
a compassionate nation as well. 

Listen, thank you all for coming. I appre-
ciate the chance to—God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building. In his remarks, he 
referred to Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al Qaida 
operative suspected of helping to plan the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who 
was captured in Karachi, Pakistan; and Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 
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Memorandum on Designation of Officers of the Department of Commerce 
To Act as Secretary of Commerce 
October 3, 2002 

Memorandum for the Secretary of 
Commerce 

Subject: Designation of Officers of the 
Department of Commerce to Act as 
Secretary of Commerce 

By the authority vested in me as Presi-
dent under the Constitution and laws of 
the United States of America and pursuant 
to the Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 
1998, 5 U.S.C. 3345 et seq., I hereby order 
that: 

Section 1. Order of Succession. 
During any period when the Secretary 

of Commerce (Secretary), the Deputy Sec-
retary of Commerce (Deputy Secretary), 
and the officers designated by Executive 
Order 13242 of December 18, 2001, to per-
form the functions and duties of the office 
of Secretary have died, resigned, or other-
wise become unable to perform the func-
tions and duties of the office of Secretary, 
the Director, Tropical Storm Prediction 
Center, an officer of the Department of 
Commerce, shall perform the functions and 
duties of the office of Secretary, if he is 
eligible to act as Secretary under the provi-
sions of the Federal Vacancies Reform Act 
of 1998, until such time as at least one 

of the officers mentioned above is able to 
perform the functions and duties of the 
office of Secretary. 

Sec. 2. Exceptions. 
(a) No individual who is serving as Direc-

tor, Tropical Storm Prediction Center 
in an acting capacity shall, by virtue 
of so serving, act as Secretary pursu-
ant to this memorandum. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of this 
memorandum, the President retains 
discretion, to the extent permitted by 
the Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 
1998, 5 U.S.C. 3345–3349d, to depart 
from this order in designating an act-
ing Secretary. 

Sec. 3. Publication. 
The Secretary of Commerce is author-

ized and directed to publish this memo-
randum in the Federal Register. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on October 
4. It was not received for publication in the 
Federal Register. An original was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this 
memorandum. 

Remarks at a Reception for Gubernatorial Candidate Mitt Romney in 
Boston, Massachusetts 
October 4, 2002 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thank you all. Glad I came. 

Audience member. We are, too. 
The President. Thanks for coming. ‘‘Gov-

ernor,’’ thanks for those kind, kind remarks. 
I’m proud to be—[applause]. I strongly 
stand with Mitt Romney because I believe 

he is the best person for the job of Gov-
ernor of Massachusetts. 

I say that I know that because I know 
his values. He’s got his priorities straight: 
his faith, his family, and his State. And 
he’s not going to waver from those prior-
ities. They’re etched in his heart. 
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He’s got a record. He’s done things in 
life. He started his own businesses. He’s 
an entrepreneur. He knows how to create 
jobs at a time when you need somebody 
in Massachusetts who knows job creation. 

He knows how to take a struggling orga-
nization and turn it around. He’s done that 
recently. He’s not one of these talkers that 
you find in the political arena. He’s a doer. 
Just ask the folks—just ask the folks who 
were wondering whether or not the Olym-
pics were going to go bankrupt. Ask them 
what happened when Mitt Romney showed 
up and brought some managerial skills and 
some vision and the ability to set priorities 
and the know-how how to set budgets and 
turned that organization around and made 
sure the Olympics in Salt Lake City were 
not only successful but profitable. It’s the 
same kind of attitude you need here in 
your State budget in Massachusetts. 

No, you’ve got the right man for the 
job here. You’ve got the right person for 
the job. And I want to thank you for back-
ing him. 

And I’m real proud of his wife, Ann. 
She’ll be a great first lady for Massachu-
setts. She’s a dedicated mom. She’s looking 
forward to working hard with Mitt to do 
everything they can to help everybody in 
the State of Massachusetts, to help people 
get ahead in this State. 

Mitt and I married above ourselves— 
[laughter]—in my case, by a long shot. 
[Laughter] Yes, I know. Laura sends her 
best to the Romneys, sends her love to 
our friends here. She is—I can’t tell you 
how proud I am of her. You know, when 
I married her, she was a public school li-
brarian in Texas. The truth of the matter 
is, she didn’t like politics—[laughter]—nor 
did she like politicians. [Laughter] Now 
she’s stuck with me. [Laughter] 

But the American people have gotten to 
see why I asked her to marry me. She 
is steady. She’s calm. She’s—in my judg-
ment, and I must confess it’s not very ob-
jective—she’s a class act. A lot of her bud-
dies in Texas are wondering why she said 

yes to my proposal. [Laughter] But she 
sends her best. 

I’m also honored to be here with the 
next Lieutenant Governor, Kerry Healey. 
I’m impressed by Kerry’s know-how, her 
knowledge. She’s a smart, smart lady, and 
she’s going to make a great Lieutenant 
Governor. 

You all have got a great team here, a 
great team to represent you. And so I want 
to thank you for coming. I want to thank 
those of you who are involved with grass-
roots politics here in Massachusetts for 
what you have done and, more importantly, 
what you’re going to do. See, you can’t 
win a race unless you’ve got citizens willing 
to go to the coffee shops and the commu-
nity centers, the churches and synagogues 
and mosques, and talk up good people 
when you find them. You’ve got two good 
ones here. And you owe it to them, in 
my judgment, for the sake of the future 
of your State, to do everything you can 
between now and election day to turn out 
the vote. The votes are there. They need 
your help in turning them out. 

I appreciate the agenda of the next Gov-
ernor and Lieutenant Governor. It starts 
with jobs. You’ve got to have you somebody 
in the Governor’s office who can recruit, 
who knows the language of the entre-
preneur, who understands how small busi-
nesses are created and function, in order 
to make sure that not only is the landscape 
here good for attracting jobs but he can 
recruit jobs. 

See, you need somebody who knows 
what they’re talking about when it comes 
to making sure the people of this important 
State can find work. And there’s no ques-
tion in my mind Mitt Romney knows what 
he’s talking about. He knows—he knows 
capital. He knows entrepreneurship. He 
understands small-business creation. 

The role of Government is not to create 
wealth. That’s what other people might 
think. The role of Government is to create 
an environment in which the entrepreneur 
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can flourish, in which the small business 
can grow to be big business. 

That’s why he also is focusing on infra-
structure, to make sure your transportation 
system is efficient, cost-effective, works 
well. [Laughter] It’s an important part of 
making sure the environment for attracting 
jobs is competitive, and Mitt understands 
that. 

But what I like best about him is, they 
understand—Mitt and Kerry understand— 
the number one priority of any State is 
the education of the children of the State. 
See, I used to say—I used to put it this 
way: Education is to a State what national 
defense is to the Federal Government. It’s 
the most important priority. And this team 
has got education as a priority. 

We share a philosophy. It’s a philosophy 
incorporated in the No Child Left Behind 
bill that I had the honor of signing. It starts 
with the belief that every child can learn, 
a belief that there ought to be high stand-
ards and high expectations in our society. 
You’ve got to have a Governor who is will-
ing to challenge the soft bigotry of low 
expectations. If you lower the bar, see, if 
you believe certain children can’t learn— 
inner-city kids, kids whose parents may not 
speak English as a first language—if you 
believe that, the systems will reflect that. 
They’ll just shuffle the kids through. That’s 
unacceptable anywhere in the United States 
of America. 

Part of what this next team, the Gov-
ernor and Lieutenant Governor, believe is, 
you’ve got to decentralize power; you’ve got 
to trust local people to manage the path 
to excellence. If you have high standards 
and local control of schools, you’re more 
likely to achieve educational excellence. But 
finally, the cornerstone of the new bill and 
a cornerstone of any good education policy 
is this: If you take money, taxpayers’ 
money, you need to show society whether 
or not the children are learning to read 
and write and add and subtract. 

You see, if you believe every child can 
learn, if you believe every child can learn, 

then you want to know if every child is 
learning, and therefore you measure. If you 
have no accountability, how do you know? 
If you have no accountability, you’re more 
likely just to shuffle the kids through and, 
at the end of the process, you say, ‘‘Oops, 
they forgot to learn to read,’’ and that’s 
unacceptable. You need to have a Governor 
and a Lieutenant Governor who are willing 
to hold people accountable and are willing 
to praise success but willing to blow the 
whistle on failure when you find kids 
trapped in schools which will not teach and 
will not change. 

Now, they’ve got a good, positive agenda. 
They’ve got a good, positive agenda. When 
they get in there, they’re going to represent 
everybody, not just those who voted for 
them, not just the 50-percent-plus that 
voted for them. [Laughter] They’re going 
to represent all the people. They believe 
in uniting people, not dividing people. They 
believe in rejecting old-style politics. This 
team is going to be a breath of fresh air 
for the citizens of Massachusetts. 

I’m confident they’ll make this State a 
safer, stronger, and better place. And that’s 
what I want to do for our country. A 
stronger country—a stronger country is one 
in which our citizens can find work—that’s 
a stronger country—a country in which the 
job base is expanding, a country in which 
somebody who wants to put food on the 
table is able to do so. Too many of our 
citizens can’t find work—although we got 
some good news today, an indication that 
the economy has got the foundation for 
growth. The unemployment rate dropped, 
which is good news. 

But that’s not good enough; it’s not good 
enough. There are still too many people 
who wonder whether or not they’re going 
to be able to find employment. My job 
is to continue to insist upon growth, urge 
Congress to pass the necessary legislation 
to create the environment for growth. 

And we’ve got a good chance to do that 
before they go home to campaign, and that 
is to pass a terrorism insurance bill. Here’s 

1729 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00578 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.013 193761

Oct. 4 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

the problem we face in America: Over $15 
billion worth of construction projects have 
been put on hold or canceled because of 
the lack of terrorism insurance. See, after 
the enemy hit us on September the 11th, 
it distorted market. You can’t find insur-
ance; you can’t go forward with a project. 

And therefore, I think it’s a useful tool 
of the Federal Government to provide— 
to mitigate some of that risk. Congress has 
been talking about this, now, for a long 
time. The House of Representatives passed 
a bill. The Senate passed a bill. They’re 
still talking about it. I’m convinced when 
they pass a good terrorism insurance bill 
that rewards hardhats and not trial lawyers, 
300,000 additional Americans will find 
work. No, they get a bill to my desk— 
they get a bill to my desk before they go 
home and help this economy. There’s a 
lot of plumbers and bricklayers, iron-
workers, good solid Americans who are 
going to more likely find work, 300,000 of 
them, if they can get these projects back. 
If Congress is worried about the economy 
like I am, they need to join us. 

They also need to make sure the tax 
cuts are permanent. Let me tell you my 
thoughts about tax relief. When your econ-
omy is kind of ooching along, it’s important 
to let people have more of their own 
money. Here’s the page out of the text-
book—here’s the page out of the textbook 
that I believe is important. I know Romney 
feels the same way. If you let somebody 
keep more of their own money, they’re 
likely to demand a good or a service. And 
when they demand a good or a service 
in this system, somebody is likely to 
produce that good or a service. And when 
somebody produces that good or a service, 
somebody is more likely to be able to find 
work. For the sake of job creation, for the 
sake of helping people put food on the 
table, the tax relief plan we passed came 
at the exact right time. 

And in that tax relief plan, we cut rates, 
which is good for small-business creation. 
Most small businesses are sole proprietor-

ships or limited partnerships. They pay 
their taxes at the income tax rate—the per-
sonal income tax level. And so when you 
cut taxes, really what you’re doing is, you’re 
stimulating small-business growth. Seventy 
percent of new jobs in America are created 
by small businesses. The tax cut was good 
for the small-business owners. 

We slashed the marriage penalty. We 
want the Tax Code to encourage marriage 
and families, not discourage marriage. 

We did something really important for 
the entrepreneurs and new startups and 
farmers and ranchers. We put the death 
tax on its way to extinction. The death tax 
is bad—it’s a bad tax; it’s an unfair tax. 

But the reason I’m still having to talk 
about this issue is, because of a quirk in 
the law, how the rules in the Senate, that 
tax cut really doesn’t go—it doesn’t stay 
permanent. It’s like the Senate giveth with 
one hand and taketh away with the other. 
[Laughter] See, in 10 years’ time, we revert 
back to where we were when the tax relief 
plan was passed. I know it doesn’t make 
any sense, but that’s just the way they oper-
ate over there. [Laughter] For the sake of 
job creation, for the sake of encouraging 
the entrepreneur to be able to plan, for 
the sake of making sure that our economy 
is strong and the foundation of growth is 
solid—the United States Congress needs to 
make the tax cuts permanent. 

And they’ve got to do one other thing 
before they go out of town. They’ve got 
to remember whose money they’re spend-
ing. Yes, it’s not the Government’s money; 
it’s the people’s money. And I’m sad to 
report—and I’m sad to report that the 
United States Senate could not pass a 
budget. That’s a pretty scary thought. See, 
if you don’t have a budget, if you don’t 
have constraints in Washington, you’re lia-
ble to get a little overspending, because, 
see, every idea sounds like a great idea 
there. [Laughter] Every idea is just fan-
tastic. [Laughter] The problem is, they all 
come with billions of dollars’ worth of price 
tags. 
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If we overspend, it’ll serve as a drag on 
economic growth and vitality. I submitted 
a budget that leads us toward getting back 
into balance. It sets priorities. For the sake 
of economic growth and jobs, the United 
States Congress must be fiscally respon-
sible, must not overspend, must spend only 
on priorities and not that which they think 
will get them easily reelected. For the sake 
of job creation, we need fiscal sanity in 
Washington, DC. 

I am optimistic about our economy, but 
we’ve got more work to do. And I want 
you to know that I will spend a lot of 
time working to strengthen this economy 
in any way I can. 

Having said that, my number one priority 
is to make America a safer place, because 
I understand there’s still an enemy out 
there which hates America. And I want to 
tell you why they hate us, at least my opin-
ion about why they hate us. They hate us 
for what we love. They hate us because 
we love freedom. They hate us because 
we love the idea that people can worship 
an almighty God any way he or she sees 
fit. They hate us because we love political 
discourse in a free society. They hate us 
because of our free press. They hate every-
thing about us because of our freedom. 

And there’s another—there are a lot of 
distinguishing features, but one of the most 
clear ones to me is this: We value life in 
America. We say everybody is precious. Ev-
erybody counts. Every life has worth. Every 
life has dignity. They don’t value life. 
They’re willing to hijack a great religion 
and take innocent life in the name of that 
religion. 

And they’re still out there. And so long 
as they’re out there, the number one job 
of your Government is to protect innocent 
life, is to protect the enemy from hitting 
us again. You need to know there are a 
lot of good people working long hours to 
do everything in their power to disrupt, 
to find, to hunt down, to—anything we can 
do, within the United States Constitution, 
to protect the American people. 

We’re doing a better job of talking to 
each other. We’re doing a better job of 
sharing information. We are on alert. We 
understand they’re out there. There’s a lot 
of fine folks at the Federal level, a lot 
of great police officers at the State and 
local level, a lot of people in the sheriff’s 
department, a lot of emergency respond-
ers—a lot of people working hard. 

But in order to make sure we do the 
job better, I have asked Congress to create 
what they call the Department of Home-
land Security. And let me tell you why I 
asked them to do that. I asked them to 
do it because there’s over a hundred agen-
cies in Washington involved with homeland 
security. And they’re scattered everywhere, 
and it seemed like to me, in order to make 
sure that we align authority and responsi-
bility, they ought to be under one boss— 
at least the functions for the homeland 
ought to be coordinated. If the number 
one priority of the Government is to pro-
tect you, we ought to have the ability to 
make sure that culture changes within 
agencies so it becomes the number one 
priority. 

And I asked Congress to join me. And 
the House passed a bill, and they still can’t 
get it out of the Senate. They’re fixing to 
go home, and they’re still arguing over 
homeland security. And I’ll tell you why: 
There are some up there who believe that 
they ought to micromanage the process. 

And I’ll give you an example. They want 
these work rules to make it difficult for 
the Secretary and the President and future 
Secretaries and Presidents to be able to 
move people to the right place at the right 
time in order to respond to an enemy. For 
example, if you’re working for Customs, we 
thought it was a wise idea to have people 
wear radiation detection devices in order 
to be able to determine whether somebody 
is trying to smuggle weapons of mass de-
struction into America. The union wanted 
to take that to collective bargaining. It 
would have taken over a year to determine 
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whether or not people could carry detec-
tion devices. That doesn’t make any sense 
for me. 

We’ve got a border. We need to know 
who’s coming in our country, what they’re 
bringing in the country, why they’re bring-
ing what they’re bringing into their country. 
We’ve got three different agencies on the 
border—fine people, really good people 
working hard. I’m proud that I’m a Fed-
eral—Federal employee with them. But 
we’ve got the Border Patrol and the INS 
and the Customs. They wear different uni-
forms. In some sectors, they may have dif-
ferent strategies. They need to be able to 
be knitted up. They need to be able to 
work in concert. They need to be able to 
do everything they can to make sure that 
we understand our borders are functioning 
properly. 

See, and I need the flexibility. We cannot 
leave a legacy behind of micromanagement 
and unnecessary work rules and inflexible— 
inflexible rules on managers. I’m all for 
public employees being able to bargain col-
lectively if that’s what they choose to do. 
But I’m also for making sure the President, 
in the name of national security, has the 
capacity to put people at the right place 
at the right time to protect America. 

They need to get it done. They need 
to get something done up there. They need 
to get it to my desk before they go home. 

But the best way to protect our home-
land, in the short run and in the long run, 
is to hunt the killers down, one person 
at a time, and bring them to justice. 

This is a different kind of war. I spent 
a lot of time talking to our fellow citizens 
about this, and it’s important for America 
to understand. I think they do. This is a 
different kind of war. You don’t measure 
progress in this war based upon the num-
ber of ships sunk or the numbers of tanks 
dismantled or the number of aircraft 
grounded. You measure progress in this war 
by the number of killers brought to justice, 
and that’s why I say ‘‘hunting them down 

one person at a time,’’ which is precisely 
the strategy we’re employing. 

It starts with upholding doctrine. The 
doctrine which says, ‘‘Either you’re with us, 
or you’re with the enemy,’’ still stands. We 
still got this coalition of freedom-loving na-
tions we’re working together with. And 
we’re hunting them down. 

The other day, one of them popped up— 
popped his head up—named bin al-Shibh. 
He’s no longer a problem. He would have 
been a problem—he would have been a 
problem. This is the fellow that was brag-
ging about the fact that, had he gotten a 
visa, he would have been one of the 20th— 
he would have been the 20th killer that 
would have come to America and killed 
innocent lives. That’s what he bragged 
about. 

Thanks to hard-working—the hard work 
of our intelligence folks and our United 
States military and our friends and allies, 
this guy is not a problem anymore, and 
neither are a couple of thousand of them 
just like him who have been detained. And 
about that many weren’t as lucky. Slowly 
but surely, slowly but surely, we’re disman-
tling the Al Qaida network. Sometimes 
you’ll see it on your TV screens; sometimes 
you won’t. 

Sometimes—I sent a significant increase 
in our defense spending, the largest since 
Ronald Reagan was the President, to the 
Congress for two reasons—two reasons: 
One, anytime we put our troops into harm’s 
way, they deserve the best pay, the best 
training, and the best possible equipment; 
and secondly, I sent a message to friend 
and foe alike that, when it comes to the 
defense of our freedom, it comes to our 
desire to make the world more peaceful, 
there’s no artificial deadline for America. 
There’s no time when, all of a sudden, it 
says, well, we—the calendar shows up, and 
it’s time to quit. There’s no quit in this 
country because we love freedom; we love 
our peace. We owe it to our children and 
our children’s children. 
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I asked Congress to get the defense bill 
to my desk. The House passed it. The Sen-
ate passed it. But they haven’t come to 
conclusion yet. They need to get it to my 
desk before they go home. I hope they 
will. I know there’s a lot of good people 
from both parties working hard to get the 
bill done. But we’re at war, and at the 
very minimum, they ought to get the de-
fense bill passed in time of war and get 
it to my desk before they go home. 

I want to remind you all about what I 
said earlier. We value each life. Everybody 
counts. That is not just for American life; 
that’s every life, by the way. That’s what 
America thinks. 

I want to remind you as well that when 
we upheld the doctrine that says, ‘‘If you 
harbor a terrorist and feed one of them, 
you’re just as guilty as the terrorist’’—and 
when we upheld that doctrine in Afghani-
stan, we went in not to conquer anybody; 
we went in to liberate people from the 
clutches of a barbaric regime. You need 
to tell your children—you need to tell chil-
dren who wonder about this war, about 
the nature of your country that we love 
peace, that we’re going to secure our 
homeland, and that, thanks to the United 
States of America in the first theater of 
the first war of the 21st century, many 
young girls now go to school for the first 
time—that this country loves freedom, and 
we value each and every life. 

We also must recognize threats when we 
see them, and deal with them. See, Sep-
tember 11th taught us a new lesson about 
our vulnerabilities. Prior to that, it used 
to be that we could be protected by two 
oceans. And unrest or what was going on 
in a different part of the world—it might 
have been okay sometimes, because we 
were protected. No longer is that the case. 
We’re now the battlefield, because of what 
we believe in and what we hold dear. And 
since we’re never going to relinquish those 
freedoms or love for freedom, since we’re 
never going to back down from the things 

we hold dear, we’ll continue to be a battle-
field until the world is more secure. 

We’ve got a true threat facing us, a 
threat that faces our very homeland. And 
that is Saddam Hussein. And I want to 
explain to you about Saddam Hussein, just 
quickly, if I might. 

This is a man who has used weapons 
of mass destruction. He used them on his 
own people. He used them on his neigh-
bors. 

This is a man who said he wouldn’t have 
weapons of mass destruction, yet he does. 
This is a man who, 11 years ago, said he 
wouldn’t harbor terrorists; he wouldn’t de-
velop chemical or biological weapons. This 
is a man who said he would free prisoners. 
He has lied and deceived and denied for 
11 long years. 

This is a man who continues to torture 
people in his own country who disagree 
with him. He’s a coldblooded killer. This 
is a man who I believe strongly thinks he 
can use terrorist networks to foster his own 
ambitions. This is a man who, when they 
went into Iraq the first time, it was discov-
ered that he was a short period away from 
developing a nuclear weapon. 

This is a man who has invaded two coun-
tries. This is a man who is a threat—he’s 
a threat to the United States; he’s a threat 
to Israel; he’s a threat to neighbors of his. 
He is a threat. 

My job is to protect the American peo-
ple. My job is to anticipate. And so I went 
to the United Nations. I went to the United 
Nations because I want the United Nations 
to be effective. I went to the United Na-
tions and—to remind them that for 11 
years, this man has defied 16 resolutions. 
Time and time and time again, he has ig-
nored the United Nations. I basically said, 
‘‘You can be an effective body to help us 
keep the peace, or you can be the League 
of Nations.’’ 

It’s up to them. It’s up to them. We 
will continue to work with our friends in 
the United Nations for peace, to deal with 
threats, to not ignore reality. I want the 
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United Nations to be effective. I want them 
to do their job of disarming Saddam Hus-
sein. 

The choice is theirs, and the choice is 
also Mr. Saddam Hussein’s choice. There 
are no negotiations. There’s nothing to ne-
gotiate. He said he wouldn’t have weapons 
of mass destruction, and that’s what those 
of us who love peace expect. We expect 
him not to have weapons of mass destruc-
tion. 

But I want to tell you all, for the sake 
of our freedom, for the sake of peace, if 
the United Nations won’t make the deci-
sion, if Saddam Hussein continues to lie 
and deceive, the United States will lead 
a coalition to disarm this man before he 
harms America and our friends. 

The military’s not my first choice, but 
peace is; peace is my first choice. And 
we’re not—what I just told you is a senti-
ment that’s becoming more and more 
shared in Washington. I was honored this 
week to stand on the steps of the Rose 
Garden with Speaker Hastert, Minority 
Leader Gephardt, Leader Lott, Senator 
Lieberman, Senator McCain, Senator Bayh, 
just to name a few of both Republicans 
and Democrats who are coming together 
to speak with one voice, a voice out of 
concern for the future of our country and 
for the future of our friends. 

This country next week will be having 
a big debate on a really important, historic 
resolution. I welcome the debate. This is 
not a political debate. It’s a debate about 
peace and security. I also think it’s about— 
a debate about responsibility for those of 
us who’ve been given high office. I believe 
we have a responsibility to speak clearly, 
to defend that which we hold dear, to be 
determined. And by doing so, we can 
achieve peace. We can achieve peace for 
America by speaking strongly against terror, 
by holding our line, the values we hold 
free—of freedom. 

We can achieve peace in the Middle 
East. We can achieve peace in South Asia. 
I know the enemy hit us, but out of the 

evil done to America that day has a chance 
to come a more peaceful world. They also 
hit us, and out of the evil done to America 
that day can come a better world for Amer-
ica, too. 

You know, I don’t know what was on 
their mind. They probably thought that, 
after September the 11th, 2001, somebody 
might file a lawsuit or two. [Laughter] They 
didn’t know. They didn’t know who they’re 
dealing with. They’re dealing with a great 
country, a country which can be tough but 
a country which also can be compassionate. 

See, in our midst of plenty, there are 
people who hurt in America, people who 
are addicted, people who are lost. When 
you say ‘‘American Dream,’’ they go, ‘‘What 
the heck are you talking about—American 
Dream?’’ They don’t know. 

And when one of us hurts, we all got 
to realize all of us hurt in this country. 
We must do everything we can to eradicate 
those pockets of despair. And the best way 
to do so, in my judgment, is to unleash 
the character of our country. See, Govern-
ment can hand out money, and sometimes 
we do a pretty darn good job of it. [Laugh-
ter] But what Government cannot do is 
put hope in people’s hearts or sense of 
purpose in people’s lives. That’s done when 
a fellow American hears the universal call 
to love a neighbor just like you’d like to 
be loved yourself. 

If you want to fight evil here in America, 
do some good. You see, it’s the millions 
of acts of kindness and compassion that 
really define the true character of our 
country and will enable us to defy the kill-
ers by making this country a more compas-
sionate and decent place. Mentor a child. 
Help a shut-in. Start a Boys Club or a 
Girls Club. Tell somebody you love them. 
These acts of kindness don’t have to be 
huge; they’ve just got to be significant 
enough to change America one person at 
a time. No, they hit us—they hit us—they 
didn’t know what they were getting into. 
They had no idea what they were getting 
into. 
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I truly believe that this country is going 
to be a stronger and better place, because 
I understand the nature of America. See, 
a lot of us took a step back after what 
happened to us that day and realized 
there’s something more important in life 
than self, something more important in life 
than materialism, that being a patriot is 
somebody more than just puts their hand 
over their heart; being a patriot is some-
body who does love a neighbor. 

And that’s going across all across this 
land. You know, I first got into politics be-
cause I believed that I could make a dif-
ference in helping change a culture, from 
one which said, ‘‘If it feels good, do it,’’ 
and ‘‘If you’ve got a problem, blame some-
body else.’’ See, I was hoping to help usher 
in a period of personal responsibility, when 
each of us understands we’re responsible 
for the decisions we make in life. 

If you’re responsible—if you’re a mother 
or dad, your most important responsibility 
is to love your child with all your heart 
and all your soul. If you’re living—if you’re 
living in Boston, Massachusetts, you’re re-
sponsible for helping people in need, not 
some faraway government. If you’re run-
ning a corporation, you’re responsible for 
telling the truth to your employees and 
your shareholders and the public. 

It’s happening—it’s happening. Perhaps 
the most vivid example was Flight 93, peo-

The President’s Radio Address 
October 5, 2002 

Good morning. This week leaders of the 
Congress agreed on a strong bipartisan res-
olution authorizing the use of force, if nec-
essary, to disarm Saddam Hussein and to 
defend the peace. Now both the House 
and the Senate will have an important de-
bate and an historic vote. Speaker Hastert 
and Leader Gephardt and Leader Lott did 

ple flying across the country. They heard 
from their loved ones that the plane was 
going to be used as a weapon. They said 
goodbye. They used the word ‘‘love’’ a lot. 
They said a prayer. A guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ 
They took the plane into the ground to 
serve something greater than themselves in 
life. 

No, the enemy hit us. But see, they 
didn’t know—they didn’t know the char-
acter of this great country. They didn’t real-
ize that this country is a country which 
will fight for peace, lead the world for 
peace. And this is a country which will 
make sure that everybody who lives here 
understands that the great American experi-
ence, the great hope of this country, is 
available for everybody. There’s no doubt 
in my mind we can accomplish these objec-
tives, because America is the greatest coun-
try, full of the finest people, on the face 
of the Earth. 

God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:48 p.m. in 
the Plaza Ballroom at the Seaport Hotel. In 
his remarks, he referred to Ramzi bin al-
Shibh, an Al Qaida operative suspected of 
helping to plan the September 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks, who was captured in Karachi, 
Pakistan; and President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq. 

tremendous work in building bipartisan 
support on this vital issue. 

The danger to America from the Iraqi 
regime is grave and growing. The regime 
is guilty of beginning two wars. It has a 
horrible history of striking without warning. 
In defiance of pledges to the United Na-
tions, Iraq has stockpiled biological and 
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chemical weapons and is rebuilding the fa-
cilities used to make more of those weap-
ons. Saddam Hussein has used these weap-
ons of death against innocent Iraqi people, 
and we have every reason to believe he 
will use them again. 

Iraq has longstanding ties to terrorist 
groups, which are capable of and willing 
to deliver weapons of mass death. And Iraq 
is ruled by perhaps the world’s most brutal 
dictator, who has already committed geno-
cide with chemical weapons, ordered the 
torture of children, and instituted the sys-
tematic rape of the wives and daughters 
of his political opponents. 

We cannot leave the future of peace and 
the security of America in the hands of 
this cruel and dangerous man. This dictator 
must be disarmed, and all the United Na-
tions resolutions against his brutality and 
support for terrorism must be enforced. 

The United States does not desire mili-
tary conflict, because we know the awful 
nature of war. Our country values life, and 
we will never seek war unless it is essential 
to security and justice. We hope that Iraq 
complies with the world’s demands. If, 
however, the Iraqi regime persists in its 
defiance, the use of force may become un-
avoidable. Delay, indecision, and inaction 
are not options for America, because they 
could lead to massive and sudden horror. 

Should force be required to bring 
Saddam to account, the United States will 
work with other nations to help the Iraqi 
people rebuild and form a just government. 

We have no quarrel with the Iraqi people. 
They are the daily victims of Saddam Hus-
sein’s oppression, and they will be the first 
to benefit when the world’s demands are 
met. 

American security, the safety of our 
friends, and the values of our country lead 
us to confront this gathering threat. By sup-
porting the resolution now before them, 
Members of Congress will send a clear 
message to Saddam: His only choice is to 
fully comply with the demands of the 
world. And the time for that choice is lim-
ited. Supporting this resolution will also 
show the resolve of the United States and 
will help spur the United Nations to act. 

I urge Americans to call their Members 
of Congress to make sure your voice is 
heard. The decision before Congress cannot 
be more consequential. I’m confident that 
members of both political parties will 
choose wisely. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9 a.m. 
on October 4 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
October 5. The transcript was made available 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Octo-
ber 4 but was embargoed for release until 
the broadcast. In his remarks, President Bush 
referred to President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of this 
address. 

Remarks to the Community in Manchester, New Hampshire 
October 5, 2002 

Thank you all very much. Please be seat-
ed, except for those of you who don’t have 
a chair. [Laughter] 

I’ve been here before. This was the site 
of the great pancake flip-off. [Laughter] A 
lot of time has passed since I was flipping 

pancakes in this armory. [Laughter] And 
I want to thank you all for coming. I want 
to thank my fellow citizens for taking time 
out of your day to give me a chance to 
come and talk about issues that confront 
our country, and my strong desire to work 
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with all who live in America to make Amer-
ica a safer, a stronger, and a better place. 

My dream is for this country to be a 
strong country, as importantly a safe coun-
try, and a country in which each of us 
who live here realizes the great American 
potential belongs to everybody. 

I want to thank you for bringing your 
families out to say hello. I want to thank 
you for sending some good people to Wash-
ington, DC. I’m proud to call Judd Gregg 
my friend. He’s doing a great job as the 
United States Senator. 

I’m honored that Governor Shaheen is 
here today. I appreciate her taking time 
out of her schedule to come and pay her 
respects to the Presidency. I appreciate the 
mayor of Manchester. I appreciate mem-
bers of the congressional delegation, Con-
gressman Charlie Bass and Congressman 
John Sununu, for joining us as well. 

I’m glad—I am glad that your mayor, 
the mayor of Manchester, Mayor Baines, 
is with us today. Mr. Mayor, thank you 
for coming as well. Ray Wieczorek is here, 
who is on the New Hampshire Executive 
Councilor. I appreciate Ray. 

But most of all, I appreciate my fellow 
citizens. I appreciate those of you who are 
here to work hard to make your community 
and New Hampshire a strong place. 

I want to tell you one of the things on 
my mind, and it’s: I worry about people 
being able to find work in America. Any-
time anybody who wants to work and can’t 
find a job says to me, we’ve got a problem, 
and we must do everything we can to grow 
our economy—that all of us together must 
work to do that which we can to enable 
our environment, our economic environ-
ment, to prosper, so people can find work. 
I want Americans to be able to put food 
on the table. 

And we’ve got an issue here in the coun-
try, and we’ve got to work together to solve 
it. Now, you’ve got to know something: I 
am optimistic about our economic future. 
First of all, I understand the American spir-
it. We’ve got the best workers in the world. 

We’ve got the best entrepreneurs in the 
world. Our productivity is the best there 
is. Interest rates are low. Inflation is low. 
The foundation for growth is solid. But it’s 
not good—going good enough. 

Yesterday we had a good report: The un-
employment rate dropped across the coun-
try. It’s still not good enough, and we ought 
to continue to do that which is necessary 
to grow our economy. And I’ve got a cou-
ple of ideas, and Congress can help. I read-
ily concede my vision of Government is 
not to create wealth but to create an envi-
ronment in which the small business can 
grow to be a big business, in which the 
entrepreneur can realize his or her dreams, 
in which our producers can find markets. 
The job of Government is to create an en-
vironment in which growth is possible. 

That’s why I am such a strong believer 
and strong advocate of letting people keep 
more of your own money. You see, it is 
when times are slow that you let people 
have money in their pocket. When some-
body has more money in their pocket, 
they’re more likely to demand a good or 
a service. And in the marketplace, when 
somebody demands a good or a service, 
somebody is likely to produce the good or 
a service. And when somebody produces 
a good or a service, somebody is more like-
ly able to find work. 

Tax relief came at the absolute right 
time. But the reason I’m still talking about 
it, the reason we have to talk about it is 
because there is a quirk in the Senate rules. 
On the one hand, they giveth; on the other 
hand, they taketh away, because after 10 
years the tax relief package ends. All the 
relief that had happened resorts back to 
the way it was prior to last year. I know 
that’s hard to understand. That’s one of 
those Washington things. 

But for the sake of economic vitality, 
Congress needs to make the tax cuts per-
manent. People need to be able to plan. 
Part of an environment which will encour-
age economic growth means people— 
there’s certainty. And there needs to be 
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certainty in the Tax Code. You can’t have 
a Tax Code that’s one way for a while and 
reverts back; that’s not certainty. 

The tax relief plan is incredibly good for 
small businesses. Most small businesses are 
sole proprietorships. Most small businesses 
are limited partnerships, which means the 
small business pays taxes at the income tax 
rate—personal income tax rates. And so 
therefore, when you reduce all rates, you 
inject needed capital into the small-business 
sector. Seventy percent of new jobs in 
America are created by small-business own-
ers. For the sake of job creation, for the 
sake of certainty, for the sake of the growth 
of our small-business sector, Congress 
needs to make the tax cuts permanent. 

A stronger America—a stronger America 
is one in which people can find work. We 
have got a problem when it comes to con-
struction projects in America. The terrorists 
hit us, and now—lot of folks who want 
to put steel in the ground can’t get insur-
ance. We need the Congress to act on ter-
rorism insurance. We need to have Con-
gress act as a stopgap for those who want 
to put construction projects forward. 
There’s over $15 billion of construction 
projects which are now on hold because 
we can’t get terrorism insurance done. 
They’ve been talking about it, but we can’t 
get it out of the—can’t get it out of what 
they call the conference committee. Fifteen 
billion dollars’ worth of projects are stalled, 
which means 300,000 jobs. 

My call to Congress, before they go 
home, for the sake of jobs, for the sake 
of putting hardhats back to work, for the 
sake of letting people have a chance to 
put food on their table, we need a ter-
rorism insurance package which does not 
reward trial lawyers but does reward the 
hardhats of America. 

Like you, I’m concerned about the fact 
that 401(k)s are being affected, that peo-
ple’s savings have been eroded. I’m con-
cerned about that. We need to create an 
environment in Washington which pro-
motes growth and certainty. 

One thing that will send a good message 
to markets and to our fellow Americans 
is if Washington can show some fiscal dis-
cipline. And that starts with understanding 
whose money we spend in Washington. 
We’re not spending the Government’s 
money. We’re spending your money in 
Washington, DC. 

See, we need to set priorities. We need 
to set clear priorities: Winning this war on 
terror and protecting the homeland, making 
sure our kids get educated. We ought to 
set priorities, but we ought not to spend 
beyond those priorities. And here’s the dan-
ger: There is no budget in the United 
States Senate. You see, if you don’t have 
a budget, guess what can happen, particu-
larly in an environment in which every idea 
sounds like a great idea? See, in Wash-
ington, every idea is—sounds wonderful. 
The problem in that town is, is that the 
price tag usually runs in the billions. With-
out a budget, there is a danger that the 
Congress will overspend. 

I submitted a budget that shows us get-
ting back to balance in a reasonable period 
of time if there’s fiscal sanity in Wash-
ington. For the sake of job creation, for 
the sake of improving the economic envi-
ronment here in America, the United States 
Congress must fund our priorities, must not 
try to get re-elected with extraneous spend-
ing, and must remember whose money we 
spend in Washington—and it is the people’s 
money. 

I will continue to work to make America 
a stronger country by working hard to im-
prove our economy, by working hard to 
help people find work, by working hard 
to bring confidence back into the American 
system. 

And by the way, that started with me 
having the honor of signing the most sig-
nificant corporate reforms since Franklin 
Roosevelt was the President. Here’s the 
message: If you’re running a corporation 
in America, we expect you to be open; we 
expect you to be honest; we expect you 
to treat your shareholders with respect; we 
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expect you to treat your employees with 
respect. If you break the law, we’re going 
to come and get you; you’re going to spend 
hard time. 

And we’re going to work hard to make 
sure America is a stronger place, but my 
most important job is to make America a 
safer place. I’m reminded of that every 
time I come and give a speech and see 
the little ones here. I’m also reminded, 
since some of them are going to sleep, to 
keep my speeches shorter. [Laughter] 

I want you to know that I say we have 
to work to make America a safer place be-
cause there is still an enemy out there who 
hates America. And they hate us because 
of what we love. They hate us because we 
love freedom in America. We love freedom 
to the point we will never back down and 
relinquish our freedoms. We love the idea 
of anybody in America being able to wor-
ship an almighty God any way he or she 
sees fit. We love the fact that in our society 
there is discourse about elections and poli-
tics. A free society has open debate. We 
love that. We love a free press. We love 
everything about our freedoms. And that’s 
why the enemy hates us. 

It’s hard for some youngsters to under-
stand that. But you’ve just got to know 
there are people that don’t value life, ei-
ther. See, that’s one of the things that dif-
ferentiates us. America says, ‘‘Everybody 
counts. Everybody matters. Every life has 
worth. Everybody is precious in the eyes 
of the Almighty.’’ And our enemy is willing 
to hijack a great religion and murder inno-
cent life without caring. And so long as 
they’re out there, we must do everything 
we can as a nation, as governments at the 
Federal, State, and local level, to protect 
the American people. It is our most impor-
tant and solemn job, and I take it seriously. 

I want you to know there are a lot of 
good people working incredibly hard on 
your behalf. We’re doing a much better 
job of sharing information than we had in 
the past. I mean, after all, we now know 
that America is a battlefield. Anytime we 

get a hint, anytime we get an idea that 
somebody might be trying to do something 
to some American somewhere, we are mov-
ing; we’re acting on it. We take every threat 
seriously. We are on alert as a nation. 
Times have changed, and you just need 
to know we have changed with the times. 

Now, I have asked Congress to join me 
on creating what I call a Department of 
Homeland Security, and I want to share 
right quickly why I did that. There’s over 
100 agencies in Washington involved with 
securing the homeland, or 100 agencies in-
volved with some aspect of doing their job 
that I expect them to do. 

But the problem is, is that with so many 
agencies scattered around, it’s hard to align 
authority and responsibility. It’s hard to 
have accountability. It’s hard to make sure 
the cultures of the agency are aligned prop-
erly. It’s hard to make sure their number 
one job is to protect you. And so therefore, 
I said, ‘‘Let’s create this Department so 
that we can say to the American people, 
we’re doing everything we can to protect 
you.’’ 

The House passed a good bill. The Sen-
ate is still debating it. And here’s the issue. 
The issue is whether or not the Senate 
is going to micromanage the executive 
branch and future Presidents or whether 
or not this President and future Presidents 
and the Cabinet Secretaries will be able 
to move the right people to the right place 
at the right time to protect the American 
people. The question is this: Are we going 
to have rules, civil servant rules, which will 
make the process so cumbersome that we 
can’t respond? 

I’ll give you an example. The Customs 
Service thought it appropriate that our in-
spectors wear radiation detection devices on 
their belts. That makes sense. If you’re 
worried about weapons of mass destruction 
coming into America, you want your in-
spectors to have the tools necessary to do 
their job. The union said that they needed 
to have a negotiating session; they needed 
to go to collective bargaining as to whether 
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or not the inspectors ought to be told to 
wear this, whether or not it would be invol-
untary or voluntary. That would take a long 
time to settle. 

Nothing wrong with collective bargaining 
rights, I’m all for them. But what I’m not 
for is work rules that prohibit us from 
doing the job of protecting the American 
people. 

This is a chance for people of both par-
ties to come together and leave behind a 
legacy, because this enemy isn’t going away 
anytime soon. And protecting the homeland 
is going to be an important job of future 
Presidents. So for the sake of the security 
of our country, I ask the Senate to be rea-
sonable, to be realistic, and to understand 
their job is to leave a legacy behind that 
will allow those of us who have gotten the 
position you’ve elected us to, to do the 
jobs you expect us to do. 

But the best way to secure the homeland 
in the short term and in the long term 
is to chase the killers down, one person 
at a time, and bring them to justice. And 
that is what we’re going to continue to do. 
This is a different kind of war. We’re not 
used to this kind of war we fight. In the 
old days, it used to be you could destroy 
an enemy’s tanks or airplanes or ships, and 
you’re making progress. The people we 
fight don’t have tanks or airplanes. These 
are coldblooded killers who hide in caves 
or the dark recesses of certain cities and 
send youngsters to their suicidal deaths. 
That’s why I say our job is to hunt them 
down, one at a time. 

The doctrine that says, ‘‘Either you’re 
with us, or you’re with the enemy,’’ still 
stands. And as a result, there’s still a coali-
tion of freedom-loving countries that are 
after the killers. And we’re doing a good 
job. Sometimes you’ll see the progress on 
your TVs, and sometimes you won’t, in this 
new war. 

The other day, you saw progress when 
this fellow named bin al-Shibh, he popped 
his head up. [Laughter] He’s no longer a 
threat to the United States and our friends 

and allies. He was the man who thought 
he was—wanted to be the 20th hijacker, 
bragged about the fact that he wanted to 
be one that was able to kill thousands of 
our citizens. 

We’re calling them in one at a time. I 
bet you we’ve captured over a couple of 
thousand of them. And a like number 
haven’t been as lucky, and like number 
weren’t as lucky because we have got a 
fantastic United States military. I want you 
to know I have great confidence in the 
men and women who wear the uniform 
of the United States. I have great respect 
for the men and women who wear the uni-
form. For the loved ones of those who wear 
the uniform, I thank you as well for your 
sacrifice, along with theirs, on behalf of 
a grateful nation. 

I submitted to the United States Con-
gress the largest increase in defense spend-
ing since Ronald Reagan was the President. 
I did so for two reasons: One, anytime we 
send our youngsters into harm’s way, they 
deserve the best pay, the best training, and 
the best possible equipment. And secondly, 
I wanted to send a clear message to friend 
and foe alike that when it comes to the 
defense of our freedoms and values we 
hold dear, the United States is in for the 
long haul. There is no calendar on my desk 
that says, by such-and-such a date, we pret-
ty well had it, time to quit. When it comes 
to the defense of that which we love, which 
is our country, when it comes to doing 
our duty, which is to protect the future 
for our children and our children’s chil-
dren, when it comes to the defense of the 
peace, the United States of America will 
stay the course. 

I have sent that bill to the Congress. 
It hasn’t made it to my desk yet. We are 
at war. I expect to get the defense bill, 
the defense appropriations bill, on my desk 
before the Congress goes home. For the 
sake of sending the right message, Congress 
should not play politics with the defense 
appropriations bill. 
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Our job is to keep the peace. Our job 
is to make the world a more peaceful place. 
And sometimes it’s a pretty steep hill to 
get there. Sometimes we’re going to have 
to cross some hurdles. Sometimes we’re 
going to have to anticipate problems before 
they become so acute that it will be dif-
ficult to keep the peace. One such area, 
where the Nation is now beginning an im-
portant national discourse, is with Iraq. 
This is a country which, 11 years ago, 
promised the world they would have no 
weapons of mass destruction. And yet, for 
11 years they have lied and deceived the 
world community. This is a country run 
by one of the most brutal dictators in mod-
ern history. On Monday night, I will make 
the case to the country on TV yet again, 
but I want to share some of my thoughts 
with you here. 

I want you to remember that this is a 
man who kills his opponents in cold blood. 
This is a person who suppressed people. 
This is a person who has used weapons 
of mass destruction on his own citizens. 
This is a person who has used weapons 
of mass destruction on people in his neigh-
borhood. This is a person who hates Amer-
ica and yet still possesses weapons of mass 
destruction. 

At one time, inspectors had a free hand 
in Iraq, like they should have, and they 
determined that had this man not been 
checked in the early nineties, he would 
have had possession of a nuclear weapon. 
He still wants to have a nuclear weapon. 
This is a man who has used weapons of 
mass destruction. This is a man who hates 
so much, he’s willing to kill his own people, 
much less Americans. This is a man who 
would be a tremendous threat to world 
peace and security if he ever were to have 
and possess a weapon of mass destruction 
as devastating as a nuclear weapon. 

I went to the United Nations the other 
day because I wanted to make it clear, a 
couple of things. One, I want the United 
Nations to be successful. We face a new 
threat for world peace. We’re dealing with 

these treacherous terrorist organizations 
who have designs and desires to hook up 
with nations such as Iraq that have devel-
oped weapons of mass destruction. See, old 
Saddam might not have to show up, but 
he might get a surrogate who could do 
it for him. 

In order to deal with those new threats, 
in order to deal with the reality that Amer-
ica is no longer protected by two vast 
oceans, it seemed like—sense to me that 
we should give the United Nations—to be 
an effective peacekeeping body, somebody 
who would keep the peace, somebody who 
was strong enough. Well, I’ve told the 
United Nations, ‘‘Either you can be the 
United Nations, or you can be the League 
of Nations; your choice.’’ 

Sixteen different times the United Na-
tions, an important world body, has said, 
‘‘You must disarm.’’ Sixteen times, and he’s 
defied them all 16 times. He’s lied, and 
he’s deceived. And so now the choice is 
the United Nations to make. The choice 
is also Mr. Saddam Hussein’s to make. See, 
there’s no negotiations; there’s nothing to 
talk about. We don’t want you to have 
weapons of mass destruction. You agreed 
to that; you said you would agree to that. 
Now you’ve got to show the world you 
don’t have them. It’s up to you, Mr. Hus-
sein. 

Nobody likes war in America. We’re a 
peaceful nation. Nobody wants there to be 
war. On the other hand, a lot of folks— 
Republicans and Democrats, people who 
could care less about political parties—now 
are beginning to understand the true 
threat. In order to keep the peace, Mr. 
Hussein and the world community must 
work to disarm him. And if they won’t, 
I will lead a coalition of nations, like-mind-
ed nations to send the world that we long 
for peace—send a message: We long for 
peace in this world, and we will not let 
the world’s worst leaders threaten, black-
mail, hurt America, our friends and allies, 
with the world’s worst weapons. 
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We owe this to our children. We owe 
it to peace. We owe it for a peaceful world 
to deal with the threats we see. We cannot 
ignore history. We must not ignore reality. 
We must do everything we can to disarm 
this man before he hurts one single Amer-
ican. 

I am proud—I was proud the other day 
to stand in the Rose Garden with members 
of both political parties who agreed that 
this man is a threat—both political parties. 
We had the Speaker, and we had Dick 
Gephardt. From the Senate we had Trent 
Lott and Joe Lieberman and John McCain 
and Evan Bayh, Republicans and Demo-
crats alike. We’re working on a resolution 
so this country can speak with one voice 
when it comes to the defense of our free-
doms and our desire for peace. 

This is not an issue of political parties. 
This is an issue of national concern. I look 
forward to hearing the debate. I welcome 
the voices on all sides. I understand the 
need for there to be a good and honest 
and open discourse on peace and security 
and freedom. 

And as we work to secure the peace and 
to make the country a stronger and safer 
place, we’ve always got to remember to 
make America a better place, too, a better 
place for every single citizen who lives in 
this country. That starts with making sure 
that every child in America gets an edu-
cation—not some but every child. 

I was honored to work with Judd and 
Ted Kennedy. Believe it or not—[laugh-
ter]—it’s amazing what can happen when 
people put their minds to do what’s right 
for America and cast aside all the nonsense 
of the politics and focus on what’s right. 

I signed a really good education bill. I 
want to share it with you because it’s your 
responsibility, by the way, to make sure 
the citizens in this community get edu-
cated. See, I believe in local control of 
schools; that bill said that. But let me tell 
you two other things it said. 

It said two other things that are really 
important. It said, in America, we believe 

each child can learn. And therefore, we 
must set high standards and high expecta-
tions. As a nation, if we want America to 
be a better place, we must challenge the 
soft bigotry of low expectations. 

And you see, if you believe every child 
can learn, if you believe that—you’ve got 
to believe it; you just can’t say it; you’ve 
got to believe it. You’ve got to believe our 
inner-city kids can learn. You’ve got to be-
lieve that a child whose parents may not 
speak English as a first language can learn. 
You have to believe it. 

And if you do believe that, like I believe 
it, then you want to know. Then you want 
to know whether or not the children are 
learning. And therefore, in return for Fed-
eral money, we have said, ‘‘Show us, New 
Hampshire. You show us. You show us 
whether our children are learning to read 
and write and add and subtract. You chart 
the path to excellence, and you measure. 
In return for the biggest increase in edu-
cation spending in a long, long time, we 
expect every child to be educated. And 
when you find children in schools which 
will not teach and will not change, in order 
to make sure no child is left behind, you’ve 
got to demand something different. You’ve 
got to demand excellence in your schools 
for every single child.’’ 

A better America is one that says, we’re 
going to help people in need, but we want 
them to work. Any good welfare reauthor-
ization must have work as its central com-
ponent. We’ll help you, fine. We’ll train 
you. But work leads to dignity. Work gives 
people a hopeful future. 

A better America is one that recognizes 
that medicine has changed, but Govern-
ment programs like Medicare haven’t. 
Medicine is modern; Medicare isn’t. For 
the sake of a better America, our seniors 
need to be treated with a Medicare pro-
gram that includes prescription drugs and 
is a modern program. 

But see, one of the things that you’ve 
got to understand about Government: Gov-
ernment can hand out money, but what 
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Government cannot do is put love in a 
person’s life. What Government cannot do 
is put hope in hearts. And that’s why, in 
order to make sure that America is a better 
place, we’ve got to really unleash the great 
strength of America. And the great strength 
of this country is the people of this country. 
The great strength of America lay in the 
hearts and souls of our fellow Americans. 

Today we are honored—and I was hon-
ored at the airport there—to greet Bonnie 
Monahan and Patrick Fraser. They are two 
of our fellow citizens. Bonnie is the vice 
president of the Timberland Company, and 
Patrick works for the City Youth—City Year 
Youth Service Corps. And the reason I 
bring them up is, there’s two examples 
about what I’m talking about, about the 
great strength of the country. Timberland 
offers employees 40 hours of paid leave 
to volunteer in their communities. This 
good company, this company, which is 
doing their best to look at the bottom line, 
also understands the bottom line is more 
than just dollars and cents. The bottom line 
is being a good citizen. They provide paid 
leave for people to be involved with helping 
our community be a better place. They’ve 
got City Year Youth Service Corps, where 
Freedom Corps volunteers—kids who un-
derstand we can save America, one heart 
and one soul at a time—working in 
Timberland. I want to thank the City 
Corps, and I want to thank Timberland for 
coming. 

I want to thank you all for being here. 
See, it’s an important signal that one person 
can’t do everything, but one person can 
do something to be a part of changing 
America. People have often asked me, 
‘‘What can I do to help in the war against 
terror?’’ You can join the war against terror 
and fight evil by loving your neighbor just 
like you’d like to be loved yourself. 

A better America is an America which 
understands that in the midst of our plenty, 
there are people who hurt. There are pock-
ets of despair. There’s loneliness. Some 
communities you say, ‘‘Hey, American 

Dream,’’ and they go, ‘‘What does that 
mean? I don’t know what you’re talking 
about.’’ 

If one of us hurts, we all hurt. And 
therefore, we must do everything we can 
to make this country a better place, a more 
optimistic place. And it starts with each 
of us. If you want to be a part of a change 
of America, all you’ve got to do is put your 
arm around a neighbor in need and say, 
‘‘I love you.’’ Mentor a child. Start a Boy 
and Girls Club. Feed the hungry. Help 
house the homeless. 

And it’s happening in America. The 
amazing thing about September the 11th— 
a day in which we still grieve as a nation— 
we still send our prayers to those whose 
lives were completely disrupted. But this 
Nation is so strong and so confident and 
so good, instead of being cowed by the 
enemy, we rose up. Out of the evil done 
to America is going to come some incred-
ible good. I don’t know what was in the 
mind of the enemy. They must have 
thought we were so selfish and materialistic 
and self-absorbed that when they attacked 
us, we might file a lawsuit or two. [Laugh-
ter] 

Instead, what they’re finding out about 
this country is, we love our freedom. And 
if we remain strong and focused and tough 
when we need to, if we continue to speak 
clearly about right from wrong and defend 
the values, which are not American values 
but God-given values, we can achieve 
peace. We can achieve peace in the world. 
We can achieve peace for our citizens. 

And here at home, if we remember the 
definition, a patriot is something more than 
just putting your hand over your heart— 
the definition of a patriot in the face of 
the evil done to America is to serve some-
thing greater than yourself in life, is to 
help somebody in need, is to love a person, 
one at a time, as we remember that—which 
I know we will. 

The enemy will have hit us, but America 
will be a stronger, more compassionate, 

1743 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00592 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.014 193761

Oct. 5 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

better place for all of us. There’s no ques-
tion in my mind that we can meet our 
goals, that we can meet this challenge, be-
cause, my fellow Americans, this is the 
greatest nation, full of the finest people, 
on the face of the Earth. 

Thank you for coming. May God bless 
you all, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:32 a.m. at 
the National Guard Armory. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gov. Jeanne Shaheen of New 
Hampshire; Mayor Robert A. Baines of Man-
chester; Raymond J. Wieczorek, New Hamp-
shire Executive Councilor for District Four; 
and President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

Remarks at a Reception for Senatorial Candidate John Sununu in 
Manchester 
October 5, 2002 

Thank you all for coming. Listen, it’s 
good to be back. I had the honor of speak-
ing in the Armory before, and it’s the place 
where I cut my teeth in New Hampshire 
politics by flipping pancakes. [Laughter] 
But it was reminiscent of some really good 
times for Laura and me, and I recognize 
a lot of faces here, and I want to thank 
you all for coming. 

I’m here because I want to make it as 
plain as I can, John Sununu will be a great 
United States Senator for New Hampshire. 
It’s in my interests. It’s in New Hamp-
shire’s interests. It’s in the country’s inter-
ests that John Sununu be elected. 

I want to thank you all for working hard 
for his election. There’s no doubt in my 
mind that we will be able to work together 
to do what’s right for the country. 

I’m impressed by his record. First of all, 
I know something about what I’m about 
to speak. He and I share something in com-
mon: We’ve both got mothers still telling 
us what to do. [Laughter] He assures me 
he’s still listening to her—[laughter]—and 
I’m listening to mine—[laughter]—most of 
the time. 

We both married above ourselves. 
[Laughter] I want to thank Kitty Sununu, 
mother of three, for standing by John’s 
side. It’s tough to run for office. It’s hard 
on a family. But if you’ve got a good mar-
riage and if you prioritize your family, you 

can do anything. And I appreciate the 
Sununus’ love for each other, and I appre-
ciate their family values a lot. 

Laura sends her best. She made a lot 
of friends here in New Hampshire. She 
sends her love to her friends. She sends 
her best, of course, to the Sununus. She 
wishes she could be here. She is opening 
up a museum in Portland, Maine. You all 
drew the short straw. [Laughter] But she’s 
doing great. She’s doing great. I have been 
incredibly proud of her. The country has 
seen her grace and her strength and her 
calm when the pressure was on. People 
began to realize why I asked her to marry 
me, and some are a little confused as to 
say why she said yes, but nevertheless. 
[Laughter] I love her dearly. She is a fabu-
lous First Lady for the country. 

I appreciate Judd Gregg. He’s been a 
friend. He’s a solid citizen. He’s a really, 
really good United States Senator. He too 
married well. It’s great that Kathy’s here. 
But the Greggs are close friends of Laura 
and mine. We value their friendship, and 
I know you value his service to the great 
State of New Hampshire. 

I want to say a word about Bob Smith. 
Bob served well in the United States Sen-
ate. I was incredibly impressed by his gra-
ciousness on what had to have been a very 
difficult night for Bob and his family. He 
was gracious about John. He was strong 
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in his support. New Hampshire has been 
well represented by Senator Bob Smith. I 
too am proud to call him friend. And I 
appreciate his service to the country. 

I’m also proud to serve in Washington, 
DC, with a fine United States Congress-
man, a fellow I got to know pretty well 
as I traveled on John’s Winnebago all over 
the State of New Hampshire, and that’s 
Charlie Bass. I appreciate you, Charlie. I 
also look forward to being joined in Wash-
ington by the Congressman Jeb Bradley. 
I appreciate the campaign Jeb is running. 

And I’m honored to be here with the 
next Governor of the State of New Hamp-
shire, Craig Benson. I appreciate you, 
Craig. I know something about being a 
Governor, and I know what it takes to get 
elected. And I am impressed by the cam-
paign that Craig is running. He takes noth-
ing for granted. He’s out there in those 
coffee shops and knocking on those doors. 
He is traveling this State. He has got a 
burning desire to do what’s right for all 
the people of New Hampshire. I’m con-
fident he’s going to win, and I’m equally 
as confident that he’ll do a great job as 
your Governor. 

But most of all, I want to thank the 
grassroots activists of the State of New 
Hampshire for coming. I want to thank you 
for what you have done and, more impor-
tantly now, what you’re going to do. 

And I know what you can do in this 
State. You can turn out the vote. You can 
put up the signs. You can mail the mailers. 
You can get on the phones. John Sununu 
will be elected the United States Senator, 
not only because he’s got a good message 
and a good heart, but because of your hard 
work and your dedication to turn out the 
vote. 

I want to thank the chairman of the 
party, John Dowd, and Tom Rath, the na-
tional committeeman, and Nancy Merrill, 
the national committeewoman, for leading 
an active, strong grassroots organization. 
You need to go to your coffee shops. You 
need to go to your churches or your syna-

gogues or your mosques or any other place 
of worship. You need to go to your commu-
nity centers. And you need to tell every-
body in the State of New Hampshire, Re-
publican, Democrat, or Independent, that 
you’ve got some fine candidates, that John 
Sununu needs to be the United States Sen-
ator. 

And we’ve got some tough tasks ahead 
of us. We must work together to make 
sure Americans can find work. The way 
I like to put it is, anytime anybody who 
wants to work can’t find a job, we must 
do everything we can to seek to expand 
the job base. 

Now, the role of Government—John and 
I know this—is not to create wealth. The 
role of Government is to create an environ-
ment in which the small business can grow 
to be a big business, in which the entre-
preneur, the spirit of America, can flourish, 
in which our producers have got a chance 
to make a living. And so therefore, I need 
somebody in the Senate who understands 
that, somebody who also understands the 
importance, when the economy is slow, of 
letting people keep more of their own 
money. 

New Hampshire citizens of all political 
stripes must understand that when the 
economy is slow, that you don’t increase 
taxes on the American people, but you let 
people keep more of their own money. Be-
cause when they do, they demand a good 
or a service, and when they demand a good 
or a service, somebody in the marketplace 
is likely to produce the good or a service. 
And when somebody makes that decision 
to produce a good or a service, somebody 
is more likely to find work. 

For the sake of jobs in New Hampshire, 
for the sake of economic vitality in this 
State, you need a United States Senator 
who will join me in making the tax cuts 
permanent. 

John Sununu was with me from the be-
ginning. There was no question in my mind 
where he stood. He didn’t need to take 
a poll or a focus group to make his decision 
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about tax relief. He knew it was the right 
thing for the national economy. The prob-
lem we have and the reason we have to 
continue to talking about this issue is be-
cause of a quirk in the Senate rules. And 
I’m going to let old Judd—after I leave 
back to go see my mother—tell you how 
this happened. 

Let me just put it to you this way, in 
plain language. The Senate has got the kind 
of rule where you pass the tax cut, and 
in 10 years it goes back to where we were. 
The way I like to put it, if I can—in plain 
English is, on the one hand, they taketh 
away, on the other hand, they giveth. On 
the one hand they give tax relief; on the 
other hand, you don’t get tax relief. It’s 
hard to explain in Manchester, New Hamp-
shire, and it’s darn sure hard to explain 
in Crawford, Texas. 

But this isn’t hard to explain: That 
wouldn’t happen if you had a United States 
Senate which would vote to make the tax 
cuts permanent, and that Senator would be 
John Sununu. 

A couple of other things that we need 
to do in Washington to make sure our folks 
can find work. Listen, we’ve got a lot of 
construction projects which are on hold be-
cause people can’t get terrorism insurance. 
The enemy hit us, and they affected our 
economy. And one way they did was a lot 
of construction projects—like $15 billion 
worth—are not going forward because peo-
ple can’t get insurance, because of a poten-
tial terrorist attack. 

I think it is a legitimate use for Congress 
to kind of underwrite terrorism insurance. 
There is 300,000 jobs going begging, 
300,000 hardhats not finding work because 
we can’t get terrorism insurance. It doesn’t 
cost the American people anything if 
there’s not another attack. But it’ll help 
the economy grow. It’ll help make people— 
it’ll help people find work. John Sununu 
understands this. What we need to do is 
pass a terrorism insurance bill that does 
not reward trial lawyers but works to put 
our hardhats back to work in America. 

And finally, there’s a lot of things we 
can do to make the environment for eco-
nomic growth strong. But one thing we 
need to do for certain is to elect people 
who understand whose money we spend 
in Washington. You need to listen carefully 
to the debates that goes on in our Nation’s 
Capital. You see, some of them are—goes 
on with people trying to get to the Nation’s 
Capital. Some of them, they talk about the 
Government’s money. Folks, we don’t 
spend the Government’s money in Wash-
ington. We spend your money. And you 
better make sure you send somebody to 
Washington who is a fiscally responsible 
person. 

I know firsthand that John is. After all, 
he’s on the—he’s vice chairman of the 
Budget Committee in the House. And by 
the way, the House Budget Committee 
passed my budget, so the House has a 
budget. It gets us back to balance quickly. 
It funds priorities. It gets us back to bal-
ance as quickly as possible. It says, let’s 
be responsible with your money. 

We can’t get a budget out of the United 
States Senate. And if you don’t have a 
budget and because every idea in Wash-
ington sounds like a brilliant idea even 
though the price tag may run in the bil-
lions, we’ve got the danger of the Congress 
overspending. There’s no question in my 
mind that John Sununu will be responsible 
with the people’s money when he becomes 
the United States Senator. 

I think a lot about our economy. I’m 
going to do everything I can to increase 
the job base. I spend a lot of time on 
it. It’s one way to make sure the country 
is stronger. Another way to make sure 
we’ve got a strong country is to make sure 
that our Federal bench is a bench full of 
judges that don’t use their position from 
which to legislate. We’ve got plenty of leg-
islators. We don’t need our judges legis-
lating, we need them strictly interpreting 
the Constitution. 

That’s an issue in this campaign—the 
bench is an issue in this campaign. I named 
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a fabulous lady from Texas named Priscilla 
Owen. She’d been running statewide in our 
State several times, got elected overwhelm-
ingly, had strong Republican support, 
strong Democrat support, number one in 
her law school class, or tops of her law 
school class. She’s ranked the highest rating 
possible by the American Bar Association. 
She is a—you know, she’ll interpret the 
Constitution; she’s not going to try to re-
write it. 

And I sent her name up there and 
they—they weren’t fair with her record. 
They totally politicized the issue. They 
made this a huge political deal. For the 
sake of a solid judiciary, I need John 
Sununu in the United States Senate. 

I named a new man named Michael 
Estrada to one of our higher benches. It’s 
a great American success story. He couldn’t 
speak English when he came here. He’s 
now being nominated by the President to 
one of the highest benches because he’s 
a brilliant lawyer. He’s got fantastic support 
from Democrats and Republicans. John 
Sununu will cast his vote with Michael. 
Judd Gregg would. I wonder if the other 
candidate in this race would stand up and 
support the judicial nominees of a Presi-
dent George W. Bush. For the sake of a 
strong judiciary, we need John Sununu in 
the United States Senate. 

I also appreciate his understanding that 
our most important priority is to protect 
the homeland. See, there’s an enemy which 
still hates America lurking around. And so 
long as they lurk, we must do everything 
we can to protect America. That’s our most 
important job, is to protect you. There’s 
a lot of good folks working hard to do 
this. Listen, we’re running down every lead, 
every hint; every idea that somebody might 
hurt us, we’re following up on. 

But in order to make sure I can do a 
better job, I ask the Congress to join me 
in the creating of a Department of Home-
land Security. Listen, when I was cam-
paigning here I didn’t say, ‘‘Vote for me. 
I want your Government to be bigger.’’ I 

did say, ‘‘I want your Government to work 
where it needs to work.’’ And it needs to 
work in protecting the homeland. There’s 
over 100 agencies scattered around Wash-
ington that have got something to do with 
the homeland. 

So for the sake of better managing the 
Department, for the sake of being able to 
get people to work together, I said, ‘‘Let’s 
have it in one agency.’’ The House heard 
it. Judd Gregg has heard it. Sununu sup-
ported it. But it’s tied up in the Senate. 
And here’s the issue: Some Senators want 
there to be a thick book of managerial reg-
ulations which will prevent a President 
from putting the right people at the right 
place at the right time in order to respond 
to an enemy. Some people want there to 
be more bureaucracy than managerial flexi-
bility. 

One example, just one of many: We be-
lieve, and the Customs Service believes, 
that people ought to be wearing radiation 
detection devices when they inspect cargo, 
to determine whether or not a weapon of 
mass destruction is coming into the coun-
try. The union representing the customs 
agents said, ‘‘Wait a minute. You can’t 
make people wear radiation detection de-
vices. That’s a matter for collective bar-
gaining; we need a collective bargain over 
that,’’ which could have taken a year to 
do that. 

I need flexibility. I need a Senator who 
understands that this President and future 
Presidents—[applause]. 

The best way to protect America, how-
ever, is to chase these killers down, one 
at a time, one person at a time. And that 
is precisely what we are going to do. 

And they’re out there; they just are. 
We’re making progress. The doctrine that 
says, ‘‘Either you’re with us, or you’re with 
the enemy,’’ still stands. It’s just as impor-
tant today as it was the day after the attacks 
on September the 11th. And so there’s a 
lot of folks working with us. We’ve got 
good intelligence. We’re sharing it better 
than ever before. We’re cutting off their 
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money. We’re denying safe haven. If we 
can find them lighting somewhere, we get 
them on the run. And we pulled in a cou-
ple of thousand of them. 

And sometimes it makes news when we 
do it, and sometimes it doesn’t. This is 
just a different kind of war. In the old 
days, you destroyed an enemy’s tanks, and 
you say, ‘‘Well, we’re making progress’’; 
sunk a couple of ships and ‘‘We’re making 
progress.’’ These folks don’t have ships. 
They don’t have tanks. They hide in caves, 
and they send youngsters to their suicidal 
death. That guy al-Shibh, bin al-Shibh 
popped up, and he’s no longer a problem. 
[Laughter] We hauled him in. 

Slowly but surely, we are dismantling an 
Al Qaida terrorist network, and we’ve got 
a lot more work to do. By the way, we 
probably captured a couple of thousand of 
them, and just that many weren’t as lucky, 
thanks to the United States military. 

By the way, that doctrine that says, ‘‘If 
you harbor one of those terrorists, you’re 
just as guilty as the terrorists,’’ it still 
stands, too. But I want you to remind 
you—I want you to remind your kids, in 
all the midst of this talk about military this 
and that, that this great Nation did what 
it said it was going to do. And at the same 
time it upheld doctrine; it liberated people. 

We didn’t go to Afghanistan, nor will we 
ever go anywhere, to conquer anybody. 
See, we believe in freedom. That’s why the 
enemy hates us. We believe in freedom, 
and we went into Afghanistan—we freed 
people. Thanks to the United States, young 
girls now go to—many young girls now go 
to school for the first time because of our 
belief in freedom. Everybody counts. Ev-
erybody has got worth. 

I sent a bill up there to increase defense 
spending, a big increase, for two reasons. 
I hope you appreciate the reasons why. 
One, anytime we put our troops in harm’s 
way, we owe it to our troops; we owe it 
to their loved ones, to make sure they’ve 
got the best training, the best pay, and 
the best possible equipment. And secondly, 

it’s a clear signal that we’re in this deal 
for the long haul, that there’s not a artificial 
timeline that says: Well, we’ve had enough; 
we’re kind of tired; let’s quit. 

See, we need to send a signal—we know 
this here at home, but others need to know 
that when it comes to the defense of things 
which we hold dear, namely our free-
doms—our freedom to worship the way we 
see fit, the freedom to debate political 
issues in an open forum, the freedom of 
the press—when it comes to the defense 
of our freedoms, there is no timeframe. 
It doesn’t matter how long it takes. It 
doesn’t matter how difficult the task. The 
United States of America will defend our 
freedoms. 

I haven’t seen that defense bill yet. Judd 
voted for it, and John voted for it. I haven’t 
seen it yet. It’s stuck in committee. They 
don’t need to be playing politics with the 
defense bill right now. They need to get 
the bill done before they go home. They 
need to get the defense bill on my desk. 

I said we’re in this deal for the long 
haul, and we are. We’ll be chasing Al Qaida 
down. They think they can hide some-
where. They just cannot do that with Amer-
ica. The long arm of American and allied 
justice will seek them out. 

We’ve got some other tasks ahead as well 
to keep the peace and to make our country 
secure. And that of course is Iraq. There’s 
now a national debate, one which I encour-
age, one which I think is helpful, a national 
debate on how best to keep the peace, 
how best to secure the homeland, whether 
or not we ought to deal with threats before 
they become so severe that we may never 
be able to deal with them. It’s an important 
debate. 

Monday night I’ll be giving a talk to the 
Nation about my take on the debate. I want 
to share some thought with you right quick, 
and it’s this: The facts and the history of 
Iraq are pretty clear to me. This is a man 
who told the world he would not have 
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weapons of mass destruction, your chem-
ical, your biological or nuclear weapons. 
For 11 years he has lied. 

On the one hand, he said he wouldn’t 
have them—he does. And remember, this 
is a guy who’s used them. He not only 
has denied and deceived about possessing 
weapons; he’s actually used the weapons 
of mass destruction. He’s used the weapons 
of mass destruction against neighbors. He 
has used weapons of mass destruction 
against his own people. He hates America. 
He hates many of our friends. He hates 
Israel. He’s a man who continues to kill 
his own people who might dissent. When 
the inspectors were able to go into the 
country and have unfettered access, it was 
discovered that he was a short period away 
from owning a nuclear weapon. 

It’s an important debate we’re going to 
have here in America about how best to 
secure the homeland. I took the debate 
to the United Nations a while ago. One, 
I want the United Nations to be effective. 
I want there to be a body of freedom-
loving nations that, when they speak, some-
thing actually can happen. 

This is a man, as I reminded them, who 
has looked the United Nations in the eye 
for 11 long years and has defied them. Six-
teen times the Security Council passed res-
olution after resolution after resolution after 
resolution, and 16 times he defied them. 

My message was, ‘‘We want you to be 
effective. We’ve got a new kind of war we 
fight. You need to be effective. We want 
you to work. But it’s your choice. You can 
either be an effective United Nations, or 
you can be the League of Nations. You 
get to pick.’’ 

I also have said as clearly as I can that 
this isn’t an issue of inspectors. That’s what 
the process-oriented people want. This is 
an issue of disarmament. This is a man 
who has said he would disarm. The United 
Nations said he must 16 times. He said 
he would, but he hasn’t. The choice is his 
to make as well. And those choices will 
be made over time here. 

But for the sake of our peace, for the 
sake of our children’s future, if the United 
Nations will not act in strong fashion, if 
they continue to be ineffective, if Saddam 
Hussein makes the choice not to disarm, 
the United States and a lot of our friends 
will disarm him. For the sake of peace, 
for the sake of freedom, for the sake of 
our future and our children’s future, we 
will disarm him. 

The use of our military is my last choice, 
not my first. I take my responsibilities very 
seriously as the Commander in Chief. The 
use of force is not my first choice; it’s my 
last. But my first choice as well is not to 
allow the world’s worst leader to blackmail, 
to harm America with the world’s worst 
weapons. 

The United States Congress will speak 
to this issue next week. It’s a very, very 
important debate. This is not a partisan dis-
cussion; it’s a philosophical discussion. It’s 
a discussion that’s a weighty matter. I look 
forward to the debate. I actually encourage 
the debate. 

I was proud the other day when both 
Republicans and Democrats stood with me 
in the Rose Garden to announce their sup-
port for a clear statement of purpose: You 
disarm, or we will. We owe it to our chil-
dren to think about this issue. We owe 
it to the future. My belief is, is that the 
enemy hit us, and out of the evil can come 
some incredible good. And one of the good 
that can come is peace. 

The United States can lead the world 
to peace if we’re clear and forthright and 
determined. If we speak clearly about ter-
ror and its threats, if we hold our values, 
God-given values in the forefront—and that 
is freedom—we can achieve a peaceful 
world. 

And you know what else we can do here 
in America? We can achieve a better world 
for all of us too, a better world for each 
person who lives in this country. There are 
pockets of despair and loneliness in Amer-
ica. My attitude is, when our citizens hurt, 
we all hurt. I recognize the limitations of 

1749 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00598 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.014 193761

Oct. 5 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

Government, I think John does as well. I 
mean, we can—Government should edu-
cate, see that people are educated—passed 
a good education bill. John talked about— 
he was a strong stalwart, as was Judd, who 
actually was an author, of holding people 
accountable. It says every child can learn 
in America. We are going to challenge the 
soft bigotry of low expectations in this 
country, and we’re going to insist every 
child learns. 

Government can make sure the health 
systems are modern. Medicare is old. Medi-
cine has changed; Medicare hasn’t. Medi-
cine is modern. Medicare—and a really in-
credibly important program—has not 
changed with medicine. For the sake of 
our seniors, we need a prescription drug 
plan and a modern Medicare system. That’s 
an important part of Government being in-
volved with making our society better. 

But what Government cannot do is cause 
people to love one another. Government 
cannot put hope in people’s hearts. That’s 
up to us, our fellow citizens. My call to 
America has been and will continue to be 
to love a neighbor just like you’d like to 
be loved yourself. 

If you want to fight evil, do some good. 
Do some good. Help somebody in need. 
Mentor a child. Go to a Boy Scout—or 
run a Boy Scout or a Girl Scout troop. 
Feed the hungry. Find shelter for the 
homeless. There are many ways to fight 
the evil that has been done to our country. 

You see, it’s the millions of acts of kind-
ness and decency by our fellow citizens that 
reflect the true nature and character of this 
country. No, the enemy hit us. They 
thought—they thought, they probably 
thought that after September the 11th, 
2001, we would file a lawsuit or two. 
[Laughter] 

What they didn’t realize is, this country 
is plenty tough. And the world is beginning 
to see we’re plenty—we’re plenty compas-
sionate too, that in our—that our strength 
is our will and our resolve and our dedica-

tion to values we hold dear, and our 
strength is our collective heart. 

You know, one reason I got into politics 
was because I wanted to be a part of a 
cultural shift, just a small part of a change. 
I think the enemy accelerated that cultural 
shift from one in which it said, ‘‘If it feels 
good, just go ahead and do it,’’ and ‘‘If 
you’ve got a problem, blame somebody 
else,’’ to a culture in which each of us 
understand we are responsible for the deci-
sions we make in life. 

If you are a mom or a dad, your most 
important responsibility is to love your 
child. If you’re living in Manchester, New 
Hampshire, you have the responsibility for 
the quality of life. You have the responsi-
bility to making sure the schools work. If 
you’re running corporate America, you have 
a responsibility to tell the truth and to treat 
your shareholders and employees with dig-
nity and respect. 

Perhaps the most vivid example about 
what I’m talking about, about serving some-
thing greater than yourself as part of a cul-
ture of personal responsibility, came on 
Flight 93. It’s an important moment, in my 
judgment, about what took place on Amer-
ica on that terrible day. We had citizens 
flying across the country. They were told 
on the telephone that the airplane they 
were on was being used as a weapon. They 
told their loved ones goodbye. They said 
a prayer—history will show they said a 
prayer. A guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They took 
the plane in the ground. They sent a clear 
signal to America that serving something 
greater than yourself in life is an incredibly 
important part about being the ultimate 
American, about serving our country. 

No, when the enemy hit us, they didn’t 
know who they were hitting. See, out of 
the evil done to America is going to come 
incredible good. The world will be more 
peaceful. This country will be able to elimi-
nate—work to eliminate the pockets of de-
spair. 
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There’s no question in my mind we face 
challenges as a nation. But there’s no ques-
tion in my mind we can overcome them. 
After all, this is the finest nation, the great-
est nation, on the face of the Earth. 

Thanks for coming to help John. May 
God bless you all, and may God bless 
America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. in 
the Expo Center of New Hampshire at the 
Holiday Inn Manchester. In his remarks, he 
referred to Kitty Sununu, wife of Represent-
ative Sununu; Kathleen MacLellan Gregg, 

wife of Representative Gregg; Texas Su-
preme Court Justice Priscilla Owen, whose 
nomination to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the 
Fifth Circuit failed on September 5 when the 
Senate Judiciary Committee refused to send 
it forward for a vote by the Senate; Miguel 
A. Estrada, nominee to be U.S. Circuit Judge 
for the District of Columbia Circuit; Ramzi 
bin al-Shibh, an Al Qaida operative suspected 
of helping to plan the September 11, 2001, 
terrorist attacks, who was captured in Kara-
chi, Pakistan; and President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq. 

Statement on the Sniper Attacks in the Greater Washington Area 
October 7, 2002 

In recent days we have witnessed a series 
of cowardly and senseless acts of violence 
in the greater Washington area. I have 
committed Federal resources to support the 
local law enforcement agencies that are in 
charge of the investigation, including FBI 
profiling experts and ballistics analysts from 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Fire-
arms. 

I have also directed the Departments of 
Education and Health and Human Services 

to assist the students, teachers, and families 
affected by the violence by providing coun-
seling and other community health services. 

I applaud the State and local law en-
forcement officials who are working around 
the clock to help solve these heinous crimes 
and protect our citizens. Laura and I send 
our thoughts and prayers to the victims and 
their families. 

Address to the Nation on Iraq From Cincinnati, Ohio 
October 7, 2002 

Thank you all. Thank you for that very 
gracious and warm Cincinnati welcome. I’m 
honored to be here tonight. I appreciate 
you all coming. 

Tonight I want to take a few minutes 
to discuss a grave threat to peace and 
America’s determination to lead the world 
in confronting that threat. 

The threat comes from Iraq. It arises 
directly from the Iraqi regime’s own ac-
tions—its history of aggression and its drive 

toward an arsenal of terror. Eleven years 
ago, as a condition for ending the Persian 
Gulf war, the Iraqi regime was required 
to destroy its weapons of mass destruction, 
to cease all development of such weapons, 
and to stop all support for terrorist groups. 
The Iraqi regime has violated all of those 
obligations. It possesses and produces 
chemical and biological weapons. It is seek-
ing nuclear weapons. It has given shelter 
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and support to terrorism and practices ter-
ror against its own people. The entire world 
has witnessed Iraq’s 11-year history of defi-
ance, deception, and bad faith. 

We must also never forget the most vivid 
events of recent history. On September the 
11th, 2001, America felt its vulnerability, 
even to threats that gather on the other 
side of the Earth. We resolved then and 
we are resolved today to confront every 
threat, from any source, that could bring 
sudden terror and suffering to America. 

Members of Congress of both political 
parties and members of the United Nations 
Security Council agree that Saddam 
Hussein is a threat to peace and must dis-
arm. We agree that the Iraqi dictator must 
not be permitted to threaten America and 
the world with horrible poisons and dis-
eases and gases and atomic weapons. Since 
we all agree on this goal, the issue is: How 
can we best achieve it? 

Many Americans have raised legitimate 
questions about the nature of the threat, 
about the urgency of action—why be con-
cerned now—about the link between Iraq 
developing weapons of terror and the wider 
war on terror. These are all issues we’ve 
discussed broadly and fully within my ad-
ministration. And tonight I want to share 
those discussions with you. 

First, some ask why Iraq is different 
from other countries or regimes that also 
have terrible weapons. While there are 
many dangers in the world, the threat from 
Iraq stands alone because it gathers the 
most serious dangers of our age in one 
place. Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction 
are controlled by a murderous tyrant who 
has already used chemical weapons to kill 
thousands of people. This same tyrant has 
tried to dominate the Middle East, has in-
vaded and brutally occupied a small neigh-
bor, has struck other nations without warn-
ing, and holds an unrelenting hostility to-
ward the United States. 

By its past and present actions, by its 
technological capabilities, by the merciless 
nature of its regime, Iraq is unique. As 

a former chief weapons inspector of the 
U.N. has said, ‘‘The fundamental problem 
with Iraq remains the nature of the regime, 
itself. Saddam Hussein is a homicidal dic-
tator who is addicted to weapons of mass 
destruction.’’ 

Some ask how urgent this danger is to 
America and the world. The danger is al-
ready significant, and it only grows worse 
with time. If we know Saddam Hussein 
has dangerous weapons today—and we 
do—does it make any sense for the world 
to wait to confront him as he grows even 
stronger and develops even more dangerous 
weapons? 

In 1995, after several years of deceit by 
the Iraqi regime, the head of Iraq’s military 
industries defected. It was then that the 
regime was forced to admit that it had pro-
duced more than 30,000 liters of anthrax 
and other deadly biological agents. The in-
spectors, however, concluded that Iraq had 
likely produced 2 to 4 times that amount. 
This is a massive stockpile of biological 
weapons that has never been accounted for 
and is capable of killing millions. 

We know that the regime has produced 
thousands of tons of chemical agents, in-
cluding mustard gas, sarin nerve gas, VX 
nerve gas. Saddam Hussein also has experi-
ence in using chemical weapons. He has 
ordered chemical attacks on Iran and on 
more than 40 villages in his own country. 
These actions killed or injured at least 
20,000 people, more than 6 times the num-
ber of people who died in the attacks of 
September the 11th. 

And surveillance photos reveal that the 
regime is rebuilding facilities that it had 
used to produce chemical and biological 
weapons. Every chemical and biological 
weapon that Iraq has or makes is a direct 
violation of the truce that ended the Per-
sian Gulf war in 1991. Yet, Saddam 
Hussein has chosen to build and keep these 
weapons despite international sanctions, 
U.N. demands, and isolation from the civ-
ilized world. 
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Iraq possesses ballistic missiles with a 
likely range of hundreds of miles—far 
enough to strike Saudi Arabia, Israel, Tur-
key, and other nations—in a region where 
more than 135,000 American civilians and 
service members live and work. We’ve also 
discovered through intelligence that Iraq 
has a growing fleet of manned and un-
manned aerial vehicles that could be used 
to disperse chemical or biological weapons 
across broad areas. We’re concerned that 
Iraq is exploring ways of using these UAVs 
for missions targeting the United States. 
And of course, sophisticated delivery sys-
tems aren’t required for a chemical or bio-
logical attack; all that might be required 
are a small container and one terrorist or 
Iraqi intelligence operative to deliver it. 

And that is the source of our urgent con-
cern about Saddam Hussein’s links to inter-
national terrorist groups. Over the years, 
Iraq has provided safe haven to terrorists 
such as Abu Nidal, whose terror organiza-
tion carried out more than 90 terrorist at-
tacks in 20 countries that killed or injured 
nearly 900 people, including 12 Americans. 
Iraq has also provided safe haven to Abu 
Abbas, who was responsible for seizing the 
Achille Lauro and killing an American pas-
senger. And we know that Iraq is con-
tinuing to finance terror and gives assist-
ance to groups that use terrorism to under-
mine Middle East peace. 

We know that Iraq and the Al Qaida 
terrorist network share a common enemy— 
the United States of America. We know 
that Iraq and Al Qaida have had high-level 
contacts that go back a decade. Some Al 
Qaida leaders who fled Afghanistan went 
to Iraq. These include one very senior Al 
Qaida leader who received medical treat-
ment in Baghdad this year, and who has 
been associated with planning for chemical 
and biological attacks. We’ve learned that 
Iraq has trained Al Qaida members in 
bombmaking and poisons and deadly gases. 
And we know that after September the 
11th, Saddam Hussein’s regime gleefully 
celebrated the terrorist attacks on America. 

Iraq could decide on any given day to 
provide a biological or chemical weapon to 
a terrorist group or individual terrorists. Al-
liance with terrorists could allow the Iraqi 
regime to attack America without leaving 
any fingerprints. 

Some have argued that confronting the 
threat from Iraq could detract from the 
war against terror. To the contrary, con-
fronting the threat posed by Iraq is crucial 
to winning the war on terror. When I spoke 
to Congress more than a year ago, I said 
that those who harbor terrorists are as 
guilty as the terrorists themselves. Saddam 
Hussein is harboring terrorists and the in-
struments of terror, the instruments of 
mass death and destruction. And he cannot 
be trusted. The risk is simply too great 
that he will use them or provide them to 
a terror network. 

Terror cells and outlaw regimes building 
weapons of mass destruction are different 
faces of the same evil. Our security re-
quires that we confront both, and the 
United States military is capable of con-
fronting both. 

Many people have asked how close Sad-
dam Hussein is to developing a nuclear 
weapon. Well, we don’t know exactly, and 
that’s the problem. Before the Gulf war, 
the best intelligence indicated that Iraq was 
8 to 10 years away from developing a nu-
clear weapon. After the war, international 
inspectors learned that the regime had 
been much closer—the regime in Iraq 
would likely have possessed a nuclear weap-
on no later than 1993. The inspectors dis-
covered that Iraq had an advanced nuclear 
weapons development program, had a de-
sign for a workable nuclear weapon, and 
was pursuing several different methods of 
enriching uranium for a bomb. 

Before being barred from Iraq in 1998, 
the International Atomic Energy Agency 
dismantled extensive nuclear weapons-re-
lated facilities, including three uranium en-
richment sites. That same year, information 
from a high-ranking Iraqi nuclear engineer 
who had defected revealed that despite his 
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public promises, Saddam Hussein had or-
dered his nuclear program to continue. 

The evidence indicates that Iraq is recon-
stituting its nuclear weapons program. Sad-
dam Hussein has held numerous meetings 
with Iraqi nuclear scientists, a group he 
calls his ‘‘nuclear mujahideen,’’ his nuclear 
holy warriors. Satellite photographs reveal 
that Iraq is rebuilding facilities at sites that 
have been part of its nuclear program in 
the past. Iraq has attempted to purchase 
high-strength aluminum tubes and other 
equipment needed for gas centrifuges, 
which are used to enrich uranium for nu-
clear weapons. 

If the Iraqi regime is able to produce, 
buy, or steal an amount of highly enriched 
uranium a little larger than a single softball, 
it could have a nuclear weapon in less than 
a year. And if we allow that to happen, 
a terrible line would be crossed. Saddam 
Hussein would be in a position to blackmail 
anyone who opposes his aggression. He 
would be in a position to dominate the 
Middle East. He would be in a position 
to threaten America. And Saddam Hussein 
would be in a position to pass nuclear tech-
nology to terrorists. 

Some citizens wonder, after 11 years of 
living with this problem, why do we need 
to confront it now? And there’s a reason. 
We’ve experienced the horror of September 
the 11th. We have seen that those who 
hate America are willing to crash airplanes 
into buildings full of innocent people. Our 
enemies would be no less willing—in fact, 
they would be eager—to use biological or 
chemical or a nuclear weapon. 

Knowing these realities, America must 
not ignore the threat gathering against us. 
Facing clear evidence of peril, we cannot 
wait for the final proof, the smoking gun, 
that could come in the form of a mushroom 
cloud. As President Kennedy said in Octo-
ber of 1962, ‘‘Neither the United States 
of America nor the world community of 
nations can tolerate deliberate deception 
and offensive threats on the part of any 
nation, large or small. We no longer live 

in a world,’’ he said, ‘‘where only the actual 
firing of weapons represents a sufficient 
challenge to a nation’s security to constitute 
maximum peril.’’ 

Understanding the threats of our time, 
knowing the designs and deceptions of the 
Iraqi regime, we have every reason to as-
sume the worst, and we have an urgent 
duty to prevent the worst from occurring. 

Some believe we can address this danger 
by simply resuming the old approach to 
inspections and applying diplomatic and 
economic pressure. Yet this is precisely 
what the world has tried to do since 1991. 
The U.N. inspections program was met 
with systematic deception. The Iraqi regime 
bugged hotel rooms and offices of inspec-
tors to find where they were going next. 
They forged documents, destroyed evi-
dence, and developed mobile weapons fa-
cilities to keep a step ahead of inspectors. 
Eight so-called Presidential palaces were 
declared off-limits to unfettered inspec-
tions. These sites actually encompass 12 
square miles, with hundreds of structures, 
both above and below the ground, where 
sensitive materials could be hidden. 

The world has also tried economic sanc-
tions and watched Iraq use billions of dol-
lars in illegal oil revenues to fund more 
weapons purchases, rather than providing 
for the needs of the Iraqi people. 

The world has tried limited military 
strikes to destroy Iraq’s weapons of mass 
destruction capabilities, only to see them 
openly rebuilt, while the regime again de-
nies they even exist. 

The world has tried no-fly zones to keep 
Saddam from terrorizing his own people, 
and in the last year alone, the Iraqi military 
has fired upon American and British pilots 
more than 750 times. 

After 11 years during which we have 
tried containment, sanctions, inspections, 
even selected military action, the end result 
is that Saddam Hussein still has chemical 
and biological weapons and is increasing 
his capabilities to make more. And he is 
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moving ever closer to developing a nuclear 
weapon. 

Clearly, to actually work, any new inspec-
tions, sanctions, or enforcement mecha-
nisms will have to be very different. Amer-
ica wants the U.N. to be an effective orga-
nization that helps keep the peace. And 
that is why we are urging the Security 
Council to adopt a new resolution setting 
out tough, immediate requirements. Among 
those requirements, the Iraqi regime must 
reveal and destroy, under U.N. supervision, 
all existing weapons of mass destruction. 
To ensure that we learn the truth, the re-
gime must allow witnesses to its illegal ac-
tivities to be interviewed outside the coun-
try, and these witnesses must be free to 
bring their families with them so they are 
all beyond the reach of Saddam Hussein’s 
terror and murder. And inspectors must 
have access to any site, at any time, without 
preclearance, without delay, without excep-
tions. 

The time for denying, deceiving, and de-
laying has come to an end. Saddam 
Hussein must disarm himself, or for the 
sake of peace, we will lead a coalition to 
disarm him. 

Many nations are joining us in insisting 
that Saddam Hussein’s regime be held ac-
countable. They are committed to defend-
ing the international security that protects 
the lives of both our citizens and theirs. 
And that’s why America is challenging all 
nations to take the resolutions of the U.N. 
Security Council seriously. 

And these resolutions are very clear. In 
addition to declaring and destroying all of 
its weapons of mass destruction, Iraq must 
end its support for terrorism. It must cease 
the persecution of its civilian population. 
It must stop all illicit trade outside the oil-
for-food program. It must release or ac-
count for all Gulf war personnel, including 
an American pilot whose fate is still un-
known. 

By taking these steps and by only taking 
these steps, the Iraqi regime has an oppor-
tunity to avoid conflict. Taking these steps 

would also change the nature of the Iraqi 
regime, itself. America hopes the regime 
will make that choice. Unfortunately, at 
least so far, we have little reason to expect 
it. And that’s why two administrations, mine 
and President Clinton’s, have stated that 
regime change in Iraq is the only certain 
means of removing a great danger to our 
Nation. 

I hope this will not require military ac-
tion, but it may. And military conflict could 
be difficult. An Iraqi regime faced with its 
own demise may attempt cruel and des-
perate measures. If Saddam Hussein orders 
such measures, his generals would be well 
advised to refuse those orders. If they do 
not refuse, they must understand that all 
war criminals will be pursued and pun-
ished. If we have to act, we will take every 
precaution that is possible. We will plan 
carefully. We will act with the full power 
of the United States military. We will act 
with allies at our side, and we will prevail. 

There is no easy or risk-free course of 
action. Some have argued we should wait, 
and that’s an option. In my view, it’s the 
riskiest of all options, because the longer 
we wait, the stronger and bolder Saddam 
Hussein will become. We could wait and 
hope that Saddam does not give weapons 
to terrorists or develop a nuclear weapon 
to blackmail the world. But I’m convinced 
that is a hope against all evidence. As 
Americans, we want peace; we work and 
sacrifice for peace. But there can be no 
peace if our security depends on the will 
and whims of a ruthless and aggressive dic-
tator. I’m not willing to stake one American 
life on trusting Saddam Hussein. 

Failure to act would embolden other ty-
rants, allow terrorists access to new weap-
ons and new resources, and make blackmail 
a permanent feature of world events. The 
United Nations would betray the purpose 
of its founding and prove irrelevant to the 
problems of our time. And through its inac-
tion, the United States would resign itself 
to a future of fear. 
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That is not the America I know. That 
is not the America I serve. We refuse to 
live in fear. This Nation, in World War 
and in cold war, has never permitted the 
brutal and lawless to set history’s course. 
Now as before, we will secure our Nation, 
protect our freedom, and help others to 
find freedom of their own. 

Some worry that a change of leadership 
in Iraq could create instability and make 
the situation worse. The situation could 
hardly get worse for world security and for 
the people of Iraq. The lives of Iraqi citi-
zens would improve dramatically if Saddam 
Hussein were no longer in power, just as 
the lives of Afghanistan’s citizens improved 
after the Taliban. The dictator of Iraq is 
a student of Stalin, using murder as a tool 
of terror and control, within his own cabi-
net, within his own army, and even within 
his own family. On Saddam Hussein’s or-
ders, opponents have been decapitated, 
wives and mothers of political opponents 
have been systematically raped as a method 
of intimidation, and political prisoners have 
been forced to watch their own children 
being tortured. 

America believes that all people are enti-
tled to hope and human rights, to the non-
negotiable demands of human dignity. Peo-
ple everywhere prefer freedom to slavery, 
prosperity to squalor, self-government to 
the rule of terror and torture. America is 
a friend to the people of Iraq. Our de-
mands are directed only at the regime that 
enslaves them and threatens us. When 
these demands are met, the first and great-
est benefit will come to Iraqi men, women, 
and children. The oppression of Kurds, As-
syrians, Turkomans, Shi’a, Sunnis, and oth-
ers will be lifted. The long captivity of Iraq 
will end, and an era of new hope will 
begin. 

Iraq is a land rich in culture and re-
sources and talent. Freed from the weight 
of oppression, Iraq’s people will be able 
to share in the progress and prosperity of 
our time. If military action is necessary, 
the United States and our allies will help 

the Iraqi people rebuild their economy and 
create the institutions of liberty in a unified 
Iraq at peace with its neighbors. 

Later this week, the United States Con-
gress will vote on this matter. I have asked 
Congress to authorize the use of America’s 
military, if it proves necessary, to enforce 
U.N. Security Council demands. Approving 
this resolution does not mean that military 
action is imminent or unavoidable. The res-
olution will tell the United Nations and all 
nations that America speaks with one voice 
and is determined to make the demands 
of the civilized world mean something. 
Congress will also be sending a message 
to the dictator in Iraq that his only 
chance—his only choice is full compliance, 
and the time remaining for that choice is 
limited. Members of Congress are nearing 
an historic vote. I’m confident they will 
fully consider the facts and their duties. 

The attacks of September the 11th 
showed our country that vast oceans no 
longer protect us from danger. Before that 
tragic date, we had only hints of Al Qaida’s 
plans and designs. Today in Iraq, we see 
a threat whose outlines are far more clearly 
defined and whose consequences could be 
far more deadly. Saddam Hussein’s actions 
have put us on notice, and there is no 
refuge from our responsibilities. 

We did not ask for this present chal-
lenge, but we accept it. Like other genera-
tions of Americans, we will meet the re-
sponsibility of defending human liberty 
against violence and aggression. By our re-
solve, we will give strength to others. By 
our courage, we will give hope to others. 
And by our actions, we will secure the 
peace and lead the world to a better day. 

May God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:02 p.m. in 
the Grand Rotunda at the Cincinnati Mu-
seum Center at Union Terminal. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Saddam Hus-
sein and former Minister of Military Indus-
tries Hussein Kamil al-Majid of Iraq; Al 
Qaida operational commander Abu Musab 
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Zarqawi; Iraqi nuclear engineer Khidir 
Hamza; former chief U.N. weapons inspector 
Richard Butler; and missing American pilot 

Remarks in Alcoa, Tennessee 
October 8, 2002 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
Thanks for coming. It’s an honor to be 
back in East Tennessee. If I was dragging 
coming on this day, this Tennessee band 
kind of livened my step. [Laughter] I’m 
honored to see you all again. I’m proud 
to be in your presence. You represent a 
great university and a great State, and I’m 
honored you’re here. I want to thank you 
all for coming. I’ve got some things on my 
mind, and I want to share them with you. 

The first thing on my mind is this: I 
know—I know what it takes to be a good 
Governor. I know the characteristics nec-
essary for someone to be able to assume 
that high office. Van Hilleary has what it 
takes to be a great Governor for Tennessee. 
I’ve also learned a lot about the United 
States Senate—[laughter]—and I know we 
need Lamar Alexander in the United States 
Senate. 

I appreciate so much Bill Frist. He’s a 
distinguished citizen. He’s a good friend, 
a good, honorable man who cares deeply 
about the citizens of this State, brings a 
lot of expertise to the Senate. He’s kind 
of one of those fellows who can get some-
thing done in the United States Senate, 
and that’s the kind of attitude we need 
in the United States Senate. And I appre-
ciate Bill. I want to tell you how proud 
I am to be on the stage with Janice Bowl-
ing, who’s going to be the next Congress-
woman. 

I appreciate my friend the mayor, the 
honorable Victor Ashe, for being here. I’ve 
known Victor for a long, long time. We 
both proved that you don’t have to graduate 
from—with honors from college in order 

Lt. Comdr. Michael S. Speicher, USN. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of this address. 

to hold higher office. I’m really proud to 
be with Victor’s mother. I’ve known Mrs. 
Ashe for a long, long time. I’m proud to 
see you, Martha. Thanks for coming to say 
hello. I’m proud you’re here. 

I want to talk about the future of your 
State and the future of our country. First, 
let me talk about your State. It’s important 
you get a good soul to be your Governor, 
somebody who shares your values, the val-
ues of hard work and family, the values 
of service to others. It’s important you get 
somebody who when they speak, they speak 
your language, who knows the soul of the 
citizens of the State. It’s important to get 
somebody in there who doesn’t need a poll 
or a focus group to tell them what to think, 
somebody who makes decisions based upon 
a philosophy, somebody who stands tall 
when sometimes the winds of public opin-
ion may be drifting a different way, some-
body you can count on, somebody, when 
they turn up the butane, the political bu-
tane, you know where they stand. That per-
son, no doubt in my mind, is Van Hilleary. 

One of the things I like about him is 
he—when the country called, he stepped 
up, and he served in Operation Desert 
Storm and Desert Shield. Then he decided 
that he wanted to serve in Congress. He 
went to one of those districts where they 
said, ‘‘This is a district where a Republican 
can’t possibly win.’’ He went out and said, 
‘‘Listen, I want to represent everybody. I’m 
not here just to appeal to a small segment 
of the district. I’m here to represent a phi-
losophy and a way of life in a State I care 
deeply about.’’ And he won where people 
didn’t think he could win. And for a while, 
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they didn’t think he could win here in Ten-
nessee. You watch what happens on elec-
tion day. Van Hilleary is going to be the 
next Governor. 

He understands agriculture, and that’s 
important for this State. He understands 
budgeting. That’s important for this State. 
[Laughter] He’s been dealing with the 
Washington budget. If you can figure out 
the Washington budget, I can assure you, 
you can figure out the Tennessee budget. 
But the thing I like most about Van is, 
he understands the most important priority 
of a State is to make sure that every single 
child gets educated. 

I like—when I was the Governor of a 
State that started with the letter T and 
has a university that wears orange and 
called UT—[laughter]—I used to say that 
education is to a State what national de-
fense is to the Federal Government. It’s 
‘‘the’’ priority. And I want to tell you all 
something, and you need to tell your 
friends at the coffee shops and at your 
community centers, that when it came to 
writing one of the most comprehensive 
pieces of education reform ever in the his-
tory of our country, Van Hilleary played 
a significant role. 

And let me share with you right quick 
the philosophy, because it’s important to 
understand the philosophy behind edu-
cational excellence, at least our philosophy. 
He mentioned challenging the soft bigotry 
of low expectations in order to make sure 
every child learns in America. We must 
do that. We can never assign any child to 
failure. Every child can learn. If you believe 
every child can learn, then you must have 
a Governor who’s willing to set high stand-
ards and high expectations. If you lower 
the bar, you see, if you believe certain kids 
can’t learn—‘‘Let’s just move them through 
to get them off our—get them off the agen-
da’’—if you lower the bar, you’re going to 
get bad results. 

Secondly, you’ve got to trust the local 
folks. See, one in—one of the key parts 
of the bill says that one size doesn’t fit 

all when it comes to education, that you’ve 
got to trust local people to chart the path 
to excellence. You’ve got to empower local 
people to make the decisions for the chil-
dren in their district. The people that care 
more about the children in Tennessee 
aren’t in Washington; they’re in Tennessee. 
And therefore, local control of schools is 
a fundamental part of education reform. 

But let me tell you one other part. And 
it’s important for the citizens of Tennessee 
to pay attention to this part of the edu-
cation debate. If you believe every child 
can learn, like we do—see, if you believe 
that every child can learn, then you’re will-
ing to measure to determine if every child 
is learning. Those who don’t believe every 
child can learn will say, ‘‘We don’t need 
to measure,’’ because if you don’t believe 
they can learn, then why should you care? 
In order to make sure every child learns, 
it’s essential that the good people of this 
State have a Governor who’s willing to in-
sist upon accountability. 

We need to know in society—we need 
to know whether or not the curriculum is 
working. We need to know whether our 
teachers have the tools necessary to teach. 
We need to know whether or not schools 
are on the right track. We need to know 
whether or not each child in Tennessee 
can read and write and add and subtract. 
If you can—if you can’t find out, you’ll 
never know. If you don’t measure, you’ll 
never know. In order to make sure no child 
gets left behind—I don’t mean any single 
child in this State—you better have a Gov-
ernor who is willing to hold people ac-
countable for results. And when you find 
children trapped in schools that won’t teach 
and won’t change, you better have a Gov-
ernor who’s willing to challenge the status 
quo, and that man is Van Hilleary. 

And I’m proud to strongly endorse the 
candidacy of Lamar Alexander. There’s no 
question in my mind, and there should be 
no doubt in the minds of your fellow citi-
zens—Republican, Democrat, or inde-
pendent alike—that this man has proven 
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his worth in the public sector and will be 
another great United States Senator from 
the State of Tennessee. 

He knows education. He knows fiscal re-
sponsibility. But let me tell you another 
reason why we need him up there. One 
of the most serious parts of my job is to 
make sure that the Federal bench has got 
good judges on it—good, honorable, decent 
people who are willing to serve their com-
munities and their Nation on the Federal 
bench, people who won’t use the bench 
to act like or serve like a legislator. See, 
we’ve got the legislative branch. We don’t 
need our judges acting like legislators. We 
need our judges there to strictly interpret 
our United States Constitution. 

And I’ve named good judges. I named 
a lady the other day from the State of 
Texas, who I know well. She got elected 
several times statewide in my State, over-
whelmingly so; came out of the law school 
class—one of the tops in her law school 
class; was ranked by the American Bar As-
sociation with the highest of high ratings; 
was embraced by both Republicans and 
Democrats alike. I put her nomination up 
there. They played politics with her nomi-
nation. They distorted Priscilla Owen’s 
record. I need Senators like Lamar 
Alexander who will join me in making sure 
our Federal judiciary is strong and sensible 
and will not rewrite the Constitution from 
the bench. 

And I appreciate Janice Bowling, willing 
to run and serve in Washington, DC. It’s 
very important that we make sure that 
Denny Hastert is the Speaker of the 
House, make sure that coming into the next 
session that we’ve got a Speaker with whom 
I can work. Janice stands for a lot of good 
things, stands for a lot of good issues, but 
the thing that I’m most impressed with is, 
she’ll vote for Denny Hastert to be the 
Speaker of the House in Washington, DC. 

We’ve got a lot of work to do in Wash-
ington. We’ve got a lot of work to do to 
make America a stronger place and a safer 
place and a better place. Making sure 

America is a stronger place really means 
we’ve got to make sure people can find 
work if they can’t find work—people are 
able to find a job. We’ve got to do every-
thing we can to make sure that the policies 
in Washington stress economic growth, to 
do things that stimulate that part of the 
economy which will grow jobs. 

See, I worry about it when people can’t 
find work. If somebody is looking for a 
job and they can’t find work, we’ve got 
a problem in America. We want our people 
to be able to put food on the table. Obvi-
ously, I’m concerned as well when the 
stock market is declining. But I want you 
to know, I’m optimistic about our future. 
Interest rates are low; that’s a good sign. 
Inflation is low; that’s a good sign. We’ve 
got the best workers in America. Our pro-
ductivity is the highest in the world. Our 
entrepreneurial spirit is strong. The founda-
tion for growth is good. But I’m going to 
work as hard as I possibly can to do every-
thing we can do to make sure our economy 
grows. 

It starts with a—the belief, the firm be-
lief that when times are slow, we must let 
people keep more of their own money. 
When times are slow, the best way to en-
courage economic growth is not to increase 
the size of Government but to increase the 
size of money in our citizens’ pockets. 

Here’s what we believe, and this is a 
fundamental difference between some of 
the voices in Washington and what I be-
lieve and what others on this stage believe. 
By letting people keep more of their own 
money, they will then more likely demand 
a good or a service. They’ll demand some-
thing. And in a marketplace economy, 
somebody is likely to produce that good 
or a service. If there’s a demand for a good 
or a service, in our society somebody’s 
going to produce it. And when somebody 
produces it, it means somebody is more 
likely to find work. 

The tax relief plan that Van supported 
and Senator Frist supported and many 
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members of the Tennessee delegation sup-
ported came at the absolute right time. It 
was important that we cut the taxes on 
the people to provide wind to the economic 
growth and vitality. And there are some 
in Washington who want to get away with 
that—get rid of that tax relief plan. There 
are some who don’t believe—it’s a good, 
honest debate—they don’t believe in our 
philosophy. But for the sake of economic 
vitality, we must not let them raise your 
taxes. And for the sake of economic vitality, 
we must make the tax relief permanent. 

The House has got a budget, and I want 
to thank Van for working on the Budget 
Committee, and it’s a good budget. It’s a 
budget that says, we can get back to bal-
ance if we’re realistic on how we spend 
your money. The Senate doesn’t have a 
budget. And you can imagine what that 
could mean for your money. Without a 
budget, without kind of a go-by, without 
constraints in a society or in an environ-
ment in which every program sounds like 
a brilliant program—except they all cost bil-
lions of dollars—it’s likely that we could 
have some runaway Federal spending. And 
we can’t have that, for the sake of eco-
nomic vitality. We can fund our priorities— 
listen, we’ve got plenty of money to fund 
the priorities. We can stay focused with 
your money on our priorities. But for the 
sake of job creation, the Congress must 
not overspend. For the sake of economic 
vitality, for the sake of the strength of the 
future of our economy, the Congress must 
remember whose money they’re spending. 
It’s not the Government’s money; it’s your 
money. They need to be responsible with 
your money, in order to make sure the 
foundation for economic growth is strong. 

And before they go home, there’s some-
thing else they can do. They can pass a 
terrorism insurance bill. See, there’s $15 
billion worth of construction projects which 
are on hold around America because peo-
ple can’t get insurance for the project. The 
enemy hit us, and it made it very difficult 
for people to be able to insure those 

projects. And so, therefore, I think it’s a 
useful role for the Congress to serve as 
a backstop against a potential terrorist at-
tack. 

This is a jobs program. This is a way 
to get our people back to work the right 
way, to encourage private sector jobs. 
There’s over 300,000 jobs, good hardhat 
jobs that have been delayed because we 
can’t get a terrorism insurance package out 
of the United States Congress. There’s a 
lot of voices up there talking about the 
economy, and I’m glad they’re talking about 
it. But they ought to stop talking, and they 
ought to start doing, by getting a terrorism 
insurance bill to my desk so we can get 
people back to work. And that terrorism 
insurance bill must remember who we’re 
trying to help. We’re not trying to help 
the trial lawyers. We’re trying to help the 
hardhats of America. Now, I—the economy 
is on my mind because I want our fellow 
countrymen working; I want them to be 
able to put bread on the table. 

The safety of the country is on my mind, 
too. See, there’s still an enemy which hates 
America, lurking around. And so long as 
that’s the case, my most important job is 
to protect you. My most important job is 
to rally the assets of Government at all 
levels to do everything we can to deny the 
enemy, to prevent them from hitting Amer-
ica. 

People say, ‘‘Well, why’’—and I know a 
lot of kids are probably asking, ‘‘Well, why 
America?’’ And you’ve just got to under-
stand that the enemy hates us because of 
what we love. We love freedom. We love 
the idea of people—[applause]. We love 
the fact that, in this great country, people 
can worship an almighty God any way they 
see fit. That’s what we love. We love free 
political—we love the debates. We love 
free—we love the discourse of free people. 
We love a free press. We love everything 
about our freedom, and we’re not going 
to change. We’re going to stand tall and 
stand strong. 
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We also value life in America. Everybody 
counts. Everybody has worth. Everybody is 
a precious soul. And the enemy we—the 
enemy doesn’t regard life the way we do. 
You see, they hijack a great religion and 
kill innocent people. They don’t care, but 
we do. And so long as we hold those values 
dear, which we will, the enemy will try 
to strike us. 

And so we’ve got a lot of good people— 
you just need to know—working hard to 
protect you, a lot of good folks. We’re shar-
ing information. I mean, we’re running 
down every hint, every idea. Every piece 
of evidence we get, we’re chasing it down 
so that we can say to the American people, 
‘‘We’re doing everything we can do.’’ 

That’s why I went to Congress and asked 
them to put together a Department of 
Homeland Security, to join me in creating 
a new Department, so we could better co-
ordinate the over 100 agencies that are in-
volved with protecting you. And we got a 
good bill out of the House, and it’s stuck 
in the Senate. 

And the reason it’s stuck in the Senate 
is because there is a disagreement over how 
best to manage the agency. On the one 
hand, they want us to have a thick book 
of rules to micromanage the decision-
making process. I’ll give you one example. 
The customs agents should be wearing 
radio detection devices—radiological detec-
tion devices on their belt so that, if when 
they’re looking for weapons of mass de-
struction and they come close to one, it— 
this device will send a signal. It ought to 
be a part of their job. But the thick book 
of rules says, ‘‘Well, that’s up for collective 
bargaining before you can make a person 
do that.’’ See, we’ve got—that violates a 
rule, and therefore, we got to negotiate that 
out. 

Folks, we don’t have time to negotiate 
a lot of these issues. We’ve got time to 
negotiate some issues. We’ve got time to 
negotiate some issues, of course. But we 
don’t have time to sit around and negotiate 
the work rules necessary to protect you. 

The enemy doesn’t sit around worrying 
about a thick book of regulations. And so, 
for the sake of our national security inter-
ests, the Congress, the Senate ought to give 
this President and future Presidents the 
ability to put the right people at the right 
place with the right equipment at the right 
time to protect America. 

But the best way to protect America for 
the short term and the long term is to 
hunt the killers down, one person at a time, 
and bring them to justice, and that’s what 
we’re going to do. I say one at a time, 
because that’s the kind of war we’re in. 
See, we’re facing an enemy which hides 
in caves and sends youngsters to their 
death, suicidal deaths. They don’t have 
tanks. They don’t have big infantries. They 
don’t have industrial complexes. They are 
coldblooded killers. And the only way to 
measure success against this part of the 
war against terror is to hunt them down 
one at a time. A man named bin al-Shibh 
popped his head up the other day. He’s 
no longer a problem to America. 

It’s a different kind of war. You might 
think about it as an international manhunt, 
which means we’ve got to make sure that 
those of us—that those hunting with us are 
strong and buoyed in their—our mutual 
love for freedom. That’s why the doctrine 
that says, ‘‘Either you’re with us, or you’re 
with the enemy,’’ still stands; it still holds. 
We’ve got a lot of people working with 
us to chase these people down. And I want 
you to know, the coalition that we put to-
gether is still strong, still viable, and still 
necessary. 

I bet you we’ve—I say, ‘‘I bet you’’— 
I don’t have an exact count, but we’ve 
hauled in a couple of thousand or more. 
And like number haven’t been so lucky, 
thanks to the United States military, in 
large part. We’re making progress. Slowly 
but surely, we’re making progress. And 
that’s the kind of war we fight. Sometimes 
you’ll see it on TV, and sometimes you’re 
just not going to see it on your TVs, as 
we make progress. 
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I submitted a significant increase in de-
fense spending to the Congress to—be-
cause I want to send two messages. One, 
anytime we put one of our youngsters into 
harm’s way, anytime we put our military 
into harm’s way, they deserve the best 
training, the best equipment and the best 
possible pay. We owe that to those soldiers, 
and we owe it to their loved ones. 

I also want to send a clear message to 
friend and foe alike that the United States 
is in this for the long haul, that there is 
not a calendar that says, it’s time to quit. 
See, when it comes to the defense of our 
freedoms, it doesn’t matter how long it 
takes to defend our freedom. We love our 
freedoms, and we’re not going to quit. 
We’re not going to look at this kind of— 
group of international killers and say, 
‘‘Well, it’s time to go home.’’ That’s not 
the way we think in America, and that’s 
not the way we want the world to see us. 

See, we want the world to see us the 
way we are. We’re determined, and we’re 
after them. And we’re going to stay after 
them until we’re able to more secure the 
peace. And that’s why the United States 
Congress needs to get the defense bill to 
my desk before they go home. They’ve 
been talking about this defense bill for 
quite a while. Before they go home, they 
ought to stop playing politics with the de-
fense bill and let me sign it. It’s important 
for the future of the country. 

Last night, I continued a dialog on the 
war on terror. I talked about a significant 
threat to our country, and that threat is 
Saddam Hussein and some of the folks in 
Iraq. 

Audience member. Chase ’em out! 
The President. I truly believe that, as you 

could tell from my discussion last night if 
you listened, that he is a threat. He is a 
threat to the United States. He’s a threat 
to our friends in the region. He’s a threat 
to anybody who holds freedom dear to his 
heart. 

People are concerned about Saddam, and 
I understand that. But a lot of Americans 

have understood that the dynamics have 
shifted since 11 years ago, because of what 
happened on September the 11th. No 
longer are we secure. No longer can we 
feel free because we’ve got two oceans sep-
arating us from—from that part of the 
world, for example. And therefore, it’s very 
important for us as a country to think about 
how best to protect us for the short run 
and the long run. We owe this to our chil-
dren. This debate is an incredibly important 
debate for our country to have. 

I want to thank members of both polit-
ical parties for taking a—for realizing the 
seriousness of this issue. This week, you’ll 
see the Congress debate this issue. As I 
said last night, this isn’t an issue of commit-
ting our military one way or the other. It 
doesn’t say this—the resolution—threat is 
imminent, nor does it say it’s unavoidable. 
But it does send a clear signal to the world, 
and I mean not only the United Nations 
but the whole world, that we take this 
threat very seriously in America, that we’ll 
be speaking with one voice, that we love 
our freedoms, and that if the United Na-
tions is unable to deal with the problem— 
and I certainly hope they can—that the 
United States will lead—and if Saddam 
Hussein chooses not to deal with it. See, 
he’s the guy who said he would have no 
weapons of mass destruction. He’s the per-
son who told the world plainly, ‘‘I won’t 
have chemical weapons or biological weap-
ons,’’ or, ‘‘I won’t seek a nuclear weapon.’’ 
He said that. He’s the man who said, ‘‘I 
promise you I won’t do this.’’ Yet for 11 
years, he’s defied resolution after resolution 
after resolution. It’s his choice to make. 

And the U.N. can show whether or not 
it’s the United Nations or the League of 
Nations. They get that choice to make, too. 
It’s their choice. But my message, and the 
message from the Congress, people of both 
political parties, will be, for the sake of 
peace—and I emphasize, for the sake of 
peace—if they won’t deal with this man, 
the United States of America will lead a 
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coalition to disarm him—for the sake of 
peace. 

I take my responsibilities as the Com-
mander in Chief very seriously. A military 
option is my last choice, the last choice. 
But should we commit our military, we’ll 
be ready; we’ll be prepared; we’ll have a 
great plan. And make no mistake about it, 
we will prevail. 

And finally, as we work to make America 
stronger and safer, we’ve got to make— 
work to make America a better place, too. 
Always got to remember that a better 
America is on the forefront of our agenda. 
That not only means a working America, 
but that means an educated America. That 
means making sure we’ve got a health care 
system that’s modern and make sure we 
understand that medicine has changed and 
Medicare hasn’t. We need prescription 
drugs for our seniors to make sure Medi-
care is a modern program that works. 

But there’s something else we can do 
in this country. We can fight evil by doing 
acts of kindness and decency. We can fight 
evil by loving our neighbor like we’d like 
to be loved ourselves. In our society, in 
this great land, this great society and this 
wonderful country, there are pockets of de-
spair and hopelessness. There are people 
who hurt in America, people who hurt be-
cause of addiction or loneliness, people who 
wonder whether or not the American 
Dream—what that means. It’s empty words 
for some. They just don’t see any future. 
There is no hope. And we can change that 
in this country. We can change it. 

Listen, Government is limited in its 
scope. It can hand out money. But what 
Government cannot do is put a sense of 
purpose in people’s lives or hope in peo-
ple’s lives. That happens when a neighbor 
says to a person in need, ‘‘I love you. What 
can I do to help you? What am I able 
to do to make your life more hopeful?’’ 

See, our society can change, and in my 
judgment will change, one heart, one soul 
at a time, because people are now under-
standing that after September the 11th, 

2001, there is a new definition to patriot-
ism. Patriotism is more than just putting 
your hand over your heart. Patriotism is 
serving your community by helping some-
body in need. 

And that can happen all kinds of ways. 
See, if you mentor a child like Linda Clark 
does—I met Linda, who’s a—she’s a soldier 
in the army of compassion. She came out 
to the Air Force One to say hello. She 
started a mentoring program. She’s involved 
with Project Grad. She understands one 
person can make a difference in some-
body’s life. I don’t know where you are, 
Linda. Where are you? You’ve got a lousy 
seat. But anyway, Linda mentors a fifth 
grade child. She’s making a huge difference 
in that child’s life. 

You can go to a shut-in’s home and say, 
‘‘I love you.’’ That’s part of what I’m talking 
about. Run a Boy Scout troop or a Girl 
Scout troop or a Boys or Girls Club. 
There’s all kinds of ways that each of us 
can make a difference. We’ve got different 
talents; we’ve got different views; and each 
of us can use those talents and our views 
to make a difference in changing America 
for the better. 

Listen, the enemy hit us. They didn’t 
know what they were thinking about. They 
probably thought we’d file a lawsuit or two. 
[Laughter] They didn’t know America, did 
they? See, they didn’t know this. They 
didn’t know that this great Nation loves 
freedom and loves peace, and we will work 
hard to achieve and maintain both. They 
also didn’t realize that we’re also not only 
a tough nation, but a compassionate nation, 
a nation which is a nation full of people 
who are going to respond to this evil with 
helping a neighbor in need. 

You know, there’s a period of personal 
responsibility, I think, coming into the 
country. Really important for our young-
sters to understand that the culture which 
has said, ‘‘If it feels good, do it,’’ and 
‘‘You’ve got a problem, blame somebody 
else,’’ is a culture that’s moving on. It’s 
being replaced. We’re replacing it with a 
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culture that says, ‘‘Each of us are respon-
sible for our behavior and our decisions.’’ 
If you’re a mother or a dad—if you’re for-
tunate enough to be a mom or a dad, 
you’re responsible for loving your child with 
all your heart and all your soul. If you’re 
lucky enough to live in Tennessee or Knox-
ville, Tennessee, you’re responsible for the 
quality of education in a neighborhood. If 
you’re running a corporation, you’re re-
sponsible to tell the truth to your share-
holders and employees. 

I feel it happening. I feel it happen, 
which allows me to boldly predict that, be-
cause we’re the greatest nation on the face 
of the Earth, we will not only face down 
evil, but we can achieve peace in a country 
which is more hopeful, more decent, more 
optimistic for everybody who’s lucky 
enough to be called an American. 

Listen, thanks for coming today. May 
God bless you all, and may God bless 
America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:30 a.m. at 
McGhee Tyson Airport. In his remarks, he 
referred to gubernatorial candidate Van 
Hilleary; senatorial candidate Lamar Alex-
ander; Janice Bowling, candidate for Ten-
nessee’s Fourth Congressional District; 
Mayor Victor H. Ashe of Knoxville, TN, and 
his mother, Martha Ashe; Texas Supreme 
Court Justice Priscilla Owen, whose nomina-
tion to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the Fifth 
Circuit failed on September 5 when the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee refused to send it 
forward for a vote by the Senate; Ramzi bin 
al-Shibh, an Al Qaida operative suspected of 
helping to plan the September 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks, who was captured in Karachi, 
Pakistan; and President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq. 

Remarks at a Luncheon for Gubernatorial Candidate Van Hilleary in 
Knoxville, Tennessee 
October 8, 2002 

Thanks for coming. Thank you all very 
much. Please go ahead and be seated. Well, 
thank you for that kind introduction, ‘‘Gov-
ernor.’’ There’s no doubt in my mind that 
Van Hilleary is the right man to be the 
Governor of Tennessee. And I want to 
thank you all for coming. I feel comfortable 
in a State where the university is UT, the 
colors are orange and white, and the polit-
ical climate is friendly. [Laughter] 

I made a lot of friends here, and I’m 
proud to be amongst you all. Thanks for 
your prayers, and thanks for your support. 
My only regret is that Laura didn’t come 
with me today. She sends her very best 
to Meredith and Van and sends her best 
to our buddies here in Tennessee. I don’t 
know if you know this or not, but when 
I married Laura, she was a public school 

librarian. She didn’t care for politics. She 
didn’t like politicians. [Laughter] And now 
she’s the First Lady of the United States, 
and she’s doing a fabulous job. I’m really, 
really proud of her. And we’re doing great; 
we really are. 

And I want to thank, for those of you 
who came through the line here recently 
and said they pray for our family—that’s 
the kindest thing you can do for a President 
and his family. 

I believe strongly that the character of 
a person matters, and I believe Van 
Hilleary has the character necessary to be 
the kind of Governor that you can trust. 
He’s a down-to-earth fellow that speaks his 
mind. He is the kind of person who does 
in office what he said he would do. He 
doesn’t require focus groups or polls to tell 
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him what to believe. And he can get the 
job done, and that’s what you want in a 
Governor. See, I know what it takes to 
be a Governor, and he’s got what it takes 
to be your Governor. 

And I had the privilege of meeting Mer-
edith, the next first lady. She’s a school-
teacher. I think it makes a lot of sense 
to have a schoolteacher as the first lady 
for the State of Tennessee. I think it makes 
sense that—it’s also good to meet Van’s 
mom and dad. It kind of looks like he 
got saddled with the same kind of mom 
I’ve got, somebody who will tell you exactly 
what she thinks. [Laughter] But I love the 
fact that they’ve got a strong family, and 
they care for each other a lot. 

There’s no doubt in my mind that Lamar 
Alexander will be a great United States 
Senator from Tennessee. And I’m not say-
ing that just because he married a Texan. 
[Laughter] I’m saying that because he’s got 
a great record and a great heart. And we 
need him, along with another great United 
States Senator, and that is Bill Frist. 

Tennessee has had a great history of 
sending important Senators to the Senate. 
You’ve sent really fine people, and you will 
continue that tradition with Lamar. I look 
forward to working with him. I look for-
ward to having somebody in the Senate 
who I can count on when it comes to mak-
ing sure the judges I name not only get 
a fair hearing but get appointed to the 
bench. We need people who will not—we 
need people on our bench who won’t legis-
late but will strictly interpret the Constitu-
tion. I’ve got to tell you, the way the Senate 
is now set up, they’re playing politics with 
my good nominees. They’re distorting their 
record. And for the sake of a good, sound 
Federal judiciary, I need Senators like 
Lamar Alexander in Washington, DC. 

I want to thank Janice Bowling for run-
ning for Congress and soon to be elected 
to the United States Congress. I appreciate 
her service and her willingness to run. 

I want to thank my old college class-
mate—you used to call him Bulldog; we 

call him Victor—the mayor of Knoxville, 
Mayor Victor Ashe. I’m honored to call him 
friend. I appreciate his public service. And 
I appreciate Mike Ragsdale, who is a Knox 
County executive; and Beth Harwell, who 
is the chairwoman of the Tennessee State 
Republican Party. I want to thank Jim 
Henry, who tossed his hat in the ring and 
has been so gracious about helping to unite 
behind the next Governor of your State. 

I want to appreciate all the grassroots 
activists who are here. Listen, I understand 
how politics works. You can’t ever get elect-
ed unless you’ve got people who are willing 
to put up the signs and dial the phones 
and stuff the mailers. And on behalf of 
a grateful President and a grateful soon-
to-be Governor, thanks for the hard work 
you have done, and more importantly, 
thanks for the hard work you’re going to 
do. You see, we’re about to the sprint phase 
of the campaign. And in order for Van to 
win, he needs you going to the coffee shops 
and the community centers and talking it 
up. See, my attitude is, when you find a 
good one, you’ve got to support him, and 
you’ve got a good one in Van Hilleary. And 
he’s counting on you. And I want to thank 
you for the work you’re going to do. 

A couple of points I want to make about 
Van’s agenda, his platform. One, he’s a— 
he understands budgets. He’s on the House 
Budget Committee. If he can figure out 
the Federal Government budget, you’re 
darn sure he can figure out the Tennessee 
budget. [Laughter] But he understands you 
can’t overspend. We share this common un-
derstanding of whose money we spend. You 
hear these people in Washington or prob-
ably in Nashville talk about, ‘‘Well, we’re 
spending the Government’s money.’’ It’s 
not the Government’s money, you see; it’s 
the people’s money. In order to have fiscal 
sanity, you’ve got to start with that attitude. 

He understands agriculture. He knows 
the importance of value-added agriculture. 
The thing I love about his agenda, though, 
is his focus on education. It’s by far the 
most important thing a Governor will do 
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in any State. You see, educating the chil-
dren of a State is really the most important 
priority of a State. Teaching a child to read 
is the new civil right. Teaching children 
to read is the beginnings of a hopeful to-
morrow. And you better have you a Gov-
ernor who’s got the right philosophy. 

He talked about the No Child Left Be-
hind legislation, which we passed in Wash-
ington. It is a significant piece of education 
reform. And I want to share the principles 
with you because, as this debate goes on 
here in Tennessee, about who best to han-
dle the public school system of this State, 
you need to listen carefully to the words 
that these candidates are talking about. 

First, you need to have a Governor who 
is willing to challenge what I call the soft 
bigotry of low expectations. See, if you 
lower the bar, if you believe that certain 
kids can’t learn, if you believe the inner-
city children are too tough to educate and 
therefore we ought to have low standards, 
or you say a child whose parents does not 
speak English as a first language cannot 
be educated, you will have the soft bigotry 
of low expectations. You need to have a 
Governor who believes every child can 
learn and is willing to set the highest of 
high standards for every person in the State 
of Tennessee. 

It is important to understand one size 
does not fit all when it comes to edu-
cational excellence. You’ve got to have local 
control of schools. It’s important. You can’t 
have your schools controlled from Wash-
ington, DC. The crux of the—one of the 
most important reforms in the bill is, we 
passed power out of Washington. We de-
centralized the process. We trust local peo-
ple. The same thing goes for the State of 
Tennessee. You’ve got to trust the local 
folks. You’ve got to empower the local 
teachers and principals and parents to chart 
the path for excellence. 

But the key to reform as well is the 
measurement. And that’s a fundamental dif-
ference, I suspect, in this campaign. If you 
believe every child can learn, if that’s what 

you believe, in your heart of hearts believe 
that’s the case, then you want to know 
whether every child is learning. If you be-
lieve that every child can read, then the 
next logical step is, ‘‘Show me, please. 
Show me whether or not the children of 
this State are learning how to read and 
write and add and subtract.’’ 

The No Child Left Behind legislation 
had as its cornerstone—it said this—it said: 
If you receive Federal money, for the first 
time in our Nation’s history, prove to us 
that you’re succeeding. And if you are, 
there will be plenty of praise for the hard-
working teachers. But if we find children 
trapped in schools which won’t teach and 
won’t change, you better have yourself a 
Governor who’s willing to challenge the sta-
tus quo. If you don’t measure, you don’t 
know. If you don’t measure, you’re not able 
to enforce high standards. If you don’t 
measure, you can’t truthfully say to the 
people of Tennessee, ‘‘I will make sure that 
no child is left behind.’’ 

And so Van Hilleary gets it, in my judg-
ment. He understands. He understands 
there are no second-rate children in Ten-
nessee. And when he finds schools that will 
not change, you will have a Governor who 
will, for the sake of the children of this 
State, challenge the status quo. 

I look forward to working with Senator 
Frist and Senator Alexander and Governor 
Hilleary to make sure America is a safer, 
stronger, and better place. And I want you 
to know that I know we’ve got challenges. 
I live with them every day. One of the 
biggest challenges we face is to make sure 
our economy continues to grow. I’m an op-
timist about our economy because I know 
the foundations for growth are strong. Any-
time that you’ve got interest rates that are 
low, inflation which is low, and productivity 
which is incredibly high, we’ve got the in-
gredients for growth. 

We’ve had a few things we’ve had to 
overcome. We’ve had a recession we’ve had 
to overcome. We’ve had some people in 
our society who thought they could lie to 
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the American people, to shareholders and 
employees. I had the honor of signing one 
of the most comprehensive corporate re-
sponsibility bills since Franklin Roosevelt 
was the President—I appreciate the sup-
port of the House Members and the Sen-
ate—and here’s what it said. It said: There’s 
not going to be any more easy money in 
America. We expect you to be a responsible 
citizen. We expect you to fully tell the 
truth, and if not, we’re going to let you 
serve some time. 

The market is adjusting, and that’s not 
good news for savers, which means we’ve 
got to do everything we can to make sure 
that people can find work. I took this page 
out of the economic textbook, and I think 
Van shares it with me: When times are 
slow, when the economy is bumping along, 
one way to help create jobs is to let people 
keep more of their own money. And there’s 
a big difference of opinion in Washington, 
DC, about that. And the difference is, is 
that do you increase the size of Govern-
ment, or do you let people have more 
money in their pocket? 

In order to stimulate small business and 
the entrepreneurial spirit, it’s important to 
let people keep more money so that they 
demand a good or a service. And when 
they demand a good or a service in the 
marketplace, somebody will produce that 
good or a service. And when somebody 
produces that good or a service, somebody 
is more likely to find work. The tax cuts 
came at the exact right time in American 
economic history. 

It’s hard to explain this. Maybe Senator 
Frist can explain it better than me, but 
the Senate agreed to the tax cuts, but they 
go away after 10 years. On the one hand, 
we giveth; on the other hand, we taketh 
away. It sounds pretty typical of Wash-
ington. After 10 years the tax relief plan 
that we passed reverts back to where—the 
tax rates revert back to where they were 
last year. The marriage penalty that we 
slashed goes back to where it was. The 
death tax, which is a terrible tax—it’s a 

terrible tax on farmers and ranchers and 
entrepreneurs and small-business people— 
is no longer repealed after 10 years. For 
the sake of economic growth, for the sake 
of job creation, and for the sake of giving 
our small businesses the chance to plan 
and for tax certainty, we need to make the 
tax cuts permanent. 

And we need to control spending in 
Washington, DC. There is a danger—it’s 
an election year, and there is no budget 
in the Senate. There is no constraint. I 
submitted a budget to the House—to the 
Congress that the House passed, which 
shows us getting back to balance as quickly 
as possible if we’re careful about spending 
the people’s money, if we fund our prior-
ities but not get excessive. Without a budg-
et in the Senate, we have a potential prob-
lem. 

The Congress must understand, if they’re 
interested in job creation—and by the way, 
there’s a lot of talk about that up there, 
and not much action yet. But if they’re 
interested in job creation, if they’re inter-
ested in making sure people can find work, 
they must not overspend the people’s 
money. There needs to be fiscal sanity in 
Washington, DC. 

And there are other things we can do 
to strengthen the economy. And I’ll give 
you one practical idea, and that is, we need 
terrorism insurance. There’s $15 billion 
worth of projects that have been put on 
hold or canceled in America because the 
manager of the project can’t get insurance. 
The terrorists struck, and they can’t get 
the insurance necessary to cover for terror. 
And therefore, these projects are on hold. 
There’s over 300,000 jobs which are going 
begging because these projects aren’t going 
forward. 

And so I thought it made sense for the 
Congress to come together and write a law 
that would provide a backstop. It’s a good 
jobs program. It’s a way to immediately 
affect the lives of the good, hard-working 
people who wear the hardhats in America. 
They’ve been talking about this issue now 
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for a year. Before they go home, they need 
to get a good terrorism insurance bill. If 
they’re interested in jobs, if they want peo-
ple back to work, join me in getting a good 
terrorism insurance bill—one, by the way, 
that rewards the hardhats of America, not 
the trial lawyers of America. 

Now, there’s a lot we can do to work 
to keep this economy growing. And I just 
want you to know I’m not going to rest 
until people can find work. We’re going 
to continue to build on the foundation of 
the—of economic growth. But my most im-
portant job is to protect America. That’s 
what’s on my mind a lot, is how best to 
secure this homeland. 

I have to tell you that, because there’s 
still an enemy out there which would like 
to strike us. They hate us because of what 
we love. We love our freedoms, and we’re 
not changing. So long as we love freedom, 
they will hate us, which means they’re 
going to hate us for a while, because we’re 
not changing our attitude. And they’re out 
there, and they’re lurking around. 

It’s a different kind of war. In the old 
days, you know, you’d measure infantries 
or air forces or flotillas, and you could tell 
how big the enemy was or where they were 
or whether or not you were making 
progress against them. This is a group of 
people, their leaders hide in a cave or the 
dark corners of a city somewhere, and they 
send youngsters to their suicidal deaths. 
They’re nothing but a bunch of cold-
blooded killers. We value life. In this coun-
try, we say everybody’s precious; everybody 
counts. They don’t value life. They’ve hi-
jacked a great religion, and murder in the 
name of that religion. 

And so we’ve got to do everything we 
can to prevent the enemy from hitting us 
again. The Government’s working long 
hours—I say the Government—the people 
in the Government are working long hours 
to run down every bit of evidence we get, 
every piece of intelligence. And we’re bet-
ter coordinated than we ever have been 
to really secure the homeland, to disrupt 

any cells that we think might exist, that 
we’re doing everything we can to let the 
enemy know that we know they’re there. 
And when we think they’re there, we obvi-
ously respect our Constitution, but we’re 
moving. And we’re moving pretty darn 
good. 

But there’s a way for me to better pro-
tect you and a way for future administra-
tions to better protect you, and that is to 
take all the agencies involved with home-
land defense and put them under one Cabi-
net officer. And it sounds simple, except 
when you start stepping on some bureau-
cratic toes. And the House passed a good 
bill, and the Senate is wrestling with it now, 
because some Senators really want to 
micromanage the managerial process. They 
want to pass a book of thick regulations 
that gets to make the managerial decisions 
for the Homeland Security Department. 
And that’s not right. It just doesn’t make 
any sense to tie the hands of the President 
and future Presidents when it comes to a 
matter of deep national concern. 

I’ll give you a couple of examples, what 
I’m talking about. On our border, we need 
to know who’s coming into the country, 
what they’re bringing into the country, and 
whether or not they’re leaving the country 
when they say they’re going to leave it. 
And yet we’ve got three fine agencies on 
the border. We’ve got your Border Patrol, 
your INS, and your Customs. They wear 
different uniforms. Sometimes they have 
conflicting strategies. We need to be able 
to move people interagency. We need to 
be able to button it up. We need to make 
it seamless. We need to be able to put 
the right people at the right place at the 
right time. But you can’t do that under 
the—one of the versions coming out of the 
United States Senate. There’s not the flexi-
bility necessary to better enforce our bor-
ders. 

I’ll give you another example. Customs 
people wear radiation detection devices; 
they should. If you’re interested in finding 
weapons of mass destruction, you’ve got to 
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have the device on your belt necessary to 
do that. The union head said no, that in 
order to do that, it needs to go to collective 
bargaining. We don’t have the time to 
argue about whether or not somebody 
ought to be wearing a device to better pro-
tect the homeland. 

Listen, I believe these hard-working em-
ployees ought to be able to have collective 
bargaining. But I also know I need the 
capacity to manage the agency in a way 
so I can look the American people in the 
eye and say, ‘‘We’re doing everything we 
can to protect you.’’ The Senate must hear 
this. We will not accept a bill that does 
not give this administration and future ad-
ministrations the capacity to protect the 
homeland. 

The best way to protect the homeland, 
however, is to take the fight to the enemy, 
to chase them down, one killer at a time, 
and bring them to justice, which is exactly 
what the United States of America is going 
to do. And we are making progress. The 
doctrine that says, ‘‘If you’re with us—ei-
ther you’re with us, or you’re with the 
enemy,’’ still stands. It’s clear. It hasn’t 
changed. And therefore, we still have this 
coalition of like-minded people or friends 
that are joining us in hunting these people 
down. 

Now, this is a different kind of war, as 
mentioned. Sometimes you will see 

progress on your TV screens or hear about 
it, and sometimes you’re just not going to 
know. That’s the nature of the war. Intel-
ligence sharing is an integral part of being 
able to succeed against the enemy. Cutting 
off their money is an integral part of fight-
ing the enemy. Arresting them or bringing 
them to justice is an integral part of fight-
ing the enemy. 

The other day this bin al-Shibh showed 
up or, as I like to say, popped his head 
up. He was the person that was going to 
be the 20th hijacker. And we got him in 
Pakistan, thanks to work with the Pakistan 
Government and our own Government. We 
ferreted him out, and he’s no longer a 

problem. He’s no longer a threat to the 
United States and any of our friends. 

That’s the kind of war we are waging 
in this part of the battle. And I bet you 
we’ve hauled in a couple of thousand of 
these killers. They’re detained. They’re no 
longer a problem. And like number weren’t 
as lucky, thanks to the United States mili-
tary. 

And there’s quite a few more to go; 
there’s quite a few more out there. It’s 
going to take a while. And that’s why I’ve 
submitted the largest increase in defense 
spending—asked the Congress to increase 
defense spending—the largest amount since 
Ronald Reagan was the President, because 
I want to make it clear, a couple of things 
clear. One, when we put our kids into 
harm’s way, they deserve the best pay, the 
best training, and the best possible equip-
ment. We owe that to them, and we owe 
it to their parents. 

And I also want to send a message to 
our friends and our foes: It doesn’t matter 
how long it takes to defend our freedom; 
we will defend freedom. There’s no quit 
in America—that we understand the stakes. 
The enemy made clear the stakes on Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001, and we’re not going 
to forget. You can hide in any cave you 
want; we’re coming after you. It doesn’t 
matter where you think you can hide, the 
long arm of justice of the United States 
of America will find you. 

And we’ve got some hills to climb. We’ve 
got some pretty tough stepping to do to 
get there, but the country is ready for it. 
And the Congress needs to get that bill— 
the defense bill to my desk. We’ve been 
talking about it now for a while. And 
they’re getting ready to go home. The lead-
ership has got to understand that the coun-
try expects, and I expect, the defense bill— 
in a time of war—the defense bill to get 
to my desk. They need to stop playing poli-
tics with the defense bill of the United 
States. 

You need to tell your kids about America 
and our not only desire to answer history’s 
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call and to defend our freedom but also 
that anytime our Nation goes anywhere, we 
go not to conquer anybody but to liberate 
people. I think one of the great lessons 
of this—of the first phase of this war was 
in Afghanistan. And we’re still there, by 
the way, and there’s still killers there. And 
we’ve still got troops there, and we’re going 
to be there for a while. But we went there, 
not only to uphold the doctrine that says, 
‘‘If you harbor a terrorist, you’re just as 
guilty as the terrorists,’’ but we also went 
because we believe life matters not only 
in America but everywhere. We believe 
every child has worth. We believe every 
person has worth. And we believe in free-
dom. We believe in freedom not only for 
ourselves, but we believe freedom is God-
given. We believe freedom is a right that 
everybody should realize. 

And you need to tell your kids that this 
country liberated people from the clutches 
of one of the most barbaric regimes in his-
tory. And thanks to the United States and 
thanks to our friends and allies, young 
girls—many young girls go to school for 
the first time. It’s an important lesson for 
our children that in the defense of our 
own freedoms, that this Nation will fight 
if we have to, to free others as well. 

I’ve got a problem, obviously, with Mr. 
Saddam Hussein, and so do you. And that 
is, he poses a threat. He poses a threat 
to America. He poses a threat to our 
friends, our Israeli friends, our friends in 
his own neighborhood. He is a threat, and 
we’ve started a debate in this country about 
how to deal with that threat. And it’s a 
really important debate. I don’t view this 
as a political discourse or a political debate. 
I view this as a debate about our future, 
the role of the United States and the world, 
about security and freedom. And I welcome 
the debate, and I look forward to watching 
the Congress debate this issue this week. 
I believe we’re going to get a strong resolu-
tion, backed by both Republicans and 
Democrats. 

But it’s their choice to make, just like 
it’s Mr. Saddam Hussein’s choice to make 
as to whether or not he will do what he 
told the world he would do—which is to 
stop lying, stop deceiving, and disarm. He 
told the world that he would not have 
weapons of mass destruction, and yet for 
11 years he has deceived the world. 

I went to the United Nations. I want 
to share with you why, because I really 
do want the United Nations to be effective. 
I don’t want the United Nations to be the 
League of Nations. I want the United Na-
tions to be an effective agent for peace. 
I want the United Nations to be able to 
help deal with the new issues we face. It’s 
their choice to make as well. See, for 11 
years they’ve passed resolution after resolu-
tion after resolution after resolution after 
resolution—16 resolutions, only to be de-
fied by Saddam Hussein. And in the mean-
time, he has gotten stronger. 

And so the fundamental question facing 
the world is, do we deal with this guy or 
not? It’s the world’s choice to make. We’ll 
see whether or not the United Nations has 
the desire, has the backbone necessary to 
uphold its own resolutions and help keep 
the peace. But if they’re unable to act, and 
if Saddam Hussein can’t do what he said 
he would do, which is disarm, this country 
will lead a coalition and disarm him, for 
the sake of peace. 

Committing our military into harm’s way 
is my last choice. I say—I talk about mili-
tary options as the last option, not the first 
option, because I understand the con-
sequences. But I want you to know that 
if we have to commit our military—and 
we may not have to, but if we have to— 
then we’ll have the best plans. The full 
force and fury of the United States military 
will be unleashed, and make no mistake 
about it, we will prevail. 

History has put the spotlight on this 
great Nation. And I’m confident this coun-
try will show the world and history our 
character, our strength, our determination, 
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our absolute love for freedom and the val-
ues which we hold dear. 

You know, the enemy hit us. I just can’t 
imagine what was going through their 
mind. I suspect they thought we were so 
materialistic and so self-absorbed, so selfish 
that all we would do after September the 
11th was maybe file a lawsuit or two. They 
didn’t understand. They really didn’t under-
stand, and they’re going to pay a severe 
price for not understanding. See, this coun-
try, instead of stepping back and said, ‘‘Oh, 
gosh, we’re going to be terrorized and so 
fearful we won’t act,’’ made the absolute, 
decided effort to act in the name of peace 
and freedom. 

Out of the evil done to the—to our 
country is going to come some good. And 
one of the good is going to be peace. You 
need to tell your children, amidst all of 
the discussion and the debate they hear, 
there is a strong desire by this President 
and my administration and our country to 
achieve peace. I believe by remaining 
strong and focused and determined and un-
relenting in our desire to wipe out terror, 
we can achieve peace for ourselves, and 
we can achieve peace in the Middle East, 
peace in South Asia. I believe it’s possible. 
I believe the enemy has handed us an un-
believable opportunity to make the world 
a more peaceful place, an opportunity 
which I intend to seize. 

And at home, the enemy hit us. And 
instead of us falling down in self-pity, we 
took a step back and made an assessment 
of that which is important and decided as 
a nation to fight evil by millions of acts 
of kindness and decency, that a lot of peo-
ple in our country stepped back and real-
ized that serving something greater than 
yourself in life was an incredibly important 
part of being a patriotic American. You 
know, as we fight to make—work to make 
America a stronger place and safer place, 
we’ve also got to work to make it a better 
place. It’s happening across our country 
now. 

People understand that to fight evil, all 
you’ve got to do is do some good. And 
it doesn’t have to be majestic acts: Men-
toring a child is part of doing good; going 
to a shut-in’s home and telling them you 
love them; recognizing that, in our society, 
there are people who hurt, people who are 
addicted, people who wonder what the 
American Dream was all about; and also 
recognizing that you can be a part of 
changing a person’s attitude and outlook 
by loving them. 

See, Government can hand out money, 
but it can’t put hope in people’s hearts. 
It can’t put a sense of purpose in people’s 
lives. That’s done when our fellow citizens 
take it upon themselves to be responsible 
for the society in which we live and love 
a neighbor just like you’d like to be loved 
yourself. 

No, the enemy hit us. They didn’t know 
who they were hitting. They’ve awakened 
a spirit of America here. The American 
spirit is strong, evidenced most clearly on 
that fateful day when people were flying 
across the country on Flight 93. They heard 
the plane was being used as a weapon. 
They realized America—that vast oceans 
could no longer protect us, and we were 
a battleground. They told their loved ones 
goodbye. They used the word ‘‘love’’ a lot. 
They said a prayer. A guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ 
They took the plane into ground to serve 
something greater than themselves in life. 

The American spirit is alive and strong. 
It’s not only an entrepreneurial spirit; it’s 
a spirit of compassion and decency and 
kindness. There is no question in my mind 
that this country can overcome the obsta-
cles in our way, and out of the evil done 
to America will come great good, peace 
around the world, and a hopeful, decent, 
compassionate America in which each of 
us who lives in this country understands 
the American Dream is meant for them. 

I want to thank you all for coming. May 
God bless you, and may God bless America. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 12:23 p.m. at 
the Knoxville Convention Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to candidate Van 
Hilleary’s wife, Meredith, and his parents, 
Bill and Evelyon Hilleary; former Tennessee 
gubernatorial candidate Jim Henry; senato-
rial candidate Lamar Alexander, and his wife, 

Honey; Janice Bowling, candidate for Ten-
nessee’s Fourth Congressional District; 
Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al Qaida operative 
suspected of helping to plan the September 
11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was captured 
in Karachi, Pakistan; and President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. 

Remarks Announcing Action on the Labor Disputes Affecting Pacific Coast 
Ports 
October 8, 2002 

I appreciate my Cabinet Secretaries join-
ing me here for this announcement. 

For over a week our ports along the Pa-
cific coast have been shut down. These 
ports handle more than $300 billion a year 
in trade. The work stoppage is hurting our 
entire economy. It is hurting truckers and 
rail operators who carry goods to other 
parts of America. It’s hurting farmers and 
ranchers and manufacturers, retailers and 
consumers who make, buy, and sell the 
products that pass through our ports. 

The crisis in our western ports is hurting 
the economy. It is hurting the security of 
our country, and the Federal Government 
must act. Americans are working hard every 
day to bring our economy back from reces-
sion. This Nation simply cannot afford to 
have hundreds of billions of dollars a year 
in potential manufacturing and agricultural 
trade sitting idle. We can’t afford it. Be-
cause of the situation at the west coast 
ports, our economy is already losing up to 
$1 billion a day, economic losses that trans-
late into lost jobs. 

The farm economy alone is losing a thou-
sand jobs a day. Automotive plants cannot 
get all the parts they need, and they’re 
laying off workers. Stores cannot begin 
stocking up for the holiday season. All of 
this will only worsen as time goes on. 

The work stoppage also threatens our na-
tional defense. These ports load the ships 
that carry supplies to our men and women 

in uniform. These ports also receive parts 
and materials used by our defense contrac-
tors to complete projects and maintain mili-
tary equipment. 

Federal mediators have been trying to 
get the workers and port operators to re-
sume operations while they negotiate their 
differences. The Secretary of Labor has 
been working hard to get people back to 
work. Unfortunately, the union and the 
management have been unable to reach an 
agreement. After a lot of work, particularly 
by our Labor Department and Secretary, 
after a lot of discussions, we have been 
unable to bring the two parties together, 
and therefore stronger action is required. 
Because the operation of western ports is 
vital to our economy and to our military, 
I have determined that the current situa-
tion imperils our national health and safety. 

I have appointed a board of inquiry to 
investigate the issues at stake. Today the 
board submitted an official report stating 
each party’s position. I am now directing 
Attorney General Ashcroft to seek an in-
junction under the Taft-Hartley Act, ending 
the lockout and requiring work at the ports 
to resume at a normal pace. This dispute 
between management and labor cannot be 
allowed to further harm the economy and 
force thousands of working Americans from 
their jobs. 

This injunction will allow the parties 
more time to resolve their differences. It 
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is not, however, a permanent solution to 
the problem, and the Federal Government 
will continue working with both sides to 
pursue a settlement. The ultimate responsi-
bility for an agreement lies with the worker 
representatives and the port operators. I 
expect both sides to put the concerns of 

our national health and safety first and 
work in good faith to resolve their dif-
ferences as quickly as possible. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:44 p.m. on 
the South Grounds at the White House. 

Letter to the Attorney General Directing Action on the Labor Disputes 
Affecting Pacific Coast Ports 
October 8, 2002 

Dear Mr. Attorney General: 
On October 7, 2002, by virtue of the 

authority vested in me by section 206 of 
the Labor Management Relations Act, 1947 
(61 Stat. 155; 29 U.S.C. 176) (the ‘‘Act’’), 

issued Executive Order 13275. That 
Order created a Board of Inquiry to report 
on certain labor disputes affecting the mari-
time industry of the United States. 

Today, I received the Board’s written re-
port in the matter. A copy of the report 
is attached. In my opinion, this unresolved 
labor dispute has resulted in a lock-out af-
fecting a substantial part of the maritime 
industry of the United States, an industry 
that is engaged in trade, commerce, trans-
portation (including the transportation of 
military supplies), transmission, and com-
munication among the several States and 
with foreign nations. This lock-out, if per-

mitted to continue, will imperil the national 
health and safety. 

Therefore, in order to eliminate this peril 
and to secure the resumption of trade, 
commerce, transportation, transmission, and 
communication among the several States 
and with foreign nations, I direct you, pur-
suant to the provisions of section 208 of 
the Act, to petition in the name of the 
United States in any District Court of the 
United States having jurisdiction of the par-
ties to enjoin the lock-out (or its continu-
ance) and for such other relief as may in 
your judgment be appropriate. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this letter. 

Remarks at a Reception for Hispanic Heritage Month 
October 9, 2002 

Bienvenidos. It is such an honor to have 
you all here to the Casa Blanca, la casa 
de todos que viven en esta pais. As the 
Surgeon General mentioned, I’m just a 
temporary resident—[laughter]—but es un 
gran honor para mi familia de vivir aqui. 

I want to thank you all for coming. His-
panic Heritage Month is an important 
month for our country, particularly now 
that we’re at a time of war. You see, His-
panic Heritage Month talks to the great 
diversity of our country and the fact that 
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our country is a strong country because of 
our diversity. 

And this particular month we welcome 
the influence of the Hispano in our coun-
try. We welcome the great values that our 
Hispanic Americans bring to America, the 
values of faith y familia. Part of our entre-
preneurial spirit is made stronger by the 
Hispanics who live in America. We’re really 
proud of this heritage. We appreciate the 
hard work. We appreciate the determina-
tion. 

I love the stories of our Surgeon Gen-
eral, the success stories of families who 
have sought a better day and have worked 
hard, and Americans have been able to 
reap the benefit of the greatest country in 
the face of the Earth. So welcome to the 
White House. It’s an honor for me to wel-
come you here. 

Obviously, we’re celebrating—one of the 
things we celebrate in Hispanic Heritage 
Month is the great talent of many 
Hispanos, and we saw some great talent 
today. And I want to thank Carlos Ponce 
for being the emcee. Carlos, I’m going to 
be watching the eBay auctions very care-
fully. [Laughter] Times get tough. [Laugh-
ter] 

I appreciate las Tejanas. I appreciate Jaci 
Velasquez y tambien Jennifer Pena. They’re 
great talent. I’m proud to call them Texans. 
We’ve got some great talent in our State, 
and these are two of the best. And I really 
want to thank you all for coming. And 
make sure you tell everybody at home I 
might have changed addresses, but I 
haven’t changed homes. [Laughter] 

And I also want to thank Gian Marco. 
Listen, if he’s the first Peruvian here, we 
might as well have started with one of the 
best. [Laughter] And I’m honored you’re 
here, Gian. Thank you for coming. 

I want to thank Johnny Delgado from 
the Baltimore Police Department for start-
ing this, for reciting the Pledge. Johnny 
represents many of our Hispanic Americans 
who serve on the frontlines in the war 
against terror, our firefighters, our police 

officers, our EMS teams. And I’m so hon-
ored, Johnny, that you’re here, and thanks 
for coming. On behalf of a grateful nation, 
I want to thank you and all the good folks 
who wear the uniform for the job you do. 

I want to thank Senator Orrin Hatch for 
coming. He’s a great friend of—he’s a good 
buddy. I’m glad he’s here. I’m glad he’s 
in the Senate. [Laughter] One of my jobs 
is to put together an administration that 
is talented, an administration here to serve 
the country, not themselves, an administra-
tion that reflects the diversity of our coun-
try. And I’m doing just that. Obviously, you 
met our new Surgeon General, Rich 
Carmona. Rich is a—he’s a piece of work. 
[Laughter] He’ll do a fabulous job in that 
incredibly important position. 

Gaddi Vasquez, who is Director of the 
Peace Corps, is here. Gaddi, thank you for 
coming. Hans Hertell is an Embajador de— 
to the Dominican Republic, is with us 
today. Hans is from Puerto Rico, a good 
friend of mine. 

There’s another Ambassador here who’s 
not an American, but nevertheless he is 
the Embajador de Mexico, our close friends, 
Mexico. I appreciate Ambassador Bremer 
for coming. I’m honored you’re here. 

Mira, y tambien un otro amigo de mio. 
He is the Gobernador, the Governor of 
Tamulipas, Tomas Yarrington. I appreciate 
you coming, Gobernador. I don’t know if 
this helps or hurts him, but he is a rising 
star in Mexican politics. [Laughter] I’ve 
known him, obviously when I was the Gov-
ernor of Texas and now as the President. 
He’s a good fellow, and I’m proud to call 
him friend. 

Rosario Marin is here with us. Rosario 
is the Treasurer of the United States. Hec-
tor Barreto is the Small Business Adminis-
trator. I appreciate you coming, Hector. 
Eduardo Aguirre, who is the head of the— 
Vice Chairman of the Export-Import Bank. 
Eduardo, I’m glad you are here. 

Jose Fourquet, who is the United States 
Executive Director of the Inter-American 
Development Bank—Jose, thank you for 
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coming. Where are you, Jose? Oh, there 
he is. These are people I’ve appointed. 
These are part of the diversity of our ad-
ministration. I’m glad they’re here so I can 
herald their—their accomplishment and 
their service to the country. 

Everybody has got to have a good law-
yer—[laughter]—particularly me. Mi 
abogado es un Tejano, Al Gonzalez, my 
good friend. 

Our military is—the Hispanic population 
in our country has served disproportionately 
in our military. The Hispanic population 
steps up when the country says, we need 
service. And they do. They have throughout 
our history. Today we’ve got with us Major 
General Chris Cortez of the United States 
Marine Corps. I’ve got great confidence in 
our military. I’ve got confidence in our 
troops. I’ll talk a little bit about that in 
a second. But General, thanks for coming. 

I appreciate my friend Emilio Estefan, 
who is the producer of this outfit. You want 
to talk about a cool guy. [Laughter] 

We happen to have Miss Universe with 
us today, from Panama. Thank you for 
coming, Miss Universe. And I see my 
friend Raul from Texas is sitting next to 
you. [Laughter] He’s probably claiming he 
should have that seat because he’s from 
Panama and a Texan. [Laughter] I suspect 
it’s for other reasons, but nevertheless. 
[Laughter] 

As you probably know, as the Surgeon 
General mentioned, I’m a baseball fan. I 
love baseball. Some of the best years of 
my life were watching the mighty Rangers, 
and we’ve got a couple of mighty Rangers 
here with us. I saw one guy grow up from 
a 19-year-old kid, who’s one of the greats 
of all time, and that’s Pudge Rodriguez. 
I want to thank you for coming, Pudge. 

And my daughters used to love to come 
to the game, and they fell in love early 
in life with Rafael Palmeiro. [Laughter] 
And I want to thank you all for bringing 
your families. Yes, mira, thanks for coming, 
guys. I appreciate you. Hi, Lynn. How are 
you doing? Rosa. 

I want to thank Nomar Garciaparra from 
the Red Sox for coming. Nomar, thanks 
for being here. Nomar, when we had the 
first tee-ball game at the White House, was 
there. And one of the things we’re trying 
to do is use our backyard to promote base-
ball. And we had these kids come, and 
Nomar was here to help kick that off. I’m 
so honored you came. 

I appreciate Octavio Dotel from the 
Houston Astros. Octavio, good to see you. 
Nelson Figueroa—donde esta Nelson? Nel-
son, thank you for coming. 

These are the current players. These 
guys are stars and potential Hall of Famers. 
But we’re also really fortunate to have some 
Hall of Famers with us, people who’ve ac-
tually done what these players are doing. 

It is such an honor to have four Hall 
of Famers, starting with Rod Carew. Man, 
that guy could hit. I appreciate you coming, 
Rod. Tony Perez, Luis Aparicio, yes, y por 
fin, Juan Marichal—I’m really glad you all 
are here. You brighten my day. [Laughter] 
Thanks for coming. 

One of my jobs as well is to make sure 
our bench is strong. I’ve named a fantastic 
Hispanic American to the bench, a young 
guy named Miguel Estrada. I named him 
to one of the highest courts possible, to 
the DC Circuit Court of Appeals. It’s an 
incredibly important appointment. He’s 
well qualified. He is very smart. He came 
to our country from El Salvador. He 
couldn’t speak English. He’s now been 
picked, amongst all the candidates, to take 
on this highest of high positions in the 
bench. He’s having trouble in the United 
States Senate. 

There are some Senators—certainly not 
Senator Hatch, who is one of his strongest 
advocates—there are Senators who are 
playing politics with this good man’s nomi-
nation. There are Senators who would rath-
er not give him the benefit of the doubt, 
Senators looking for a reason to defeat him, 
as opposed to looking for a reason to herald 
his intelligence, his capabilities, his talent. 
I strongly object to the way this man is 
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going to be treated in the Senate. I urge 
the Senate to confirm the nomination of 
Miguel Estrada. 

I talked about our military. The reason 
we’re talking about our military these days 
is because we’re at war, and we’re at war 
for precisely the reason why we’re here. 
We’re at war because we love freedom. 
We love the fact that people are free in 
America, free to worship an Almighty any 
way you see fit, free to come to this coun-
try with a dream and realize the dream, 
free to express your opinion, free to—if 
you happen to be in the press—to write 
anything you want to write. That’s freedom, 
and that’s what we love. And it’s hard to 
believe, but there’s an enemy which hates 
freedom and hates us as a result of our 
embrace of freedom. And so therefore, 
we’re at war. We’re at war, and we’re still 
at war. We’re still at risk here in America. 
We’re at risk because there’s some enemies 
still lurking around out there. 

This is a different kind of war, as the 
General would tell you. In the old days, 
you could destroy the person’s tanks or air-
planes or ships and be making progress. 
But these people don’t have tanks. They 
don’t have ships. They hide in caves and 
send youngsters to their suicidal death. 

And see, so long as we embrace the di-
versity and freedom of our country, which 
we will always do, and so long as they’re 
lurking out there, we’re at war. But make 
no mistake, sin duda venceremos. There’s 
no doubt about it. We will win because 
of what we love. We will win because we’re 
determined and strong. We will win be-
cause we’re a nation which holds values 
dear to our heart. And we refuse to be 
intimidated by anybody, at any place, at 
any time. We will win because we want 
to uphold our duty and obligation to leave 
America intact and free, so future genera-
tions of people, Hispanic or otherwise, can 
realize dreams, can succeed, can realize 
their God-given talents. That’s what this is 
all about. 

And so I want to thank you for coming 
to honor this month, but I want to assure 
you that this great Nation will lead the 
world to be more free. 

And we’ve got some difficult tasks at 
hand. Not only, we must chase down the 
Al Qaida, one by one, which we continue 
to do to this very day, but we’ve also got 
to deal with threats that are real. And I 
gave a speech to the Nation the other day 
to discuss those threats in sober terms, to 
talk about the realities of the world in 
which we live. 

It used to be in this great country we 
had two oceans protecting us, and if some-
body had a problem across the sea, we 
might help them or we might not. Today, 
these oceans—the fact that the oceans no 
longer protect us mean that the battle-
ground is here. So this great country will 
be deliberate. We will rally other nations. 
We will give other people a chance to deal 
with Iraq, for example. 

The U.N., the United Nations now has 
a chance, Mr. Ambassador. As a member 
of the Security Council, I’m confident your 
nation will join us to—to send a clear mes-
sage that this man must disarm before he 
hurts America or anybody else. And he has 
to make a choice. We’re a patient nation. 
He’s got a choice to make. His choice is, 
he must do what he said he was going 
to do. He said he wasn’t going to have 
weapons of mass destruction. That’s what 
we expect. We take a man for his word. 

But if he doesn’t disarm and if the 
United Nations won’t act, for the sake of 
our freedom, we will lead other countries 
that love freedom as much as we do and 
disarm him. We owe it to our children. 
We love peace in this country, and when 
we see threats to peace, we will deal with 
them in a deliberate, calm, logical, and, 
if need be, forceful way. 

And as we work to make America a more 
secure place and a safer place, we’ve got 
to make it a better place too. And that 
means making sure everybody gets a good 
education in our country—everybody. 
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We passed a really good education bill. 
I want to share the spirit of the bill, be-
cause I believe it speaks to the month we’re 
celebrating. It says that every child can 
learn. That’s the first thing. See, it starts 
with the attitude that if—if there are low 
expectations, if perhaps a school district or 
people think that because a parent doesn’t 
speak English as a first language, therefore 
a certain child may not be able to learn, 
we’re going to challenge that. 

See, when you have low standards, you’re 
liable to get bad results. That’s what I have 
called the soft bigotry of low expectations. 
We have challenged that soft bigotry. We 
say in this country, every child can learn— 
every child—not just some, not a select 
few, not those who may live in the nice 
suburban districts, but every child can 
learn. 

And then it says that in return for receiv-
ing Federal money, we want to know. You 
see, in return for receiving Federal money, 
we expect local districts and States to show 
us whether or not each child is learning. 

And when we find the fact that some 
children are not learning, we must correct 
problems early, before it’s too late. Every-
body counts in America. Each child matters 
in this country. To make sure we have a 
better America, no child—not one single 
child—needs be left behind. 

I believe this Nation is strong in its di-
versity. We love our freedom. It’s an in-
credibly great nation. And out of the evil 
done to our country on September the 
11th, 2001, will come incredible good. 
That’s what you must know about our Na-

tion. Out of the evil done to America can 
come some great good. 

If we stay tough and firm and strong, 
we can achieve peace. We can achieve 
peace for people here at home; we can 
achieve peace in the world. And by being— 
by loving your neighbor just like you’d like 
to be loved yourself, we can achieve a bet-
ter tomorrow. We can work together to 
eradicate the pockets of hopelessness, lone-
liness, and despair. People can fight evil 
by doing some good, by putting your arm 
around a lost soul and saying, ‘‘I love you. 
My fellow American, I love you.’’ 

There is no question in my mind, be-
cause of our strength, diversity, because of 
the values we hold, that we will be a 
stronger and more compassionate and bet-
ter nation. 

I want to thank you all for coming to 
celebrate this important month. It is an 
honor for me to welcome you to the White 
House. I appreciate so very much your con-
tributions to our country. 

May God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:32 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to entertainers Carlos 
Ponce, Jaci Velasquez, Jennifer Pena, and 
Gian Marco; Juan Jose Bremer Martino, 
Mexican Ambassador to the United States; 
entertainer Emilio Estefan; and Miss Uni-
verse 2002 Justine Pasek. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. The Na-
tional Hispanic Heritage Month proclama-
tion of September 13 is listed in Appendix 
D at the end of this volume. 
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Message to the Congress on Extending the Period of Production of the 
Naval Petroleum Reserve 
October 9, 2002 

To the Congress of the United States: 
In accordance with section 201(3) of the 

Naval Petroleum Reserves Production Act 
of 1976 (10 U.S.C. 7422(c)(2)), I am in-
forming you of my decision to extend the 
period of production of the Naval Petro-
leum Reserves for a period of 3 years from 
April 5, 2003, the expiration date of the 
currently authorized period of production. 

Enclosed is a copy of the report inves-
tigating the necessity of continued produc-

tion of the reserves as required by section 
201(3)(c)(2)(B) of the Naval Petroleum Re-
serves Production Act of 1976. In light of 
the findings contained in the report, I cer-
tify that continued production from the 
Naval Petroleum Reserves is in the national 
interest. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
October 9, 2002. 

Remarks on House of Representatives Action on the Resolution 
Authorizing the Use of Military Force Against Iraq 
October 10, 2002 

I would like to thank the Members of 
the House of Representatives, just as I 
thanked Speaker Hastert and Leader 
Gephardt a few minutes ago, for the very 
strong bipartisan vote authorizing the use 
of force in Iraq if it becomes necessary. 

The House debate was conducted in the 
best traditions of the United States Con-
gress. It was spirited; it was civil; and it 
was informed. This is a debate and a deci-
sion that all Americans can be proud of. 

I’m also pleased with the progress being 
made in the Senate, and I look forward 
to a final vote soon. 

The House of Representatives has spo-
ken clearly to the world and to the United 
Nations Security Council: The gathering 
threat of Iraq must be confronted fully and 
finally. Today’s vote also sends a clear mes-

sage to the Iraqi regime: It must disarm 
and comply with all existing U.N. resolu-
tions, or it will be forced to comply. There 
are no other options for the Iraqi regime. 
There can be no negotiations. The days 
of Iraq acting as an outlaw state are coming 
to an end. 

The United States is committed to help-
ing make the world more peaceful and 
more just. We are committed to freedom 
for all. We’re also committed to protecting 
human dignity, and today’s vote is an im-
portant step toward fulfilling those great 
American commitments. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4 p.m. in the 
Roosevelt Room at the White House. 

1778 



e Aug 04 2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00627 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.014 193761

Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Oct. 11 

Statement on Senate Action on the Resolution Authorizing the Use of 
Military Force Against Iraq 
October 11, 2002 

With tonight’s vote in the United States 
Senate, America speaks with one voice. The 
Congress has spoken clearly to the inter-
national community and the United Nations 
Security Council. Saddam Hussein and his 
outlaw regime pose a grave threat to the 
region, the world, and the United States. 
Inaction is not an option; disarmament is 
a must. 

I commend Members of the Senate for 
the strong bipartisan vote authorizing the 
use of force if necessary. The Senate, like 

the House, conducted this important de-
bate and vote in the finest traditions of 
our democracy. 

Our Nation seeks a more just and more 
peaceful world. Our nation seeks a safer 
and better world. America will never waver 
in its commitment to these ideals. 

NOTE: The statement referred to President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. The Senate re-
ceived H.J. Res. 114 on October 10 and 
voted at 12:50 a.m. on October 11. 

Remarks on Humanitarian Aid to Afghanistan 
October 11, 2002 

Welcome. Please be seated. Thanks for 
coming. Laura and I appreciate you coming 
today, and it’s a chance to talk about our 
vision for our friends in Afghanistan. 

It was a year ago that American forces 
were just beginning the liberation of Af-
ghanistan. And on this date last year, a 
year ago today, I asked the children of 
America to contribute one dollar to provide 
food and medical help to the children of 
Afghanistan. In a year’s time after making 
that request, we’ve really accomplished a 
lot. We have. We have seen, of course, 
the tremendous skill and character of a 
United States military. We have seen the 
courage of our allies and our Afghan 
friends. We have seen the spirit of the Af-
ghan people, who long for freedom. We’ve 
seen the great generosity of our fellow 
Americans extended to men, women, and 
children on the other side of the Earth. 

And yet today I want you all to know 
and our fellow citizens to know there’s still 
a lot left to do. There’s still a lot of work 
to do in Afghanistan to achieve our dreams 

and, more importantly, the dreams of the 
Afghan people. Today America affirms its 
full commitment to a future of progress 
and stability for the Afghan people. 

I appreciate so very much the 
Ambassador for being here. Mr. Ambas-
sador, I want to thank you for your service. 
The Ambassador is a—was an American cit-
izen until recently. He decided he wanted 
to serve his country, the land of his birth, 
renounced his citizenship so he could be-
come the official Ambassador from Afghan-
istan to the United States. And Ambassador 
Shahryar is a—is a great man who serves 
a wonderful example of putting your coun-
try above yourself. 

And so, Mr. Ambassador, we’re honored 
you’re here. I want to thank you—where 
is he? Oh, Ambassador, you’d think they’d 
have given you a better seat. [Laughter] 
I’m proud of you. I really am. 

I’m also proud of Andrew Natsios, who 
is our Administrator of USAID. I want to 
thank him. I’ll talk about some of Andy’s 
fellow employees here in a minute and 
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what they’re doing on behalf of the Amer-
ican people to help Afghanistan children. 

Sharif Faez is the Minister of Edu-
cation—Higher Education. He too used to 
live in America. He’s now serving his coun-
try. He shares our vision and understanding 
of the need to make sure the educational 
systems are strong and available, so that 
people can have hope in his country. Mr. 
Minister, thank you for your service, and 
I’m honored you’re here with us. 

I appreciate the Members of the Con-
gress being here. Dana, thanks for coming. 
Members of my national security team who 
are working hard on Afghan policy, whether 
it be Condi Rice, who’s the boss, or Zal— 
where are you, Zal? Thank you, Zal. He 
knows a lot about Afghanistan. After all, 
he was from there. Elliott Abrams, mem-
bers of my team who care deeply about 
our policy to make sure that our policy 
is complete. 

The—it’s very important for our fellow 
Americans to remember that—keep in 
mind about the Taliban. They were the 
most brutal and oppressive Governments— 
one of the most brutal and oppressive Gov-
ernments in modern times. It’s hard for 
us to understand in America, but these are 
people who attempted to control every 
mind and every soul in the country. They 
obviously had a vast network of terrorist 
camps available to train extremists from 
around the world. Thanks to America and 
thanks to our friends, thanks to people who 
love freedom for everybody, the oppressive 
rule has been lifted. They’re no longer in 
power. They’re on the run along with a 
bunch of other ones over there, too. Af-
ghanistan has entered a new era of hope. 
And we want to be a continued part of 
the new era of hope in Afghanistan. 

One of our dear values, one of the values 
we hold close to our heart, is the respect 
and beliefs of all peaceloving people, no 
matter what their faith may be. Islam is 
a vibrant faith. Millions of our fellow citi-
zens are Muslim. We respect the faith. We 
honor its traditions. Our enemy does not. 

Our enemy don’t follow the great traditions 
of Islam. They’ve hijacked a great religion. 

But it’s important, as we lift that veil, 
to remember that they are nothing but a 
bunch of radical terrorists who distort his-
tory and the values of Islam. Islam is a 
faith that brings comfort to people. It in-
spires them to lead lives based on honesty 
and justice and compassion. 

We’ve also got a great tradition not only 
of recognizing freedom of religion and re-
specting religion; we’ve got a great tradition 
of liberating people, not conquering them. 
It’s very important for our citizens to re-
member that as we upheld that doctrine 
that said, ‘‘If you harbor a terrorist, you’re 
just as guilty as the terrorists,’’ that we went 
into Afghanistan to free people, because we 
believe in freedom. We believe every life 
counts; everybody has worth; everybody 
matters, whether they live in America or 
in Afghanistan. 

And so we are helping the people to 
now recover from years of tyranny and op-
pression. We’re helping Afghanistan to 
claim its democratic future, and we’re help-
ing that nation to establish public order 
and safety, even while the struggle against 
terror continues in some corners of that 
country. There’s still Al Qaida killers roam-
ing around Afghanistan. We’re working 
closely with the Government to rout them 
out, not only to make sure that Afghanistan 
is more safe but also to make sure America 
is safe as well. 

A year ago, it was really hard to find 
security and safety anywhere in Afghani-
stan. Just ask the citizens who were there. 
Now, America is helping to form a new 
Afghan national army. We are committed 
to an Afghan national army. The idea is 
to train 18 battalions of over 10,000 soldiers 
and finish the task by the end of next year. 

I’m proud that Germany is helping as 
well to bring civil order by helping to build 
a police force. The International Security 
Assistance Force, what they call the ISAF, 
led by coalition countries, is helping to 
keep the streets safe in the city of Kabul. 
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Security is a requirement for recovery and 
development—can’t have recovery and de-
velopment unless there is a secure society. 
America and other nations will continue 
working with the Afghan Government to 
build security, so the Afghan people can 
live their lives without violence and without 
fear. 

A year ago, Afghans were living under 
history’s first-ever terrorist-sponsored re-
gime. These people had found a parasite. 
And in June of 2002, history will show that 
Afghanistan reversed its history by having 
a loya jirga and created the most broadly 
representative government in Afghanistan’s 
history. There are two women serving in 
President Karzai’s cabinet. The institutions 
of free debate and free press are taking 
hold. New commissions on human rights 
and the drafting of a new constitution will 
lay the groundwork for democracy and for 
the rule of law. The institutions necessary 
for the development of a peaceful, hopeful 
country are going to be put in place soon. 
We will stay the course to help that country 
develop—in their image, not in ours. 

A year ago, millions of Afghans lived in 
fear of famine and disease. In the time 
since, America has delivered food and med-
icine to the Afghan people. We are com-
mitted to the health of the Afghan people. 
Over the last year, U.N. World Food Pro-
gramme, with the support of the United 
States, has provided 575,000 metric tons 
of food to nearly 10 million Afghans. The 
United States has also provided seed and 
fertilizer in time for the spring planting sea-
son. The United States joined with other 
nations to support UNICEF’s vaccination 
of more than 8 million children against 
measles. American health care officials are 
helping with other efforts to improve public 
health, including the fight against polio and 
malaria, HIV, and tuberculosis. These relief 
efforts have put hunger and disease on the 
retreat. We got the Taliban gone. We’d like 
to get disease and hunger gone as well. 

More than 2 million Afghan refugees 
have returned back to the country since 

November. That is a positive sign. It’s a 
good sign that people are sensing their 
country is a better place to live and more 
secure, a better place to raise a family. 

One American bringing hope to Afghani-
stan is Sergeant First Class Victor Ander-
son. Victor is with us today. Sergeant An-
derson spent 7 months traveling in Afghani-
stan. He visited hospitals and clinics, pro-
vided medical care from his car. He never 
turned down anybody who asked for help. 
He treated broken bones. He treated gun-
shot wounds. He treated cuts and diseases. 
He treated a small child who was bitten 
by a donkey. [Laughter] Sergeant Ander-
son, your service brings great credit to the 
Army and to America, and the Nation is 
really grateful for your work. 

A year ago, the children of Afghanistan 
were suffering greatly in a nation beset by 
war. It’s not hard to imagine children suf-
fering in a nation beset by war, and it’s 
really sad. The children of America re-
sponded with great compassion. America’s 
Fund for Afghan Children has collected 
more than $101⁄2 million. That’s a dime at 
a time or a dollar at a time. That’s a lot 
of kids working hard to collect money. It 
has allowed the Red Cross to deliver emer-
gency medical supplies to help serve 60,000 
people. This fund has helped provide win-
ter clothes to 8,000 children, to help reha-
bilitate hospitals in Kabul. 

Today we’ve got representatives of the 
fund, twins, Sarah and Alexander Ahmad. 
Together, they’ve raised $12,000—$12,000. 
That’s a lot of money. Nearly 25 years ago, 
Sarah and Alexander’s dad came to America 
from Afghanistan, from war-torn Afghani-
stan. Today, the family is helping to give 
peace a chance in their ancestral home and, 
as importantly, showing the world the gen-
erous heart, the great heart, of the Amer-
ican people. I really appreciate the example 
you’re setting, and thank you for joining 
us today. 

And by the way, the fund still exists. 
And I hope the American children under-
stand there are still people in Afghanistan 
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who hurt a lot. And if you’ve given once, 
it’s okay to give again to make sure we 
continue to help the people in Afghanistan. 

America will continue to provide that 
country with essential short-term relief. We 
also understand that Afghanistan needs 
long-term economic reconstruction help, 
and we will meet this commitment as well. 

Starting with the Tokyo Conference last 
January, the United States and 60 other 
countries have pledged $4.5 billion over 5 
years to work on reconstruction projects. 
America is delivering on our pledge. We’re 
writing our checks. We’re currently imple-
menting more than $300 million worth of 
reconstruction and recovery projects. The 
nations who have made pledges, the other 
nations, they need to be good on their 
pledges. If you say you’re going to help 
the Afghan people, do it. If you’ve made 
a pledge, write your check. It’s important. 

America and our partners are helping re-
build roads and bridges and waterways and 
buildings. Last month, the United States 
and Japan and Saudi Arabia committed 
$180 million to rebuild the highway con-
necting Kabul, Kandahar, and Herat. It’s 
an important project. 

President Karzai spoke to me about it 
in the Oval Office. He said, ‘‘It’s important 
that we show the people that we’re—that 
we can work together to restore the historic 
link, to make sure that commerce and trade 
flow more freely and that people are able 
to find work.’’ I want to thank the Saudi 
Arabians, the Japanese for joining us in this 
highly visible and highly important project. 

We’re also helping to rebuild schools and 
hospitals and clinics. Some of the first re-
building is being done by the U.S. Army 
Civil Affairs soldiers, who are working with 
relief agencies to rebuild dozens of schools. 
With us today is Captain Britton London, 
who enlisted friends, family members, 
church groups to supply Afghan students 
with thousands of pens and pencils and 
notebooks. Captain London is a man after 
my own heart. He started a—he got the 
equipment necessary to start the first post-

Taliban baseball league. [Laughter] He 
brought me a ball—two balls signed by the 
Eagles—the Eagles, the Eagles, the mighty 
Eagles of Afghan baseball. [Laughter] And 
they practice—they’re practicing now, and 
the games are held once a week. 

Our soldiers wear the uniforms of war-
riors, but they are also compassionate peo-
ple. And the Afghan people are really be-
ginning to see the true strength of our 
country. I mean, routing out the Taliban 
was important, but building a school is 
equally important. 

Across Afghanistan, U.S. aid will help 
build and refurbish several hundred more 
schools over the next 2 years. We’re also 
in the process of training hundreds of 
teachers. In March, many girls walked into 
a classroom for the first time. And our 
country has provided them, as well as the 
boys, with millions of new textbooks. 

It’s hard to believe—I know it’s hard for 
some in America to believe that the Afghan 
people were living under a government that 
would not let girls go to school. It’s just 
hard to imagine in America. But it’s reality. 
And now we’ve got a lot of work to do 
to make up for lost time. Everybody counts. 
Everybody has worth. Everybody matters. 
Spearheading our back-to-school efforts are 
Lisa Hartenberger and Nitin Madhav. They 
work for USAID. They’re a part of the— 
they’re a part of the new army in Afghani-
stan. These are army of compassionate 
souls who are on the frontlines of making 
sure that the Afghan people understand our 
commitment is real, that when we talk 
about freedom, we understand that free-
dom is more than just a word. Freedom 
is a chance for people to get a good edu-
cation. Freedom is a chance for people to 
get good health care. Freedom is a chance 
for people to realize their dreams. 

And I want to thank—I want to thank 
these two fine public servants that work 
for—with Andy, for your service to the 
country in service of Afghanistan. Thank 
you, Lisa. Thank you, buddy. 
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Last year, when the Taliban fell—I know 
I remember it, and I’m sure a lot of our 
fellow Americans remember—the images of 
celebration that took place in the streets. 
People came out to celebrate freedom. It 
reminded us that the whole world—in the 
whole world there is a huge appetite for 
freedom. People love to be free. And it’s 
important—as we stay in Afghanistan, it will 
be important for other brave people, 
whether they live in Muslim countries or 
in the Middle East, people who stand for 
tolerance and the rule of law and equal 
rights and freedom of expression, to see 
our commitment to freedom; that our com-
mitment for freedom is complete, and it’s 
real, and it’s sincere. 

It’s also important for people to know 
we never seek to impose our culture or 
our form of government. We just want to 
live under those universal values, God-given 
values. We believe in the demands of 
human dignity that apply in every culture, 
in every nation. Human beings should have 
the right to free speech. Women deserve 
respect and opportunity. All people deserve 
equal justice, religious tolerance. This is 
true in America. This is true in Afghanistan. 
These rights are true everywhere. 

We’ve seen in Afghanistan that the road 
to freedom can be hard; it’s a hard struggle. 
We’ve also seen in Afghanistan that the 
road to freedom is the only one worth trav-
eling. Any nation that sacrifices to build 
a future of liberty will have the respect, 
the support, and the friendship of the 
United States of America. 

May God bless the people of Afghanistan 
and of America. Thank you all for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:34 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building. In his remarks, he 
referred to Representative Dana Rohr-
abacher of California; Zalmay Khalilzad, Spe-
cial Presidential Envoy for Afghanistan; El-
liott Abrams, Special Assistant to the Presi-
dent and Senior Director for Democracy, 
Human Rights, and International Oper-
ations; Ishaq Shahryar, Afghan Ambassador 
to the United States; Minister of Higher 
Education Mohammad Sharif Faez and 
President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan; and 
Lisa Hartenberger, education adviser for Af-
ghanistan, and Nitin Madhav, program devel-
opment adviser for Afghanistan, USAID. 

Statement on Signing the Vicksburg National Military Park Boundary 
Modification Act of 2002 
October 11, 2002 

I have today signed into law S. 1175, 
the ‘‘Vicksburg National Military Park 
Boundary Modification Act of 2002.’’ In 
1863, union forces under the command of 
Major General Ulysses S. Grant and con-
federate forces under the command of 
Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton 
fought for control of Vicksburg, Mississippi, 
a strategic location on the lower Mississippi 
River. The Act authorizes the Secretary of 
the Interior to add the confederate com-
mander’s headquarters to the Park, which 

has included the union commander’s head-
quarters for many decades. The Act will 
enable the Department of the Interior to 
preserve property for the education of 
Americans today, and in generations to 
come. 

The second sentence of section 3(b) of 
the Act reads: ‘‘Upon the acquisition of the 
property referenced in this subsection, the 
Secretary add it to Vicksburg National Mili-
tary Park and shall modify the boundaries 
of the park to reflect its inclusion.’’ It is 
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plain in reading the sentence that a word 
is missing between the words ‘‘Secretary’’ 
and ‘‘add.’’ 

In accordance with section 106 of title 
1 of the United States Code, enrolled bill 
S. 1175 was presented to me bearing the 
signatures of the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and the President pro tem-
pore of the Senate, which attests that both 
Houses passed the bill. In accordance with 
the principles enunciated by the U.S. Su-
preme Court in Marshall Field & Co. v. 
Clark in 1892, I take the bill presented 
as being duly enrolled and shall not turn 
to the journals of either House, the reports 
of congressional committees, or other docu-
ments printed by the authority of Congress 
in an effort to determine whether an error 
in the enrollment of S. 1175 has occurred. 

Recognizing that the second half of the 
sentence in issue provides that the Sec-
retary ‘‘shall’’ modify park boundaries to re-
flect inclusion of the property in the Park, 

The President’s Radio Address 
October 12, 2002 

Good morning. This week both the 
House and Senate passed strong bipartisan 
measures authorizing the use of force in 
Iraq if it becomes necessary. Our country 
and our Congress are now united in pur-
pose. America is speaking with one voice: 
Iraq must disarm and comply with all exist-
ing U.N. resolutions, or it will be forced 
to comply. 

Confronting Iraq is an urgent matter of 
national security. America’s economic secu-
rity, especially the creation of good jobs, 
is also an urgent matter requiring Presi-
dential and congressional action. For that 
reason, I acted on Tuesday to reopen our 
Pacific coast ports which had been shut 
down for more than a week due to a labor 
dispute. The crisis in the western ports was 
costing our economy up to a billion dollars 

the most reasonable construction of the 
first half of the sentence is that, after the 
Secretary of the Interior acquires the prop-
erty, addition of the property to the Park 
by the Secretary is mandatory. Accordingly, 
the executive branch shall implement the 
second sentence of section 3(b) of the Act 
in the same way it would implement the 
Act if the word ‘‘shall’’ appeared in that 
sentence between the words ‘‘Secretary’’ 
and ‘‘add.’’ This construction is faithful to 
the legislative intent as evidenced by the 
content of the statute itself. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
October 11, 2002. 

NOTE: S. 1175, approved October 11, was 
assigned Public Law No. 107–238. An origi-
nal was not available for verification of the 
content of this statement. 

a day in lost business and lost jobs, hurting 
truckers and rail operators who transport 
goods across America, workers on assembly 
lines, cashiers in retail stores, and manufac-
turers and farmers who sell across the 
world. 

An auto plant in Fremont, California, 
was forced to shut down its assembly line 
for 2 days, keeping about 5,100 employees 
off the job after it ran out of parts. A 
company that manufactures televisions and 
VCRs had to stop production and lay off 
150 workers in Vancouver, Washington. 
Produce from America’s farms was stuck 
on docks, unable to be sold overseas. Re-
tailers across the country were worried 
about having enough merchandise for the 
holiday season. 
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The American people have been working 
hard to bring our economy back from re-
cession. We simply cannot afford to have 
hundreds of billions of dollars a year in 
potential manufacturing and agricultural 
trade sitting idle. The action I took this 
week will help keep our economy moving 
and allow labor and management more 
time to resolve their differences. I expect 
the port operators and worker representa-
tives to bargain in good faith and reach 
a final agreement as quickly as possible. 
Reopening the ports got people back to 
work. 

Another important step in putting Amer-
ica’s hardhats back on the job is passing 
a terrorism insurance bill. Congress is close 
to a final agreement, and I look forward 
to signing this good piece of legislation if 
and when it gets to my desk. 

After September the 11th, many insur-
ance companies stopped covering builders 
and real estate owners against the risk of 
terrorist attack. The lack of terrorism insur-
ance has hurt the growth of this economy 
and cost American jobs. The lack of ter-
rorism insurance has delayed or canceled 
more then $15 billion in real estate trans-
actions. The $15 billion worth of delay has 
cost 300,000 jobs, jobs to carpenters and 
joiners, bricklayers, plumbers, and other 
hard-working Americans. 

This terrorism insurance legislation will 
cost us nothing if we experience no further 
attacks. Yet it will mean thousands of new 
jobs for America’s hardhats and billions in 
new investment. And if we do face another 
attack, we’ll be able to compensate victims 
quickly and limit the economic damage to 
America. 

This week leaders of Congress put par-
tisan differences aside to confront a grave 
danger to our country. Clearly, we’re able 
to get things done in Washington when we 
focus on getting results, rather than scoring 
political points. For the good of the econ-
omy, for the good of workers who needs 
jobs, Senators should again put politics 
aside and take one last step to reach a 
final agreement on terrorism insurance. 

Congress is still in session next week. 
There’s still time to reach an agreement. 
Our workers have waited a year. It’s past 
time for Congress to finish the job. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 2:10 p.m. 
on October 11 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
October 12. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
October 11 but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Statement on the Terrorist Attack in Indonesia 
October 13, 2002 

Terrorists have once again targeted inno-
cents this time in Indonesia. At least 182 
innocent men and women have been mur-
dered and hundreds injured in a cowardly 
act designed to create terror and chaos. 

On behalf of the people of the United 
States, I condemn this heinous act. I offer 
our heartfelt condolences to the families 
of all the murder victims from numerous 

countries and our wish for the swift and 
complete recovery of those injured in this 
attack. 

I offer our sympathy to our friends, the 
people of Indonesia, for this terrible trag-
edy. Our prayers are also with our friends 
and allies, the people of Australia, who are 
suffering a grievous personal and national 
loss. 
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The world must confront this global 
menace terrorism. We must together chal-
lenge and defeat the idea that the wanton 
killing of innocents advances any cause or 
supports any aspirations. And we must call 
this despicable act by its rightful name 
murder. 

The United States has offered its assist-
ance to the government of Indonesia to 
help bring these murderers to justice. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this statement. 

Remarks on the Terrorist Attack in Indonesia and an Exchange With 
Reporters 
October 14, 2002 

The President. Last night I called Prime 
Minister Howard of Australia to express our 
country’s deepest sympathies to the citizens 
of that good country who lost their lives, 
to the families who mourn and cry. I send 
the same sympathies and prayers to the 
family of the U.S. citizen—or citizens—as 
well as citizens from around the world. The 
murder which took place in Bali reminds 
us that this war against terror continues. 

I’ve constantly told the American people 
that the struggle against terror is going to 
be a long and difficult struggle, that we’re 
dealing with coldblooded killers, that the 
enemy does not value innocent life like we 
do, and that we must continue to pursue 
the enemy before they hurt us again. 

I believe that the attacks on the French 
vessel in Yemen is connected with this type 
of terror, that they’re related. I believe that 
the attack on our marines in Kuwait reflect 
the international nature of these cells, these 
killer cells. We’ve got to continue to work 
together. Those of us who love freedom 
must work together to do everything we 
can to disrupt, deny, and bring to justice 
these people who have no soul, no con-
science, people who hate freedom. 

I told the Prime Minister and I told 
Prime Minister Blair—the Prime Minister 
of Australia—and I told Prime Minister 
Blair this morning that I’m absolutely de-
termined to continue to lead the coalition. 
They recognize the need for us to continue 

to work together. And it’s a sad day for 
a lot of people around the world, and— 
but it also is a day in which we’ve got 
to realize that we’ve got a long way to 
go to make the world more secure and 
more peaceful. 

I’ll answer a couple of questions. Ron 
[Ron Fournier, Associated Press]. 

War on Terror/Al Qaida 
Q. Sir, how does this emphasize the risk 

that we have in this country—— 
The President. Yes—— 
Q. ——and does this improve your abil-

ity to put together a coalition and a resolu-
tion in the U.N.? 

The President. Well, I think that the free 
world is—must recognize that no one is 
safe, that if you embrace freedom, you’re 
not safe from terrorism. And clearly, the 
attacks in Bali—I think we have to assume 
it’s Al Qaida. We’re beginning to hear some 
reports that’s more definitive than that, but 
I wait for our own analysis. But clearly 
it’s a deliberate attack on citizens who love 
freedom, citizens from countries which em-
brace freedom. They’re trying to intimidate 
us, and we won’t be intimidated. 

I’m concerned about our homeland. Ob-
viously, if I knew of a specific piece of 
intelligence that would indicate a moment 
or a place in which the enemy would at-
tack, we’d do a lot about it. But that’s why 
we’re still working with our authorities, the 
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different—taking the intelligence as we 
know it and responding. 

Here at home we’re not immune from 
these kinds of attacks, and I’m concerned 
about it. 

Yes, Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters]. 
Q. Mr. President, does this mean now 

that Al Qaida has reconstituted itself, and 
do you think—how does this play on your 
policy on Iraq? 

The President. Yes. Well, first, I—we’re 
making great progress in the war against 
terror. But as I told our citizens, and have 
been repeatedly telling our citizens, this is 
a long war. And it’s going to take a while 
to fully rout Al Qaida. We don’t know 
whether bin Laden is alive or dead. You 
know, they keep floating supposed letters 
and—or radio broadcasts. We do know that 
Al Qaida is still dangerous. And while we’ve 
made good progress, there’s a lot more 
work to do. 

As I’ve repeatedly said, our thoughts 
about Iraq relate to the war on terror and 
that dealing with—or getting Saddam 
Hussein to disarm is all part of making 
the world more peaceful. And it’s all part 
of the war against terror. 

Yes, John [John Roberts, CBS News]. 
Q. Mr. President, do you—on that point, 

on Usama bin Laden, do you have a re-
sponse to the letter that was put out today, 
allegedly under his name, praising the kill-
ing of the American marine in Kuwait? And 
do you share the concerns of Senator Rich-
ard Shelby, who believes that this is, in 
fact, a new Al Qaida offensive? 

The President. Well, I—first, I don’t 
know whether bin Laden is alive or dead. 
I—you know, I do know Al Qaida is ex-
tremely dangerous. I do know that there 
are still some of his top lieutenants roaming 
around and that we’re doing everything we 
can to bring them to justice. 

John, I also know that the enemy still 
wants to hit us and that the—as I men-
tioned earlier, that I believe the attack on 
the French vessel was a terrorist attack. 
Obviously, the attack on our marines in 

Kuwait was a terrorist attack. The attack 
in Bali appears to be an Al Qaida-type ter-
rorist—definitely a terrorist attack, whether 
it’s Al Qaida-related or not—I would as-
sume it is. And therefore, it does look like 
a pattern of attacks that the enemy, albeit 
on the run, is trying to once again frighten 
and kill freedom-loving people. And we’ve 
just got to understand, we are in a long 
struggle. 

And I am absolutely determined now, as 
I was a year ago, to continue to rout out 
these people, to find them, to use the best 
intelligence we can, and to bring them to 
justice. And we will continue to pursue. 

Travel by U.S. Citizens 
Q. With the alert that the State Depart-

ment put out last week and now the deci-
sion to bring home American family—Em-
bassy families, and urging travelers to come 
home from Indonesia, does this appear to 
be a time in which Americans worldwide 
ought to stay closer to home, if this is part 
of a new wave of terrorism? 

The President. I think that all depends 
where, and I think they ought to take guid-
ance from the State Department. But clear-
ly, the State Department is reacting to this 
attack and reacted to some intelligence be-
fore. As you know, we’re constantly putting 
out alerts when we get some kind of data 
that indicates our people overseas are at 
risk. 

Yes. 

Washington, DC, Area Sniper Attacks 
Q. What about concerns of the last— 

[inaudible]—sniper attack—— 
The President. The sniper attacks—first 

of all, I’m just sick, sick to my stomach 
to think that there is a coldblooded killer 
at home taking innocent life. I weep for 
those who’ve lost their loved ones. I am— 
the idea of moms taking their kids to school 
and sheltering them from a potential sniper 
attack is not the America I know. And 
therefore, we’re lending all the resources 
of the Federal Government, all that have 
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been required, to do everything we can 
to assist the local law authorities to find 
this—whoever it is. 

Q. [Inaudible] 
The President. First of all, it is a form 

of terrorism. But in terms of the terrorism 
that we think of, we have no evidence one 
way or the other, obviously. But anytime 
anybody is randomly shooting, randomly 
killing, randomly taking life, it’s cold-
blooded murder, and it’s—it’s a sick mind 
who obviously loves terrorizing society. And 
we’re doing everything we can to capture 
whoever that might be and bring them to 
justice. And the Federal Government—I’ve 
been—I get briefed on it every morning. 
Bob Mueller, the head of the FBI, was 
in this morning and gave me a full briefing 
on what the FBI knew, how we’re helping, 
what we’re doing. But it’s obviously a ter-
rible, terrible situation. 

And I pray for the—I pray for the fami-
lies who grieve and suffer. And I worry 
about a society where moms can’t take their 
kids to school. And obviously, we’re going 
to do everything we can to help the local 
authorities bring these people to justice. 

U.N. Resolution on Iraq 
Q. Mr. President, on the U.N. resolu-

tion—could I have a second one, sir? 
The President. It’s the new me. I’m an-

swering all kinds of questions. [Laughter] 
Q. Are you prepared to meet the French 

halfway on their concerns on the trigger 
of the use of force? Specifically, are you 
willing to drop the language that specifies 
the use of any and all means to—— 

The President. John, I think what’s im-
portant is that, first of all, we are working 
with all parties to get a resolution done. 
I talked about it again—I talked to Tony 
Blair about that subject. What I’m inter-
ested in is making sure that Saddam 
Hussein is disarmed. He said he wouldn’t 
have weapons of mass destruction. It is in 
our national interest that he not have weap-
ons of mass destruction. And anything we 
do must make it very clear that Saddam 

must disarm or there will be consequences. 
And how that language is worked out is 
up to the diplomats. 

But I am very firm in my desire to make 
sure that Saddam is disarmed. Hopefully, 
we can do this peacefully. The use of the 
military is my last choice, is my last desire. 
But doing nothing, allowing the status quo 
to go on, is unacceptable, particularly since 
we’ve got a new war on terror that we’ve— 
that was launched on September the 11th, 
2001, particularly since oceans no longer 
protect America from people who hate us. 

And so we’ll see how it plays out. But 
I’m anxious to work with the international 
community. If I wasn’t, I wouldn’t have 
gone to the United Nations. 

Q. Are you willing to be a little more 
oblique about that particular part of the 
language? 

The President. Well, we’ll just see how 
it comes. What I’m not—what I want is 
a firm resolution that says, ‘‘You disarm,’’ 
and an inspection regime that is there not 
for the sake of inspectors but is there to 
achieve the objective of disarming Mr. Sad-
dam Hussein. It’s his choice to make. And 
in order to make sure the resolution has 
got any kind of credence with Mr. Hussein, 
there has to be a consequence. 

Randy [Randall Mikkelsen, Reuters]. 

Indonesian Cooperation on Terrorism 
Q. Mr. President, are you satisfied with 

the cooperation you’ve gotten from Indo-
nesia up until now in fighting terrorism? 

The President. I will speak to Ms. 
Megawati soon. She is in Bali right now, 
and she is obviously grieving for her citi-
zens that lost their lives. And I’m going 
to make it clear to her that we need to 
work together to find those who murdered 
all those innocent people and bring them 
to justice. And I hope I hear the resolve 
of a leader that recognizes that anytime 
terrorists take hold in the country, it’s going 
to weaken the country itself. And there has 
to be a firm and deliberate desire to find 
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out—find the killers before they kill some-
body else. 

See, these are the kinds of people that, 
if they go unchallenged and don’t feel like 
there’s going to be any consequences, they 
will continue to kill. These are nothing but 
coldblooded killers. They do not value life 
the way we value life in the civilized world. 
They take no care for innocent life. They 
just blow up in the name of a religion 
which does not preach this kind of hatred 
or violence. 

And the war we fight is a different kind 
of war. There will be times in which people 
settle in and say, ‘‘Well, gosh, there’s noth-
ing going on in the war,’’ and then some-
thing like this happens, and it’s a reminder 
about how dangerous the world can be if 
these Al Qaida are free to roam. 

And so we’re chasing them, and we’re 
denying them sanctuary. We’ve made great 
progress in the war against terror. We’ve 
hauled in and/or killed a bunch of their 
leaders. There are still more out there. 
There are—the training camps that they 
have been using have been disrupted. 
We’re doing a better job of cutting off their 
money. We’ve got them on the run, and 
we intend to keep them on the run. They 
are still lethal, and they are still dangerous. 

Legislative Agenda 
Q. Congress is about to go out, sir. 

What’s the bare minimum you expect—— 
The President. When Congress goes out? 

Well, they—there’s a lot of talk about job 
creation, and there should be. So what they 
ought to do is pass some bills that will 
help with jobs, like the terrorism insurance 
bill. There has been a lot of talking here 
in Washington on issues such as terrorism 
insurance, which clearly will help create the 
job base, expand the job base. And yet, 
with a couple of days to go, it’s hard to 
tell whether or not they’re going to get 
a bill to my desk. 

The energy bill will be good for jobs. 
There ought to be an energy bill on my 
desk. And so I think—I think before they 

go home, I hope they recognize they can 
make a difference in job creation. They’ve 
also got to make sure they don’t overspend. 
They need to make sure we have fiscal 
discipline. On the way out of town, if they 
have to do a CR, it ought to be a clean 
CR, and then if they feel like they need 
to come back, they can come back and 
deal with the appropriations process. 

I’d also like to get the defense appropria-
tions bill—it passed the House; it looks like 
it’s going to pass the Senate soon, which 
is a very good sign. But you know, in 4 
days time, no telling what’s going to happen 
up here. Let’s hope they get some con-
structive things done in terms of jobs. 

Listen, thank you all. 

Al Qaida/President Saddam Hussein of Iraq 
Q. Sir, could we ask you one more ques-

tion, sir? Senator Graham last week said 
that the number one threat to this Nation 
still remains Al Qaida and questioned the 
wisdom about going after Saddam Hussein 
while Al Qaida remains the number one 
threat. Based on what’s happened for the 
last week in terms of Yemen, Kuwait, and 
Bali, does it suggest that that argument 
does hold some water? 

The President. I think they’re both equal-
ly important, and they’re both dangerous. 
And as I said in my speech in Cincinnati, 
we will fight, if need be, the war on terror 
on two fronts. We’ve got plenty of capacity 
to do so. And I also mentioned the fact 
that there is a connection between Al Qaida 
and Saddam Hussein. The war on terror— 
Iraq is a part on the war on terror. And 
he must disarm. 

And so I—I respect the opinion of a 
lot of people, and I respect his opinion. 
But if we don’t deal with Saddam Hussein 
and disarm him—hopefully, it will be done 
peacefully—he becomes more and more 
dangerous. And someday we don’t want to 
step back and say, ‘‘Where was the United 
States Government? How come we didn’t 
act?’’ And we’ve got plenty of capacity to 
fight the war against Al Qaida, which is 
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going to take a while. We just learned a 
lesson this weekend: It’s going to take a 
while to succeed. And at the same time, 
the United Nations hopefully will pass— 
will show their strong desire to disarm Sad-
dam, and we can get after it, get him dis-
armed before he hurts America. And I’m 
absolutely confident we can achieve both 
objectives, John. 

Listen, thank you all. 
Q. Does this constitute a press con-

ference? 
The President. Absolutely. The difference 

between this news conference and the one 
in the East Room is, you didn’t get to put 
makeup on. [Laughter] 

Remarks in Waterford, Michigan 
October 14, 2002 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thanks for coming today. I want to thank 
you all for—— 

Audience member. We love you! We love 
you! We love you! 

The President. Glad I came. I want to 
thank you all for coming. I particularly want 
to thank you all for bringing—if you have 
children, thanks for bringing them. I appre-
ciate the chance to remind our youngsters 
what a great country we have. I appreciate 
the chance—I appreciate the chance to re-
mind them that although we’ve got some 
issues and we’ve got some challenges, 
there’s no doubt in my mind this great 
Nation you call home can accomplish any-
thing—I mean anything—we set our mind 
to. 

So thanks for coming. I appreciate your 
interest in your State and in the political 
process of your State. I’ve come back to 
Michigan because I know that Dick 
Posthumus will make a great Governor of 
Michigan, and I’m here to ask you to help 
him get elected. I’m here to ask you to 
go to your coffee shops or your houses 

Q. You didn’t—— 
The President. Of course I didn’t. But— 

that was an unnecessary cheap shot. I 
apologize. It’s a Columbus Day cheap shot. 
[Laughter] See you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House, prior 
to his departure for Waterford, MI. In his 
remarks, he referred to Prime Minister John 
Howard of Australia; Prime Minister Tony 
Blair of the United Kingdom; Usama bin 
Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist orga-
nization; and President Megawati 
Sukarnoputri of Indonesia. 

of worship or your neighborhood commu-
nity centers and talk it up about this good 
man, to tell the people in your community, 
whether they be Republican, Democrat, 
independent—don’t care—that when it 
comes to running the State of Michigan, 
he’s got what it takes. He’s got the char-
acter; he’s got the leadership capacity. 

And just like me, he married well. I 
know that Pam Posthumus will be a fine 
first lady. Speaking about fine First La-
dies—yes, she’s doing fine. She sends her 
best to the good folks of Michigan. I saw 
her waving from the balcony when 
choppered out of the White House 
grounds. She’s doing just great. I can’t tell 
you how proud I am of Laura. 

You might remember the story—when I 
asked her to marry me, she was a public 
school librarian. Truth of the matter is, she 
didn’t particularly care for politics—[laugh-
ter]—didn’t like politicians. [Laughter] 
Now, here she is—[laughter]—the First 
Lady. What a fabulous job she’s done. She’s 
brought great dignity and calm and class 
to the White House. I love her a lot. I 

1790 

I 



e Aug 04 2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00639 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.015 193761

Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Oct. 14 

love her a lot, and she’s doing just great. 
People now understand why I asked her 
to marry me. A lot of her friends are won-
dering why in the heck she said yes. 
[Laughter] But we’re doing great. 

I want to thank many of you for your 
prayers. I appreciate that a lot. It’s a huge 
honor to be the President of a country that 
prays for the President and the First Lady. 
We feel the prayers, and we appreciate 
them. 

I also want to urge you all to make sure 
that the United States Congress stays in 
friendly hands, that Denny Hastert is the 
Speaker, a Congress with which I can work. 
And that means sending Thaddeus 
McCotter to the United States Congress. 
It means sending Candice Miller to the 
United States Congress. It means making 
sure a fine sitting Congressman, Joe 
Knollenberg, gets sent back to the United 
States Congress. 

I appreciate Joe’s leadership, and I know 
that Thaddeus and Candice will do a fine 
job on behalf of all the people of Michigan, 
not just a few but everybody. And that’s 
what’s important. When you’re looking at 
these people running for office, you’ve 
got—you’ve got to understand that our jobs 
are not to represent a small segment of 
society. We’re to lay out our principles and 
our values and represent everybody. And 
that’s what I like about these candidates. 

I’m also proud to be traveling with a 
former United States Senator, now a mem-
ber of my Cabinet, and that would be 
Spence Abraham. Spence, thank you for 
coming. You know, it’s a sad day when he 
lost for the Senate. It hurt Michigan—it 
gave me a chance to put somebody good 
in the Cabinet. [Laughter] And he’s doing 
a fine job working on an incredibly impor-
tant issue, about which I’ll speak in a sec-
ond, and that’s energy. But let me tell you 
one thing: If we had him in the Senate, 
if we had people like Spence in the Senate, 
there would be no question today about 
my judges getting confirmed. 

The Senate is doing a lousy job on my 
judge nominations. They’re treating this like 
it’s politics, not what’s good for the country. 
You see, we need judges who will serve, 
not to write legislation. We’ve got plenty 
of legislators. We need judges who will 
strictly interpret the Constitution of the 
United States sitting on our benches. 

No, I heard a lot of reasons why we 
need to change the Senate, but one of 
them is to make sure that the Federal 
bench represents the way you want them 
to serve their jobs. We need a Senate 
change, and that’s why you’ve got to put 
Rocky in the United States Senate. Hey, 
Rocky, good luck to you. You should never 
count out a guy named Rocky. 

I also want to thank my friend Brooks 
Patterson. Brooksie is from—been in poli-
tics quite a while. I got to know him in 
the 1988 campaign. I liked him then; I 
still like him now. And I appreciate him 
coming to say hello. 

I want to thank all the grassroots activ-
ists, the people who are manning the phone 
banks, the people who do the jobs that 
nobody thanks you for doing. Well, I’m 
here to thank you. I appreciate your hard 
work, and I appreciate your love for your 
country. 

I want to thank those who are seeking 
office, like Loren Bennett and Terri Lynn 
Land and Mike Cox, all fine candidates, 
to make sure this Republican ticket—[ap-
plause]. 

Let me tell you why it’s important to 
have a Governor who knows what he’s 
doing. I know something about being a 
Governor. The most important job for a 
Governor is to make sure every single child 
gets a good education. That’s what Dick 
Posthumus understands. 

But it takes a certain kind of attitude 
to make sure every child gets a good edu-
cation. It starts with understanding that 
every child can learn, and to have leader-
ship willing to challenge what I call the 
soft bigotry of low expectations. You see, 
if you believe certain kids can’t learn and 
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you have low standards, then you’re going 
to get lousy results. You’ve got to under-
stand every child can learn. You better 
make sure your Governor understands 
every child can learn. And then you’d bet-
ter make sure the Governor trusts the local 
people, all around Michigan, to chart the 
path for excellence. One size doesn’t fit 
all when it comes to running the Michigan 
schools. 

One of the things that’s really important, 
if you believe every child can learn, then 
you want to ask the question, is every child 
learning? If you believe every child can 
learn to read and write and add and sub-
tract, then you want to know that. And 
as a State, I hope you’ll have a Governor 
who is willing to ask that question and 
holding the people account. 

You see, the worst thing that can happen 
is for people to believe every child can’t 
learn, and they just shuffle them through 
the system. ‘‘Let’s just move them on. Cer-
tain kids can’t learn. Inner-city kids,’’ they 
say, ‘‘might be too tough to educate. We’ll 
just move them along. Children whose par-
ents don’t speak English as a first language, 
they’re tough to educate. We’ll just move 
them along.’’ We can’t accept that in Michi-
gan. We can’t accept that anywhere in 
America. You must measure in this State. 
You must have strong accountability sys-
tems to test whether or not the curriculum 
is working, to test whether the teachers 
are teaching. You must understand that 
you’ve got to measure to make sure not 
one child gets left behind. 

And when you find children in schools 
that won’t teach and won’t change, you bet-
ter have you a Governor who is willing 
to challenge the status quo, for the sake 
of the children. And that Governor is Dick 
Posthumus. 

Not only—listen, we’re worried about 
people who can’t find work. At least I am, 
and I know Dick is as well. Anytime we’ve 
got anybody in Michigan or anywhere in 
America looking for work and can’t find 
work, it’s a problem, and we have to deal 

with it. And that makes sure—that means 
you’ve got to make sure you’ve got a Gov-
ernor who understands the role of Govern-
ment is not to create wealth but an envi-
ronment in which the small business can 
grow to be a big business, in which the 
entrepreneurs can find the entrepreneurial 
spirit. 

And that’s why it’s so important to have 
a Governor who is willing to hold the taxes 
down in order to make sure businesses can 
grow, so people can find work. 

No, you’ve got the right man in Dick 
Posthumus. He knows what he’s doing. 
He’s going to make a fine Governor for 
the State of Michigan. 

I want to share with you some of my 
concerns about our country. The character 
of our country doesn’t concern me. The 
ability for our country to solve problems 
doesn’t concern me. But I am concerned 
about an economy not doing as good as 
we want it to do. I am concerned about 
an economy that was in recession, that got 
affected by the terrorist attack. I am con-
cerned about a society in which some of 
the members of our society thought it was 
okay to fudge the numbers, thought it was 
okay not to tell the truth when it came 
to profits and losses, thought it was okay 
to mistreat employee and shareholder alike. 
Those days are gone from America. 

Corporate malfeance has had an effect 
on our economy, and we need to do some-
thing about it. That’s why I was honored 
to sign the most comprehensive corporate 
reform legislation since Franklin Roosevelt 
was the President. The message is clear 
now. The message is clear to people who 
should know better. If you think you’re 
going to find easy money in this country, 
you’re wrong. What you’re going to find 
is hard time if you cheat the people. 

But there are some things Congress can 
do, before they go home, to help the work-
ing people of this country. See, they’re fix-
ing to go home. But they need to act. One 
of the things you’ll find about Wash-
ington—or at least I found about it—there’s 
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a lot of good talkers—[laughter]—and not 
enough good doers. They’re talking a good 
game up there. They’re worried about the 
jobs, and so am I. So in order to make 
sure people can find work, there are some 
practical things Congress can do. And let 
me give you a couple of suggestions. 

One is, is that there’s a lot of hardhats 
not working because the people can’t find 
terrorism insurance. If you want to build 
a big project and you can’t get insurance 
because of what the terrorists have done 
for America, you’re going to put the project 
aside. There’s over $15 billion of construc-
tion projects which are on hold, which 
aren’t going forward, which means there’s 
over 300,000 jobs that would be in place 
or soon to be in place that aren’t in place. 
And so in my judgment, is—what Congress 
ought to do is, they ought to pass legislation 
to serve as a backdrop for terrorist insur-
ance. They ought to serve as a backstop. 
If the terrorists don’t attack, it hasn’t cost 
anybody anything. If the terrorists attack, 
it’ll help our economy recover quicker. 

For the sake of jobs, however, they need 
to get moving. There’s too much talk in 
Washington, DC. And one of the stumbling 
blocks is whether or not they care more 
about the hardhat or the trial lawyer. We 
stand on the side of the hardhats in Amer-
ica, the hard-working people. And there-
fore, get me a terrorism insurance bill that 
recognizes their hard work and the need 
to get these people back to work. 

We need an energy bill in America. We 
need an energy bill. Spence has been work-
ing on one, a balanced, comprehensive ap-
proach that says, we need to do a better 
job of conserving energy; we need to un-
leash new technologies to make sure that 
we become less dependent on foreign 
sources of crude; but we need to explore 
in an environmentally friendly way here at 
home. Listen, the less energy we use from 
countries that may not like us, the more 
secure we are nationally. An energy bill 
will be good for jobs. An energy bill is 
important for our national security. They’ve 

been talking about that energy bill up there 
now for about a year. Before they go home, 
they need to get the energy bill to my 
desk. 

Let me tell you what else the Congress 
needs to do. The Congress needs to under-
stand that when a person has more money 
in their pocket, they’re likely to demand 
a good or service. And when they demand 
a good or a service, in this society, some-
body is likely to produce the good or a 
service. And when somebody produces a 
good or a service, somebody is more likely 
to find work. 

The tax relief plan which we passed 
through the United States Congress came 
at the right time in American economic 
history. When your economy is slow, you 
let people keep more of their own money. 
That’s the opposite of what some of them 
think up there. You see, they have—when 
they want to have a summit—you know 
what the summit means to me? It means 
after the elections, they’re going to figure 
out a way to raise your taxes; that’s what 
a summit means to me. And so, therefore, 
if Congress really wants to make sure the 
job base continues to expand, what they’ll 
do is make the tax cuts permanent. 

Now, that’s already—you say, ‘‘Well, Mr. 
President, aren’t they already permanent?’’ 
No. Here’s what happened. In the United 
States Senate, they have a rule that says 
on the one hand, we giveth, and on the 
other hand, we taketh away. [Laughter] It’s 
hard to explain, but that’s just what hap-
pened. Which means that the tax relief plan 
we passed—and it’s phased in over 10 
years—after 10 years goes back to the way 
it was. It’s hard to plan that way. If you’re 
a small-business owner, you need to have 
certainty in the Tax Code. If you’re some-
body who is going to risk capital, you need 
to have certainty in the Tax Code. For the 
sake of economic growth, for the sake of 
job creation, the United States Congress 
must make the tax cuts permanent. 

I made a decision the other day to help 
Michigan workers and help workers all 

1793 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00642 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.015 193761

Oct. 14 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

across the country by invoking Taft-Hartley 
to open up the ports on our west coast. 
They couldn’t get together. Workers 
couldn’t get together, and the shippers 
couldn’t get together. And their ship—they 
were locking down the ports. And that hurt 
manufacturers here in Michigan, and it 
hurt Michigan farmers, and it’s going to 
hurt Michigan’s consumers if it went on 
too long. For the sake of jobs, for the sake 
of job creation, I put the—I said, ‘‘Get 
back to work for 80 days, and come to-
gether, for the sake of our country, during 
these tough economic times. We expect you 
to resolve your differences so people in 
other parts of the country won’t suffer.’’ 

Until I’m satisfied that people can find 
work, I’m going to stay on the economy. 
I’m going to keep working with Congress, 
if need be, working with the American peo-
ple, to do everything we can to keep our 
economy going. We’ve got good—we’ve got 
the foundation for growth, by the way. In-
terest rates are low. Inflation is low. We’ve 
got the best workers in the world. We’ve 
got the highest productivity in the world. 
The foundation for growth is strong. We’ve 
just got to keep working until we’re satis-
fied that people can find work. 

And my biggest preoccupation, my big-
gest worry is that there’s still an enemy 
out there which hates America, an enemy 
which still wants to take innocent life. Re-
cently we’ve seen what I’m talking about, 
in Bali. There was a coldblooded attack. 
Innocent people, from all around the world, 
by the way—an American, at least we know 
of one or two Americans, many Australians, 
English—innocent people enjoying them-
selves at a resort, and a bunch of cold-
blooded killers decided to take life, to take 
innocent life, just like they did on Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001. 

It’s a stark reminder that there’s an 
enemy which hates freedom-loving coun-
tries, an enemy which does not value 
human life like we value human life here 
in America. See, in this country, every life 

is precious; everybody has got meaning; ev-
erybody has got worth. 

No, the attack on the French boat— 
which was, I believe, a terrorist attack— 
the attack at the resort, the attack on our 
marines in Kuwait shows that there’s still 
an enemy which is active out there. And 
therefore, my biggest worry is to make sure 
we do everything we can to continue to 
protect America, to save innocent life. 

And so therefore, I’ve asked Congress 
to join me in developing a Department of 
Homeland Security, a Department which 
will take the agencies involved with pro-
tecting the homeland security, putting them 
under one umbrella so that the focus will 
be your protection, so that the number one 
priority will be the protection of the Amer-
ican people. We made progress in the 
House, but we’re stuck in the Senate. 
We’re stuck in the Senate because some 
Senators want there to be a big, thick book 
of bureaucratic regulations to tell this ad-
ministration and future administrations how 
to run the Department. 

I’ll give you an example. On the border, 
we need to know who is coming in and 
what they’re bringing when they come in 
and whether or not they’re leaving when 
they say they’re going to leave. And yet 
we’ve got three different agencies on the 
border, full of fine people, by the way. 
You’ve got your Customs and INS and the 
Border Patrol. Yet in some sectors, they’ve 
got different strategies. They wear different 
uniforms. They’ve got different tasks. For 
the sake of homeland security, any adminis-
tration ought to have the flexibility to put 
the agencies together or to put the right 
people at the right place at the right time 
to protect the American people. The Senate 
version doesn’t let me do that. 

People ought to be able to organize if 
they want to organize. There ought to be 
collective bargaining, and that’s fine with 
me. But for the sake of national security, 
I ought to have the capacity, on a limited 
basis, to say our national security is more 
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important than some collective bargaining 
rights. 

And I’ll give you an example. Let me 
give you an example. Our Customs, they 
ought to be wearing radiation detection de-
vices to determine whether somebody is 
trying to sneak a weapon of mass destruc-
tion into America. The leadership of that 
particular group of people said, ‘‘No way. 
We need to have a collective bargaining 
session over whether or not our people 
should be made to wear these devices.’’ 
And that could take a long period of time. 
We don’t have time, when it comes to an 
enemy. We need to have the flexibility to 
run this Department so I can assure you. 

But the best way to protect the home-
land is to hunt these killers down, one at 
a time, and bring them to justice. And 
that’s what we’re going to do. That’s exactly 
what we’re going to do. You know, they— 
I don’t know what went through their 
minds when they hit us. They probably 
thought after September the 11th, 2001, 
we’d take a step back and file a lawsuit 
or two. [Laughter] See, they didn’t under-
stand about America. They don’t under-
stand that we love freedom. We don’t em-
brace freedom; we love freedom. And no-
body is going to take our freedoms away 
from us. 

No, they probably thought that we were 
so selfish and self-absorbed and material-
istic that after they hit us, we would try 
to understand them—[laughter]—take a 
step back, and maybe get them some ther-
apy. [Laughter] As we’ve seen this week-
end, as we’ve seen in the past, there’s only 
one therapy, and that’s to bring them to 
justice, which is exactly what the United 
States is going to do. 

This is a different kind of war; it’s a 
different kind of war. In the old days, you 
could measure progress based upon the 
number of tanks destroyed or aircraft shot 
out of the sky or ships that were sunk. 
This is a different kind of war. We face 
a shadowy enemy. They’re real. They’re 
tough. They are determined. But their lead-

ers will hide in caves and send their young 
warriors to their suicidal death. It’s a dif-
ferent kind of enemy we face. 

And sometimes you’ll see progress on 
your TV screens, and sometimes you’re just 
not going to see what’s happening. A dif-
ferent kind of battle we face. But you’ve 
got to know we’re making progress. We’re 
making steady progress. I bet you we have 
hauled in—I say ‘‘we’’—by the way, the 
doctrine that says, ‘‘Either you’re with 
them, or you’re with us,’’ still stands. Either 
you’re with the United States of America, 
or you’re with the enemy. 

And we’re making progress. A couple of 
thousand have been hauled in. Slowly but 
surely, we’re dismantling this terrorist net-
work. Sure, they’re still out there, but 
they’re not nearly as strong as they were 
a year ago. Slowly but surely, we’re hauling 
them in. And a like number weren’t as 
lucky as those who were captured; like 
number met their justice a different way. 
And we’re still on them. We will continue 
to deny them training bases. We will con-
tinue to try to deny them sanctuary any-
where. We’re going to keep getting them 
on the run. Slowly but surely, no matter 
how long it takes, my fellow Americans, 
we will do what it takes to make the home-
land secure and to free the American peo-
ple from terror. 

And that’s why I sent to Congress a sig-
nificant increase in our defense spending, 
and I want to explain why. Anytime we 
put one of our youngsters into harm’s way, 
they deserve the best pay, the best training, 
and the best possible equipment. We owe 
that to our soldiers. We owe that to the 
loved ones of our soldiers. And if there 
are any loved ones out there, I can’t tell 
you how proud I am of our military, how 
confident I am of my military, and how 
good our military is. Thank you for coming. 

I also asked for a big increase in defense 
spending because I wanted to send a mes-
sage to our friend and to our foe that we 
ain’t quitting. We’re just not going to quit 
when it comes to defending America. It 
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doesn’t matter how long it takes. We don’t 
have a calendar on my desk—there’s not 
a calendar on my desk in the great Oval 
Office that flips to, you know, flip it one 
day and it says, oh, it’s time to quit. That’s 
just not the way we think in America. We 
understand the task. We understand it’s a 
different kind of war. We understand it 
requires patience and to be steadfast in 
purpose, and that’s exactly the way this Na-
tion is going to remain. We will pursue 
the enemy no matter where he tries to 
hide, no matter what cave he’s in, no mat-
ter what city he hides in, until justice is 
done. 

And the war on terror is just not Al 
Qaida. There are other terrorists around. 
There are other threats to our country with 
which we must deal. And that means—and 
one place is Iraq. I want to—let me share 
with you some thoughts, a serious, serious, 
subject. It’s one that’s got a lot of folks 
debating in the coffee shops or in the 
homes about Iraq. I want to remind you 
of a couple of things. 

First of all, 11 years ago this leader of 
Iraq, the dictator of Iraq, made a pledge 
that he would not have weapons of mass 
destruction. He promised the world after 
he got whipped that he wouldn’t have 
weapons of mass destruction. And the Se-
curity Council of the United Nations passed 
a resolution which said, ‘‘You won’t have 
weapons of mass destruction.’’ Since that 
time, he has lied; he has deceived; he has 
not listened to the U.N. Security Council 
resolutions. Since that time, we now recog-
nize as a country that oceans no longer 
protect us like they used to. A new reality 
set in, in America. It used to be we could 
kind of sit back and look at a threat from 
afar and say, ‘‘Well, that may affect some-
body else, but it doesn’t affect us.’’ 

Prior to September the 11th, we had the 
comfort of realizing or looking back in his-
tory and saying that we’re pretty safe here 
in America. Others may be threatened— 
after all, he attacked two in his neighbor-
hood; he gassed his own people—but not 

us. September the 11th changed the equa-
tion, changed our thinking. It also changed 
our thinking when we began to realize that 
one of the most dangerous things that can 
happen in the modern era is for a deceiving 
dictator who has gassed his own people, 
who has weapons of mass destruction, to 
team up with an organization like Al Qaida. 

As I said—I was a little more diplomatic 
in my speech, but we need to think about 
Saddam Hussein using Al Qaida to do his 
dirty work to not leave fingerprints behind. 
I went to the United Nations. I did so 
because I wanted to challenge that body. 
Sixteen resolutions, sixteen defiances: They 
passed resolution after resolution after reso-
lution, and 16 times Saddam Hussein has 
defied those resolutions. For the sake of 
keeping peace, it’s important that there be 
an international body that has backbone, 
that can work to keep the peace in this 
new era we’re in. And now is the time 
for choice. The United Nations can decide 
whether it’s the League of Nations or 
whether or not it is a United Nations capa-
ble of keeping the peace. 

There is universal agreement that Sad-
dam Hussein poses a serious threat. He’s 
a threat to the neighborhood. He’s a threat 
to our allies. There is universal under-
standing that right after the Gulf war he 
was close to having a nuclear weapon. He 
still wants to have a nuclear weapon. For 
the sake of peace, for the sake of our secu-
rity, now is the time to make sure that 
Saddam says what he said he would do. 
He must disarm. It’s his choice to make. 
He said he would disarm. He must disarm. 
The U.N. said he must disarm. They can 
disarm him. 

But for the sake of security of our coun-
try—their choice to make—I hope it’s done 
peacefully. I hope we never use a mili-
tary—one military troop in Iraq. But for 
the sake of the peace and security of the 
United States, Saddam Hussein must dis-
arm, or the United States, with friends and 
allies, will disarm him. 
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I say that because I want there to be 
peace. I speak as a man who has a goal 
for the world, and that’s peace. I believe 
out of the evil done to America can come 
a peaceful world. There’ll be some tough 
times, no question about it. But if we re-
main strong and resolved, if we hold dear 
to the principles, the God-given principles 
and values that we hold dear to our 
hearts—the principle of freedom, that every 
life counts, that people should be free— 
if we hold that dear and remain strong, 
we can achieve peace, and I hope we do. 
That’s my goal. 

The enemy thinks that they can cause 
America to retreat from our obligations. 
We’re not. They believe we’ll cower in the 
face of their coldblooded murder. We 
won’t. And out of the evil done to this 
great country and now out of the evil being 
done elsewhere, we can achieve peace. 
We’ve been given an opportunity to lead 
the world to peace. 

And at home, we can have a better 
America, too. We can have a better Amer-
ica. There are people who hurt in America. 
There are pockets of despair and loneliness, 
people who are addicted, people who won-
der whether or not the American Dream 
is meant for them. So long as some of 
us hurt, we all hurt in this country. But 
I’m absolutely convinced that as a nation 
we can rise up, not only to keep the peace 
and make it secure but rise up to make 
America a better place, a more hopeful 
place, a place of love and compassion. If 
you want to help, if you want to help in 
the war against terror, if you want to fight 
evil, love your neighbor like you’d like to 
be loved yourself. 

There are things Government can do to 
help people, to empower people. Govern-
ment needs to trust citizens. It starts with 
making sure everybody has a good edu-
cation. We need to also make sure our 
medical systems are modern. Listen, Medi-
care is an incredibly important program. 
Medicine has changed; Medicare hasn’t. 
Medicine is modern; Medicare isn’t. For 

the sake of our seniors, for the sake of 
a better life in America, our seniors need 
to have a Medicare program that gives 
them choices and gives them prescription 
drug benefits. 

We need to make sure, as we authorize 
welfare, to understand the whole—the rea-
son welfare works, the reason welfare re-
form works is because we help people find 
work. Work is the backbone of the welfare 
system. It ought to remain the backbone 
of a good welfare system. People get dig-
nity when they find work. They’re less de-
pendent on a Government that can sap 
their soul and drain their spirit. 

There are things Government can do to 
make America a better place but not nearly 
as importantly as what our fellow Ameri-
cans can do to make America a better 
place. Government can hand out money, 
but what Government cannot do is put 
hope in people’s hearts or a sense of pur-
pose in people’s lives. That’s up to our fel-
low Americans. 

Today we’ve got with us Lenny Comp-
ton. Lenny is in his second year—right 
here, Lenny—he’s in his second year as 
AmeriCorps. Let me tell you about him. 
You know what he does? He mentors a 
child. He mentors kids in the first, second, 
and third grade. He understands one per-
son can’t do everything to change America, 
but one person can do something. One per-
son can help change America, one heart, 
one soul, one conscience at a time. I want 
to thank you, Lenny. 

And that’s what we need to do to show 
the enemy the true nature of America. 
Each of us can be that one person, helping 
somebody in need. It doesn’t require a lot. 
Listen, walking across the street to a shut-
in, saying ‘‘I love you’’ on a regular basis, 
is what I’m talking about. Running a Boy 
Scout troop is what I’m talking about. 
Being involved with a Girl—Girls Clubs 
and Boys Clubs, going to your church or 
your synagogue or your mosque and help-
ing feed the hungry and find shelter for 
the homeless, it’s all a part of the great 
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fabric of America. In order to fight evil, 
do some good—do some good. 

One of the things that’s happening in 
America as a result of the attack by the 
enemy is that people are taking a good, 
hard look at what’s important in life. We’re 
beginning to have a cultural shift, it seems 
like to me. I want to be a part of that 
shift. It’s a shift away from a culture that 
has said, ‘‘If it feels good, just go ahead 
and do it,’’ and ‘‘If you’ve got a problem, 
blame somebody else,’’ to a new era that 
says, ‘‘Each of us are responsible for the 
decisions we make in life.’’ 

If you are a mom or a dad, if you’re 
lucky enough to be a mom or a dad, you’re 
responsible for loving that child with all 
your heart and all your soul. If you’re living 
in Oakland County, you’re responsible for 
the quality of education. If you’re dissatis-
fied with the quality of education, do some-
thing about it. If you’re satisfied, go hug 
a teacher, and thank him or her for doing 
such an important job. 

No, I think it’s happening. I think people 
are beginning to understand that being a 
patriot is more than just putting your hand 
over your heart. Being a patriot is working 
to make America a more compassionate 
and decent and hopeful place. 

No, I think it’s happening. I remember 
and will never forget what took place on 
Flight 93. We had average citizens flying 
across the country. All of a sudden they 
became aware of the new reality, that 
America was under attack. They were on 
the phones to their loved ones. The word 

Statement on Northern Ireland 
October 14, 2002 

I support the difficult but necessary deci-
sion today by British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair to suspend the Northern Ireland Ex-
ecutive and Assembly. I welcome the com-
mitment of Prime Minister Blair and Irish 

‘‘love’’ was used a lot. They said goodbye. 
They said a prayer. They asked for blessing 
from an Almighty. A guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ 
They took the plane into the ground to 
save life. These Americans understood that 
being a patriot was to serve something 
greater than yourself in life. 

No, the American spirit is strong and 
alive. There’s no doubt in my mind, my 
friends and fellow Americans, no doubt in 
my mind that we can achieve peace, no 
doubt in my mind that we can secure our 
homeland. There is no doubt in my mind 
that we can educate our children and pro-
vide a hopeful future for everybody who 
is living here in America. And the reason 
I say that is because I say with the utmost 
of confidence that this is the finest nation, 
full of the finest people, on the face of 
the Earth. 

May God bless you all, and may God 
bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:49 p.m. at 
Oakland County International Airport. In his 
remarks, he referred to Thaddeus McCotter, 
candidate for Michigan’s 11th Congressional 
District; Candice Miller, candidate for 
Michigan’s 10th Congressional District; sen-
atorial candidate Andrew ‘‘Rocky’’ 
Raczkowski; L. Brooks Patterson, Oakland 
County Executive; Loren Bennett and Terri 
Lynn Land, candidates for Michigan sec-
retary of state; Mike Cox, candidate for 
Michigan attorney general; and President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

Prime Minister Bertie Ahern to restore 
confidence between the parties and peoples 
of Northern Ireland, hold elections, and re-
instate powersharing as soon as is possible. 
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I join their condemnation of sectarianism 
and violence and echo their call for all par-
ties to make unequivocal their commitment 
to exclusively peaceful and democratic 
means for pursuing their interests. There 
is simply no place for paramilitaries in a 
democratic society. I also applaud the two 
Governments’ recognition of the central im-
portance of policing and the need for con-
tinued policing reform. 

I welcome the continued close coopera-
tion of the British and Irish Governments 
as they work toward the full implementa-
tion of the Good Friday agreement. The 
United States stands ready to assist their 
efforts. I appeal to everyone in Northern 
Ireland to recognize the great benefits that 
the agreement has already secured. The 
Good Friday agreement remains the best 
framework for a lasting peace in Northern 
Ireland. 

Remarks at a Dinner for Congressional Candidate Thaddeus McCotter in 
Dearborn, Michigan 
October 14, 2002 

Thank you all. ‘‘Congressman,’’ thank 
you. I appreciate you all coming. I’m here 
to help the Republican Party. I’m here to 
help Dick Posthumus get elected. I’m here 
to make it clear that Thaddeus McCotter 
needs to be the next Congressman from 
this district. 

Anybody who would name his son 
George—[laughter]—in this case, George 
T.—I appreciate the chance to meet the 
family. I want to thank the McCotters for 
coming. He’s got a great wife and three 
wonderful children. I appreciate a man who 
has got his priorities straight, and that is 
his faith and his family and his country. 
And I appreciate you all coming to help 
him. 

We had a big rally earlier today, and 
Thaddeus was there and so was the next 
Governor of the State of Michigan, Dick 
Posthumus. I told the folks in—I mean, 
there was a couple of thousand people 
there, and I told them that it’s important 
to do what they are good at doing, which 
is put signs in the ground and dial the 
phones and put out the mailers. We’re get-
ting close to grassroots politics time. 

For those of you who are involved in 
the grassroots of Michigan politics, I want 
to thank you for what you’re going to do, 

not only what you have done but what’s 
going to take place over the next couple 
of weeks, and that is to work hard to turn 
out a big vote. To turn out a vote for 
the next Governor, the next Congressman 
is really important. There’s no doubt in my 
mind these two men are going to win, and 
they’re only going to win with your help. 
So thanks for coming. Thanks for your care 
about your State and your country. 

I’m so grateful that my buddy the Gov-
ernor of Michigan is here, John Engler. 
I appreciate his strong service to Michigan. 
We both did a very smart thing: We both 
married girls from Texas. [Laughter] We 
both married above ourselves. [Laughter] 

And speaking about girls from Texas, 
Laura sends her love to many of you here 
that we got to know during the course of 
our campaign. She’s doing great. She’s 
strong, and she’s calm when she needs to 
be calm. She’s a fabulous wife, a great 
mother, and she’s doing a wonderful job 
as our First Lady. I’m really proud of her. 

I want to thank the Members from the 
U.S. Congress who are here with us today. 
I particularly want to thank Mike Rogers 
for working hard to make sure this event 
was successful. Mike, thanks for your hard 
work. Thanks for your support. I think 
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Peter Hoekstra is here somewhere. I don’t 
know if they let people in from the western 
part of the State or not. [Laughter] Where 
are you, Peter? Good to see you, Congress-
man. Thanks for coming—a fine U.S. Con-
gressman. I know Vern Ehlers is here. 
Vern, I’m honored you’re here. Thanks for 
coming. I appreciate—good to see you, sir. 
I think Joe Knollenberg is still here. I hope 
he is. Hey, Joe, thanks. I appreciate you, 
Congressman. Dave Camp, Congressman 
Camp is with us today, I think. Oh, hi, 
Dave. Thanks for coming. 

I think that’s all the members of the 
congressional team from Michigan that are 
here. I’ve got to tell you, they’re fine Mem-
bers of the Congress. I appreciate their 
friendship. I appreciate their strong support 
on key issues. We’ve had great success in 
the House of Representatives and a lot of 
it had to do with the leadership of the 
folks from Michigan. You’re well rep-
resented. 

My call is to make sure they go back. 
My call is to make sure we continue to 
hold the House. My call is to remind you 
it’s important to have a Speaker like Denny 
Hastert, who will make a huge difference 
for the people of Michigan and the people 
of our country. And one way to do it is 
to not only reelect those who have already 
won but to make sure Thad McCotter gets 
elected to the United States House as 
well—and Candice Miller. 

I know the speaker of the house is here. 
I want to thank Rick Johnson for coming. 
Mr. Speaker, I appreciate your coming. In 
the limousine on the way here, the next 
Governor and I were talking about how 
the house races look great here in Michigan 
and that he looks forward to working with 
you, Mr. Speaker, and a good, solid Repub-
lican majority to do what’s right for the 
people of Michigan. 

I’m also honored that Betsy DeVos is 
here. Betsy, I appreciate your tireless work 
on behalf of the Republican Party. I appre-
ciate you coming. Michael Kojaian, he’s a 
wonderful friend and a good man who has 

been a hard worker to make sure events 
such as these are successful. And Michael, 
I appreciate you coming. 

We’ve got a lot of work to do in Wash-
ington, DC. And that’s why I’m so—want 
to be involved with these House races. 
We’ve got to make sure the country is a 
stronger country and a safer country and 
a better country. And to make sure Amer-
ica is a stronger country, we’ve got to work 
to make sure that people can find a job. 
You know, anytime there’s a place where 
somebody is looking for work and can’t find 
work, it is a problem, and we’ve got to 
deal with it. 

But the best way to deal with it is to 
elect people to Congress who understand 
the role of Government. The role of Gov-
ernment is not to try to create wealth; the 
role of Government is to create an environ-
ment in which the entrepreneur can flour-
ish, in which small businesses can grow to 
be big businesses, in which people feel 
comfortable risking capital. The people in 
the U.S. Congress from Michigan under-
stand that. Thaddeus understands that. It’s 
important to get him elected. 

You hear a lot of talk about tax relief. 
Here’s the page of the textbook that we’ve 
been reading in Washington, at least those 
of us who agreed with the tax relief plan. 
It says this: ‘‘If you let a person keep more 
of their own money, they’re likely to de-
mand a good or a service. And when they 
demand a good or a service in the market-
place, somebody is likely to produce the 
good or a service. And when somebody 
produces the good or service, somebody is 
more likely to find work’’—if you’re inter-
ested in jobs. 

The tax relief plan we passed in Wash-
ington came at the—exactly the right time. 
The country was in recession. We needed 
to stimulate the economy. We needed to 
get the economics of the country on the 
right track. We needed people to be able 
to find work. Tax relief was vital. Not only 
was the tax relief plan good for the creation 
of small business and the enhancement of 
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the entrepreneurial spirit, the tax relief plan 
also recognized that we want to encourage 
marriage in families through the Tax Code, 
not discourage it, and we slashed the mar-
riage penalty in the tax relief. 

We also did one other thing that was 
helpful to the farmers of Michigan, the 
ranchers all across the country, the small-
business owners, the entrepreneurs, the 
first-time capitalists, and that is, we put 
the death tax on the way to extinction. 

But we’re still having to talk about the 
issue because the rules of the United States 
Senate are such that the tax relief plan 
that—it lasts for 10 years. And after 10 
years, it reverts to—back to the way it was. 
And yes, 2001, it’s like the Senate giveth, 
and the Senate taketh away. That’s a hard 
one to explain in Crawford, Texas, or any-
where else, for that matter. 

And so the issue really is, and Thaddeus 
understands this, for the sake of job cre-
ation, we need certainty in the Tax Code. 
For the sake of an expanding economy, we 
need to make sure that our entrepreneurs 
understand what’s happening. For the sake 
of families, we need permanency. For the 
sake of people being able to pass their as-
sets on to whom they want, we need per-
manency. The Congress needs to make the 
tax cuts permanent. 

There are some other things that need 
to happen in Congress to make sure people 
can find work. We’re debating a terrorism 
insurance bill. I’m not debating it; I’m 
watching the debate. I’m amazed that the 
debate is still going on. There are $15 bil-
lion of construction projects which have 
been put on hold because people can’t get 
terrorism insurance. The terrorists hit us; 
they raised the price of insurance. They 
made it basically extinct. And what the 
Congress needs to do is serve as a backstop 
and serve as a guarantor for terrorism in-
surance to get these projects moving again. 

If the enemy doesn’t attack, it doesn’t 
cost anything. If the enemy does attack, 
it’ll help keep order in our economy. It 
makes sense. There are 300,000 hardhats’ 

jobs waiting to go forward. For the sake 
of job creation, for the sake of getting good 
people to work, we need a terrorism insur-
ance bill. We need a bill that rewards the 
hardhats and not the trial lawyers of Amer-
ica. 

Traveling with me today is one of my 
finest Cabinet Secretaries—perhaps it’s be-
cause he cut his teeth in Michigan poli-
tics—and that’s Spence Abraham. I appre-
ciate Spence coming. He’s somewhere 
around. There he is, and Jane is with him, 
too, who’s a fine, fine soul. Thanks for com-
ing, Jane. 

The reason I bring up Spence is because, 
one, I want to brag on him, what a good 
job he’s doing. But also, a job bill is an 
energy bill. A good energy bill will help 
with jobs. Spence has been working hard 
to get the Congress to come together to 
get an energy bill out that encourages con-
servation, encourages the use of renew-
ables, that fires up new technologies nec-
essary to achieve national objectives, which 
is less dependence on foreign sources of 
crude and cleaner air—things we believe 
can happen. 

But he and I also agree we need to be— 
explore for more energy at home. And yet, 
there’s talk—just like the terrorism insur-
ance bill—all they’re doing is talking. They 
need to get the bill to my desk for the 
sake of jobs and for the sake of national 
security. We need to have an energy bill 
in America. And Spence, I want to thank 
you for your hard work. 

By the way, looking at Spence or just 
thinking about Spence—looking at him 
too—reminds me of why we need to take 
the Senate back. I’ve named really good 
people to the bench. One of my most awe-
some responsibilities and important respon-
sibilities is to find good, honorable Ameri-
cans who will serve as Federal judges, peo-
ple who will use the bench to strictly inter-
pret the Constitution, people who will not 
use the bench to rewrite law. We’ve got 
plenty of legislators in Washington. 
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And this Senate has done a lousy job 
with my nominees. The percentage of peo-
ple confirmed is way below those con-
firmed under President Clinton or Presi-
dent Bush or President Reagan. They’re 
playing politics. I named good, strong peo-
ple up there, and they distort their records. 
The American people deserve better. The 
nominees for the bench I’ve named deserve 
better. For the sake of a good, sound judi-
ciary, we need to change the United States 
Senate. 

Congress is fixing to leave town, and the 
Senate doesn’t have a budget. One of the 
things that can serve as an anchor to eco-
nomic vitality is if the Congress overspends. 
They need to be mindful about whose 
money they spend in Washington. They’re 
not spending the Government’s money. 
They’re spending your money. The Mem-
bers of the House of Representatives who 
are with us tonight and Thaddeus under-
stands that, that they spend the people’s 
money, that we’ve got to set priorities, be 
wise about how we use the people’s money. 

Listen, without a budget, there’s no tell-
ing what’s going to happen in Washington, 
DC. Every idea up there sounds like a bril-
liant idea. The problem is, every brilliant 
idea costs billions of dollars. For the sake 
of job creation, for the sake of economic 
security in this country, the United States 
Congress must be wise with the people’s 
money. They must fund the priorities, and 
they must not overspend. 

I want you all to know, I look forward 
to working with the Congress to get some 
things done. I hope the Congress responds. 
They’ve got 4 days before they go home. 
They can help with the jobs. And I won’t 
rest so long as people are looking for work. 
I’m an optimistic fellow because I know 
that the fundamentals are strong. Interest 
rates are low. Inflation is low. We’ve got 
the highest productivity rates in a long 
time. We’ve got great workers. The entre-
preneurial spirit is strong. But there are 
people who hurt. And so long as people 
hurt, I’m going to be—I’m going to be 

paying attention to the economy and doing 
anything I can to help people find work. 

We did make a great stride, by the way, 
toward increasing confidence in our econ-
omy. You know, we had a recession, and 
then we had the enemy attack. And then 
we had one other attack on the confidence 
of the American people. We had some citi-
zens in our country who felt like they didn’t 
need to tell the truth when it came to 
corporate numbers. We had some people 
who forgot the awesome responsibility of 
being a chief executive officer or a chief 
financial officer. I worked with Members 
of the House in both political parties. I 
had the honor of signing the most com-
prehensive corporate reform bill—corporate 
reform legislation since Franklin Roosevelt 
was the President. 

And the message is pretty simple and 
very profound. If you find yourself in a 
position of responsibility, we expect you to 
tell the truth. We expect you to treat your 
employees and your shareholders with re-
spect. If you think you’re going to find 
easy money in the American system, all 
you’re going to end up doing is finding 
hard time. 

The other thing I’m going to think 
about—I think about a lot, constantly 
about, and that Thaddeus and I and other 
Members will be working on, is how to 
secure the homeland of America. The 
enemy is active, and they hate. The attacks 
in Indonesia that needlessly killed hundreds 
of people serve as a stark reminder that 
there’s still an enemy which kills with im-
punity, an enemy which does not value in-
nocent life. The attacks on the French ves-
sel in Yemen shows there’s an enemy will-
ing to use any kind of device to attack 
those of us who love freedom. They’re ac-
tive. They’re resilient, and they continue 
to hate. 

And they hate because of what we love. 
We love freedom. We love the fact that 
in this great country people can worship 
an almighty God any way they see fit. We 
love that. We love the fact that people can 
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have honest, open political discourse in a 
free society. We love free press. We love 
everything about freedom, and we’re not 
changing. 

And so long as we love freedom, as much 
as we love freedom, the enemy will try 
to hurt America and hurt our friends and 
hurt our allies. And so our biggest job is 
to secure the homeland. It’s to do every-
thing we can, to use every resource at our 
fingertips to protect the American people 
from potential harm. 

You need to know, there’s a lot of really 
good folks at the Federal level who are 
doing just that, and good folks at the State 
and local level as well. I mean, anytime 
we’re getting a hint, we’re moving on it. 
Anytime we’re getting a suggestion that 
somebody might be thinking about doing 
something to America, we’re responding, 
within the U.S. Constitution. We hold that 
document sacred. 

But we’re responding. We’re disrupting. 
We’re denying. We’re sharing intelligence 
better than ever before. The doctrine that 
says, ‘‘You’re either with the United States, 
or you’re against us,’’ still stands. It’s a doc-
trine which is even more important today, 
perhaps, than right after September the 
11th, because the attacks go on. We cannot 
do this war alone. We constantly remind 
other nations that if they love freedom like 
we love freedom, they’ll be under attack. 

I went to the United States Congress 
to ask them to help me create a Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. I did so be-
cause I want to be in a position where 
I can assure the American people, we’re 
doing everything in our power to protect 
America. The House responded quickly. 
After a good, solid debate, the House came 
with a really good piece of legislation. 

The Senate is stuck. The Senate is stuck 
because some Members feel like it’s the 
Senate duty to micromanage the process. 
They have passed a law that—or they think 
they’re going to pass a law—they won’t, 
but they’re trying to pass the law—it’s why 
the President has a veto pen—that will 

have a thick book of bureaucratic regula-
tions and hamstringing the capacity of this 
administration and future administrations to 
respond to potential terrorist threats. 

I’ll give you two examples of what I’m 
talking about, so you’ll understand the de-
bate. One, customs agents ought to be 
wearing radiological detection devices. They 
ought to wear those, so that if somebody 
is trying to sneak a weapons of mass de-
struction into the country, somebody on 
duty will have a device indicating that a 
weapon of mass destruction is coming in. 
We proposed that. The union representing 
the workers said, ‘‘No, we’re not going to 
have that. You can’t have mandatory use 
of a radiological detection device. It must 
be voluntary. Otherwise, we’re going to 
take you to collective bargaining.’’ 

We don’t have time to bargain collec-
tively over an issue like that. I believe in 
collective bargaining for people. I believe 
they ought to be able to go to unions if 
they want to. But for the sake of national 
security, some of these rules need to be 
put aside, some of the work rules that will 
make it difficult for us to be able to protect 
the American people. 

Every President since Jimmy Carter has 
the capacity to suspend collective bar-
gaining for national security purposes. And 
yet, here we are at war, and the Senate 
is debating a bill, and they now want to 
take that power away from this President. 
And that’s not right. I need to be able 
to put the right people at the right place 
with the right equipment at the right time 
to protect America. And the Senate must 
understand that. 

I hope we get a good bill. They’re going 
home in 4 days. I expect there to be a 
bill. I look forward to continuing to work, 
but I want you to know that I’m not only 
speaking for this administration, I’m speak-
ing for future administrations. It doesn’t 
make any sense for the Department of 
Homeland Security not to have that—for 
me to have the capacity to deal with the 
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home—the Department of Homeland Se-
curity in the same way that I can deal 
with the Department of Agriculture. And 
so I expect the Senate to finish the debate 
and get a bill. Hopefully, we can get it 
out of conference before you go home. It’s 
important. 

The best way to protect the homeland 
is to find this enemy, wherever he hides, 
and bring him to justice, to hunt them 
down one by one. I say ‘‘hunt them down 
one by one’’ because that’s the nature of 
the war we’re in. In the old days, you’d 
go after platoons or battalions or aircraft 
or fleets. They don’t have fleets. They don’t 
have battalions. They’ve got coldblooded 
killers who hide in caves. They hijack a 
wonderful religion, and they send young-
sters to their suicidal deaths. But you’ve 
got to know, there’s not a cave deep 
enough for the justice of America. There’s 
not a corner of the world in which we’re 
not going to shine light, because we love 
our freedom, because we believe in the 
values, and we hold those—of America, and 
hold them dear to our heart. 

We’re making progress. We are. We’ve 
done a heck of a lot of work, made good 
progress at dismantling the Al Qaida ter-
rorist network. After all, they used to run 
a country. We liberated that country. We 
freed a country from the clutches of one 
of the most barbaric regimes in the history 
of mankind. And thanks to the United 
States and our friends and allies—and 
thanks to the United States and friends and 
allies, many young girls now go to school 
for the first time. 

I remind you of that because our country 
never has the intention of conquering any-
body. We believe in freedom for all people. 
We believe in freeing people, if possible. 
So we’re liberators in this case, and we’ll 
always be liberators. Because our coalition 
is strong, I would say we’ve hauled in— 
arrested or however you want to put it— 
a couple of thousand of Al Qaida. Some 
of them are former leaders. Abu Zubaydah 
was one of the top three leaders in the 

organization. Like number weren’t as lucky; 
they met a different kind of fate. But 
they’re no longer a problem. 

We’re slowly but surely rounding them 
up. The other day we got this guy, bin 
al-Shibh. He popped his head up. [Laugh-
ter] He’s not a problem. Slowly but sure-
ly—and I’m not giving up. There’s not a 
calendar on my desk that says, okay, on 
this day you quit. That’s just not the way 
I think. I understand the task. I know the 
threats. The threats should be vivid in 
everybody’s mind when you see the pic-
tures of the devastation, the size of the 
bomb crater, the absolute needless murder 
that took place in Indonesia. 

I asked Congress for a significant in-
crease in defense spending. I appreciate 
that. I appreciate the fact that the House 
voted on it. The Senate voted on it. They 
need to get that to my desk. The House 
voted on the conference. The Senate needs 
to get it to my desk before they go home. 

And the reason I did is because I feel 
strongly about this. Anytime we put our 
kids into harm’s way, they’ve got to have 
the best pay, the best training, and the 
best possible equipment. I also wanted to 
send a message to friend and foe that we’re 
in this deal for the long pull, that when 
it comes to defending our freedom, it 
doesn’t matter how long it takes. When it 
comes to protecting America and innocent 
life, there is no timeline, friends, that 
there’s just not a quitting date until I’m 
absolutely certain that America is secure. 

I believe the enemy, they just didn’t 
know what they were up to when they hit 
us. They probably—guys sitting there, say-
ing, ‘‘They’re so materialistic, so self-ab-
sorbed, so selfish that they might file a 
lawsuit or two.’’ [Laughter] They didn’t un-
derstand America. They just don’t under-
stand what we’re made out of. They don’t 
understand our fiber. They don’t under-
stand our courage. They don’t understand 
what we love. 

My job is not only to protect America 
today but to anticipate problems as well. 
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And obviously I started a significant and 
important debate about Iraq. I did because 
I—because I understand the threat of Iraq. 
This is a country that said he would have 
no weapons of mass destruction, and he 
does. This is a country that has defied the 
United Nations 11 straight years, 16 dif-
ferent resolutions. He’s completely ignored 
the international body. This is a country 
who has made it clear, he’d like to have 
a nuclear weapon. And when our inspec-
tors—or the inspectors went into the coun-
try right after the Gulf war, it was esti-
mated that they were months away from 
having a nuclear weapon. This is a country 
that hates America, hates the people in the 
neighborhood. This is a country which has 
invaded two countries, unprovoked. This is 
a country, the leadership of which has actu-
ally used weapons of mass destruction on 
its own people, on citizens who disagreed 
with him. This is a country who gassed 
its neighbors. This is a dangerous man. 

Prior to September the 11th, 2001, we 
thought two oceans would protect us. We 
thought we could kind of step back and 
say, ‘‘This may be somebody else’s problem, 
in another part of the world, and we may 
or may not deal with it.’’ After September 
the 11th, we’ve entered into a new era 
and a new war. This is a man that we 
know has had connections with Al Qaida. 
This is a man who, in my judgment, would 
like to use Al Qaida as a forward army. 
And this is a man that we must deal with 
for the sake of peace, for the sake of our 
children’s peace. 

Military option is my last choice. It’s not 
my—it’s the last thing I want to do, is 
commit our military. My first choice is for 
Saddam Hussein to do what he said he 
would do, and after 11 years, disarm. I 
doubt he’s going to do that, but it’s his 
choice to make. See, he gets to make the 
choice. The United Nations needs to make 
a choice, whether it will be the League 
of Nations or the United Nations, whether 
it will be an empty debating society or a 
group of countries who have got the capac-

ity and the will and the backbone to help 
keep the peace—their choice to make. I 
hope this happens peacefully. I hope he 
disarms. But for the sake of our future, 
for the sake of peace itself, if need be, 
the United States will lead a strong coali-
tion of freedom-loving nations and disarm 
Saddam Hussein. 

At the same time that we work to make 
America stronger and safer, we’ve got to 
make sure we work to make America bet-
ter. We have an opportunity to challenge 
some of the problems that we face in our 
society. First, it starts with making sure 
every child gets educated. I appreciate 
Thaddeus’ and your next Governor’s focus 
on education. I mean every child, not just 
a few, not just a handful, not just those 
in nice districts—every single child. 

I believe every child can learn. I hope 
you believe every child can learn. And then 
together we can challenge what I call the 
soft bigotry of low expectations. See, when 
you lower the bar, when you think certain 
kids can’t learn, you’re going to get lousy 
results. I also strongly believe that in return 
for Federal money, you need to show us 
whether or not the children are learning. 
You need to show us whether a child can 
read and write and add and subtract. And 
if so, we’ll praise the teachers and thank 
them. We need to thank our teachers. But 
when we find children trapped in schools 
which will not teach and schools which will 
not change, you better have you a President 
and a Governor who’s willing to challenge 
the status quo. No child should be left be-
hind in America. 

I want to work with Thaddeus to make 
sure that some of our promises are kept, 
particularly those to our seniors. Medicine 
is modern. Medicare is not modern. Medi-
cine has changed. Medicare hasn’t changed. 
And for the sake of our seniors, we need 
to change Medicare so it’s modern and in-
cludes prescription drugs. And I look for-
ward to working with the Members of the 
Congress. 
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Oh, there’s some things Congress can do 
to make America a better place, but the 
most powerful instrument for change, the 
best way to make America a better place, 
is to unleash the great strength of our 
country. And the great strength of America 
is the hearts and souls of the American 
people. If you want to fight evil in America, 
love your neighbor just like you’d like to 
be loved yourself. If you want to help 
change the country, if you want to be a 
part of eliminating the pockets of despair 
and loneliness, put your arm around some-
body who hurts, and say, ‘‘I love you.’’ 

Today we welcomed a young kid, a 22-
year-old boy there at the rally, who was 
a mentor. He is a part of the army of 
compassion in America. He is doing his 
part to change America one heart, one con-
science, one soul at a time. 

You see, one of the things I appreciate 
about our political party is, we understand 
the limitations of Government. Government 
can hand out money, but Government can-
not put hope in people’s hearts. Govern-
ment cannot put a sense of purpose in peo-
ple’s lives. That happens when loving soul 
interfaces with loving soul. 

The enemy hit us, but out of the evil 
done to America is coming a—is coming 
the revival of an American spirit, which 
understands—where we all understand 
serving something greater than ourself in 
life is a part of being an American, that 
being a patriot is more than just putting 
your hand over your heart, being a patriot 
is helping somebody in need. We can 
change America one soul at a time, we 
can, as our fellow Americans do their duty, 
to find the new patriotism. 

Perhaps the greatest example of what I’m 
talking about and the most vivid example 
and an example which I think will last 

through the ages, is what happened on 
Flight 93. The guy was on a plane ride, 
flying across the country. Their loved ones 
tell them the plane is being used as a 
weapon. They recognize what must happen. 
They told their loved ones goodbye. They 
said a prayer. A guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll,’’ and 
they drove the plane in the ground to serve 
something greater than themselves. 

No, the American spirit is alive, and it’s 
strong. And as a result, we will overcome 
the evil done to America. No, the enemy 
hit us, but they didn’t know who they were 
hitting. They hit a nation which is more 
committed to peace than ever before and 
a nation which is committed to making sure 
this country is hopeful and optimistic and 
bright for every citizen who is fortunate 
enough to live in this great land. 

I want to thank you all for coming. You 
just need to know this about me: I believe 
there’s any—we can accomplish anything 
set before us, because I know this is the 
finest country, full of the greatest people 
on the face of the Earth. 

May God bless you all, and may God 
bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:01 p.m. in 
the Presidential Ballroom at the Ritz-Carlton 
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Rita 
McCotter, wife of Mr. McCotter, and their 
children, George, Timothy, and Emilia; din-
ner chairs Betsy DeVos and Michael Kojaian; 
Jane Abraham, wife of Energy Secretary 
Spencer Abraham; Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al 
Qaida operative suspected of helping to plan 
the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, 
who was captured in Karachi, Pakistan; Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq; and volunteer 
Lenwood Compton, Jr. Mr. McCotter, can-
didate for Michigan’s 11th Congressional 
District, introduced the President. 
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Remarks at the White House Conference on Minority Homeownership 
October 15, 2002 

Well, thanks for the warm welcome. 
Thank you for being here today. I appre-
ciate your attendance to this very important 
conference. You see, we want everybody 
in America to own their own home. That’s 
what we want. This is—an ownership soci-
ety is a compassionate society. 

More and more people own their homes 
in America today. Two-thirds of all Ameri-
cans own their homes. Yet, we have a prob-
lem here in America because fewer than 
half of the Hispanics and half the African 
Americans own the home. That’s a home-
ownership gap. It’s a gap that we’ve got 
to work together to close for the good of 
our country, for the sake of a more hopeful 
future. We’ve got to work to knock down 
the barriers that have created a home-
ownership gap. 

I set an ambitious goal. It’s one that I 
believe we can achieve. It’s a clear goal, 
that by the end of this decade, we’ll in-
crease the number of minority homeowners 
by at least 51⁄2 million families. Some may 
think that’s a stretch. I don’t think it is. 
I think it is realistic. I know we’re going 
to have to work together to achieve it. But 
when we do, our communities will be 
stronger, and so will our economy. 

Achieving the goal is going to require 
some good policies out of Washington. And 
it’s going to require a strong commitment 
from those of you involved in the housing 
industry. Just by showing up at the con-
ference, you show your commitment. And 
together—together we will work over the 
next decade to enable millions of our fellow 
Americans to own a piece of their own 
property, and that’s their home. 

I appreciate so very much the home-
owners who are with us today. The Arias 
family, newly arrived from Peru, they live 
in Baltimore. Thanks to the Association of 
Real Estate Brokers, the help of some good 
folks in Baltimore, they figured out how 

to purchase their own home. Imagine, to 
be coming to our country without a home, 
with a simple dream, and now they’re on 
stage here at this conference, being one 
of the new homeowners in the greatest land 
on the face of the Earth. I appreciate the 
Arias family coming. 

We’ve got the Horton family from Little 
Rock, Arkansas, here today. Actually, it’s 
not Little Rock; it’s North Little Rock, Ar-
kansas. I was corrected. [Laughter] I appre-
ciate so very much these good folks coming 
all the way up from the South. They were 
helped by HUD. They were helped by 
Freddie Mac. Obviously, they’ve got a 
young family. And when we start talking 
about owning a home, a smile spread right 
across the face of the dad that could have 
lit up the entire town of Washington, DC. 
I appreciate you all coming. Thanks for 
coming. He had to make sure I knew that 
he was educated in Texas. [Laughter] 

Finally, Kim Berry from New York is 
here. She’s a single mom. You’re not going 
to believe this, but her son is 18 years 
old. [Laughter] She barely looked like she 
was 18 to me. Being a single mom is the 
hardest job in America. And the idea of 
this fine American working hard to provide 
for her child, at the same time working 
hard to realize her dream, which is owning 
a home on Long Island, is really a special 
tribute to the character of this particular 
person and to the character of a lot of 
Americans. And so we’re honored to have 
you here, Kim, and thanks for being such 
a good mom and a fine American. 

I told Mel Martinez I was serious about 
this initiative. We started talking about it, 
and I said, ‘‘Well, you know, I’m the kind 
of fellow, I don’t like to lay out a goal 
and don’t mean it.’’ I think it’s not—I don’t 
think it’s fair for the American people to 
be—to have a President or anybody else, 
for that matter, lay out a goal and just 
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kind of say it but don’t mean it. I mean 
it. And the good news is, Mel Martinez 
believes it and means it as well. He’s doing 
a fine job of running HUD, and I’m glad 
he has joined my Cabinet. And I picked 
a pretty spunky Deputy as well, Alphonso 
Jackson, my fellow Texan. I call him A.J. 

I appreciate the Secretary of Agriculture 
being here. She’s got a lot of money having 
to do with rural housing. I appreciate Ann’s 
commitment to rural America. And I’m 
really proud of the job she’s doing as well 
for the American people, serving in my 
Cabinet. Thanks for coming, Ann. 

I’ve got some others in my administra-
tion, as I look around. I see Rosario Marin, 
who’s the Treasurer of the United States. 
Rosario used to be a mayor. Thank you 
for coming, Madam Mayor. She under-
stands how important housing is. I see 
other mayors around here, and I want to 
thank the mayors for coming. After all, it’s 
in your interest that this project succeed. 

I know we’ve got some folks from the 
faith-based community here. Luis Cortes 
from Philadelphia is here, and my friend 
Kirbyjon Caldwell from Houston, Texas. 
Kirbyjon, I had breakfast with him this 
morning. He told me he was going to have 
to leave before my speech. He’s a wise 
man, that Kirbyjon Caldwell. [Laughter] 
But he has gone back home to Texas. 

I appreciate Margaret Spellings and her 
staff. Margaret is the Domestic Policy Ad-
viser to the President, and I want to thank 
you for putting on this conference, Mar-
garet. 

All of us here in America should believe, 
and I think we do, that we should be, as 
I mentioned, a nation of owners. Owning 
something is freedom, as far as I’m con-
cerned. It’s part of a free society, and own-
ership of a home helps bring stability to 
neighborhoods. You own your home in a 
neighborhood, you have more interest in 
how your neighborhood feels, looks, wheth-
er it’s safe or not. It brings pride to people. 
It’s a part of an asset-based society. It helps 
people build up their own individual port-

folio, provides an opportunity, if need be, 
for a mom or a dad to leave something 
to their child. It’s a part of—it’s a part 
of being a—it’s a part of—an important 
part of America. 

Homeownership is also an important part 
of our economic vitality. If—when we meet 
this project, this goal, according to our Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development, 
we will have added an additional $256 bil-
lion to the economy by encouraging 5.5 
million new homeowners in America. The 
activity—the economic activity stimulated 
with the additional purchasers, the addi-
tional buyers, the additional demand will 
be upwards of $256 billion. And that’s im-
portant because it will help people find 
work. 

Low interest rates, low inflation are very 
important foundations for economic growth. 
The idea of encouraging new homeowner-
ship and the money that will be circulated 
as a result of people purchasing homes will 
mean people are more likely to find a job 
in America. This project not only is good 
for the soul of the country; it’s good for 
the pocketbook of the country as well. 

To open up the doors of homeownership, 
there are some barriers, and I want to talk 
about four that need to be overcome. 

First, downpayments—a lot of folks can’t 
make a downpayment. They may be quali-
fied. They may desire to buy a home, but 
they don’t have the money to make a 
downpayment. I think if you were to talk 
to a lot of families that are—desire to have 
a home, they would tell you that the down-
payment is the hurdle that they can’t cross. 
And one way to address that is to have 
the Federal Government participate. 

And so we’ve called upon Congress to 
set up what’s called the American Dream 
Downpayment Fund, which will provide fi-
nancial grants to local governments to help 
first-time homebuyers who qualify to make 
the downpayment on their home. If a 
downpayment is a problem, there’s a way 
we can address that. And when Congress 
funds the program, this should help 
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200,000 new families over the next 5 years 
become first-time homebuyers. 

Secondly, affordable housing is a prob-
lem in many neighborhoods, particularly 
inner-city neighborhoods. You may—we 
may have qualified homebuyers, but if 
there’s no home to buy, this initiative isn’t 
going anywhere. And so one of the things 
that we’re going to—that I’m doing is pro-
posing a single-family affordable housing 
credit to encourage the construction of sin-
gle-family homes in neighborhoods where 
affordable housing is scarce. 

Over the next 5 years the initiative will 
provide homebuilders and therefore home-
buyers with—homebuilders with $2 billion 
in tax credits to bring affordable homes 
and therefore provide an additional supply 
for homebuyers. It’s really important for 
us to understand that we can provide in-
centive for people to build homes where 
there’s a lack of affordable housing. And 
we’ve got to set priorities, and one of the 
key priorities is going to be inner-city 
America. Good schools and affordable 
housing will help revitalize our inner cities. 

Another obstacle to minority home-
ownership is the lack of information. You 
know, getting into your own home can be 
complicated. It can be a difficult process. 
I had that very same problem. [Laughter] 

Every homebuyer has responsibilities and 
rights that need to be understood clearly. 
And yet when you look at some of the 
contracts, there’s a lot of small print. And 
you can imagine somebody newly arrived 
from Peru looking at all that print and say-
ing, ‘‘I’m not sure I can possibly understand 
that. Why do I want to buy a home?’’ 
There’s an educational process that needs 
to go on, not only to explain the contract, 
explain obligation, but also to explain fi-
nancing options, to help people understand 
the complexities of a homeownership mar-
ket, and also at the same time to protect 
people from unscrupulous lenders, people 
who would take advantage of a good-heart-
ed soul who is trying to realize their dream. 

Homeownership education is critical. 
And so today I’m pleased to announce that 
through Mel’s office, we’re going to dis-
tribute $35 million in 2003 to more than 
100 national, State, and local organizations 
that promote homeownership through 
buyer education. 

And of course, one of the larger obstacles 
to minority homeownership is financing, is 
the ability to have their dream financed. 
Right now we have a program that all of 
you all are familiar with—maybe our fellow 
Americans aren’t—and that’s what they call 
a Section 8 housing program, that provides 
billions of dollars in vouchers to help low-
income Americans with their rent. It en-
courages leasing. We think it’s important 
that we use those vouchers, that Federal 
money, to help low-income Americans go 
from being somebody who leases to some-
body who owns; that we use the Section 
8 program to not only help with downpay-
ment but to help with continuing monthly 
mortgage payments after they’re into their 
new home. It is a way to help us meet 
this dream of 51⁄2 million additional families 
owning their home. 

I’m also going to encourage the lending 
industry to develop a mortgage market so 
that this script, these vouchers, can regu-
larly be used as a source of payment to 
provide more capital to lenders, who can 
then help more families move from rental 
housing into houses of their own. 

These are some of the barriers that 
homeowners face—potential homeowners 
face, and this is what we intend to do about 
it. But like in a lot of our life, Government 
can’t do everything. It’s impossible to pro-
vide every aspect of a national strategy, par-
ticularly in this case. And that’s why we 
need the help of private and nonprofit sec-
tors in our country to help play a vital 
role in helping to meet the goal. Many 
of you here represent the nonprofit as well 
as the private sectors of our economy and 
our country, and I want to thank you for 
your commitment. 
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Last June, I issued a challenge to every-
one involved in the housing industry to 
help increase the number of minority fami-
lies to be homeowners. And what I’m talk-
ing about, I’m talking about your bankers 
and your brokers and developers as well 
as members of faith-based community and 
community programs. And the response to 
the homeowners challenge has been very 
strong and very gratifying. 

Twenty-two public and private partners 
have signed up to help meet our national 
goal. Partners in the mortgage finance in-
dustry are encouraging homeownership by 
purchasing more loans made by banks to 
African Americans, Hispanics, and other 
minorities. Representatives of the real es-
tate and homebuilding industries, through 
their nationwide networks or affiliates, are 
committed to broadening homeownership. 
They made the commitment to help meet 
the national goal we set. 

Freddie Mae—Fannie Mae and Freddie 
Mac—I see the heads who are here; I want 
to thank you all for coming—[laughter]— 
have committed to provide more money for 
lenders. They’ve committed to help meet 
the shortage of capital available for minority 
homebuyers. 

Fannie Mae recently announced a $50 
million program to develop 600 homes for 
the Cherokee Nation in Oklahoma. Frank-
lin, I appreciate that commitment. They 
also announced $12.7 million investment in 
the condominium project in Harlem. It’s 
the beginnings of a series of initiatives to 
help meet the goal of 51⁄2 million families. 
Franklin told me at the meeting where we 
kicked this off, he said, ‘‘I promise you, 
we will help,’’ and he has, like many others 
in this room have done. 

Freddie Mac recently began 25 initiatives 
around the country to dismantle barriers 
and create greater opportunities for home-
ownership. One of the programs is de-
signed to help deserving families who have 
bad credit histories to qualify for home-
ownership loans. Freddie Mac is also work-
ing with the Department of Defense to 

promote construction and financing for 
housing for men and women in the mili-
tary. 

There’s all kinds of ways that we can 
work together to meet the goal. Corporate 
America has a responsibility to work to 
make America a compassionate place. Cor-
porate America has responded. As an exam-
ple—only one of many examples—the good 
folks at Sears and Roebuck have responded 
by making a 5-year, $100 million commit-
ment to making homeownership and home 
maintenance possible for millions of Ameri-
cans. 

There have been other steps that are 
being taken to close the homeownership 
gap. And you’ve heard some of the stories 
here today, people much more eloquent 
than me to talk about what’s taking place 
on the frontline of meeting this national 
goal. 

The nonprofit groups are bringing home-
ownership to some of our most troubled 
communities. And as you know, I’m a 
strong advocate of what I call the Faith-
Based Initiative. And the reason I am is 
because I understand the universal call to 
love a neighbor like you’d like to be loved 
yourself, and that includes helping some-
body find a home. 

One such example is the Enterprise 
Foundation, a national nonprofit organiza-
tion that provides assistance to grassroots 
homeownership organizations. Because of 
their work, as one example, 185 affordable 
homes will be available in a Baltimore 
neighborhood that was once so crime-rid-
den that people had written it off. Revital-
izing neighborhoods is a real possibility if 
people put their mind to it. And at the 
same time, you’re helping people own a 
home in America. 

And the faith-based community is doing 
some fantastic work when it comes to en-
couraging homeownership, whether it be fi-
nancial counseling or job training or other 
outreach services to help people understand 
what it takes to buy a home. 
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And then there’s my friend Kirbyjon 
Caldwell. He not only provides counseling 
and job training; he actually decided to en-
courage a development of homes in the 
Houston area. People—low-income people 
are going to be able to more afford a home 
in Texas because of Kirbyjon’s vision and 
work. He’s answered the call of faith to 
help people help themselves and to help 
them realize dreams. 

The other thing Kirbyjon told me, which 
I really appreciate, is you don’t have to 
have a lousy home for first-time home-
buyers. If you put your mind to it, the 
first-time homebuyer, the low-income 
homebuyer can have just as nice a house 
as anybody else. And I know Kirbyjon. He 
is what I call a social entrepreneur who 
is using his platform as a Methodist preach-
er to improve the neighborhood and the 
community in which he lives. 

And so is Luis Cortes, who represents 
Nueva Esperanza in Philadelphia. I went 
to see Luis one time in the inner-city Phila-
delphia. Luis is—at least he was; he’s prob-
ably still there—in what one would call a 
tough neighborhood. There’s a lot of aban-
doned buildings, and I mean beautiful old 
structures just empty. Luis had a dream 
to revitalize his neighborhood, starting with 
a good charter school, one that would work, 
one that would teach kids how to read and 
write and add and subtract. But he also 
understood that a homeownership program 
is incredibly important to revitalize this 
neighborhood that a lot of folks had already 
quit on. I suspect one day we’ll all go back 
to Luis’ neighborhood, and we’ll find first-
time homeowners there and a good edu-
cation system. And this will be the begin-
ning of a neighborhood revitalization in that 

part of Philadelphia, because there was vi-
sion and drive and hope for our fellow citi-
zens. 

So I want to thank you all for coming. 
I want to thank you for your determination 
to help close the minority homeownership 
gap. It’s an incredibly important initiative 
for this country. See, America is a good 
and generous country. It’s a great place. 
Part of it is to make sure that the dream, 
the American Dream, the ability to come 
from anywhere in our society and say, ‘‘I 
own this home,’’ is a reality—can be achiev-
able for anybody, regardless of their status, 
regardless of their—of whether or not they 
think the dream is meant for them. I mean, 
we can put light where there’s darkness 
and hope where there’s despondency in this 
country, and part of it is working together 
as a nation to encourage folks to own their 
own home. 

Again, I want to tell you, this is an initia-
tive—as Mel will tell you—it’s an initiative 
that we take very seriously. We’re going 
to stay on it until we’re—until we achieve 
the goal. And as we all achieve the goal, 
we can look back and say, ‘‘America is a 
better place for our hard work, our efforts, 
and our desires for our fellow Americans 
to realize the greatness of our country.’’ 

Thank you for coming. May God bless 
your vision. May God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. in 
the Jack Morton Auditorium in the Media 
and Public Affairs Building at George Wash-
ington University. In his remarks, he referred 
to Franklin D. Raines, chairman and chief 
executive officer, Fannie Mae. The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish 
language transcript of these remarks. 
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Remarks on Signing the Authorization for Use of Military Force Against 
Iraq Resolution of 2002 
October 16, 2002 

Thank you all. Please be seated. Good 
morning. Welcome to the White House. 
I want to thank the members of my Cabi-
net who have joined us. I want to thank 
the Members of Congress who are here 
on the stage. I want to thank the Members 
of Congress who are here in the audience. 
I’m honored to have you here. 

The resolution I’m about to sign symbol-
izes the united purpose of our Nation, ex-
presses the considered judgment of the 
Congress, and marks an important event 
in the life of America. 

The 107th Congress is one of the few 
called by history to authorize military action 
to defend our country and the cause of 
peace. This is among the most serious and 
difficult decisions a legislator can face. 
Members of both Houses, both political 
parties, have deliberated with care, and 
they have spoken with clarity on behalf of 
the American people. We will face our dan-
gers squarely, and we will face them 
unafraid. 

With this resolution, Congress has now 
authorized the use of force. I have not or-
dered the use of force. I hope the use 
of force will not become necessary. Yet, 
confronting the threat posed by Iraq is nec-
essary, by whatever means that requires. 
Either the Iraqi regime will give up its 
weapons of mass destruction, or for the 
sake of peace, the United States will lead 
a global coalition to disarm that regime. 
If any doubt our Nation’s resolve, our de-
termination, they would be unwise to test 
it. 

The Iraqi regime is a serious and grow-
ing threat to peace. On the commands of 
a dictator, the regime is armed with bio-
logical and chemical weapons, possesses 
ballistic missiles, promotes international ter-
ror, and seeks nuclear weapons. The same 
dictator has a history of mass murder, of 

striking other nations without warning, of 
intense hatred for America, and of con-
tempt for the demands of the civilized 
world. 

If Iraq gains even greater destructive 
power, nations in the Middle East would 
face blackmail, intimidation, or attack. 
Chaos in that region would be felt in Eu-
rope and beyond. And Iraq’s combination 
of weapons of mass destruction and ties 
to terrorist groups and ballistic missiles 
would threaten the peace and security of 
many nations. Those who choose to live 
in denial may eventually be forced to live 
in fear. 

Every nation that shares in the benefits 
of peace also shares in the duty of defend-
ing the peace. The time has arrived once 
again for the United Nations to live up 
to the purposes of its founding, to protect 
our common security. The time has arrived 
once again for free nations to face up to 
our global responsibilities and confront a 
gathering danger. 

In 1991, Iraq was given 15 days to fully 
disclose all weapons of mass destruction. 
The dictator has successfully defied that ob-
ligation for 4,199 days. The dictator has— 
and during this 11-year period of his dicta-
torship, the regime has become highly 
skilled in the techniques of deception. It 
has blocked effective inspections of so-
called Presidential sites—actually 12 square 
miles with hundreds of structures where 
sensitive materials could be hidden. The 
regime has forged documents, disabled sur-
veillance cameras, and developed mobile 
weapons facilities to keep ahead of any in-
spector. 

The Iraqi regime has frustrated the work 
of international inspectors by firing warning 
shots, by tapping their telephones, confis-
cating their documents, blocking aerial in-
spection flights, and barring access to sites 
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for hours while evidence is carried away. 
At one location, inspectors actually wit-
nessed Iraqi guards moving files, burning 
documents, and then dumping the ashes 
in a river. Aboard U.N. helicopters, Iraqi 
escorts have physically struggled with in-
spectors to keep them from approaching 
certain areas. 

For Iraq, the old weapons inspection 
process was little more than a game in 
which cheating was never punished. And 
that game is over. The ploys and promises 
of the Iraqi regime no longer matter. The 
regime is free to continue saying whatever 
it chooses. Its fate depends entirely on 
what it actually does. 

Our goal is not merely to limit Iraq’s 
violations of Security Council resolutions or 
to slow down its weapons program. Our 
goal is to fully and finally remove a real 
threat to world peace and to America. 
Hopefully, this can be done peacefully. 
Hopefully, we can do this without any mili-
tary action. Yet, if Iraq is to avoid military 
action by the international community, it 
has the obligation to prove compliance with 
all the world’s demands. It’s the obligation 
of Iraq. 

Compliance will begin with a accurate 
and full and complete accounting for all 
chemical, biological, and nuclear weapons 
materials, as well as missiles and other 
means of delivery anywhere in Iraq. Failure 
to make such an accounting would be a 
further indication of the regime’s bad faith 
and aggressive intent. Inspectors must have 
access to any site in Iraq at any time, with-
out preclearance, without delay, without ex-
ceptions. Inspectors must be permitted to 
operate under new, effective rules. And the 
Iraqi regime must accept those rules with-
out qualification or negotiation. 

To ensure that we learn the truth, the 
regime must allow witnesses to its illegal 
activities to be interviewed outside of the 
country. These witnesses must be free to 
bring their entire families with them, so 
they’re beyond the reach of Saddam 

Hussein’s terror, Saddam Hussein’s torture, 
Saddam Hussein’s murder. 

In addition to declaring and destroying 
all of its weapons of mass destruction, Iraq, 
in accordance with U.N. Security Council 
demands, must end its support for ter-
rorism. As the U.N. demands, Iraq must 
cease the persecution of its civilian popu-
lation. As the U.N. demands, Iraq must 
stop all illicit trade outside the oil-for-food 
program. Iraq must also release or account 
for all Gulf war personnel, including an 
American pilot whose fate is still unknown. 

The United States takes the resolutions 
of the Security Council seriously. We urge 
other nations to do the same. We’re work-
ing to build the broadest possible coalition 
to enforce the demands of the world on 
the Iraqi regime. I’ve told all the members 
of the United Nations, America will play 
its historic role in defeating aggressive tyr-
anny. 

I hope the good people of Iraq will re-
member our history and not pay attention 
to the hateful propaganda of their Govern-
ment. America has never sought to domi-
nate, has never sought to conquer. We’ve 
always sought to liberate and to free. Our 
desire is to help Iraqi citizens find the 
blessings of liberty within their own culture 
and their own traditions. The Iraqi people 
cannot flourish under a dictator that op-
presses them and threatens them. Gifted 
people of Iraq will flourish if and when 
oppression is lifted. 

When Iraq has a government committed 
to the freedom and well-being of its people, 
America, along with many other nations, 
will share a responsibility to help Iraq re-
form and prosper. And we will meet our 
responsibilities. That’s our pledge to the 
Iraqi people. 

Like the Members of Congress here 
today, I’ve carefully weighed the human 
cost of every option before us. If we go 
into battle, as a last resort, we will confront 
an enemy capable of irrational miscalcula-
tions, capable of terrible deeds. As the 
Commander in Chief, I know the risks to 
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our country. I’m fully responsible to the 
young men and women in uniform who 
may face these risks. Yet those risks only 
increase with time, and the costs could be 
immeasurably higher in years to come. To 
shrink from this threat would bring a false 
sense of temporary peace, leading to a fu-
ture in which millions live or die at the 
discretion of a brutal dictator. That’s not 
true peace, and we won’t accept it. 

The terrorist attacks of last year put our 
country on notice. We’re not immune from 
the dangers and hatreds of the world. In 
the events of September the 11th, we re-
solved as a nation to oppose every threat 
from any source that could bring sudden 
tragedy to the American people. This Na-
tion will not live at the mercy of any for-
eign power or plot. Confronting grave dan-

gers is the surest path to peace and secu-
rity. This is the expectation of the American 
people and the decision of their elected 
representatives. 

I thank the Congress for a thorough de-
bate and an overwhelming statement of 
support. The broad resolve of our Govern-
ment is now clear to all, clear to everyone 
to see: We will defend our Nation and lead 
others in defending the peace. 

May God bless your work. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:17 a.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq; and missing American pilot 
Lt. Comdr. Michael S. Speicher, USN. H.J. 
Res. 114, approved October 16, was assigned 
Public Law No. 107–243. 

Statement on Signing the Authorization for Use of Military Force Against 
Iraq Resolution of 2002 
October 16, 2002 

Today I have signed into law H.J. Res. 
114, a resolution ‘‘To authorize the use of 
United States Armed Forces against Iraq.’’ 
By passing H.J. Res. 114, the Congress has 
demonstrated that the United States speaks 
with one voice on the threat to inter-
national peace and security posed by Iraq. 
It has also clearly communicated to the 
international community, to the United Na-
tions Security Council, and, above all, to 
Iraq’s tyrannical regime a powerful and im-
portant message: the days of Iraq flouting 
the will of the world, brutalizing its own 
people, and terrorizing its neighbors 
must—and will—end. Iraq will either com-
ply with all U.N. resolutions, rid itself of 
weapons of mass destruction, and in its 
support for terrorists, or it will be com-
pelled to do so. I hope that Iraq will choose 
compliance and peace, and I believe pas-
sage of this resolution makes that choice 
more likely. 

The debate over this resolution in the 
Congress was in the finest traditions of 
American democracy. There is no social or 
political force greater than a free people 
united in a common and compelling objec-
tive. It is for that reason that I sought an 
additional resolution of support from the 
Congress to use force against Iraq, should 
force become necessary. While I appreciate 
receiving that support, my request for it 
did not, and my signing this resolution does 
not, constitute any change in the long-
standing positions of the executive branch 
on either the President’s constitutional au-
thority to use force to deter, prevent, or 
respond to aggression or other threats to 
U.S. interests or on the constitutionality of 
the War Powers Resolution. On the impor-
tant question of the threat posed by Iraq, 
however, the views and goals of the Con-
gress, as expressed in H.J. Res. 114 and 
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previous congressional resolutions and en-
actments, and those of the President are 
the same. 

Throughout the past months, I have had 
extensive consultations with the Congress, 
and I look forward to continuing close con-
sultation in the months ahead. In addition, 
in accordance with section 4 of H.J. Res. 
114, I intend to submit written reports to 
the Congress on matters relevant to this 
resolution every 60 days. To the extent pos-
sible, I intend to consolidate information 
in these reports with the information con-

cerning Iraq submitted to the Congress 
pursuant to previous, related resolutions. 

The United States is committed to a 
world in which the people of all nations 
can live in freedom, peace, and security. 
Enactment of H.J. Res. 114 is an important 
step on the road toward such a world. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
October 16, 2002. 

NOTE: H.J. Res. 114, approved October 16, 
was assigned Public Law No. 107–243. 

Remarks Following Discussions With Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel 
and an Exchange With Reporters 
October 16, 2002 

The President. So, here’s what’s going to 
happen. I’m going to have an opening 
statement; the Prime Minister will make 
an opening statement. I will call on a per-
son; he will call—the Press Secretary will 
call on a person. I will call another; he 
will. And that’s it, two questions a side. 

It’s my honor to welcome the Prime 
Minister of our close friend to—back to 
the White House. We’ve just had a good 
discussion about peace and security, about 
prosperity. I first want to say that I under-
stand that—what terror has done to econ-
omy. Terror has affected our economy. Ter-
ror has affected the Israeli economy, but 
we’ve got great confidence in the Israeli 
economy. We’ve got great confidence in the 
Israeli people. The greatest asset Israel has 
is the brainpower and ingenuity of her peo-
ple. And I’m convinced that the economy 
will be strong. 

I appreciate so very much the fact that 
the Prime Minister is committed to working 
with his Cabinet to move some of the Pal-
estinian money to the Palestinian people, 
that he cares about the human condition 
of the Palestinians, and that under a moni-

toring system to make sure that the money 
being sent back to the Palestinian people 
will not be used for terrorist activities, that 
he is willing to work with his Cabinet to 
do just that. I believe that’s important. 

We talked about the framework for 
peace, the idea of working toward peace, 
the idea of two states living side by side 
in peace as a part of our vision. And to 
this end, Bill Burns, Ambassador from the 
State Department, is going back to the 
Middle East to continue to work on the 
process, continue to work toward achieving 
concrete, real, objective, and measurable 
reforms, so that there’s a peaceful future 
for the region. 

So, Mr. Prime Minister, thanks for com-
ing. It’s good to welcome you. I appreciate 
you being here. 

Prime Minister Sharon. I would like to 
thank you, Mr. President, for having us 
again here. I would like to express our deep 
appreciation to your leadership facing the 
world terror. We regard terror as the most 
dangerous thing, and seeing the terror 
spread now, seeing that your leadership— 
under your leadership, the world will be 
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able to face the terror and contain terror 
and stop terror. 

We have been facing terror for over 120 
years, and we still face terror. But we be-
lieve the day will come, and I hope it will 
be soon, that we’ll be able to start peace 
negotiations. I believe that Jews and Arabs 
will be able to live together. And we, on 
one hand, are taking all the necessary steps 
against terror. And we will continue to de-
fend our citizens. In the same time, we’ll 
take all the necessary steps to move for-
ward the political process. And I believe 
the day will come, and we’ll have peace. 

We discussed—we had interesting discus-
sions here, very important. I would like to 
thank you, Mr. President, for the friendship 
and cooperation. And as far as I remember, 
as we look back towards many years now, 
I think that we never had such relations 
with any President of the United States 
as we have with you, and we never had 
such cooperation in everything as we have 
with the current administration. I would 
like to thank you for that, and we are look-
ing forward for better future for all of us. 

The President. Thank you, sir. 
Barry [Barry Schweid] of AP. 

Situation in Iraq 
Q. Mr. President, are you asking the 

Prime Minister, have you asked the Prime 
Minister not to respond if Iraq attacks? 
And Mr. Prime Minister, have you any con-
crete offers of help from the administration 
to reduce the risk of an Iraqi attack? 

The President. Well, first of all, I have 
told the Prime Minister that my hope is, 
is that we could achieve a disarmament of 
the Iraqi regime peacefully. I haven’t given 
up on the fact that we can achieve it peace-
fully. We have no plans to use our military 
until—unless we need to. I explained to 
the Prime Minister, just like I explain to 
every citizen who is interested in this, the 
military is my last choice, not my first 
choice. 

So we talked about the desire to—for 
the U.N. Security Council to be strong and 

for the nations that care about peace to 
see that Saddam is disarmed. And he’s got 
to disarm himself. That’s what we talked 
about. 

Q. If I could ask for the Prime Minister’s 
response, please. 

The President. He’s trying to do the two-
question thing. [Laughter] 

Q. Two leaders, two questions. 
The President. Wait a minute, Barry. 

He’s an old pro. 
Q. Mr. President, I would like to com-

plete my colleague’s question. If an Iraqi 
missile lands in Tel Aviv, killing tens of 
people—— 

The President. You mean an unprovoked 
attack—if tomorrow an Iraqi missile lands? 

Q. Theoretically, and it can be prac-
tically. 

The President. If Iraq were to attack 
Israel tomorrow, I’m sure there would be 
an appropriate response. 

Q. How should Israel respond? How 
should you respond—— 

The President. If Iraq attacks Israel to-
morrow, I would assume the Prime Min-
ister would respond. He’s got—he’s got a 
desire to defend himself. 

Our hope is that the Iraqi regime will 
disarm peacefully. But I can’t—maybe— 
maybe Saddam will attack tomorrow. He’s 
certainly a dangerous man. And he’s got 
to understand that the international com-
munity won’t tolerate an unprovoked attack 
on Israel or anybody else, for that matter. 
Of course, he’s done it in the past. That’s 
what I’ve explained to the American peo-
ple. He’s attacked two nations. He’s gassed 
his own people. He’s a dangerous man. 
That’s why he must be disarmed, and that’s 
why the international community must 
work to disarm him. 

Patsy [Patricia Wilson, Reuters]. 

U.N. Resolution on Iraq 
Q. Thank you, sir. It’s been more than 

a month since you said you expected the 
United Nations to act in days or weeks 
on a new Iraq resolution. How much longer 
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are you prepared to wait, and why aren’t 
you losing patience? 

The President. Because I’m a patient 
man. [Laughter] My mother and wife think 
that’s hysterical when I say that, of course. 
[Laughter] 

Let’s see, because it takes a while to 
get things done in the U.N., I guess is 
the answer. I mean, we will—I’ve made 
the commitment to go to the U.N.; I’ve 
asked the U.N. to act. We have got to 
deal with members of the Security Council. 
There are differing opinions on members 
of the Security Council. And we’ve got to 
work hard to reach a consensus, a resolu-
tion that will, on the one hand, do every-
thing it can to disarm Saddam Hussein and 
also has got the capacity for there to be 
consequences should he not disarm. And 
therefore, we’re working closely with the 
Perm Five as well as others on the Security 
Council to reach this resolution. 

I am a patient man. I think it’s impor-
tant. I made the decision to go to the U.N., 
and therefore, we’re willing to work with 
the U.N. If the U.N. can’t act, however, 
if they’re unable to act, if once again after 
11 years and 16 resolutions they cannot 
bring themselves together to disarm Sad-
dam Hussein, then we will lead a coalition 
to do just that. But in the meantime, we’re 
giving the U.N. time to listen to the argu-
ments and to, hopefully, come together 
soon to get a resolution which will achieve 
the objectives. 

Q. Mr. President—— 
The President. Yes. The Prime Minister 

is looking for a question or two. [Laughter] 
Q. If you will allow me, I will ask him 

about—— 

The President. No, I’m sorry, strict guide-
lines. We must be disciplined. 

Possible Terrorist Attacks on Israel 
Q. Mr. President, the Hezbollah is 

threatening to escalate the situation in the 
Israeli northern border, and Israel has in-
telligence information that Palestinian ter-
ror organizations are also planning to esca-
late and have more terror attacks because 
the United States might attack Iraq to dis-
arm Saddam Hussein. Is there any limita-
tions on Israel to defend itself? Did you 
ask the Prime Minister not to do certain— 
not to take certain measures if he’s attacked 
by Hezbollah or by the terror organizations, 
the Palestinian terror organizations? 

The President. We certainly want to work 
with Israel, and we’ll make it clear to 
Hezbollah, nations housing Hezbollah, 
whether in the context of Iraq or not, we 
expect there to be no attacks. This is ter-
rorist activity, and we will fight terror wher-
ever terror exists. 

I find it—the doctrine that says ‘‘if you 
harbor a terrorist’’ still exists. And we ex-
pect—again, apart from Iraq, we expect 
Hezbollah not to attack our friend. And 
so we will work with Israel and work with 
other nations, making it clear to them our 
position on harboring terrorist activities. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:24 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Assistant Secretary 
of State for Near Eastern Affairs William J. 
Burns; and President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq. 

Joint Statement Between the United States of America and Israel 
October 16, 2002 

As part of the effort to further Pales- States and the Prime Minister of Israel 
tinian reform, the President of the United agreed that the Government of Israel would 
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consider favorably the gradual return and 
scheduled transfer of all PA tax funds col-
lected by Israel on the unequivocal condi-
tion that there would be full U.S.-led moni-
toring to ensure that these funds will only 
be used for the economic and civil activities 
of the Palestinian community and to pre-

vent the use of these funds for terrorist 
activity of any kind. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment. 

Statement on Congressional Action on Election Reform Legislation 
October 16, 2002 

The right to vote is the foundation of 
our democracy. I commend the House and 
Senate for passing legislation to improve 
our election process. The legislation is con-
sistent with the principles outlined by the 
bipartisan Ford-Carter Commission that re-

spect the primacy of State and local govern-
ments and envision a limited but respon-
sible role for the Federal Government. I 
look forward to signing these important 
election reforms into law. 

Statement on Congressional Action on Defense Appropriations Legislation 
October 16, 2002 

I commend the House and Senate for 
responding to my call to pass the defense 
appropriations bill. This defense budget will 
provide our troops with the best pay, the 
best equipment, and the best possible train-
ing. It also sends an important signal that 

we are committed to defending freedom 
and defeating terror. The Congress acted 
responsibly in passing the defense appro-
priations bill first, and I look forward to 
signing it. 

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With 
Respect to Significant Narcotics Traffickers Centered in Colombia 
October 16, 2002 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 

the anniversary date. In accordance with 
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice, stating that the emergency declared 
with respect to significant narcotics traf-
fickers centered in Colombia is to continue 
in effect beyond October 21, 2002, to the 
Federal Register for publication. The most 
recent notice continuing this emergency 
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was published in the Federal Register on 
October 19, 2001 (66 Fed. Reg. 3073). 

The circumstances that led to the dec-
laration on October 21, 1995, of a national 
emergency have not been resolved. The ac-
tions of significant narcotics traffickers cen-
tered in Colombia continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security, foreign policy, and economy 
of the United States and to cause unparal-
leled violence, corruption, and harm in the 
United States and abroad. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is necessary 
to maintain economic pressure on signifi-

cant narcotics traffickers centered in Co-
lombia by blocking their property or inter-
ests in property that are in the United 
States or within the possession or control 
of United States persons and by depriving 
them of access to the United States market 
and financial system. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
October 16, 2002. 

NOTE: The notice of October 16 is listed in 
Appendix D at the end of this volume. 

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the National 
Emergency With Respect to Significant Narcotics Traffickers Centered in 
Colombia 
October 16, 2002 

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and 204(c) of the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), 
I transmit herewith a 6-month periodic re-
port that my Administration has prepared 
on the national emergency with respect to 

significant narcotics traffickers centered in 
Colombia that was declared in Executive 
Order 12978 of October 21, 1995. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
October 16, 2002. 

Remarks at a Luncheon for Gubernatorial Candidate Sonny Perdue and 
Senatorial Candidate Saxby Chambliss in Atlanta, Georgia 
October 17, 2002 

Thank you all for coming. I’m glad you 
all are here. Thanks for coming, and thanks 
for such a generous Georgia welcome. 

You know, coming down on the airplane 
today, we were visiting about the politics 
here in Georgia, and a couple of the citi-
zens from this great State told me my pic-
ture seems to be on the TV screen a lot— 
[laughter]—that a lot of people are using 
my image during the campaign. Well, I’m 

here to clarify a few things. The voters 
shouldn’t be confused. For the sake of 
Georgia, for the sake of the United States, 
Saxby Chambliss needs to be the next 
United States Senator. 

No, the voters shouldn’t be confused. 
For the sake of Georgia and for the sake 
of a great public school system, Sonny 
Perdue needs to be the next Governor of 
Georgia. 
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I appreciate you all coming. I want to 
thank you for what you’re going to do. 
First, I want to thank you for what you 
have done, which is come today. [Laughter] 
And what you need to do is go to your 
coffee shops, your places of worship, the 
community centers, and let good people of 
Georgia understand that when you find two 
good ones, two good candidates like these 
two, they’ve got to work and vote on their 
behalf. Grassroots politics is going to win 
this election. 

And there’s another secret weapon in the 
case of these two men’s campaign, that’s 
their wives. They both married well. Like 
me, they married above themselves. 
[Laughter] I’m so proud that Julianne 
Chambliss is with—standing by Saxby’s 
side. She’s a great mom. She’s going to 
be a fabulous Senate wife. And I’ve got 
to tell you, I’m real proud of Mary as well. 
Mom and grandmom—she’s going to be 
a great first lady for Georgia. 

You drew the short straw; Laura’s in Mo-
bile, Alabama. [Laughter] But she sends 
her very best. She’s doing great, by the 
way. You know, I like to remind people 
that when I married her, she was a public 
school librarian in Texas. She didn’t like 
politics. She didn’t care for politicians. 
[Laughter] Now she’s the First Lady of the 
United States and doing a magnificent job. 

I appreciate members of the congres-
sional delegation. All but one decided they 
wanted to fly on Air Force One, so I had 
coffee with them this morning. [Laughter] 
But it’s a fine group of individuals rep-
resenting Georgia in the United States 
Congress: Congressman Jack Kingston, Mac 
Collins, Johnny Isakson, Bob Barr, Nathan 
Deal, Charlie Norwood, and John Linder. 

I’m proud of that delegation, and I hope 
and I feel like the good folks around Geor-
gia will be wise to add to the delegation, 
starting with Phil Gingrey from the 11th 
Congressional District. Clay Cox is running 
for Congress. We need to get Clay in there. 
I’m real proud of the chairman of the 
Georgia Republican Party, my longtime 

friend Ralph Reed. I want to thank Ralph 
for his leadership. Alec Poitevint is the na-
tional committeeman. He also is a longtime 
friend. My friend Fred Cooper and Eric 
Tanenblatt all work hard to make sure our 
party is vibrant and alive and well, make 
sure our party not only is organized at the 
grassroots level but make sure our party 
sends out a message that all are welcomed. 
All who believe in the philosophy of per-
sonal responsibility, local control of your 
schools, limited Government, compas-
sionate Government are welcome into our 
party. All are welcome to vote for these 
good candidates who are running. We don’t 
care what party you have. We don’t care 
whether you’re a Republican, Democrat, or 
independent. What we care is, you support 
these good candidates because they’re the 
right people at the right time for the State 
of Georgia. 

Sonny knows what I’m talking about. 
Sonny knows what I’m talking about. After 
all, he used to call himself a Democrat. 
[Laughter] And that’s okay. I’m used to 
Texas politics. We had a lot of folks who 
called themselves one party label, but 
they—we all felt the same about things. 
Sonny represents Georgian values. He is 
a down-to-earth fellow. He’s a plain speak-
er. When he says something, he means it. 
He might not be the prettiest fellow to 
look at—[laughter]—but he can get the job 
done for all the people in Georgia. 

And that means having a school system 
that leaves no children behind. Sonny’s got 
a good education plan. It’s one that makes 
sense. It’s one that’s going to challenge the 
soft bigotry of low expectations. It’s going 
to set high standards. Sonny is going to 
support the teachers of Georgia. Sonny isn’t 
going to try to micromanage the process 
from centralized government. He believes 
in local control of schools. 

And Sonny is the kind of no-nonsense 
fellow who will hold people to account. You 
see, he’ll be willing to measure to deter-
mine whether or not each child is learning 
in Georgia. And when he finds children 
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trapped in schools which won’t teach and 
won’t change, he won’t be bound by special 
interests. The only interest he cares about 
is the children of the State of Georgia. 

He knows what I know: The role of Gov-
ernment is not to create wealth but an en-
vironment in which the entrepreneur or 
small-business owner can flourish. Seventy 
percent of new jobs in America are created 
by small businesses. And it seems like, if 
you’re worried about your job base, that 
you want to have somebody who’s been 
a small-business person running your gov-
ernment, somebody who’s actually done 
what a lot of others talk about. I think 
the fact that Sonny started his own business 
in the field of agriculture is one of the 
strongest reasons why the folks of Georgia 
ought to send him up to the capital. 

He also understands how important it is 
to have good roads and an efficient infra-
structure. He’s a practical man. He’s a 
down-to-earth fellow who has asked the 
questions, how do you get the job done? 
He doesn’t wait for a focus group. [Laugh-
ter] That’s not his style. That’s not how 
they raised them in south Georgia. If you’re 
worried about your infrastructure, it seems 
like to me you want somebody who’s li-
censed to fly a plane, who can drive a bus, 
or knows how to operate a truck. And that 
man is Sonny Perdue. And I’m proud to 
be here. I’m proud to say as loud and clear 
as I can, I’m for Sonny Perdue because 
he’ll make a great Governor. 

And there’s no doubt in my mind you’ve 
got to make sure that Saxby Chambliss is 
your United States Senator. Saxby is a lead-
er. He’s a leader. He can make things hap-
pen. I’ve watched him—I’ve watched him 
closely. 

I worked with him on the education bill, 
a fine piece of education reform. He brings 
a deep compassion for education. He and 
I understand the role of the Federal Gov-
ernment is limited, but the role of the Fed-
eral Government must be active. It says 
this: When we spend Federal money, we 
expect there to be good results. If you be-

lieve every child can learn, like we do, if 
you want to challenge the soft bigotry of 
low expectations, that finally we’ve begun 
to ask the question, what’s happening? 
With all that money we’re spending, what’s 
happening? Why don’t you show us wheth-
er or not our children can read and write 
and add and subtract? Why don’t you show 
us whether or not our children have got 
a bright future? And if so, I promise you, 
we’ll praise the teachers. But if not, we 
expect a return on behalf of the taxpayers’ 
dollars. This piece of reform was substantial 
reform. And Saxby Chambliss was one of 
the leaders in the House of Representatives 
to make sure this bill got passed. 

He understands what I know: Medicine 
has changed, but Medicare hasn’t. Medi-
cine is modern; Medicare is old and needs 
to be reformed. Saxby Chambliss is one 
of the leaders in the United States Con-
gress to make sure that Medicare changes 
with medicine and that seniors have got 
prescription drug benefits. 

I’m for Saxby because he will help me 
make sure that the judges I nominate get 
a fair hearing and get confirmed. My job 
is to put good, honorable, hard-working, in-
telligent, capable people on the Federal 
bench, people who will not use the bench 
to serve as a legislator but people who will 
sit on the bench to strictly interpret the 
United States Constitution. 

And the record of this Senate is a lousy 
record. If you look at the record, the per-
centage of my nominees who have been 
approved, and look at the reason why they 
haven’t, you’ll find that they’re playing too 
much politics in Washington, DC. They’re 
slow playing the process. And when some 
of my really good nominees got a hearing, 
they distorted their records. They listened 
to the small groups of special interests in 
Washington, DC. For the sake of a good, 
sound Federal judiciary, I need a United 
States Senator who will stand strong for 
my nominees, and that is Saxby Chambliss. 

We’ve got some challenges ahead of us. 
No question one of the challenges is to 
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make sure people can find work in Amer-
ica, that we can build on the foundation 
of economic growth. I’m optimistic about 
our economy’s future because I know when 
interest rates are low and inflation is low 
and the productivity of our great workforce 
is high, we can grow our economy. I be-
lieve strongly that the future is a bright 
future. But we’ve got a lot of work to do. 
Together, we’ve got a lot of work to do. 

And there are some clear-cut things that 
the Congress can do. And one of them 
is to understand the significance of tax re-
lief when it comes to economic vitality. 
Saxby and I read the page out of this eco-
nomic textbook that says if you let a person 
keep more of their own money, they’re 
likely to demand a good or a service. And 
when somebody demands a good or a serv-
ice in the marketplace, somebody is likely 
to produce the good or a service. And when 
somebody produces that good or a service, 
somebody is more likely to be able to find 
work. 

And so we passed tax relief. Some people 
were enthusiastic about it. Some weren’t 
quite so sure. And we got it passed. But 
the reason the issue is still alive is because 
there’s a quirk in the Senate rules. This 
is a tough one for me to explain to you. 
It’s like the Senate giveth, and the Senate 
taketh away. [Laughter] You see, after 10 
years, the tax relief plan reverts back to 
where it was when we started relieving the 
taxes. So that creates uncertainty. It’s hard, 
if you’re a small-business person, to plan 
with uncertainty. It’s hard for an economy 
to be steady if there’s an uncertain Tax 
Code. 

One of the big issues in this campaign 
is, who understands what I’ve just de-
scribed, and who’s willing to join the Presi-
dent in making sure the tax relief plan is 
permanent? And that person is Saxby 
Chambliss. 

No, I will continue to work on our econ-
omy, helping to make sure our workers can 
find work. There’s a lot of things we can 
do. We need an energy bill. We need a 

terrorism insurance bill. We need to make 
sure Congress doesn’t overspend. Listen, 
every idea sounds like a genius idea in 
Washington. [Laughter] The problem is, 
they all cost billions. I’ve got to make sure 
I’ve got Members of the House and Mem-
bers of the Senate who understand we need 
to set priorities and make sure we don’t 
overspend. For the sake of economic vital-
ity, there needs to be fiscal restraint and 
fiscal sanity, which means you better have 
a United States Senator who understands 
that when we’re spending money in Wash-
ington, we’re not spending the Govern-
ment’s money; we’re spending the people’s 
money. 

Economic issue is a big issue. There’s 
no bigger issue, however, than protecting 
the homeland. I say that because there’s 
an enemy that still lurks out there, a enemy 
which hates America. And they hate us be-
cause of what we love. They hate us be-
cause we love freedom. They hate us be-
cause we hold dear and deeply love the 
idea that anybody can worship an almighty 
God any way he or she sees fit. They hate 
the idea of a free press, free political dis-
course. That’s what they hate. And so long 
as we love our freedoms, they will try to 
harm our country. 

We’ve got a new task ahead for America, 
and that is to do everything we can to 
protect the American people. It used to 
be that oceans could protect us. We used 
to be able to sit back here in America 
and feel safe and confident, because there’s 
two vast oceans to protect us from potential 
enemies. But that has changed after Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001. And that’s why it’s 
essential for our country not only to deal 
with the threats we see today but to deal 
with threats we may see in the immediate 
tomorrow. That’s why I called upon the 
United Nations and our United States Con-
gress to deal with Iraq before it becomes 
a—before we get hurt. Oceans no longer 
protect us. The threat is real. The threat’s 
alive. 
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I want to thank Saxby and other Mem-
bers of the United States Congress for join-
ing me in passing a strong resolution so 
that the United States speaks with one 
voice. It’s now up for Mr. Saddam Hussein 
to do what he said he would do, to disarm. 
It’s now up for the free nations of the 
world to show some courage and backbone 
and disarm him. 

There are real threats that we face, and 
therefore, our most important job is to do 
everything we can to protect the homeland. 
A lot of people are working hard to do 
just that; they really are. We’ve got a lot 
of good agents at the CIA and FBI, and 
State police and local police, first-respond-
ers, all of them working hard to do every-
thing we can to protect the American peo-
ple. When we get a hint, any bit of evi-
dence, we’re moving; we’re disrupting; 
we’re denying. We’re aware of the threat. 
And so we’re on—we’re on full game all 
the time. That’s our job. We take it seri-
ously. 

But I need the tools necessary to do 
the job better. And that’s why I went to 
the United States Congress to work with 
me to develop a Office of Homeland Secu-
rity, so that we could better coordinate 
amongst the many agencies involved with 
securing the homeland, so we could set 
clear priorities amongst the agencies in-
volved with protecting the homeland, so if 
need be, we could change cultures, so that 
some point in time I’m more able to say 
and future Presidents are more able to say, 
‘‘We’re doing everything in our power at 
the Federal level to protect America.’’ It’s 
our most important and solemn duty. 

I laid the initiative out, and thanks to 
the strong leadership of Saxby—he under-
stands this issue really well—thanks to his 
leadership amongst—with others in the 
House of Representatives, the House re-
sponded quickly and passed a significant 
piece of legislation, an historic piece of leg-
islation. 

The Senate hadn’t acted yet, because in 
order to pass the Department of Homeland 

Security, there’s got to be a price for it. 
And that price will be to roll back impor-
tant authority that every President since 
John F. Kennedy has had to act in the 
interests of national security. For 40 years, 
Presidents have had the ability to suspend 
labor rules in every Department in the 
Federal Government when our national se-
curity is at stake. Now the Senate leader-
ship wants to roll back that authority in 
a time of war for one Department, whose 
job it is—will be to protect the American 
people during that war. 

If the Senate had its way, I would have 
the authority to suspend the work rules in 
the Department of Agriculture but not in 
the office of homeland security. The Senate 
Democrat leaders want to tie the hands 
of this Department as we determine who 
to hire, who to fire, and whether or not 
people can be moved. Any President must 
have the capacity to put the right people 
at the right time at the right place, in order 
to respond to threats to our homeland. 

The Senate debate revolves around 
whether or not there ought to be a thick 
book of rules micromanaging the process. 
I’ll give you an example. Right after Sep-
tember the 11th, the Customs Service 
wanted to quickly assign its best, most 
qualified inspectors to the northern border. 
The union leaders objected. They said we 
had to bargain over these assignments; we 
had to take time to hash it out, rather than 
moving our best to where we thought we 
needed to move them immediately. 

Now, I’m not going to accept a bill which 
will tie the hands of this President and 
future Presidents to be able to carry out 
one of our most solemn duties, which is 
to protect the homeland. There’s no ques-
tion in my mind, if Saxby Chambliss were 
in the Senate, I would not have to worry 
about his leadership or his vote on this 
important matter. 

The best way to secure the homeland, 
however, is to hunt the killers down, one 
person at a time, which is exactly what 
the United States of America is going to 
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do. The war on terror is a different kind 
of war. The old World War II vets who 
are here—and I want to thank you for your 
service—will remember the days when we 
could measure progress based upon tanks 
destroyed or battleships sunk or aircraft 
shot down. This is a different kind of war. 
We’re fighting coldblooded killers who hide 
in caves and send youngsters to their suici-
dal deaths. And they’re willing to kill inno-
cent people anywhere. 

See, there’s a huge difference between 
us and them. We value life. We say every-
body counts; everybody is precious. They’ve 
hijacked a great religion and are willing 
to murder in the name of that religion. 
And that’s the way they are. And there’s 
only one way to deal with it. Therapy isn’t 
going to work. And that’s to find them— 
that’s to find them. That’s why this coalition 
of freedom-loving nations is incredibly im-
portant. That’s why it’s absolutely essential 
that we continue to remind people, either 
you’re with us, or you’re with the enemy. 
That’s why it’s essential that we continue 
to make sure that when we say something, 
we mean it, and the world knows we mean 
it. 

Next week, I’m going to be signing a 
defense appropriations bill. I want to thank 
the Members of Congress. I want to thank 
Saxby and others for getting this bill to 
my desk before they go home. It’s impor-
tant for us to send a message that we’re 
going to make sure our troops have got 
the best pay, the best equipment, the best 
possible training. Anytime we put some-
body in harm’s way, we owe it to them 
and we owe it to their loved ones to sup-
port them. And that’s exactly what this de-
fense bill does. 

And the second message we’re going to 
send when I sign that bill is to friend and 
foe alike: It doesn’t matter how long it 
takes: we’re staying the course. When it 
comes to the defense of our freedom, there 
is no timetable; there is no calendar. When 
it comes to making sure our children can 
grow up in a free society, in a free country, 

this great land will do whatever it takes 
to secure our freedoms. 

No, we’re making progress. We’re haul-
ing them in one at a time. We’ve got over 
a couple thousand of them, and maybe that 
like number wasn’t quite so lucky. Some-
times you’ll see us making progress, and 
sometimes you won’t. Sometimes those 
people who chatter on the cables will be 
talking about it; sometimes you’re just not 
going to hear. It’s a manhunt, one at a 
time. And at the same time, we’re going 
to deny them sanctuary. If we find them 
lighting somewhere, we’re going to ask the 
host country to move them on. Either 
you’re with us, or you’re with them. 

We’re making good progress. I’m work-
ing hard to make sure America is a stronger 
place and a safer place, but we’ve all got 
to work together to make sure America is 
a better place too. And there’s some things 
Government can do: Make sure every child 
is educated; make sure our health care sys-
tems work; make sure people are treated 
with respect and dignity; to make sure we 
change the tone in our National Capital 
and our State capital—get rid of all this 
needless politics, bring people together, 
achieve big objectives. 

But a lot of what is going to make Amer-
ica continue to be the greatest country in 
the world depends upon you. If you want 
to fight evil, love your neighbor just like 
you’d like to be loved yourself. If you’re 
interested in doing some good, if you’re 
interested in joining me and Sonny and 
Saxby in making sure that those pockets 
of despair and loneliness and hopelessness 
get eradicated, the surest way to do so is 
to put your arm around somebody in need 
and say, ‘‘I love you. I love you.’’ 

Government can hand out money, but 
Government cannot put hope in people’s 
hearts or a sense of purpose in people’s 
lives. That’s why I’m such a strong believer 
in the Faith-Based Initiative, an initiative 
which will empower people of all faiths in 
America to do what they’ve been called 
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to do, to help a neighbor in need, to love 
somebody. 

See, it doesn’t take much to help change 
America; it really doesn’t. Helping some-
body who’s hungry, mentoring a child, 
going to a shut-in’s house and saying, 
‘‘What can I do to help,’’ running a Boy 
Scout or Girl Scout troop—it all adds up. 
It’s those millions of acts of kindness and 
generosity that take place on a daily basis 
in America which truly defines the hopeful-
ness of our country. 

See, the enemy hit us. They didn’t know 
who they were hitting. Oh, they probably 
thought we’d file a lawsuit or two. [Laugh-
ter] But instead, they hit a country which 
is strong and tough, a country, by remain-
ing strong and tough and always remembers 
what we love, and that is freedom, that 
we can achieve peace. 

I believe America will lead the world 
to peace. And at the same time, here at 
home we can make sure, by following our 
hearts, by being the compassionate country 

we are, to make sure this American experi-
ence shines brightly for every single citizen 
who lives in our country. 

No, they hit us. But out of the evil is 
going to come some incredible good, be-
cause this is the greatest nation, full of 
the finest people on the face of the Earth. 
May God bless you, and may God bless 
America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. at 
the Atlanta Marriott Marquis Hotel. In his 
remarks, he referred to Julianne Chambliss, 
wife of Representative Chambliss; Mary 
Perdue, wife of candidate Sonny Perdue; 
Clay Cox, candidate for Georgia’s 13th Con-
gressional District; Alec Poitevint, national 
committeeman, and Fred Cooper, former 
chairman, Georgia Republican Party; Eric J. 
Tanenblatt, former Georgia State chairman 
for the George W. Bush Presidential cam-
paign; and President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq. 

Remarks at Read-Pattillo Elementary School in New Smyrna Beach, 
Florida 
October 17, 2002 

Thank you all for coming today. I’m— 
okay, read more than you watch TV. 
[Laughter] 

I want to thank everybody for being 
here. I’ve spent a lot of my time talking 
about how to make sure America is a se-
cure and safe country. It’s on my mind 
because so long as we embrace freedom, 
there are, unfortunately, some people that 
want to hurt us. As long as we continue 
to hold dear to our heart the notion that 
free people should be able to worship the 
Almighty God any way they see fit, free 
people should be able to speak their mind, 
free people ought to be—or free people 
should be able to have a free press—all 
those aspects of freedom which we hold 

dear and will never relinquish are the rea-
sons why we have to worry about the safety 
of the American people. 

And since we’re never going to relent 
when it comes to our freedom, and since 
we have a responsibility to defend that 
which we hold dear for not only ourselves 
but for our children, we’ll be dealing with 
this for a while. But make no mistake about 
it, we will prevail. 

And as we worry about our safety, 
though, it’s very important for us to always 
remember that we’ve got to work to make 
America a better place, not only a safer 
place and a stronger place but a better 
place. And the perfect place to make Amer-
ica a better place is in our classrooms all 
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across the country. And so today I’m here 
to talk about the importance of making sure 
that every single child in America gets a 
quality education, to remind our country 
that reading is the key to all learning, that 
we believe that every child can learn to 
read, not just a few, not just those who 
might be in the—kind of the super dis-
tricts, but every single child. Children 
whose parents may not speak English as 
a first language can learn to read. People 
who may come from the toughest of all 
circumstances, they can read. Everybody 
can read. 

It is the great passion of many in our 
country, starting right here at Read-Pattillo. 
And that’s why I’m here at this school. 
I’m here to praise the determination of its 
principal and the teachers and the parents 
to make sure not one child who goes to 
this school is left behind, that every child 
can learn. 

The passion and vision I just described 
is shared by your Governor. I know. I know 
him well. [Laughter] I know his heart. I 
know his strength of conviction. I know 
his vision, and it’s clear. It’s a clear vision 
to a better day. So I’m honored to be with 
Jeb. 

I appreciate John Mica, the Congress-
man, for coming today. I just had a very 
interesting meeting with some of your com-
munity leaders and people involved with 
reading and how to make it work. One 
such person was Bill Hall, who is the super-
intendent of the Volusia County schools, 
and I want to thank Bill. [Applause] I know 
enough about schools to know that when 
they clap for the superintendent, that’s a 
good sign, Bill. [Laughter] 

I also know from my days as Governor 
and as a parent that a school is really only 
as good as the principal. If you have a 
great principal, you’ll have the beginnings 
of a great school. Obviously, it takes more 
than a single soul to make sure that excel-
lence is available for every child. But a 
great school starts with a principal who is 
dedicated, clear of vision, who sets high 

expectations, and of course, that principal 
is Marilyn Travis, right here at this school. 

Judy Andersen is the head of the Volusia 
County School Board. She was here—they 
had a—they call it a roundtable. It was 
actually square—[laughter]—a square 
roundtable discussion. But I thank Judy for 
coming. 

I told her, I thought being on the school 
board was one of the—if not the, one of 
the toughest jobs in America. I know the 
rest of the school board members are here 
as well. I want to thank you for under-
standing that your job is to set high stand-
ards, make sure you’re wise with the tax-
payers’ money, and then hire the best and 
unleash them to achieve excellence for 
every child. So thank you very much, Judy 
and the school board, for coming. 

I do want to thank the square-table par-
ticipants—[laughter]—Joe Torgesen, who is 
a professor of education at Florida State. 
I wish he could talk to you about the fact 
that reading is not an art but a science, 
that we’re learning what works, and it’s the 
application of what works that’s incredibly 
important to make sure that every single 
child learns to read. 

Then we had professors that were teach-
ing teachers to teach, and we had teachers 
that were teaching teachers to teach, and 
we had kindergarten teachers that were 
teaching kids to read, and it was a very 
exciting meeting for me and Jeb. So I want 
to thank you all for coming. 

I know we’ve got some elected officials 
here. I see the speaker of the house, 
Speaker Feeney, is here. I appreciate you 
being here, Speaker. I know other mem-
bers of the legislature, both Republican and 
Democrat, are here. I appreciate Jim 
Vandergrifft, the mayor of New Smyrna 
Beach. [Applause] That’s a good sign, too, 
Mr. Mayor. Members of your city council 
are here, and thank you all for coming. 

The challenges, obviously, vary from dis-
trict to district, and each school district has 
got a different problem—different prob-
lems in Texas than you have in Florida. 
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When you get in our State or a State like 
Florida, the problems vary from district to 
district. But there are some effective 
schools that adhere to the same principles, 
and I want to share some of those with 
you right quick. 

First, there is a culture of excellence. 
A successful school has a culture of excel-
lence. The way I like to phrase it is, a 
successful school is full of people who are 
willing to challenge the soft bigotry of low 
expectations, that people understand that 
if you set low standards, we’re going to 
get lousy results, that if you believe that 
there are certain children who can’t learn, 
then certain children won’t learn. 

And so an excellent school like this one 
where we are has got the highest of high 
standards, that people throughout the 
whole school believe that excellence is pos-
sible, because they believe every child can 
learn. 

A good school has got a good principal, 
as I just mentioned. The principal is the 
person that sets the tone, sets the pace, 
clarifies the vision. A good school is a 
school that’s got teachers who are not only 
committed to the noble profession of teach-
ing—and it is a noble profession—but also 
committed with the knowledge that every 
child can learn; teachers who work hard 
and recognize that if there is needed in-
struction, they’re more than willing to learn 
the latest, that they’re not satisfied with 
the status quo, that they’re constantly work-
ing hard to make sure that the vision of 
every child learning is achieved. 

Obviously, a good school is a school 
where parents understand that good edu-
cation begins at home, where parents have 
got a deep appreciation of the opportunity 
and are supportive of the schools. If they 
find failure, of course, they’re willing to 
blow the whistle on failure, but they’re also 
to work to achieve excellence. They’re posi-
tive influences, not only at the home but 
also at the school. 

I wasn’t kidding when I said our kids 
ought to be reading more than they watch 

TV. To me, that’s a parental responsibility, 
to encourage their children to practice, to 
encourage their children to read. There’s 
nothing wrong with watching a TV show 
occasionally. But practicing reading is in-
credibly important to become a skilled stu-
dent. So listen to your mothers. [Laughter] 
Governor Bush has listened to his. [Laugh-
ter] 

A good school has a curriculum that em-
phasizes the basics and is based upon sound 
science. In other words, a good school is 
a school that has adopted a curriculum 
which works. There’s a lot of talk about 
curriculum, the reading curriculum. We’ve 
had a great debate about which curriculum 
to use when it comes to reading programs, 
and you know it as well as I do: There’s 
a big, deep, ideological divide. 

One of the things I tried to do as the 
Governor of Texas—I know your Governor 
has called upon those who have actually 
studied it, who know that the fact that 
reading is a science, that have been able 
to work with districts to develop a cur-
riculum that is proven. It doesn’t sound 
good or feel good; it works. And that’s the 
crucial thing to make sure that every child 
learns to read. 

A good school is willing to determine 
whether or not each child is, in fact, learn-
ing to read by measuring. A good school 
is one that says, ‘‘I want to know whether 
or not standards are being met.’’ 

See, if you believe every child can learn 
to read, then it’s logical to ask the question, 
you know, are the children succeeding? It’s 
logical, and you want to know that. You 
want to know that to determine whether 
or not your dreams are being met. You 
want to know that to determine whether 
or not the curriculum is working. You want 
to know that to determine which children 
need additional help. 

One of the key components to successful 
schools is the willingness of people to use 
an accountability system to reinforce the 
positive and to address failure before it be-
comes acute, and that’s essential. By all of 
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these standards, this school we’re standing 
in is a highly effective, successful school. 
It is a school which innovates. It uses com-
puter programs to stimulate the students’ 
imagination. It teaches phonics and gram-
mar, the basics. It starts with the basics. 
It gives students incentives. 

There’s an incentive program in this 
school. The more you read, the more points 
you earn. The more difficult the reading 
assignment, the more points you earn there 
as well. It recognizes and rewards personal 
achievement, based upon actual books read. 
It helps develop writing schools. It’s caught 
my imagination. I told the Governor, I wish 
they had done this in Sam Houston Ele-
mentary School in Midland, Texas. They’ve 
got an innovative program called baseball 
writing. It encourages kids to learn how 
to write by using baseball as the go-by. 
And there’s a base-by-base approach to 
writing essays and papers, all aimed at mak-
ing sure by the fifth grade the student is 
becoming a more sophisticated writing— 
writer. 

It’s an incredibly important part. Writing 
and reading go hand in hand. Writing is 
sometimes a lost art, and this school fo-
cuses on writing by using an innovative way 
to encourage young writers to get to be 
better writers. 

They use tests here to determine what 
students are in danger of falling behind. 
No child should be left behind. And they 
use a test to make sure. 

And the important thing is—and other 
school districts can use this model, and 
other schools around the country should 
use this model—they use the accountability 
system as a way to determine who needs 
extra help after school. And that’s incred-
ibly important. It’s intensive focus so that 
every child continues to move forward. 

They encourage students to take their 
books home. They give parents tips on how 
to be teachers themselves. The instruction 
follows the child into the home. Some par-
ents need a little help on how to be a 
better parent when it comes to what’s tak-

ing place in the school. And so the results 
are clear. 

The Read-Pattillo Elementary School is 
proving that scientifically based reading in-
struction works and gets results. 

You know, there’s kind of an attitude 
in some places that certain kids just can’t 
get there, the so-called economically dis-
advantaged just can’t achieve. This school 
flies right in the face of that stereotype. 
The kids here are what they call economi-
cally disadvantaged, more than half are. 
And yet when you look at the third grade 
and the fourth grade and the fifth graders, 
they all score above district and State aver-
ages. 

This school increased its rating from a 
C in 1998 on the Florida testing to an 
A. And that’s important for parents to 
know. And that’s an important fact for 
teachers to know and your principal to 
know. It’s a fact—important fact for the 
school board members to know. It’s an im-
portant fact for the community to know. 
It must make you feel proud to know 
you’ve got a school which has defied the 
so-called odds, and now you’re A. It’s im-
portant to know you’ve got an A in your 
midst. 

It’s also important to know whether your 
school is not an A. It gives you a chance 
to ask the question, ‘‘Wait a minute. 
There’s one school in Volusia County I 
know is an A. How come ours isn’t an 
A?’’ It’s important to be in a position where 
you’re able to say, ‘‘It matters how we rank, 
because no child should be left behind.’’ 

There’s obviously—I’m a big advocate of 
local control of schools. I love the idea 
of a principal feeling confident in the struc-
ture to be able to try different things. I 
really like the idea of a superintendent— 
of giving them power to create change and 
innovation at the school level. I think that’s 
really important. I think your—this charter 
district, for example, is a really interesting 
innovation that was started at the State 
level. Freedom was granted. So I’m a big 
believer in local control of schools. 
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But I want you to know that there is 
a role for the Federal Government. The 
Federal Government has a responsibility as 
well as the State government to move for-
ward with educational excellence. The No 
Child Left Behind Act was a combination— 
it’s interesting—change of attitude in Wash-
ington, and that is, we substantially in-
creased money available for States, particu-
larly Title I children as well as this new 
reading program, which I’m going to de-
scribe. 

The Federal Government is providing 
$50 billion now. It’s an increase of more 
than 18 percent between ’01 and today. 
The Florida schools, for example, received 
$2 billion from the Federal Government. 
We’ve increased—we’ve asked for $175 
million increase for next year for the Flor-
ida schools alone. 

But the reason—the change is—and it’s 
one thing to focus on education funding, 
and that’s important—but the change is, 
for the first time, we’ve asked, in return 
for money, why don’t you show us whether 
or not you’re succeeding. For the first time 
we said, ‘‘Here’s an increase in funding 
now, and it’s up to you to spend it, and 
we’ll try to give you more flexibility. We 
want the Governors to have more flexibility. 
We want the school districts to have more 
flexibility. But in return we expect you to 
set high standards and produce measurable, 
positive results. In return for the increase 
of funding, we expect more return on the 
money.’’ After all, it’s your money to begin 
with. 

And so part of that—part of that insist-
ence is a—kind of the kernel of the reform 
is an accountability system. We expect each 
State to design accountability system to 
measure. And you’ve done that in Florida. 
And you’ve done a really good job of that. 
And frankly—I’m used to the testing de-
bate. I’ve heard, ‘‘You test too much.’’ They 
say, ‘‘You’re teaching the test.’’ If you teach 
a child to read, you’re teaching a child a 
skill, not teaching the test. And the child 
will then be able to pass the test. 

You should allow no excuse, and nobody 
should allow an excuse, in my judgment, 
across America, to undermine account-
ability. It does the children a disservice to 
undermine the accountability system. Oth-
erwise, you just shuffle kids through, and 
that’s unacceptable in America. 

There must be an accountability system 
that has consequences. Otherwise, we’re 
going to have the old system where we 
just say, ‘‘Well, maybe they’ll learn to read.’’ 
And then we find out when they get out 
of high school they can’t read, and we real-
ize we have failed in our obligations. 

No, accountability is a crucial part of 
educational excellence and educational re-
form. And it’s very important that all States 
take seriously what we insist upon, and that 
is, in return for money, we expect you to 
do what’s right by each single child that 
lives in your State. We’re committed to in-
vesting in scientific approaches on reading, 
because we understand—all of us should 
understand that if a child can’t read, it 
doesn’t matter. 

My friend Phyllis Hunter from Houston, 
Texas, she said when I was there, she said, 
‘‘Governor, you’ve got to understand. Your 
reading initiative is basically saying that you 
understand reading is the new civil right. 
If you want every child to realize the Amer-
ican Dream and experience the greatness 
of this country, then we’ve got to teach 
every child to read, and it starts with read-
ing.’’ 

And that’s why one of the cornerstones 
of the—of this bill we passed in Wash-
ington, DC—by the way, a bill supported 
by both Republicans and Democrats. I told 
them earlier, I said, ‘‘We’re finally begin-
ning to get some things right in Wash-
ington, where teaching every child to read 
is a heck of a lot more important than 
promoting any political parties.’’ 

And so we’ve got this focus on reading, 
because we understand that when each 
child learns to read, this is going to be 
a much more hopeful society. One of the 
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things we’ve done is, we’ve granted—start-
ed granting money to States. Florida was 
one of the first States to qualify for the 
Reading First grant, $46 million, because 
you’ve got a Governor who understands and 
a legislature who understands, you’ve got 
principals and teachers who understand. 

The money is being used to train teach-
ers. Teacher training is absolutely essential 
to making sure that a reading—national 
reading initiative works. Teachers need the 
skills necessary to implement what their 
heart tells them to do. Their heart says, 
‘‘We want to teach every child to read.’’ 
They need, if need be—now, many teach-
ers don’t need to be retrained, but the idea 
of teaching teachers on a curriculum which 
works is an incredibly important part of 
having a successful program. 

There’s nothing more frustrating, it 
seems like to me, to have a teacher anx-
ious—so anxious to go into a classroom and 
impart knowledge, but yet not have the 
latest—the latest science on reading, the 
latest skills necessary. And so, one of the 
key components of a Reading First Initia-
tive in any State is going to be to take 
the money and apply it to teacher training. 
And it’s going to work; you mark my words. 

With this national focus, with account-
ability standards in place, with the under-
standing of how to teach children how to 
read—a much better understanding today 
than we’ve really ever had before—and the 
desire at all levels of government to make 
sure the most important person involved 
in teaching a child—the teacher—has the 
skills necessary, we’re going to achieve an 
objective that a lot of people didn’t think 
we could achieve. Our kids are going to 
learn to read. 

We’re going to be the best readers in 
the world. And when our kids learn to read, 
you watch what happens. There are going 
to be great scientists coming out of our 
schools, great mathematicians. All things, 
all excellence in education starts with mak-
ing sure every single child, no matter where 
he or she lives, can read. And that’s what’s 

going to happen in the United States of 
America. 

I mentioned that one of the things we’ll 
stay focused on, and should, is making sure 
America is a better place. And there’s ways 
Government can help. But one of the ways 
to make sure America is a—constantly a 
better place, is to encourage, empower the 
true strength of the country, which are our 
citizens. The strengths of America are the 
citizens of America, the hearts and souls 
of our fellow countrymen. 

The reason I bring that up is, we’ve got 
an extraordinary person that met me at the 
airport today, Fannie Cleland. She tried to 
convince me she was 91 years old. [Laugh-
ter] I didn’t believe it. 

See, Fannie understands what I know, 
that we can change America one heart, one 
person at a time, and that, while one per-
son can’t do everything to help people in 
need or to put a light where there’s dark-
ness, one person can do something. One 
person can help be—to change one child’s 
life. In her case, she’s changed many chil-
dren’s lives, because she is a tutor, a men-
tor. She knows that one way to fight some 
of the evil done to America is to do some 
good, to love a neighbor just like you’d 
like to be loved yourself, to have the will-
ingness to put your arm around a child 
and say, ‘‘Hey, I want to help you. I want 
to help you learn to read.’’ 

My call to America and Americans is, 
use the example of this fine lady, that if 
you care deeply about the future of your 
country, support your schools, support your 
teachers. But also, when you find somebody 
who hurts, somebody who is in need, some-
body who needs food or shelter, or just 
somebody who needs love, be that person 
who is willing to give that love. 

There’s nothing this country can’t 
achieve. We’re going to achieve peace and 
have a peaceful world. We can also make 
sure the great hope of America shines 
brightly in every corner of this country. 

Listen, thanks for giving me a chance 
to come by. May God bless you all. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 3:27 p.m. In Tom Feeney; and Phyllis Hunter, consultant, 
his remarks, he referred to Gov. Jeb Bush Texas Reading Initiative. 
of Florida; Florida Speaker of the House 

Satellite Remarks to the United States Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
October 17, 2002 

Thank you all. I appreciate those kind 
remarks, Rosario. You’re a gran amiga. 
Buenos dias. I wish I could be with you 
in person today as the U.S. Hispanic Cham-
ber of Commerce salutes Hispanic busi-
nesswomen. 

The USHCC is one of this country’s 
great business organizations. America’s 
more than 1.2 million Hispanic-owned busi-
nesses are transforming our economy and 
transforming our country. I’m particularly 
glad that the USHCC is paying tribute to 
Hispanic businesswomen. After all, the His-
panic businesswomen are emerging leaders 
of the American economy. Their success 
is creating jobs, building communities, and 
making our Nation more open and more 
inclusive. I am grateful and America is 
grateful for the accomplishments of these 
Hispanic businesswomen. 

I appreciate so very much the chair of 
the board of directors of the U.S. Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce. I appreciate so 
very much the president and CEO. I’m 
honored that you all would invite me. I 
want you to know that I’m a strong believer 
in small business because I know that small 
businesses are the pathway to advancement 
and success for many Americans, especially 
women and new arrivals to our country and 
to minorities. I believe in small business 
because I know that two-thirds of all new 
jobs created in America every year come 
from small businesses. More than one mil-
lion small businesses are owned by His-
panic Americans. And women-owned small 
businesses are growing twice as fast as all 
other United States firms. And this is good 
news for America. 

Small businesses are a great equalizer. 
The only connections you really need to 
succeed are happy customers. The only cre-
dentials you really need are good products. 
The only values you need are a willingness 
to work hard and take risks. 

Running a business also brings many per-
sonal rewards. You enjoy the freedom and 
pride that comes from being your own 
boss. You achieve success based upon your 
own abilities. You’re helping others achieve 
success by providing them with jobs. 

Workers and entrepreneurs create the 
wealth of America, not Government. Yet, 
Government does have a responsibility to 
create an environment where small busi-
nesses can grow and prosper. Small busi-
nesses grow when taxes are low, when taxes 
are low for workers and when taxes are 
low for entrepreneurs. Low taxes mean 
more money in the pockets of the people 
who are building America. 

Small businesses grow when the Govern-
ment considers the impact of its regula-
tions, the impact those regulations will have 
particularly on small employers. We must 
avoid burdening our entrepreneurs with un-
necessary rules and procedures. Small busi-
nesses grow when the Government’s con-
tracting policies encourage competition and 
don’t unfairly favor large businesses at the 
expense of smaller firms. 

And small businesses grow when entre-
preneurs can build their businesses without 
the fear of falling prey to frivolous lawsuits, 
all designed to make trial lawyers even 
wealthier. 

Our Nation has a responsibility to create 
an environment where the talents of men 

1831 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00680 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.015 193761

Oct. 17 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

and women of every origin and background 
are recognized and rewarded. 

Rosario mentioned my appointments to 
my Government. I am proud to serve 
many, many exceptional Hispanic Ameri-
cans. One of my jobs is to put the best 
people in the right jobs in every branch 
of Government. I’ve done so in the execu-
tive branch, and I’ll do so in the judiciary 
branch as well. Right now the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee is now considering a 
friend of mine, a guy named Mike—Miguel 
Estrada. He’s my nominee for the DC Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals. If confirmed, he’ll 
be the first Hispanic ever to serve on this 
important court. 

No one can deny that he’s well-qualified. 
No one can deny he’s a great lawyer and 
that he’s highly skilled. Yet unfortunately, 
there are Senators who play politics with 
Miguel Estrada’s nomination. There are 
Senators searching for any reason to defeat 
him. 

I call upon the Senate leadership to treat 
Miguel Estrada with dignity and respect 
and to bring his nomination up for the full 
Senate to confirm him before they adjourn. 
He’s an American success story. He’s an 

inspiration to many Americans, and he’ll 
be an outstanding judge. 

And so I appreciate all of you all who 
are there today. I appreciate so very much 
Elizabeth and George and the many of you 
there today to bear witness to the great 
opportunities found in this country, oppor-
tunities borne of freedom and equality. 
These values make us strong, and we will 
defend them, no matter how long it takes. 

Gracias por su dedicacion a la excelencia. 
Gracias por demostrar que el sueno 
Americano es posible para todos los que 
lo desean en su corazon. Y aprecio su amor 
por esta gran nacion. 

Y Dios los bendiga a todos, y que Dios 
los bendiga a Los Estados Unidos. 

NOTE: The President spoke by satellite at 
4:19 p.m. from Read-Pattillo Elementary 
School in New Smyrna Beach, FL, to the 
meeting in Los Angeles, CA. In his remarks, 
he referred to Rosario Marin, U.S. Treasurer; 
and Elizabeth Lisboa-Farrow, chair of the 
board of directors, and George Herrera, 
chairman and chief executive officer, U.S. 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. 

Remarks at Southwest Missouri State University in Springfield, Missouri 
October 18, 2002 

Thanks for coming. Thanks for the warm 
welcome. I’m honored to be here at the— 
on the campus of this fine university. I’m 
proud to be here in southwest Missouri. 
I love the values of the heartland rep-
resented in this part of our country, the 
values of faith, the values of family, the 
love of our country. I appreciate you com-
ing out to say hello. These are the values 
which make Missouri a great State and 
make our Nation a great nation. 

I want to thank you for your friendship. 
I want to thank you for your prayers. I 
want to thank you for your concern about 

our political process. I appreciate your in-
terest. I appreciate your willingness to take 
a stand. And I am here in the State of 
Missouri to take a stand: The best person 
running for the United States Senate is Jim 
Talent. 

I need him in the Senate to work with 
him. We’ve got some big problems facing 
our country. But there’s no doubt in my 
mind that we can achieve anything we put 
our mind to. There’s no doubt in my mind 
that no matter how high the hurdle, the 
United States of America, when we put 
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our mind to something, can cross that hur-
dle. 

Jim Talent shares my optimism about the 
future of this country because he knows 
what I know: This country is blessed with 
the finest people on the face of the Earth, 
and that, by trusting the people and calling 
upon the best of America, we can achieve 
anything—I mean anything—we set our 
mind to. 

I appreciate Jim Talent’s values. He’s a 
family man. He’s got his priorities straight. 
He’s a man who doesn’t need a focus group 
or a poll to tell him what to think. He’s 
more than happy to stand on principle. 
He’s more than happy to say, ‘‘This is what 
I believe, and I’m not changing.’’ And I 
appreciate a man who’s willing to take 
those values, the Missouri values, and the 
sense of purpose to Washington, DC. 

He’s also got a record. See, he’s already 
been up there once. He’s shown us what 
he can do. And when he was up there, 
he wasn’t afraid to take the lead. He is 
one of the key authors of one of the most 
important pieces of social legislation in the 
last decade, and that is the welfare reform 
bill that transformed millions of lives in 
America, because he knows what I know, 
that dignity is found when you find work, 
that work is the cornerstone of any life 
that has got dignity. 

I appreciate his understanding of small 
business. See, he is an advocate for small 
business in Washington, DC. We need that 
kind of attitude up there. See, after all, 
our economy is kind of bumping along. It’s 
not as strong as it’s going to be. So long 
as we keep working on it, it’s going to 
get better. 

But one of the things we’ve got to under-
stand is that most new jobs in America 
are created by small businesses. And there-
fore, we’ve got to have somebody in the 
United States Senate who understands that 
and is willing to work on an environment 
that encourages the growth of small busi-
nesses. Jim Talent’s got a record, and he’s 
got a good record. 

He also will work to change the tone 
in Washington. Listen, we’re proud Repub-
licans, but we’ve got to serve something 
bigger than political party in these times 
of stress on our country. It’s important to 
put all this aside and focus on what’s right 
for the American people. And Jim Talent 
understands that. I’m proud to stand by 
his side. 

And we share something else in com-
mon: We both married above ourselves. 
[Laughter] He married Brenda. I married 
Laura. And by the way, the First Lady, 
she sends her love and her greetings. She’s 
heading down to Texas today, so you drew 
the short straw. [Laughter] She’s doing 
great, though. I want to remind you that 
when I married her, she was a public 
school librarian. [Applause] Public school 
librarians united for Laura. [Laughter] She 
didn’t care for politics when I married her. 
She didn’t particularly care for politicians 
when I married her. [Laughter] Thank 
goodness she said yes. 

People have got to see why I asked her 
to marry me. She’s calm. She’s steady. She 
cares deeply about our children. She loves 
education. It’s our top priority. A lot of 
people are still wondering why she said yes. 
[Laughter] But nevertheless, she’s doing 
great. I can’t tell you how proud I am 
of her, and I love her dearly. 

I want to thank the senior Senator from 
Missouri for being here. He’s done a fabu-
lous job on behalf of the citizens of Mis-
souri. He is a man whose judgment I trust, 
whose vote I can count on. He’s a strong 
ally. He’s got the right instincts. He’s got 
a great voting record. And that is Senator 
Kit Bond. 

I appreciate so very much the fact that 
your Congressman has joined us today. Roy 
Blunt is effective. He’s smart. He can count 
votes. I appreciate his support, and I appre-
ciate his friendship. 

I appreciate the fact that former Con-
gressman Mel Hancock is here. I want to 
thank Congressman Hancock for coming. 
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You’ve got yourself a hot Senate race— 
State senate race. This race matters. It mat-
ters a lot. You’ve got a good man running, 
a good, down-to-earth fellow who’s going 
to tell you what he thinks. He’s going to 
do in office what he said he’s going to 
do. And that’s Dan Clemens. 

I’ve got a great Cabinet. I’ve asked peo-
ple from all across our country to serve 
our Government in my Cabinet. You 
trained one of the best ones in my Cabinet. 
Yesterday morning I met with the Attorney 
General. He said, ‘‘You make sure you re-
mind my folks at home that I haven’t forgot 
where I came from.’’ John Ashcroft is doing 
a great job for America. 

And finally, I appreciate you letting some 
of my fellow Texans cross the State line. 
They must have not checked these boys’ 
backgrounds before they came. [Laughter] 
I’ve known the Gatlin Brothers for a long 
time, and I really appreciate the three 
brothers coming. I’m—Larry is my good 
buddy. He is a fine, fine, fine American, 
and Steve and Rudy are as well. I hope 
you’re enjoying them as much as I’ve en-
joyed knowing them. And I’m real proud 
their here. I want to thank the Gatlin boys 
for coming today. 

Now, I’ve got some things on my mind 
that I want to share with you. I’ve got 
some issues I want to discuss with you. 
I’ve got some reasons to be here besides 
just politics. I need somebody to help me 
deal with our economy. Now listen, the 
foundation for growth is strong. Interest 
rates are low. Inflation is low. We’ve got 
the best workers in the world. Productivity 
is high in America. The entrepreneurial 
spirit is strong in this country. The founda-
tions for growth are strong. But so long 
as somebody is looking for work can’t find 
work, I think we have a problem. And so 
therefore, we need to put people in the 
United States Senate who wants to think 
about—when it comes to the economy— 
how to create jobs. 

The role of Government is not to create 
wealth. The role of Government is to create 

an environment in which small businesses 
can grow to be big businesses, in which 
the entrepreneur can flourish, in which 
anybody who’s got a dream can work hard 
and realize that dream. Most jobs, as I 
mentioned, are created by small businesses. 
For the sake of economic vitality, for the 
sake of job creation, we’ve got to have peo-
ple in the Senate who understand that 
when a person has more money in his or 
her pocket, it will serve as a stimulus to 
job growth. 

You see, here’s the page of the textbook 
which we’ve read. It says that when a per-
son has more money, he or she is likely 
to demand a good or a service. And when 
you demand a good or service in our econ-
omy, somebody is likely to produce that 
good or a service. And when somebody 
produces the good or a service, somebody 
is more likely to find work. For the sake 
of job creation, for the sake of making sure 
our people can find work, the tax relief 
came at the absolute right time in Amer-
ican history. 

But here’s why we’re still talking about 
it. Because of a quirk in the rules in the 
United States Senate, after a 10-year pe-
riod, the tax relief plan we passed goes 
away, unless the Congress makes it perma-
nent. And that’s the issue. 

The tax relief plan over the next decade 
for the people of Missouri, if permanent, 
would mean there is $27 billion in income 
tax relief and death tax relief in your pock-
ets. That’s more money for you to have 
to make decisions about. It’s your money 
to begin with, by the way. There’s $4 bil-
lion additional money in your pocket be-
cause of the tax relief on the child credit. 
There’s a $1.5 billion money in the Mis-
souri people’s pockets because we’re doing 
something about the marriage penalty. See, 
what we think is that the Tax Code ought 
to encourage marriage. 

It’s like the Senate giveth, and then the 
Senate taketh away. [Laughter] In this case, 
the Senate giveth, and the Senate taketh 
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away over $32 billion that would help eco-
nomic expansion and growth. There’s no 
question in my mind that Jim Talent under-
stands what I’m talking about, that in order 
to make sure our economy is strong so 
people can plan, so the entrepreneurial 
spirit remains strong in America, we need 
to make the tax cuts permanent. 

One of the worst taxes that we have on 
the books that we’re trying to get rid of 
and won’t get rid of unless we have a Sen-
ator and Senators who vote to make it per-
manent, is the death tax. This death tax 
hurts Missouri farmers. This death tax, it 
hurts small-business owners. It’s a bad tax. 
Don’t take my word for it. Let me quote 
some of citizens in your neighborhood. 

There’s a guy named Jim Staley. He’s 
a fourth generation family farmer in Wil-
lard, Missouri. He wants to pass his farm 
on some day to his children. That makes 
sense. The guy’s working the land. He’s 
got some kids. He says, ‘‘I want my kids 
to be able to work the land, too. I want 
the family farm to survive.’’ He remembers 
when his daddy died, he had trouble trying 
to make sure the farm stayed in the family 
and didn’t go to the Government. He re-
members those times. So he’s worried 
about it. Here’s what he says: ‘‘It’s a shame 
that Americans are taught that if you work 
hard all your life, you can pass it along 
to your family, and they can work to make 
it better. But when it comes down to it, 
the Government ends up taking it away.’’ 
That’s what the death tax does. 

It’s a bad tax. It’s a bad tax. It’s a bad 
tax because it taxes assets twice. It’s a bad 
tax because it prevents somebody who owns 
something from passing the asset on to 
whoever he or she chooses. 

Fellers Fixtures, right here in Spring-
field, Missouri, Carl Fellers, here’s what he 
thinks. First of all, he says he thinks he 
pays enough taxes already. See, most small 
businesses pay tax at the individual income 
tax level, because you’re a sole proprietor-
ship or a limited partnership. When you 
reduce rates on people, you’re also reduc-

ing rates on small businesses. But he 
doesn’t believe that he ought to pay more 
taxes than he has already when he dies. 
And neither do his children. 

No, we need to make sure, for the sake 
of economic vitality, for the sake of job 
creation, that you elect you a United States 
Senator who makes sure the tax relief plan 
is permanent. 

Jim Talent will be a Senator who’s com-
mitted to making sure we have an edu-
cation system that we’re proud of. I signed 
a great piece of education reform. It chal-
lenges the soft bigotry of low expectations. 
It holds people to a high standard. It says, 
in return for receiving Federal money— 
and we cranked up the level of Federal 
money, by the way, for education spend-
ing—but in return for receiving Federal 
money, you’ve got to show us. Just like 
you say in your State motto, ‘‘Show Me’’ 
whether or not the money is being well 
spent. Show me whether or not our chil-
dren are learning to read and write and 
add and subtract. We ask that question be-
cause we want to make sure not one single 
child gets left behind in America. 

Jim Talent knows what I know, that med-
icine has changed, and Medicare hasn’t, 
that medicine is modern, and Medicare is 
stuck in the old ways. We need a Senator 
up there who can work with people in both 
parties to make sure that we modernize 
Medicare for the sake of our seniors. Mod-
ernizing Medicare means that we’ve got to 
have a prescription drug plan for our sen-
iors. 

One of my most important responsibil-
ities is to put good people on the Federal 
bench. Our definition of good people obvi-
ously are people who are honest, who know 
the law, who are there to serve something 
other than themselves, who won’t use the 
bench as a legislator might use the bench 
from which to write new law, but to strictly 
interpret the Constitution of the United 
States. And the Senate has got a lousy 
record when it comes to my judges. 
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Look at the percentage that they’ve ap-
proved. It’s the worst record in modern 
history. It’s worse than how the Senate 
treated President Clinton, President Bush 
41, President Reagan. They’re holding up 
the nominees. And when they put some 
of my good nominees forward, they’re not 
telling the truth about their records. 
They’re distorting their records. They’re 
playing shameless politics with the judges 
I put forward. You need to have a United 
States Senator like Jim Talent who will not 
play shameless politics with the judges I’ve 
put forward. No, there’s a lot of things 
we can do. 

We’re going to work together to make 
sure America is a strong country by having 
a good economy and making sure we fulfill 
our promises to our children and to our 
seniors. I know I can work with this man. 

I also will be working with the next Con-
gress to protect America. We learned a sad 
lesson on September the 11th, 2001, and 
that is that we’re no longer immune from 
attacks from an enemy which hates us, that 
oceans no longer protect us like we used 
to think they could. It’s changed the dy-
namics. The battlefield is here at home. 

People must understand that there’s still 
an enemy which lurks and desires to hurt. 
They do it because of what we love. They 
hate what we stand for. We love freedom. 
We love the fact that people can worship 
an almighty God any way he or she choos-
es. We love every aspect about our free-
doms. We love our free press, and we love 
the discourse and—a political discourse in 
a free society, and we hold those freedoms 
dearly. And we’re not changing. No matter 
how they try to terrorize, how they try to 
threaten, we’re not changing. And so long 
as we don’t change, we have to do every-
thing we can to protect America in the 
new realities we face. It’s a dangerous 
world, but nobody’s going to cause us to 
retreat from this world. 

Obviously, my job is not only to deal 
with threats that we find in these dark 
caves but also to anticipate threats. I want 

to thank the United States Congress for 
speaking with one voice about a tyrant and 
a dictator who has constantly defied the 
world, who refuses to disarm, who, in the 
new reality, serves as a true and real threat 
not only to the United States but a threat 
to our friends in the Middle East, a threat 
to other freedom-loving countries. 

The world has been put on notice, Mr. 
Saddam Hussein is now on notice. We ex-
pect him to disarm. We expect him to live 
up to the obligations that he has told the 
world that he would meet. We expect the 
United Nations to be the United Nations, 
not the League of Nations. We expect them 
to join us in keeping the peace, by holding 
this dictator to account. That’s what we ex-
pect. 

No, the threats are real. It’s a different 
era. And this country will deal with these 
threats in an open way and a firm way 
and a resolved way, because we love our 
freedoms. We understand the biggest obli-
gation we have, at least the biggest obliga-
tion I have, is to do everything I can to 
protect the homeland. There are a lot of 
good people working hard to protect the 
homeland. Anytime we find a hint about 
something that might be done to America, 
we’re moving on it. Anytime we find any 
evidence that somebody might be thinking 
about harming our country, there are a lot 
of folks on the case. We’re disrupting; we’re 
denying; we’re doing everything we can in 
our power and within the United States 
Constitution to protect the homeland. 

And that’s why I went to the United 
States Congress and asked them to create 
a Department of Homeland Security, so I 
can tell the American people and future 
Presidents can tell the American people 
that we’re doing everything we can to pro-
tect you—everything we can. You see, 
there’s over 100 agencies involved with the 
protection of our homeland. It means 
they’re kind of scattered about. If the num-
ber one priority of America is to protect 
the homeland, it seems to make sense to 
me to put them under one agency, so we 
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can make that the number one priority that 
everybody involved with homeland security 
must meet. 

And we’re having a big debate up there 
about it. Sometimes in our Nation’s Capital, 
they talk to much—[laughter]—and do too 
little. Sometimes they do too much when 
they should be talking. [Laughter] 

The House passed a good homeland se-
curity bill. The House heard my call to 
have a bipartisan approach to protecting the 
homeland. The House heard the call to put 
aside politics and not let interests—be in-
terested in special interests but to focus 
on the American people, not only today 
but down the road. And the House passed 
a bill. They’re stuck in the Senate. The 
Senate can’t get it done right now. It’s 
stuck. 

And here’s the issue. The Senate is say-
ing, ‘‘Sure, Mr. President, you can have 
a homeland security bill, but there’s going 
to be a price.’’ And here’s the price. They 
want to roll back an important authority 
that every President since John F. Kennedy 
has had, and that authority is this: For 40 
years, a President has had the capacity to 
suspend labor rules in every Department 
of Government when the national security 
is at stake. The President has had the ca-
pacity to be able to change rules in order 
to protect America. 

One example of what I’m talking about, 
just so you’ll know clearly, is that customs 
agents, we thought, ought to be wearing 
radiological detection devices, just in case 
somebody tried to smuggle a weapon of 
mass destruction into America. We thought 
that made sense for them to wear these. 
The head of the union said, ‘‘Uh-uh, that 
must be voluntary. You can’t make anybody 
do that, and therefore, let’s have a collec-
tive bargaining session over it,’’ which 
might have taken a year’s time. 

See, we don’t have time for that kind 
of thing. The Senate wants to roll back 
my authority. The Senate wants to say, 
‘‘You can have that authority, Mr. Presi-
dent, to suspend workers’ rights or workers’ 

rules in the case of a national emergency, 
in the Agriculture Department, but not for 
the Homeland Security.’’ And that’s not 
right. 

Jim Talent understands what I’m talking 
about. You put him in the Senate; we’ll 
get us a good homeland security bill, which 
will make it easier for Presidents to protect 
America. 

I need to be able to put the right people 
at the right place at the right time, and 
that’s what the Senate must hear, loud and 
clear. And one way they can hear it is, 
they can hear it from the people. You can 
express yourselves, right in the ballot box. 
That’s the way you can send a message 
loud and clear about the importance of hav-
ing a Homeland Security Department that 
will work today, that will work tomorrow, 
and will work for decades to come, because 
this threat, folks, is real for a while. 

And that’s why the best way to protect 
the American homeland is not to hope 
these fellows change their mind, not to 
hope that they go get therapy to make 
them think different, but it’s to hunt them 
down one by one and bring them to jus-
tice—what America is going to do. 

We are in a different kind of war, and 
we’re still at war. We’re in a war unlike 
the past. See, the past you used to say, 
‘‘Well, we’re making progress because 
we’ve blown up a couple of tanks or we 
sunk a ship or their Air Force isn’t as 
strong anymore.’’ These people hide in 
caves and send youngsters to their suicidal 
deaths. See, they don’t appreciate the value 
of life like we do. In America, we believe 
every life is precious; everybody has worth. 
These people don’t value life, and they hi-
jack a great religion and murder in the 
name of that religion. 

They just did that recently in Indonesia, 
and we’ll be joining our friends in Australia 
in a day of mourning for the terrible trag-
edy that took place. We lost lives. They 
lost a lot of lives. Listen, these are killers, 
nothing but coldblooded killers, and we’re 
going to treat them that way, and we’re 
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going to hunt them down, one person at 
a time. 

And we’re making progress, thanks to a 
great United States military, and thanks to 
friends and allies. We’re making progress. 
One reason we’re making progress is be-
cause of the doctrine that says, ‘‘Either 
you’re with us, or you’re with them,’’ still 
stands. It’s still relevant. Our coalition is 
still rounding people up. It’s a different 
kind of war. Sometimes you’ll see progress, 
and sometimes you won’t. The other day, 
a guy named bin al-Shibh, he popped his 
head up. He’s no longer a problem. He 
was significant because he was to have been 
the twentieth hijacker. And he was still 
plotting, and he was still planning. I bet 
you we’ve captured over a couple of thou-
sand of them, maybe up to nearly 3,000 
by now. Like number, they weren’t as 
lucky. We’re going to deny them sanctuary. 
We’re going to find them. We’re going to 
put them on the run. 

It doesn’t matter how long it takes, my 
fellow Americans, when it comes to our 
freedom, it doesn’t matter how many years 
it takes, the United States of America will 
stay the course, because we will defend 
America, no matter the cost. 

I’m going to sign a defense bill next 
week. The Congress has gotten it to my 
desk, and I appreciate that. That is the 
largest increase in defense spending since 
Ronald Reagan was the President, for two 
reasons. I want to—I asked for that re-
quest, one, anytime we put our troops into 
harm’s way, they deserve the best training, 
the best possible pay, and the best equip-
ment. We owe that to our troops, and we 
owe it to their loved ones. And the other 
message is, the other message to friend and 
foe alike is that we take our responsibilities 
seriously, that we love our freedoms. We 
love our country, and we’re not quitting. 
There’s not a calendar that says, well, gosh, 
it must be time to haul in; it must be 
time to shut her down. That’s just not the 
way I think, and that’s not the way America 
thinks. 

I can’t imagine what was going through 
the mind of the enemy. They must have 
thought that America was so selfish, so ma-
terialistic, so self-absorbed that after 9/11/ 
2001, we might have filed a lawsuit or two. 
[Laughter] That’s not us. 

I want you to know that out of the evil 
done to America can come some incredible 
good, that that’s what we believe as a na-
tion. And one of the—what’s going to hap-
pen, I believe, by being strong and firm 
and being clear in our resolve, is that we 
can achieve peace. It’s my dream, is to 
achieve peace. I want there to be peace 
for the American people. Since we value 
every life, and everybody counts, no matter 
where they live, we want there to be peace 
in parts of the region that have quit on 
peace. I believe it can happen. I do. I 
believe by being strong and resolved and 
standing on principle and understanding 
freedom belongs to everybody, not just a 
few, that we can have a peaceful and more 
hopeful world. 

And here at home, the evil done to 
America can help us deal with a serious 
problem. There are people in our country 
who hurt. There is loneliness and despair. 
Amidst our plenty, there are pockets of ad-
diction; there are people who aren’t loved; 
there are people who wonder whether the 
American experience is meant for them. So 
long as any of us hurt, we all hurt. We 
must step back from our materialism and 
ask the question, what can I do to help 
America? And the best way that you can 
help America is by loving a neighbor like 
you’d like to be loved yourself. 

No, the enemy hit us. Today—the enemy 
hit us, but today we’re a stronger nation 
because we refuse to back down, but also 
because we’ve redefined patriotism as 
somebody who does more than put their 
hand over their heart. A patriot is some-
body who is willing to put their arm around 
somebody who hurts, somebody in need— 
somebody who says, ‘‘I love you.’’ I want 
you to be one of those people. One of 
us can’t do everything in society, but one 
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of us can do something to help somebody 
who needs a hand, somebody who needs 
love, somebody—somebody who knows or 
somebody who cares about them. 

Today we’ve got Erin Bryant, who goes 
right here—to school here. She’s an active 
member of the Student Community Action 
Team at Southwest Missouri State. She 
spends time volunteering to make some-
body’s life better. She’s involved with peo-
ple who want to feed those who are hungry 
and house those who are homeless. 

Be a Boy Scout leader. Be a Girl Scout 
leader. Do something. And it’s the gath-
ering momentum of the millions of acts 
of kindness and decency which will allow 
this great land to stand squarely in the face 
of evil. No, the enemy hit us. They didn’t 
know who they were hitting. They hit the 
greatest nation on the face of the Earth. 
And we will show the world why. 

There’s no question in my mind that 
even though there’s hurdles ahead of us, 

we can achieve a lot. We can achieve 
peace, and we can make sure the light 
shines brightly, the light of hope, in every 
corner on this great land. I say that with 
confidence because this is the greatest na-
tion, full of the finest people, on the face 
of the Earth. 

May God bless you all, and may God 
bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:48 a.m. in 
the Hammons Student Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Brenda Talent, wife 
of candidate Jim Talent; entertainers Larry, 
Steve, and Rudy Gatlin; Carl A. Fellers, 
president, Fellers Fixtures, Inc.; President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq; and Ramzi bin al-
Shibh, an Al Qaida operative suspected of 
helping to plan the September 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks, who was captured in Karachi, 
Pakistan. 

Remarks at Rochester Community and Technical College in Rochester, 
Minnesota 
October 18, 2002 

Thank you all for coming. Yes, kind of 
sounds like the Metrodome in here. I ap-
preciate so many good folks coming to say 
hello. You know, I’m aware of Rochester. 
After all, I still listen to my mother. 
[Laughter] She’s a proud member of the 
board of Mayo Clinic. 

I thank you for coming today. I’m here 
to talk about some of the challenges we 
meet as a nation. I want you to know that 
I’m incredibly optimistic about this Nation’s 
future. And I’m here to support a man 
for the United States Senate who shares 
my optimism about America. There’s no 
doubt in my mind that what is best for 
Minnesota and what is best for America 
is that Norm Coleman become the next 
United States Senator. I’m here to support 

the ticket, and there’s no question in my 
mind that you need to have Tim Pawlenty 
as the next Governor for Minnesota. 

I want to thank you all for your concern 
about our country. I want to thank you 
for your participation in the process. Thank 
you for taking your time to look the can-
didates over. Thank you for understanding 
that being a part of America is the obliga-
tion to participate in our process. I want 
to thank you for what you have done for 
America. I want to thank you for what 
you’re going to do. And that is, man the 
phones; go to your coffee shops; go to your 
houses of worship; remind the people of 
our community, whether they be Repub-
licans or Democrats or couldn’t care less— 
[laughter]—that when you find a good one, 
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you ought to support him. And you found 
some good ones in these candidates here 
in Minnesota. 

I’m also glad to be in the breadbasket 
of America. We eat because of you. 
[Laughter] I love the values of this part 
of the world—faith and family, love of 
country—I love the values of this part of 
the world. Hard-working, good, honest, de-
cent people, people I’m proud to call 
friend, people neighbors are proud to call 
friend—no, you’re the strength of our great 
country. And nothing we can’t overcome, 
because we’re the finest country on the 
face of the Earth. 

I want to thank the good folks here at 
Rochester Community and Technical Col-
lege for your hospitality. I particularly want 
to thank—it’s kind of hard to welcome a 
President, I know, but you’ve done a heck 
of a good job, plus you’ve got a Texan 
running the deal. [Laughter] I want to 
thank Don Supalla, who’s the president, for 
his hospitality. 

I want to thank the Members of Con-
gress who are with us: Gil Gutknecht, who’s 
a friend of mine. Thank you for coming, 
Gil. I appreciate you coming. I want to 
thank Congressman Mark Kennedy for 
being here as well. Mark’s a fine one. You 
lowered your standards; you let somebody 
from Missouri travel with me—[laughter]— 
but he’s a fine Congressman named Roy 
Blunt. I appreciate Congressman Blunt 
being here with us today. 

I want to thank the people who are run-
ning for office. I want to thank Carol 
Molnau, who’s running for the Lieutenant 
Governor of the State of Minnesota. I want 
to thank John Kline, who will make a fine 
United States Congressman. Clyde 
Billington is running for the Congress; we 
need to help Clyde. And Dan Stevens is 
running for Congress. I want to thank these 
candidates for running. 

You drew the short straw today. You 
didn’t get my mother, and you didn’t get 
my wife. [Laughter] But Laura sends her 
best. She’s doing great. She’s doing really 

good. She’s an amazing lady. You know, 
when I married her—we were both raised 
in Midland, Texas, which is really not a 
pretty place to look at, but it’s full of fine 
people. [Laughter] She was a public school 
librarian. By the way, her heart is still with 
our children. She desires for every child 
to learn how to read in America. But any-
way, when I married her, or asked her to 
marry me, at least, the truth of the matter 
was, she didn’t like politics—[laughter]— 
and didn’t particularly care for politicians, 
either. [Laughter] Thank goodness she said 
yes. She’s now a fabulous First Lady for 
our country. 

I know something about what it takes 
to be a Governor, and you’ve got a good 
man running for Governor here in Min-
nesota. He’s a person who can get results. 
He’s proven that already in the statehouse. 
He has worked to make sure that govern-
ment stays within a budget, and that’s not 
easy. Generally, when governments meet, 
everybody has got a great idea. They all 
cost billions of dollars. [Laughter] That’s 
why you’ve got to have somebody who un-
derstands the money we spend in govern-
ment is not the government’s money. Tim 
understands that. 

He also understands the most important 
thing a State can do is to make sure you 
get it right when it comes to the schools. 
The most important issue for any Governor 
in any State is to make sure every single 
child in your State receives a quality edu-
cation. What you’ve got to have in the 
statehouse is somebody like Tim who is 
willing to insist upon high standards and 
high expectations, somebody who is willing 
to challenge what I call the soft bigotry 
of low expectations. You see, if you get 
you—you’ve got to have a Governor who 
understands you must raise the bar and 
expect the best, who believes in his heart 
of hearts that every child can learn. You’ve 
got to believe that. 

And then you’ve got to—and then you 
must have a Governor who trusts the local 
people, who trusts the local people to chart 
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the path to excellence, who empowers the 
teachers and parents and principals to chart 
the path for excellence so every child can 
learn. 

And then you’ve got to have a Governor 
who’s willing to ask the fundamental ques-
tion, are we succeeding? You see, if you 
believe every child can learn, then you 
want to know whether every child in your 
State is learning. If you believe every child 
can read, then it makes sense to measure 
to determine whether or not every child 
is learning to read and write and add and 
subtract. And when they are, there will be 
plenty of praise for the teachers. But you 
better have you a Governor who’s willing 
to challenge the schools that won’t teach 
and won’t change. No child should be left 
behind in Minnesota or anywhere else in 
America. 

No, I’m proud to support Tim, and I 
encourage you to go out and work on his 
behalf. He’ll make you a good Governor. 
And I’m also proud to be here with Norm 
Coleman. I need him in the United States 
Senate, and let me tell you why. 

First, I’m confident he can do the job. 
He has proven himself as a leader. He was 
the mayor of St. Paul. He kept taxes down. 
He helped revitalize that city. He’s got his 
priorities straight. You lost your hockey 
team, and he got you another one. He’s 
not one of these polarizer-type people, you 
know, pitting one group of people against 
another. Frankly, we’ve got too much of 
that in Washington, DC. There’s too many 
voices up there that would rather call 
names than get things done, too many di-
viders. 

Norm Coleman is a uniter. He starts in 
the center, and he works with people to 
bring them together to do what’s right for 
America. No doubt in my mind he can 
do the job, and like me, he married well. 
[Laughter] 

And I tell you, we’ve got some problems, 
and we do. The economy is not as good 
as we’d like it to be. There are too many 
people looking for work and can’t find it. 

And anytime that’s the case in this country, 
we need to do something about it. The 
foundation for growth is strong. Interest 
rates are low. Inflation is low. Listen, we’ve 
got the most productive people in the 
world. Our farmers are the most productive 
in the world. Our workers are the most 
productive in the world. The entrepre-
neurial spirit is strong in America. Small-
business sector is vibrant. There’s a lot 
right with what—our country when it 
comes to our economy. But still, too many 
are looking for work. 

And so the fundamental question is what 
to do about it. The role of Government 
is not to create wealth. That’s how some 
of the other folks in Washington think. The 
role of Government is to create an environ-
ment in which the small business can flour-
ish, in which the producer can find mar-
kets, in which the entrepreneur can make 
a living. That’s what the role of Govern-
ment is. 

And that’s why I feel so strongly about 
tax relief. You see, when your economy is 
bumping along, when your economy is not 
doing as well as we want it to do, one 
way to increase jobs is to let people keep 
more of their own money. Some folks in 
Washington don’t understand that. They 
think when the economy is bumping along, 
it’s better to take more money. 

Here’s what we believe: We believe that 
when a person has more money, they’re 
more than likely to demand a good or a 
service. And in our society, when somebody 
demands a good or a service, somebody 
is more likely to produce the good or serv-
ice. And when somebody produces that 
good or service, somebody is more likely 
to be able to find work. For the sake of 
job creation, for the sake of the working 
people in America, the tax relief came at 
the right time. 

If the tax relief were permanent, that 
would mean $33 billion of more money 
in your pocket over the next 10 years— 
$33 billion as the result of the rates going 
down. It would mean $4 billion of tax relief 
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over the next 10 years because of the child 
credit. It would mean $1.4 billion because 
we significantly slashed the marriage pen-
alty. See, one of the things we believe is, 
the Tax Code ought to encourage marriage, 
not discourage marriage. That’s a little bit 
over $38 billion if the tax cuts were perma-
nent. Let me explain the problem with the 
issue and why you need to be asking the 
questions here in Minnesota about this 
issue. 

See, there’s a quirk in the Senate rules 
that says, ‘‘Yes, you can have tax relief, 
but after 10 years it goes away.’’ It’s kind 
of like the Senate giveth, and the Senate 
taketh away. [Laughter] I have trouble ex-
plaining that in Crawford, Texas, I’ll be 
honest with you. [Laughter] It’s hard to 
explain a system where we say, ‘‘You bet, 
we’re going to let people keep more of 
their own money, but then after a while, 
it goes away,’’ like a significant tax increase. 

And so I’ve been asking the Congress 
to join me in making the tax relief perma-
nent. It’s essential for job creation. It’s es-
sential for job growth that you have a 
United States Senator who will join me in 
making tax relief a permanent part of the 
Tax Code. 

One of the worst taxes of all is the death 
tax. You just ask your farming families what 
I’m talking about. You see, it’s a tax that 
taxes a person’s assets twice. Once is plen-
ty, as far as we’re concerned. You can tax 
them once, but don’t tax them twice. You 
know, for the sake of the family farmer 
or the rancher or the small-business owner, 
we need to get rid of the death tax forever. 
You see, it ought to be right for somebody 
to be able to pass their assets on to who-
ever they want without the Federal Gov-
ernment getting in the way. 

And I hope the farmers of this part of 
the State ask the question of the two can-
didates: Who’s willing to make sure the 
death tax is forever gone from the Tax 
Code? That ought to be a question people 
all over Minnesota ought to be asking in 
this race. It’s an important question. It’s 

a question that shows whose philosophy 
and whose values are more in tune with 
the people who live in Minnesota. 

We can do more to make sure our econ-
omy is strong. Listen, we need to have 
an energy bill that includes ethanol. We 
need to have an energy bill that encourages 
conservation. If you’re worried about jobs 
in America, we need to be less dependent 
on foreign sources of crude oil. 

I look forward to working with Norm 
to make sure our medicine is—the medical 
system is modern. Listen, Medicare is old, 
and medicine isn’t. Medicine has changed. 
Medicine has evolved, and Medicare hasn’t. 
A lot of talk in Washington, but they have 
yet to get it right when it comes to treating 
our elderly the right way. We need to mod-
ernize Medicare and include prescription 
drugs. 

We want our medicine to be affordable 
and accessible. We want people to have 
access to the health care, and we need it 
to be affordable. But we’ve got a problem, 
and that is, there’s too many lawsuits. 
There’s too many junk lawsuits suing our 
docs. It’s one thing to hold a person to 
account; it’s another thing to fill our courts 
with frivolous lawsuits. It’s running up the 
cost of medicine. 

These junk lawsuits are running people 
out of work, and it’s making it harder for 
people to get health care. I was down in 
Mississippi. I met with a doctor. He and 
his wife were good missionary-type folks, 
and they moved to the Delta. It’s one of 
the poorest parts of our Nation. They want-
ed to practice medicine to help people. 
They were healers. They wanted to use 
their God-given talent so somebody else 
could be healthy. The junk lawsuits ran 
them out of the State. Made me want to 
cry; made me want to weep. 

The cost of medicine affects the Federal 
budget. It affects our Medicare. It affects 
VA hospitals. It affects Medicaid. For the 
sake of making sure our health care system 
works, we need to have Federal medical 
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malpractice reform, and Norm Coleman 
will support me on that issue. 

There’s a lot we can do to make sure 
we’re wise about spending your money. 
There’s a lot we can do together to make 
sure that people can find work. There’s a 
lot we can sure do together to make sure 
that the promises made to certain of our 
citizens are kept. 

But the biggest job I’ve got and the big-
gest job we will have is to protect the 
American people from an enemy which 
hates America because of what we love. 
They hate us because we love freedom, 
and we’re not changing. We love the fact 
that in this great country, people from all 
different kinds of walks can worship an al-
mighty God any way he or she sees fit. 
That’s what we love. We love the fact that 
people can speak their mind in America, 
can freely say what they want. We love 
the idea that there’s a free press. We love 
every aspect of the freedoms. And so long 
as we hold those dear to our heart, there’s 
going to be an enemy out there. And since 
we’re not changing, we’re going to have 
to do something about that enemy out 
there. 

We learned a terrible lesson on Sep-
tember the 11th, a lesson that we must 
adjust to as a nation. And that is, no longer 
can two oceans protect us. See, it used 
to be we could sit back and say, ‘‘Oh, 
there’s an emerging threat, but two oceans 
can protect us, and we can take our time 
to decide whether or not we need to re-
spond to that threat.’’ We learned some-
thing else about us, and that is, we’re a 
battlefield now. And therefore, as a nation, 
we’ve got to do everything we can to win 
the battle, protect the people here at home. 

I recently have been talking about an 
issue that’s a grave issue of national con-
cern, and that’s Iraq. It’s an issue that— 
we’ve had a good debate in Congress; it 
was an important debate. Congress is now 
speaking with one voice, along with me, 
and here’s what we’re saying: Any man who 
murders his own people, any man who uses 

weapons of mass destruction on his own 
people, any man who invades two countries 
in his region, any man who has defied reso-
lution after resolution after resolution, any 
man who said he would disarm and hasn’t, 
is a man who is a threat. And therefore, 
we call upon Mr. Saddam Hussein to dis-
arm, just like he said he would do. 

And we call upon the United Nations 
to show us whether or not this is a body 
that can effectively keep the peace, or it’s 
like one its predecessors, the League of 
Nations. We call upon people to come to-
gether to disarm this man before he harms 
the United States or our friends and allies. 
In the name of peace—in the name of 
peace, we call upon Saddam to disarm. 

So long as there’s a threat out there, 
your Government will do everything we can 
to protect you. And we’re making progress. 
There’s a lot of good folks—you’ve just got 
to know this—there’s a lot of good folks 
working a lot of long hours to run down 
any hint, any idea, any whisper that some-
body might be thinking about doing some-
thing to America. We’re moving on it. 
We’re doing everything we can to share 
intelligence. 

And we’re getting better at it, by the 
way. See, we’re now on alert. We under-
stand; we know the risks. We understand 
the enemy better and better. We’re going 
to protect our United States Constitution, 
and at the same time, we’re going to follow 
every lead. That’s our most solemn duty. 

And that’s why I asked the United States 
Congress to join me in the creation of a 
Department of Homeland Security. This is 
an important issue. It’s an important issue, 
and it’s important we get it right. You see, 
this is an issue that is going to be—that 
is going to haunt us, if we get it wrong, 
long after I’m the President. Presidents will 
be dealing with the homeland security for 
a while. So Congress must make sure their 
Department works and functions well, so 
this President and future Presidents can 
stand up in Rochester, Minnesota, and say, 
‘‘We’re doing everything in our power to 

1843 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00692 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.015 193761

Oct. 18 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

protect you. We’re doing everything we 
can.’’ 

There’s over 100 agencies in Washington 
that have something to do with the home-
land, so I thought it made sense to put 
them all under one, so that if the number 
one priority is to protect the homeland, 
it becomes the priorities of all those scat-
tered agencies. That way we’re able to 
focus the attention and, if need be, change 
the culture of agencies and people who 
are—whose job it is to protect you. 

And so the House of Representatives 
acted, and they passed a good bill, a bill 
I can live with. But it’s stuck in the Senate. 
They can’t get it out of the Senate, and 
let me tell you why. They said, ‘‘Well, you 
can have the homeland defense bill, but 
there is a price.’’ They wanted to extract 
a price from me. And I say, ‘‘Well, what 
is that price?’’ Let me tell you what it is, 
and I think you’ll share—you’ll understand 
the reason I said no. 

Every President since John F. Kennedy 
has the authority to act in the interests 
of national security. In other words, every 
President since John F. Kennedy has the 
capacity in the name of national security 
to suspend certain work rules, has the ca-
pacity to be able to move the right people 
to the right place at the right time, even 
though certain work rules would prevent 
that from happening. In the name of na-
tional security, the President has got to be 
able to respond quickly. The Senate wants 
to take away that authority. You see—let 
me tell you what—they want me to have 
that authority when it comes to the Agricul-
tural Department but not that authority in 
the time of war when it comes to the De-
partment of Homeland Security. This is a 
big issue in this campaign. There’s no ques-
tion where Norm Coleman will stand. He 
will stand with making sure that this Presi-
dent and future Presidents—[applause]. 

Let me give you an example of what 
I’m talking about, so we can clarify this 
issue, so people understand why I’m being 
reasonable. The Customs Department 

wanted the customs agents to be able to 
carry a radiological detection device on 
their belt. Just in case somebody was trying 
to bring some weapon of mass destruction 
in, it made sense to have these people 
wearing these devices. The union head said, 
‘‘Uh-uh, that must be voluntary. It can’t 
be mandatory, and therefore we must have 
a collective bargaining session which could 
take months to resolve whether or not our 
customs agents should be wearing radio-
logical detection devices.’’ That doesn’t 
make any sense. You cannot allow a Presi-
dent to have work rules bind him in a 
time of national concern. The enemy moves 
fast, and so should we. We need to have 
the flexibility to make this work. 

But the best way to secure our homeland 
is to chase these killers down one person 
at a time and bring them to justice. I know 
the enemy, and therapy isn’t going to work. 
[Laughter] I don’t know what was going 
through their mind when they hit us. They 
probably thought America was so self-ab-
sorbed, so materialistic, so incredibly selfish 
that after September 11th, 2001, we’d kind 
of shudder and maybe file a lawsuit or two. 
[Laughter] They met a different America. 
They met America—an America that un-
derstands we have a duty. We have a duty 
to defend freedom. We have a duty to de-
fend our fellow citizens. We have a duty 
to make sure our children grow up in a 
free and peaceful society. 

We’re making progress on this different 
kind of war. In the old days, you could 
measure progress based upon the amount 
of tanks you destroyed or boats you sunk 
or airplanes that don’t fly for the enemy. 
You could measure progress. You could see 
lines of infantry going across, you know, 
different countries and say, ‘‘Gosh, we’re 
making progress. We’re pushing the enemy 
back.’’ 

These people that we fight hide in caves, 
send youngsters to their suicidal deaths. 
They’re coldblooded killers. They don’t 
value life like we do. See, we believe every 
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life matters; every life is precious; every-
body has worth. And they don’t. And I 
must constantly remind our friends and al-
lies of the stakes. And the stakes are high. 
That’s why the doctrine that says, ‘‘Either 
you’re with us, or you’re with the enemy,’’ 
still stands. That doctrine that says, ‘‘Either 
you’re joining the United States in our 
quest for freedom and peace, or you’re 
with the other team,’’ it’s still a viable doc-
trine. 

A lot of people still hear the message, 
and we’re after them. The other day a guy 
named Abu Sayyaf—I mean bin al-Shibh, 
he popped his head up. He’s no longer 
a threat to America and our friends. It is 
a significant, significant capture because he 
was the person that wanted to be the 20th 
hijacker. And he was still on the loose, and 
he was still plotting to hurt America. We’ve 
captured—or hauled in, however you want 
to put it—a couple of thousand. A like 
number weren’t quite so lucky. 

So we’re making progress, slowly but 
surely making—and sometimes you’ll see 
the progress on you TVs, and sometimes 
you won’t. You’ve just got to know that 
we’ve got a fantastic United States military 
and a strong alliance, a fantastic military 
and a strong alliance that is on course. And 
when we find them lighting somewhere, 
we get them on the run, and we’re going 
to keep them on the run until we whip 
terror once and for all. 

I asked the Congress for a significant 
increase in defense spending for two rea-
sons. It’s important for you to know this. 
I strongly believe that anytime we put one 
of our troops into harm’s way, we owe it 
to the troops and we owe it to their loved 
ones to make sure they’ve got the best pay, 
the best training, and the best possible 
equipment. 

And the second reason is, it’s an impor-
tant message to friend and foe alike that 
when it comes to the defense of our free-
dom, there is no calendar that says, you’ve 
got—we’re quitting. It doesn’t matter how 
long it takes. It just doesn’t matter how 

long it takes. However long it takes, this 
country of ours will stay the course. We 
will stay the course to protect America, and 
we will stay the course to promote the 
peace. 

You see, the enemy hit us. They didn’t 
know who they were hitting. They didn’t 
understand that out of the evil done to 
America can come some incredible good, 
because we’re a great nation. And one of 
the goods—and part of that good, part of 
that good is to achieve peace. If we’re 
tough—and we’ll be tough—if we speak 
plainly about terror—which we’ll do—if we 
stay the course and remain strong, I believe 
that we can achieve peace. I truly believe 
it. I believe peace—we can achieve peace 
for ourselves. I believe we can achieve 
peace in parts of the world that have quit 
on peace. I believe peace is possible in 
the Middle East. I believe peace is possible 
in South Asia. 

No, the United States can lead a coali-
tion toward peace. I want you to know, 
that’s my vision, and that’s my hope, and 
that’s what I believe is going to happen. 

And as we work hard, as we work hard 
with Senator Coleman to make sure the 
country is stronger and safer, we must al-
ways remember that we’ve got to work to 
make the country better, a better place. 
We can do that through good education 
policy, good health policy. 

But the truth of the matter is, the best 
way to make sure America addresses some 
of our deepest problems is to remember 
that if you want to do some good in the 
face of evil, love your neighbor like you’d 
like to be loved yourself. In our country, 
it’s important to remember, amongst the 
plenty, there are people who hurt, people 
who are addicted, people who need love, 
people who are hopeless. And we can solve 
that problem, too. We can solve that prob-
lem. 

You can help solve that problem by put-
ting your arm around somebody in need 
and saying, ‘‘I love you.’’ You can solve 
that problem by mentoring a child. I saw 
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the Scouts when I walked in. You can solve 
that problem by running a Boy Scout troop 
or a Girl Scout troop. You can solve that 
problem by going to your church or syna-
gogue or mosque and listen to the call of 
the Almighty and feed the hungry and 
house the homeless. 

That’s how we can solve the problems 
of America. Government can hand out 
money, but Government can’t put hope in 
people’s hearts or a sense of purpose in 
people’s lives. That’s done when a fellow 
American understands there’s a new patri-
otism in this country. It’s more than just 
putting your hand over your heart. The new 
patriotism calls upon each of us to be that 
one person helping to change America, one 
heart, one soul, one conscience at a time. 

Today when I landed here in Rochester, 
I met a young fellow at the airport named 
Nick Reichel. Nick, where are you? Stand 
up. Fifteen years old, right? He doesn’t 
look it. [Laughter] I’ll tell you about Nick. 
See, he’s heard the call. It didn’t require 
any law passed. This young fellow has al-
ready volunteered 400 hours of community 
service, 400 hours as a part of the army 
of compassion, to help make his community 
as good a place as it can be. 

The President’s Radio Address 
October 19, 2002 

Good morning. I want to discuss with 
you steps we are taking to help strengthen 
the retirement security of America’s work-
ers. More than 40 million Americans save 
for retirement through 401(k) accounts, 
making regular contributions and building 
economic security over a lifetime. A 401(k) 
provides a chance to invest in the long-
term growth of the American economy and 
an opportunity to build wealth and inde-
pendence. 

Today’s workers own more than $1.5 tril-
lion in assets through their 401(k)s. Young-

No, there’s no question in my mind, out 
of the evil done to America is going to 
come some incredible good. I hope you 
can sense my optimism for our future. I 
hope you can see I see a brighter day for 
all of us, a day of peace, and a day in 
which the great promise of America shines 
its light into every corner in this country, 
the day in which we can proudly say that 
the American Dream is vivid and bright 
for every person who lives in my country. 
I feel optimistic about it, because I know 
America. I know America to be the greatest 
country, full of the finest people on the 
face of the Earth. 

Thank you for coming today. May God 
bless you all, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m. in 
the fieldhouse. In his remarks, he referred 
to Don Supalla, president, Rochester Com-
munity and Technical College; John Kline, 
Clyde Billington, and Dan Stevens, can-
didates for Minnesota’s Second, Fourth, and 
Seventh Congressional Districts, respec-
tively; and President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq. 

er workers have an average of about 
$10,000 in their accounts, while workers 
near retirement hold closer to $100,000 in 
their 401(k)s. This is real money for real 
workers, and we must do all we can to 
help make sure it’s there for them when 
they retire. 

Turbulence in the financial markets re-
minds us that every investment carries 
some risk. Yet American workers also have 
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rights which must be respected and en-
forced. I’ve made five commonsense pro-
posals to help protect the retirement sav-
ings of American workers. 

First, every worker should get 30 days 
advance notice before any blackout period, 
the time when they cannot sell, buy, or 
borrow from their 401(k)s. 

Second, corporate executives should have 
to follow the same rules that every other 
employee must follow during blackout peri-
ods. If you can’t sell on the shop floor, 
you should not be able to sell on the top 
floor. 

Third, workers should be able to sell 
their company stock after holding it for 3 
years so that no one’s nest egg is tied up 
in the stock of a single company. 

Fourth, investors should receive better 
information, including quarterly, not just 
yearly, reports on how their 401(k)s are 
performing. 

And fifth, workers should have access to 
professional investment advice so they can 
make more informed decisions about their 
savings. 

The United States Congress has passed 
only two of these proposals, giving workers 
advance notice of blackout periods and 
holding executives to the same rules as 
their employees. I signed these reforms 
into law. 

On Monday, my administration is imple-
menting that law with tough new rules to 
require that companies give their workers 
30 days’ notice before any blackout period. 
Under the new rule, employees will have 
time to buy or sell stock or borrow from 
their accounts before the accounts are tem-
porarily frozen. This important protection 

will help ensure that workers don’t get 
stuck in a bad investment simply because 
their employers block them from accessing 
their own accounts. 

The Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion is also working on a new rule to pre-
vent corporate executives from selling off 
their own holdings of company stock when 
employees are kept from doing so. Cor-
porate executives will no longer be able 
to sell off their company’s declining stock 
while employees are left holding the bag. 
Both of these rules will take effect early 
next year and give workers greater protec-
tions against corporate fraud or abuse. 

These rules are a step forward in pro-
tecting the rights of investors. More steps 
are needed. My three additional pro-
posals—allowing more diversity in 401(k) 
accounts, and more frequent account up-
dates, and advice for workers—have already 
passed in the House. But after 6 months, 
the Senate has not acted. For the sake of 
American workers who are concerned about 
their retirement security, I urge the Senate 
to pass the rest of my proposals into law. 
People who work hard and save for the 
future deserve every protection we can give 
them. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:01 a.m. 
on October 17 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
October 19. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
October 18 but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Videotaped Remarks to the People of Australia 
October 19, 2002 

This Sunday is a day of national mourn- mourn the needless loss of life. You come 
ing in Australia, a day in which our friends 
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together as a nation to grieve for the vic-
tims of those who were killed by the mur-
derers in Indonesia. And our country 
grieves with you, and we suffer with you. 
And we send our prayers to the families 
who cry, and we send our prayers for a 
speedy recovery for the injured. 

Together we face an enemy which does 
not value innocent life, an enemy which 
tries to terrorize the free world into inac-
tion. They will fail. Together we will hunt 
down the killers so that there’s justice in 
the world. Together we will fight terror 
so as to keep the peace and to make the 
world more free. 

Remarks on Prescription Drugs 
October 21, 2002 

The President. Good morning. For more 
than a year, the Federal Trade Commission 
has investigated delays and abuses in the 
process of bringing generic drugs to the 
market. I have reviewed the FTC findings, 
and I am taking immediate action to ensure 
that lower cost, effective generic drugs be-
come available to Americans without any 
improper delays. By this action, we will re-
duce the cost of prescription drugs in 
America by billions of dollars and ease a 
financial burden for many citizens, espe-
cially our seniors. 

I appreciate so very much the Secretary 
of the Department of Health and Human 
Services, Tommy Thompson, for his good, 
steady, and hard work on this issue. 

Secretary Thompson. Thank you, Mr. 
President. 

The President. I want to thank Les 
Crawford, who is the Deputy Commis-
sioner of the FDA, who so ably led this 
agency for the last year. I appreciate your 
hard work, Les. And I’m proud, also, that 
Mark McClellan is with us, who is the 
newly confirmed FDA Commissioner. Mark 

America and Australia are close friends. 
We value our friendship. We remember so 
well after September the 11th, 2001, your 
prayers, your sympathies, your strong sup-
port. And we will never forget it. 

On this sad day, on this day of mourning, 
America is with you in spirit. May God 
bless the victims and their families. May 
God heal the injured. And may God con-
tinue to bless Australia. 

NOTE: The President’s remarks were 
videotaped at approximately 1 p.m. on Octo-
ber 18 in Rochester, MN, for later broadcast, 
and the transcript was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on October 19. 

has been on my staff with the Council of 
Economic Advisers, and he will soon take 
over the FDA to work with Les to make 
sure the policy I’m announcing is fully im-
plemented. 

We live in an age of miracle drugs. Mil-
lions of Americans and citizens from many 
other lands, for that matter, have found 
healing and hope from medicines discov-
ered and created in this country. New 
drugs allow children with rheumatoid ar-
thritis to walk and to go to school. New 
drugs shrink cancerous tumors, and they 
control the advance of HIV, slow the pro-
gression of multiple sclerosis. In the treat-
ment of many diseases, major surgery has 
been replaced by a single pill. And this 
has been a special blessing to many Ameri-
cans, particularly our seniors, who are living 
longer and better lives. 

As a nation, we are committed to encour-
aging the promise of new miracle drugs 
in two different ways. First, we recognize 
innovators must be able to be financially 
rewarded for their creativity and hard work 
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so they will continue investing and re-
searching, putting new resources and tal-
ents in the creation of new drugs. Every 
time we hope for a cure or a breakthrough, 
we’re counting on the success of a re-
searcher and the success of a drug com-
pany. Second, we want these breakthroughs 
to become affordable and widely available. 
Both of these goals, innovation and accessi-
bility, are essential; both are possible. 

In America, one of the ways we reward 
innovation is by granting a patent. If you 
take a risk and you make an investment 
and succeed, you have the exclusive right 
to sell what you invent, and you have the 
right to profit if you can. A new drug can 
cost as much as $800 million to develop 
and bring to the market. Without patent 
protection, few would take such a risk, few 
would be willing to invest. With patent pro-
tection, America’s brand-name drug compa-
nies have become the greatest in the world, 
and health care systems around the world 
depend on American innovations they could 
not possibly duplicate. 

Patents, of course, expire after a number 
of years, and this is one of the ways we 
are able to make drugs more accessible. 
After the patent expires, other companies 
are free to offer the drug in generic form 
at far lower prices. Last year, the average 
brand-name drug cost more than $72 per 
prescription. The average price for generic 
drugs, which are just as safe and effective 
as the brand-name drugs, was less than $17 
per prescription. Generic drugs make 
America health care far more affordable. 

Current Federal law and regulations at-
tempt to carefully balance the goals of in-
novation and accessibility. New drugs, on 
average, are sold for 11 years under patent 
protection, then generic versions become 
available. Unfortunately, the careful balance 
of the law is being undermined. 

The FTC investigation discovered that 
some brand-name drug manufacturers may 
have manipulated the law to delay the ap-
proval of competing generic drugs. When 
a drug patent is about to expire, one meth-

od some companies use is to file a brand 
new patent based on a minor feature, such 
as the color of the pill bottle or a specific 
combination of ingredients unrelated to the 
drug’s effectiveness. In this way, the brand-
name company buys time through repeated 
delays called automatic stays that freeze the 
status quo as the legal complexities are 
sorted out. 

In the meantime, the lower cost generic 
drug is shut out of the market. These 
delays have gone on, in some cases, for 
37 months or 53 months or 65 months. 
This is not how Congress intended the law 
to work. Today I’m taking action to close 
the loopholes, to promote fair competition, 
and to reduce the cost of prescription drugs 
in America. 

The Food and Drug Administration is 
issuing a proposed rule that will permit 
only one automatic stay per generic drug 
application, a move that in many cases will 
reduce the public’s wait for generic drugs 
by years. Some patents will no longer be 
entitled to protections like the 30-month 
stay, including patents on packaging and 
others that have little or nothing to do with 
valuable innovation and drug therapy. 

These steps we take today will not un-
dermine patent protection. Instead, we are 
enforcing the original intent of a good law. 
Our message to brand-name manufacturers 
is clear: You deserve the fair rewards of 
your research and development. You do not 
have the right to keep generic drugs off 
the market for frivolous reasons. 

Over the next 3 years, about 200 drug 
patents are set to expire. By cutting out 
delays and maneuvering, our reforms will 
yield cost savings of more than $3 billion 
a year. Those savings will come to employer 
health plans, to State Medicaid programs, 
and to seniors when they buy medicines 
on their own. 

This is another important advance in the 
cause of bringing affordable prescription 
drugs to our seniors. Already, we have 
cleared the way for States to provide pre-
scription drug coverage to more seniors 
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with modest means through our Medicaid 
Pharmacy Plus Program. We’re working to 
provide seniors on Medicare with drug 
cards that provide discounts from drug 
manufacturers on brand-name drugs, like 
the ones available in private health plans. 
And we will not rest until we’ve reformed 
and strengthened the Medicare program, 
itself, so that a prescription drug benefit 
is available to every senior in America. 

The House of Representatives took 
strong action in passing legislation to im-
prove Medicare. The Senate failed to act. 
The challenge of health care reform is to 

increase access to quality care while we 
preserve the finest health care system in 
the world. 

I thank the good people at the FTC and 
the FDA for helping in this effort and for 
working to make these critical drugs more 
affordable for every American. 

Thank you for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:33 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks. 

Remarks Following Discussions With Secretary General Lord Robertson of 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and an Exchange With Reporters 
October 21, 2002 

President Bush. It’s my honor to wel-
come Lord Robertson back to the Oval Of-
fice. I think we’ve met, gosh, five—four 
or five times since I’ve been the President. 
I’ve enjoyed every meeting. He does a 
great job at NATO. NATO is an incredibly 
important part of U.S. foreign policy. I ap-
preciate the alliance. 

We are mainly discussing issues that we 
will confront and/or deal with in Prague, 
including NATO expansion. He’s soliciting 
the views of the administration. I told him 
that we would give him a definite answer 
about our views on expansion in a couple 
of weeks, and that timetable seemed satis-
factory with him. 

But Lord Robertson, welcome back. I 
appreciate you being here. Thanks for your 
strong leadership. 

Lord Robertson. I’m delighted to be 
again in the Oval Office, Mr. President. 

And the President has shown, not just 
by meetings with me but in every other 
way possible, his and his administration’s 
commitment to NATO and to the strength 
of this trans-Atlantic alliance that has bound 

together these democratic and freedom-lov-
ing states over all of the years. 

We’re now a month to the day away from 
the Prague summit, probably the most im-
portant summit meeting in NATO’s history, 
a transformation summit where NATO has 
to transform itself to deal with the threats 
and the challenges of the 21st century. And 
I believe we will have a good package on 
new members, a robust enlargement, new 
capabilities to deal with terrorism and to 
deal with the other challenges and night-
mares that we may face ahead in the fu-
ture, and new relationships with Russia, 
with Ukraine, with our partner countries, 
building the world’s largest permanent alli-
ance and one which the world can rely 
on. 

President Bush. Three questions. 
Fournier [Ron Fournier, Associated Press]. 

North Korea 
Q. Sir, is North Korea an imminent 

threat to the United States, and what con-
sequences, if any, will it face for hiding 
its nuclear program from you? 
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President Bush. One, we had a bit of 
troubling news when we discovered the fact 
that, contrary to what we had been led 
to believe, that they were enriching ura-
nium with the idea of developing a nuclear 
weapon. I say ‘‘troubling news,’’ obviously, 
because we felt like they had given their 
word they weren’t going to do this. 

I view this as an opportunity to work 
with our friends in the region and work 
with other countries in the region to ally 
against proliferation of serious weapons and 
to convince Kim Chong-il that he must dis-
arm. To this end, I’m going to be talking 
to Jiang Zemin at Crawford. I look forward 
to a good discussion with the President of 
China about how we can work together 
to take our relationship to a new level in 
dealing with the true threats of the 21st 
century. 

I will see the leaders of Japan and South 
Korea and Russia the next day, in Mexico. 
I intend to make this an important topic 
of our discussions. This is a chance for peo-
ple who love freedom and peace to work 
together to deal with a—to deal with an 
emerging threat. I believe we can deal with 
this threat peacefully, particularly if we 
work together. So this is an opportunity 
to work together. 

Q. They’re not an imminent threat, 
though? 

President Bush. You know, that’s an op-
erative word. We view this very seriously. 
It is a troubling discovery, and it’s a dis-
covery that we intend to work with our 
friends to deal with. I believe we can do 
it peacefully. I look forward to working 
with people to encourage them that we 
must convince Kim Chong-il to disarm for 
the sake of peace. And the people who 
have got the most at stake, of course, in 
this posture are the people who are his 
neighbors. 

Arshad [Arshad Mohammed, Reuters]. 

Nature of Iraqi Threat 
Q. Mr. President, can you explain so the 

boys in Lubbock can understand—— 

President Bush. Crawford or Lubbock? 
Q. Lubbock or Crawford, both—— 
President Bush. Lubbock is a little more 

sophisticated than Crawford, Arshad. 
[Laughter] 

Q. Okay, let’s do Crawford, then. 
President Bush. Or Scotland, for that 

matter. 
Q. Why——
President Bush. Yes, Arshad. 
Q. ——why you threaten military action 

against Iraq, but you believe that Korea’s 
nuclear weapons program only merits diplo-
matic efforts? 

President Bush. Absolutely. Saddam 
Hussein is unique, in this sense: He has 
thumbed his nose at the world for 11 years. 
The United Nations has passed 16 resolu-
tions to deal with this man, and the resolu-
tions are all aimed at disarmament, 
amongst other things. And for 11 years, 
he said, ‘‘No, I refuse to disarm.’’ 

Now, what makes him even more unique 
is the fact he’s actually gassed his own peo-
ple. He has used weapons of mass destruc-
tion on neighboring countries, and he’s 
used weapons of mass destruction on his 
own citizenry. He wants to have a nuclear 
weapon. He has made it very clear: He 
hates the United States, and as importantly, 
he hates friends of ours. 

We’ve tried diplomacy. We’re trying it 
one more time. I believe the free world, 
if we make up our mind to, can disarm 
this man peacefully. 

But if not, there’s—we have the will and 
the desire, as do other nations, to disarm 
Saddam. It’s up to him to make that deci-
sion, and it’s up to the United Nations. 
And we’ll determine here soon whether the 
United Nations has got the will, and then 
it’s up to Saddam to make the decision. 

Stretch [Richard Keil, Bloomberg News]. 

Regime Change in Iraq 
Q. Mr. President, again, for the good 

people of Crawford—— 
President Bush. Yes. It’s been a big day 

for Crawford. 

1851 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00700 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.016 193761

Oct. 21 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

Q. If you can explain this in a way that 
they and the rest of us will understand, 
there is some hints over the weekend, the 
possibility that taking weapons of mass de-
struction out of Iraq is our goal, raising 
the possibility or the implication that he 
could somehow remain in power. 

Can you say authoritatively and declara-
tively whether we can achieve—you can 
achieve—if you can achieve your aims there 
in a way that leaves him still in office? 

President Bush. The stated policy of the 
United States is regime change, because 
for 11 years MDNMSaddam Hussein has 
ignored the United Nations and the free 
world. For 11 years he has—he said, 
‘‘Look, you passed all these resolutions. I 
could care less what you passed.’’ And 
that’s why the stated policy of our Govern-

ment, the previous administration and this 
administration, is regime change—because 
we don’t believe he is going to change. 

However, if he were to meet all the con-
ditions of the United Nations, the condi-
tions that I’ve described very clearly in 
terms that everybody can understand, that 
in itself will signal the regime has changed. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:35 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to General Secretary 
Kim Chong-il of North Korea; President 
Jiang Zemin of China; Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan; President Kim 
Dae-jung of South Korea; President Vladimir 
Putin of Russia; and President Saddam Hus-
sein of Iraq. 

Statement on Signing the Sudan Peace Act 
October 21, 2002 

I have today signed into law H.R. 5531, 
the ‘‘Sudan Peace Act.’’ This Act dem-
onstrates the clear resolve of the United 
States to promote a lasting, just peace; 
human rights; and freedom from persecu-
tion for the people of Sudan. The Act is 
designed to help address the evils inflicted 
on the people of Sudan by their govern-
ment—including senseless suffering, use of 
emergency food relief as a weapon of war, 
and the practice of slavery—and to press 
the parties, and in particular the Sudanese 
Government, to complete in good faith the 
negotiations to end the war. 

Section 6(b) of the Act purports to direct 
or burden the conduct of negotiations by 
the executive branch with foreign govern-
ments, international financial institutions, 
and the United Nations Security Council 
and purports to establish U.S. foreign policy 
objectives. The executive branch shall con-
strue these provisions as advisory because 
such provisions, if construed as mandatory, 

would impermissibly interfere with the 
President’s exercise of his constitutional au-
thorities to conduct the Nation’s foreign af-
fairs, participate in international negotia-
tions, and supervise the unitary executive 
branch. 

Several provisions of the Act purport to 
require executive branch reports to con-
gressional committees concerning the con-
tents of U.S. diplomatic advocacy, plans for 
U.S. diplomatic activities to achieve par-
ticular foreign policy objectives, and infor-
mation on particular activities abroad. The 
executive branch shall construe these provi-
sions in a manner consistent with the Presi-
dent’s constitutional authority to withhold 
information, the disclosure of which could 
impair the foreign relations, the national 
security, the deliberative processes of the 
Executive, or the performance of the Ex-
ecutive’s constitutional duties. The Sec-
retary of State will, of course, continue as 
a matter of comity to keep the Congress 
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appropriately informed of the Nation’s for-
eign affairs activities. 

A provision of the Act defines a par-
ticular entity as the ‘‘Government of 
Sudan’’ for purposes of implementing the 
Act. The executive branch shall construe 
the Act in a manner consistent with the 
President’s constitutional authority for the 
United States to recognize foreign states 

Statement on the Sudan Peace Act 
October 21, 2002 

I commend the Congress for passing the 
Sudan Peace Act. This Act, passed with 
bipartisan support, demonstrates that the 
Congress shares my commitment to help 
end suffering and promote a just peace in 
Sudan. For too long, the people of Sudan 
have endured slavery, violence, disease, and 
forced starvation. Last year, I appointed 
former Senator John Danforth as my envoy 
to help bring peace and stability to Sudan. 
Senator Danforth and others, working with 
regional governments, especially the Gov-
ernment of Kenya, have established an un-
precedented opportunity to end the war in 

and to determine what constitutes the gov-
ernments of such foreign states. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
October 21, 2002. 

NOTE: H.R. 5531, approved October 21, was 
assigned Public Law No. 107–245. 

Sudan and to lay the foundations for a just 
and lasting peace. 

The Sudan Peace Act presses the parties 
in Sudan to seize this historic opportunity 
and to end the war and suffering. The Gov-
ernment of Sudan must choose between 
the path to peace and the path to contin-
ued war and destruction. If it makes the 
right choice, that course will mean im-
provement in the lives of all Sudanese, bet-
ter bilateral relations with the United 
States, and the beginning of its reaccept-
ance into the community of peace-loving 
nations. 

Remarks in Downingtown, Pennsylvania 
October 22, 2002 

The President. Thank you all. Listen, 
thanks for coming out this morning. It’s 
such an honor to be here. I appreciate— 
I appreciate your interest in our country. 
I appreciate your interest in our democracy. 
I want to thank you for caring about—— 

Audience member. Viva Bush! 
The President. Gracias. [Laughter]
As I was saying, I want to thank you 

for caring about the elections—the upcom-
ing elections. It’s vitally important that citi-
zens all across our country take their re-
sponsibilities seriously and to show up to 

the polls. Of course, I’ve got a few sugges-
tions on who those citizens might support, 
starting with right here in Pennsylvania. 

It is in Pennsylvania’s interests that Jim 
Gerlach become the next United States 
Congressman. I say that with confidence, 
because he is a good, honorable man who’s 
got a good, strong record. People know he’s 
the kind of fellow who does in office that 
which he says he’s going to do. He’s got 
a track record that inspires confidence from 
people of both political parties, people who 
don’t care about political parties. No, he’s 
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the right man for this job, and I want to 
thank you for supporting him. 

I say ‘‘supporting him’’—thanks for show-
ing up. But just showing up isn’t good 
enough. See, I understand how you win 
elections, and that’s when people such as 
yourself not only go to the polls, but you 
convince your neighbors to go to the polls. 
You go to your community centers, your 
houses of worship, your—wherever you go 
to hang out—[laughter]—your coffee shops, 
and you tell your neighbors about their re-
sponsibility. And while you’re doing that, 
you tell your neighbors about Jim and oth-
ers running for office. 

And while you’re telling them about Jim, 
you might as well tell them about your 
next Governor. When you’re out rounding 
up the vote, make sure you round up the 
vote for Mike Fisher and Jane Earll. I know 
something about his track record in getting 
votes. In the year 2000, I was a pretty 
heavy lift for the ticket, I must confess, 
here in Pennsylvania. He outpolled me by 
not 1,000 votes, not tens of thousands of 
votes, but hundreds of thousands of votes. 
This is a man who can appeal to people 
of both parties, because people in Pennsyl-
vania know he can get the job done. 

No, we’re here to thank you for your 
care about America. I’m here to thank you 
for your participation in the political proc-
ess. I’m here to ask you to turn out the 
vote. I’m here to ask you to do whatever 
it takes to make sure you crank up a good, 
healthy vote. It’s important for our country. 
I’m also here to talk about how we can 
work together to make America a safer and 
stronger and better place. 

Before I do, I want to recognize a fine 
United States Senator, and that is Arlen 
Specter. I’m proud that Arlen is here with 
us today. And I’m sorry that old Rick 
Santorum isn’t going to be here, but he’s 
a good fellow. He’s a good fellow, too. I 
appreciate these two Senators a lot. 

I’ll tell you one reason I appreciate them, 
because they understand what it takes to 
have a good Federal judiciary. I’ve ap-

pointed good people to the bench—good, 
solid citizens who are not only fine lawyers 
but people who understand their job is not 
to serve as a legislator but as a judge. 
We’ve got plenty of legislators; what we 
need are good, solid, sound judges. And 
the record of the United States Senate is 
abysmal when it comes to confirming my 
judges; it is a lousy record. 

If we had more Senators like Specter 
and Santorum, we would get the judges 
through. We would have a record for which 
the Senate could be proud. We need to 
change the Senate for a lot of reasons, and 
one of them is to make sure we’ve got 
a good, sound Federal judiciary. 

I appreciate Governor Schweiker for 
being here. I appreciate his service to the 
State of Pennsylvania. He has done a really 
fine job. He has done a good job, and 
I’m proud of his service, and I know he 
is as well. I appreciate Mark. He’s a friend. 
I’m honored you’re here today, Mark, and 
thanks for doing what you did for the good 
folks of Pennsylvania. 

I want to thank the members—I want 
to thank the members here from the 
mighty Pennsylvania congressional delega-
tion. That would be Greenwood, Platts, 
Pitts, and Sherwood. These fine Members 
of the United States Congress have been 
steady friends and strong allies, and they 
represent your State with class and distinc-
tion. Thank you all for coming. 

We’ve got another candidate on stage 
who—we certainly hope she wins. That 
would be Melissa Brown, running for the 
United States Congress. Melissa is running 
on a lot of issues. One issue she holds 
dear to her heart, as do I, is medical liabil-
ity reform. It is a key issue. And one of 
the things we’ve got to worry about is the 
affordability of health care and the accessi-
bility of health care. We want to make sure 
our citizens have got access to health care 
at reasonable prices. One of the reasons 
why prices is rising is because of frivolous 
and junk lawsuits against our medical com-
munity. 
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Everybody ought to have access to the 
courts, and that’s vital. People ought to be 
able to take their claims to the court of 
law. But the problem is, the scales of jus-
tice have tipped way too far one direction. 
There are too many lawsuits which prevent 
good people from getting their cases heard. 
There are too many lawsuits which are driv-
ing up the cost of medicine. There are too 
many lawsuits which are driving good doc-
tors out of the practice of medicine. We 
need medical liability reform. 

I appreciate you running, Melissa, and 
I wish you all the best. I want to thank 
Alan Novak and Bob Asher and all the 
good folks who are the grassroots activists 
here in Pennsylvania. I appreciate your care 
and your concern for our country. 

Today, unfortunately, you draw—you 
drew the short straw. Laura is somewhere 
else. [Laughter] She sends her best. She’s 
doing great, by the way. She is—I’m really 
proud of her. 

Audience member. We love Laura! 
The President. Yes, so do I. [Laughter] 

Thanks for saying that. People now have 
figured out why I asked her to marry me. 
A lot of people are wondering why she 
said yes. [Laughter] But she’s a great First 
Lady. I love her dearly. I’m proud of her. 
And I want to thank you for your concern 
for her too. 

I’m concerned about making America a 
stronger and safer and better place; that’s 
what I’m concerned about. I’m concerned 
about making sure that we meet some im-
portant goals. One of the most important 
goals of all is to make sure every child 
in America gets a good education. It’s an 
incredibly important goal. That’s one of the 
priorities of Jim Gerlach. He understands 
that’s an important goal and priority if we 
want our country to be hopeful and strong. 

We passed good legislation. The legisla-
tion challenges what I call the soft bigotry 
of low expectations. See, Jim understands 
this philosophy. These Members of Con-
gress do as well, as does Arlen Specter. 
He knows that in order for us to have 

a hopeful society, we must as a society set 
high standards. We’ve got to believe every 
child can learn. It doesn’t matter where 
they go to school. It doesn’t matter if their 
parents speak English as a first language. 
It matters that we believe every child can 
learn. 

We believe in local control of schools. 
See, we trust the people in Pennsylvania 
more than we trust the folks in Wash-
ington, DC, to chart the path to excellence. 
We believe you ought to work with your 
Governors and your school boards to make 
sure that children get the right curriculum 
and the right basic education in order to 
succeed. That’s why we believe you’ve got 
to trust parents and teachers. We believe 
in promoting the basics when it comes to 
subjects such as reading. That’s what we 
believe. 

But we also believe this: If every child 
can learn, therefore we want to know 
whether every child is learning, all across 
our country. So therefore, in return for the 
largest increase in Federal expenditures for 
education—that was last year—Pennsyl-
vania received $1.7 billion from the Federal 
Government—the largest amount of dollars 
spent, we’re now, for the first time, asking 
the question, ‘‘Is the money being wisely 
spent?’’ For the first time, we’re beginning 
to—we’re saying, ‘‘Show us whether or not 
the children of any State, children who are 
in the districts that receive this money, 
whether or not they can read and write 
and add and subtract.’’ We want to know, 
because we believe every child can learn. 
We believe that every child in America has 
the potential, and we want to see whether 
or not they’re learning. 

And if—and if they are, if standards are 
being met, if our vision that every child 
can learn is successful, we’ll praise the 
teachers. And for those of you who teach, 
thanks for taking on such a noble cause 
and working in a noble profession. But as 
a society, to make sure no child gets left 
behind, we must be willing to challenge 
failure, to challenge the status quo. When 
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we find children in schools which won’t 
teach and won’t change, we must have the 
courage as a society to demand something 
different for our children. No child should 
be left behind in America. 

I look forward to welcoming yet another 
ally in this vision from the State of Pennsyl-
vania, and that ally will be Jim Gerlach. 

I also know I will have an ally when 
it comes to dealing with your money. You 
know, one of the interesting things some-
times you hear in the debate in Wash-
ington—they’re talking about the Govern-
ment’s money: ‘‘Well, the Government 
spent this money; the Government spent 
that money.’’ No, no; it’s not the Govern-
ment’s money; it’s the people’s money. 

Anytime somebody is looking for a job 
and can’t find work means we’ve got a 
problem. So long as there are people trying 
to put bread on the table for their families 
and they can’t find work, we’ve got to do 
everything we can to increase the job base. 

Therefore, it’s important to send people 
to Congress who understand jobs, under-
stand the role of Government is not to 
create wealth but an environment in which 
the small business can grow to be a big 
business, in which the entrepreneurial 
flourish—entrepreneurial spirit can flourish 
in America. 

When times are slow or when the econ-
omy is bumping along, one of the ways 
to make sure that the job base is invig-
orated is to let people keep more of their 
own money. See, when you keep more of 
your own money, you’re likely to demand 
a good or a service. And when you demand 
a good or a service in this marketplace, 
somebody is likely to produce the good or 
a service. And when somebody produces 
the good or a service, somebody is more 
likely to find work. The tax relief plan came 
at exactly the right time for our country’s 
economy. 

Over the next 10 years, the tax relief 
plan means there will be $58 billion more 
in Pennsylvania citizens’ pockets over 10 
years. That’s your money. You get to decide 

what to do with the money. You get to 
decide how to spend it. There will be $7 
billion in child tax credit savings. There 
will be $3 billion as the marriage penalty 
begins to get reduced. 

By the way, the marriage penalty is a 
bad tax. The code ought to encourage mar-
riage, not discourage marriage. That’s a sav-
ings of $68 billion more money in your 
pockets if the tax cuts were permanent. 
But they’re not permanent. Senate rules 
have it that the tax cuts won’t be perma-
nent. That’s why this is an issue in this 
campaign. In order for small businesses to 
plan, in order to make sure a horrible tax, 
the death tax—I say horrible; it’s bad on 
small businesses; it’s bad on farmers; it’s 
bad on ranchers. If you’re worried about 
urban sprawl, you ought to be for the per-
manent repeal of the death tax, so people 
aren’t forced to sell their properties be-
cause the Federal Government—[applause]. 
For the good of our economy, for the good 
of job creation, for the good of a stimula-
tive package—we need to make sure the 
tax cuts are permanent. 

I mean, there’s a lot of things we can 
work on together. We need an energy bill 
which encourages conservation and renew-
ables but also makes us less dependent on 
foreign sources of crude oil. We need a 
terrorism insurance package that will get 
our hardhats back to work. No, there’s a 
lot Congress can do to make sure that the 
jobs picture improves for everybody, all 
across America. I look forward to working 
with Jim in the United States Congress to 
make sure that people who want to find 
work are able to do so, all across the coun-
try. 

And as we work to make America a 
stronger place economically, we’ve also got 
to work to make it a safer place. And I 
say that because so long as we love free-
dom—and we love freedom—there’s going 
to be an enemy which hates America. It’s 
hard to explain to your youngsters why 
somebody would hate us. But you’ve just 
got to tell them there are some who have 
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hijacked a great religion. These people 
don’t value life like we do in America. See, 
we say every life matters; everybody’s pre-
cious; everybody counts. 

That’s not how our enemy thinks. 
They’re nothing but a bunch of cold-
blooded killers. They hate freedom; they 
hate countries which embrace freedom; and 
therefore, they hate us since we’re the bea-
con for freedom. We love our freedoms, 
and we will not change. 

Times have changed in America. Times 
have changed after September the 11th. It 
used to be we thought oceans would pro-
tect us. A lot of us growing up said, ‘‘We 
don’t have to really worry about some of 
the conflicts overseas. We may be involved, 
we may not be involved, because we’re pro-
tected, we’re isolated from the harsh reali-
ties of some of the killings that were taking 
place on different continents, so we could 
pick and choose.’’ We don’t have any 
choice in this new war, see. We learned 
that the enemy has taken the battlefield 
to our very own country. My most impor-
tant job is to protect America. My most 
important job is to do everything we pos-
sibly can to protect innocent life from a 
group of killers. 

That’s why I’ve started and stimulated 
a discussion on Iraq. I wanted the Amer-
ican people to know that there’s a new 
reality which we face, a reality that oceans 
no longer protect us, the reality that this 
person in Iraq has killed his own people 
with weapons of mass destruction, a reality 
that he has invaded countries, the reality 
that he has stiffed the United Nations for 
11 years. Sixteen different resolutions have 
been passed calling on this man to disarm. 
Sixteen times he’s ignored world mandates. 
These are the realities we face, and we 
must deal with it. 

I appreciate the Members of the Senate; 
I appreciate the Members of the House 
of Representatives for voting overwhelm-
ingly to send with one voice this message— 
that Saddam Hussein must disarm, that the 
world for the sake of peace, for the sake 

of peace here at home, for the sake of 
peace in the Middle East, for the sake of 
world peace—Saddam Hussein must do 
what he promised. 

For the sake of having an international 
body which is effective, the United Nations 
must make the resolve, must be resolved 
to deal with this person, must resolve itself 
to be something more than the League of 
Nations, must resolve itself to be more than 
just a debating society, must resolve itself 
to help keep international peace. 

It’s an important time in our history to 
determine whether or not we’re going to 
be a nation which is willing to work with 
others to keep the peace. The answer is, 
you bet. But if they won’t—the United Na-
tions can’t make its mind up—if Saddam 
Hussein won’t disarm, we will lead a coali-
tion to disarm him for the sake of peace. 

These are the new realities we face in 
America, the serious realities that we must 
deal with for the sake of our children, for 
the sake of our children’s children. The 
new reality here at home is to do every-
thing we can to protect the American peo-
ple from a possible attack. 

I want to thank you for training a good 
man named Tom Ridge to be the first Ad-
viser on Homeland Security. He’s doing a 
very good job. I know you’re proud of him, 
and so am I. Our friend has not let us 
down. One of the things he advised me, 
along with others in my administration, was 
that the best way to protect the American 
people in the long run is to set up a De-
partment of Homeland Security. 

Let me explain to you why. First of all, 
you’ve got to know that there’s a lot of 
good people working a lot of long hours 
to do everything we can to disrupt, deny 
any enemy. If we get a hint that some-
body’s thinking about doing something to 
us—moving, trying to do something to us— 
we are moving. We’re absolutely on alert. 
We’re doing everything we can to protect 
the American people. 

I appreciate that the House of Rep-
resentatives moved incredibly quickly on a 
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Department of Homeland Security. They 
passed a really good measure. It gives us 
a chance with the homeland security to 
take over 100 agencies involved with de-
fending the homeland and putting many 
of their functions under one Department, 
so that the number one priority of these 
agencies and/or the good people working 
in these agencies is your protection. 

One way to make sure we focus the at-
tention of a scattered group of agencies 
is to have one agency, so that if need be, 
cultures can change; if need be, there can 
be a direct focus. The Senate can’t get the 
job done. They’ve yet to get the job done. 
I want to thank Senator Specter’s leader-
ship on this issue. He’s deeply concerned 
about the protection of the homeland. He 
and I have had some quality discussions 
on this issue. 

But let me tell you what the problem 
is in the Senate, from my perspective— 
that the Senate has said, ‘‘We will give you 
a Department of Homeland Security, but 
you’ve got to pay a price. And the price 
is, is that we’ll roll back an important au-
thority that every President since John F. 
Kennedy has had.’’ And that authority says 
that I have the ability to suspend certain 
labor rules for the sake of national security. 
For the sake of security—securing the 
country, we won’t have labor rules get in 
the way of the President being able to do 
whatever it takes to protect America. 

We’ve got a border which we must en-
force. We need to know who’s coming into 
America, what they’re bringing into Amer-
ica, and if they’re leaving when they say 
they’re going to leave America. It’s an im-
portant function of the Federal Govern-
ment. Except there’s three different agen-
cies down there—three agencies full of 
really fine people. You’ve got your Cus-
toms, your INS, and your Border Patrol. 
Sometimes they have different strategies 
per sector along the border. They’re wear-
ing different uniforms. They’ve got dif-
ferent cultures. They all share in the re-
sponsibility of protecting our border. For 

the sake of homeland security, this adminis-
tration and future administrations must 
have the ability to put the right people 
at the right place at the right time to pro-
tect America. 

We asked customs agents to wear a radi-
ological detection device to determine 
whether or not weapons of mass destruc-
tion were coming into America. It made 
sense to us. If you’re worried about weap-
ons of mass destruction, wear one of these 
devices. The head of the working group 
there said, ‘‘No, we’re not going to have 
this on a mandatory basis.’’ For the sake 
of national security, that work rule ought 
to be suspended. 

Now, they got it finally resolved. It took 
4 months of discussions to determine 
whether or not customs agents ought to 
be wearing a radiological detection device. 
Look, work rules are important. The right 
to people to organize is very important. But 
for the sake of national security, the Senate 
will not take away one of the most precious 
authorities Presidents since John F. Ken-
nedy has had. 

I know this: I wouldn’t have to worry 
about Jim Gerlach’s vote on this issue. I 
know where he would stand. The best way 
to secure America, however, is to hunt the 
enemy down, one person at a time, and 
bring them to justice. The best way to pro-
tect America is to find these killers where 
they try to hide and bring them to justice, 
which exactly is what the United States of 
America is going to do. 

And we’re making good progress. We’re 
making good progress. Sometimes it’s hard 
to tell it, because this is not the kind of 
war that we’re used to. You used to—could 
count territories seized or tanks destroyed 
or airplanes knocked out of the sky and 
say, ‘‘Gosh, we’re making progress. The 
fleet has been damaged; therefore, we’re 
making progress.’’ These are killers who 
hide in caves and send youngsters to their 
suicidal deaths. That’s who we’re trying to 
find. They kind of ooch around the dark 
corners of the world and look out, peep 
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out around the corner—in the meantime, 
send these suicide squads. It doesn’t re-
quire a lot of equipment. It doesn’t require 
a lot of money, although we’re doing every-
thing we can to cut off their money. But 
we’re making progress. 

One reason we’re making progress is the 
doctrine that says, ‘‘Either you’re with us, 
or you’re with the enemy’’—it still stands. 
That doctrine is firm. Our coalition partners 
understand the stakes. This bombing in In-
donesia reminded everybody how dan-
gerous these people can be. They don’t 
care about innocent life. They could care 
less. It doesn’t bother them in the least 
that innocent citizens lose their life. What 
bothers them, though, is that the United 
States and our friends and allies are on 
the hunt. And we’re going to stay on the 
hunt. We’re going to get them running, 
and we’re going to keep them running until 
we bring them to justice. 

Slowly but surely, we’re finding them. 
Slowly but surely, we’re hunting them 
down, one person at a time. We’ve prob-
ably hauled in or arrested, whatever you 
want to call it, a couple of thousand. Like 
number weren’t as lucky. The point is, is 
that when you combine it all, we’ve made 
a fairly good size dent into the Al Qaida 
terrorist network. The other day a guy 
named bin al-Shibh popped his head up. 
He’s no longer a problem for the United 
States of America. 

It takes awhile. It’s going to take awhile. 
It’s just the realities of the 21st century. 
The new kind of war is going to require 
a patience and determination by this great 
Nation. See, we remember. We not only 
remember what took place; we also under-
stand the stakes. We understand our re-
sponsibilities. We understand our duty to 
not only people who live in this country, 
but because every life matters, we under-
stand our duty elsewhere. And that is to 
defend freedom. Slowly but surely, we’re 
going to defend, and we’re going to defeat 
this enemy. 

And it doesn’t matter how long it takes, 
my fellow Americans. It just doesn’t matter, 
as far as I’m concerned. There is not a 
calendar on my desk that says, well, such-
and-such a date, it’s time to haul them 
home; it’s time to quit. That’s not how we 
think in America. Tomorrow I’m going to 
sign a defense appropriations bill, one of 
the largest increase—the largest increase 
since Ronald Reagan was the President, for 
two reasons—two reasons. I want to share 
with you why I asked for this increase. 

I want to thank the Senate; I want to 
thank the House for passing that bill. We’re 
going to send two messages. One, anytime 
we put our troops into harm’s way, they 
deserve the best pay, the best training, and 
the best possible equipment. That’s the 
very least we owe them and their loved 
ones. And for those of you who have got 
loved ones in the military, our military has 
my complete confidence. There’s no finer 
group of men and women who wear the 
uniform than the uniform of the United 
States of America. 

And the second message we send, it 
doesn’t matter how long it takes, this coun-
try is in for the long haul, that we believe 
in freedom, that we understand obligations, 
that we understand that some in the world 
may blink, but we’re not blinking. We know 
that history has called us into action, and 
we’re going to do everything we can to 
defend America and to defend the free-
doms which we hold dear. 

There’s no question in my mind we’re 
going to succeed. I want you to know how 
I feel. I’m an optimist about the future. 
I’m an optimist because I know this—that 
if we remain tough and if we’re strong and 
we continue to speak clearly about that 
which matters in life, if we hold dear the 
values of freedom, if we fight terror—we 
can achieve peace. We can achieve peace 
not only for America; we can achieve peace 
in parts of the world where some have quit 
on peace. We can achieve peace in the 
Middle East, can achieve peace in South 
Asia. 
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No, the United States has got an oppor-
tunity to lead the world toward peace. The 
enemy hit us. They didn’t know who they 
were hitting. They probably thought we’d 
file a lawsuit or two. [Laughter] They don’t 
understand America. They don’t understand 
our people. They don’t understand our 
courage. They don’t understand our drive. 
They don’t understand that we long for 
peace, but we’re tough enough to achieve 
the peace if we have to be. That’s what 
they don’t know. 

And what they didn’t also understand is 
that here at home, the evil done to us 
is going to lead to a better America—is 
going to lead to a better America. Now, 
Government can help—Government can 
help have a better America. We have a 
good education system. We’re working hard 
to achieve that. 

We need to make sure our medical sys-
tems are modern. Listen, medicine has 
changed; Medicare hasn’t. Medicine has 
evolved; Medicare is essentially stuck in the 
past. For the sake of our seniors, for the 
sake of a better life—we need to modernize 
Medicare and make sure there’s a prescrip-
tion drug benefit for our seniors. 

We need to make sure, as we rewrite 
the welfare laws, as Jim can tell you, it’s 
important to make sure that work is the 
cornerstone of welfare policy. People find 
dignity in work, and therefore we can make 
America a better life by helping people find 
work and be trained for work and be quali-
fied for work. 

But Government is limited in its capacity 
to make America a better place. We can 
hand out money, but what Government 
cannot do is put hope in people’s hearts 
or a sense of purpose in people’s lives. This 
is done when a fellow American puts their 
arm around somebody in need and says 
‘‘I love you.’’ That’s how that is done. 

America is going to be a better country 
after the evil done to us, because we un-
derstand that in order to change America, 
we can do so, one person, one soul, one 
conscience at a time, by loving somebody 

just like we’d like to be loved ourselves. 
Out of the evil done to America is going 
to come incredible good, because this Na-
tion’s strength lies not in the halls of our 
Government but in the hearts and souls 
of the American citizens. 

A lot of good folks took a step back 
after that fateful day and said, ‘‘What is 
my life all about?’’ Moms and dads say, 
‘‘We’re lucky enough to be a mother or 
a dad. I’m going to remind my child every 
single day I love them.’’ A lot of good folks 
said, ‘‘I want to help the community in 
which I live be a better place.’’ 

No, the enemy hit us, but in so doing, 
they aroused an American spirit that under-
stands that being a patriot is somebody 
more than just putting your hand over your 
heart. Being a patriot is serving a cause 
greater than yourself. Being a patriot is 
helping those who hurt find solace, those 
who are hungry find food, those who yearn 
for love find love. 

No, the enemy hit us, but they didn’t 
know who they were hitting. There’s no 
question in my mind that we can achieve 
peace. There’s no question in my mind that 
we will be a better country, because this 
is the finest country, full of the greatest 
people on the face of the Earth. 

Thank you for coming. May God bless, 
and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:45 a.m. at 
the United Sports Training Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Jim Gerlach, candidate 
for Pennsylvania’s 6th Congressional District; 
gubernatorial candidate Mike Fisher; Jane 
M. Earll, candidate for Lieutenant Governor; 
Melissa Brown, candidate for Pennsylvania’s 
13th Congressional District; Gov. Mark 
Schweiker of Pennsylvania; Alan P. Novak, 
State chairman, and Robert Asher, national 
committeeman, Republican State Com-
mittee of Pennsylvania; President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq; and Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an 
Al Qaida operative suspected of helping to 
plan the September 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tacks, who was captured in Karachi, Pakistan. 
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Remarks in Bangor, Maine 
October 22, 2002 

The President. Thanks a lot for coming. 
Thank you all. 

Audience member. We love you, George! 
The President. I’m glad I came. Thank 

you. 
Congressman, thank you for that kind in-

troduction. 
I’m here for a couple of reasons. One, 

I always like to come to Maine. Sometimes 
I come to get instructions from my mother. 
[Laughter] Every time I come, I’ve enjoyed 
being here. It’s a beautiful place. I thank 
you for your hospitality. I thank you all 
for coming out. I thank you for your deep 
concern for our country, and thanks for 
your participation in the political process. 

I’m here because there’s no question in 
my mind, Kevin Raye will make a great 
United States Congressman. I’m here be-
cause I have learned a lot about Susan Col-
lins. There is no doubt in my mind, she 
is a great United States Senator. And for 
the sake of Maine and for the sake of the 
United States, you need to send her back 
to the Senate. I’m here because I firmly 
believe that Peter Cianchette will make a 
great Governor for Maine. 

I am here because I want to talk about 
how we can work together to make Amer-
ica a safer, a stronger, and a better country. 
I mean a safer and stronger and better 
country for Republicans, for Democrats, for 
people who don’t give a hoot about politics. 

First, I want to apologize and tell you, 
you drew the short straw. Laura was tied 
up—[laughter]—so you got stuck with me. 
I want to tell you, she’s doing great. Many 
of you have—some of you have told me, 
I bet many of you feel this way, that you 
say prayers for Laura and me and the fam-
ily. I want to thank you from the bottom 
of our heart for that. It means a lot. And 
we’re doing well. 

You know, when I married Laura she 
was a public school librarian. 

Audience member. Oh, yeah! 
The President. There’s always one in 

every crowd—[laughter]—a special breed, 
I might add. She didn’t like politics, wasn’t 
too keen on politicians either. [Laughter] 
Now here she is, the First Lady of the 
United States and a fabulous one at that. 
She’s calm. She’s steady. She’s got a great 
smile. She cares deeply about our children. 
The people of the country now understand 
why I asked her to marry me. A lot of 
them are wondering why she said yes. 
[Laughter] 

But she sends her best, as do I, as do 
I to not only Susan Collins but to a really 
fine lady who represents Maine, a United 
States Senator who’s got a lot of class, a 
lot of wisdom, a lot of power, somebody 
with whom I enjoy working, somebody who 
is making a difference for America, and 
that is Olympia Snowe. 

We’ve got a man up here who wants 
to be one of my mother and dad’s Con-
gressmen. He’s got him one in Houston, 
and he’s got one in Maine, and he hopes 
to have a new one. And the guy’s name 
is Steven Joyce, running for the U.S. Con-
gress. My only advice, Steven, is that when 
you win, you make sure you answer their 
mail. 

I’m so proud to be here with Kathy Wat-
son, who is the chairman of the Republican 
Party for Maine; Jan Staples, who is the 
national committeewoman for Maine. 
want to thank our high school choir and 
high school band who are here today. 

But most of all, I want to thank you 
all for coming. I want to thank the grass-
roots activists who are here. I want to thank 
the people who take time, who work hard 
to make sure that the democracy is strong. 
I want to thank you very much for your 
efforts on behalf of all candidates. I want 
to thank you for what you have done. I 
want to thank you for what you’re going 
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to do, and that is to turn out the votes 
for these candidates on November the 5th. 

When I say that I understand Susan Col-
lins, I do. I’ve worked closely with her. 
I’ve worked with her on key issues that 
face the country. There was no stronger 
supporter for the No Child Left Behind 
Act than Susan Collins. You see, we passed 
a meaningful piece of education reform. I 
want to describe to you right quick the 
key ingredients on this piece of legislation, 
and you’ll understand why I’m so proud 
of the work that she did, along with Olym-
pia. 

First of all, the bill challenges what I 
call the soft bigotry of low expectations. 
You see, what we understand is, if you have 
low standards and low expectations, you’re 
going to get lousy results in our schools. 
We must have a system that sets the high-
est of high standards. You must believe 
every child can learn. But also we believe 
you’ve got to trust the local people. See, 
we understand the people of Maine are 
more competent in charting the path for 
excellence than the people in Washington, 
DC, are for the Maine children. 

One of the key components of the No 
Child Left Behind legislation is what we 
call the Reading First Initiative. Susan 
Collins was instrumental in helping to write 
that part of the law. It tripled the amount 
of money available for reading programs. 
But as importantly, it said we must base 
our reading programs on what works, not 
what sounds good, that there is a science 
to teaching children how to read, and that 
all across the country we must dedicate 
ourselves to making sure that we challenge 
that soft bigotry of low expectations by in-
sisting that every single child in America 
becomes a good reader. 

I thank Susan Collins for her leadership 
on that issue. Not only—not only did we 
insist upon high standards and local control 
of schools, we increased the amount of 
money available for education, the largest 
expenditure of Federal dollars and edu-

cation ever. There’s $200 million of Federal 
monies coming to Maine this year. 

But we also said, ‘‘In return for receiving 
this new money, we expect you to deliver 
results. In return for money, we want to 
know whether or not our children are 
learning to read and write and add and 
subtract.’’ And when we find out they are, 
we’ll praise the teachers. And for those of 
you who are teachers out there, thank you, 
on behalf of our collective hearts. It’s a 
noble profession. 

But the reason we have demanded ac-
countability is because we want no child 
left behind. When we find our children 
trapped in schools which will not teach and 
schools which will not change, we better 
have the courage to challenge the status 
quo. Every child counts in America, and 
no child should be left behind. 

Now, I appreciate Susan a lot. She has 
delivered on behalf of Maine, and she has 
delivered on behalf of the country. I also 
appreciate her working on Medicare. You 
see, medicine has changed, and Medicare 
hasn’t. Medicare is modern—medicine is 
modern, and Medicare is stuck in the past. 
It needs to be changed. We need to make 
sure there is a prescription drug program 
for our seniors. Susan Collins can get the 
job done on behalf of Maine, people in 
Maine. 

I like to say when you find a good one, 
you’ve got to send them back to office, 
and you’ve found a good one in Susan Col-
lins. I’m proud to call her friend, and I 
hope you’re proud to call her United States 
Senator. 

I’m also proud to be here for Kevin 
Raye. He’s going to make a fine Congress-
man if for no other reason than he worked 
for Olympia Snowe for all these years. I 
appreciate his strong principles. I appre-
ciate his good judgment. I appreciate his 
independent spirit. I appreciate his com-
mon sense. I look forward to working with 
him on doing what’s right for Maine and 
doing what’s right for America. 
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He knows what I know: There’s too 
much name calling in Washington, DC; 
there’s too much finger-pointing; there’s 
too much zero-sum politics. This is a man 
who’s going to bring dignity to the office. 
He’ll work with both Republicans and 
Democrats to get the job done. He’s no-
nonsense. He’s also clear-eyed. He under-
stands the threat the United States faces. 
He’s not going to be one of these folks 
that is naive about the threats we face. 
I need somebody in Congress with whom 
I can work to make sure that we do the 
job of keeping America safe and strong, 
and that person is Congressman Kevin 
Raye. 

And finally, you’d better get you a Gov-
ernor with whom we can work on this edu-
cation reform, somebody who’s got one 
special interest in mind, and that’s the chil-
dren—somebody who cares deeply about 
the children of the State, and that Gov-
ernor is going to be Peter Cianchette. 

He knows what I know: Education is to 
a State what national defense is to the Fed-
eral Government. The number one priority 
of any Governor must be the education of 
every single child. I know he will challenge 
the soft bigotry of low expectations. I know 
he’ll work with the teachers. I know he 
believes in local control of schools. I know 
he’ll work with parents. And most impor-
tantly, I know he’ll challenge failure when 
he finds it. Every child matters to Peter, 
and no child will be left behind. 

No, I want to thank you all for coming 
today to give me a chance to tout these 
candidates. Again, I urge you to make sure 
you work hard to turn out the vote. They’re 
counting on you. They’re counting on you 
to go to the coffee shops. They’re counting 
on you to go to the community centers. 
They’re counting on you to talk it up, and 
make sure when you talk it up, just don’t 
talk it up to Republicans. There’s a lot of 
Democrats who are wise enough to vote 
for these candidates. And make sure you 
talk it up with independents and people 
who don’t care. Turn them out to the polls. 

It’s an important election, and we need 
these candidates to win. 

We’ve got some big challenges ahead of 
this country. That’s why I’ve taken a keen 
interest in these elections. I look forward 
to having a Congress with which I can work 
to meet the challenges facing America. And 
we’ve got some big challenges. It doesn’t 
matter how big they are, as far as I’m con-
cerned, though. See, there’s nothing we 
can’t accomplish in this country. This is 
the greatest country on the—finest country 
on the face of the Earth, no doubt in my 
mind. 

One of the challenges we have is to make 
sure people can find work. Anytime some-
body is looking for a job and can’t find 
work means we’ve got a problem. The 
foundations for growth are strong: interest 
rates low; inflation is low. We’ve got the 
highest productivity in the world amongst 
our workers and our farmers and our 
ranchers. No, we’re strong in America. But 
still too many people can’t find a job. So 
I look forward to working with Congress 
to expand jobs opportunities. 

And there’s some things we can do, start-
ing with making sure people have got more 
money in their pocket. See, here’s the text-
book I’ve read from. It says, if you let 
a man or woman have more of her own 
money or his own money, they’re going 
to demand a good or a service. And when 
they demand a good or a service in the 
marketplace, somebody is going to produce 
the good or service. And when somebody 
produces that good or service, somebody 
is more likely to find work. That tax relief 
plan we passed was good for the American 
economy. 

As a matter of fact, over the next 10 
years, that tax relief plan will mean over 
$5 billion for Maine residents. That’s 5 bil-
lion additional dollars of your own money 
that you will be able to choose how to 
spend, $5 billion that you can use to invig-
orate the economy. 

But the problem is, some in Washington 
don’t see it that way. Some in Washington 
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want this tax relief plan not to be perma-
nent. Some in Washington want this tax 
relief plan to go away. It doesn’t make any 
sense. Either you trust the Government, 
or you trust the people—we trust the peo-
ple. 

I look forward to working with Congress 
to make sure we get a terrorism insurance 
package that rewards hardhats and not trial 
lawyers, that gets our construction people 
back to work. I look forward to having an 
energy bill which encourages alternative 
uses, renewables, increased conservation, 
but at the same time makes us less depend-
ent on foreign sources of crude oil. 

I look forward to working with people 
like Susan and Olympia and Kevin who un-
derstand that when they talk it up in Wash-
ington, they say, ‘‘The Government’s spend-
ing the Government’s money here, and the 
Government’s spending the Government’s 
money there,’’ that we recognize we’re not 
spending the Government’s money. We’re 
spending the people’s money, and therefore 
we need to be fiscally sound with the peo-
ple’s money. 

Now, there’s a lot of things we can do 
to work together to make this economy 
grow. And I look forward to working with 
Congress and won’t rest until people who 
are looking for work can find work. 

We’ve got a big job as well to make 
sure we protect America. I was amazed 
when Kevin told me that in the course 
of a debate, he said one of the two in 
the race didn’t believe we were still under 
a threat. That’s just not the case. I wish 
it were true, but it’s not true. There’s still 
an enemy out there that’s acting. There’s 
still an enemy which hates America. They 
hate America because of what we love. We 
love freedom. We love the fact that people 
can worship an almighty God any way they 
see fit in America. We love the freedom 
for people to speak their mind. We love 
a free press. We love every aspect of our 
freedom, and we’re not going to change. 
And therefore, there’s an enemy out there 
which hates what we love. And so we’ve 

got to do everything we can to protect the 
homeland. 

My most important job is to protect 
American life, to protect innocent life. I 
mention that because you’ve got to know 
something about these people we fight. Un-
like us, they don’t value life. See, we think 
every life is precious. Everybody counts. 
Everybody matters. We face an enemy 
which has hijacked a great religion and are 
nothing but a bunch of coldblooded killers, 
and therapy won’t work. [Laughter] 

We learned a tough lesson on September 
the 11th. See, it used to be oceans could 
protect us, and if there was a war on an-
other continent, we’d make the choice as 
to whether or not we would join that war, 
that we were safe and secure as a nation 
because oceans could keep us safe and se-
cure. But the harsh reality of the 21st cen-
tury came home. Oceans no longer protect 
us. Threats overseas are threats that we 
must recognize here at home and deal with 
them. That’s why I asked the United States 
Congress to have a dialog on Iraq. That’s 
why I asked the Congress to seriously con-
sider, along with the administration, as to 
whether or not we should deal with a true 
threat to our country. 

I want to remind you that we’re dealing 
with a man who has used weapons of mass 
destruction on his own people, on people 
in his neighborhood. This is a man who 
has defied the United Nations 16 times 
over an 11-year period. The world has said, 
‘‘You must do what you said you would 
do, Saddam Hussein, and that is disarm.’’ 
And 16 times the United Nations, over and 
over and over again, has written resolution 
after resolution, saying, ‘‘Mr. Saddam Hus-
sein, you must disarm.’’ And he has defied 
an international body. 

So I gave a speech, and I said to the 
world, ‘‘For the sake of peace, for the sake 
of peace at home, for the sake of peace 
in the Middle East, for the sake of deter-
mining whether or not that international 
body is going to be the League of Nations 
or the United Nations, Saddam Hussein 
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must disarm, and we expect you, the world, 
to disarm him’’—for the sake of peace, for 
the sake of security for our country. It’s 
his choice to make. ‘‘You said you would 
disarm, disarm. The United Nations has 
asked you to disarm.’’ They need to work 
together to disarm. But my fellow Ameri-
cans, if they won’t act, and if Saddam Hus-
sein won’t act, for the sake of peace, for 
the sake of our security, we will lead a 
coalition to disarm that man. 

And so we face true threats at home. 
And I went to Congress to ask them to 
join me in the creation of a Department 
of Homeland Security. I did so because 
I wanted to take the agencies involved with 
securing our homeland and put them under 
one Cabinet Secretary, so we can set clear 
priorities, the priorities to protect you, the 
priorities to do everything we can to protect 
you. And therefore, I thought it would be 
wise for us to have a Department of Home-
land Security so we could better coordinate, 
better facilitate, better prioritize, if need 
be, change cultures within agencies, so this 
becomes the primary focus of a lot of good 
people who are working on your behalf. 

And by the way, there are a lot of good 
people working on your behalf. We under-
stand the stakes now. We see the reality 
clearly. We know there’s an enemy lurking 
around. We’re aware of Bali, Indonesia, 
where people just—innocent lives were just 
destroyed as a result of these coldblooded 
killers. We know the stakes. People are 
working hard on your behalf. Anytime 
we’re getting a hint, anytime we’re getting 
a scintilla of evidence, anytime we think 
somebody is fixing to do something to the 
American people, we’re moving; we’re dis-
rupting; we’re denying. We’re doing every-
thing we can. 

But we can be more effective, and that’s 
why I asked Congress to join me in the 
creation of a homeland defense, depart-
ment of homeland defense. The House 
acted, and the United States Senate is 
stuck. And it’s not because of the two U.S. 
Senators on this stage, I might add. They’re 

struggling in the Senate because of special 
interests. They’re struggling because they’re 
trying to get me to pay a price for a home-
land security bill. And I want to describe 
the price that they want me to pay. 

Every President since John Kennedy has 
had the ability to act in the interests of 
the country for national security purposes. 
Every President has had the capacity to 
suspend some labor rules if those rules get 
in the way of national security concerns. 
Listen, I strongly support the right for peo-
ple to bargain collectively, if they choose 
to do so. But I also am going to hold dear 
to that right Presidents have had to be able 
to suspend some work rules for the sake 
of national security. 

I’ll give you an example of what I’m talk-
ing about. After September the 11th, the 
Customs Service wanted to quickly assign 
its best, most qualified inspectors to the 
northern border. See, we were worried 
about our borders. We’re still worried 
about our borders. We need to know who’s 
coming into the country, what they’re 
bringing into the country, and if they’re 
leaving the country when they say they’re 
going to leave the country. That’s what we 
want to know. So we wanted to move the 
best inspectors up there. But the leaders 
representing this part of the workforce said, 
‘‘No way. See, we’re not going to let you 
do that. You have to bargain over these 
assignments.’’ 

Now, that’s not right. We asked inspec-
tors to wear radiological detection devices 
so that they may be able to sniff out a 
weapon of mass destruction. They said, 
‘‘No. No, we’ve got to have collective bar-
gaining over that.’’ It took us 4 months 
of negotiations with the head of the union 
to be able to get that done. 

Now, see, I need the right to be able 
to put the right people at the right place 
at the right time to protect America. And 
I’m not changing, because I understand 
what’s at stake. What’s at stake—we’ve got 
to make sure we do it right, to make sure 
that this President and future Presidents 
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can protect the homeland. And I say ‘‘fu-
ture Presidents’’ because in my judgment, 
this deal isn’t ending anytime soon—that 
even though we’re making progress, we still 
have got a long way to go. 

And I want to remind you all that the 
best way to protect the homeland is to hunt 
the killers down, one person at a time, and 
bring them to justice. And that’s what this 
country is going to do. And we’re making 
progress. In the old days, you know, you 
could measure progress based upon the 
number of tanks you destroyed, or whether 
or not somebody’s navy had fewer ships, 
or whether or not the air force wasn’t able 
to fly. But this is a different kind of war, 
see. We’re facing these kind of people that 
hide in caves or move around in the dark 
corners of some of these cities in the world; 
they send youngsters to their suicidal 
deaths. It’s a different kind of war. 

But we’re making progress. The doctrine 
that says, ‘‘Either you’re with us or the 
enemy’’—it still stands. There’s a lot of 
good people around the world working hard 
too. We’ve hauled in a couple of thousand; 
like number weren’t as lucky. None of 
them are a threat anymore. The other day, 
a guy named bin al-Shibh popped his head 
up. You don’t have to worry about him. 
He was the man who wanted to be the 
20th hijacker. He was lurking around Paki-
stan, figuring out a way how to hurt Amer-
ica again. And we found him, and he’s now 
in custody. 

Slowly but surely, we’re dismantling the 
Al Qaida terrorist network—slowly but 
surely. And as we do so, we’re spreading 
freedom. I want you to remind your kids 
and any other child you come in contact 
with that amongst all this war talk, that 
this great country never has conquered any-
body. We’re liberators. Thanks to the 
United States and our friends and allies, 
many young girls go to school for the first 
time in Afghanistan. We will never be con-
querors. We believe in freedom. See, when 
I say, ‘‘Every life counts; everybody has 
worth; every individual matters,’’ I don’t 

mean just Americans. I believe that way 
for everybody. I believe freedom is uni-
versal. It’s just not an American ideal; it’s 
a God-given ideal. It’s a universal ideal, 
and we love freedom in America. 

Tomorrow I’m going to sign a defense 
appropriations bill. I want to thank Senator 
Snowe and Senator Collins for working on 
that bill and getting it to my desk. It’s 
the largest increase in defense spending 
since President Reagan was the President. 
I’m going to tell you the two reasons why. 
Anytime the United States of America 
sends our youngsters into harm’s way, they 
deserve the best pay, the best training, and 
the best possible equipment. We owe that 
to our troops, and we owe that to the loved 
one of our troops—you loved ones out 
there of your troops. I’ve got great con-
fidence in the United States military. I have 
great confidence in the ability of our 
United States military. I’m incredibly proud 
of those who wear our uniforms. 

And the second reason the defense bill 
had the size it did, it sends a message to 
friend and foe alike: It doesn’t matter how 
long it takes to defend freedom; we’ll do 
it. There’s no calendar on my desk that 
says, by such-and-such a date we’re going 
to have to haul the troops home; such-
and-such a date we’re going to quit. That’s 
not the way America thinks. That’s certainly 
not the way I think. We love peace, and 
we love freedom, and it doesn’t matter how 
long it takes to secure both. 

History has called us into action. History 
has called us to action. We have a duty 
to future generations of Americans to make 
this land secure. That’s an obligation we 
have. It’s an obligation we won’t—from 
which we will not shirk. 

I can’t imagine what was going through 
the minds of the killers when they hit 
America. Oh, they must have thought we 
were so materialistic and selfish, so self-
absorbed that after September the 11th, 
we’d file a lawsuit or two. [Laughter] They 
didn’t understand. They just didn’t get it. 
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They don’t understand that this great Na-
tion will defend that which we love. They 
don’t understand that as a nation we see 
opportunity out of the midst of the terrible 
evil. 

See, I do believe this: I believe the 
stronger we are, the more resolved we are, 
the more clear-sighted we are, the more 
likely it is we’ll not only achieve peace for 
ourselves, but we can achieve peace in the 
Middle East. We can achieve peace in 
South Asia. No, out of the evil done to 
this great country can come incredible 
good. I truly believe that staying the course, 
speaking clearly, fighting terror where it ex-
ists, spreading freedom in a humble way, 
we can achieve peace. 

And I also know here at home that we 
can achieve a better America, and Govern-
ment can help. We talked about education 
initiatives and health initiatives. There’s a 
lot of ways Government can help. But 
we’ve got to remember that Government 
can hand out money, but what it can’t do 
is put hope in people’s hearts or a sense 
of purpose in people’s lives. In order to 
eradicate the pockets of despair and loneli-
ness and hopelessness which exist in this 
great land, which has got to be a national 
cause, we want everybody in this country 
to recognize and realize the great promise 
of America. See, when one of us hurts, 
we all hurt. In order to eradicate those 
pockets of despair, we must love a neighbor 
just like we’d like to be loved ourselves. 
Each of us can make a difference in mak-
ing sure the American experience is avail-
able to all. Each of us can love a neighbor 
like we’d like to be loved ourselves. 

America can and will change—one con-
science, one heart, one soul at a time. Not 
one person can do everything, but each 
of you can be somebody doing that some-
thing to make America a better place. Men-
tor a child. Feed the hungry. Find shelter 
for the homeless. No, the enemy hit us, 
but they didn’t know who they were hitting. 
The enemy hit us, and out of the evil done 
to America is going to come some incred-
ible good. 

There’s no doubt in my mind we will 
be a better society, a more decent society, 
a society in which we understand that being 
a patriot means more than just putting your 
hand over your heart. Being a patriot 
means helping somebody in need. Being 
a patriot means serving a cause greater than 
yourself. 

No, they hit us, and out of the evil done 
to America is going to come a more peace-
ful world, a more—better America, no 
doubt in my mind, because this is the 
greatest country, full of the finest people 
on the face of the Earth. 

Thank you for coming. May God bless 
you all, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:26 p.m. in 
Hangar 12 at Bangor International Airport. 
In his remarks, he referred to Kevin Raye, 
candidate for Maine’s Second Congressional 
District, who introduced the President; Ste-
ven Joyce, candidate for Maine’s First Con-
gressional District; President Saddam Hus-
sein of Iraq; and Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al 
Qaida operative suspected of helping to plan 
the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, 
who was captured in Karachi, Pakistan. 
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Remarks on Signing the Department of Defense Appropriations Act, 2003 
and the Military Construction Appropriation Act, 2003 
October 23, 2002 

Good morning. Please be seated. 
The security of the American people is 

the first commitment of the American Gov-
ernment. Our Nation faces grave new dan-
gers, and our Nation must fully support 
the men and women of our military who 
confront these dangers on our behalf. 

The Department of Defense and the 
Military Construction Appropriations bills I 
sign today will make our country more se-
cure, make our military forces more pre-
pared, and reward military families for their 
sacrifice in service. 

These bills, passed with bipartisan sup-
port, send a message: America is united; 
America is strong; and America will remain 
strong. 

I appreciate so very much Vice President 
Cheney joining me today. He is a great 
Vice President. I appreciate Secretary of 
Defense Donald Rumsfeld joining me 
today. He’s a great Secretary of Defense. 
I appreciate Deputy Secretary Wolfowitz 
coming. I want to thank Tom White, the 
Secretary of the Army. I want to thank 
the Members of the Congress who have 
joined us today, both Democrat and Re-
publican: Senator Byron Dorgan of North 
Dakota, Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania, Bill 
Young of Florida, Dave Hobson of Ohio, 
and Jim Moran of Virginia. 

I want to thank the service chiefs who 
are here. They’ve done such a good job 
for our country. I want to thank their senior 
enlisted advisers. I want to thank the 
friends of the United States military who 
are here in the Rose Garden today. I want 
to thank those who wear the uniform who 
are here. And I welcome my fellow Ameri-
cans. 

Since September the 11th, Americans 
have been reminded that the safety of 
many depends on the courage and skill of 
a few. We’ve asked our military to bring 

justice to agents of terror. We’ve asked our 
military to liberate a captive people on the 
other side of the Earth. We’ve asked our 
military to prepare for conflict in Iraq, if 
it proves necessary. We’re asking young 
Americans to serve in many places far from 
home and at great risk. We owe them every 
resource, every weapon, and every tool they 
need to fulfill their missions. 

The best military in the world must have 
every advantage required to defend the 
peace of the world. And the best military 
in the world is making good progress on 
this, the first war of the 21st century. 

It’s a different kind of war. Our military 
knows it. After all, we’re on an international 
manhunt. We’re chasing coldblooded killers 
down, one killer at a time. And we’re mak-
ing good progress. We’ve hauled in or ar-
rested, thanks to our military and our 
friends and allies, over a couple of thou-
sand killers, and like number weren’t as 
lucky. In either case, they’re no longer a 
threat to the American people. 

Sometimes the American people will see 
the progress we’re making, and sometimes 
they won’t. They just need to know that 
the United States military is after them, 
one person at a time. 

The bill I sign today also sends a clear 
signal to friend and foe alike that it doesn’t 
matter how long it takes to defend our 
freedom; the United States of America will 
stay the course. There is no timetable in 
the Oval Office here behind me that says, 
at a certain period of time we no longer 
care deeply about our freedoms, and there-
fore we’re going to quit. There’s no such 
timetable. The bill today says America is 
determined and resolute to not only defend 
our freedom but defend freedom around 
the world, that we’re determined and reso-
lute to answer the call to history, and that 
we will defeat terror. 
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This year’s defense bill provides nearly 
$355 billion to protect our country, more 
than $37 billion increase from fiscal year 
2002—for fiscal year 2002. We’re matching 
increased funding with clear priorities. 

First, this legislation takes care of our 
men and women in uniform and their fami-
lies. We provide the money for a pay in-
crease of 4.1 percent for service members, 
provide for additional full-time support per-
sonnel for the National Guard and Re-
serves, continue to reduce the out-of-pock-
et cost for housing for our service members 
and their families. 

The Military Construction Appropriations 
bill adds $10.5 billion for building and up-
grading military installations and for mili-
tary family housing. We’re taking care of 
our people. We want the people who wear 
the uniform to know America appreciates 
their service. 

Secondly, this year’s defense bill will en-
sure that our military is ready and well-
equipped. We increased funds for oper-
ations and maintenance by more than $5 
billion, provide nearly $72 billion for weap-
on procurement, an $11 billion increase. 
Today’s American forces are ready and able 
to deploy to any point in the globe to de-
feat any foe, and we’re going to keep it 
that way. 

Third, this legislation begins developing 
the next generations of weaponry that will 
win battles in the future. We invest almost 
$58 billion in research and development. 
At the same time, the bill ends some weap-
ons systems that aren’t going to meet the 
needs of the future, and that’s an important 
contribution to our military. To have the 
willingness to say, ‘‘This program works, 
and this one doesn’t,’’ is important. So we 
ended the Crusader artillery program, a 
program that was designed for a different 
era. 

Instead, we will fund new systems, sys-
tems that will enable our military to do 
a more effective job at defending America 
and our freedoms, systems such as the un-
manned aerial vehicles like the Predator 

and the Global Hawk that we’ve used so 
effectively in Afghanistan. 

We fund efforts to adopt cold war sys-
tems like the Trident submarine to meet 
the new 21st century missions. We fund 
over $7 billion to protect America and our 
friends from the threat of ballistic missiles. 

I’m grateful that Congress completed its 
important work on defense and military 
construction appropriations bills. I want to 
thank them for working hard on these two 
important pieces of legislation. I appreciate 
the bipartisan spirit. 

There’s still important work to complete. 
For example, Congress has yet to act on 
my proposal to nearly double overall fund-
ing for homeland defense, including my re-
quest for unprecedented funding levels for 
police and firefighters and emergency med-
ical personnel who are on the frontlines 
of defending our citizens. 

In addition, our new homeland—Depart-
ment of Homeland Security is stalled in 
the Senate. The defense bill I will sign 
today funds our soldiers, sailors, airmen, 
and Marines, all of which exist in a single 
Department. That Department was created 
by President Harry Truman when he reor-
ganized our Nation’s defense structure to 
meet the security threats of a new era. 

Today we are once again in a new era. 
Yet our homeland security activities are 
spread among more than 100 different 
Government agencies. America needs a sin-
gle Department of Government dedicated 
to protecting our people and to protecting 
our homeland. We can’t wait any longer. 
The threats to America are simply too 
great. Providing for the security of our 
country is a broader task than just keeping 
our military strong. I look forward to work-
ing with Congress on all the measures 
needed to build the strength and security 
of the greatest nation on the face of the 
Earth. 

It is now my honor to sign the Depart-
ment of Defense Appropriations Act and 
the Military Construction Appropriations 
Act. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 10:40 a.m. in October 23, were assigned Public Law No. 
the Rose Garden at the White House. H.R. 107–248 and Public Law No. 107–249, re-
5010, the Department of Defense Appro- spectively. The Office of the Press Secretary 
priations Act, and H.R. 5011, the Military also released a Spanish language transcript 
Construction Appropriation Act, approved of these remarks. 

Statement on Signing the Department of Defense Appropriations Act, 2003 
October 23, 2002 

Today I have signed into law H.R. 5010, 
the ‘‘Department of Defense Appropria-
tions Act, 2003,’’ which provides $354.8 bil-
lion for national security programs adminis-
tered by the Department of Defense. 

I appreciate the bipartisan effort that has 
gone into producing this Act. It abides by 
an aggregate FY 2003 funding level that 
I support of $759 billion, which is con-
sistent with the House-passed Budget Reso-
lution. My Administration appreciates that 
the Congress has completed the FY 2003 
Defense and Military Construction appro-
priations bills. 

I am disappointed that the Act does not 
fund the $10 billion I requested to support 
the war on terrorism. I am also concerned 
that the Act cuts $2.7 billion from my re-
quest for operations and maintenance ac-
tivities at the very time our Armed Forces 
are engaged in a battle against global ter-
rorism. Without these funds, we may be 
forced to reduce other important programs 
to finance the war on terrorism. 

Sections 8007 and 8111 of the Act pro-
hibit the use of funds to initiate a special 
access program or to initiate a new start 
program, unless the congressional defense 
committees receive advance notice of such 
initiation. The U.S. Supreme Court has 
stated that the President’s authority to clas-
sify and control access to information bear-
ing on national security flows from the 
Constitution and does not depend upon a 
legislative grant of authority. Although the 
advance notice contemplated by sections 
8007 and 8111 can be provided in most 

situations as a matter of comity, situations 
may arise, especially in wartime, in which 
the President must act promptly under his 
constitutional grants of executive power and 
authority as Commander in Chief of the 
Armed Forces while protecting certain ex-
traordinarily sensitive national security in-
formation. The executive branch shall con-
strue sections 8007 and 8111 in a manner 
consistent with the constitutional authority 
of the President. 

Section 8066 of the Act provides that, 
notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
no funds available to the Department of 
Defense for fiscal year 2003 may be used 
to transfer defense articles or services, 
other than intelligence services, to another 
nation or an international organization for 
international peacekeeping, peace-enforce-
ment, or humanitarian assistance oper-
ations, until 15 days after the executive 
branch notifies six committees of Congress 
of the planned transfer. The provision does 
not affect transfers using funds available to 
the Department of Defense if the recipient 
is other than a nation or an international 
organization or if the transfer is of intel-
ligence services, such as provision of or ac-
commodation procurements for imagery in-
telligence, geospatial information, or 
cryptological support. The provision also 
does not affect transfers of defense articles 
or defense services using funds contained 
in the Act that are available to the Central 
Intelligence Agency rather than the Depart-
ment of Defense. To the extent that protec-
tion of the U.S. Armed Forces deployed 
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for international peacekeeping, peace-en-
forcement, or humanitarian assistance oper-
ations might require action of a kind cov-
ered by section 8066 sooner than 15 days 
after notification, the executive branch shall 
construe section 8066 in a manner con-
sistent with my constitutional duty as Com-
mander in Chief of the Armed Forces. 

A proviso in the Act’s appropriation for 
‘‘Operation and Maintenance, Defense-
Wide’’ prohibits implementation of, and 
purports to prohibit planning for, consolida-
tion of certain offices within the Depart-
ment of Defense. Similarly, section 8121 
of the Act purports to specify the content 
of future Department of Defense budgetary 
and programming plans. The executive 
branch shall construe these provisions relat-
ing to planning in a manner consistent with 
the President’s constitutional authority to 
require the opinions of the heads of depart-
ments and to recommend for congressional 
consideration such measures as the Presi-
dent shall judge necessary and expedient. 

Section 8094 of the Act provides that, 
in implementing a health care interagency 
partnership under that section, Native Ha-
waiians shall have the status of Native 
Americans who are eligible for the 

healthcare services provided by the Indian 
Health Service. The executive branch shall 
implement section 8094 in a manner con-
sistent with the requirement to afford equal 
protection of the laws under the Due Proc-
ess Clause of the Fifth Amendment to the 
Constitution. 

Section 8116 of the Act makes certain 
appropriated funds available for transpor-
tation, food, lodging, supplies, fees, and 
training materials for members of the 
Armed Forces and their immediate family 
members while participating in chaplain-led 
programs, such as retreats and conferences, 
that assist them in building and maintaining 
a strong family structure. In implementing 
this provision, the executive branch shall 
accord the fullest respect to the funda-
mental constitutional right of free exercise 
of religion, subject to the constitutional lim-
itation on establishment of religion and any 
other applicable law. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
October 23, 2002. 

NOTE: H.R. 5010, approved October 23, was 
assigned Public Law No. 107–248. 

Statement on Signing the Military Construction Appropriation Act, 2003 
October 23, 2002 

Today I have signed into law H.R. 5011, 
the ‘‘Military Construction Appropriations 
Act, 2003,’’ which provides $10.5 billion for 
Department of Defense military construc-
tion and family housing programs. The Act 
ensures the Nation’s military construction 
priorities are met and provides the re-
sources and infrastructure for our fighting 
forces at home and abroad. My Administra-
tion is committed to improving military 
housing and the quality of life of our uni-
formed defenders and their families, and 
this bill clearly reflects that commitment. 

Sections 107, 110, and 113 of the Act 
provide for notice to the Congress of relo-
cation of activities between military installa-
tions, initiation of a new installation abroad, 
or U.S. military exercises involving 
$100,000 in construction costs. The U.S. 
Supreme Court has stated that the Presi-
dent’s authority to classify and control ac-
cess to information bearing on national se-
curity flows from the Constitution and does 

1871 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00720 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.016 193761

Oct. 23 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

not depend upon a legislative grant of au-
thority. Although the notice can be pro-
vided in most situations as a matter of com-
ity, situations may arise, especially in war-
time, in which the President must act 
promptly under his constitutional grants of 
executive power and authority as Com-
mander in Chief while protecting sensitive 
national security information. The executive 
branch shall construe these sections in a 
manner consistent with the President’s con-
stitutional authority. 

Section 119 provides for the Secretary 
of Defense to submit a report to the Con-
gress with details of proposed actions to 
encourage certain cooperating nations to as-
sume a greater share of the common de-
fense burden. The executive branch shall 

Remarks on Children’s Online Safety 
October 23, 2002 

Thank you all for coming. Welcome to 
the White House. And thanks for the work 
that most of you do on behalf of protecting 
this country’s children. Because children 
are so vulnerable, they need the constant 
protection of adults. And because children 
are so vulnerable, they’re often the targets 
of cruel and ruthless criminals. 

I am deeply saddened by the recent trag-
edy that we’ve seen here in Washington. 
There is a ruthless person on the loose. 
I’ve ordered the full resources of the Fed-
eral Government to help local law enforce-
ment officials in their efforts to capture 
this person. Laura and I join our fellow 
Americans in prayer as we pray for the 
families and friends who have lost loved 
ones, as we pray for the safety of our fellow 
citizens, as we pray for the quick end to 
this period of violence and fear. 

Protecting children from sexual exploi-
tation is also a priority. It needs to be a 
priority and is a priority of this country. 
Earlier this month, I convened the first 

construe this provision in a manner con-
sistent with the President’s constitutional 
authority to withhold information, the dis-
closure of which could impair foreign rela-
tions, the national security, the deliberative 
processes of the Executive, or the perform-
ance of the Executive’s constitutional du-
ties. The Secretary of Defense will, of 
course, continue as a matter of comity to 
keep the Congress appropriately informed 
of the matters addressed by section 119. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
October 23, 2002. 

NOTE: H.R. 5011, approved October 23, was 
assigned Public Law No. 107–249. 

ever White House Conference on Missing, 
Exploited, and Runaway Children, and 
those efforts continue today. 

I’ve just met with law enforcement rep-
resentatives from the Federal, State, and 
local level from several States who spend 
their time tracking down and prosecuting 
online predators. These officials are impres-
sive people. They’re the best of America. 
They’re doing difficult and disturbing and 
essential work. And I thank them for com-
ing here today. 

Our Nation has made this commitment: 
Anyone who targets a child for harm will 
be a primary target of law enforcement. 
That’s our commitment. Anyone who takes 
the life or innocence of a child will be 
punished to the full extent of the law. 

Today I want to discuss with you several 
aggressive steps we are taking to protect 
our children from exploitation and from 
danger on the Internet. 

I appreciate so very much Robert 
Mueller, the Director of the FBI, is here 
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with us today. I thank you for your service, 
for your good work. I want to thank the 
Deputy Attorney General of the Depart-
ment of Justice, Larry Thompson, for being 
here. Mr. Deputy, thanks for coming. Bob 
Bonners, the Commissioner of the U.S. 
Customs Service, is with us today. They 
play an integral role in helping to catch 
these predators overseas. 

Federal, State, and law enforcement offi-
cers and prosecutors who are here with 
us today, ranging from California to Ala-
bama to Maryland—from all around the 
country. I want to thank you all for being 
here to hear this progress and commitment 
that we share for our country. 

When a child’s life or innocence is taken, 
a grave and unforgivable act has occurred. 
A parent’s worst nightmare has become 
real. And you all here are on the frontlines 
of this great struggle to see to it that no 
parent has to live through the nightmare. 
That’s what you’re doing. 

The Internet is a remarkable technology. 
We’ve all learned that. It’s revolutionized 
education, vastly increased the flow of in-
formation, increases our knowledge. We’re 
now in closer touch with our family and 
friends. People are now connected across 
the globe. It’s an exciting tool. But more 
than half of our Nation children now on-
line—let me start over—more than half of 
the Nation is now online, and 75 percent 
of the children are online. 

The flow of information is freer and 
broader. Yet the new freedom presents us 
with an unprecedented challenge, a tech-
nology that brings knowledge also brings 
obscenity and danger. Until recently, the 
worst kind of pornography was mainly lim-
ited to red-light districts or restricted to 
adults or confined by geography, isolated 
by shame. With the Internet, pornography 
is now instantly available to any child who 
has a computer. And in the hands of the 
wrong people, in the hands of incredibly 
wicked people, the Internet is a tool that 
lures children into real danger. 

Sexual predators use the Internet to dis-
tribute child pornography and obscenity. 
They use the Internet to engage in sexually 
explicit conversations. They use the Inter-
net to lure children out of the safety of 
their homes into harm’s way. Every day, 
millions of children log on to the Internet, 
and every day we learn more about the 
evil of the world that has crept into it. 
In a single year, one in four children be-
tween the ages of 10 and 17 is voluntarily— 
involuntarily exposed to pornography. 
That’s one in four children. One in five 
children receives a sexual solicitation over 
the Internet. One in 17 children is threat-
ened or harassed. We’ve got a widespread 
problem, and we’re going to deal with it. 

We don’t accept this kind of degrading. 
It’s unacceptable to America. We don’t ac-
cept offensive conduct like this in our 
schools, in the commercial establishments, 
and we can’t accept it in our homes. We 
cannot allow this to happen to our children. 
The chief responsibility to protect Amer-
ica’s children lies with their parents. You 
are responsible for the welfare of your 
child. It’s your responsibility. 

There are several practical things parents 
can do to protect their children from the 
dangers of online predators. First of all, 
pay attention to your children. If you love 
your children, pay attention to them. Know 
what they’re doing. Share your experience 
with your children. Make it clear to your 
children about the potential online dangers 
they face. Make it clear to them the kinds 
of web sites they need to avoid. 

Children need to be told to never pro-
vide personal information to anyone online. 
It seems like a simple parental responsi-
bility. Mothers and dads all across America 
need to do their job and make it clear 
to their children there can be danger by 
providing personal information. Don’t share 
any passwords—that’s a logical thing for a 
mom or a dad to do, tell their children 
not to share a password with a total strang-
er. Don’t agree to meet with somebody 
they’ve never met. Don’t agree to meet 
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with somebody that chats them up on the 
Internet, unless the mom or dad is with 
them. 

Parents should keep computers in a cen-
tral location and check up on what their 
kids are doing. They ought to not ignore 
what their children are doing. They ought 
to pay attention to their children. They 
have a responsibility. A mother or dad 
ought to pay just as much attention to their 
child when they’re on the Internet as if 
they’re in the playground or walking in the 
mall. 

Parents have the first and foremost re-
sponsibility. Yet we as a society share this 
duty as well, and that’s what we were talk-
ing about today. Parents need allies in the 
upbringing of their children. Our Nation 
should make the essential work of mothers 
and fathers easier, not harder. Our Govern-
ment, at every level, must take the side 
of responsible parents, and we will. 

We’re waging an aggressive nationwide 
effort to prevent the use of the Internet 
to sexually exploit and endanger children. 
That’s what we’re doing. I want to share 
some of that with you today. Through an 
FBI program called Innocent Images, we 
identify, we investigate, and we prosecute 
sexual predators across the country. 

FBI agents are obtaining evidence of 
criminal Internet activity by conducting un-
dercover operations, using fictitious screen 
names and entering into online chat rooms. 
I had the honor of listening to one such 
FBI agent today. She was telling us what 
it’s like to deal with these sick minds. Inter-
esting, afterwards I said, ‘‘It must be tough 
to do the job you do.’’ She says, ‘‘I’ve got 
two children. I don’t want it to ever happen 
to any child.’’ I appreciate your dedication. 

Innocent Images prosecutions increased 
by more than 50 percent over the last 2 
years. We’re making progress. Just like 
we’re hunting the terrorists down one at 
a time, we’re hunting these predators down 
one at a time too. Based on the progress, 
I’m pleased to announce that we will ex-
pand this program and significantly increase 

the funding in the next fiscal year. We will 
also seek to almost double funding for the 
Internet Crimes Against Children Task 
Forces, from $6.5 million in fiscal year 
2002 to $12.5 million in fiscal 2003. These 
task forces help State and local authorities 
enforce laws against child pornography and 
exploitation. 

Since 1998, the task forces have helped 
train more than 1,500 prosecutors and 
1,900 investigators. They’ve served 700 
search warrants and 1,400 subpoenas. The 
task forces have provided direct, investiga-
tive assistance in more than 3,000 cases. 
They’ve arrested more than 1,400 suspects. 
These task forces are a great success. 
They’re a great success because we’ve got 
a lot of good people working on these 
projects, a lot of dedicated Americans 
whose stomachs turn when they realize 
what’s happening to our children, great 
Americans who decided to do something 
about it. This additional funding I’ve an-
nounced means that in—we’ll increase the 
number of regional task forces up to 40 
around the country. 

Our efforts to fight Internet exploitation 
of children extend throughout this Govern-
ment, throughout all levels of government. 
The U.S. Postal Inspection Service provides 
an important role in tracking sexual preda-
tors, because child pornographers often use 
the mail to purchase obscene materials off 
the Internet. In Operation Avalanche, post-
al inspectors created an undercover web 
site which they used to bring down what 
is to believe—what is believed to be the 
largest commercial child pornography en-
terprise ever encountered by law enforce-
ment authorities in the United States. It 
started in Texas. It ended in Texas because 
of the hard work of the postal inspectors, 
the good work of prosecutors, and the sen-
tencing of one tough Federal judge. 

The Customs Service is conducting Op-
eration Hamlet, which earlier this year dis-
mantled an international ring of child mo-
lesters, an international ring of sick minds. 
Acting on a tip from European authorities, 
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customs officers tracked down child molest-
ers in the United States, many of whom 
were molesting their own children and dis-
tributing the images of these children on 
the Internet. Authorities have identified 25 
individuals involved in this ring, 14 of 
whom were Americans. Through Operation 
Hamlet, 65 children have been rescued. 

We’re taking aggressive steps to protect 
children from exploitation and victimization. 
And the United States Congress can help 
by passing the ‘‘Child Obscenity and Por-
nography Prevention Act.’’ The House has 
passed this important bill, and I want to 
thank them for their good work. 

The House passed a bill which makes 
it illegal for child pornographers to dissemi-
nate obscene, computer-generated images 
of children. It’s an important piece of legis-
lation. The Senate needs to act soon. The 
Senate needs to get moving and join the 
House in providing our prosecutors with 
the tools necessary to help shut down this 
obscenity, this crime—these crimes against 
children. 

When a child’s life or innocence is taken, 
a grave and unforgivable act has occurred. 
A parent’s worst nightmare has come real. 
The people in this room are on the 
frontlines of a great struggle, determined 
to see that no parent is forced to live 
through a nightmare. 

I’m tremendously grateful for the good 
works. I want to thank you all for being 
true patriots. I want you to know, at the 
Federal level, we’re joining in the fight. 
We’ll go after them, one person at a time, 
to make America a promising place for ev-
erybody who lives here. 

May God bless your work, and may God 
bless America. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m. in 
Room 450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building. In his remarks, he 
referred to the sniper attacks in the Wash-
ington, DC, area which began October 2 and 
left 10 dead and 3 injured. The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish 
language transcript of these remarks. 

Statement on Signing the Russian Democracy Act of 2002 
October 23, 2002 

I have today signed into law H.R. 2121, 
the ‘‘Russian Democracy Act of 2002.’’ This 
Act seeks to promote democracy, the rule 
of law, and an independent media in the 
Russian Federation. 

Section 3(b) of the Act purports to estab-
lish U.S. policy towards Russia. My ap-
proval of the Act does not constitute my 
adoption of the statements of policy in sec-
tion 3(b) as U.S. foreign policy. Given the 
Constitution’s commitment to the presi-
dency of the authority to conduct the Na-
tion’s foreign affairs, the executive branch 

shall construe such policy statements as ad-
visory, giving them the due weight that 
comity between the legislative and execu-
tive branches should require, to the extent 
consistent with U.S. foreign policy. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
October 23, 2002. 

NOTE: H.R. 2121, approved October 23, was 
assigned Public Law No. 107–246. 
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Remarks in Charlotte, North Carolina 
October 24, 2002 

Thank you all for coming. I’m glad to 
be back in North Carolina, and thanks for 
such a warm welcome. I want to talk about 
some things that are important. I want to 
talk about the future of this great country. 
We’ve got some tough tasks ahead of us. 
No question in my mind, we can accom-
plish anything we set our mind to. We’re 
the greatest nation on the face of the 
Earth. 

I want to talk to you about how to make 
our country safer, stronger, and better. And 
one way to do so is to send Elizabeth Dole 
to the United States Senate. There is no 
question in my mind, she is the right per-
son for the job for North Carolina. 

The senior Senator from North Carolina 
is retiring after a lot of good years of serv-
ice to our country. I admire his service— 
no finer gentleman in the United States 
Senate. He represented North Carolina 
well. He’s a credit to our country. And 
the right person to follow Senator Jesse 
Helms is soon-to-be Senator Elizabeth 
Dole. 

She married well, and so did I. The truth 
of the matter is, Senator Dole—the male 
Senator Dole—and I married above our-
selves. Laura sends her best. I just talked 
to her on the phone. She’s on our—she 
wishes she could be here. She’s on our 
ranch in Texas. It’s been raining, so she 
needs to sweep the porch, because the 
President of China is coming tomorrow. 
[Laughter] 

But she’s doing great. She sends her love 
to Elizabeth, her best to all the candidates. 
She sends her best to all the friends of 
ours in North Carolina. I’m really proud 
of the job she’s done on behalf of the 
American people. 

I want to thank you all for coming, be-
cause it gives me a chance to thank you 
for what you have done and for what you’re 
going to do. And what I hope you do, and 

I think you’re going to do, is go to your 
coffee shops and your places of worship 
and your community centers and remind 
people that in America they have a duty 
to vote, that in this country there is a re-
sponsibility that comes with being a United 
States citizen. We expect you to vote. We 
expect you to do your duty. 

And by the way, when you’re reminding 
them to vote, you might make a couple 
of suggestions. [Laughter] One suggestion 
is Elizabeth Dole. When you’re getting on 
the telephone and when you’re putting up 
the signs and when you’re mailing the mail-
ers, the grassroots that makes a difference 
in an election, make sure you do so—if 
you’re living in Robin Hayes’s district—to 
send Robin Hayes back to the United 
States Congress. 

I appreciate Robin. I appreciate talking 
to him. I appreciate his firm stands on na-
tional security, and he’s kind of wearing 
me out when it comes to jobs in North 
Carolina. [Laughter] He cares deeply about 
the people in his district and the people 
of this State. He cares deeply about making 
sure people can find work. And I appre-
ciate his deep concern. I appreciate work-
ing with him to make sure our economy 
continues to grow. 

With us today as well is Congressman 
Cass Ballenger. He’s another friend. He’s 
another good one you sent up to the 
United States Congress from the State of 
North Carolina. And I’m real proud of Sue 
Myrick. She’s done a great job. She’s a 
fine soul. She’s got those North Carolina 
values etched in her heart, and she rep-
resents you well in the United States Con-
gress. I want to wish Carolyn Grant all 
the best, and hope for—the folks in her 
district realize she is the best candidate for 
the United States Congress. 
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I’m thankful for the mayor being here. 
Mr. Mayor, thanks for your time. [Ap-
plause] You’ve got a—a couple of your rel-
atives showed up, Mayor. [Laughter] 

You’ve got a lot of great candidates run-
ning for your court, particularly the su-
preme court. And I hope, as you’re getting 
out to work, you make sure you’ve got a 
bench that is strong, a bench where people 
aren’t on there to legislate but to interpret 
the constitution of the State of North Caro-
lina. 

And speaking about benches, another 
reason we need Elizabeth Dole in the Sen-
ate, besides the fact that she’s going to 
do a great job for North Carolina, is I’ve 
got to have United States Senators who 
will work with me to make sure our Fed-
eral judiciary is strong. The record—I’m 
picking good people to be judges—good, 
solid, honorable people to be the judges 
on the Federal judiciary, people who will 
strictly interpret the Constitution of the 
United States, not people who will use the 
bench to write new legislation. 

And the record of this United States Sen-
ate is a lousy record. They have politicized 
the process. They have distorted the 
records of many of our good candidates 
we put forward. They’re playing petty poli-
tics with the candidates that I put up there. 
We’re not getting a hearing fast enough. 
The percentage of judges is the worst in 
modern history, percentage of judges ap-
proved, and that’s not right. 

Let me tell you about one, Terry Boyle 
from North Carolina, I nominated for the 
fourth circuit court. I nominated him a long 
while ago. He can’t even get a hearing. 
For the sake of a good, sound judiciary, 
we need to change the United States Sen-
ate, and you can start by electing Elizabeth 
Dole to the Senate. 

You got a good shot, if you go out and 
vote and you work hard, to capture the 
legislature. And that’s important. So I’m 
here not only to tout the candidacies of 
some fine people, but I’m here to thank 
you—thank you for getting to—getting 

ready to get to work. We’re coming down 
the stretch. Candidates can’t win without 
you. So do your duty. Convince your neigh-
bors to do their duty. And by the way, 
make sure you not only talk to Republicans 
but talk to some Democrats. Some of these 
Democrats understand the difference be-
tween good Government and bad Govern-
ment. They know the difference between 
a good candidate and a bad candidate. They 
know the difference between plain talk and 
somebody who is going to cloud up the 
issues. And also find those who don’t give 
a hoot about a political party and turn them 
out to vote. It’s the right thing for America 
to do that. 

I appreciate so very much Elizabeth’s 
focus on education. I share the same focus. 
We share the same philosophy. It starts 
with the belief that every child can learn. 
That’s an important distinction. It’s impor-
tant to have that ingrained in your heart. 
If you believe every child can learn, it 
means you’re going to insist upon high 
standards and high expectations. It means 
you’re willing to challenge what I call the 
soft bigotry of low expectations. If you 
lower the bar, if you believe certain chil-
dren can’t learn, if you believe certain 
inner-city kids can’t possibly learn, if you 
believe children whose parents may not 
speak English as a first language can’t 
learn, then you’re willing to have low stand-
ards and low expectations. And that’s not 
right for America. 

Secondly, Elizabeth and I not only be-
lieve you ought to set high standards, we 
believe in local control of schools. We be-
lieve that you got to trust the local folks. 
Listen, the people who care more about 
the children of North Carolina are the peo-
ple of North Carolina, not people living 
in Washington, DC. 

We’re spending Federal money on edu-
cation. As a matter of fact, North Carolina 
will receive $1 billion of Federal monies, 
and that’s good. And it’s monies targeted 
to people who need help. But for the first 
time, we’re starting to ask the question, 
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Are we getting a return on our dollars 
spent? 

See, for the first time the United States 
Congress has said, ‘‘For money spent, we 
expect every child to learn because we be-
lieve every child can learn. Therefore, you 
got to show us whether or not the children 
can read and write and add and subtract.’’ 
And if not—first of all, if so, we’ll heap 
praise where it belongs, and that’s on your 
teachers and your parents and your prin-
cipals who are working hard to make sure 
there’s a quality education for every child. 
But if the accountability system shows that 
there are children trapped in schools which 
will not teach and will not change, you 
better make sure you’ve got public rep-
resentatives who are willing to challenge 
the status quo. No child should be left be-
hind in America. I look forward to working 
with Elizabeth on education matters, based 
upon the philosophy I just outlined. 

I look forward to working with her to 
make sure medicine works. Listen, medi-
cine has changed; Medicare hasn’t. Medi-
cine is modern; Medicare is stuck. And yet 
it’s an incredibly important program. It’s 
a promise which we have made to our sen-
iors. It’s a promise that we must keep for 
the sake of having a stronger America and 
a better America. I look forward to working 
with Elizabeth Dole to make sure that 
Medicare is modern, just like medicine, and 
the seniors have got a prescription drug 
plan. 

We share the same view that if some-
body is looking for work in America and 
can’t find a job, that we need to do every-
thing we can to increase jobs in America, 
that we ought to be thinking about pro-
growth policies—pro-growth so people can 
find work, not pro-growth so the Federal 
Government expands; pro-growth so that 
the person here in North Carolina who’s 
looking for work is able to put food on 
the table. That’s what we want. And one 
way to do that is to let people keep more 
of their own money. 

We read from the same textbook. It says, 
if a person has more money in their pocket, 
he or she is more likely to demand a good 
or a service. And when somebody demands 
a good or a service in our society, in the 
marketplace, somebody is more likely to 
produce the good or a service. And when 
somebody produces that good or a service, 
somebody in North Carolina, or elsewhere 
in America, is more likely to find work. 

The best way to invigorate a sluggish 
economy, the best way to make sure that 
people are able to find work, is to let peo-
ple keep more of their own money. The 
tax cuts that Elizabeth Dole supports will 
provide the people of North Carolina, over 
the next 10 years, $28 billion in income 
tax and death tax relief, $4.5 billion in child 
credit relief, $1.8 billion in marriage pen-
alty relief, billions of dollars over the next 
10 years to be in your pocket so you can 
decide what to do with it, so you can help 
invigorate the economy by just doing what 
you normally do, which is, demand a good 
or a service. 

But the issue is alive and well because 
there are some in Washington that do not 
want to make the tax relief plan we put 
in place permanent. See, it’s temporary. I 
need a United States Senator to join me— 
with me to make sure that tax relief is 
permanent. How can you plan if tax relief 
is temporary? How can you run your small 
business if you’re not sure what the tax 
rules are going to be? It doesn’t make any 
sense to say, ‘‘On the one hand, we giveth; 
on the other hand, we taketh away.’’ We 
need a United States Senate that will make 
the tax relief permanent. 

I know it makes some of them nervous 
up there to hear us talking about that. But 
they’ve got to understand that small busi-
ness is the engine of economic vitality for 
America. Seventy percent of new jobs are 
created by small businesses. We want the 
entrepreneurial spirit to flourish. We want 
small businesses to be able to grow to be 
big businesses. And one way you do so 
is, you let them keep more money in their 
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pocket. That’s how you encourage small-
business growth. And by cutting the indi-
vidual tax rates, which most small busi-
nesses pay because they’re sole proprietor-
ships or limited partnerships, we are invig-
orating the small-business sector of Amer-
ica. 

I believe this economy is going to be 
fine, because interest rates are low, infla-
tion is low, and productivity is high. It’s 
also going to be fine because the entrepre-
neurial spirit is strong in America. That 
dream is a big dream for people. Today 
we’ve got with us David and Helen-Marie 
Berthold. They started their own business. 
It’s called Ehren-Haus Industries. It’s a 
plastics and wire company. They had a 
dream. They wanted to own their own busi-
ness. They wanted to make employment 
opportunities available in North Carolina. 
They worked hard to build up their own 
business, and they’re pretty darn good 
about it, by the way. David and Marie won 
the 2001 Entrepreneurial Award from the 
Charlotte Chamber of Commerce. Marie 
is the National Association of Women Busi-
ness Owners Woman of the Year. They 
know what they’re doing. 

But let me tell you what they’re worried 
about. They’re worried about overregula-
tion. They see reams of regulations coming 
out of these bureaucracies at the Federal 
and State level. I look forward to working 
with Elizabeth Dole to make it easier for 
small businesses to prosper, not harder for 
small businesses to prosper, by reducing 
unnecessary regulations. 

Let me tell you what else they’re worried 
about—and so am I. They’re worried that 
they’re not going to be able to leave their 
business to their family. If you’re a farmer 
or you’re a rancher or you’re a small-busi-
ness owner, the death tax is an incredibly 
punitive tax. See, people work all their life 
to build up their small business, like David 
and Helen-Marie have done. You’ve got 
farmers here in North Carolina, worked all 
their life to build up their farms and then 
want to leave it to their child. But the 

death tax oftentimes prevents people from 
doing that. It means a person’s assets are 
taxed twice. It means the Federal Govern-
ment gets in between the owner of the 
asset and the person they want to leave 
it to. You need to have a United States 
Senator who speaks plainly on how bad the 
death tax is to America and make sure that 
the death tax is repealed forever. 

Let me talk about one other issue right 
quick, about domestic policy. And I worry 
about the cost of health care, and I’m wor-
ried about the accessibility of health care. 
And one reason the cost of health care 
is up and one reason there’s fewer doctors 
practicing medicine is because there’s too 
many junk and frivolous lawsuits hurting 
our docs. We want people to have access 
to the courts, but you can’t have access 
to the courts when you’ve got frivolous law-
suits filed all over the place. And you’ve 
got docs being run out of business. 

I was in Mississippi the other day, and 
I was talking to a young doctor who had 
moved down to the Delta. He followed his 
heart. He and his wife moved to the Delta 
from up North because they wanted to help 
people who couldn’t help themselves with 
medicine. The lawsuits, the trial lawyers 
have made it so hard for this guy to prac-
tice compassionate medicine. He said, ‘‘I’ve 
had it. I’m moving back home.’’ 

Listen, we can have a health care system 
that’s responsive. We need a legal system 
that takes care of people who are injured. 
But we need a law at the Federal level, 
a medical liability reform law that prevents 
the plaintiff’s attorneys of America from 
driving up health care costs and driving 
good people out of medicine. 

No, there’s a lot of work we’re going 
to do together to make sure that America 
is a stronger place, make sure the economy 
goes forward, make sure people get edu-
cated. We’ve also got to make sure America 
is a secure place, safer place. It’s the big-
gest challenge we have right now in Amer-
ica, is to protect the homeland. 
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You’ve just got to know that there’s an 
enemy out there lurking around which 
hates America. They just do. And they hate 
us because of what we love. We love free-
dom, is what we love. We love to be able 
to worship an Almighty any way we see 
fit in America. We value our elections, al-
though the candidates may be getting a lit-
tle tired of it. We value open discourse. 
We value a free press. We value freedom. 
And so long as we love freedom, there’s 
going to be an enemy out there which 
hates what we love. You’ve just got to un-
derstand that. 

We’re in a new era. Oceans no longer 
protect us. After September 11th, 2001, we 
learned a harsh lesson here in America— 
that reality has changed. It used to be, 
when we were coming up or when we were 
younger, that two oceans could protect us. 
And there would be a conflict overseas, 
and the United States had the luxury of 
picking and choosing whether or not we 
wanted to participate in the conflict. We 
had that luxury, but it’s changed. And 
America must understand it has changed. 
No longer can we assume oceans will pro-
tect us—as a matter of fact, quite the con-
trary. We must assume that the enemy is 
coming, and we’ve got to do everything we 
can to protect the homeland. 

That’s why I started talking about the 
issue of Iraq. In the new reality, we must 
view all threats—we must take all threats 
seriously. We must have a cold, hard look 
at every threat facing America. And the 
man over there in Iraq is a threat. After 
all, he has gassed his own people. He hates 
what we stand for. He hates what America 
believes in. He has not only gassed his own 
people; he used weapons of mass destruc-
tion on his own people. He’s used weapons 
of mass destruction on countries in his 
neighborhood. He has told the world he 
won’t have weapons of mass destruction; 
for 11 years he’s lied. Time and time and 
time again, he has lied. Time and time 
and time again, the United Nations has 

passed resolutions telling him, ‘‘Disarm.’’ 
He’s totally ignored the resolutions. 

So here is our strategy. Our strategy is 
to make it clear to the United Nations: 
We want you to be effective. We don’t 
want you to be the League of Nations. We 
want you to be an effective United Nations. 
It’s your choice to make. We’re sending 
a clear message to Mr. Saddam Hussein: 
We believe in peace in America. We want 
the world to be peaceful, not only for our-
selves but for people in your neighborhood. 
And so you must disarm. You said you 
would disarm, and you must disarm. It’s 
your choice to make. 

We have made the call to the inter-
national community and to Mr. Saddam 
Hussein, himself, to disarm. But my 
friends, if the United Nations won’t act, 
if they’re feeble in their responsibility, and 
if Saddam Hussein won’t disarm, the 
United States will lead a coalition in the 
name of peace to disarm Saddam Hussein. 

That’s our responsibility. That’s my re-
sponsibility to see as clearly as I can see, 
to anticipate true threats to our homeland 
and deal with them—deal with them in 
a way that enables me to tell you that I’m 
doing everything I can—or we’re doing ev-
erything we can to protect the people. 
That’s our most important responsibility. 

There is a lot of good people working 
hard on your behalf, people at the Federal 
level, people at the State level, people at 
the local level, a lot of people. See, we’re 
on alert. We understand the realities. We 
remember, and we’re not forgetting what 
took place. We saw what happened in In-
donesia. We understand the people we’re 
dealing with. There’s no therapy, by the 
way, that can heal these people. These are 
coldblooded killers; that’s all they are. 

And so, therefore, we got to do every-
thing we can here at home to button up 
the homeland. That’s why I asked the Con-
gress to join me in setting up a Department 
of Homeland Security, a Department 
that’s—whose job it is to make sure that 
number one priority of agencies involved 
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with the homeland security is just that— 
is your protection. We need people under 
one agency, I felt, because in order to 
make sure that that becomes the number 
one priority, that some cultures within 
agencies need to change. And we could 
effect a cultural change better if there was 
one agency involved with your protection. 

We’re making some progress. The House 
voted a good bill, and the Senate is stuck. 
The Senate hasn’t gotten a homeland secu-
rity bill. They’re arguing over things. As 
a matter of fact, they said, ‘‘We’ll get you 
one, Mr. President, but you got to pay a 
price.’’ And here’s the price they wanted 
me to pay: They want to roll back an au-
thority that every President since John F. 
Kennedy has had, which will allow me to 
suspend some work rules for the sake of 
national security. 

See, I need to have that capacity, like 
every President since John Kennedy has 
had, to say that it’s in our national interest 
that certain work rules be suspended, not 
that we’re going to suspend collective bar-
gaining rights, not that people can’t accu-
mulate the way they see fit, but that certain 
rules which may get in the way of our 
ability to protect America need to be sus-
pended. 

I’ll give you an example. We thought it 
was important for customs agents to wear 
radiological detection devices. After all, if 
you’re worried about weapons of mass de-
struction coming into America, you want 
your customs people to have a device that 
will help detect weapons of mass destruc-
tion. The union heads said, ‘‘Wait a minute. 
You can’t make these people wear that. 
That’s an issue over which we must have 
collective bargaining.’’ See, because I had 
the power to suspend the rules, after 4 
months’ discussion, we got it done. 

But the Senate is stuck. They’re more 
interested in some special interests up 
there, and I’m not going to stand for it. 
It’s not right for America. I need to be 
able to put the right people at the right 

place at the right time to protect America, 
and Elizabeth Dole will be a strong ally. 

The best way to protect America, how-
ever, is to hunt the killers down, one at 
a time, and bring them to justice. And 
we’re making progress. But it’s a different 
kind of war. Used to, you could measure 
progress based upon the number of tanks 
that no—were out of commission or num-
ber of airplanes you shot down. 

These people we fight are people who 
hide in caves or lurk around the dark cor-
ners of parts of the world and send young-
sters to their suicidal death. See, that’s the 
new kind of army we face, and they’re 
tough. They’re not as tough as we are, but 
they’re tough. They hide. You got to under-
stand when you explain this to your chil-
dren—it’s important you do and—or people 
who are questioning why this is going on, 
you’ve got explain to them that here in 
America we value life. Everybody counts. 
Everybody is a precious soul. But they, the 
enemy, they don’t value life. They’ve hi-
jacked a great religion, and they murder. 
Innocent life doesn’t matter to them. It 
just doesn’t count. It doesn’t—it’s just not 
on their radar screen. 

And there’s a difference. And therefore, 
we fight a determined enemy. But the only 
way to deal with them is to keep our coali-
tion strong and to hunt them down. You 
know, I laid out a doctrine—you just got 
to know it still stands. It said, ‘‘Either 
you’re with us; either you love freedom and 
with nations which embrace freedom, or 
you’re with the enemy. There’s no in-be-
tween.’’ And the doctrine still stands. 

Sometimes you’ll see the progress on 
your TV screens, and sometimes you’re not 
going to see the progress on your TV 
screens. It’s a different kind of war. We’re 
cutting off their money when we can find 
it. We’re sharing intelligence, and we’re 
hauling them in. 

The other day a guy popped his head 
up, named bin al-Shibh. [Laughter] He’s 
not a problem anymore. [Laughter] He was 
a significant character because he wanted 
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to be the 20th hijacker. He was still out 
there plotting. 

Slowly but surely, this great country, with 
our friends and allies, are hunting them 
down and bringing them to justice. It 
doesn’t matter how long it takes, by the 
way. Yesterday I signed a defense appro-
priations bill, right there in the Rose Gar-
den. I said two things about it. One, any-
time we put our troops into harm’s way, 
they deserve the best pay, the best training, 
and the best possible equipment. 

And secondly, that was a message to 
friend and foe alike: It doesn’t matter how 
long it takes. The increase in defense 
spending, the largest since Ronald Reagan, 
sends a clear message: We’re in this deal 
for the long haul. See, we understand free-
dom. We understand responsibility. I don’t 
know what the enemy was thinking when 
they hit us. I can’t imagine. They must 
have thought we were so self-absorbed, so 
selfish, so materialistic that after 2001— 
September 2001, oh, we might have filed 
a lawsuit or two. They didn’t know. They 
don’t understand America. They don’t un-
derstand America like I understand Amer-
ica. When it comes to the defense of our 
freedom, when it comes to our obligations 
and duty for the future for our children, 
this country will remain strong, and this 
country will remain tough. 

For those of you who have got relatives 
in the United States military, you tell them 
their Commander in Chief has got all the 
confidence in the world in those good 
troops. I’m glad they’re on my side. 

No, we got a lot of work to do, but 
I want you to know—I firmly believe this— 
that if we stay the course and do our duty, 
fulfill our obligation, we can achieve peace. 
That’s my dream. My dream is not only 
for a peaceful America but to bring peace 
in parts of the world who have quit on 
peace. 

I believe it’s possible that we can achieve 
peace in the Middle East. I have a clear 
vision on how we can get there—going to 
have to renounce terror. We have to re-

main true to our principles. We have to 
remember that freedom is God-given—it’s 
not United States-given—that freedom is 
a universal value, not an American value. 

No, out of the evil done to America can 
come some great good, starting with peace 
in the world. And here at home, we can 
be a better America. You just got to under-
stand there are pockets of despair in this 
country. People hurt—places where people 
are addicted or lost. People wonder wheth-
er or not the American experience, the so-
called American Dream, is meant for them. 
My attitude is, so long as one of us hurts, 
all of us hurt. But I believe we can eradi-
cate those pockets of despair and hopeless-
ness. I believe that—not only by having 
a good education system, good health care, 
making sure that the welfare system is in 
place that encourages and helps people 
work—I believe we can accomplish that. 
But we’ve got to understand the limitations 
of Government. 

Government can hand out money, but 
it can’t put hope in people’s hearts. It can’t 
put a sense of purpose in people’s lives. 
The way we can change America—one 
heart, one soul, one conscience at a time— 
is for each of us to understand people hurt 
and put our arm around them and tell 
them we love them. If you want to change 
America, love your neighbor just like you’d 
like to be loved yourself. 

No, our vision—Elizabeth’s vision and 
my vision—understands the great power of 
all faiths in our society. We understand a 
universal law of love. And we understand 
that America can change, that there are 
forces more powerful than addiction; there 
are forces more power than—powerful than 
hopelessness; there are forces more power-
ful than loneliness. 

My call to our fellow Americans, if you 
want to join the fight against evil, is do 
some good. Mentor a child, just like your 
mayor does. Mentor a child. You can save 
Charlotte, North Carolina, one heart, one 
soul, one conscience at a time. Be a Boy 
Scout leader or a Girl Scout leader. Go 
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to your Boys Clubs or Girls Clubs. Feed 
the hungry. Find housing for those who 
need a home. There’s all kinds of ways 
you can help. 

One person can’t do everything. I recog-
nize that. But each of us can be that one 
person doing something to make sure that 
the enemy which hits us understands that 
they hit the greatest, most powerful, and 
yet, at the same time, most compassionate 
country on the face of the Earth. 

No, they hit us; they didn’t know who 
they were hitting. Out of the evil done 
to this great country is going to come a 
more peaceful world. And out of the evil 
done to this great country is going to come 
a more hopeful day. 

Remarks in Columbia, South Carolina 
October 24, 2002 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Well, thanks for coming out today. 

Audience member. I love Bush! 
The President. And I love South Caro-

lina. [Laughter] 
We’ve got a lot of friends here. I want 

to thank you all for coming today. I want 
to talk about a couple of things. I want 
to talk about some of the challenges facing 
our country. We’ve got some steep hills 
to climb, but there’s no doubt in my mind 
we can climb them. After all, we’re the 
finest nation on the face of the Earth. 

I want to talk a little politics with you. 
You see, there’s no question in my mind 
that if you’re interested in the State of the 
South Carolina, and if you’re interested in 
the future of this State, you need to have 
Mark Sanford as the next Governor. And 
there’s also no question in my mind, one, 
that you’ve been really well represented by 
the great Strom Thurmond. 

I’m really proud to be able to serve with 
the Senator. As a matter of fact, he came 
by the other day. We were talking about 

I want to thank you for your interest 
in our political process. I urge you to get 
out the vote. In the meantime, may God 
bless you all, and God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:35 a.m. at 
the Charlotte Coliseum. In his remarks, he 
referred to senatorial candidate Elizabeth 
Dole and her husband, former Senator Bob 
Dole; President Jiang Zemin of China; Caro-
lyn Grant, candidate for North Carolina’s 
13th Congressional District; Mayor Patrick 
McCrory of Charlotte, NC; and President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

an important issue, and he reminded me 
that early December is his 100th birthday. 
[Laughter] I couldn’t tell if he was hinting 
or not, so I took the bait and invited him 
over to the White House for his 100th 
birthday party. [Laughter] So he’s coming. 

So you’ve got to make sure you replace 
this good man with somebody who can do 
the job, somebody who will do what’s right 
for South Carolina, and somebody who will 
make the strong stands for America. No 
question in my mind, the right man to take 
the place of Strom Thurmond is soon-to-
be United States Senator Lindsey Graham. 

I appreciate Jenny Sanford being here, 
your next first lady. She brought those four 
Sanford boys with her. [Laughter] Speaking 
about first ladies, you drew the short straw. 
See, if Graham and Sanford were smart, 
they’d have asked First Lady Laura Bush 
to come instead of me. But I—he said he 
did. [Laughter] The reason she couldn’t 
come, well, it rained in Crawford. [Laugh-
ter] And that’s where she is, and she’s 
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sweeping the porch because the President 
of China is coming tomorrow. [Laughter] 

But she sends her love. You know, when 
I asked Laura to marry me, she was a pub-
lic school librarian. That always gets one 
cheer. [Laughter] But you know what I’m 
talking about; that’s a job that requires a 
good heart and deep care about our chil-
dren. Anyway, when I asked her to marry 
me, she was that, and she didn’t particularly 
like politics—[laughter]—and she didn’t 
like politicians. [Laughter] And now here 
she is, as a fabulous First Lady for America. 

I appreciate so very much Members of 
the United States Congress who joined us 
here. That would be Congressman Henry 
Brown and Congressman Joe Wilson. Some 
of the statehouse folks are here, and they’re 
doing a fine job on behalf of the South 
Carolinians. That would be Bob Peeler, 
David Wilkins, and Charlie Condon and 
Jim Miles. I’m honored that they’re here. 
You’ve got a great slate of candidates run-
ning with—running with Mark. 

Let me tell you why I’m here. I want 
you all to understand, it’s important to do 
your duties as Americans. It’s important 
that you vote. It’s important that you find 
good candidates. I’ve obviously got a few 
suggestions for you here. [Laughter] It’s 
important that you go to your coffee shops 
and houses of worship and your community 
centers and remind your fellow South 
Carolinians they have a duty: They’ve got 
a duty to this country; they’ve got a duty 
to democracy to participate. It doesn’t mat-
ter whether they’re Republican, Demo-
crat—could care less about parties. They 
have a duty, and so you need to go out 
there and round up the vote. 

I want to thank you for what you have 
done in the political process. But as impor-
tantly now, I want to thank you for what 
you’re going to do, which is to turn out 
that vote and make sure this good slate 
of candidates win on November the 5th. 

And there’s a reason—there’s a reason 
here in South Carolina. You need a Gov-
ernor who’s willing to change the tone of 

this State. You know, there’s just too much 
partisan bickering that goes on in the state-
house. You need somebody who is going 
to rise above it all, somebody who doesn’t 
need a poll or a focus group to tell him 
how to think, somebody who stands on 
principle, somebody that’s going to be the 
Governor of everybody when he wins. And 
that person is Mark Sanford. 

I appreciate his commitment to edu-
cation. When I was the Governor of Texas, 
I used to tell them that education is to 
a State what national defense is to the Fed-
eral Government. It’s by far the most im-
portant priority of any Governor; that is, 
educating every child. Mark and I share 
a philosophy. It’s a philosophy that’s going 
to be good for South Carolina when he 
wins. It’s a philosophy that starts with this 
concept: Every child can learn. You see— 
and I mean every child, not just those who 
live in nice suburban districts—every child. 
If you believe that, it’s historic for edu-
cational excellence for every single child. 
We’ve got to have you, a Governor who’s 
willing to challenge the soft bigotry of low 
expectations. If you lower the bar, if you 
believe certain children can’t learn, that’s 
what’s going to happen. And so you’ve got 
to start with a Governor who’s optimistic 
and bold in his vision about every child 
being able to learn. That’s how Mark 
thinks. But you’ve also got to have a Gov-
ernor who’s willing to challenge the bu-
reaucracy and trust the local people to 
chart the path to excellence for every child. 

We believe in local control of schools. 
This year, we’re going to be sending $600 
million of Federal money to help South 
Carolina run its schools. But for the first 
time, thanks to the work of Lindsey 
Graham in the United States Congress and 
the other Congressmen here, Henry and 
Joe, we’re starting to ask this question: 
What are the results? See, if you believe 
every child can learn, then you want to 
know whether every child is learning. If 
you believe every child can learn to read, 
then it seems to make sense to ask the 
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question, Is it happening? Are the schools 
in South Carolina meeting the objective to 
teach every single child, not just a few— 
every child how to read? So you’re asking 
the question for the first time. 

You’ve got to have a Governor who’s will-
ing to hold people to account, who’s willing 
not to be captured by special interest. The 
only interest Mark cares about are the chil-
dren. That’s his special interest. You’ve got 
to be willing to have high standards, local 
control of schools, and you’ve got to know 
whether or not children are learning to 
read and write and add and subtract. And 
then once you know, you must have a Gov-
ernor who’s willing to praise those hard-
working teachers for being successful. And 
for those of you who teach, thanks for what 
you’re doing. 

But if you believe every child can learn 
and you find children trapped in schools 
which will not teach and will not change, 
for the good of South Carolina, you better 
have a Governor who’s willing to challenge 
the status quo, and that Governor is going 
to be Mark Sanford. 

And I look forward to working with Mark 
when we continue to work on welfare re-
form. Welfare reform is an important issue, 
because if a person gets trapped in the 
Government’s cycle, they won’t be able to 
realize their human worth. People can find 
dignity through work. So one of the things 
I’m going to do when I’m the President, 
if they reauthorize welfare, is to work with 
Mark Sanford to make sure that there’s 
training programs available, so a man or 
a woman can find work, can be able to 
see the dignity of work. He understands 
that. He understands that, if you’re trapped 
in Government, it will sap your soul and 
drain your spirit. 

Everybody counts in the State of South 
Carolina. And so when we work on impor-
tant issues that deal with the human condi-
tion, we’ve got to work in a way that under-
stands human dignity is found by empow-
ering each and every person. Mark Sanford 
understands that clearly. 

No, he’s going to make you a good Gov-
ernor. I urge you to—as they’re coming 
down the pike, to support this good can-
didate and his family with your vote, with 
your energy, with your enthusiasm, and 
sure enough, on election day, you will have 
Mark Sanford as your Governor. 

And I’m looking forward to working with 
Lindsey Graham. And I don’t need a Sen-
ator from South Carolina where I’ve got 
to worry about where he lights on any 
issue. [Laughter] You don’t need a Senator 
from your State that kind of is for one 
thing one day and the heat gets on and 
changes his position the next day. That’s 
not going to serve your State well. It’s cer-
tainly going to make it harder to get an 
agenda through that will make America 
safer, stronger, and better. And after all, 
that’s what we need to do, to work together 
to make America a safer country and a 
stronger country and a better country. 

When it comes to making America a 
stronger country, that starts with making 
sure our economy continues to expand. My 
attitude is, anytime somebody who wants 
to work and can’t find a job—says we’ve 
got a problem. My attitude is, is that we 
want to help people put food on the table. 
If people are struggling to get ahead, we’ve 
got to do everything we can in Washington, 
DC, to expand the job base. 

And it starts with understanding how our 
economy works. The page of the textbook 
that we have read says this: If you let a 
person keep more of their own money, 
they’re likely to demand a good or a serv-
ice. And in the marketplace, when some-
body demands a good or a service, some-
body is going to produce the good or a 
service. And when somebody produces the 
good or a service, somebody is more likely 
to find work. The tax relief plan that 
Lindsey Graham supported came at the 
right time in American economic history. 

Over the next 10 years, that tax relief 
plan will put about $14.9 billion in the 
pockets of South Carolinian citizens. That’s 
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your money to begin with, by the way. Lis-
ten carefully to the rhetoric of these can-
didates when they start saying, ‘‘Oh, we’re 
going to spend the Government’s money.’’ 
They seem to forget whose money they’re 
spending in Washington, DC. You listen 
carefully to the rhetoric of the candidates. 
You want you a candidate who understands 
whose money we’ve got in Washington, 
DC. And when you have more of your own 
money, not the Government’s money but 
your money, in your pocket, it means it’s 
more likely somebody in South Carolina is 
going to find work. 

But we’ve got a problem. See, the Sen-
ate, on the one hand, giveth, and on the 
other hand, taketh away. And the tax relief 
we plan—passed is not permanent. It’s 
temporary, which means some in Wash-
ington, DC, want that $15 billion, more 
or less, of tax relief, of your money, to 
go to the Government coffers. And that 
would be bad for the economy, and that 
would be bad for South Carolina. 

The death tax is bad. The marriage pen-
alty is bad. The child credit is good. Reduc-
ing income tax rates helps small business. 
For the sake of economic vitality, you need 
to have a United States Senator who will 
make the tax cuts permanent, and that’s 
Lindsey Graham. 

He also understands the quality of life 
for our seniors is important. Medicine has 
changed; Medicare hasn’t. Medicine is 
modern, and Medicare is stuck. For the 
sake of our seniors, elect a Senator who 
will work with me to make sure Medicare 
is modern and our seniors have got a pre-
scription drug plan. 

A stronger America is an America who’s 
got a good Federal bench. One of my jobs 
is to nominate good, solid citizens, good 
lawyers, good jurists to our benches. It’s 
a solemn obligation of the President. Yet, 
the way this Senate is structured, they have 
done a lousy job. The percentage of our 
judges which have been approved is the 
lowest in a long time. And when my judges 
have made it to the floor, they have been— 

their records have been distorted because 
of petty politics, special interest politics in 
Washington, DC. 

I named a good man named Dennis 
Shedd to represent the fourth circuit court. 
He’s a good jurist. For 17 months, he’s 
still waiting for a vote. The two Senators 
from South Carolina supported him. Both 
Republican and Democrat Senators sup-
ported him. For 17 months, he’s been able 
to get—unable to get his hearing in the 
Senate, and we’ve got a vacancy problem. 
We’ve got a vacancy problem because the 
Senate is playing too much politics. We’ve 
got a vacancy problem because they don’t 
like it that I’m nominating good people 
who are going to strictly interpret the Con-
stitution and not use the bench from which 
to legislate. We’ve got a vacancy problem 
on the Federal court, and one way to solve 
that is to put Lindsey Graham into the 
United States Senate. 

We’ve got problems with our economy. 
It’s not growing as robust. And I can prom-
ise you I’m going to work with Senator 
Graham to do everything to make sure peo-
ple find work and work with Senator 
Graham to make sure the people have got 
a good health care system, work with Sen-
ator Graham to make sure the judiciary 
is strong. And I intend to work with Sen-
ator Graham on the most pressing problem 
facing us, and that’s our security of our 
homeland. 

You’ve just got to understand there’s an 
enemy out there that hates America be-
cause of what we love. We love freedom. 
We love the fact that people can worship 
freely in America. We love our free press. 
We love every aspect of our freedom, and 
we’re not changing. We’re not backing 
down, and the enemy can’t stand that. 

The more we love, the more they hate. 
So our most important job is to protect 
the American people from further harm, 
from further attack. And they’re out there. 
People in Australia, many of them grieve 
now because they’re just not—coldblooded 
killers hit them in Bali. You may remember 
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that. That’s all part of this campaign to 
terrorize the free world, to try to get us 
to retreat, forget what we’re made out of. 
They don’t understand America. They just 
don’t understand us. 

They must have thought after September 
the 11th, 2001, we’d file a lawsuit or two. 
[Laughter] That’s not us. See, when it 
comes to the defense of our freedom, when 
it comes to the defense of our people, 
when it comes to protecting innocent life, 
we value innocent life. Every life matters 
in America. To these killers, no life matters. 

When it comes to protecting this country, 
we’ll be plenty tough. When it comes to 
protecting this country, we’ve also got to 
be realistic about the new world we’re in. 
Prior to September the 11th, 2001, we used 
to think two oceans could protect us from 
harm. I remember thinking about conflicts 
and realizing our country could pick and 
choose whether or not we wanted to par-
ticipate in the conflict but never really wor-
ried about whether or not the conflict 
would hurt us here at home. For a long 
time, our country felt like oceans could 
keep us immune from personal attack, and 
people wouldn’t suffer here at home. We 
learned a horrible lesson, that in the new 
wars of the 21st century, we’re the battle-
ground—we’re one of the battlegrounds. 

And that’s why I’ve asked our country 
to think seriously about Saddam Hussein 
in Iraq. Saddam Hussein is a man who 
said he wouldn’t have weapons of mass de-
struction. He made that promise to the 
world. He’s hiding; he’s deceiving; he’s 
lying about whether he has them or not. 
Not only does he have them, he used them. 
He used them against people in his neigh-
borhood. He used them against his own 
people. This is a man who has lied about 
whether or not he possesses weapons of 
mass destruction, a man who uses them, 
a man who hates America, a man who hates 
our friends. He’s a threat to peace. 

The United Nations decided they were 
going to deal with Saddam a while ago. 
Sixteen resolutions have been passed in the 

United Nations, resolution after resolution 
after resolution, calling him to account. And 
he’s ignored them. So I made a decision 
on behalf of our country that I would go 
to that body and, for the sake of peace, 
remind them they have an obligation to 
honor those resolutions, to do something 
about them. I made the case that you have 
a choice, United Nations, to keep the peace 
by showing some backbone. You can be 
the United Nations or the League of Na-
tions. It’s your choice. 

And my message to Saddam Hussein is 
clear as well: You’ve said you would disarm. 
For the sake of peace, you said you would 
get rid of the weapons of mass destruction. 
It’s your choice to make. And so we’re 
working with the international community, 
reminding Saddam Hussein of his obliga-
tions. But I want you all to know, for the 
sake of peace, for the sake of the security 
of the United States and our friends and 
allies, if the United Nations won’t deal with 
him, if he refuses to hear the call for peace, 
the United States will lead a coalition to 
disarm Saddam Hussein. 

As we’re clear-eyed about the threats we 
face overseas, we must be clear-eyed about 
the threats at home as well. There’s a lot 
of good people working hard to protect 
you. We’re now on alert. We understand 
the new reality. There’s people at the Fed-
eral level and the State level and the local 
level working a lot of long hours to chase 
down any lead, any hint. Anytime we think 
somebody is thinking about doing some-
thing to America, we’re responding; we’re 
disrupting; we’re denying; we’re making 
sure we fulfill our solemn obligations to 
protect you. 

But there’s more we can do. And so 
that’s why I went to the United States Con-
gress and asked them to pass a Department 
of Homeland Security. You see, there’s over 
100 agencies involved with securing our 
homeland. They’re kind of scattered around 
up there in Washington. It seemed to make 
sense to me to put them under one um-
brella organization, so that the priority can 
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be set and, if need be, cultures can be 
changed, so we can get people focused on 
doing the most important job they’ve got. 
And we’re making progress. 

Part of the progress was made because 
the House of Representatives—Lindsey 
Graham was strong on this, and Joe and 
Henry voted with us—was to create a De-
partment of Homeland Security that would 
give an administration the capacity to man-
age the Department, to be able to protect 
you. It’s stuck in the Senate. It’s stuck in 
the Senate because the Senate wants to 
extract a price from the administration. 
Every President since John Kennedy has 
had the ability to act in a national security 
interest. He had the ability to suspend work 
rules if they got in the way of protecting 
the homeland or got in the way of national 
security, but the Senate wants to take that 
away. Here we are at war, and all of a 
sudden they decide I shouldn’t have the 
same authority as every President since 
John F. Kennedy. I’d have that authority 
for the Department of Agriculture—[laugh-
ter]—but not for the Department of Home-
land Security. 

Secondly, I need to be able to put the 
right people at the right place at the right 
time. We’ve got a border control issue. We 
need to know who’s coming into our coun-
try. We need to know who’s coming in 
and who’s going out. We don’t know what 
they’re bringing in. Yet, on the border 
we’ve got good, hardworking people, fine 
people, working in three different agencies: 
Border Patrol, INS, and Customs. Some 
sectors of the border they’ve got different 
strategies; they wear different uniforms. 
But yet, the work rules prevent us from 
coordinating them. For the sake of the na-
tional security, I need a Senator who will 
join me in making sure that we can struc-
ture the agency so it works. 

But the best way to secure the homeland 
is to chase these killers down, one person 
at a time, and bring them to justice. And 
that’s what we’re going to do. That’s what 
we’re—yesterday I signed a defense bill, 

right there in the Rose Garden. It’s the 
largest increase in defense spending since 
Ronald Reagan was the President. The rea-
son why was because anytime we put our 
troops into harm’s way, we owe it to our 
troops and we owe it to the loved ones 
of the troops to make sure they’ve got the 
best training, the best possible pay, and 
the best equipment. And our troops are 
good; they’re really good. 

And the other message was, to our friend 
and foe, it doesn’t matter how long it takes. 
It doesn’t matter how long it takes to win 
this war on terror. There’s no calendar on 
my desk, right there in the great Oval Of-
fice. There’s not a calendar that says, you 
know, by such-and-such a date, we’re haul-
ing them home; by such-and-such a date, 
we’re going to forget our obligations to our 
future; by such-and-such a date that we 
say, fine, let them sit out there. That’s not 
the way America thinks. 

It doesn’t matter how much it costs. It 
doesn’t matter how long it takes. This great 
country will defend our freedoms and de-
fend our people. And we’re making some 
pretty good progress. Remember the doc-
trine that said, ‘‘Either you’re with us, or 
you’re with them.’’ It still stands. And so 
we’ve got a lot of people working together 
to haul them in. 

See, this isn’t the kind of war that some 
of the old vets here are used to: You de-
stroy a bunch of tanks, and you make 
progress. That’s not the kind of war this 
is. See, we fight these killers who hide in 
caves and send youngsters to their suicidal 
deaths. It’s a new kind of army. That’s why 
we’ve got to do a better job of cutting 
off their money, of sharing intelligence, of 
finding where they hide, of finding these 
kind of—putting the sunlight on these dark 
corners of the world where they kind of 
slither around. That’s what we got to do. 

But we’re making progress. And some-
times you’ll see it, and sometimes you’re 
just not going to see it. The other day 
one of them popped his head up, bin al-
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Shibh. He’s no longer a problem. [Laugh-
ter] Slowly but surely, we’re doing our duty 
to our country. Slowly but surely, we’re 
hunting these killers down, one at a time. 

And that’s what we’ve got to do. But 
you know how I feel about this, that by 
being tough and strong and clear, by re-
membering that freedom is not American-
blessed, it is God-given, it’s universal, re-
membering that freedom is a part of what 
we think about—we remember those values 
that make us a great nation, we will keep 
the peace—that the mission of this adminis-
tration is to make the world more peaceful, 
that the reason we do what we do is be-
cause we believe in freedom and we be-
lieve in peace. 

And it’s going to happen. See, the enemy 
hit us. They didn’t know who they were 
hitting. They hit the greatest nation on the 
face of the Earth. They gave us a chance, 
a chance we will seize, to not only protect 
America and keep America peaceful, but 
because we value all life—everybody 
counts, that we want there to be peace 
in parts of the world where people have 
quit on peace. 

We have a chance to achieve the peace 
in the Middle East. We have a chance to 
achieve the peace in South Asia. By being 
strong and determined and resolute in our 
mission, we can make the peace. 

And here at home, we can make America 
a better place, too. See, out of the evil 
done to America can come some incredible 
good—incredible good. You just got to 
know—and I know you know—that there 
are pockets of despair and loneliness in our 
country. There are people who are hurt, 
people who are addicted, people who won-
der when you say ‘‘American Dream,’’ they 
don’t understand what that means. 

My attitude is, so long as one of us hurts, 
we all hurt. It’s an opportunity though, 
however, for us to deal with these pockets 
of despair. Government can help; we will. 
We’ll worry about education. We’ll worry 
about making sure the welfare system 
works. We have a Faith-Based Initiative to 

encourage people of faith to love their 
neighbor. But Government is limited in its 
capacity. It can hand out money, but it 
cannot put hope in people’s hearts or a 
sense of purpose in people’s lives. That is 
done when a fellow American has heard 
the universal call to love a neighbor just 
like you’d like to be loved yourself; finds 
somebody who hurts, puts their arm around 
him, and says, ‘‘I love you. What can I 
do to help make your day?’’ 

Each of us—each of us can help change 
America, one heart, one conscience, one 
soul at a time. Each of us can make a 
difference in making sure that the enemy 
hit us, but out of that evil and harm and 
hurt and tears can come a more compas-
sionate and decent society. There’s no 
question in my mind, no question in my 
mind, that this great country will lead the 
world to peace. And there’s no question 
in my mind that this great country, the 
hope of this great country, the great prom-
ise of America can have—can shine in 
every neighborhood and every home. 

And do you know why? Because we’re 
the greatest nation, full of the finest people 
on the face of this Earth. Thank you for 
coming. 

May God bless you all, and may God 
bless America. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:18 p.m. at 
the Jimmy Doolittle Flight Facility Hangar. 
In his remarks, he referred to gubernatorial 
candidate Mark Sanford, and his wife, Jenny 
Sanford, and their children Marshall, 
Landon, Bolton, and Blake; senatorial can-
didate Lindsey Graham; President Jiang 
Zemin of China; South Carolina Lieutenant 
Governor Bob Peeler; South Carolina Speak-
er of the House David Wilkins; South Caro-
lina Attorney General Charlie Condon; South 
Carolina Secretary of State Jim Miles; Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq; and Ramzi bin 
al-Shibh, an Al Qaida operative suspected of 
helping to plan the September 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks, who was captured in Karachi, 
Pakistan. 
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Remarks in Auburn, Alabama 
October 24, 2002 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
You all go ahead and be seated. Thanks 
for coming. 

I have the honor of being the second 
United States President to ever visit Au-
burn University. The first was Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt. I don’t know how he 
started his speech, but here’s how I’m 
going to start mine: War Eagle! 

Audience member. War Eagle, hey! 
The President. I want to thank all you 

War Eagles for being here. I particularly 
want to thank your president, President 
Walker. You did a fine thing when you 
picked a native Texan to run Auburn. 
[Laughter] And he’s doing a fine job. 

And I also want to thank so very much 
Steven Renfroe, who’s running the baseball 
program here. We’ll leave behind some of 
my entourage to make sure the infield is 
smooth after we leave. [Laughter] 

I particularly thank you all for coming. 
It’s a huge honor to be here. It’s a great 
pleasure to be able to come and talk about 
some of the challenges which face our Na-
tion, talk about why I’m so optimistic that 
we can face any challenge before us, to 
talk about your duty as citizens. You see, 
we’re almost upon an election, and you 
have a responsibility as American citizens 
to exercise your right, to exercise your free-
dom to go to the polls. 

I think you have a duty to go to your 
coffee shops and your community centers 
and your houses of worship and ask others 
to go to the polls. It doesn’t matter whether 
they’re Republican or Democrat or don’t 
give a hoot about politics. You ought to 
remind them of their duty. 

And I suggest when you go, if you’re 
interested in your State and you’re inter-
ested in your country, that you remind 
them to vote for Bob Riley as your next 
Governor. And as you’re rounding up those 
votes, as you show your interest and con-

cern for our country and our country’s fu-
ture, make sure you send to the United 
States Congress a man I can work with, 
and that man is Mr. Mike Rogers. 

There’s a lot of reasons you ought to 
be for these two, but a real good reason 
is, they both married well. [Laughter] Like 
me, they married above themselves. I’m 
honored to be with Beth Rogers and the 
next first lady of Alabama, Patsy Riley. 

Speaking about First Ladies, Laura sends 
her very best. She campaigned for Riley 
the other day in Mobile. I told him he 
drew the short straw here. 

I just spoke to her. We’re—it’s raining 
in Crawford, Texas, and that’s where she 
is. She’s on our place in Crawford. And 
tomorrow we are hosting the President of 
China, so she’s sweeping the porch. 
[Laughter] But she sends her best. You 
know, when I asked Laura to marry me, 
she was a public school librarian. [Ap-
plause] There’s always one in every crowd. 
[Laughter] And that one in every crowd, 
like Laura, has got to have a good heart, 
cares deeply about the school children. And 
by the way, for those of you who are going 
to Auburn and thinking about becoming 
school children—a school teacher—[laugh-
ter]—or a public school librarian, I want 
to thank you for that. It’s a really important 
profession; it’s a noble cause. 

You know, when I asked her to marry 
me, she wasn’t interested in politics and 
didn’t like politicians. [Laughter] Now she’s 
the First Lady of the United States, and 
she is doing a fabulous job on behalf of 
America. I’m really proud of her. People 
now know why I asked her to marry me. 
A lot of them are wondering why she said 
yes. [Laughter] But she sends her best. 

I’m also honored to be here with a fabu-
lous United States Senator named Jeff Ses-
sions. I like working with Jeff. We work 
well together. We need more Senators like 
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him. One of my most important responsibil-
ities is to name good judges, is to find 
good people to serve the Federal bench. 
I can count on his support. The problem 
is, I can’t count on a lot of Senators’ sup-
port. They’ve been playing politics with my 
judges. I put good, honorable, honest peo-
ple on there whose job isn’t to try to re-
write law but to strictly interpret the 
United States Constitution. They’ve got a 
lousy record in the United States Senate. 
No, they don’t like those kind of judges 
up there, so they play politics with them, 
petty politics. For the sake of a sound judi-
ciary, we need to change the leadership 
in the United States Senate. 

I appreciate Congressman Terry Everett; 
I appreciate Spence Bachus and Sonny Cal-
lahan—three fine Members of the United 
States Congress. And I’m glad they are 
here today. And I’m also glad to be up 
here with Jo Bonner, who’s going to take 
Sonny Callahan’s place, and he’ll do just 
as good a job in the United States Congress 
as Sonny did. But you’ve got some good 
ones. You’ve got some good ones from Ala-
bama up in Washington, and I’m proud 
to work with them, and I’m proud to call 
them friends. 

You’ve also got a fine slate of people 
running for office here, good, honest, hon-
orable Americans. I hope you get out and 
support them. It’s important. 

You know, when it comes to talking 
about the Governor, I know something 
about being a Governor. I was one. And 
it seems like to me that, particularly when 
you look around the statehouses, you want 
you a Governor who’s going to elevate the 
discourse, who won’t play the same old, 
tired politics of name calling and slashing 
and burning. You’ve got to have a Governor 
who’s willing to commit himself to change 
the tone in the statehouse, to bring people 
together to get something done on behalf 
of the citizens. You’ve got to have you a 
Governor who will be honorable and honest 
and full of integrity, and that next Governor 
is Mr. Bob Riley. 

He’s got his priorities straight. Education 
is to a State what national defense is to 
the Federal Government. Therefore, you 
better elect yourself a Governor who makes 
education the number one priority, and that 
Governor has got to have the right attitude 
about public education. 

See, you’ve got to have a Governor like 
Bob Riley, who is willing to challenge the 
soft bigotry of low expectations, somebody 
who believes every child can learn, some-
body who’s willing to set high standards, 
somebody who refuses to leave any child 
behind. No, you’ve got to have you a Gov-
ernor who sets high standards but also un-
derstands that local control of schools is 
how you achieve excellence for every child 
in the State of Alabama. 

The Federal Government is going to 
send $700 million of your tax money out 
of Washington, DC, to help the schools 
here. And in return for that money, we’re 
beginning to ask the fundamental question 
as to whether or not our children are learn-
ing, whether or not they’re learning to read 
and write, add and subtract. See, that’s a 
fundamental question that Riley is going 
to ask as Governor. You’ve got to ask that 
question. 

If you believe every child can learn, then 
it makes sense to want to know whether 
every child is learning. And when they are, 
we’ll praise the teachers. But when we find 
children trapped in schools that will not 
teach and will not change, you better have 
you a Governor who’s willing to challenge 
the status quo. No child should be left be-
hind in the State of Alabama. 

I appreciate the fact that Bob Riley is 
an entrepreneur. He started his own busi-
ness. If you’re worried about jobs in the 
State of Alabama, it seems like you better 
have somebody who knows what it’s like 
to create a job, somebody who’s actually 
met a payroll, somebody who can 
empathize with the small-business owners 
of the State of Alabama—and that person 
is Mr. Bob Riley, your next Governor. 
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And finally, I look forward to working 
with Bob when he’s your Governor on one 
of the most important initiatives I’m trying 
to push in Washington, DC, and it’s a 
Faith-Based Initiative. It’s an initiative that 
understands that Government can hand out 
money. Government can’t solve a lot of the 
harms and hurts in our society. If you’re 
really interested in saving people’s lives, if 
you’re interested in a society which is com-
passionate, decent, we must empower the 
houses of worship, the places of faith, to 
step in where Government has failed and 
to provide love and compassion. 

I’m not talking about one religion; I’m 
talking about all religions. All religions have 
heard the universal call to love a neighbor 
just like you’d like to be loved yourself. 
Bob Riley and I look forward to unleashing 
the great strength of the country, and that’s 
the compassionate hearts of our fellow citi-
zens to solve some of the needs and hurts 
in our society. 

I’m also here to make it clear to you, 
as clear as I can for the people of this 
district: You need to send Mike Rogers to 
the United States Congress. And there are 
a lot of reasons why. We’ve got some big 
hurdles in the country, and I need a man 
up there with whom I can work rep-
resenting this great district. 

One of the hurdles I face is that our 
economy isn’t as good as it should be. It’s 
bumping along. Anytime somebody is trying 
to find work and can’t find a job in Amer-
ica, I think we’ve got a problem. Anytime 
somebody wants to put food on the table 
and they can’t find a job, we need to do 
something about it. 

Except our philosophy is different from 
some of them in Washington. The role of 
Government is not to create wealth. The 
role of Government is to create an environ-
ment in which the small-business owner 
can grow to be a big business, in which 
people with the entrepreneurial spirit flour-
ishes, in which job creation is strong and 
evident. And the best way to do that is 
to let people keep more of their own 

money. Here’s the textbook we read from. 
It says that if you let a person have more 
of their own money, then they’re more like-
ly to demand a good or a service. And 
when somebody demands a good or a serv-
ice in the marketplace, somebody is likely 
to produce the good or a service. And when 
somebody produces the good or a service, 
somebody is more likely to be able to find 
a job. 

The tax cuts came at exactly the right 
time in U.S. economic history. And these 
tax cuts—and that tax relief plan is good 
for small-business owners. It’s good for 
your ranchers. It’s good for your farmers. 
It’s good for working people. It’s good for 
everybody. The tax relief plan did some-
thing on the marriage penalty. See, we be-
lieve the Tax Code ought to encourage 
marriage, not discourage marriage. The Tax 
Code is putting the death tax on its way 
to extinction. 

But there’s a problem. See, the way the 
Senate voted it out, that after 10 years from 
the time of enactment, the tax relief goes 
away. And that’s not right. It creates uncer-
tainty in the Tax Code. It creates uncer-
tainty for people wanting to plan their busi-
ness, to create jobs. In order to make sure 
that our economy grows, in order to make 
sure the job base is strong, you need to 
have a Congressman who will join me in 
making sure the tax relief plan we passed 
is permanent and doesn’t go away. 

I look forward to working with Mike to 
make sure the country is a stronger coun-
try. By the way, one way we need to make 
the country a stronger country is to make 
sure our health care system works, particu-
larly for our elderly. Medicine has changed; 
Medicare hasn’t. Medicine is modern. 
Medicare is stuck in the past. For the sake 
of a stronger America, for the sake of our 
seniors, we must reform Medicare and pro-
vide prescription drugs for the elderly. 

No, there are a lot of issues that we 
can work on together, and I look forward 
to working with him. I’m not going to have 
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to worry about his vote, and that’s impor-
tant. I know he stands solid and square 
with the people of this district, and that’s 
important. But the biggest issue we’re 
going to have to work on is protecting 
America. The biggest issue we face, the 
biggest issue my administration faces and 
future Congresses are going to face, is the 
protection of you. 

You see, there’s an enemy out there 
which hates us. They hate us because of 
what we love. And we love freedom. We 
love freedom, and we’re not going to 
change. We love freedom with every fiber 
in our body. We love the fact that people 
can worship an almighty God freely in this 
society. We appreciate people’s right to ex-
press themselves. We love the freedom of 
a political process where people can vote. 
We love a free press. We love every single 
thing about freedom, and we’re not chang-
ing. 

And as a result, the enemy hates us. I 
want you to know that not only does our 
love for freedom differentiate us from an 
enemy; our value for life differentiates us 
from the enemy. You see, in our view, ev-
erybody is precious; every life matters; ev-
erybody counts. But the enemy we face 
is nothing but a bunch of coldblooded kill-
ers who, on the one hand, hijack a great 
religion, and on the other hand, kill with 
impunity. 

And so we’ve got a big chore ahead of 
us. See, it used to be that oceans could 
protect America. I remember conflicts 
across the sea, and it didn’t seem to bother 
us because oceans were there to guard us. 
After September the 11th, 2001, we’ve 
learned a new lesson, that if there’s an 
enemy out there that hates us, the battle-
field can come home. 

And it’s a lesson we’ve got to remem-
ber—it’s a lesson I’ll certainly remember— 
which means that we not only have to be 
alert for the known enemy, the obvious 
enemy, the killers that bombed Bali— 
Bali—or continue to try to take innocent 
life. But we’ve got to worry about people 

who’ve been a problem for a while and 
are going to be a problem over time. And 
I’m talking about Saddam Hussein. 

He’s a man who told the world he 
wouldn’t have weapons of mass destruction. 
He lied and deceived the world. He’s a 
person who not only has weapons of mass 
destruction; he has used weapons of mass 
destruction. He’s used them in the neigh-
borhood, and he’s used them on his own 
people. This dictator has defied the world 
over and over and over again. He also can’t 
stand America, can’t stand our friends, can’t 
stand our allies. He hates freedom. 

I decided to go to the United Nations 
and make the case that it’s time to deal 
with this man. It’s time to hold him to 
his word. It’s time to disarm him. It’s also 
time for the United Nations to show us 
whether or not they’re going to be a body 
which can keep the peace, whether or not 
they’re going to be the United Nations or 
whether or not they’re going to be the 
League of Nations, an ineffective body. It’s 
their choice to make. 

I hope they act. I hope they show the 
world that this body is capable of keeping 
the peace. I hope they show the world that 
after 16 resolutions which were defied by 
Mr. Saddam Hussein, that the United Na-
tions finally acts in the name of a peaceful 
world. I hope that Saddam Hussein hears 
the call for freedom-loving nations and does 
what he said he would do, which is disarm. 
But if he doesn’t, for the sake of peace, 
for the sake of our children, for our chil-
dren’s children, if he doesn’t act, the 
United Nations will not act, the United 
States will lead a coalition to disarm Mr. 
Saddam Hussein. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. I say that because I be-
lieve in peace. I say that because we must 
be clear-eyed about the real world. I say 
that because I understand, after September 
the 11th, the world has changed for Amer-
ica. I say that because our most important 
obligation is to protect you, which is why 
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I went to the United States Congress and 
asked them to join me in the creation of 
the Department of Homeland Security. 

See, there’s over 100 agencies scattered 
about in Washington, involved with pro-
tecting you. They’re all over the place up 
there, and it felt like to me that they ought 
to be under one organization, so that if 
the number one priority is to protect the 
homeland, it becomes the number one pri-
ority of scattered agencies. If protecting the 
homeland is important, it seems like to me 
that under one umbrella, a new Depart-
ment, that it will be easier to change cul-
tures. And we’re making progress. 

By the way, you need to know a lot of 
good people are working on your behalf, 
at the Federal level, at the State level, at 
the local level. If we get any kind of hint, 
any evidence whatsoever that somebody 
might be thinking about doing something 
to America, we’re moving. We’re dis-
rupting. We’re denying. We’re doing every-
thing we can to protect the homeland. 

But we can do a better job. And that’s 
why the House of Representatives acted, 
and I appreciate Bob Riley’s vote and the 
other Congressmen here’s vote to get that 
out of the House. But it’s stuck in the 
United States Senate. The Senate actually 
wants me to give up some power in order 
to accept their version of the bill. They 
want me to give up a power that every 
President since John F. Kennedy has had, 
which is the capacity to suspend collective 
bargaining rules for the sake of national 
security. And I’m not going to accept that. 

I need to be able to move people to 
the right place at the right time to protect 
you. We’ve got a border issue. We need 
to know who’s coming into America, what 
they’re bringing into America, and are they 
leaving America. We’ve got three agencies 
on the border, INS and Customs and Bor-
der Patrol. They’re full of fine people, real-
ly good, hard-working Americans. But in 
some sectors, they’ve got different strate-
gies; they wear different uniforms. We need 
a seamless capacity to protect America. The 

Senate needs to give me the flexibility and 
the authority to put the right people at 
the right place at the right time to protect 
America. 

But the best way to protect America, the 
best way to secure the homeland, the best 
way to protect our families, is to hunt the 
killers down one by one and bring them 
to justice. And that is exactly what we are 
going to do. 

It’s a different kind of war. In the old 
days, you could count the number of tanks 
destroyed or ships that were sunk or air-
planes shot out of the air, and you say 
you’re making progress. This is a war where 
the leaders hide in a cave, or they kind 
of hide in a dark corner of one of these 
cities around the world, and then they send 
youngsters to their suicidal deaths. They 
don’t care about innocent life. They’re cold-
blooded killers. And therefore, the best 
thing for us to do is to get them on the 
run, to hunt them down and to bring them 
to justice, which is exactly what is hap-
pening. 

I want you to know that therapy isn’t 
going to work. [Laughter] The doctrine that 
says, ‘‘Either you’re with us, or you’re with 
the enemy’’—it still stands. And there’s a 
lot of good folks hunting these people 
down. Sometimes you’ll see us making 
progress, and sometimes you won’t. We’ve 
probably hauled in a couple thousand of 
them so far, and like number weren’t so 
lucky. 

The other day, a guy named bin al-Shibh, 
he popped his head up. [Laughter] He is 
no longer a problem to the United States 
of America. 

No, we’ve got a lot of work to do. 
There’s still a lot of heavy lifting. There’s 
still a lot of killers on the loose. But I’ve 
unleashed one of the finest militaries in 
the history of mankind. Yesterday I signed 
the defense appropriations bill. It’s the larg-
est increase in defense spending since 
President Ronald Reagan was in office. I 
did so because I wanted to send two mes-
sages. One, anytime we put our troops, our 
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youngsters, into harm’s way, they deserve 
the best training, the best equipment, the 
best possible pay. We owe it to our sol-
diers, and we owe it to their loved ones. 

And I wanted to send a message to 
friend and foe alike that when it comes 
to the defense of our freedom, when it 
comes to answering history’s call, we’re in 
this deal for the long haul. There’s not a 
calendar on my desk in the Oval Office 
that one day the date is going to pop up 
and say, it’s time to pull them in. It’s not 
the way I think. It’s not the way America 
thinks. We’ve been called to action. Our 
generation has been given a charge to keep. 
We are responsible for this country’s safety. 
We’re responsible for our freedoms. And 
the message I sent by signing that defense 
bill, to the enemy: You’ve got a big prob-
lem with America, is what you’ve got. 

I can’t imagine what was going through 
their mind when they hit us. [Laughter] 
You know, they thought we were so mate-
rialistic, so selfish, so self-absorbed, that 
after September the 11th, 2001 we might 
have filed a lawsuit or two. [Laughter] 
That’s all we were going to do. 

No, they don’t understand this country. 
They don’t understand the courage of our 
people. They don’t understand the depth 
of love we have for freedom. They don’t 
understand that we’re a nation full of re-
sponsible citizens who understand we have 
a duty to future generations of Americans. 
That’s what they don’t understand. And 
they’re going to pay a serious price for mis-
understanding America. 

I believe out of the evil done to America 
is going to come some incredible good. I 
believe that we can achieve peace if we 
are strong and focused and diligent, if we 
remember that freedom is not an American 
blessing; it’s a God-given blessing for peo-
ple all around the world. If we remain true 
to our beliefs, we can achieve peace. We 
can achieve peace for people here at home. 
We can achieve peace in parts of the world 
which have quit on peace. We can achieve 

peace in the Middle East, can achieve 
peace in South Asia. 

No, amidst this talk about going to get 
them and hauling them in, you’ve just got 
to know that I believe in peace. And I 
believe peace is going to come. I believe 
peace is going to come. 

And here at home, I know that out of 
the evil done to America can come a more 
compassionate country. See, amidst our 
plenty, there are pockets of despair and 
hopelessness. There are people, when they 
hear the word ‘‘American Dream,’’ they 
don’t know what you’re talking about. They 
don’t have a dream. They’re lost souls. Gov-
ernment can hand out money, but it can’t 
put hope in people’s hearts. That happens 
when a fellow American puts their arms 
around somebody in need and says, ‘‘I love 
you. What can I do to help you, brother? 
How can I help you?’’ No, the best way 
to fight evil here in America is to love 
a neighbor just like you’d like to be loved 
yourself. See, it’s the gathering momentum 
of millions of acts of kindness and compas-
sion which change our country. 

I met Shirley Rose Glisson today at Air 
Force One in Montgomery. She came out 
because she is a—she’s one of the soldiers 
in the armies of compassion right here in 
Auburn. She goes to Auburn United Meth-
odist. She decided she was going to start 
a food pantry with members of her church. 
They now feed 30 hungry families. It’s this 
act and thousands of acts like it which de-
fine the true character of our country. 

You know, it’s interesting about what 
happened on September the 11th. A lot 
of our citizens have taken a step back. They 
wonder what life is all about. The most 
vivid example of the new American spirit 
took place on Flight 93, people flying 
across the country. They heard the plane 
was being used as a weapon. They were 
on their cell phones to their loved ones. 
They said goodbye. They said, ‘‘I love you.’’ 
They said a prayer. A guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ 
And they drove the plane in the ground 
to serve something greater than themselves. 
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You’ve got to understand that patriot-
ism—patriotism or the American spirit can 
be served all kinds of ways. It is more 
than just putting your hand over your heart. 
It is serving a great nation. And you can 
do so by helping somebody who hurts, 
somebody in need. 

No, the enemy hit us. They had no idea 
who they were hitting. There’s no doubt 
in my mind that this great Nation can lead 
the world to peace. There’s no doubt in 
my mind that we can have a more compas-
sionate tomorrow for everybody who lives 
in this country because, my fellow Ameri-
cans, we’re citizens of the greatest country, 
full of the finest people on the face of 
the Earth. 

Thank you for coming. May God bless 
you, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:33 p.m. at 
Hitchcock Field at the Plainsman Park Base-
ball Stadium. In his remarks, he referred to 
William F. Walker, president, and Steven 
Renfroe, head baseball coach, Auburn Uni-
versity; gubernatorial candidate Bob Riley 
and his wife, Patsy; Mike Rogers, candidate 
for Alabama’s Third Congressional District, 
and his wife, Beth; Jo Bonner, candidate for 
Alabama’s First Congressional District; 
President Jiang Zemin of China; President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq; and Ramzi bin al-
Shibh, an Al Qaida operative suspected of 
helping to plan the September 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks, who was captured in Karachi, 
Pakistan. 

Statement on Apprehension of Suspects in the Washington Area Sniper 
Attacks 
October 24, 2002 

The entire Nation is grateful to all of 
the local, State, and Federal law enforce-
ment officials who have worked with such 
great urgency and with so little rest to solve 
the sniper case. Their efforts resulted in 
the apprehension of those considered sus-
pects in the sniper shootings. We are also 
grateful to the citizens who kept their eyes 

open and provided information to the po-
lice. We will keep the victims and their 
families and friends in our thoughts and 
prayers. The hunt for a merciless killer has 
been difficult—and America greatly appre-
ciates all the good men and women who 
fight crime and uphold justice across this 
great country. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Cyprus 
October 24, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:) 
In accordance with section 620C(c) of 

the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as 
amended, I am providing a report prepared 
by my Administration on progress toward 
a negotiated solution of the Cyprus ques-
tion covering the period August 1, 2002, 

through September 30, 2002. The previous 
submission covered events from June 1, 
2002, through July 31, 2002. 

Direct talks on the island between Greek 
Cypriot leader Glafcos Clerides and Turk-
ish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash continue 
under United Nations auspices. As in the 
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past reporting periods, Special Cyprus Co-
ordinator Thomas G. Weston provided dip-
lomatic support to the process. Our new 
Ambassador to Cyprus, Michael Klosson, 
provided similar support when he assumed 
his post in August. The United States re-
mains committed to the United Nations ef-
fort to find a just and lasting settlement 
to the Cyprus problem. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., chair-
man, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

The President’s News Conference With President Jiang Zemin of China in 
Crawford, Texas 
October 25, 2002 

President Bush. I want to welcome the 
President of China to our ranch and to 
Texas. 

I want to start off by saying how sad 
Laura and I are about the sudden and trag-
ic death of United States Senator Paul 
Wellstone, his wife, and one of his children, 
as well as the death of others on that pri-
vate airplane. Our prayers and heartfelt 
sympathy goes to their sons, their loved 
ones, their friends, and the people of Min-
nesota. Paul Wellstone was a man of deep 
convictions, a plain-spoken fellow who did 
his best for his State and for his country. 
May the good Lord bless those who grieve. 

This is the third meeting of the President 
and me, and our personal relations and the 
relations between our two countries are 
strong. In our meeting, we discussed the 
threat posed by the Iraqi regime. China 
supports Iraq’s strict compliance with U.N. 
Security Council resolutions. And today we 
discussed and I urged President Jiang to 
support a new Security Council resolution 
demanding Iraq fully disarm itself of weap-
ons of mass destruction. 

The President and I also discussed and 
expressed concern about the acknowledg-
ment of the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea of a program to enrich uranium. 
We agreed that peace and stability in 
northeast Asia must be maintained. Both 

sides will continue to work towards a nu-
clear-weapons-free Korean Peninsula and a 
peaceful resolution of this issue. 

The United States and China are also 
allies in the fight against global terror, and 
our two countries are deepening our eco-
nomic relations. It is inevitable that nations 
the size of the United States and China 
will have differences, but the President and 
I agree that we need to resolve our dif-
ferences through mutual understanding and 
respect. 

On human rights, I emphasized that no 
nation’s efforts to counter terrorism should 
be used to justify suppressing minorities or 
silencing peaceful dissent. I shared with the 
President my views on the importance of 
China freeing prisoners of conscience, giv-
ing fair treatment to peoples of faith, and 
preserving the rights of Hong Kong citi-
zens. I also spoke of the importance of 
respecting human rights in Tibet and en-
couraged more dialog with Tibetan leaders. 

On proliferation, I expressed our con-
tinuing concerns about transfers of sensitive 
technologies. 

On Taiwan, I emphasized to the Presi-
dent that our ‘‘one China’’ policy, based 
on the three communiques in the Taiwan 
Relations Act, remains unchanged. 
stressed the need for dialog between China 
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and Taiwan that leads to a peaceful resolu-
tion of their differences. 

The United States seeks and is building 
a relationship with China that is candid, 
constructive, and cooperative. We will con-
tinue building this relationship through 
contacts at many levels in months to come, 
including a new dialog on security issues. 

I’m pleased to announce that Vice Presi-
dent Cheney will visit China next spring. 
The United States and China believe that 
a strong relationship between our nations 
will help to build a more peaceful world. 

Thank you for coming, President Jiang. 
President Jiang. Mr. President, ladies and 

gentlemen, I just learned that one plane 
crashed. I would like to express my deep 
condolences for the loss of the Senate. And 
also I would like to express my condolences 
to the bereaved family. 

I’m very pleased to visit President Bush 
at his ranch. I would like to thank Presi-
dent Bush and Mrs. Bush for the warm 
hospitality accorded to us. President Bush 
and I had a very good conversation. We 
exchanged views on some important issues 
of mutual interest. The meeting has been 
constructive and productive. 

We all agree that China and the U.S. 
are two great nations sharing extensive and 
important common interests. The two sides 
should increase exchanges and cooperation 
in economic, trade, cultural, educational, 
and other fields. We should stepup dialog 
and coordination on major international and 
regional issues, and constantly move our 
constructive and cooperative relationship 
forward. 

We are satisfied with our 
counterterrorism cooperation of the past 
year. We agreed to strengthen such co-
operation in a two-way and mutually bene-
ficial manner and work together against ter-
rorism in all forms and manifestations. 

We have had a frank exchange of views 
on the Taiwan question, which is of con-
cern to the Chinese side. I have elaborated 
my Government’s basic policy of peaceful 
unification and one country, two systems, 

for the settlements of the Taiwan question. 
President Bush has reiterated his clear-cut 
position that the U.S. Government abides 
by the ‘‘one China’’ policy. 

We did, indeed, discuss the nuclear issue 
concerning DPRK. I point out that China 
has all along been supporter of a nuclear-
free Korean Peninsula and wants peace and 
stability there. I agreed with President 
Bush that we will continue to consult on 
this issue and work together to ensure a 
peaceful resolution of the problem. 

We have also discussed human rights, re-
ligion, and other issues. I told President 
Bush that democracy and human rights are 
the common pursuits of mankind and that 
China’s human rights situation is at its best 
time, characterized by constant improve-
ment. Regarding our differences in these 
areas, the Chinese side stands ready to con-
tinue exchanging views with the U.S. side 
on basis of mutual respect and seeking 
common ground while shelving differences, 
with a view to deepening understanding 
and enhancing consensus. 

I’m confident that, so long as the two 
sides persist in viewing and handling their 
relations from a strategic height and with 
a long-term perspective and keep expand-
ing cooperation and enhancing mutual 
trust, China-U.S. relations will be able to 
grow steadily and bring benefits to both 
peoples. 

Thank you. 
President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Presi-

dent. 
I told the President that we would— 

asked him if we could take some questions. 
He said, ‘‘Sure.’’ There will be two ques-
tions from each side. And I promised him 
I would do my very best to make sure 
that the questioners would only ask one 
question, if you know what I mean, Mr. 
Fournier [Ron Fournier, Associated Press]. 
[Laughter] 

President Jiang said he remembered a 
couple of the American reporters were 
quick to break the one-question rule, and 
he asked if a fellow, Fournier, would be 
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there. And I said, ‘‘Well, surely he won’t 
do it this time.’’ 

Mr. Fournier. [Laughter] 
Q. I understand that means I can ask 

each President one question? [Laughter] 
President Bush. That’s exactly the prob-

lem. [Laughter] 

North Korean Nuclear Program 
Q. I’ll be glad to—I’ll be glad to—your 

question, President Bush, is, Are you will-
ing to negotiate with North Korea, while 
North Korea maintains a nuclear weapons 
program? 

And, President Jiang, could you tell us, 
do you think North Korea’s nuclear weap-
ons program is a threat to your country, 
and, if so, how do you plan to stop it? 

President Bush. See, I told you he 
wouldn’t abide by the one-question rule. 
[Laughter] 

Our first step, to make sure we resolve 
this peacefully, is to work with our friends, 
is to remind our friends of the dangers 
of a nuclear regime on the Korean Penin-
sula. President Jiang made it clear that 
China, like the United States, believes in 
a Korean Peninsula without nuclear weap-
ons. 

This is a chance for the United States 
and China to work very closely together 
to achieve that vision of a nuclear free— 
nuclear-weapons-free peninsula. And so I’ve 
instructed Secretary Powell to work very 
closely with his counterpart, as well as with 
their counterparts in South Korea and 
Japan and Russia, to come up with a com-
mon strategy to convince Kim Chong-il to 
disarm. And we look forward to working 
to that end. 

And so to complete our—the important 
dialog of developing a strategy that will 
hold North Korea to account in terms of 
disarming, I’m going to be visiting with the 
Prime Minister of Japan and the leader of 
South Korea tomorrow in Mexico. 

President Jiang. I can answer your ques-
tion in the most clear-cut terms and most 
definitely that we Chinese always hold the 

position that the Korean Peninsula should 
be nuclear-weapon-free. We are completely 
in the dark as for the recent development. 
But today President Bush and I agreed that 
the problem should be resolved peacefully. 

Thank you. 

China-U.S. Relations/‘‘One China’’ Policy 
Q. I’m from CCTV. My first question 

is for President Jiang. This is your third 
meeting with President Bush. How do you 
evaluate China-U.S. relations in the past 
year, and how do you envisage the future 
of the relationship? 

And also a question for President Bush. 
Just now you—— 

President Bush. It’s an international 
problem. [Laughter] 

Q. ——said that the United States sup-
ports a ‘‘one China’’ policy. What concrete 
step would you take to translate this com-
mitment into reality? 

President Jiang. In the past year, China 
and the United States have expanded their 
cooperation and enhanced mutual under-
standing and trust. On the whole, the rela-
tionship has enjoyed a good momentum of 
growth. Facts have proven once again that, 
despite the profound changes in the inter-
national situation and despite the dif-
ferences of one type or another between 
China and the U.S., our two countries have 
more, rather than less, common interest. 
And the prospect of cooperation between 
us has become broader, rather than nar-
rower. 

President Bush. In terms of your ques-
tion about the ‘‘one China’’ policy—‘‘one 
China’’ policy means that the issue ought 
to be resolved peacefully. We’ve got influ-
ence with some in the region. We intend 
to make sure that the issue is resolved 
peacefully, and that includes making it clear 
that we do not support independence. 

Holland [Steve Holland, Reuters]. 

U.N. Resolution on Iraq 
Q. Sir, do you feel like you’ve got China’s 

support for a new resolution on Iraq? And 
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are you willing to make any more conces-
sions in the language of a U.N. resolution, 
now that Russia and France have offered 
a watered-down resolution? 

President Bush. Thank you for asking one 
question. [Laughter] Now I’ll try to answer 
it. 

I made it clear to the President of China 
that I am interested in seeing to it that 
the United Nations is effective—effective 
in disarming Saddam Hussein. That’s what 
the United Nations has said for 11 years, 
that Saddam ought to disarm. And there-
fore, any resolution that evolves must be 
one which does the job of holding Saddam 
Hussein to account. That includes a rig-
orous, new, and vibrant inspections regime, 
the purpose of which is disarmament, not 
inspections for the sake of inspections. 

And any resolution which will be effec-
tive must have—there must be con-
sequences. Let me put it bluntly: There 
must be consequences in order to be effec-
tive. And therefore, in order for there to 
be consequences, we won’t accept a resolu-
tion which prevents us from doing exactly 
what I have told the American people is 
going to happen. That is, if the U.N. won’t 
act and if Saddam won’t disarm, we will 
lead a coalition to disarm him. And we’re 
working with all countries, particularly 
those on the Perm 5, to do just that. 

And that’s what we’ll accept, something 
that will enable us to do precisely what 
I have just described and what I describe 
almost every day that I’m out there talking 
to the American people. 

You tried to violate the rule, but I’m 
not going to let you. 

China-U.S. Relations 
Q. I’m from Xinhua news agency. For 

some time, certain people inside the United 
States call for containment against China. 
These people believe that a rising China 
poses a growing threat to the United States. 
What is your comment? 

President Jiang. Given their different na-
tional conditions, it is only natural for 

China and the United States to disagree 
from time to time. Such a disagreement 
should be viewed and handled with a broad 
perspective. China has chosen a develop-
ment path suited to its national conditions. 
It has enjoyed a rapid progress in economic 
growth, cultural development, and the 
building of democracy and rule of law, 
bringing tangible benefits to the Chinese 
people. Their quality of life and standard 
of living are improving. 

As the biggest developing country in the 
world, this road is still very long before 
China achieves full modernization. Our 
central task and long-term goal remain one 
of economic development and improvement 
of people’s living standards. 

The Chinese people have a tradition of 
peace loving. China has never engaged in 
expansion nor sought hegemony. We sin-
cerely desire peace all over the world. Even 
when China becomes more developed in 
the future, it will not pose a threat to oth-
ers. Threats have and will continue to prove 
that China is a staunch force for the main-
tenance of world and regional peace. 

Thank you. 
President Bush. Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference 
began at 1:41 p.m. outside the Governor’s 
House at the Bush Ranch. In his remarks, 
he referred to General Secretary Kim 
Chong-il of North Korea; Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan; President Kim 
Dae-jung of South Korea; and President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq. President Bush also re-
ferred to the October 25 crash of a twin en-
gine King Air aircraft in Eveleth, MN, which 
took the lives of Senator Paul Wellstone of 
Minnesota; his wife, Sheila Ison; his daugh-
ter, Marcia Wellstone; campaign aides Will 
McLaughlin, Tom Lapic, and Mary McEvoy; 
pilot Richard Conroy; and co-pilot Michael 
Guess. President Jiang referred to the 
DPRK, the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea. President Jiang spoke in Chinese, and 
his remarks were translated by an inter-
preter. 
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The President’s Radio Address 
October 26, 2002 

America’s health care system has advan-
tages no other nation can match but also 
challenges we cannot ignore. The quality 
of American medicine is excellent. Yet too 
many Americans live in communities lack-
ing good clinics and basic health care. Oth-
ers are forced to wait for new medical de-
vices that are delayed in an overburdened 
approval process. And the high cost of pre-
scription drugs is placing a heavy financial 
burden on many Americans, especially our 
seniors. 

This week, we are taking steps to address 
all of these problems. Today I have signed 
legislation that will expand the number of 
community health centers across the coun-
try. Community health centers are Amer-
ica’s health care safety net, providing pre-
natal care, checkups, and preventative treat-
ments to anyone who walks in the door. 
They serve more than a million people, 
mainly in remote areas or in inner-city 
neighborhoods, places where too many peo-
ple do not have the access to the quality 
health care they deserve. 

I have set a goal of creating 1,200 new 
and expanded community health centers by 
the year 2006. The bill I signed today will 
help my administration achieve this goal. 
If Congress funds my budget request for 
these important health centers, we can help 
an additional 1 million Americans get 
health care in 2003 and 4 million more 
by 2006. 

Also today I’m signing legislation that 
provides faster access to safe and effective 
medical devices. Each year, American com-
panies are creating new technologies to 
save and improve lives, technologies like 
coronary stints and increasingly sophisti-
cated pacemakers, which have helped re-
duce the death rate from heart disease by 
35 percent since 1980. 

Medical devices are often very complex 
and require careful testing before they’re 

approved by the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration. But the FDA is overwhelmed by 
the volume of new technologies, making 
delays more frequent and undermining the 
quality of device reviews. Under the new 
law, we’re going to speed up and improve 
the approval process. Companies that man-
ufacture medical devices will be required 
to pay a reasonable fee to the FDA, so 
the FDA can afford more expert staff to 
conduct thorough reviews within reasonable 
time limits. The entire Nation will benefit 
from a faster approval of lifesaving innova-
tions. 

Earlier this week, I also announced ac-
tion to bring lower cost generic drugs to 
market more quickly. Right now, some 
brand-name drug companies are using legal 
maneuvers to delay the approval of generic 
drugs, sometimes for years. We’re setting 
new limits on those delays. By reducing 
the public’s wait for quality generic drugs, 
we will reduce the cost of prescriptions in 
this country by more than $3 billion each 
year. These savings will help employer 
health plans, State Medicaid programs, and 
seniors who buy medicines on their own. 

On health care reform, we still have 
much work ahead of us. I applaud the 
House of Representatives for passing a pre-
scription drug benefit for seniors and for 
its efforts to fix the Nation’s badly broken 
medical liability system, which is driving up 
the cost of medicine and driving good doc-
tors out of the profession. I’m disappointed 
that the Senate has failed to act on these 
important reforms. 

With these reforms and the actions we 
have taken this week, we will bring the 
benefits of our health care system into the 
lives of more Americans. Thank you for 
listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:35 p.m. 
on October 25 at the Bush Ranch in 
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Crawford, TX, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
October 26. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
October 25 but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press 

Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. S. 1533, the Health 
Care Safety Net Amendments of 2002, ap-
proved October 26, was assigned Public Law 
107–251. 

Remarks Following Discussions With President Vicente Fox of Mexico and 
an Exchange With Reporters in Los Cabos, Mexico 
October 26, 2002 

[President Fox made opening remarks in 
Spanish, and no translation was provided.] 

President Bush. Vicente, thank you for 
inviting us here. This is a very beautiful 
part of the world, and we’re so honored 
you’re hosting this convention. 

We did have a very good discussion, but 
I’m not surprised. After all, we’re close 
friends. We discussed trade. We discussed 
commerce. We did discuss migration. Ever 
since I have been the President and 
Vicente has been the President, we have 
had a mutual desire to deal with the migra-
tion issue in a way that recognizes reality 
and in a way that treats the Mexican citi-
zens who are in the United States with 
respect. And we will continue to work on 
this issue. 

And we did talk about world peace and 
Iraq. Mexico is a member of the Security 
Council. We discussed how to keep the 
world peaceful, how to hold people to ac-
count, how to make sure the United Na-
tions is effective. And I appreciate so very 
much the President and the Foreign 
Minister’s desire to consult closely with the 
United States as we move forward to mak-
ing the world more peaceful. 

So we’re—it’s an honor to be here. It’s 
going to be a very important conference, 
being held in a beautiful spot and hosted 
by a good friend, Mr. President. 

We’ll take a couple of questions. 

Immigration 
Q. President Bush, we know that—we 

understand President Fox was going to talk 
to you about the impact that your subsidies 
would eventually have on Mexican illegal 
migration to the U.S. Did you have an an-
swer for him? 

President Bush. Ask the question again— 
agricultural subsidies? 

Q. Migration—— 
President Bush. Oh, yes. Well, here’s the 

answer. The answer is, the long-term an-
swer for the migration issue is to work a 
way that encourages commerce on both 
sides of the border, so people can find jobs 
here in Mexico, for starters. That’s the 
long-term solution. 

And the short-term solution, we’ve got 
to recognize that wage differentials are 
going to cause people to want to come 
to the United States. And when they come 
to the United States, we’ve got to work 
to make sure they’re treated with respect. 
And the issue is, how do we recognize the 
reality of two societies with a wage dif-
ferential the way they are? Here on the 
border, the wage differential is narrowing— 
or on the border, wage differential is nar-
rowing, so the migration pressure tends to 
come from interior of Mexico and the south 
of Mexico. And one of the things that the 
President and I have discussed in the past 
is, how best to develop industry together 
in the midst of Mexico, in the south of 
Mexico, so that people are more likely to 
find work at home. 
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Heidi [Heidi Pryzbyla, Bloomberg 
News]. Oh, sorry. 

North Korea 
Q. A senior administration official told 

us this morning that the goal with North 
Korea is to isolate them. What is your strat-
egy for doing that without winding up in 
the same position that we were in, in 1994, 
with a failed agreement? 

President Bush. Well, I’m glad you asked 
a senior administrative official. Our goal is 
to work with our friends in the region to 
convince Kim Chong-il to disarm. I made 
a positive step yesterday in Crawford when 
the President of China made a public dec-
laration that—he said, ‘‘Like the United 
States, we share the desire to make sure 
the Korean Peninsula is nuclear weapons 
free.’’ 

Right after this meeting with President 
Fox, I’ll be meeting with the leaders of 
Japan and South Korea, where we’ll con-
tinue this dialog. So the strategy is to make 
sure that our close friends and our allies 
and people with whom we’ve got relations 
work in concert to convince Mr. Kim 
Chong-il that a nuclear-weapons-free pe-
ninsula is in his interests; it’s in South Ko-
rea’s interests, and it is in the world’s inter-
ests. 
[At this point, a reporter asked a question 
in Spanish. President Bush and President 
Fox responded in Spanish, and no trans-
lation was provided.] 

U.N. Resolution on Iraq 
Q. For President Fox—it’s the same 

question, basically. For President Fox, are 
you prepared to support the U.S. position 
at the U.N. and vote for a resolution au-
thorizing force? 

And for President Bush, are there any 
consequences for nations that don’t support 
our position at the U.N.? 

President Bush. The only consequence, 
of course, is with Saddam Hussein. And 
if the U.N. does not pass a resolution which 
holds him to account and that has con-
sequences, then as I have said in speech 
after speech after speech, if the U.N. won’t 
act, if Saddam Hussein won’t disarm, we 
will lead a coalition to disarm him. 

Q. President Fox? 

[President Fox responded to the question 
in Spanish, and no translation was pro-
vided.] 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. at the 
Las Ventanas al Paraiso Hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to Foreign Minister Jorge 
Castaneda of Mexico; General Secretary Kim 
Chong-il of North Korea; President Jiang 
Zemin of China; President Kim Dae-jung of 
South Korea; Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi of Japan; and President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 

Joint United States-Japan-Republic of Korea Trilateral Statement 
October 26, 2002 

Today President George W. Bush, Presi-
dent Kim Dae-Jung, and Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi met to reaffirm their 
commitment to a peaceful Korean penin-
sula free of nuclear weapons. 

The three leaders agreed that North Ko-
rea’s program to enrich uranium for nuclear 

weapons is a violation of the Agreed 
Framework, the Non-Proliferation Treaty, 
North Korea’s IAEA safeguards agreement, 
and the South-North Joint Declaration on 
Denuclearization of the Korean peninsula. 
The three leaders called upon North Korea 
to dismantle this program in a prompt and 
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verifiable manner and to come into full 
compliance with all its international com-
mitments in conformity with North Korea’s 
recent commitment in the Japan-North 
Korea Pyongyang Declaration. In this con-
text, the three leaders agreed to continue 
close coordination. 

The three leaders stressed their commit-
ment to resolve this matter peacefully in 
close consultation trilaterally and with other 
concerned nations around the globe. 

The three leaders agreed that South-
North dialogue and the opening of Japan-
DPRK normalization talks can serve as im-
portant channels to call upon the North 
to respond quickly and convincingly to the 
international communities’ demands for a 
denuclearized Korean peninsula. President 
Kim briefed that during the recent South-
North Ministerial Meeting held in 
Pyongyang, the South strongly urged North 
Korea to take immediate action for a 
prompt and peaceful resolution of the nu-
clear issue. Prime Minister Koizumi reiter-
ated that Japan-DPRK normalization should 
promote not only bilateral relations with 
North Korea, but also contribute to peace 
and stability of the region. In this regard, 
Prime Minister Koizumi stressed that 
Japan-North Korea normalization talks 

Remarks in Phoenix, Arizona 
October 27, 2002 

Thank you all. Governor, thanks for that 
kind introduction. You know, it wasn’t all 
that long ago that a lot of people were 
saying, ‘‘Old Matt Salmon doesn’t even 
have a chance.’’ A lot of the pundits here 
in the State of Arizona had written this 
good man off, but it looks like to me they 
might have wasted a little ink. 

A lot of people were saying, ‘‘Well, he’s 
just not going to get there.’’ My fellow 
Americans and the good folks from Arizona, 
with your help, with your hard work, with 

would not be concluded without full com-
pliance with the Pyongyang Declaration be-
tween Japan and North Korea, in particular 
with regard to the security issues, including 
the nuclear issue, and abduction issues. 
President Bush reiterated his February 
statement in South Korea that the United 
States has no intention of invading North 
Korea as well as the fact that he had been 
prepared to pursue a bold approach to 
transforming U.S.-DPRK relations. 

The three leaders noted the potential for 
North Korea to benefit from greater par-
ticipation as a member of the international 
community. However, the three leaders 
agreed that North Korea’s relations with 
the international community now rest on 
North Korea’s prompt and visible actions 
to dismantle its program to produce highly 
enriched uranium for nuclear weapons. 

With a view to contributing to regional 
as well as international peace and stability, 
the three leaders reaffirmed that continued 
close consultations and trilateral coordina-
tion remain vital to the success of their 
efforts towards North Korea. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment. 

your turning out the vote, with your joining 
this good man and his good wife, Matt 
Salmon is going to be the next Governor 
of Arizona. And I am proud to be here 
as one of his strongest supporters. 

I’m not as strong a supporter as the next 
first lady from Arizona. I’m proud that 
Nancy is here. She’s going to make a great 
first lady. Old Matt and I married above 
ourselves. [Laughter] Laura sends her best. 
She sends her best regards to the Salmons. 
She knows what it’s like to be running for 
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office. She knows what it’s like to be a 
first lady of a State. She’s got all the con-
fidence in the world, as do I, in the Salmon 
family. They will represent you with dig-
nity. They’ll represent you with class. 
They’ll do a great job for everybody who 
lives in the State of Arizona. 

I’m also proud to be up here supporting 
Rick Renzi for the United States Congress. 
I like a man who believes in family val-
ues—all 12 of them. [Laughter] I had the 
privilege of campaigning with Rick in 
northern Arizona, the heart of his district. 
He’s well liked there. People understand 
him. He’s going to make a fine United 
States Congressman. No question in my 
mind, with your help, he is going to win. 

I want to thank one of my Cabinet Sec-
retaries for joining us today, Mel Martinez 
from the Housing and Urban Development. 
Let me tell you about Mel. He’s from Flor-
ida. There’s another Governor’s race over 
there I’m paying attention to, I might add. 
[Laughter] 

A long time ago when Mel was a little 
fellow, his parents made a difficult decision. 
They sent him to the United States from 
Cuba. They sent him, in what they call 
Operation Pedro Pan, from an island con-
trolled by a dictator to the land of the 
free. They put their young lad—let him 
go—they stayed behind for a while, not 
certain if they could get out—because of 
what America stood for. And here is that 
little man. That Pedro Pan, years later, is 
now in the Cabinet of the President of 
the United States, doing a fabulous job on 
behalf of America. The American Dream 
is alive and well, and Mel Martinez rep-
resents it all. 

I’m honored to be here with my good 
friend the Governor of Arizona; I appre-
ciate her service to your State, and I appre-
ciate her friendship to Laura and me—Jane 
Dee Hull. Thank you, Governor. 

I want to thank Cindy McCain for com-
ing. She didn’t bring John. She brought 
Jack. [Laughter] Senator McCain is out 
working hard to make sure that we change 

the leadership in the United States Senate. 
I appreciate John McCain and Jon Kyl’s 
good work on behalf of the American peo-
ple. And there’s a lot of reasons why we 
need to change the Senate—no more clear 
reason than to make sure the good, honest 
judges I put up for the Federal bench get 
a good hearing. 

We’ve got some of the members of the 
mighty Arizona congressional delegation 
who are here with us. One man not with 
us, but a man who’s done a fabulous job 
on behalf of the people of Arizona and 
the people of the United States, is the 
chairman, Bob Stump. He served with dis-
tinction. He served with class. And of 
course, we all wish Bob all the very best. 

I’m so proud to be up here with John 
Shadegg and Jeff Flake and big J.D. 
Hayworth. I told J.D., those of us in the 
political world make a living by shaking 
hands, and I’m not shaking his anymore. 
[Laughter] 

I also want to thank Trent Franks, who’s 
running for the United States Congress, for 
joining us today. For those of you in 
Trent’s district, give this good man your 
hard work. Thanks for coming, Trent. 

I know we’ve got the mayor here, Skip 
Rimsza, from the city of Phoenix. I want 
to thank you for coming, Skip. I’m proud 
to—I don’t see you anywhere, but I’m 
proud that you’re here. You’re not Skip. 
[Laughter] You’re not even old enough to 
vote. [Laughter] But if you’re wise, you’ll 
follow in his footsteps and serve your com-
munity, like he does. But thank you, Mr. 
Mayor, for coming today. 

I want to thank the Mountain View High 
School Band for being here on a Sunday 
afternoon; thank you all. I appreciate you 
all coming. I’ll try to keep my short—my 
speech short, so you can go back and study. 
[Laughter] 

I want to thank all those of you who 
are involved in the political process for 
being here today. Obviously, you’re inter-
ested; otherwise, you wouldn’t have come. 
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But a lot of you are the folks at the grass-
roots level who make a tremendous dif-
ference as to whether or not a candidate 
has a chance of winning or not. 

For those of you who are at the grass-
roots, I want to thank you for what you’re 
doing and going to do, which is to man 
the phones, put up the signs, send the let-
ters, remind your friends and fellow Arizo-
nans they have an obligation to America 
to vote. If you’re living in this country, you 
have an obligation as a citizen to exercise 
this wonderful freedom. Go to your houses 
of worship and your community centers 
and your coffee shops and talk it up. Talk 
it up about Matt Salmon and your congres-
sional candidates. Don’t be afraid to talk 
to good Democrats, either. Listen, a good 
Democrat knows the difference between a 
tax raiser and a tax cutter. These candidates 
are going to win, and they’re going to win 
because of you all. So thanks for coming, 
and thanks for your interest. 

The Governor’s race of any State is really 
important. It’s important to have somebody 
who’s going to do in office what they say 
they’re going to do, not somebody who kind 
of walks around taking a poll here and run-
ning a focus group there, trying to figure 
out what position to take, not somebody 
who will take a position one day, and then 
the butane gets turned up and changes 
their mind. That’s not the kind of Governor 
you need. You need somebody who’s 
steady, somebody who knows what he be-
lieves, somebody like Salmon that, when 
he went to the United States Congress, he 
said he was only going to serve three terms, 
and then did what he said. That’s the kind 
of Governor you need, somebody whose 
word you can trust. 

You must have a Governor who’s got the 
right priorities. Educating a child is the 
right priority, and that’s Matt Salmon’s pri-
ority. Education is to a State what national 
defense is to the Federal Government, by 
far the most important priority. And this 
Governor understands that. 

But a good Governor is someone who 
also has the right frame of mind when it 
comes to education. And that frame of 
mind starts with realizing every child can 
learn and believing that every child can 
learn, a frame of mind that is willing to 
set high standards and therefore challenge 
what I call the soft bigotry of low expecta-
tions; somebody that understands that if 
you set the bar low, you’re going to get 
bad results. 

It’s that type of attitude, by the way, 
the people that set the bar low or those 
who are willing just to write off certain 
children who are hard to educate—you see, 
it’s much easier to walk into a classroom 
full of children whose parents may not 
speak English as a first language and say, 
‘‘These kids can’t learn. Let’s just move 
them through.’’ You’ve got to have a Gov-
ernor who’s willing to challenge the status 
quo, who’s willing to say that it is unaccept-
able to socially promote children who may 
be hard to educate, a Governor whose vi-
sion for their State says every child can 
learn, not just those in good suburban dis-
tricts but every single child can learn. 

You’ve got to have a Governor who also 
understands that bureaucracies don’t set 
the path to excellence for every child, that 
you’ve got to have local control of schools, 
that one size doesn’t fit all. And you’ve 
got to have a Governor who’s willing to 
ask the fundamental question, is every child 
learning in Arizona? See, if you believe 
every child can learn, then you’ve got to 
ask the question. Show me. And therefore 
you must have accountability. 

And with Matt Salmon as the Governor, 
when he finds children in schools that are 
working, he’ll praise the teachers, and we 
need to praise the teachers. But the thing 
I appreciate about this good man is, when 
he finds children trapped in schools that 
will not teach and schools that will not 
change, this is a man who will challenge 
the special interests of Arizona with one 
interest in mind, the children. He will chal-
lenge the status quo because he believes, 
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like I believe, that no child should be left 
behind in the State of Arizona. 

I appreciate so very much that Matt un-
derstands the role of Government is not 
to create wealth. The role of Government 
is to create an environment in which the 
small-business owner and the entrepreneur 
can flourish. Seventy percent of new jobs 
in America are created by small-business 
owners, and you better have you a Gov-
ernor who understands the role of small 
business in our society. And Matt Salmon 
understands that. When he says he’s not 
raising taxes, book it. 

I look forward to working with Matt 
when we get a welfare reauthorization bill 
through the Congress, one that says that 
we’re going to help people find work. The 
best welfare program is a program which 
incorporates work so that people have the 
dignity of being able to put food on their 
own table. 

I look forward to working with Matt to 
make sure our health care system works. 
And I look forward to working with Rick 
and the other Members of Congress and 
the two United States Senators to make 
sure our health care system works. Medi-
cine has changed; Medicare hasn’t. Medi-
cine is going modern. Medicare is stuck 
in the past. For the sake of our seniors, 
for the sake of the quality of life for those 
who depend upon the Federal Government 
when it comes to Medicare, we need to 
modernize Medicare, reform Medicare, and 
include a prescription drug benefit for Ari-
zona’s seniors. 

Now, there’s a lot of issues that we can 
work on together. The people of Arizona 
will understand when Matt becomes the 
Governor that he’s going to work to change 
the tone. He’s going to elevate the dis-
course, that he’s not politics as usual, that 
he’s here to serve the good people of the 
State. He’s not going to be one of these 
fellows that says, ‘‘Well, did you vote for 
me? I’m going to be your Governor. If 
you didn’t vote for me, I’m not.’’ His inten-
tion is to represent every single person in 

Arizona, and he will do so with distinction 
and with class. 

I keep talking about Renzi. One reason 
I’m anxious to get Renzi up there is be-
cause I want to make sure Denny Hastert 
remains the Speaker of the House. The 
leadership of the House of Representatives 
and the Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives from the Republican Party 
have done a really good job on behalf of 
America. They’ve had a very strong agenda. 
They passed a lot of legislation that has 
been positive for our country. 

I can’t say the same thing for the United 
States Senate. A lot of good legislation is 
stuck—no more important piece of legisla-
tion than the homeland security bill. The 
reason why we need a homeland security 
bill is because there’s an enemy out there 
which hates America; enemy out there still 
lurking around; enemy out there that hates 
us because of what we love. And we’re 
not changing what we love. We love free-
dom. 

We love the idea of our fellow Americans 
being able to worship an almighty God any 
way you see fit. We love that. We love 
our democracy. We love our free press. 
We love every aspect of our freedom. And 
so long as we hold those freedoms dear 
to our heart, there’s an enemy out there 
which is trying to hurt us. And so our big-
gest job now is to protect the American 
people. I take that seriously. It’s a solemn 
obligation. [Applause] You all go ahead and 
sit down. 

It’s even more solemn now that—that 
we’re no longer protected by two oceans. 
It used to be, of course, that we could 
depend upon our geography to protect us 
from hatred, that there might be a turmoil 
somewhere in the world or there might 
be a threat somewhere in the world, and 
we could contain that threat if we choose 
to do so, or we could be involved in the 
conflict if we chose to do so. But we felt 
pretty comfortable about our security be-
cause of our—because of the two oceans 
which protected us. 
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And we learned a rough lesson on Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001, that when there’s 
hatred and people trying to hurt us, the 
battlefield can end up right here at home. 
And we’ve always got to remember that. 
I’m certainly going to remember that, that 
the stakes are different and that they’re 
higher. In order to protect the American 
people, we must see clearly the threats we 
face. We can’t have any fuzziness anymore, 
because the oceans aren’t there. 

And there’s a true threat that we face 
in the form of Saddam Hussein. It’s a real 
threat; it’s not an imagined threat. It’s a 
threat—it’s a threat because he’s shown the 
world what he’s like. 

He said he doesn’t have any weapons 
of mass destruction, said he wouldn’t have 
weapons of mass destruction, and he does. 
He’s not only got weapons of mass destruc-
tion; he’s used weapons of mass destruc-
tion. He’s used them against his neighbors. 
He’s used them against his own citizens. 
This is a man who can’t stand America 
and what we believe in. Nor can he stand 
some of our friends and allies. He’s a dan-
ger; he’s a threat. 

And so I went to the United Nations, 
and I said, ‘‘You’ve told this guy for 11 
years in 16 different resolutions to disarm, 
and he hasn’t done it. And for the sake 
of world peace, why don’t you show us 
whether or not you’re going to be a body 
which can act in the name of peace, or 
whether you’re going to be something like 
the League of Nations. You have a choice 
to make,’’ I said to them. ‘‘Show us whether 
or not you can be effective. We want you 
to be effective in the name of peace. We 
want you to have people listen to your 
word. If you say, ‘Disarm,’ we want people 
to disarm. If you come together as an orga-
nization that puts out a decree that the 
free world speaks, we want you to be effec-
tive.’’ I think it’s going to make the world 
a more peaceful place as we head into the 
21st century, particularly as we face these 
new threats. It’s their choice to make. 

And at the same time, we said the same 
thing to Saddam Hussein: ‘‘You said you 
would disarm. Now disarm. The choice is 
yours.’’ 

But my fellow Americans, for the sake 
of peace and security, for the sake of mak-
ing sure the Middle East is peaceful, for 
the making sure that the true threats don’t 
come to our shore in the form of a terrorist 
organization which may have obtained 
weapons of mass destruction from this man, 
I believe we owe it to our children and 
our children’s children to lead a coalition. 
If the U.N. won’t act, if Saddam Hussein 
will not act, if he continues to defy the 
world, the United States, in the name of 
peace, will lead a coalition to disarm Sad-
dam Hussein. 

No, the threat is real. The threat is real. 
It’s important to be clear-eyed. It’s also im-
portant to do everything we can here at 
home to protect you, and a lot of good 
people are working hard to do so. Anytime 
we find a hint, any kind of evidence of 
a plot, we’re doing everything we can to 
disrupt or deter or deny. We’ve got a lot 
of good people at the Federal level and 
the State level and the local level working 
a lot of long hours. 

You see, we are on alert; we’re aware. 
We weren’t aware prior to September the 
11th about this enemy that—how evil they 
are. But now we know they’re out there. 
And we’re doing good things here at home, 
but we can do better. And that’s why I’ve 
asked the Congress to join me in creating 
this Department of Homeland Security, so 
that the agencies involved with protecting 
you have got the capacity to have as their 
number one priority and their number one 
focus and a culture which says protecting 
America is the most important thing we’ll 
do. 

And the House of Representatives passed 
a good piece of legislation that enables this 
administration and future administrations to 
be able to have the management capacity 
to protect the homeland. The Senate is 
stuck. See, they want me to give up some 
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power, power that has been in the Presi-
dency since John Kennedy was the Presi-
dent, the ability to suspend work rules in 
the name of national security, the capacity 
to say it’s in our national interests to sus-
pend certain work rules so that you put 
the right people at the right place at the 
right time to protect the American people. 
And I’m not going to accept a lousy bill 
out of the United States Senate. 

And the reason why is, this is a task 
that we’ll be involved with for a while. And 
so the best way to protect the homeland 
is to hunt these killers down, one person 
at a time, and bring them to justice, which 
is exactly what the United States of Amer-
ica is going to do. 

Last week I signed a defense bill which 
is the biggest increase in defense money 
since Ronald Reagan was the President. 
People ought to read two things in that 
defense bill. One, anytime we put our 
troops into harm’s way, they deserve the 
best pay, the best training, and the best 
possible equipment. We owe that to our 
troops, and we owe that to the loved ones 
of the troops. And for those of you who 
have got a relative in the military, you’ve 
just got to know, this Commander in Chief 
has all the confidence in the world in the 
men and women who wear our uniform. 

It’s a different kind of war—oh, the sec-
ond message that we’re sending, by the 
way, is that we’re in this deal for the long 
haul, that there’s no time certain where 
we’ve got to quit. In other words, this isn’t 
a—defending freedom doesn’t have any-
thing to do with the calendar; it has every-
thing to do with success. And so we’re 
going to stay the course until we defeat 
the agents of terror. 

The coalition is strong. The doctrine still 
stands that says, ‘‘Either you’re with the 
United States and freedom-loving people, 
or you’re with the enemy.’’ That doctrine 
still stands. And the message of that de-
fense bill says it’s going to stand for quite 
a while. 

And we’re making progress—we’re mak-
ing progress. It’s a different kind of war 
we fight. So I like to spend time, whether 
it’s in the midst of the campaign, or Gov-
ernor Salmon’s time, or any other speech, 
to help educate the American people about 
the nature of this war. 

The best way I like to describe it is, 
in the old days, you could determine 
whether or not you were making progress 
against the enemy by the number of tanks 
that you destroyed or the number of air-
craft you shot out of the air or the number 
of ships you sunk. This bunch we fought, 
they don’t have ships. They hide in caves 
and send youngsters to their suicidal death. 
These are the kind of people that have 
hijacked a great religion. They have no re-
gard for innocent life, and they’re nothing 
but a bunch of coldblooded killers, and 
we’re going to treat them like that. 

So we’re after them. We’re after them 
one at a time. And that’s why intelligence-
sharing is incredibly important. That’s why 
it’s important to work with others to cut 
off their money. I just came up from Cabo 
San Lucas, where I was meeting with 
APEC nations. These are nations that bor-
der the Pacific. And yesterday the first 
agenda amongst the leaders was terrorism, 
counterterrorism. I was the first speaker. 
I reminded them that the war goes on. 
I reminded them they have an obligation 
to join with us. And when we find some-
body that we know is a part of this terrorist 
network, they go get them, or we go get 
them. Either case, we’re going to get them. 

The other day, one guy popped his head 
up. His name was bin al-Shibh. He’s not 
a problem anymore to America. He’s 
now—he was—this is the person that was 
going to be the 20th hijacker, and he was 
in Pakistan, hiding. But we found him. See, 
there’s no cave deep enough to hide. 
There’s no corner of the world dark 
enough. Slowly but surely, America and 
others who love freedom are hunting them 
down. We’ve probably hauled in a couple 
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of thousand of them so far. A like number 
wasn’t as lucky. 

And it’s going to take a while. It’s going 
to take a while. We’ve got brave troops 
still on the border of Pakistan and Afghani-
stan. They’ve got—I was with—I talked to 
the President of the Philippines, Gloria Ar-
royo, who has been such a strong sup-
porter. I said, ‘‘We’ll continue to provide 
you help, and thanks for going to get the 
head of the Abu Sayyaf,’’ who was the per-
son that led a group of killers that kidnaped 
Americans and just tried to wreak havoc— 
they’re terrorists. 

Slowly but surely, we’re going to bring 
these people to justice. There’s no doubt 
in my mind. See, the enemy didn’t under-
stand who they were hitting. They thought 
they were hitting somebody that—some-
body that was so selfish and materialistic 
and so self-absorbed that, after September 
the 11th, 2001, we’d take a step back and 
file a lawsuit or two. [Laughter] That’s what 
they thought. And they found out some-
thing differently. They found out the 
mighty United States of America loves free-
dom, and we’re relentless when it comes 
to the pursuit of justice. And we’re not 
backing down. 

I believe strongly that out of the evil 
done to America is going to come some 
good. I believe that because we’re such a 
great nation and a strong nation and a com-
passionate nation, that out of the evil done 
to the country will come some good, start-
ing with peace. 

You’ve got to understand, and I hope 
you tell your loved ones, that amidst all 
the talk about war is a deep, abiding desire 
for peace. I long for peace for our own 
country. But because this Nation says ev-
erybody matters—in contrast to the enemy, 
this Nation believes every life counts; ev-
erybody has worth. I long for peace around 
the world. I long for peace in places where 
people have quit on peace. And I believe 
we can achieve it. I believe by being strong 
and tough, by being true to our love of 
freedom and understanding that freedom 

isn’t America’s gift to the world, it is a 
God gift, and that freedom is universal, it 
is applied to everybody—if we remain true 
and strong and diligent, we can achieve 
peace. We can achieve peace. 

And here at home we can achieve a bet-
ter America, too, an America that—that the 
great hope of America, the great bright 
light of America shines in every neighbor-
hood. See, amongst our plenty, there are 
people who hurt. There are some who say, 
you say, ‘‘American Dream,’’ and they don’t 
even know what you’re talking about. 
‘‘American Dream, what is that?’’ 

And so long as one of us hurts, we all 
hurt, as far as I’m concerned. And we have 
a chance—we really have a chance. The 
Government can help; we can do things, 
of course, to make sure that people’s lives 
are better. I talked about education. I 
talked about Medicare. Another thing Gov-
ernment can do to make sure lives are bet-
ter is to make sure that tax cuts we passed 
are permanent. You see, when you let peo-
ple have more money—if you let people 
have more money in their pocket, it’s going 
to encourage economic growth. And so long 
as somebody is looking for work, who wants 
to work and can’t find a job, we’ve got 
a problem. 

And therefore, one of the things Govern-
ment can do is be pro-growth, is do every-
thing we can to encourage the vitality of 
the economy to go forward. I’m optimistic 
about our economy. Interest rates are low. 
Inflation is low. Productivity is up. But in 
order to make sure small business flour-
ishes and the entrepreneurial spirit is 
strong, Congress needs to make the tax cuts 
permanent. Congress needs to make sure 
we get rid of the death tax, once and for 
all—another reason to make sure that we 
change the Senate and keep Denny Hastert 
as the Speaker. 

But one of the things we’ve got to re-
member is that Government can do certain 
things. Government can hand out money, 
for example. And sometimes we do a pretty 
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good job of it. But what Government can-
not do is put hope in people’s hearts or 
a sense of purpose in people’s lives. 

See, we can change America, one heart 
and one soul at a time, if all of us under-
stands that we can make—each of us can 
make a difference. When you put your arm 
around somebody who hurts and somebody 
in need—who’s in need, and say, ‘‘I love 
you,’’ you’re part of changing America. If 
you’re a Boy Scout leader or a Girl Scout 
leader, you’re changing America. If you 
work in a Boys or Girls Club, you’re chang-
ing America. If you’re involved in the qual-
ity of education in your neighborhood, 
you’re changing America. If you just walk 
into a shut-in’s house and say, ‘‘I love you; 
can I help you,’’ you’re changing America. 

No, the enemy hit us. They didn’t know 
who they were hitting. They didn’t under-
stand America like I do. Not only are we 
strong, we are compassionate. Many of our 
fellow citizens have taken a step back, and 
they said, ‘‘What is life all about? What 
is the true definition of a patriot?’’ I think 
we’re all beginning to understand, serving 
something greater than yourself in life, 
serving your Nation by helping a neighbor 
in need, is the definition of the American 
spirit that is alive and well. 

I want the youngsters here to realize that 
you live in the greatest land in the face 
of the Earth. It’s a land that we can never 
take for granted. That’s why voting is in-
credibly important. But as a citizen of this 
land, in order to make sure it continues 
to remain great, you have an obligation— 
we all have an obligation to do what we 
can do, to do what Government cannot do, 
and that’s to help people, one person at 
a time. 

Perhaps the most vivid reminder—I 
think history will show this is a vivid re-
minder of what I’m talking about, the 
American spirit that is alive and well—took 
place on Flight 93. People were flying 
across the country—people were flying 
across the country that day. They weren’t 

sure what was going on. They were on cell 
phones, using the modern technology to 
learn that the airplane they were on was 
being used as a weapon. 

Some of them didn’t panic. Probably all 
of them didn’t. They were on the phones 
to their loved ones. They said goodbye. I’m 
sure they said, ‘‘I love you.’’ They used 
the word ‘‘love.’’ They said a prayer. One 
guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They took the air-
plane into the ground to serve something 
greater than themselves in life. 

That’s the American spirit that is alive 
and well and strong. It is a spirit of sac-
rifice. It is a spirit of compassion. It is 
a spirit of decency. And it is the spirit 
that allows me to boldly predict that out 
of the evil done to America is going to 
come an America that is more hopeful, 
more decent for every single person who’s 
fortunate enough to live in this country. 

No, you’re looking at one of the greatest 
optimists ever to hold the office of the 
Presidency, because I understand America 
is the greatest nation, full of the most de-
cent people on the face of the Earth. 

Thank you all for coming today. May 
God bless you, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:54 p.m. at 
the Dodge Theater. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to gubernatorial candidate Matt Salm-
on, who introduced the President, and his 
wife, Nancy Salmon; Rick Renzi, candidate 
for Arizona’s First Congressional District; 
Gov. Jane Dee Hull of Arizona; Cindy 
McCain, wife of Senator John McCain, and 
their son Jack; Trent Franks, candidate for 
Arizona’s Second Congressional District; 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; and 
Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al Qaida operative 
suspected of helping to plan the September 
11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was captured 
in Karachi, Pakistan. 
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Statement on Signing the Medical Device User Fee and Modernization Act 
of 2002 
October 26, 2002 

Today I have signed into law H.R. 5651, 
the ‘‘Medical Device User Fee and Mod-
ernization Act of 2002.’’ The Act protects 
patients from inappropriate reuse of med-
ical devices, strengthens the inspection re-
gime for medical device manufacturing fa-
cilities, modernizes Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) medical device operations, 
and establishes a program under which the 
users of the FDA’s medical device review 
services pay for those services. 

Section 201(a) of the Act enacts section 
704(g)(10) of the Food Drug and Cosmetic 
Act, which purports to make the operation 
of the ‘‘accredited persons’’ inspection pro-
visions for medical device establishments 
dependent upon certain determinations by 
the Comptroller General, a legislative 
agent, of amounts obligated by the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services for 
particular purposes. The executive branch 

Remarks in Alamogordo, New Mexico 
October 28, 2002 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Hola. 

Audience members. Hola. 
The President. Si. Thank you all for com-

ing today. It’s a beautiful day here. Of 
course, every day is a beautiful day in New 
Mexico. I love to come to a part of the 
country where the cowboy hat is—the cow-
boy hat, instead of the tie, is a part of 
the work uniform. It kind of reminds me 
of home, right around the corner from 
here. 

They tell me I’m the first President ever 
to come to Alamogordo. For that, I’m hon-
ored. I’m honored, and I’m honored so 
many of my fellow Americans have come 

shall construe this provision in accordance 
with the principles set forth in Bowsher 
v. Synar, 478 U.S. 714 (1986). 

Several provisions of the Act require ex-
ecutive branch officials to submit rec-
ommendations to the Congress. The execu-
tive branch shall construe such provisions 
in a manner consistent with the President’s 
constitutional authority to submit for the 
consideration of the Congress such meas-
ures as the President judges necessary and 
expedient. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
October 26, 2002. 

NOTE: H.R. 5651, approved October 26, was 
assigned Public Law No. 107–250. This state-
ment was released by the Office of the Press 
Secretary on October 28. 

out to say hello, to listen to what’s on my 
mind. First of all, what’s on my mind is 
that in order to be a good American, in 
my judgment, you’ve got to exercise your 
right. You’ve got to go to the polls. In order 
to do your job as an American, you can’t 
take democracy for granted. You owe it 
to our society to go vote. 

Of course, I’ve got a few suggestions for 
you when you go to the polls. It doesn’t 
matter to me whether you’re a Republican, 
Democrat, or independent. You have an 
obligation. So I’m here to urge you all to 
do your duty and to go to your coffee shops 
and your houses of worship, community 
centers, and urge your fellow citizens to 
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do their duty as well. And while you’re 
asking them to do it, remind them, for the 
good of New Mexico and for the good of 
the country, Steve Pearce is the right man 
for the Congress. 

And I also want you to remind them 
that you’ve got a good man running for 
Governor, a man who can do the job, a 
man who represents the best of New Mex-
ico. Tell them John Sanchez is the right 
man for the Governor of New Mexico. 

I’m proud to be here today with a mem-
ber of my Cabinet. His name is Mel Mar-
tinez. I want to tell you about Mel’s story 
right quick. He was a young boy, born in 
Cuba, but his mother and daddy realized 
the promise of America. They realized that 
the land of freedom was the right place 
to raise their child. And so they sent Mel 
by himself from the island of Cuba, from 
the island of Cuba to escape the clutches 
of Fidel Castro’s repressive regime, to 
America. His mother and daddy decided 
America was so important and so promising 
that they made an incredibly difficult 
choice for a mother and dad, and that is, 
they said, ‘‘Son, we love you. We love you 
so much that we’re sending you by yourself 
as a young boy to America.’’ And here he 
is today, in the Cabinet of the President 
of the United States. He represents the 
best of America, the promise of America, 
and the hope of America. 

And that’s the greatness of this country. 
And that’s what we’ve all got to work to-
gether to achieve, to make sure the great-
ness of America and the promise of Amer-
ica shines brightly for everybody. 

I’m proud to be here today with my 
friend the Governor of New Mexico and 
the great first lady of New Mexico, Gary 
and Dee Johnson. And one thing for cer-
tain is, I’m not going to challenge him to 
a footrace—[laughter]—or a bike race, or 
a swimming race. [Laughter] I mention the 
first lady—unfortunately, you drew the 
short straw today. If you really were smart, 
Steve would have invited Laura to come 
instead of me. I just talked to her on the 

phone. She’s in Crawford. She’s fixing to 
head up to Washington. She’s doing great, 
by the way. I’m really proud of her. She 
was born and raised in Midland. When I 
met her, she was—actually, we went to 
eighth grade together at San Jacinto Junior 
High. And then we got to know each other 
again, and when I met her, she was a pub-
lic school librarian. [Applause] Oh, yeah. 
There’s always one or two in every crowd. 
[Laughter] 

I don’t know how you feel about politics, 
but I can tell you how she felt about poli-
tics. She didn’t care for them. [Laughter] 
When I married her, she didn’t like politi-
cians. Yeah, I know. [Laughter] But fortu-
nately, she said yes when I asked her to 
marry me, and she is a great First Lady 
for America. I think it has a lot to do 
with the part of the world that we’re from, 
the part of the world she’s from—your part 
of the world, a place where values matter 
a lot, where family counts first, where faith 
is important. 

Today I’m sorry that one of the really 
finest United States Senators amongst the 
100 is not with us. He’s on his way to 
mourn the loss of a fellow Senator, Paul 
Wellstone. We all send our send our pray-
ers and thoughts to his family. Pete 
Domenici is one of the fine ones. He’s 
a really, really great American. He’s a solid, 
solid citizen. And I hope, if all goes right 
next Tuesday, all around the country we’re 
going to start calling him Mr. Chairman 
again, because we’re going to change the 
United States Senate. 

No, I’m working hard to make sure that 
Denny Hastert remains the Speaker. That’s 
why I want you to send this good man, 
Steve Pearce, to the Congress. I want to 
urge you to make sure that Pete Domenici 
goes back to the Senate. We’re working 
hard so that we can say with certainty that 
in Washington we’re working together to 
make America a better place. 

I appreciate so very much the fact that 
Joe Skeen has served New Mexico with 
distinction. Joe’s a good man. I’ve known 
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him for a long time. Of course, he’s strug-
gling right now with physical affliction, but 
his faith is strong; his spirit is high. And 
we all owe him a debt of gratitude for 
serving this great part of the world with 
class. 

I want to thank the mayor of Alamogordo 
for coming here. I appreciate, Mr. Mayor, 
your good work for this important commu-
nity. I want to thank all of you all who 
are involved with grassroots politics—Re-
publican grassroots politics, those of you 
who man the phones and put the signs 
in the yards and lick the envelopes. It’s 
an essential part of democracy. It’s an es-
sential part of how people win. I want to 
thank you for what you have done. I want 
to thank you for what you’re going to do, 
which is do everything you can to turn out 
a big vote for these good candidates. 

And there’s a reason—not just because 
they look pretty. [Laughter] Well—[laugh-
ter]—because they’ve got ideas on how to 
make New Mexico a better place and how 
to make the country a stronger place. John 
Sanchez understands that education is the 
most important priority for any State. That’s 
what he knows. He knows what I know, 
that in order to be effective, in order to 
make sure people can learn, you’ve got to 
set high standards. You’ve got to believe 
every child can learn. You’ve got to chal-
lenge what I call the soft bigotry of low 
expectations. 

If you lower the bar, you’re going to 
get lousy results. If the system believes that 
certain children can’t learn, you know 
what’s going to happen? People are going 
to get left behind. You’ve got to have the 
highest of high standards. You’ve got to 
believe every child can learn, especially 
those children whose parents may not speak 
English as a first language. You’ve got to 
have a Governor in whose heart of hearts 
understands that high expectations is one 
of the keys to success. And then you’ve 
got to have a Governor who doesn’t get 
captured by the special interests of any 
State capital or National Capital but a Gov-

ernor who trusts the local people to chart 
the path to excellence for every child. Local 
control of schools is an incredibly important 
part of educational excellence. 

No, education is important. And if you 
believe every child can learn, then you 
want to have an accountability system 
which will show us whether every child is 
learning. See, if you believe every child can 
learn, then you better have yourself a Gov-
ernor who’s willing to ask that fundamental 
question, can our children read and write 
and add and subtract? Can we teach them 
early enough, before it’s too late? You want 
to have a measuring system so that you’re 
able to praise the teachers for their good 
work. And for all of you who are teachers, 
thank you from the bottom of our heart. 

But in order to make sure every child 
can learn, if you believe every child can 
learn, then you want to know. In order 
to make sure, you better have an account-
ability system that tells us whether or not 
our children are trapped in schools which 
will not teach and will not change. And 
then you have a better—Governor who’s 
got the courage and the willingness, for 
the sake of the children, to demand change. 
No child should be left behind in the State 
of New Mexico when John Sanchez is your 
Governor. 

If one of the concerns is jobs in New 
Mexico, then it seems like to me you better 
get you a Governor who knows how to 
create jobs. See, he’s done that. He’s an 
entrepreneur. He understands the role of 
small business in our society. Small busi-
nesses create 70 percent of the new jobs 
in America. So get you a Governor who 
knows that, and get you a Governor who 
also understands the role of Government 
is not to create wealth; the role of Govern-
ment is to create opportunity, opportunity 
for our small businesses to grow to be big 
businesses, opportunities for our farmers 
and ranchers to be able to make a living. 

John Sanchez is the right man for Gov-
ernor. When you turn out the vote, make 
sure you back this good man. He’s going 
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to make you one you can be proud of. 
And I need Steve up in the United States 
Congress. I don’t need to be worried about 
a vote from this part of New Mexico. I 
need somebody who’s going to work with 
me on a solid way, somebody we can count 
on. And the reason I know I can count 
on him is because we share the same phi-
losophy about life. We understand the role 
of Government, and we understand and are 
optimistic that we can accomplish anything 
put in this country’s path. 

And we’ve got some big hurdles to cross. 
We’ve got some big steps to climb. There’s 
no question in my mind we can do that. 
After all, this is the finest nation on the 
face of the Earth. 

One big hurdle we’ve got to cross is to 
make sure this economy keeps growing, 
make sure people can find work. Anytime 
one American who wants to work can’t find 
a job, says to me we’ve got a problem. 
And therefore, in Washington, we’ve go to 
be promoting pro-growth policies, pro-
growth in the sectors necessary to increase 
employment. 

One of the things I took on was the 
Tax Code. I told the people of New Mexico 
and the country that if you elected me as 
President, I was going to do everything I 
can to reduce the tax burden on the Amer-
ican people. And fortunately, it came at 
the right time. 

See, here’s what I believe—here’s what 
Steve knows—that if you let a man or a 
woman keep more of their own money, 
they’re more than likely to demand an addi-
tional good or a service. And when some-
body demands a good or a service in our 
society, in our marketplace, somebody is 
likely to produce the good or a service. 
And when somebody produces that good 
or a service, it means somebody is more 
likely to be able to find a job. 

The best thing we have done in Wash-
ington for our economy is to let the people 
of New Mexico and America keep more 
of your own money. And now we need 
to have us a Congressman who will join 

me in making sure that the tax relief is 
permanent, that it exists for the next dec-
ade, so you know you’ve got that money 
in your pocket, so you know no one is 
going to come and take that money back 
away from you. See, that’s an important 
issue. It’s an important issue. 

There’s a fundamental difference among 
some of us in Washington. One of the 
things Steve and I understand is, when 
we’re talking about the money up there, 
it’s not the Government’s money; it’s the 
people’s money. 

We’re working hard in Washington to 
make sure the country is a better place. 
And that means fulfilling some of our com-
mitments that we made. One such commit-
ment, of course, is Medicare. Medicine has 
changed; Medicare hasn’t. Medicine is be-
coming more and more modern with the 
new technologies and the new medicines; 
Medicare is stuck in the past. For the sake 
of a better America, for the sake of an 
America fulfilling its promise, we need to 
modernize Medicare, including a prescrip-
tion drug plan for our seniors. 

Steve understands that. Steve under-
stands that. I look forward to working with 
him on issues important, whether it be edu-
cation or Medicare or taxes or making sure 
Congress doesn’t overspend. These are key 
issues we need to work on. But there’s 
no more important issue than to make sure 
our homeland is secure. The most impor-
tant obligation we have at all levels of gov-
ernment is to do everything we can to se-
cure the homeland, is to protect innocent 
life, is to prevent an enemy which hates 
America from hurting any American. 

And that’s an important job, because— 
and it’s an ongoing job, because you’ve just 
got to understand that an enemy lurks out 
there. They’re dangerous. They’re deter-
mined. They’re based upon—they base 
their sentiments upon hatred. They don’t 
value innocent life. See, that stands in stark 
contrast to America and Americans. We 
value life. We say everybody is precious; 
everybody counts. 
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That’s not how the enemy thinks. 
They’ve hijacked a great religion, and they 
murder in the name of that religion. They 
don’t value life. They hate America because 
of what we love. We love freedom. We 
love the idea of people being able to wor-
ship an almighty God any way you see fit. 
We love our free society. We love the idea 
that people can come to America and real-
ize their dreams. Freedom stands at the 
heart and soul of America, and we’re not 
changing. And so long as we love freedom, 
they’re going to hate us. 

The other thing that’s important for our 
citizens to realize is that the stakes have 
changed. After September the 11th, we 
learned a hard lesson and a cold lesson, 
and that is, oceans no longer protect us 
from the hatred of our enemies. When a 
lot of us were coming up, we used to, 
could sit back and say, ‘‘Oceans protect us. 
Therefore, we have the luxury of picking 
or choosing what threat we deal with. We 
can take our time.’’ If we chose not to 
be involved, we could just let a threat ma-
terialize, and we don’t have to worry about 
it. 

We’ve got to be clear-eyed about the 
new dangers we face. We’ve got to be real-
istic. If we’re going to protect America, it’s 
very important for all of us, particularly 
those of us in Washington, to not hope 
for the best but to see clearly the threats. 
And there is a real threat, in my judgment, 
a real and dangerous threat to America in 
Iraq, in the form of Saddam Hussein. I 
want to—this is a man who told the world 
that he wouldn’t have weapons of mass de-
struction. He’s got weapons of mass de-
struction. This is a man who has used 
weapons of mass destruction. He’s used 
them against his neighbors. He’s used them 
against his own people. This is a person 
who can’t stand America. This is a person 
who has had contacts with Al Qaida. This 
is a person who has defied international 
bodies time and time again. This is a per-
son who has made the United Nations look 
foolish. 

I went to the United Nations. I said to 
them as clearly as I could, in Western lan-
guage—[laughter]—I said, ‘‘You can be an 
effective body to help us keep the peace. 
You can be an effective U.N., or you can 
be the League of Nations. That’s your 
choice to make. You have the choice as 
to whether or not you will allow this 
dictator to continue to defy the United Na-
tions and therefore weaken you. Or you 
can join with the United States and disarm 
him like he said he would do.’’ 

I’ve also sent a message to Mr. Saddam 
Hussein: After 11 years, you have defied 
the U.N. You have not done what you said 
you would do. And now it is the time for 
you to disarm. 

The United States Congress, both Re-
publicans and Democrats, have debated 
this issue, and they spoke with one clear 
voice. And here is what the administration 
and now your elected Representatives are 
saying to the world: Either the United Na-
tions will do its duty to disarm Saddam 
Hussein, or Saddam Hussein will disarm 
himself. In either case, if they refuse to 
act, in the name of peace, in the name 
of a secure tomorrow, in the name of free-
dom, the United States will lead a coalition 
and disarm Saddam Hussein. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. No, we’ve got to be clear-
eyed and realistic about the threats we face. 
History has called us into action. This coun-
try loves peace, and we love freedom, and 
we must lead the world to a more peaceful 
world and a freer world. 

It’s also important to be realistic about 
what could happen here at home. These 
people are lurking around. And so every-
body—you’ve got to know that we’re work-
ing hard at all levels of government to run 
down any lead, to chase down any hint, 
to deter and defy and deny an enemy who 
still hates America. There’s a lot of people 
working hard on your behalf. But I believe 
we can do a better job, and that’s why 
I asked Congress to make sure that we 
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bring all these agencies involved with pro-
tecting America under one Cabinet office, 
so that we can set a clear priority, and 
if need be, change cultures to make sure 
we’re doing everything in our power to pro-
tect America. 

Let me give you some examples of what 
we need to have happen. On the border, 
it’s important to know who’s coming into 
the country, what they’re bringing into the 
country, and whether or not they’re leaving 
when they say they’re going to leave. On 
our borders, we can be respectful to people 
and our neighbors and, at the same time, 
be tough on terror. But there’s three Fed-
eral agencies full of good, decent people 
who are working hard on border. There’s 
INS and Border Patrol and Customs, three 
really fine agencies, full of good people, 
but sometimes they don’t share the same 
strategy. They’ve got different uniforms. 
Sometimes they don’t work as closely as 
they should, because of rules, bureaucratic 
rules. 

And so I’ve asked the Congress, give me 
the power to, in the name of national secu-
rity, to be able to effect those work rules, 
so that we can better say to the American 
people, ‘‘We’re doing everything we can to 
protect you.’’ The House heard the call. 
The Senate hasn’t. The Senate hasn’t 
moved—another reason we need to change 
the leadership in the Senate so we can 
get a—so we can have a Homeland Secu-
rity Department where this President and 
future Presidents are able to put the right 
people at the right place with the right 
equipment at the right time, to protect the 
American people. 

I don’t have to worry about old Steve 
Pearce’s vote on that issue or Pete Domen-
ici’s. I want you to know that no matter 
how hard we work here at home—and we’ll 
work hard; however long it takes, we’ll 
work hard—the most effective way to pro-
tect the homeland is to hunt these killers 
down, one at a time, and bring them to 
justice. That’s the most effective thing, and 

we’re doing it. Slowly but surely, we’re 
hunting them down. 

Now, it’s hard to tell progress sometimes 
because this is a different kind of war. I’m 
sure we’ve got some vets out there who 
remember the wars where, ‘‘Yes, we’re 
making progress because we destroyed 
some tanks,’’ or, ‘‘We’re making progress 
because we shot some airplanes out of the 
sky.’’ That’s not the type of enemy we face 
now. These people are ones who hide in 
caves, kind of lurk in the dark corners of 
some of the cities in the world. Then they 
send youngsters to their suicidal deaths. It’s 
a new kind of war, a different kind of army. 
But that doesn’t mean we can’t win. As 
a matter of fact, I’m confident we will win. 
And I know we’re making progress. 

And part of my confidence rests in the 
fact that we’ve got the finest United States 
military in the world. And I just signed 
a new defense bill. It’s the largest increase 
in defense spending since Ronald Reagan 
was the President. The message—there’s 
two messages in that bill; it’s important to 
hear. One, anytime this country puts our 
troops into harm’s way, we owe it to the 
troops, and we owe it to the loved ones 
of the troops, to make sure they’ve got 
the best training, the best equipment, and 
the best possible pay. 

And the second message is that—and this 
is a message to our friends and to our 
foes alike—that we’re in this deal for the 
long haul. It don’t matter how long it takes. 
When it comes to the defense of our free-
dom, when it comes to the—defending the 
American people, it doesn’t matter how 
long it takes. There is not a calendar in 
the Oval Office which says, on this day, 
Mr. President, you haul them home. That 
just doesn’t exist in my way of thinking. 
It doesn’t exist in the way of thinking of 
most Americans. They understand what is 
at stake. They understand we have an obli-
gation. They understand no matter how 
long it takes, no matter what the cost, we’re 
going to do our duty, and that is to defend 
freedom and to defeat the enemy of terror, 
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to defeat that enemy that loves terror as 
a weapon. 

We’ve hauled in a couple of thousand 
of them so far. I say ‘‘we’’—the doctrine 
still stands which says, ‘‘Either you’re with 
us, or you’re with the others.’’ That doc-
trine still exists, and there is still a coalition 
of people working together. The other day 
we got a guy named bin al-Shibh. He 
thought he was going to be the 20th hi-
jacker. That’s what he wanted to be. He 
popped his head up. He is no longer a 
problem to America. 

A couple of thousand of them have been 
hauled in by America and our friends, and 
we’re still making progress, one at a time. 
We’re putting that spotlight into caves, and 
we’re hauling them out of there. We’re 
finding them in the dark corners. A like 
number hasn’t been so lucky, by the way. 
And they’re not a problem, either. Slowly 
but surely—it doesn’t matter how long it 
takes. 

You know, I don’t know what was going 
through the mind of the enemy. They prob-
ably took a look at America and said, you 
know, ‘‘These folks are shallow. They’ve got 
one religion called materialism. They’re 
self-absorbed.’’ After they hit us, we’d prob-
ably take a step back and maybe file a 
lawsuit or two. [Laughter] No, they made 
a big, big mistake. They don’t understand 
the character of the country. 

See, this country is strong; it’s steady. 
This country is determined. And so long 
as we remain strong and determined, so 
long as we remember that freedom is not 
created by America, freedom is God-given 
for everybody around the world, so long 
as we hold our values dear, we can bring 
peace. I want you to tell your kids that 
amongst all the talk about war, there’s a 
burning and deep desire to make the world 
peaceful, to make America peaceful—not 
only to make America peaceful because we 
value each life, everybody counts, peace in 
other parts of the world, as well. 

I truly believe that out of the evil done 
to America can come some incredible 

good—some incredible good. And that 
good is going to be a peaceful world. I 
also know here at home that we can be 
a better America. I’ve talked about ways 
for Government to help, but you’ve got to 
know that Government, even though it can 
hand out money, it can never put hope 
in people’s hearts or a sense of purpose 
in people’s lives. The best healing there 
is in America, the best way to eliminate 
pockets of despair and hopelessness which 
exist in this land, the best way to make 
sure that the American experience is for 
everybody, is for our fellow citizens to put 
their arm around somebody who hurts and 
say, ‘‘I love you. I love you.’’ 

If you want—I used to tell people right 
after September the 11th, if you want to 
join the war on terror, if you want to fight 
evil, do some good. Do some good. Do 
some good right here in Alamogordo, New 
Mexico. Help feed the hungry. Help—men-
tor a child. If you really want to do some 
good, teach a child how to read. See, our 
society is going to change, one heart, one 
soul, one conscience at a time. 

The enemy hit us. They didn’t know who 
they were hitting us. They didn’t realize 
they were hitting not only a strong nation, 
a tough nation, but a compassionate nation 
as well. The great strength of America lies 
not in our halls of Government; the great 
strength of our country lay in the hearts 
and souls of our fellow citizens. 

You know, one of the things that’s hap-
pened after September the 11th is that a 
lot of Americans took a step back and said, 
‘‘How best to live my life—what can I do? 
How best to realize the American experi-
ence?’’ I think a lot of it had to do with 
what took place on Flight 93 that day, 
when our fellow citizens were flying across 
the country. They learned that the airplane 
they were on was going to be used as a 
weapon to destroy life. On their cell phones 
they told their loved ones goodbye. They 
told their loved ones they loved them. They 
said a prayer; they prayed for guidance and 
strength. A guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They took 
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the plane into the ground to serve some-
thing greater than themselves in life. 

The aftermath of the evil done to Amer-
ica has caused a lot of Americans to under-
stand that a full life, a decent life, a com-
plete life is to serve something greater than 
yourself in life. If you’re a mom or a dad, 
remember your most important job will be 
to love your child with all your heart and 
all your soul. If you care about your com-
munity here in New Mexico, get involved 
with your schools. Help people in need. 
If you’re running corporate America, you 
remember you have a responsibility to tell 
the truth and not lie and cheat employees 
and shareholders. 

No, the enemy hit us, but they hit a 
great nation, a nation which will work to 
keep the peace, and a nation which will 
respond in a way here at home, where that 
great hope of America, the great promise 
of our country, the spirit that caused Mel’s 
mother and daddy to send him here to 
America, applies to everybody. 

Remarks in Denver, Colorado 
October 28, 2002 

The President. Thanks for coming. 
Thanks for such a warm welcome. It’s nice 
to be in a part of the world where the 
cowboy hats outnumber the ties. I’m hon-
ored so many of you all came. Please be 
seated, unless you don’t have a seat. 
[Laughter] I’m honored so many came out 
today. 

I’ve got some things on my mind that 
I’d like to share with you. One thing that’s 
on my mind is that we have a duty to 
our country to participate in the political 
process. See, if you believe in freedom, you 
have a duty to exercise your right to vote 
to begin with. One of the reasons I’m com-
ing to this big State is to encourage people 
to do their duty, to go to the polls. I want 
all people, no matter what their political 

There’s no question in my mind, fellow 
citizens, that we’ve got hurdles ahead of 
us. No question in my mind we’re going 
to leap those hurdles, because this is the 
finest nation, full of the most decent people 
on the face of the Earth. 

Thanks for coming. God bless you all. 
And God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9 a.m. at the 
Riner Steinhoff Soccer Complex. In his re-
marks, he referred to Steve Pearce, can-
didate for New Mexico’s Second Congres-
sional District; gubernatorial candidate John 
Sanchez; Mayor Donald E. Carroll of 
Alamogordo; President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq; and Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al Qaida 
operative suspected of helping to plan the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who 
was captured in Karachi, Pakistan. The Presi-
dent also referred to Senator Paul Wellstone 
of Minnesota, who died in the October 25 
plane crash in Eveleth, MN. 

party is or whether they even like a political 
party, to exercise their obligation to vote. 

Now, I’ve got some suggestions when 
you go—[laughter]—I’ve got some sugges-
tions. For the sake of Colorado and for 
the sake of the country, Wayne Allard 
needs to be sent back to the United States 
Senate. 

Audience members. Six more years! Six 
more years! Six more years! 

The President. Whether he wins or not 
is going to depend upon many of you here. 
See, grassroots politics makes a big dif-
ference—turning out that vote, getting on 
the telephones and putting up the signs, 
going to your coffee shops or your houses 
of worship or your community centers to 
put out the word that, when you’ve got 
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a good one like Wayne, you’ve got to do 
everything you can to help him get back 
to Washington. 

You know, in Colorado, I’m sure you un-
derstand this. Around Crawford, we kind 
of know the difference between a show 
horse and a work horse. [Laughter] With 
Wayne, you’ve got somebody who’s willing 
to work on your behalf. When he says 
something, he means it. And he does not 
need a focus group or a poll to tell him 
what to think. 

I’m proud to have traveled in with Joan 
today, too. Like me, he married well. He 
drew the short straw. If he’d have been 
smart, he’d have invited Laura to come and 
speak instead of me. [Laughter] And she’s 
doing great, by the way. She’s on her way 
from Crawford back to Washington. 

I don’t know if you remember the story. 
I see my friend Ricky Griess here. He and 
I both went to San Jacinto Junior High 
with Laura. When I married her, when I 
asked her to marry me—or asked her to 
marry me, she was a public school librarian, 
and she didn’t like politics. [Laughter] And 
she didn’t care for politicians, either. 
[Laughter] Thank goodness she said yes 
when I proposed. She is a fabulous First 
Lady for America, and she’s for Wayne Al-
lard. 

And like me, she’s also awfully fond of 
your Governor and first lady. Bill Owens— 
Governor Bill Owens is one of the finest 
Governors in the United States. And you 
better make sure you put him back in, too. 
He’s got a great record. He cares deeply 
about the citizens of this State, and he’s 
proven that he’s a Governor of everybody. 
The thing I like about Governor Owens, 
he campaigns proudly as a Republican, but 
he serves all the people of this State. And 
he’s going to get a big vote from Repub-
licans and Democrats and independents be-
cause of the job he has done. I’m not say-
ing that just because he was born in Texas. 
[Laughter] I’m saying that because his 
record speaks loud and clear. And we love 

Frances, too. She’s done a great job as the 
first lady of Colorado. 

I’m proud to be up here with another 
fine United States Senator. Ben Nighthorse 
Campbell is a class act and a good man. 
I’m honored to be here with two Members 
of the United States Congress, Bob 
Schaffer and Tom Tancredo. I appreciate 
them coming. 

And I’m here to make sure—to encour-
age you to work hard, to make sure that 
Denny Hastert remains the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. And if you’re in-
terested in joining me in doing that, you’ll 
make sure Bob Beauprez gets elected to 
the United States Congress. 

I appreciate Bob. He represents the Col-
orado story, the Colorado story from a pio-
neering family. He’s an entrepreneur. He’s 
a hard worker. He’s a God-fearing man. 
He’s a decent soul. For the sake of the 
country, it’s important that Bob Beauprez 
become the United States Congressman 
from the Seventh District. 

You need to work hard to get out the 
vote in this close race. You need to turn 
out everybody you can find. And once you 
get through getting him elected, make sure 
you don’t forget Marilyn Musgrave, who’s 
going to be the Congresswoman from Colo-
rado. Marilyn knows what she’s doing. She 
doesn’t need a bunch of on-the-job training 
in Washington. She’ll be a good, steady 
hand from the get-go. 

I also want to—you to work hard for 
senator—State senator Ken Chlouber. 
Ken’s running—Ken’s running for the Con-
gress. He too is a good, honest man, a 
good, decent fellow who will make a fine 
United States Congressman. 

No, it’s important for the sake of our 
future that Denny Hastert remain the 
Speaker of the House. I can work with 
him. And we need to work together, be-
cause we’ve got some big projects ahead 
for America, we’ve got some big challenges 
for our country. But you’ve got to know 
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you’re looking at an optimist. There’s noth-
ing this country can’t achieve when we put 
our mind to it. 

Some of the biggest challenges we face 
will require us being able to work together 
in the—with the administrative branch and 
the legislative branch, in concert. We’re 
doing what’s right for America. Listen, I 
worry about the fact that some people can’t 
find a job here in America. Anytime one’s 
looking for work and can’t find a job means 
we’ve got to do—we’ve got to have a pro-
growth agenda. Anytime somebody wants 
to work and can’t put food on the table 
means we’ve got a problem in America. 

Let me tell you what we think. People 
on this stage believe that the tax cuts we 
passed, the tax cuts that Congress enacted, 
was one of the best remedies for making 
sure people can find work. And the reason 
why is because when somebody has more 
of his own or her own money in their pock-
et, they’re more than likely to demand an 
additional good or a service. And in the 
marketplace, when you demand a good or 
a service, somebody is likely to produce 
the good or a service. And when somebody 
produces the good or a service, somebody 
in Colorado or elsewhere in the country 
is more likely to find work. The tax relief 
we passed came at exactly the right time 
in American economic history. 

And I want to thank Senator Allard for 
his support. I don’t have to worry about 
his position on tax relief. Nor do I have 
to worry about Bob Beauprez’s position on 
tax relief. And that’s the kind of representa-
tion you need to have in Washington. It’s 
still an issue, because the Senate rules are 
such that after 10 years, the tax relief we 
passed goes away. See, that creates a sense 
of uncertainty in the marketplace. It’s hard 
to plan if the tax rules are going to change 
on you. 

The tax relief plan we passed made emi-
nent sense for our small businesses. Sev-
enty percent of the new jobs in America 
are created by small businesses. And when 
you reduce the rates, the individual tax 

rates, it affects small-business growth be-
cause most small businesses are sole propri-
etorships or limited partnerships. For the 
sake of job creation, for the sake of enhanc-
ing the entrepreneurial spirit, for the sake 
of strengthening the small-business sector 
in America, you need to send people to 
the Senate and the Congress who will make 
the tax relief permanent. 

I know there is concern about what they 
call urban sprawl here in Colorado. One 
of the reasons why urban sprawl can get 
out of hand is because farmers and ranch-
ers are forced to sell their property before 
they want to because of the death tax. The 
tax relief plan we passed puts the death 
tax on its way to extinction. However, be-
cause of the Senate rules, it doesn’t go 
away after 10 years. It kind of heads toward 
extinction, but doesn’t die. It’s like the Sen-
ate giveth, and then they taketh away. You 
better have you a United States Senator 
and Members of the United States Con-
gress who will support the administration 
and make the repeal of the death tax per-
manent. 

We need Members of the United States 
Congress who will work with the adminis-
tration to get an energy bill. We can’t get 
an energy bill out of the Congress. That 
doesn’t make any sense. Listen, we are de-
pendent upon foreign sources of crude oil, 
and some of those sources of crude oil 
aren’t really friendly to the United States 
of America. I wouldn’t call them friends. 
For the sake of job security, for the sake 
of national security, we need people in 
Congress who will work with us to get an 
energy bill which encourages conservation, 
encourages renewable sources of energy 
but, at the same time, encourages explo-
ration, environmentally friendly exploration, 
so we become less dependent on foreign 
sources of energy. 

I look forward to having people in the 
United States Congress with whom I can 
work, like Wayne and Bob, to make sure 
we’ve got reasonable forest policy. You all 
suffered a lot of burning here in the West 
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because we’ve had lousy forest policy, for-
est policy that didn’t make any sense, forest 
policy that just said, ‘‘Let’s just ignore the 
forest. Let’s just let this kindling build up. 
Let’s create a dangerous situation.’’ And 
then all of a sudden, lightening struck, or 
man may strike, and these forests that have 
been not tended to, forests that have been 
ignored, caught on fire and our heritage 
was destroyed. 

For the sake of good environmental pol-
icy, commonsense environmental policy, 
send these two people up there so they 
can join with us, so we can have a forest 
policy that protects our forest by thinning 
out the dead wood, by making sure kindling 
doesn’t pile up, to prevent forest fires from 
happening in the first place through sound 
forest management practices. 

I look forward to working with these two 
men to make sure our Medicare system 
works. Medicine has changed, and Medi-
care hasn’t. Medicine is modern, got all 
kinds of new technologies and drugs that 
will help save lives, and Medicare is stuck 
in the past. For the sake of honoring our 
commitments to our seniors, we need peo-
ple in Congress with whom we can work 
to make sure Medicare is modern and our 
seniors have got a prescription drug benefit. 

No, there’s a lot of things we can work 
on, a lot of things we can work on together 
to make America a stronger place and a 
better place. One way I can—I believe I 
can influence America in a positive way 
is to make sure I get some good judges 
nominated for the Federal bench, the kind 
of judges who apply the law as it’s written, 
not who go on the bench to write new 
laws of their own. And the Senate has got 
a lousy record on my judges. We need to 
change the Senate for a lot of reasons, and 
one reason is to make sure we’ve got a 
sound judiciary. There’s no question where 
Wayne Allard stands when it comes to 
good, conservative judges. He’s a vote on 
which I can count. 

There’s a lot we can do together to make 
sure the economy is strong and the health 

care systems work, make sure environ-
mental policy makes sense. These two 
menMembers of Congress up here on stage 
with me are running for office, are exactly 
the right answers for Colorado. 

We’ve also got to make sure that we 
are able to continue to do the most impor-
tant job we have, and that’s to protect the 
homeland. See, America is still under 
threat. Oh, we can play like we are aren’t. 
We can play like there’s not a threat out 
there, but that’s just not the way I am. 
I think we need to have people in Congress 
and around the country who are realistic, 
see clearly the threats we face. We’ve got 
to do that. The most important job we have 
as Government is to protect innocent life. 

And the reason why the issue is still alive 
is because there’s an enemy lurking around 
out there that is pretty tough. And they’re 
resolute, and they’re driven by hatred. They 
hate what we love. We love life. Everybody 
matters, as far as we’re concerned. Every-
body is precious. They have no regard for 
innocent life whatsoever. They hate the fact 
that we love freedom. We love our freedom 
of religion. We love our freedom of speech. 
We love every aspect of freedom, and we’re 
not changing. We’re not intimidated. As a 
matter of fact, the more they hate our free-
doms; the more we love our freedoms. 

And so we’ve got to do everything we 
can to protect the homeland. We’ve got 
to be realistic about the threats we face. 
See, after September the 11th, 2001, it 
should be evident to all Americans that 
these oceans no longer protect us. A while 
ago it would be easy to say there’s a con-
flict somewhere, and we can pick and 
choose if we want to be involved, or there 
may be a threat emerging, but we really 
don’t have to worry about it that much 
because we’ve got oceans to protect us. 
Now we realize that the battlefield is here 
at home. The battlefields used to be else-
where. They’re here at home now, which 
means the stakes are much higher. And 
when we see a threat, we’ve got to be 
realistic about the threat, and we’ve got 
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to be firm in our resolve to deal with 
threats. 

And there’s a true threat which exists 
in Iraq. Oh, we can hope the man changes, 
but I want you to remember that this is 
a person who has gassed his own people. 
It’s a person who claims he has no weapons 
of mass destruction, in order to escape the 
dictums of the U.N. Security Council and 
the United Nations, but he’s got them. See, 
he’ll lie. He’ll deceive us. And he’ll use 
them. 

He can’t stand America. He can’t stand 
our friends and allies. For 11 years he’s 
defied 16 resolutions out of the United Na-
tions. You see, 11 years ago, he said he 
wouldn’t have weapons of mass destruction. 
He told the world, ‘‘Fine, I got whipped, 
and I’m not going to have weapons of mass 
destruction.’’ And then he defied the U.N., 
resolution after resolution after resolution. 
He’s a threat to America, and he’s a threat 
to our friends. He’s even more of a threat 
now that we’ve learned that he’s anxious 
to have—once again to develop a nuclear 
weapon. He’s got connections with Al 
Qaida. 

And so I went to the United Nations 
to raise the issue. I went there for a couple 
of reasons. One, I want the United Nations 
to be effective. It seems like to me that, 
if the new war we fight requires intel-
ligence sharing and cutting off the money, 
then we ought to have a group of nations 
working toward that end. I don’t want the 
United Nations to be the League of Na-
tions, but it’s their choice to make. They 
have the choice to make, to free—the lead-
ers of the free world have got a choice 
to make as to whether or not Saddam is 
going to be allowed to defy their resolu-
tions and weaken—weaken their capacity 
to keep the peace—their choice. 

And Saddam Hussein has got a choice 
to make too. He can do what he said he 
would do; he can disarm. The Congress 
debated the issue, members from both par-
ties stated their opinion. It was a good, 
healthy, open debate. And the Congress has 

now joined with the administration to speak 
with one voice, and here’s our message. 
Our message from America is this: If the 
United Nations does not have the will or 
the courage to disarm Saddam Hussein, 
and if Saddam Hussein will not disarm, for 
the sake of peace, for the sake of freedom, 
the United States will lead a coalition and 
disarm Saddam Hussein. 

No, we’ve got to be realistic. We must 
be realistic here in America. We can’t hope 
for the best. Times have changed. The bat-
tlefield is here, as we learned so clearly 
on that fateful day. And they’re still out 
there. The poor souls of—in Indonesia who 
lost their lives are an example of what I’m 
talking about. These people are cold-
blooded killers. 

But you’ve got to know there’s a lot of 
good people working hard here at home 
to protect you, people at the Federal level 
and at the State level, the local level, peo-
ple working overtime to run down any hint 
or to chase down any lead so we can deny, 
disrupt any plans. We get a hint; I’m telling 
you, we’re moving on it. We’re doing every-
thing we can. See, we are on alert. We’re 
now aware of the realities we face. 

But we can do a better job, and that’s 
why I asked Congress to join me in the 
creation of a Department of Homeland Se-
curity, so we can better coordinate amongst 
the agencies involved with the with secur-
ing the homeland, so we can set the home-
land security as the priority, if need be 
change cultures, so we’ve got people all 
headed in the same direction, which is your 
protection. And the House of Representa-
tives passed a good bill. But it’s stuck in 
the Senate. They couldn’t get it out of the 
Senate. They’re trying to extract too high 
a price from me. 

For 40 years, Presidents have had the 
ability to suspend collective bargaining rules 
in any Department when the national secu-
rity is at stake. For 40 years, since John 
Kennedy, Presidents have had that power. 
And now the Senate, in a time of war, 
wants to take that power away from me. 
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I’ll have that power in the Agriculture De-
partment but not in the Department of 
Homeland Security. And I’m not going to 
accept a lousy bill from the Senate. And 
I want to thank Wayne Allard for his sup-
port. I know where he stands. 

The best way, however, to secure our 
homeland, the best way to make sure we 
defend our freedoms and fulfill our obliga-
tions to our children is to hunt these killers 
down, one at a time, and bring them to 
justice, which is exactly what we’re going 
to do. It’s going to take a while. It’s not 
an easy lift. It’s going to take a while. This 
isn’t one of these instant gratification deals. 
This is going to take a while to get it done. 

The Congress responded to my budget 
request for the largest increase in defense 
spending since Ronald Reagan was the 
President. I want to thank them for that. 
I signed that the other day in the Rose 
Garden. And we signed that—I asked for 
that amount of money for two reasons. 
One, anytime this country commits our 
troops into harm’s way, they deserve the 
best pay, the best training, and the best 
possible equipment. We owe that to our 
troops, and we owe that to the loved ones 
of our troops. And for all the loved ones 
of our troops out there, I want to thank 
you for your sacrifices, and you tell your 
son, daughter, grandson, granddaughter, 
however he or she is related to you, that 
the Commander in Chief is confident in 
their capacity and proud of their service 
to the United States of America. 

And the other message we’re sending 
loud and clear, that defense bill sends this 
message loud and clear to friend and foe 
alike, that we’re in this deal for the long 
haul. There is not a calendar on my desk 
in the Oval Office that says by such-and-
such a date, you quit. That’s just—that’s 
not the way I think. That’s not the way 
most Americans think, because they under-
stand freedom is precious and they under-
stand the stakes. They can see clearly that 
the battleground has shifted, and we have 
an obligation and a duty for future genera-

tions of America to stay the course. And 
that’s exactly what we’re going to do. 

The doctrine that says, ‘‘Either you’re 
with us, or you’re with the enemy,’’ it still 
stands too. And we’re making progress at 
dismantling the terrorist organization. 
We’ve hauled in a couple of thousand. One 
by one, we’re finding them and bringing 
them to justice; like number were not as 
lucky. In either case, the sum total is, 
they’re not a problem to the United States 
or our friends and allies anymore. 

The other day, one of them popped his 
head up. See, these are the kinds of people 
that hide in caves. They don’t fly airplanes 
like the one I used to fly, the 102, or 
they don’t sit in tanks. They hide in caves, 
and they send their youngsters to their sui-
cidal deaths. And so you’ve got to treat 
this like a manhunt. One time, a guy the 
other day named bin al-Shibh, who was 
going to be the twentieth hijacker, he 
popped his head up, and he’s not a prob-
lem anymore. We’ve got a lot of good peo-
ple chasing them down, a lot of good peo-
ple. Sometimes you’ll see about it, read 
about it, or see it on TV, and sometimes 
you’re just not going to see it. But you’ve 
got to know the manhunt is on, and it 
doesn’t matter how long it takes, doesn’t 
matter how long it takes. I like our chances 
better than theirs. We’ve got a fabulous 
military, and we’ve got a great resolve. 

I can’t imagine what was going through 
their mind. They must have thought our 
religion was materialism. They must have 
thought we were so self-centered and so 
absorbed with our own kind of shallow ma-
terialism that all we would do after Sep-
tember the 11th was file a lawsuit. [Laugh-
ter] They just didn’t understand, and 
they’re going to pay a dear price for doing 
what they did to America. 

You see, this great country—this country 
understands what’s at stake. This country 
is strong. This country is resolved. And by 
being strong and by being resolved, there’s 
going to be some incredible good come 
out of the evil done to America, starting 
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with peace. Amidst all the talk you’re hear-
ing, you’ve got to understand my vision is 
for a peaceful world. 

Oh, I understand the stakes; I see the 
risks. But the dream—and it’s an achievable 
dream—is for the world to be peaceful, 
not only for Americans but for people in 
parts of the world that have quit on peace, 
parts of the world like the Middle East, 
where they just think peace doesn’t have 
a chance. I believe we can achieve peace. 
I believe this Nation can lead the world 
to a peaceful world. 

We’re going to have to be strong. We’re 
going to have to be tough at times. And 
we’ve always got to remember the value 
we hold most dear, freedom, is not an 
American-created value. It’s a God-given 
value that applies to everybody around the 
world. No, we can achieve a peaceful 
world, and also at home we can achieve 
a more compassionate world as well. 

The evil done to America caused a lot 
of good folks to take a step back, to kind 
of take an inventory of that which is impor-
tant in their lives. A lot of good folks took 
a step back and said, ‘‘How can I best 
serve my country? What can I do? What 
can I do to help fight evil?’’ And the an-
swer is, if you really want to help, love 
your neighbor just like you’d like to be 
loved yourself. 

See, Government can hand out money, 
and we can do things. We’ll work hard 
on education matters. We’ll work hard to 
make sure the Medicare system works. And 
Government can pass money out. Some-
times we do a pretty good job of it. 
[Laughter] But what it cannot do is put 
hope in people’s hearts or sense of purpose 
in people’s lives. 

The best way to convert the evil done 
to America to some good is to recognize 
there’s pockets of despair and hopelessness 
in America. There’s loneliness. There’s ad-
diction. There are people who hurt in our 
midst. And so long as some of us hurt, 
we all hurt. And the best way to cure that 
loneliness and hurt is for a fellow American 

to put their arm around somebody in need 
and say, ‘‘I love you. What can I do to 
help you?’’ 

You see, the enemy had no idea who 
they were hitting. They didn’t understand 
America like I do and you do. This is a 
country full of people that are decent and 
honorable, people who learned the lesson 
of Flight 93. That was the lesson of people 
who were flying across the country. They 
heard the plane was going to be used as 
a weapon. They told their loved ones good-
bye. They said a prayer. One guy said, 
‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They took the plane into the 
ground to serve something greater than 
themselves. 

No, the American spirit of sacrifice and 
service and compassion and love is alive 
and strong. And therefore, I boldly predict 
that out of the evil done to America will 
not only come a more peaceful world, but 
out of the evil done to America will be 
a more compassionate America, where the 
great hope of this country, the great vi-
brancy of the American Dream, will be 
alive and well in every corner, in every 
neighborhood here in America. I’m an opti-
mistic fellow because I understand that 
America is the greatest country, full of the 
finest people on the face of this Earth. 

Thank you for coming. May God bless 
you, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:40 p.m. at 
the Wings Over the Rockies Air and Space 
Museum. In his remarks, he referred to Joan 
Allard, wife of Senator Wayne Allard; Gov. 
Bill Owens of Colorado, and his wife, 
Frances; Marilyn Musgrave, candidate for 
Colorado’s Fourth Congressional District; 
Ken Chlouber, candidate for Colorado’s First 
Congressional District; President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq; and Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an 
Al Qaida operative suspected of helping to 
plan the September 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tacks, who was captured in Karachi, Pakistan. 
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Remarks on Signing the Help America Vote Act of 2002 
October 29, 2002 

The President. Thanks for coming. Good 
morning. 

Before we begin today, I would like to 
pause and remember a devoted public serv-
ant who was taken from us last Friday, 
along with his wife and his daughter and 
several other members—several other 
Americans. Paul Wellstone was a deeply 
principled and a good-hearted man. He will 
be missed by all who knew him and by 
all who had the privilege of serving with 
him. So before we begin, would you join 
me in a moment of silence in honor of 
his memory. 

[At this point, a moment of silence was 
observed.] 

The President. Today I’m proud to sign 
into law an important reform for our Na-
tion. Americans are a self-governing people, 
and the central commitment of self-govern-
ment is free and fair elections. The Help 
America Vote Act of 2002 is a bipartisan 
measure to help States and localities update 
their systems of voting and ensure the in-
tegrity of elections in America. 

The commission that helped inspire this 
legislation was led by two exceptional 
Americans, with broad experience in public 
service, our 38th and 39th President— 
Presidents. [Laughter] Although Gerald 
Ford and Jimmy Carter could not be here 
today, our Nation is grateful for their work 
on election reform and for all they have 
given to America. We’re pleased, however 
to be joined by the co-chairmen of the 
commission, former Congressman Bob 
Michel of Illinois, former Presidential 
Counselor Lloyd Cutler. Thank you both 
for coming. Thank you for your good work. 

I also appreciate—I also want to thank 
the Members of Congress who are here 
with us today. I particularly want to thank 
Senator Christopher Dodd and Congress-
man Bob Ney for their hard work on this 

legislation. I appreciate Senators Mitch 
McConnell and Kit Bond for joining us. 
I appreciate Jim Langevin from Rhode Is-
land for coming. And I’m honored that 
Connie Morella from Maryland is with us 
as well. And Steny Hoyer, from Maryland, 
has joined us as well. These Members 
worked hard, along with the chairman, John 
Conyers, of the State of Michigan. The 
Members didn’t let—didn’t get discour-
aged. They worked through the issues, and 
they produced a really good piece of legis-
lation. I’m proud to be able to sign this 
bill. 

I also want to thank the four secretaries 
of state from around the country who have 
joined us. I appreciate you taking time to 
witness this important—the signing of this 
important piece of legislation. 

The vitality of America’s democracy de-
pends on the fairness and accuracy of 
America’s elections. Over two centuries our 
country has broadened the right to vote 
and sealed that right in law, making our 
Government more accountable to the peo-
ple and more representative of the people. 
When problems arise in the administration 
of elections, we have a responsibility to fix 
them. Every registered voter deserves to 
have confidence that the system is fair and 
elections are honest, that every vote is re-
corded and that the rules are consistently 
applied. 

The legislation I sign today will add to 
the Nation’s confidence. Each State will be 
required to maintain a clean and current 
and accurate State—statewide list of reg-
istered voters, making it easier to register 
and easier to detect fraud. Under this law, 
people registering to vote are required to 
prove that they are who they say they are 
with appropriate identification. First-time 
voters who register by mail will be asked 
to provide identification when they cast 
their ballots. This law also creates new 
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criminal penalties for providing false infor-
mation and punishes anyone guilty of con-
spiracy to deprive voters of a fair election. 

Each polling place must have at least 
one voting machine accessible to persons 
with disabilities. When people show up at 
the polls and their voting registration is in 
doubt, they should not be turned away but 
allowed to cast a provisional ballot so their 
vote can be counted if it is later verified 
that they are properly registered. And every 
State must have a fair procedure for hear-
ing and resolving voter complaints. Under 
these reforms, training and education will 
be provided to pollworkers and voters, re-
ducing the possibility of confusion and 
error at the polls. 

Along with the resources come high 
standards for the integrity of elections. 
States must ensure that voting systems have 
minimal rates of error and allow voters a 
reasonable opportunity to review their bal-
lots and correct any mistakes before a vote 
is cast. 

The administration of elections is pri-
marily a State and local responsibility. The 
fairness of all elections, however, is a na-
tional priority. And through these reforms, 
the Federal Government will help State 
and local officials to conduct elections that 
have the confidence of all Americans. 
We’re counting on these officials to meet 
their responsibilities to protect the sanctity 

of the vote and to encourage Americans 
to exercise the right to vote. 

All of us in America have a duty to vote. 
I urge all Americans to show up for this 
election cycle on November 5th, to do their 
duty as Americans, to recognize in a free 
society we have a responsibility to partici-
pate in the process. 

Citizens of every political viewpoint can 
be proud of this important law. This legisla-
tion reflects the judgments of a distin-
guished bipartisan commission. These 
measures were carefully considered and 
overwhelmingly adopted by the House and 
the Senate. Congress has made a vital con-
tribution to the democratic process. 

Now it’s my honor to sign into law the 
Help America Vote Act of 2002. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building. In his remarks, he 
referred to the following persons who died 
in the October 25 plane crash in Eveleth, 
MN: Senator Paul Wellstone, his wife, Shei-
la, and his daughter, Marcia Wellstone 
Markuson; campaign aides Will McLaughlin, 
Tom Lapic, and Mary McEvoy; pilot Richard 
Conroy; and copilot Michael Guess. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a 
Spanish language transcript of these remarks. 
H.R. 3295, approved October 29, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107–252. 

Statement on Signing the Help America Vote Act of 2002 
October 29, 2002 

Today I have signed into law H.R. 3295, 
the ‘‘Help America Vote Act of 2002.’’ This 
Act comports with the basic principles set 
forth in the final report of the bipartisan 
National Commission on Federal Election 
Reform, which I endorsed in July of 2001. 
Consequently, the Act appropriately re-
spects the primacy of State and local gov-

ernments in the administration of elections, 
while helping to ensure the integrity and 
efficiency of voting processes in Federal 
elections by providing Federal govern-
mental support for that vital endeavor. 
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Section 203(a)(2) of the Act mandates 
that members of the congressional leader-
ship submit to the President recommenda-
tions of persons to be appointed to the 
Election Assistance Commission—an entity, 
created by the Act, that will exercise signifi-
cant governmental functions of an executive 
nature. The executive branch will not con-
strue this provision as establishing the sub-
mission of congressional recommendations 
as a condition precedent to presidential 
nomination of persons for appointment to 
the Commission. Such a construction would 
impose impermissible constraints on presi-
dential power under the Appointments 
Clause of the Constitution. 

Section 203(a)(4) purports to require the 
President to make appointments to the 
Commission no later than 120 days after 
enactment of the new law. As with the 
provision regarding recommendations for 
appointment, this deadline unduly cir-
cumscribes the presidential appointment 
power. Moreover, this deadline is prac-
tically impossible to satisfy given the time 
required for the pre-nomination personnel 

process and confirmation by the full Senate. 
For these reasons, the executive branch 
shall interpret this provision as advisory. 

Section 902(c) would authorize the 
Comptroller General, an officer of the leg-
islative branch, to make determinations that 
would impose binding payment obligations 
upon entities outside that branch. Because 
this provision attempts to vest executive 
functions in the Comptroller General, it 
violates the constitutional principle of sepa-
ration of powers. 

Finally, the executive branch shall imple-
ment section 101, concerning the provision 
of voting assistance, in a manner consistent 
with the equal protection requirements of 
the Due Process Clause of the Fifth 
Amendment to the Constitution. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
October 29, 2002. 

NOTE: H.R. 3295, approved October 29, was 
assigned Public Law No. 107–252. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to Sudan 
October 29, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. In accordance with 
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice, stating that the Sudan emergency is 
to continue in effect beyond November 3, 
2002, to the Federal Register for publica-
tion. The most recent notice continuing this 

emergency was published in the Federal 
Register on October 31, 2001 (66 Fed. Reg. 
55869). 

The crisis between the United States and 
Sudan constituted by the actions and poli-
cies of the Government of Sudan, including 
continuing concern about the presence and 
activities of certain terrorist groups, includ-
ing Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad, 
and the prevalence of human rights viola-
tions, including slavery, restrictions on reli-
gious freedom, and restrictions on political 
freedom, that led to the declaration of a 
national emergency on November 3, 1997, 
has not been resolved. These actions and 
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policies are hostile to U.S. interests and 
pose a continuing unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security and 
foreign policy of the United States. For 
these reasons, I have determined that it 
is necessary to continue the national emer-
gency declared with respect to Sudan and 
maintain in force the comprehensive sanc-
tions against Sudan to respond to this 
threat. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Octo-
ber 30. The notice of October 29 is listed 
in Appendix D at the end of this volume. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the National 
Emergency With Respect to Sudan 
October 29, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), I am pro-
viding herewith a 6-month periodic report 
prepared by my Administration on the na-
tional emergency with respect to Sudan 
that was declared in Executive Order 13067 
of November 3, 1997. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Octo-
ber 30. 

Remarks on the Judicial Confirmation Process 
October 30, 2002 

Thank you all very much. Thank you, 
Al. He’s—everybody must have a good law-
yer, and I got one in Al Gonzales. 

I want to welcome you all here to the 
White House. Thank you for coming. 

The Federal courts play a central role 
in American justice, protecting the inno-
cent, punishing the guilty, resolving dis-
putes, and upholding the rule of law. Yet, 
today, our Federal courts are in crisis. The 
judicial confirmation process does not work 
as it should. Nominees are too often mis-
treated; votes are delayed; hearings are de-

nied. And dozens of Federal judgeships sit 
empty, and this endangers the quality of 
justice in America. 

Everyone knows these facts. Everyone 
knows the system isn’t working. These con-
cerns are not new, and we will not find 
a solution in an endless cycle of blame and 
bitterness. 

Today I’m proposing a clean start for 
the process of nominating and confirming 
Federal judges. We must have an even-
handed, predictable procedure from the 
day a vacancy is announced to the day a 
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new judge is sworn in. This procedure 
should apply now and in the future, no 
matter who lives in this house or who con-
trols the Senate. We must return fairness 
and dignity to the judicial confirmation 
process. 

I want to thank the Judge, Al Gonzales, 
for working on this initiative, and I want 
to thank his team for working hard. I ap-
preciate John Ashcroft’s service to our 
country. He is a great Attorney General, 
and I’m not saying that just because his 
wife and her twin sister are here. [Laugh-
ter] 

I’m so pleased that Ted Olson, the Solic-
itor General, is with us. I thank Fred Field-
ing, the former counsel to President Ronald 
Reagan. Boyd Gray is with us, former 
Counsel to Number 41. Dennis Archer is 
with us today, president-elect of the Amer-
ican Bar Association and, of course, the 
former mayor of Detroit. Mr. Mayor, thank 
you for coming. Thomas Hayward, chair of 
the Committee of Federal Judicial Im-
provements for the American Bar Associa-
tion, and all of you, thank you for your 
interest in this subject. 

Nearly 18 months ago, at an event right 
here in the East Room, I introduced my 
first 11 nominees to the court of appeals. 
I urged Senators of both parties to provide 
a fair hearing and a prompt vote to each 
nominee. Thus far, only 3 of these 11 
nominations have been brought to a vote 
in the United States Senate. 

The eight who are stalled in the Judiciary 
Committee include people such as John 
Roberts. John Roberts has argued 38 cases 
before the Supreme Court. He has served 
as Deputy Solicitor General of the United 
States. He’s widely regarded as one of the 
best Supreme Court lawyers in America. 

And they include Miguel Estrada, who 
has argued 15 cases before the U.S. Su-
preme Court and has served in the Justice 
Department, under Presidents of both po-
litical parties, as a Federal prosecutor and 
as the Assistant to the Solicitor General. 

The Judiciary Committee has prevented 
full Senate action on people such as Pris-
cilla Owen, who has served brilliantly on 
the Texas Supreme Court since 1995 and 
was overwhelmingly reelected by the peo-
ple of Texas in the year 2000. 

Mr. Roberts, Mr. Estrada and Justice 
Owen have the highest ratings from the 
American Bar Association, which some 
Democrat Senators have called ‘‘the gold 
standard.’’ They have broad support among 
lawyers in both political parties. Both Mr. 
Roberts and Mr. Estrada have the support 
of former President Clinton’s Solicitor Gen-
eral. Justice Owen is supported by three 
former Democrat justices of the Texas Su-
preme Court. 

In all, I have sent to the Senate 32 nomi-
nees for the court of appeals. They are 
well-qualified men and women with experi-
ence, intelligence, character, and bipartisan 
home-State support. They represent the 
mainstream of American law and American 
values. Yet the Senate has confirmed only 
14 of these 32 nominees, which is far below 
the pace of past Senates at the start of 
an administration. It’s a lousy record. Not 
one of my nine pending nominees to fill 
vacancies on the Sixth and DC Circuit 
Courts has received a Senate vote—not 
one. As of November, 15 of my appeals 
court nominees will have been forced to 
wait over a year for a hearing. That’s more 
in this Presidency than under the previous 
nine Presidents combined. 

There’s no good reason why any nominee 
should endure a year, a year and a half, 
or more without the courtesy of an up-
or-down floor vote. There is not one good 
reason why. Whatever the explanation, we 
clearly have a poisoned and polarized at-
mosphere in which well-qualified nominees 
are neither voted up or down; they are 
just left in limbo. This is unfair to the 
nominees and their families. This process 
discourages good people from serving as 
judges. It’s also unfair to the courts them-
selves, which are forced to handle a grow-
ing caseload without the judges they need. 
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Nine percent of all Federal judgeships 
in America are now vacant—9 percent. Of 
the 12 regional courts of appeals, the courts 
right below the Supreme Court, there is 
a 17-percent vacancy rate. The Court of 
Appeals for the DC court, which rules on 
many significant Constitutional and regu-
latory issues, now operates with one-third 
of its judgeships empty. And the Sixth 
Court of Appeals, which covers Kentucky 
and Ohio, Michigan and Tennessee, is 
nearly half empty, with 9 active judges 
doing the work of 16. 

Meanwhile, the number of Federal ap-
peal court filings reached an all-time high 
this year. Benches are empty; the number 
of court filings has increased to an all-time 
high. We can expect them to increase even 
further as a result of the war on terror, 
corporate fraud prosecutions, and issues 
arising out of the September the 11th at-
tacks. 

If the judicial vacancies go unfulfilled, 
we will see more crowded dockets and 
longer delays. The Federal courts will be 
unable to act in a timely manner to protect 
constitutional rights, to resolve civil dis-
putes, and enforce the criminal laws, the 
environmental laws, and the civil rights laws 
that affects the lives and liberties of every 
single American. Chief Justice Rehnquist 
has called this situation alarming. The 
American Bar Association’s report has de-
scribed the current status of the Federal 
judiciary as an emergency situation. 

The judicial crisis is the result of a bro-
ken system, and we have a duty to repair 
it. I want to work with the Senate to fash-
ion a new approach to filling Federal court 
vacancies. We should leave behind the ar-
guments and grievances of the past. We 
need to fix this problem together. That’s 
why we’ve come to Washington, to fix prob-
lems, and each branch of Government can 
contribute, and must contribute, to a better 
system. 

So today I’m offering four specific pro-
posals to break the logjam in Washington 

and bring the Federal courts of appeals 
and district courts to full strength. 

First, I call on Federal judges on the 
courts of appeals and district courts to no-
tify the President of their intention to retire 
at least a year in advance, whenever this 
is possible. Because the nomination and 
confirmation of a Federal judge is a lengthy 
process under the best of circumstances, 
judges who retire without advance notice 
can unintentionally create a judicial vacancy 
that can last for many months. The request 
for one year advance notice builds on exist-
ing policy of the judiciary and will help 
us work toward a system in which a new 
Federal judge is ready to take the bench 
on a day the sitting judge retires. That’s 
the goal. 

Second, I propose that Presidents submit 
a nomination to the Senate within 180 days 
of receiving notice of a Federal court va-
cancy or intended retirement. In other 
words, we have a responsibility as well to 
make sure the judiciary is sound and whole. 
This will speed up the sometimes time-
consuming process of obtaining rec-
ommendations and evaluations from home-
State Senators and Representatives and 
Governors and bar leaders, while leaving 
ample time for Presidents to vet and 
choose nominees of the highest quality. 

Third, I call on the Senate Judiciary— 
Senate Judiciary Committee to commit to 
holding a hearing within 90 days of receiv-
ing a nomination. A strict deadline is the 
best way to ensure that judicial nominees 
are promptly and fairly considered, and 90 
days is more than enough time for the 
committee to conduct necessary research 
before holding a hearing. That’s plenty of 
time. 

Finally, I call on the full Senate to com-
mit to an up-or-down floor vote on each 
nominee no later than 180 days after the 
nomination is submitted. This is a very gen-
erous period of time that will allow all the 
Senators to evaluate nominees and have 
their votes counted. 
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Our proposals would not favor Demo-
crats or Republicans. The plan would be 
fair and would apply to—regardless of who 
the President is. It doesn’t matter who the 
President is. What matters is a system 
which works. 

For the first time in years, the judicial 
confirmation process would work as it was 
intended to work. All Senators would have 
a chance to make their voices heard and 
their views known, and that’s important. All 
nominees would have the certainty of an 
up-or-down Senate floor vote within a rea-
sonable period of time, and that is impor-
tant. All Presidents would know that their 
judicial nominations would be addressed 
promptly. All Americans would see a more 
dignified process and have their Federal 
courts fully staffed to protect their rights 
and their liberties. And the vacancy crisis 
would be resolved once and for all. 

I urge every Member of the Senate, in 
particular those serving on the Judiciary 

Committee, to carefully consider this new 
beginning for the judicial nomination proc-
ess, to weigh their responsibilities, to look 
at the vacancy problem we have, to act 
in a responsible fashion. 

The failure of the judicial confirmation 
process is harming the administration of 
justice in America. That is a fact. The cur-
rent state of affairs is not merely another 
round of political wrangling. It is a dis-
turbing failure to meet our responsibilities 
under the Constitution. The Constitution 
has given us a shared duty, and we must 
meet that duty together. 

Thank you all for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Attorney General 
Ashcroft’s wife, Janet Ashcroft, and sister-in-
law, Anne Giddings; and former Solicitor 
General Seth P. Waxman. 

Statement on Signing the Niagara Falls National Heritage Area Study Act 
October 30, 2002 

I have signed into law S. 1227, the Niag-
ara Falls National Heritage Area Study Act. 
The Act requires the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to study the suitability and feasibility 
of establishing the Niagara Falls National 
Heritage Area in the State of New York, 
along and in the vicinity of the Niagara 
River. 

Section 3(d) purports to require the Sec-
retary of the Interior to submit to the Con-
gress recommendations related to legisla-
tion. The executive branch shall construe 

this provision in a manner consistent with 
the President’s constitutional authority to 
submit for consideration to the Congress 
legislative proposals as the President judges 
are necessary and expedient. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
October 30, 2002. 

NOTE: S. 1227, approved October 30, was 
assigned Public Law No. 107–256. 
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Remarks in Aberdeen, South Dakota 
October 31, 2002 

The President. Thank you all. Thanks a 
lot for coming. Thanks for having me here. 
The next time you get me to come back, 
let’s go pheasant hunting. I can’t go today. 
[Laughter] I’ve got to work. I’m traveling 
our country to remind people that the 
American spirit is alive and well today. 

That spirit is the spirit of a determined 
nation willing to defend our freedoms, no 
matter what the cost. That American spirit 
says loud and clear that we’re willing to 
serve something greater than ourselves. 
We’re willing to serve people in need, a 
community we love. And part of the Amer-
ican spirit is for our citizens to exercise 
their duty, and their duty is to cast a vote 
on November the 5th. You have a duty. 
You have a duty in this country. If you 
believe in freedom, if you believe in the 
values that make this country the finest na-
tion on the face of the Earth, you have 
a duty to go to the polls. That’s part of 
what it means to live in a free society. 

I want to thank you all who have voted. 
I want to thank you who are fixing to vote. 
And I’ve got some suggestions for you 
when you get inside the voting booth. 
[Laughter] For the sake of South Dakota, 
for the sake of our country, John Thune 
should be the next United States Senator. 

Audience members. Thune! Thune! 
Thune! 

The President. For the sake of South Da-
kota and for the sake of the country, Bill 
Janklow needs to be the next United States 
Congressman. And for the sake of South 
Dakota, particularly the sake for excellence 
in education, Mike Rounds needs to be 
the next Governor. 

I urge all the citizens of this State and 
around the country, Republican, Democrat, 
or independent alike, to go to the polls. 
But I believe when those discerning Demo-
crats and those wise independents take a 
look at the candidates that I’m here to sup-

port, they’re going to vote for them. It’s 
in the best interests of their families. It’s 
in the best interests of this State that these 
three men be elected to their offices. 

Not only have these three good men de-
cided to put their hat in the ring, all of 
them married above themselves. [Laughter] 
Kimberley Thune is a great wife of John 
Thune. She is a wonderful lady. She’ll bring 
a lot of class—she has brought a lot of 
class to Washington. We’re proud to call 
her friend. John is proud to call her wife, 
and her kids are proud to call her mother. 

I’m proud to be up here with Mary Dean 
Janklow, who’s been a great first lady for 
the State of South Dakota. And Jean 
Rounds will be a great first lady for the 
State of South Dakota. 

I know something about First Ladies. 
One of them got stuck with me. [Laughter] 
Laura sends her love; she sends her very 
best. She’s coming to the State to cam-
paign, which means you drew the short 
straw. [Laughter] Laura and I share the 
values of the people of South Dakota. After 
all, as John mentioned, we were raised in 
west Texas. It’s good. [Laughter] Then you 
know what I’m talking about. Actually, 
when I married Laura, she was a public 
school librarian. She didn’t like politics. She 
didn’t care for politicians. [Laughter] Thank 
goodness she said yes when I was there 
on bended knee. America now knows why 
I asked her to marry me. She’s smart. She’s 
capable. She’s calm. She is a great First 
Lady for this country. 

I want to thank Dr. Hilpert for opening 
up this beautiful facility for this rally. I 
want to thank the university staff for put-
ting up with the President’s entourage. I 
want to thank you for your hospitality. I 
want to thank the mayor of Aberdeen, Tom 
Hooper, for coming out to say hello today. 
I appreciate—Tom Hopper. I appreciate 
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very much his hospitality. I want to thank 
all my citizens for coming. 

I want to thank the grassroots activists 
who are here. I want to thank you for your 
activity in the democratic process. I want 
to thank you for turning out the vote. I 
want to thank you for what you have done 
in the past. I want to thank you for what 
you are going to do during the next couple 
of days, which is to man the phones, which 
is to go to your coffee shops and remind 
the people there that when you find good, 
honorable, decent, honest people, they 
ought to vote for them. When you go to 
your community centers, urge your neigh-
bors to turn out to vote. Make sure that 
you do your duty not only to vote but, 
if you believe in the character and the vi-
sion of these candidates, turn out your 
neighbors to the polls come next Tuesday. 
Work hard. And you know what’s going 
to happen on election day: These three 
good people are going to get elected. 

And there is a reason why. Mike Rounds 
has got a vision for education for this State 
that says no child will be left behind, a 
vision which says every child can be edu-
cated. There’s a reason why to vote for 
him, besides the fact that he’s a good and 
honorable man. It’s because he’s got a vi-
sion that’s positive for the future of this 
State. 

There’s a reason to support Janklow, be-
sides the fact he and I are good buddies. 
There’s a reason to support him, besides 
the fact it will be a vote that I can count 
on to make sure that we go the right direc-
tion in this country, and that is, he’s got 
a solid record of accomplishment in the 
State of South Dakota. 

And there’s a reason why John Thune 
ought to be in the Senate. He’s an inde-
pendent fellow who works on behalf of the 
citizens of South Dakota with all his heart. 
He can work with both Democrats and Re-
publicans. He doesn’t get caught up in all 
the nasty rhetoric that tends to divide our 
Nation’s Capital, that rhetoric which sends 
bad signals to many of our citizenry. He’s 

a fellow who works hard on behalf of the 
schoolchildren of South Dakota. After all, 
with his help we were able to send $185 
million in educational funding this year. 
John Thune was working hard to make sure 
that the schools of South Dakota were 
treated well. 

He’s a man who is committed to our 
military, not just at election time, by the 
way. After all, his dad, Harold, was a World 
War II fighter pilot who taught John that 
peace comes through strength, that the 
stronger this Nation of ours is, the more 
peaceful the world will become. John also, 
like me, listens to his mother. [Laughter] 
She told him, she said, ‘‘You get up there, 
you better make sure Social Security is se-
cure.’’ And he has made that commitment. 

I look forward to working with John on 
key issues in the United States Senate, like 
Medicare. That’s a key issue. This Nation 
has made a promise to our seniors, and 
we need to do something about the Medi-
care system. After all, medicine is modern; 
Medicare isn’t. Medicine has changed, but 
Medicare is stuck in the past. I need a 
Senator with whom I can work to mod-
ernize Medicare, and a modern Medicare 
system means prescription drugs for our 
seniors. 

I need somebody I can work with in 
the Senate to make sure that the crisis of 
our—in our judiciary gets solved. There’s 
too many vacancies in our—on our Federal 
benches, which means the dockets are 
crowded. It means Americans aren’t getting 
the justice they deserve. The Senate has 
done a lousy job with my nominees. I need 
a Senator with whom I can work to make 
sure that we stop playing petty partisan pol-
itics with the judicial nominations I’ve sent 
up, to make sure people’s records aren’t 
distorted, and to make sure we have a 
bench that is full of judges who aren’t there 
to write the law but are there to strictly 
interpret the United States Constitution. 
And make no mistake about it: That Sen-
ator is John Thune. 
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Audience members. Thune! Thune! 
Thune! 

The President. I appreciate the fact that 
John understands the importance of agri-
culture in our economy and in our way 
of life. He tried to convince me of that 
one time. I said, ‘‘You don’t have to con-
vince me. I’m from the second largest agri-
cultural State in the country.’’ He said, 
‘‘Yeah, but you’re not from South Dakota.’’ 
I said, ‘‘No, good point.’’ [Laughter] He 
understands farmers and ranchers. We both 
know the values that are found on our 
farms and our ranches, those family values 
that are dear to the heart of America. 

He knows, if you’re good at something, 
we ought to promote it. We’re good at rais-
ing crops, and we ought to be selling them 
all around the world, for the sake of South 
Dakota farmers and South Dakota ranchers. 

He’s a commonsense fellow. He under-
stands good, practical policies can make a 
large difference. We need to change our 
forest policies. We need to change our for-
est policies for the sake of the people who 
live in this State. We need to change our 
forest policies so we can preserve our na-
tional treasure. It doesn’t make any sense 
to have a forest policy that will not allow 
for thinning and clearing, a forest policy 
that is so backward that we allow kindling 
to build up in these forests, and then with 
an act of nature or with a sleight of hand 
by mankind, our national treasures burn to 
the ground. John Thune has got a common-
sense vision for good forest policy. I look 
forward to working with him in the United 
States Senate to preserve these national 
heritages. 

I look forward to working with John to 
deal with some of the high hurdles we have 
to cross as a nation. One of the high hur-
dles is our economy. Anytime people are 
looking for work and they can’t find work 
means we’ve got a problem in America. 
We’ve got some good news today. The third 
quarter growth was positive, and that’s 
good. We’re kind of moving our way toward 
a time when people can find work. But 

there’s more to do. There’s more to do, 
and Congress has a role to play. They need 
to get an antiterrorism insurance bill to my 
desk that will put hardhats back to work, 
that rewards hardhats and not America’s 
trial lawyers. 

But one of the best things we can do 
is to make sure these tax relief plans that 
we—package we passed is permanent. The 
Senate rules say that they last for only 10 
years. That creates uncertainty. How can 
a small-business owner plan for the future 
if the Tax Code is going to shift around 
on him or her? You can’t. If you want 
to create jobs, there must be steadiness 
in our Tax Code. There has to be a perma-
nency to the rules. 

And we passed a tax relief plan that over 
the next 10 years will yield $3.2 billion 
in tax relief to the South Dakota citizens. 
That means you have more money in your 
pocket. And when you have more money 
in your pocket, it means you’re likely to 
demand a good or a service. And when 
you demand a good or a service, in the 
marketplace it means somebody is likely to 
produce that good or a service, which 
means somebody is more likely to find 
work. For the sake of jobs, for the sake 
of job creation, we need to make the tax 
relief permanent. 

Be wary of those folks who say we need 
to revisit the tax relief plan. That’s Wash-
ington, DC, code for, ‘‘I’m fixing to raise 
your taxes.’’ When the economy is bumping 
along, we don’t need to be raising taxes; 
we need to be reducing taxes. And we’ve 
got to also remember you need to have 
somebody in Washington that understands 
whose money we’re talking about. That 
money is not the Government’s money. 
We’re talking about your money. 

So I look forward to working with Sen-
ator Thune and Congressman Janklow on 
the issues that relate to the—our citizenry, 
issues like economic growth and good 
health systems and education. The biggest 
issue we’ll be working on together is to 
protect the American people. That’s the 
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biggest issue. The biggest challenge we 
have in America is to protect our citizens 
from killers. They’re nothing but a bunch 
of coldblooded killers. These people have 
hijacked a great religion, and they kill inno-
cent life. See, they don’t like America; they 
don’t value life like we do. We say in our 
country, ‘‘Everybody matters. Everybody is 
precious in the sight of an Almighty. Every-
body counts.’’ That’s not the ways these 
folks we’re chasing down think. You just 
got to know that. 

But the Nation is—we’ve been warned. 
We understand the stakes. We understand 
our life is changed. And so there’s a lot 
of good folks doing everything they can to 
do our number one job, which is to protect 
you, a lot of good folks at the Federal level 
and the State level and the local level doing 
everything we can to disrupt and deny, to 
run down every hint, every lead. Anytime 
we’ve got any kind of inkling that somebody 
is thinking about doing something to an 
American and something to our homeland, 
you’ve just got to know we’re moving on 
it, to protect the United States Constitu-
tion, and at the same time, we’re protecting 
you. 

But we can do a better job. And that’s 
why I went to the United States Congress 
and asked them to join me in the creation 
of a Department of Homeland Security, so 
we can get all of the agencies involved with 
protecting you to have as their number one 
focus your protection and, if need be, be 
able to change cultures within these agen-
cies. 

The House of Representatives passed a 
good bill. I want to thank John Thune for 
his vote. This bill is stuck in the Senate. 
It’s stuck in the Senate because some Sen-
ators are trying to extract a price from the 
President, and the price is, is that I will 
give up the capacity to suspend certain bar-
gaining rules in the name of national secu-
rity, the ability that every President since 
John F. Kennedy has had. 

Let me put it to you this way: The work 
rules—I wouldn’t have the capacity to sus-

pend some work rules for the Department 
of Homeland Security if I accepted their 
version, but I would for the Department 
of Agriculture. Here we are at war; I have 
more flexibility in dealing with the work 
rules in the Department of Agriculture than 
I would in the Department charged with 
your protection. It doesn’t make any sense. 
I need to be able to put the right people 
at the right place at the right time to pro-
tect the American people. John Thune will 
support me in advancing a homeland secu-
rity bill that makes sense. 

But the best way to protect you is to 
find these killers, one at a time, and bring 
them to justice. And that’s exactly what 
we’re going to do. It doesn’t matter how 
long it takes. It just doesn’t matter how 
long it takes to defend our country and 
defend our freedoms. There’s not a cal-
endar on my desk that says, on such-and-
such a date you’ll be hauling them home, 
on such-and-such a date we quit. That’s 
not an America I know, and that’s not the 
America you’re a part of. You see, when 
it comes to defending that which we hold 
dear, our freedoms, it doesn’t matter what 
the cost; it doesn’t matter how long it takes. 

See, history has called us—it’s called this 
generation into action. And we are not 
going to let future generations of Ameri-
cans down. We have an obligation to future 
generations to do whatever it takes to de-
fend that which we hold dear, and we hold 
our freedoms dear. 

I signed the biggest increase in defense 
spending since Ronald Reagan was the 
President. I want to thank the Members 
of Congress and the Senate for getting that 
bill to me. The reason I asked for such 
a big increase is, there’s two principles in-
volved. One, anytime we put our troops 
into harm’s way, anytime we put our young-
sters into a zone in which there’s danger, 
we owe it to them and we owe it to their 
loved ones to make sure they’ve got the 
best pay, the best training, and the best 
possible equipment. 
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And secondly, we’re sending a clear sig-
nal to friend and foe alike that this is a 
determined nation. I’m determined to make 
sure that that doctrine that says, ‘‘Either 
you’re with us or with the enemy,’’ is still 
clear in everybody’s mind around the 
world. It still stands, by the way. If you 
harbor a terrorist, you’re just as guilty as 
the terrorist; that doctrine still stands, too. 
And that defense bill shows we mean what 
we say. 

For those of you who have got loved 
ones in the military, you need to pass on 
this message: The Commander in Chief has 
got all the confidence in the world, all the 
confidence that our military can achieve 
any objective. I’m proud of them, and I 
appreciate their sacrifices for our great Na-
tion. 

And we’re making progress. We’re mak-
ing progress. Sometimes you’ll see it on 
your TV screens, and sometimes you won’t. 
See, it’s a different kind of war. In the 
old days, we’d destroy tanks and ships and 
airplanes and say, ‘‘Look, we’re destroying 
the enemy’s hardware, and we’re making 
progress.’’ This bunch we’re fighting is peo-
ple who hide in caves and send their 
youngsters to their suicidal deaths. It’s a 
different kind of war. But we’re still making 
progress, one at a time. We’re hauling them 
in. We’ve got a coalition of people on the 
hunt. 

A couple of thousand of them have been 
hauled in, and they’re no longer a problem. 
Like number met a different fate, and I 
can assure you they’re not a problem. One 
of them popped his head up the other day, 
the guy who was going to be the 20th hi-
jacker. He’s not a problem to the United 
States either. We’re slowly but surely 
rounding these killers up to make America 
a safe place. 

We’ve got to be clear-eyed. We’ve got 
to understand the risk that our country 
faces. We’ve got to be realistic, particularly 
in Washington, DC, when it comes to set-
ting priorities to defending our homeland. 
It’s important that we not see the world 

the way we hope it is but we see the world 
the way it really is. The world changed 
on September the 11th, 2001. It used to 
be, when a lot of us were growing up, 
that oceans could protect us. Oh, if there 
was a conflict overseas, we could pick or 
choose if we wanted to be involved, but 
the threat wasn’t really real to America. 
It might be real to some Americans who 
were overseas, but it wasn’t real to our 
homeland. It was not a threat, but that 
all changed. And it’s important for those 
of us who are responsible for your safety 
to be clear-eyed about the threats, to see 
threats as they are, not as we hope they 
are. 

There is a threat in Iraq. And the threat 
exists because a leader there not only has 
denied and deceived the world about 
whether or not he’s got weapons of mass 
destruction, but this is a guy who’s used 
weapons of mass destruction. He not only 
has them; he’s used them. And he’s not 
only used them in his neighborhood; he’s 
used them against his own people. This 
is a man who cannot stand what we stand 
for. He hates the fact, like Al Qaida does, 
that we love freedom. See, they can’t stand 
that. This is a guy who has had connections 
with these shadowy terrorist networks. As 
I said in Cincinnati, Ohio, a while back, 
he’s the kind of fellow who would love 
nothing more than to hurt America and 
not leave any fingerprints by using a surro-
gate army on his behalf. He’s a problem. 
He’s a true threat to America and our 
friends and allies. 

I went to the United Nations a while 
ago because I want the United Nations to 
be effective. It’s a different kind of war 
we face; we face different kind of threats. 
It makes sense for there to be an inter-
national body that has got the backbone 
and the capacity to help keep the peace. 
And so here is my message, a message, 
by the way, resoundingly supported by 
members of both political parties in the 
Senate and the House: The message to the 
world is that we want the U.N. to succeed. 
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We want those resolutions you pass to be 
listened to. You have told Saddam Hussein 
he must disarm. Do your job. 

And Saddam Hussein, you have said 
you’ll disarm; you need to do your job. 
But if the U.N. won’t act, and if Saddam 
Hussein won’t disarm, for the sake of 
peace, for the sake of a free future for 
our children, we will lead a coalition of 
nations and disarm Saddam Hussein. 

There’s no doubt, there is no doubt that 
we have got a chance in this Nation to 
bring some great good to our country and 
to the world, out of the evil done to us. 
You know, I kind of wonder what was going 
through the enemy’s mind when they at-
tacked us. They probably thought we were 
so selfish and that our true religion was 
materialism, so self-centered that after 9/ 
11/2001, oh, we might file a lawsuit or two. 
I guess they’ve been watching too much 
TV. [Laughter] They don’t understand the 
country. 

This country is tough, and it’s strong, 
and it’s determined. And by being tough 
and strong and determined, we can bring 
peace to the world. You got to know, 
amidst all the talk—please tell your kids 
that amongst all the talk that you’re hear-
ing, the vision is peace. And I believe it’s 
going to happen. I believe it’s not only 
peace for Americans, but because we value 
every life—everybody is important; each 
person matters—there can be peace in 
parts of the world that have given up on 
peace. I believe it’s possible to have peace 
in the Middle East. I believe it’s possible 
to have peace in South Asia. The enemy 
has given us a chance, after our grief, not 
only to be alert here at home but to work 
hard to keep the peace elsewhere. And we 
will. 

And here at home, we can be a better 
America, too. And that’s important for you 
all to realize, that out of the evil done 
to America can come some incredible good. 
There are pockets of despair and hopeless-
ness in America. There are people who 
hurt. There are people who wonder wheth-

er or not the American experience is meant 
for them, people whose lives are hopeless, 
people whose lives are addicted, people 
whose lives have no love. And while Gov-
ernment can help and pass laws, what Gov-
ernment cannot do is put hope in people’s 
hearts or a sense of purpose in people’s 
lives. That’s done when a fellow citizen 
takes it upon herself or himself to put their 
arm around a neighbor in need, a child, 
and say, ‘‘I love you. What can I do to 
help you?’’ 

And that’s happening in this country, and 
that’s happening in neighborhood after 
neighborhood after neighborhood. No, the 
American spirit is alive and well. Part of 
that spirit is serving something greater than 
yourself in life. 

Today when I came to the airport, I met 
Clay Crawford, father of four. He took it 
upon himself for the past couple of years 
to mentor at-risk youths. I’m confident that 
amongst you there are hundreds of people 
who are doing the very same thing, being 
a part of that movement to make sure that 
the American experience is alive and well 
in every corner of our country. It doesn’t 
matter whether you’re going to see a shut-
in or running a Boy Scout troop or a Girl 
Scout troop. It doesn’t matter whether 
you’re a youngster wanting to be involved 
with the USA Freedom Corps. My call to 
you is, in order to fight evil, is to do some 
good. You see, it’s the gathering momen-
tum of millions of acts of kindness and 
decency which define the true character 
of the greatest country on the face of the 
Earth. 

Thank you for representing the American 
spirit. Thank you for coming. May God 
bless you all, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:40 a.m. in 
the Barnett Center at Northern State Univer-
sity. In his remarks, he referred to John M. 
Hilpert, president, Northern State Univer-
sity; Harold and Pat Thune, parents of Rep-
resentative John R. Thune; Ramzi bin al-
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Shibh, an Al Qaida operative suspected of 
helping to plan the September 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks, who was captured in Karachi, 

Remarks in South Bend, Indiana 
October 31, 2002 

The President. Thank you all. Thanks for 
coming. I’m glad I came. I’m glad I came 
back. The last time I was here, the Fighting 
Irish were 1-0. This time, they’re 8-0. 
Seems like you ought to keep inviting me 
back. [Laughter] I know this for sure: The 
next time I come back, with your help, 
Chris Chocola is going to be the next 
United States Congressman. 

I’m traveling this country, and I can tell 
you, the American spirit is alive and well, 
the spirit of people understanding that to 
be an American means you’ve got to serve 
something greater than yourself. The spirit 
of America says that we’re willing to sac-
rifice for our freedoms. And the spirit of 
America says that you take nothing in de-
mocracy for granted. You see, if you’re eli-
gible to vote, you have an obligation to 
vote. That’s what the spirit of America calls 
for. 

You have an obligation to our country; 
you have an obligation to democracy itself. 
So I’m here to—in South Bend to urge 
Republicans and Democrats and independ-
ents, people who don’t care about political 
parties, to do your duty and to go to the 
polls, to assume your responsibility as an 
American and go to the polls. And by the 
way, I’ve got a suggestion when you get 
in there: Chris Chocola is the right man 
for the job. 

I want to thank Congressman Steve 
Buyer for being here—thanks for coming, 
Steve—I want to thank Mark Souder for 
coming—two of the fine Congressmen in 
the United States Congress for joining us. 
I want to thank those who are running 
statewide, the candidates who are up here 

Pakistan; and President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq. 

with us who are out asking for your vote. 
I want to thank Todd Rokita, running for 
secretary of state. I want to thank Connie 
Nass, running for auditor. And I want to 
thank Tim Berry, who’s running for State 
treasurer. I want to thank them for their 
dedication to the great State of Indiana, 
and I want to thank you for your service 
to your community. 

I want to say something about Sarah— 
that would be the next Congressman’s wife. 
I appreciate her taking on this task. I know 
something about what it takes to put a fam-
ily through a political process. It requires 
a strong partner, somebody who believes 
in the country as much as the candidate 
does. And I’m here to tell you Sarah 
Chocola is going to be a great Congress-
man’s wife. 

And speaking about great wives, Laura 
sends her love, and she sends her best. 
She’s doing great. A lot of people in the 
country now understand why I asked her 
to marry me. A lot of them are still won-
dering why she said yes. [Laughter] But 
she’s learned she can make a huge dif-
ference in the lives of our citizens. She 
cares deeply about the capacity of every 
child in America to read. She is a fabulous 
First Lady, and she is—[applause]. 

I want to thank all the good folks here 
who are active in the political process. You 
call them grassroots activists. Those are the 
people who are willing to put up the signs, 
the people willing to make the phone calls, 
the people who can really determine the 
outcome of an election. I want to thank 
you for what you have done, and I want 
to thank you for what you’re going to do 

1939 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00788 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.017 193761

Oct. 31 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

Friday and Saturday and Sunday and Mon-
day, and that is find the good folks in this 
community who want good government and 
get them to vote for Chris Chocola next 
Tuesday. 

You can make a difference in the cam-
paign. You can actually determine the out-
come. So when you go to your houses of 
worship or your coffee shops or your com-
munity centers, put out the word. And re-
member there are some discerning Demo-
crats who live up here, people who know 
the difference between a shrill voice and 
a solid voice. There are good independents 
up here, people who want somebody to 
represent them who will bring honor and 
dignity to the office. There are people who 
understand it makes sense to have some-
body who has been an entrepreneur serving 
in the United States Congress, somebody 
who has actually met a payroll, somebody 
who knows what it means to put people 
to work and to take risks. So when you’re 
putting out the word, don’t just keep it 
narrowed to just a few. Put out the good 
word that you’ve got a good man running 
for the United States Congress. 

And if it helps, you tell them the Presi-
dent wants him standing by his side in 
Washington, DC, too. I need somebody 
from this district whose vote I can count 
on. I don’t need to be worrying about 
somebody who’s running a focus group or 
a poll. I need a solid United States Con-
gressman up there, who will support me 
in making America a stronger and safer and 
better place for every citizen. 

In order to make sure America is a bet-
ter place, we need to do something about 
our economy. We had some good news 
today—we had some good news today. The 
third quarter was—showed positive growth. 
And that’s positive. That’s good news. 
We’re making progress. But so long as 
somebody’s looking for work and can’t find 
a job, says to me we’ve got a problem. 
And I need people in the Congress who 
understand how to create jobs. The role 
of Government is not to create wealth. The 

role of Government is to create an environ-
ment in which the small business can grow 
to be the big business, in which the entre-
preneur can flourish. 

And part of creating that environment 
means to understand how the Tax Code 
works. If you want your small-business per-
son to flourish, you let them keep more 
of their own money. If 70 percent of new 
jobs are created by small-business owners, 
seems like it makes sense to me, if you’re 
worried about job creation, to let the small-
business person have more money in their 
pocket so they can reinvest, so people can 
find work. 

Here’s what we believe: If you let a per-
son have more of their own money, they’re 
likely to demand a good or a service. And 
when they demand a good or a service 
in the marketplace, somebody is going to 
produce the good or service. And when 
somebody produces the good or service, 
somebody is more likely to find work. The 
tax relief plan we passed happened at the 
right time. I need a Congressman who will 
join me in making the tax cuts permanent. 

A good, strong America is an America 
that’s got a good education system. I appre-
ciate Chris’ vision on education. We share 
the same vision. We want to have high 
standards for every child. We believe in 
local control of schools. We’re going to 
challenge the soft bigotry of low expecta-
tions, and we’re going to hold people to 
account. See, if you believe every child can 
learn, like we do, then it makes sense to 
start asking the fundamental question, can 
every child read and write and add and 
subtract? And if so, I promise you we’ll 
praise the teachers. And for the teachers 
out there, thanks for what you do. But 
you’d better have you a Congressman who 
understands that when you find children 
trapped in schools that won’t teach and 
won’t change, you’ve got to challenge the 
status quo. No child should be left behind 
in the State of Indiana. 

Chris understands that we must keep our 
commitments, must keep our commitments 
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on Social Security and must keep our com-
mitments on Medicare. See, medicine has 
changed; it’s modern. Medicare isn’t. Medi-
care—medicine is, with new technologies 
and new discoveries, is advancing. Medicare 
is stuck in the past. In order to modernize 
Medicare—I look forward to working with 
Chris to do so, and a modern Medicare 
system includes prescription drugs for every 
senior. 

No, there’s a lot we can do together. 
But the most important job we’re going 
to have to do together is to make sure 
that our homeland is protected, is to secure 
the homeland from further enemy attacks. 
No, we’ll work on the economy together, 
and we’ll work to make sure every child 
is educated. We’ll make sure the health 
care system is relevant. There’s a lot we 
can do, but our number one priority will 
be to protect you, because there’s an 
enemy out there which hates America. 
They hate what we stand for, and we’re 
not changing what we stand for. We love 
freedom. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. And we’ve got to be real-
istic about it. We’ve got to be clear-eyed. 
We need somebody from this district who 
will be realistic about the threats we face. 
See, we can’t just hope for the best in 
the new world we live in. We can’t see 
the world the way we would wish it would 
be. We’ve got to see the world the way 
it really is, and it’s a dangerous world. 
There’s still an enemy that lurks out there 
that—they’re killers. That’s the only way 
I can describe them. They’re nothing but 
a bunch of coldblooded killers, and so 
we’ve got to do everything we can here 
at home to protect you. 

And we are. There’s a lot of good folks 
at the Federal level and the State level 
and the local level working hard—listen, 
anytime—we understand the stakes now, 
and anytime somebody is thinking about 
doing something to America and somehow 
we’re reading their thoughts or reading 

their mail, we’re moving on them. We’re 
disrupting them. We’re denying them. We 
absolutely refuse to let these terrorists have 
their way. We’re going to do everything 
we can to shut down—to shut down their 
capacity to hurt us. 

And that’s why I went to Congress and 
asked them to help—join me in creating 
a Department of Homeland Security. It 
seemed like to me that when you’ve got 
over 100 agencies in Washington, DC, in-
volved with the homeland security, that you 
ought to focus their attention with one 
agency so that we can set a clear priority 
and, if need be, change cultures within 
these agencies so that the direction is clear 
and the priorities are clear. 

And the United States House of Rep-
resentatives joined in my quest to have a 
Department that would function well, but 
it’s stuck in the Senate. See, it got stuck 
in the Senate before they went home to 
campaign. They couldn’t get it out because 
they were trying to extract too high a price 
from me. They wanted me to give up a 
right that every President has had since 
John F. Kennedy, the right and the capacity 
to suspend certain work rules in the name 
of national security. 

In other words, if the Senate had their 
way, I would have the capacity to be able 
to—I would have more flexibility with the 
Department of Agriculture to deal with na-
tional security concerns than I would with 
the new Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. Here we are at war, and they want 
to take away the capacity for the President 
to be able to better protect the American 
people. I need to be able to move the 
right people to the right place at the right 
time to protect you, and I’m not going to 
accept a lousy bill out of the United Na-
tions Senate. 

I’m here to tell you the best way to 
protect America is to hunt the killers down, 
one at a time, and bring them to justice. 
And that’s what we’re going to do. That’s 
what we’re going to do. I need somebody 
in Congress who is a cold-eyed realist, who 
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understands the stakes, somebody who un-
derstands that history has called our coun-
try into action. We’ve got to protect the 
future for our children. And therefore, the 
best way to do that is to get on the hunt 
and not tire, stay steady and strong. 

I went to the Congress and asked them 
to give me a good defense bill, and fortu-
nately, they did. It’s the largest increase 
in defense spending since Ronald Reagan 
was the President. There’s two messages 
in that bill. There’s two messages I want 
to send to the world: One, anytime we put 
our troops into harm’s way, they deserve 
the best pay, the best training, and the 
best possible equipment. We owe that to 
our troops, and we owe that to the loved 
ones of our troops. 

And by the way, for those of you who 
have got relatives in the military, you can 
tell them this: I’m confident in their abili-
ties; I’m proud of their service; and we’re 
going to use them to win the war on terror. 

And the second message that we deliv-
ered with the defense bill is that we’re 
in this deal for the long haul. See, there’s 
not a calendar on my desk in the Oval 
Office that says, by such-and-such a date 
we’re quitting. That’s not America. When 
it comes to the defense of our freedom, 
when it comes from doing our duty to fu-
ture generations of America, there is no 
quit in America. It doesn’t matter how long 
it takes, my fellow Americans. It doesn’t 
matter what the cost. We will defend the 
freedom of the United States of America. 

And we’re making progress. Sometimes 
it’s hard to tell we’re making progress. 
Some of the old vets will tell you, in the 
old days, you could measure progress by 
the number of tanks you destroyed or the 
number of enemy aircraft that were shot 
down out of the sky. This bunch we’re 
fighting, they don’t have tanks. They’re the 
kind who hide in caves, kind of move 
around the dark corners of some of the 
cities in the world, and then send young-
sters to their suicidal deaths. That’s the 
kind of people they are. 

See, there’s a huge difference between 
us and them. They don’t value life. We 
value life. We say, ‘‘Every life is precious. 
Everybody counts. Everybody in the whole 
world has got worth.’’ But we’re after them. 
It doesn’t matter how dark the cave is or 
what corner of the world they’re trying to 
hide in; we’re after them, one at a time. 
That’s the way this war is going to be 
fought, and that’s the way it’s going to be 
won. 

We’ve got a lot of good folks working 
with us, because the doctrine still stands: 
Either you’re with us, or you’re with the 
enemy. Slowly but surely, we’re dismantling 
them. And it’s going to take a while—it 
just is going to take a while. We’ve prob-
ably hauled in a couple of thousand of 
them; like number weren’t as lucky. In ei-
ther case, these groups are not threats to 
us. The other day a guy popped up, and 
he was going to be the 20th hijacker. He 
popped his head up. He’s not a problem 
to the United States of America. Slowly 
but surely, we’re hauling them in. 

It’s important to be realistic about the 
threats we face. It’s important to under-
stand it’s a dangerous world. It’s also im-
portant to understand the stakes have 
changed since September the 11th. When 
I was a youngster—kind of when I was 
an older guy too—we thought oceans could 
protect us. That’s what we thought. If there 
was a conflict or a threat overseas, we had 
the luxury, because of two great oceans, 
to pick and choose our fights. If we wanted 
to help, we would. If it was a direct threat, 
we could decide. If there was an indirect 
threat, we could decide to get involved, 
not—but oceans protected us. 

That’s changed. And America must un-
derstand that has changed. And therefore, 
threats that in the past may not have 
seemed overly significant all of a sudden 
become significant, like the threat to Amer-
ica in Iraq. Saddam Hussein is a threat 
to our country. He can’t stand what we 
believe in. He doesn’t like America. He 
doesn’t like our friends. He’s a man who 
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told the world he would have no weapons 
of mass destruction, and yet, he does. And 
not only that, he’s used weapons of mass 
destruction. He’s used them against his 
neighbors, and he’s used them against his 
own people. 

For 11 years, he’s deceived and denied 
the world, and he’s a threat. He’s a threat. 
If he were to team up, like we think he’s 
trying to do, with one of these terrorist 
networks, he would be able to use a weap-
on of mass destruction on America and 
leave no fingerprints behind. We’ve got to 
be clear-eyed about our responsibilities and 
the threats we face. 

So I went to the United Nations. See, 
I hope that body can be effective to deal 
with the new threats that we face, that 
freedom-loving people face. I told them 
that ‘‘For 16 resolutions this guy has ig-
nored you, and we want you to be success-
ful. We want you to be able to keep the 
peace, so do something about it.’’ We also 
sent the message to Saddam Hussein—I’m 
saying it again right now—‘‘You said you 
wouldn’t have weapons of mass destruction. 
Disarm. Do what you said you would do.’’ 

But if the United Nations won’t act, 
won’t fulfill their responsibilities to keep 
the peace, and if Saddam Hussein will not 
disarm—their choices, by the way—the 
United States of America, in the name of 
peace and in the name of freedom, will 
lead a coalition and disarm Saddam Hus-
sein. 

And I believe, by remaining strong and 
tough and firm, that we can achieve peace. 
You’ve just got to know, amongst all the 
talk about getting them and war and all 
that, that my vision is for a peaceful world. 
And I believe we can achieve it. I do. It 
requires this country to be steady and re-
solved. It requires us to remember that 
freedom isn’t an American gift; it’s God-
given. It’s got to remember the values that 
we hold dear of being steady and resolved. 

The evil done to America, the evil done 
to this country, is going to yield some in-
credible good, I believe. Not only abroad 

can we achieve peace—and I mean in parts 
of the world where they’ve quit on peace. 
Remember, we believe everybody has 
worth; everybody counts; everybody mat-
ters. We want children to grow up in a 
peaceful world. That’s why, when we went 
into Afghanistan, we went in not as con-
querors but as liberators. And thanks to 
the United States of America, many young 
girls now go to school for the first time. 
Those values we hold dear are important 
values. Everybody counts. 

And here at home we can have a better 
America as well. See, while we worked for 
our security and safety, we can also work 
to make sure this country is a better place 
for everybody. There are pockets of despair 
in America. Amongst our plenty, people 
hurt; people are lonely; people need help. 
And the role of Government is a limited 
role. We can hand out money—which we 
do; sometimes we’re pretty good at it. We 
can repair systems when they’re broken. 
But what Government cannot do is put 
hope in people’s hearts or a sense of pur-
pose in people’s lives. That happens when 
a fellow American puts their arm around 
somebody in need and says, ‘‘I love you. 
I love you.’’ 

You know, I don’t know what was going 
through the enemy’s mind when they hit 
us. They probably thought that the national 
religion was materialism, that we were so 
self-absorbed and selfish that after 9/11 
we’d take a step back and maybe file a 
lawsuit or two. They just didn’t understand. 
They didn’t understand our strength, our 
resolve, that when it comes to freedom, 
we’re plenty strong. But when it comes to 
compassion, we’re really decent people. 

No, I believe out of the evil done to 
America can come a country in which the 
American Dream is known to everybody 
who lives here, in which people who hurt 
can find salvation and hope. Today I had 
the honor of meeting Dick McCloskey. 
He’s a man who lost a daughter on 9/11 
in New York. He’s a man, and along with 
his family, has dedicated himself to work 
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at the Center for the Homeless. He’s a 
guy who knows what I know, that we can 
change America, one heart, one soul at a 
time and that each of us has a responsi-
bility—each of us has a responsibility as 
an American to help people in need. 

The American spirit is more than just 
keeping the peace and defending the 
homeland. The American spirit was em-
bodied on Flight 93, that day when people 
were flying across the country. They heard 
the plane was going to be a weapon. They 
told their loved ones goodbye. They said 
a prayer. A guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They 
drove the plane in the ground, to serve 
something greater than themselves in life. 

That’s the American spirit, serving some-
thing greater than yourself. No, the enemy 

Remarks in Charleston, West Virginia 
October 31, 2002 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Audience member. We love you, George! 
The President. I’m glad I came. Thanks 

for your invitation, and thank you all for 
coming. Thanks for your interest in our 
great country. 

I’m here to tell you that the American 
spirit is alive and well in West Virginia, 
and it’s alive and well all across the country. 
It’s a spirit which says that we’ve got the 
fortitude to defend our freedoms, that 
we’ve got the compassion to help a neigh-
bor in need. It’s a spirit which says we 
understand the stakes ahead of us and we 
will do whatever it takes to defend our 
freedom. 

And part of the American spirit means 
that our citizens must do their duty. In 
a democracy, it depends upon the participa-
tion of our citizens. So I’ve come to this 
great State to urge all the citizens of West 
Virginia—Republicans and Democrats, peo-
ple who don’t give a hoot about a political 

had no idea, when they attacked us, they 
attacked the greatest nation, full of the fin-
est people, on the face of this Earth. 

Thank you for your concern about our 
country. Thank you for supporting Chris. 
May God bless you, and may God bless 
America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. at 
the South Bend Regional Airport. In his re-
marks, he referred to Chris Chocola, can-
didate for Indiana’s Second Congressional 
District, and his wife, Sarah; Ramzi bin al-
Shibh, an Al Qaida operative suspected of 
helping to plan the September 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks, who was captured in Karachi, 
Pakistan; and President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq. 

party—to do your duty, to do your duty 
and to go to the polls next Tuesday. 

And I’ve got a strong suggestion. I’ve 
got an idea about how to make sure West 
Virginia remains a strong State. I’ve got 
an idea on how to make sure that West 
Virginia sends the best to the United States 
Congress, and that is to send Shelley 
Moore Capito back to the Congress. 

I want to thank all the candidates who 
are here. I want to thank the good folks 
who put their name on the ballot, who 
are working hard. I particularly want to pay 
homage to Jay Wolfe, the Republican can-
didate for the United States Senate. 

I want to thank all the grassroots activists 
who are here. You’re the good people who 
work hard to get these candidates elected. 
You’re the good folks who helped me win, 
and you’re the good folks who are going 
to help Shelley Moore go back to the 
United States Congress. She can’t win with-
out you. So over the next couple of days, 
when you’re going to your coffee shops or 
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your houses of worship or your community 
centers, tell your fellow citizens they have 
an obligation to go to the polls. Don’t worry 
about talking to some of these Democrats. 
There’s plenty of Democrats in this State 
who understand Shelley Moore Capito has 
done a great job. Round up the vote. 
Round up the vote and work hard. She 
needs your help. 

And there’s a good reason to send her 
back to the United States Congress. First 
of all, she’s an independent person, rep-
resenting an independent State. She’s 
smart. She’s capable. She brings class to 
the office. She loves her family. 

Audience member. I love you, George! 
The President. Thank you. 
I appreciate so very much her husband, 

Charlie—his patience, his support of Shel-
ley Moore. He is a really fine husband. 
She married well, and so did I. One of 
Laura’s favorite Members of Congress is 
Shelley Moore Capito. She’s got good judg-
ment, Laura does—most of the time. 
[Laughter] Some of her friends questioned 
her judgment when there I was on bended 
knee—she said, ‘‘Yes, I’ll marry you.’’ 
[Laughter] Thank goodness she did say yes. 
She is a great First Lady for our country. 

Now, there’s a lot of reasons besides 
Shelley Moore’s character that we need her 
in the United States Congress. She’s an 
effective person. She can get things done. 
She’s a breath of fresh air. She doesn’t— 
her demeanor is such, she doesn’t represent 
that stale, old, tired politics, where you get 
ahead by trashing somebody. See, she’s got 
a vision. She knows what she wants to do, 
and she knows our great country has got 
some challenges. And I look forward to 
continuing to work with her to meet those 
challenges. 

One of the biggest challenges we have 
is to make sure people can find work in 
America. We had good news today on the 
quarterly growth. But so long as somebody 
is looking for work and can’t find a job, 
we’ve got to continue to stress job creation. 
We’ve got to do what’s right. We’ve got 

to do what’s right by our people to make 
sure they can find a job. I want people 
being able to put food on the table. 

I’m optimistic. We’ve overcome some 
pretty steep hurdles already. After all, the 
economy has gone through a recession. We 
withstood some serious terrorist attacks. 
And yet we’re still strong, and we’re moving 
forward. But we won’t rest. We won’t rest 
until people can find work. 

Shelley Moore Capito and I understand 
the role of small business in our society. 
It’s important to have somebody in Con-
gress who understands that. She serves on 
the Committee for Small Business. See, we 
understand most new jobs are created by 
entrepreneurs and small-business owners. 
Seventy percent of new job creation, it 
comes from the ingenuity and hard work 
of our small-business sector. And therefore, 
growth policy ought to be directed toward 
small businesses. One thing to make sure 
small businesses grow is to make sure they 
have more money in their pocket. That’s 
why the tax relief plan we passed makes 
eminent sense for job creation. 

That tax relief plan was good for small 
businesses and job creation, and it is good 
for West Virginia citizens as well. Over the 
next 10 years, that relief plan, if it stays 
intact, will provide you all $5.5 billion. 
Now, I want you to understand, Shelley 
and I understand, we’re not talking about 
the Government’s money. See, that’s the 
difference of attitude with some of them 
in Washington. They say, ‘‘Oh, we’re spend-
ing the Government’s money, or we’re giv-
ing the Government’s money back to the 
people.’’ It’s your money to begin with. 

That tax relief plan was important be-
cause when you have more money in your 
pocket, you’re more than likely to demand 
an additional good or a service. And when 
you demand a good or a service in the 
marketplace, somebody is going to produce 
the good or a service. And when somebody 
produces that good or service, somebody 
in West Virginia or around America is more 
likely to find work. I need people in the 
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United States Congress who understand 
this and are willing to make the tax cuts 
permanent. And make no mistake about it, 
that somebody in West Virginia is Shelley 
Moore Capito. 

There are other things we can do in 
Congress to get people working. We need 
terrorism insurance. We want our hardhats 
working. We want the people who are 
wearing those hardhats building those 
buildings. And therefore, the Congress 
needs to work with the administration to 
make sure there’s terrorism insurance to 
get billions of dollars of construction pro-
grams going again. And by the way, the 
bill must reward the hard-working Ameri-
cans, the hardhats, and not America’s trial 
lawyers. 

I appreciate working with Shelley on a 
key issue for West Virginia and America, 
and that’s an energy plan. It’s about time 
this country had an energy plan. That’s 
good for not only job security but national 
security. We need an energy plan which 
encourages conservation, works on renew-
ables. We need an energy plan that’s real-
istic. We need an energy plan that under-
stands the importance of coal and clean 
coal technology. We need an energy plan 
that not only helps people find work, but 
an energy plan that makes us less reliant 
on foreign sources of crude oil. 

No, there are some things that Congress 
can do, and there’s something Congress has 
done to help the economy. Not only did 
the terrorists attack us, which hurt the 
economy; we had a slight problem—more 
than a slight problem, a significant problem 
with some of the people running corporate 
America. See, they thought they could lie, 
fudge the numbers, and get away with it. 

We sure did—we passed the best cor-
porate reform bill since Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt was the President. Shelley Moore 
Capito was by my side passing that law, 
and there’s a new signal we’re sending: No 
more easy money in America, just hard 
time. 

We’ve got the foundation for growth, and 
we’ll continue to work together to make 
sure people can find work. We also got 
to work together to make sure our health 
care systems work. Medicare is a key issue. 
The Speaker found one of the best there 
is and put her on as the vice-chairman of 
the Speaker’s prescription drug task force, 
and that’s your Congresswoman. You see, 
medicine has changed. Medicine has 
changed because of technology and new 
discoveries. Medicare hasn’t changed. Med-
icine is progressive. Medicare is stuck in 
the past. For the sake of a good future 
for our citizens, we must make sure Medi-
care is modern, and that means prescription 
drug benefits for our seniors. And Shelley 
Moore Capito led the way in the House 
of Representatives on this key issue. 

And there’s another key issue facing 
health care. We want our citizens to be 
able to have affordable health care. And 
there must be doctors available. One of 
my big concerns is the medical liability situ-
ation around the country. Listen, we want 
our people to be able to get to the courts 
if they’ve got a claim. Everybody ought to 
be able to go to the courts if they have 
a claim. But the problem is, frivolous and 
junk lawsuits are driving doctors out of 
business and are running the price of medi-
cine up. And Shelley Moore Capito under-
stands the need for medical liability reform 
for the good of West Virginia patients, so 
health care is affordable and health care 
is accessible. 

And one other issue we worked on— 
I’m real proud of her work—and that is 
to make sure our schools are great. We 
passed one of the most meaningful edu-
cation reform packages in a long, long time. 
Thanks to Shelley Moore’s hard work, the 
West Virginia schools will receive $330 mil-
lion of Federal money this year. 

But we did something else. We passed 
power out of Washington because we be-
lieve in local control of schools. But we 
also were willing to challenge the soft big-
otry of low expectations. We’ve set high 
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standards and high expectations. We expect 
the best for every single child who lives 
in America. We’ll praise success. But when 
we find children trapped in schools which 
will not teach and will not change, we will 
demand that the status quo changes. No 
child shall be left behind in America. 

No, I appreciate working with Shelley 
Moore Capito on these key issues, and we’ll 
continue working together for the good of 
the country and for the good of West Vir-
ginia. There’s one big issue that we’re going 
to work together on as well. Overriding all 
the concerns I’ve just outlined is one big 
issue, and that is to protect America. That’s 
our most important job, is to protect you 
and your families from further attack. And 
there’s still an enemy out there lurking 
around. 

Audience members. Go get ’em! 
The President. And they’re motivated. 

They’re motivated because they hate us, 
and they hate us because of what we love. 
We love freedom, and we’re not going to 
change. 

And so, in order to make sure we do 
a good job—and by the way, there’s a lot 
of good people working on your behalf 
right now, at the Federal level and the 
State level and the local level. We got the 
message about this enemy. We’re aware 
they’re there. We’re aware of their hatreds. 
We know that they’re different from Ameri-
cans because they don’t value innocent life, 
and we say, ‘‘Every life is precious. Every-
body counts. Everybody has worth.’’ 

So we understand, and anytime we get 
a hint that somebody is thinking about 
doing something to America, we’re moving 
on it. Anytime we get any evidence that 
somebody is trying to do something to this 
great country, we’re going to move; we’re 
going to deny; we’re going to disrupt—ev-
erything within our power and within the 
United States Constitution to do our sol-
emn duty, which is to protect the American 
people. 

And that’s why I went to the United 
States Congress and asked them to join 

with me in the creation of a Department 
of Homeland Security, so we can better 
protect the homeland, so we can get the 
agencies involved with homeland security 
to work together, to set as their priority 
your protection, and if need be, to work 
together to change cultures, so that the 
number one priority is in fact the protec-
tion of the homeland. 

Shelley Moore Capito supported my 
version of the bill in the House. It got 
stuck in the United States Senate. And let 
me tell you why: Because the United States 
Senate wanted to take away a power every 
President has had since John F. Kennedy. 
Every President since Kennedy has had the 
capacity to suspend some work rules in 
order—for the sake of national security. 
Presidents have had the capacity to say, 
‘‘Well, this is in our Nation’s interest. 
Therefore, certain work rules must be 
scrapped for the good of the country.’’ 

Secondly, I need the flexibility and the 
ability to put the right people at the right 
time at the right—I don’t need a book this 
thick of bureaucratic rules written by spe-
cial interests in Washington. I appreciate 
Shelley’s support on this key issue. But I 
want you all to know that the best way 
to protect America, the best homeland pro-
tection, is to chase the killers down, one 
person at a time, and bring them to justice. 
And that’s what we’re going to do. 

I want to thank the Congress for sending 
a defense bill to my desk that was the 
largest increase in defense spending since 
Ronald Reagan was the President. I asked 
for that increase for two reasons, and I 
want to share them with you. I believe 
strongly that anytime we put one of our 
youngsters into harm’s way, anytime our 
military goes into harm’s way, they deserve 
the best pay, the best training, and the 
best possible equipment. We owe that to 
our soldiers, and we owe that to the loved 
ones of our soldiers. 

And secondly, the message we sent with 
that defense bill is this—and it’s important 
for you to hear this; it’s important for our 
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enemy to hear this and our friends to hear 
this—it doesn’t matter how long it takes 
to defend America; we will defend our 
country. There’s no calendar on my desk, 
in that great Oval Office—there is no cal-
endar on my desk that says, by such-and-
such a date, we’re hauling it in. That’s just 
not the way I think, and I know it’s not 
the way America thinks. We have a duty 
and an obligation to defend our freedoms. 
We have an obligation to the youngsters 
coming up to make sure our society is a 
free society. We have an obligation to de-
fend the innocent. We have an obligation 
to bring justice to those who murder Amer-
icans. That’s our obligation, and it’s an obli-
gation we will keep. 

Shelley understands, like I know, this is 
a different kind of war. Some great vet-
erans here with us today, they remember 
the days when you could judge progress 
against an enemy by the number of tanks 
that you destroyed or the number of air-
planes you shot down or the number of 
ships you sunk. This enemy doesn’t have 
tanks. They don’t have ships. They hide 
in caves. They live in—they kind of ooch 
around—[laughter]—dark corners of the 
world and send youngsters to their suicidal 
deaths. They’re fanatics. They’re motivated 
out of hate. They only way to treat them 
is like they are, coldblooded killers, and 
run them down. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. It is important for our 
countrymen to understand, therapy won’t 
work. [Laughter] And that’s why we put 
together this coalition of freedom-loving 
countries, to disrupt them, to cut off their 
money, and to put the spotlight on them 
in these caves. The doctrine that says, ‘‘Ei-
ther you’re with us, or you’re with the 
enemy’’ still stands. 

And we’re making good progress on this 
different kind of war. Sometimes you’ll see 
it on your TV screens; sometimes you’re 
just not going to know about it. But slowly 
but surely, we’re rounding them up. We’ve 

hauled in over a couple of thousand of 
them; like number weren’t as lucky. Either 
case, neither group is a threat. 

One of them popped his head up the 
other day, the 20th hijacker. He’s not a 
problem to America anymore, either. 

It’s important for us to be steady and 
determined to succeed, because, you see, 
the stakes have changed. I can see a lot 
of folks my age out there that remember 
the day when oceans protected us. If there 
was a conflict somewhere around the world, 
we felt pretty good at home, because the 
oceans were able to protect the homeland. 
But on September the 11th, on that tragic 
day, history changed. We now have got the 
battlefield here at home, and therefore, it’s 
very important for us to be clear-eyed and 
realistic. We can’t look at the world the 
way we hope the world would be. We must 
look at the world the way it is. We must 
see threats for what they are. 

And there’s a true threat to America and 
our friends and allies in Iraq. Saddam Hus-
sein—Saddam Hussein is a man who told 
the world that he would have no weapons 
of mass destruction. He deceived the world. 
For 11 long years, he has deceived and 
denied the truth. This is a man who not 
only has weapons of mass destruction, a 
man who was close to having a nuclear 
weapon at one time, a man who has used 
weapons of mass destruction on his own 
people and in his neighborhood. This is 
a man who hates America and hates our 
friends. This is a man who has defied the 
United Nations 16 times. Sixteen times the 
United Nations has said, ‘‘Disarm like you 
said you were going to,’’ and 16 times he 
thumbs his nose. 

So I went to the United Nations. I said, 
‘‘I want you to succeed as a body. It’s im-
portant for you to succeed, it seems like 
to me, when we face new threats to free-
dom, new threats to countries such as 
America. We want you to succeed. We 
want you to be an effective body. We don’t 
want you to be the League of Nations, an 
empty debating society.’’ They have a 
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choice to make as to whether or not they 
want the United Nations to be effective. 
We of course want them to be. 

Saddam Hussein has a choice to make. 
We’ve made it clear that nobody likes war; 
nobody likes what could happen during 
war. But for the sake of peace, Mr. Hus-
sein, get rid of your weapons. You said 
you wouldn’t have them. Get rid of them. 

The other day the United States Con-
gress stood strong and spoke with one 
voice. And here’s our message: If the 
United Nations is incapable of disarming 
Saddam Hussein and if Saddam Hussein 
will not disarm, then the United States, 
for the sake of peace, for the sake of free-
dom, the United States will lead a coalition 
of nations and disarm Saddam Hussein. 

We have a chance—we have a chance 
because of what the enemy did to us to 
lead the world to peace. See, out of the 
evil done to America is going to come some 
incredible good, because this is a really 
strong nation. I don’t know what went 
through their mind, what they were think-
ing about when they attacked America. 
They probably thought our national religion 
was materialism, that we were so self-ab-
sorbed and selfish that after September the 
11th we might file a lawsuit or two. 
[Laughter] But they learned—they learned 
something about America, something you 
know and I know, that when it comes to 
the defense of our freedom, when it comes 
to fighting for things we hold dear, there’s 
nothing stopping this great Nation. 

No, we’re not only a great nation mili-
tarily; we’re a great nation, period. I want 
you to remind your youngsters that in the 
first theater of the first war of the 21st 
century, we went into an impoverished 
country, Afghanistan, not to conquer any-
body but to liberate people. We believe 
every life counts; everybody is precious. We 
understand freedom is not American-given; 
it is God-given. And we believe in freedom 
for all people. 

I believe out of the evil done to America 
is going to come some great good, starting 

with peace. Amidst all the talk of war, I 
have a vision for peace. I want America 
to be at peace. I want there to be peace 
in parts of the world that have given up 
on peace—peace in the Middle East and 
peace in South Asia. 

No, if we remain strong, diligent, and 
focused as we rout out terror and deal with 
some of the world’s dictators that want to 
harm us or our friends with weapons of 
mass destruction, we can achieve peace and 
lasting peace. And here at home, we can 
have a better America. 

Here at home, we have a chance to take 
an assessment of what’s important in life. 
A lot of people have done that. September 
the 11th was a shock to our systems. A 
lot of people took a step back and said, 
‘‘What is life all about? What can I do 
to help? What can I do to help fight evil?’’ 
And my answer is, do some good. If you 
want to fight evil, love your neighbor just 
like you’d like to be loved yourself. 

There are people who hurt in America. 
Amongst our plenty, there are people who 
hurt. There’s addiction and loneliness and 
hopelessness. There are people, when you 
say ‘‘American Dream,’’ they go, ‘‘I don’t 
understand what you mean.’’ So long as 
any of us hurt, we all hurt, as far as I’m 
concerned. But we’ve got to remember the 
limitations of Government. 

We’ve talked about ways Government 
can improve people’s lives. Government can 
hand out money, but Government can 
never put hope in people’s hearts or a 
sense of purpose in people’s lives. That 
happens when a fellow citizen finds some-
body who hurts, somebody in need, and 
puts their arm around them and says, ‘‘I 
love you, brother’’ or ‘‘I love you, sister.’’ 
Part of the American spirit is not only to 
defend our freedoms, but part of the Amer-
ican spirit is to work to eradicate the prob-
lems that face our society, one heart, one 
soul, one person at a time. 

And it’s taking place here. Today I met 
John Wells, Jr., from right here from 
your—right here from West Virginia. For 
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30 years he’s been active in youth organiza-
tions. He’s been involved in Boy Scouts. 
He worked for the YMCA. You see, if you 
want to change America, it doesn’t take 
much. Oh, you can mentor a child, which 
is a way to change America. You can help 
a shut-in. You can run a Girl Scout troop. 
You can do anything to help somebody re-
alize their potential and that there’s love 
and there’s compassion in the world. 

The American spirit calls upon each of 
us to serve something greater than ourself 
in life. Perhaps the most vivid example of 
that spirit and why it’s alive and how it’s 
alive today happened on Flight 93. I’m sure 
you remember. People were flying across 
the country. They were told that their plane 
was being used as a weapon. They were 
on their cell phones. They told their loved 
ones they loved them and goodbye. They 
said a prayer. One guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ 

Remarks in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
November 1, 2002 

Thank you, all. Thanks a lot. I’m glad 
I came. [Laughter] Thank you. Thank you 
for such a warm welcome. Thanks for get-
ting up early, too. 

The American spirit is obviously alive 
and well here in Pennsylvania. It’s alive 
in our country, all across our country. It’s 
a spirit that says we love freedom. It’s a 
spirit that says that we’re willing to serve 
something greater than ourself in life. It’s 
a spirit that says, when you live in America, 
you have a responsibility, and one of the 
main responsibilities is to participate in the 
political process. You have an obligation in 
democracy to vote. 

So I’m here to urge the good folks of 
Pennsylvania to do your duty. It doesn’t 
matter whether you’re Republican or Dem-
ocrat or could care less about political par-
ties. You have an obligation as part of the 
citizenry of America to go to the polls and 

They drove the plane into the ground to 
save life. They served something greater 
than themselves. 

No, the American spirit is alive and well. 
It’s strong, which allows me to boldly pre-
dict that out of the evil done to America 
is going to come a more peaceful world 
and a more hopeful America. And I say 
that with absolute certainty, because Amer-
ica is the greatest nation, full of the most 
decent people on the face of this Earth. 

Thank you for coming tonight. May God 
bless you, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:48 p.m. in 
the Coliseum at the Charleston Civic Center. 
In his remarks, he referred to President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq and Ramzi bin al-Shibh, 
an Al Qaida operative suspected of helping 
to plan the September 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tacks, who was captured in Karachi, Pakistan. 

vote. And when you do, I’ve got a sugges-
tion for you for Congress: George W. 
Gekas. How about putting it this way: Let’s 
win one for George W. [Laughter] I’m talk-
ing about both George W’s on the stage. 

Both George W’s married well, by the 
way. [Laughter] I appreciate Vangie Gekas 
for coming today. I’m proud that she’s 
working hard to see to it that the Congress-
man George W. goes back to the United 
States Congress. And Laura W. sends her 
best to George W. and Vangie—Laura W. 
being the great First Lady of America. 

I’m proud that your Governor is here 
with us today. Mark Schweiker has done 
a fine job on behalf of the citizens of Penn-
sylvania. As you may remember, he went 
from being the Lieutenant Governor to 
Governor when I asked somebody you 
trained really well to join me in Wash-
ington, DC, and that’s of course, your 
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former Governor, and now my close ad-
viser, my friend, a man who’s doing a great 
job for the American people, Tom Ridge. 

Ridge came in a long line of fine Repub-
lican Governors, and you have a chance 
to make sure that lineage is continued. You 
have a chance this Tuesday to make sure 
you put the right man in the Governor’s 
office. And, of course, that man is your 
current State attorney general, Mike Fisher. 

He’ll do a fine job on behalf of all the 
citizens of Pennsylvania. He’ll represent not 
just one section of the State but the entire 
State. He’s got a good record. He’s got 
a good record in office, and he’s got a 
good record on the trail. I learned first-
hand. After all, in the year 2000, he ran 
ahead of me by about half a million votes 
is all. [Laughter] This man can appeal to 
people from all walks of life. And so can 
the next Lieutenant Governor of the State 
of Pennsylvania, State Senator Jane Earll. 

I want to thank Senator Arlen Specter 
for being here. I want to thank him for 
his service to Pennsylvania. I want to thank 
him for working with me on a lot of big 
issues—no bigger issue than to make sure 
the Federal judiciary is staffed and full of 
fine, fine people. The record of this Senate 
is a lousy record when it comes to the 
approval of judges that I name. We have 
a vacancy problem in America. We can’t 
get our judges through the United States 
Senate because there’s too much politics 
in Washington, DC. 

The current Senate distorts the record 
of good people I put up. I’m going to con-
tinue to name judges that are honorable 
and decent and honest, judges who recog-
nize their job is to interpret the Constitu-
tion, not to try to write new law. And I 
want to thank Senator Specter for being 
one of the leaders in the Senate to work 
with the administration to make sure our 
good judges get approved on a timely basis. 
One way to make sure our judges get ap-
proved on a timely basis is to change the 
leadership in the United States Senate. 

You’ve got some fine United States Con-
gressmen from Pennsylvania in Washington, 
all of whom I call friends and all of whom 
I work closely with on behalf of the Amer-
ican people. And I want to thank them 
for joining us today: Jim Greenwood, Bill 
Shuster, Don Sherwood, and Todd Platts. 
I appreciate they’re here to support their 
friend. They know both candidates in this 
race, and there’s no question in their 
mind—like there’s no question in my 
mind—that the right man for this congres-
sional district and the right man for Amer-
ica is George W. Gekas. 

Not only am I here to urge you to vote, 
I’m here to urge you to get out the vote. 
See, there’s a lot of grassroots activists here 
who have made a tremendous difference 
in campaigns past, and I want to thank 
you for what you have done. But I’m here 
to thank you for what you’re going to do 
today and Saturday and Sunday and Mon-
day and Tuesday. And that is to turn out 
the vote, to get your friends to vote, to 
go to your houses of worship, your commu-
nity centers, the coffee shops and tell peo-
ple they have an obligation to vote, and 
they have the obligation to support some-
body who’s honest and decent, somebody 
who’s represented this district since 1982, 
somebody who stands squarely with the 
President on key issues, and that somebody 
is George W. Gekas. 

I also want to thank the Middletown 
High band for coming today. It looks like 
I provided you a convenient excuse to miss 
class. [Laughter] I’ll try to keep my remarks 
short so you can get back to the library. 
[Laughter] 

George and I believe in the value of 
hard work and personal responsibility. We 
believe in—service to our community is in-
credibly important. We share a passion for 
education. I want to thank George and the 
other Members of Congress up here for 
working hard on the education reform 
package we passed out of Washington, DC. 
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First, this bill says that we’re going to 
challenge the soft bigotry of low expecta-
tions, because we believe every child can 
learn. And we must set high, high standards 
for every child in America. 

The bill says that we trust the people 
of Pennsylvania to chart the path to excel-
lence in the public schools of Pennsylvania. 
People care more about the children who 
live in Pennsylvania than the bureaucrats 
in Washington, DC. So we strongly believe 
in local control of schools. 

Thanks to George’s hard work, we’re 
passing back $1.7 billion of Federal money 
to Pennsylvania schools to help every child 
learn. But for the first time, we’re now 
asking for accountability for those dollars. 
We want to know whether or not our chil-
dren are learning to read and write and 
add and subtract. I see some of the seniors 
here, glazing over, saying, ‘‘Oh, no. I hate 
tests.’’ Well, too bad. [Laughter] We want 
to know whether or not the dollars are 
well spent. In order to make sure no child 
gets left behind in Pennsylvania, we must 
have strong accountability measures. 

I appreciate so very much the fact that 
George shares with me our concern about 
our economy. Today, it looks like some 
more Americans are looking for work, and 
that’s a problem. Anytime somebody is 
looking for work and can’t find work means 
we’ve got a problem in America. We want 
our people to be able to put food on the 
table, to support their families. 

The foundation for growth is strong. In-
terest rates are down. Inflation is low. Pro-
ductivity is up. We’ve got the best workers 
in the world. We’ve got the best entre-
preneurs in the world. We’ve got the best 
farmers and ranchers in the world. But 
we’ve got a problem when people can’t find 
a job. We’re kind of bumping along, and 
that’s not good enough. 

I need people in Congress who under-
stand the role of Government. And that’s 
to create an environment in which the en-
trepreneur can flourish, in which the small 
business can grow to be a big business, 

in which the engine for job growth, which 
is our small businesses, have a chance to 
survive and thrive in slow economic times. 
The best way to do so is to let people 
keep more of your own money. 

George and I know that if somebody has 
more money in their own pocket, they’re 
likely to demand a good or a service. And 
when they demand a good or a service 
in our marketplace, somebody is likely to 
produce the good or a service. And some-
body produces a good or service, it means 
somebody is more likely to find work. 

Be wary of those who say, ‘‘We must 
revisit the tax relief plan.’’ That’s Wash-
ington code word for, ‘‘We’re fixing to get 
back in your pockets.’’ [Laughter] During 
slow economic times, during times when 
we’re worried about somebody finding 
work, the best economic stimulus is to let 
people keep more of their own money on 
a permanent basis. 

And George understands that. He also 
knows we need to get a terrorism insurance 
package out of Washington, DC, so the 
hardhats can go back to work. We’ve got 
too many construction programs on hold 
because they can’t find insurance, because 
of what the terrorists did to us. It’s a prop-
er role for the Federal Government to un-
derwrite the terrorism insurance. But this 
bill needs to keep the hardhats in mind. 
We need to make sure our hardhats get 
back to work and not reward the trial law-
yers all around America. 

No, we’ve been through some tough 
times here in America. We had a recession 
for a while. And then the enemy hit us, 
and that hurt our economy. Then some-
thing else came up. There was a lack of 
confidence in the system, because there 
were some of our fellow Americans who 
decided they were going to fudge the num-
bers. And we’re going to have the—reveal 
the whole truth in the corporate accounting 
practices. They didn’t understand that when 
you’re running a corporation, you have a 
responsibility. You have a responsibility to 
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shareholders. You have a responsibility to 
employees. 

I want to thank George Gekas and Arlen 
and the other Members of Congress for 
joining me to pass a law which I proudly 
signed, which is the toughest corporate re-
form since Franklin D. Roosevelt was the 
President. Our message to those who be-
lieve they can fudge the books is: There 
is no easy money in America, only hard 
time if you don’t do your responsibilities. 

You need to send George back to Con-
gress. We’ve got a lot of work to do on 
behalf of the people of Pennsylvania. We’ve 
got to make sure our health care system 
works. We want our health care system to 
be accessible and affordable. One of the 
problems we have is, there’s too many law-
suits these days, lawsuits which make it 
hard for people to take their true cases 
into courts, because the courts are clogged, 
lawsuits which are running up the cost of 
medicine, lawsuits which are driving docs 
out of business. If you’re interested in ac-
cessible and affordable health care, you will 
join Representative Greenwood, Gekas, and 
me in demanding that Congress pass med-
ical liability reform on behalf of America’s 
patients. 

And you’ll send somebody to Congress 
who understands we need to reform Medi-
care. Medicine has changed. Medicine is 
modern, and Medicare is stuck in the past. 
Medicare is old and tired, and it’s not doing 
its job. A modern Medicare system will in-
clude prescription drugs for our seniors, 
and George Gekas understands that. 

No, there’s a lot of issues we can work 
on. There’s no more important issue, 
though, is to protect you. That’s the most 
important issue, protect America, protect 
innocent life from the attacks of the killers. 
And they’re nothing but a bunch of cold-
blooded killers. That’s all they are. They 
hate freedom. They don’t value life like 
we value life in America. You see, we think 
everybody is precious; everybody counts; 
everybody has got worth. 

That’s not what the killers think. See, 
they hijacked a great religion and murder 
in the name of that religion. And so we’ve 
got to do everything we can to protect the 
homeland. We’ve got a man like George 
Gekas, who’s the chairman of the House 
Subcommittee on Immigration and Border 
Control and Claims. Seems like to me it 
makes sense if your country is under attack 
to keep him in that important position. 
After all, one of his jobs is to make sure 
our border is secure, that we know who’s 
coming in and who’s going out and what 
they’re bringing and whether or not what 
they’re bringing could hurt the American 
people. 

No, this issue on homeland defense is 
incredibly important if you’re a clear-eyed 
realist. And I’m a clear-eyed realist. I’m 
not forgetting the threats that we face. And 
therefore, I went to the Congress and said, 
‘‘Let’s work together to come up with a 
plan to better secure our homeland.’’ 
There’s a lot of good people working hard 
right now, a lot of people at the Federal 
level, the State level, and local level, a lot 
of good police officers and FBI agents, a 
lot of people running down every hint, 
every lead. 

Listen, if we think we’ve got something 
going on, we’re going to do something 
about it. We’re on alert. We understand 
the enemy. We understand their hatreds. 
We know they hate freedom. We know we 
love freedom, and we know we’re not going 
to change in our love for freedom. 

I want to thank the Members of the 
House here who joined me in supporting 
a Department of Homeland Security which 
will work, which will make sense and 
works, so we can do our jobs, so we can 
enforce our borders, like George Gekas 
wants us to do. 

It got stuck in the Senate. Arlen Specter 
didn’t cause it to get stuck, I want you 
to know. It got stuck because some Sen-
ators want me to give up a power that 
every President since John F. Kennedy has 
had. See, every President since Kennedy 
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has had the capacity to suspend collective 
bargaining rules in the name of national 
security, to suspend rules that will inhibit 
us from doing our job, prevent us from 
putting the right people at the right place 
at the right time to protect the American 
people. 

I’m not going to accept a lousy bill out 
of the United States Senate. I owe it to 
the people of this country to put in place 
a Department of Homeland Security which 
will work and which will prevent the enemy 
from doing harm to the American people. 
I want to thank George Gekas for his sup-
port on putting forth a good homeland se-
curity bill. 

But the best way to secure our home-
land, the best way to make sure you’re safe, 
the best way to make sure one of the first 
high school graduating classes ever to have 
the battleground here at home—to make 
sure that battleground is safe is to hunt 
these killers down, one person at a time, 
and bring them to justice. That’s what we 
have to do. See, therapy isn’t going to work. 
[Laughter] That’s not going to convince 
them. The only way to convince them is 
to keep that large coalition of freedom 
country—freedom-loving countries intact. 
And by the way, the doctrine still stands: 
Either you’re with us, or you’re with the 
enemy. 

And we’ll continue to lead these coali-
tions—this coalition and round them up 
one at a time. See, it’s a different kind 
of war. It’s a different kind of war we face. 
In the old days, you could destroy tanks 
or airplanes or boats and know you’re mak-
ing progress. These are the kind of people 
who hide in caves and send youngsters to 
their suicidal deaths. They don’t care. 

Look at Bali, Indonesia. See, the world 
kind of said, ‘‘Well, maybe they’re not that 
dangerous.’’ And all of a sudden they go 
to Bali, Indonesia, and just over—in a min-
ute’s time take innocent life after innocent 
life after innocent life. They don’t care, and 
so we’ve got to get them. And that’s exactly 
what we’re doing. 

The other day one old guy popped his 
head up. He was going to be the 20th 
hijacker here in America. Thanks to our 
friends and allies and thanks to a great 
United States military, this guy is no longer 
a problem for America. And that’s the way 
it is going. We’ve hauled in over a couple 
of thousand of them; like number weren’t 
as lucky. In either case, they’re not a prob-
lem to the United States or our friends 
or allies. Slowly but surely, we’re going 
hunt them down. It doesn’t matter how 
long it takes. 

And that’s why I went to the United 
States Congress—George Gekas supported 
me; the Members of the Congress up here 
supported me—to ask for the largest in-
crease in defense spending since Ronald 
Reagan was the President. There’s two 
messages in that bill. One, anytime this 
country puts our troops into harm’s way, 
they deserve the best pay, the best training, 
and the best possible equipment. 

And secondly, it doesn’t matter how long 
it takes to win this war on terror and to 
secure our freedom; we’re staying the 
course. There’s not a calendar on my desk 
that says, by such-and-such a time, Mr. 
President, you’ve got to haul it in. That’s 
just not the way I think. Our friends need 
to understand that we’re in this for the 
long haul. Our foes must understand we’re 
in this for the long haul. We owe it to 
our future; we owe it to our children to 
defend freedom no matter what the cost. 
And that’s exactly what we’re going to do. 

We also owe it to our future and our 
children to see the world the way it really 
is, not the way some would hope it to be. 
You see, the world changed on September 
the 11th, 2001. Not only is the battlefield 
come home, but two oceans no longer pro-
tect us from true threats. It used to be 
you could sit back, kind of relax, and say, 
‘‘Well, there’s a problem overseas, and we 
can decide to deal with it or be involved 
with it if we want to, but we’re okay at 
home because the oceans protect us.’’ 
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I want the youngsters here to understand 
that change is a profound change, and U.S. 
policy needs to change with it if we’re real-
istic and clear-eyed. And that’s why I’ve 
raised the issue on Iraq. That’s why I asked 
the United States Congress to think about 
this issue. That’s why I’ve asked the Amer-
ican people to think about this issue. That’s 
why I went to the U.N. to talk about this 
issue: Because in my judgment and the 
judgment of a lot of people, Saddam 
Hussein is a serious threat to America; he’s 
a threat to our friends; he’s a threat to 
our allies. 

This is a man who has told the world 
for 11 years he would not have weapons 
of mass destruction. This is a man who 
is close to having a nuclear weapon. This 
is a man who has deceived the world. This 
is a man who not only has weapons of 
mass destruction; he has used weapons of 
mass destruction. He has used them on 
his neighbors, and incredibly enough, he 
has used weapons of mass destruction on 
his own citizens. This is a dangerous man 
who cannot stand America because of what 
we love. 

And so I went to the United Nations 
to remind this august body that they have 
a responsibility to help us keep the peace. 
I reminded them, for 11 years and 16 reso-
lutions later, Saddam Hussein has defied 
every decree and every resolution. I went 
because I want the United Nations to be 
successful, to help us keep the peace. The 
more people involved with peace, the more 
likely it is we’ll achieve peace. I went be-
cause I want the United Nations to be a 
strong body, not the League of Nations. 
I went to remind them that if their word 
is not kept, they will become nothing but 
a debating society, unable to keep the 
peace. 

And so my message and the message of 
our United States Congress, including 
George Gekas, that spoke with one voice 
to the world is this: The United States will 
fulfill its obligations to peace; Saddam 
Hussein will disarm; if not, for the sake 

of peace, for the sake of securing the 
homeland, for the sake of protecting our 
friends and allies, the United States will 
lead a mighty coalition of freedom-loving 
nations and disarm Saddam Hussein. 

See, I can’t imagine what was going 
through the mind of this enemy when they 
hit us. They probably thought the national 
religion was materialism, that we were so 
selfish and so self-absorbed that after 9/ 
11/2001 this mighty nation would take a 
couple of steps back and file a lawsuit. 
[Laughter] They don’t understand America. 
They don’t understand the spirit of Amer-
ica. 

They don’t understand that when it 
comes to the defense of our freedoms, it 
doesn’t matter how long it takes; it doesn’t 
matter the cost. We will fulfill our obliga-
tions. This generation of Americans will do 
our duty to future generations of Americans 
by making the world a more peaceful place. 

Out of the evil done to America is going 
to come some great good. If we stay the 
course, if we remain plenty tough when 
we need to be tough, if we remember we 
go into countries never to conquer but only 
to liberate, like we did in Afghanistan— 
and you’ve got to remember, many young 
girls go to school for the first time in their 
lives thanks to the United States of Amer-
ica. As we keep in mind the values that 
are so important, that freedom is not an 
American gift, freedom is God-given for ev-
erybody in the world—no, if we keep those 
principles close and steadfast in our pur-
pose, we can achieve peace. I believe it. 

And not only can we achieve peace 
around the world; we can achieve a better 
America here at home. Government can 
help. I talked about laws that we can pass, 
Medicare reform and education. But you’ve 
got to remember there are pockets of hope-
lessness and despair in this country. There 
are people who hurt. They hurt on a daily 
basis. Many of their problems can only be 
helped when a fellow American puts their 
arm around them and says, ‘‘I love you. 
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What can I do to help? How can I make 
your day a better day?’’ 

So my call to America, if you want to 
join in the fight against evil, is to do some 
good, is to love your neighbor just like 
you’d like to be loved yourself. We’ve got 
to remember that Government can help, 
and Government can hand out money, but 
it can’t put love in people’s hearts. It can’t 
put a sense of purpose in people’s lives. 
That’s done when neighbor loves neighbor 
and neighbor helps neighbor. My call to 
the high school students here is, help some-
body in need. You see, the American spirit 
is more than just being a patriot. It’s more 
than just being strong when it comes to 
the defense of our country. The American 
spirit means serving something greater than 
yourself in life, is helping people in need, 
is working to save America one heart, one 
soul, one conscience at a time. 

I met Nancy Fierer today. See, all of 
us can do something and be part of this 
great fabric and mosaic of compassion. 
Nancy Fierer came out to the airport today. 
She started the Susquehanna Service Dogs 
Program that provides service dogs and 
hearing dogs to children and adults who 
have physical disabilities. See, she decided 
upon herself to make a difference. It’s the 
Nancy Fierers, and I’m confident many of 
you here, who are changing America for 
the better. 

I want you to remember the story of 
Flight 93. I particularly want the youngsters 
to remember that story. It’s the most pro-
found story of recent history about people 
who served something greater than them-

selves, who captured that American experi-
ence—American spirit that I’m defining for 
you today. 

These guys were flying across the air-
plane, guys and girls flying across the air-
plane—the country in an airplane. They 
heard the plane was going to be used as 
a weapon. Imagine. They were told on their 
cell phones by their loved ones. They made 
their determination that they must do 
something about it. They said goodbye, 
said, ‘‘I love you.’’ They said a prayer. One 
guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ And they took the 
airplane into the ground to serve something 
greater than themselves. They embodied 
the greatness of the American spirit, people 
willing to serve something greater than 
themselves so that lives would be better. 

There’s no question in my mind, and I 
will boldly predict that out of the evil done 
to America will come incredible good, be-
cause this is the finest nation, full of the 
most decent, compassionate people on the 
face of the Earth. 

Thank you for coming today. May God 
bless you, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:21 a.m. at 
Harrisburg International Airport. In his re-
marks, he referred to Evangeline ‘‘Vangie’’ 
Gekas, wife of Representative George W. 
Gekas; Gov. Mark Schweiker of Pennsyl-
vania; gubernatorial candidate Mike Fisher 
of Pennsylvania; Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al 
Qaida operative suspected of helping to plan 
the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, 
who was captured in Karachi, Pakistan; and 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

Remarks in Portsmouth, New Hampshire 
November 1, 2002 

The President. Thank you all. Thanks for 
coming. Thanks for inviting me. Boy, am 
I glad I came. It’s good to be back. It’s 
good to be back with the good folks of 

New Hampshire. I see a lot of familiar 
faces amongst the crowd. There’s one right 
there. [Laughter] We’ve got a lot of friends 
here. First of all, I’ve got to tell you, 
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Laura—you drew the short straw. You got 
me instead of Laura. [Laughter] She sends 
her best as well. She’s doing fabulous. 

You may remember the story about her. 
She was a public school librarian when I 
asked her to marry me. She didn’t like poli-
tics. She didn’t like politicians. [Laughter] 
Thank goodness she said yes when I was 
there on bended knee. She has made a 
fabulous First Lady for America. She sends 
her best to all the candidates running for 
office, and she urges you to do what I’m 
here to urge you to do, which is get out 
the vote. 

I want you to know that the American 
spirit is alive and well in America. And 
that’s the spirit that says it’s important for 
us to serve something greater than ourself. 
It’s the spirit that says, when it comes to 
the defense of our freedoms, we’ll be plen-
ty tough. 

But part of defending our freedom 
means our citizens must exercise their duty. 
And on election day, the duty is to vote. 
My call here in New Hampshire is for all 
the citizens—Republicans and Democrats, 
people who don’t give a hoot about political 
parties—to do your duty and vote. I’ve got 
a strong suggestion: If you want to do 
what’s right for New Hampshire, if you 
want to do what’s right for America, vote 
for John Sununu for the United States Sen-
ate. 

I’ve seen him in action in the Congress. 
I know what he can do. There’s no doubt 
in my mind that he’d be the most effective 
voice for all the people of this State, for 
everybody who’s fortunate enough to live 
in New Hampshire. See, he’s the kind of 
fellow that doesn’t require a focus group— 
[laughter]—or a poll to tell him what to 
think. 

If I remember my days from New 
Hampshire, that’s what you expect here in 
New Hampshire, somebody who tells you 
what’s on your mind, somebody who shares 
his philosophy, somebody who doesn’t need 
to move around in the political winds de-
pending upon what might be happening at 

a particular moment. No, the people of this 
State want down-to-earth, plain-speaking 
Members representing them, and that is 
exactly what John Sununu is. 

And like me, he married well. [Laughter] 
And like me, he picked a pretty good pair 
of parents.parents It’s good to see the old 
Governor behind stage. He’s still looking 
pretty spry for an old fellow. [Laughter] 
Don’t tell him I said that. [Laughter] 

I’m also honored to be here in strong 
support of the next United States Congress-
man from the First District, Jeb Bradley. 
Jeb is going to do a fine job. I look forward 
to working with him. I’m going to talk 
about some of the issues we need to work 
on. I don’t need to be worrying about the 
votes from the First District up there in 
Washington. I need a steady hand who rep-
resents the way the people of this State 
think, and that’s going to be Jeb Bradley. 

And in order to make sure the stage 
looked pretty, we invited the Congressman 
from the Second District here—[laugh-
ter]—Charlie Bass. I actually meant Lisa 
Bass. [Laughter] It’s good to be up here 
with Kitty and Lisa and all the patient 
women supporting these candidates for of-
fice and standing by them. It’s tough for 
a family to run for office. I understand 
that. But it requires good, strong women, 
in these guys’ cases, to carry them through, 
and they married well. I’m real proud of 
them. I appreciate their hard work, just 
like I’m proud of the next first lady for 
New Hampshire—the next first lady from 
New Hampshire, Denise Benson. 

I’ve known Craig for a while, and you’re 
about to pick a good one to be your Gov-
ernor, somebody who understands job cre-
ation, somebody who’s going to bring integ-
rity to the office, and somebody who isn’t 
going to overburden you with a bunch of 
taxes, and that’s Governor Craig Benson. 

And finally, I’ve got to mention my old 
buddy the senior Senator. That would be 
your Judd Gregg. He and Kathy are great 
friends of Laura and mine. We really like 
to be around them. He is a great United 
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States Senator. And when we take over the 
Senate, we will be calling Judd Gregg ‘‘Mr. 
Chairman.’’ 

Electing John Sununu will help us 
change the leadership in the Senate. The 
people of New Hampshire who haven’t 
made up their mind yet must understand 
the practicalities involved in this election. 
There’s something very practical about hav-
ing Judd Gregg become the chairman of 
the Health and Education and Labor and 
Pension Committee. It doesn’t matter 
whether you’re a Republican or Democrat 
or independent; it’s in your interest. It’s 
in your personal interest, and it’s in your 
State interest that you have one of your 
own be the chairman of one of the most 
vital committees in the United States Sen-
ate. And the election of John Sununu could 
easily elevate Judd Gregg to that position. 

Audience member. [Inaudible]—no war 
for oil—— 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. What did he say? 
Audience members. We want Bush! We 

want Bush! We want Bush! 
The President. What did the guy say? 
We’ve got a lot of hurdles that we’ve 

got to cross here in America. But there’s 
no question in my mind we can cross them. 
That’s what I want to talk to you about. 
Part of it depends on who you elect to 
the Senate; part of it elects upon the will 
and desire of the American people. 

One of the biggest hurdles we’ve got is 
to make sure people can find work. Any-
body looking for a job can’t find a job 
means we’ve got a problem in America. 
We want people to be able to put food 
on the table. We want somebody who 
wants to provide, to be able to do so. And 
yet our economy is bumping along. 

I’m optimistic about our economy be-
cause, one, I understand this country is one 
of the finest countries on the face of the 
Earth. We’ve got great productivity 
amongst our workers. Interest rates are low. 
Inflation is low. The foundation for growth 
is great. 

But so long as anybody is trying to find 
work and can’t find it, we better have peo-
ple in the Congress willing to work with 
the administration to increase the job base. 
One of the most important things we can 
do to increase the job base is to stimulate 
small-business growth. And one way to do 
so is to let people keep more of their own 
money. 

This is a—taxes are a cutting-edge issue 
in this campaign. You see, it reflects the 
difference of philosophy. If you understand 
if people have more money in their pocket 
that they’re going to demand a good or 
a service. And when they demand a good 
or a service, somebody’s likely to produce 
the good or a service. And when somebody 
produces the good or a service, somebody 
is more likely to find work. 

The tax relief plan that John Sununu 
joined me on was not only good for people 
in New Hampshire, the citizens of New 
Hampshire, it’s good for the small business 
and entrepreneurs of New Hampshire, be-
cause most small businesses pay taxes at 
the individual income tax rates. The tax 
cut we passed came at the exact right time 
for America. 

Over the next 10 years, those tax cuts 
will mean $6.9 billion for the people of 
New Hampshire. That’s $6.9 billion for you 
to decide what to do with your money. 
You hear these people saying, ‘‘Well, we 
better revisit the Tax Code—tax cuts.’’ Lis-
ten carefully for those words. That’s Wash-
ington, DC-speak for, ‘‘We’re fixing to go 
back into your pocket.’’ That’s what that 
means. 

If you’re interested in job creation, like 
I am and John is, if you’re interested in 
making sure people can find work, send 
somebody to Washington who will join me 
in making the tax cuts permanent. 

We need to get us a terrorism insurance 
bill moving out of the Congress. We had 
these—these attackers hurt us in many 
ways. They hurt our economy. And one 
way they hurt the economy—there’s a lot 
of big construction projects which aren’t 
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going forward. That’s because people can’t 
get insurance for terrorism. It means a lot 
of hardhats aren’t finding work. Millions 
of—thousands of people; millions of dollars 
and thousands of people—millions of dol-
lars aren’t being invested, and thousands 
of people aren’t working. 

And so therefore, Congress needs to get 
this bill out, to my desk. I know I can 
count on John’s support. He’ll support a 
bill that I want and that you should want, 
that makes sure it rewards the hardhats 
of America, not the trial lawyers of Amer-
ica. 

No, we’ve been through some tough 
times in our economy, and we’ve still got 
a ways to go. Remember, we came out 
of a recession, and the enemy hit us. And 
it hurt our economy when they hit us, make 
no mistake about it. And we’re recovering 
from that. 

Then we had another little problem— 
not a little problem; it’s a big problem. 
We had some of our citizens think that 
they could fudge the numbers; some of our 
citizens forgot their responsibilities when it 
comes to running a corporation. They for-
got they were responsible to employees and 
to shareholders. They forgot their duty as 
Americans. And I want to thank John 
Sununu for supporting one of the most far-
reaching corporate reform bills since Frank-
lin Roosevelt was the President. Our mes-
sage, loud and clear, to the corporate 
wrongdoers is: There isn’t any easy money 
in America; there’s only jail time when we 
catch you fudging the books. No, we’ve got 
to work together to get this economy roll-
ing. There’s no question in my mind, he’s 
the right person to send up to Washington 
to work with the administration to help the 
economy grow so people can find work. 

He’s also the right man to send over 
there to work on vital matters, such as edu-
cation and health care. Medicare is stuck 
in the past. Medicare—medicine has 
changed; Medicare hasn’t. Medicine is be-
coming more modern through technologies 
and new discoveries. Medicare is stuck. It’s 

not changing. Send John Sununu to the 
Senate so we can modernize Medicare, 
which means a prescription drug benefit 
for our seniors. 

I also want to thank John and, of course, 
Judd and Charlie for working on the edu-
cation bill, which was a great education bill 
because it challenges the soft bigotry of 
low expectations. It raises the bar. It says 
we in America believe every child can 
learn. Inherent in that bill is a strong belief 
in local control of schools. We trust your 
future Governor and the people of New 
Hampshire to chart the path to excellence 
for every child in New Hampshire. We 
have sent $150 million of Federal money 
to the schools this year in New Hampshire. 
But in return for that money, for the first 
time, we expect results. And I appreciate 
John Sununu’s advocacy of this important 
piece of legislation. 

I also know that when he becomes the 
Senator, I can count on him to make sure 
that our judiciary is full of judges who 
aren’t there to write the law, but to strictly 
interpret the United States Constitution. 

There will be a lot of issues which we 
can work together on for the good of New 
Hampshire and the good of America but 
no more important issue than making sure 
our homeland is secure, that protecting the 
people of this country—that’s our most sol-
emn duty now. And the reason why it’s 
ongoing is because there’s still an enemy 
that lurches around, which hates America. 
They hate America because of what we 
love. We love freedom, and we’re not 
changing. 

It’s important to be clear-eyed about the 
threats we face, and we face a threat. We 
must see the world, and you must have 
people in Washington who see the world 
not the way we hope it would be but the 
way it is. We’re now on notice that America 
is a battleground. And therefore, we’ve got 
to do everything we can to protect you. 
And a lot of good people are doing just 
that, a lot of people at the Federal level, 
the State level, and the local level running 

1959 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00808 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.017 193761

Nov. 1 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

down any hint, any lead. Anytime some-
body is thinking about something to do to 
America and we figure it out, we’re going 
to move on them. We’re going to absolutely 
do everything we can within the United 
States Constitution to protect the homeland 
of the American people. 

I felt we could do a better job of pro-
tecting the homeland by moving a lot of 
these agencies involved with your protec-
tion into one Cabinet office. So I went 
to Congress and said, ‘‘Would you join me 
in creating a Department of Homeland Se-
curity so that we can set as the number 
one priority for these agencies the protec-
tion of the homeland and, if need be, 
change cultures within agencies so that we 
can protect you.’’ 

And that’s what I asked them to do. I 
asked them quite a while ago. And the 
House of Representatives sanctioned the 
votes of Bass and Sununu, joined with the 
administration, and passed a really good 
bill. But it’s stuck in the Senate. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. It’s stuck in the Senate 

because some Senators, not Senator Gregg 
and future Senator Sununu but some Sen-
ators want to extract a price from this 
President that’s way too high. See, they 
want me to give up an important authority 
that every President since John Kennedy 
has had. And that’s the authority to suspend 
collective bargaining rules in certain cases 
for the sake of national security. 

See, I need that capacity to be able to 
respond to the threats we face. I need the 
ability to suspend some rules if the rules 
inhibit our capacity to protect you. Under 
the vision of some in the Senate, I would 
have that authority for the Agriculture De-
partment, but not for the Homeland Secu-
rity Department. We are at war. The Presi-
dent—this President and future Presidents 
must have the ability to put the right peo-
ple at the right place at the right time 
to protect America. And there’s no doubt 
in my mind that soon-to-be-Senator 
Sununu supports me on this issue. 

We’ll do everything we can to protect 
you here at home, but the best way to 
protect our youngsters, the best way to de-
fend our freedoms, is to find these killers 
no matter where they hide and bring them 
to justice. And that’s exactly what America 
is going to do. 

We passed a good defense bill. It’s the 
largest increase in defense spending since 
Ronald Reagan was the President. That bill 
should send two message. One is, anytime 
we put our troops into harm’s way, they 
deserve the best pay, the best training, and 
the best possible equipment. 

And two, we’re sending a clear message 
to friend and foe alike that we’re in this 
deal for the long haul, that when it comes 
to the defense of our freedom, it doesn’t 
matter how long it takes. When it comes 
to making sure we fulfill our obligations 
as a generation for future generations of 
Americans, there’s no calendar on my desk 
that says by such-and-such a date we’re 
pulling in. No. See, I don’t know what got 
in the enemy’s mind. They must have 
thought our national religion was mate-
rialism, that we were so selfish, so self-
absorbed, so interested only in ourselves 
that after 9/11/2001, oh, we might have 
filed a lawsuit or two. They don’t know 
America like you and I know America. 
When it comes to the defense of our free-
dom, it doesn’t matter how long it takes 
and how much it costs. 

And we’re making progress. Slowly but 
surely, we’re hauling them in. And we’ve 
got people still helping us. See, the doc-
trine that says, ‘‘Either you’re with us or 
with the enemy’’—that still stands. I remind 
people of it all the time, because I under-
stand the task ahead. In the old days, we 
destroyed tanks, airplanes, ships, and we 
made progress. These people don’t have 
tanks. They don’t have ships. They hide 
in caves. They send suiciders out. They’re 
willing to send youngsters out, and they, 
themselves, hide. That’s the kind of people 
we face. 
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And so, therefore, we’ve got to be on 
them, got to get them on the run and keep 
them on the run. And we’re making 
progress. We’ve hauled in about 2,000 or 
more. And that’s good. And like number 
met their fate a different way—like number 
aren’t around. Slowly but surely, we’re dis-
mantling this terrorist network, thanks to 
one of the greatest militaries ever, the 
United States military. 

It’s going to take a while. It’s going to 
take a while to make America safe. It’s 
going to take a while to do everything we 
can to fulfill our responsibilities and protect 
you. The American people understand that; 
they understand it’s a new kind of war. 
They also understand there’s a new reality 
we face, and that’s important. The new re-
ality is, oceans no longer protect us. After 
September the 11th, 2001, every threat that 
might be emerging overseas we need to 
take seriously. In the old days we could 
sit back and say, ‘‘Well, there’s something 
emerging over there, and these oceans pro-
tect us, and we’re safe, and we can decide 
whether or not we want to be involved 
in that theater. We can decide if we really 
think it’s in our national interest, because 
our people aren’t threatened.’’ 

We have a new day here in America. 
It’s a sobering reality. It’s one that—you 
better make sure your elected officials are 
clear-eyed about the threats that we face. 
And we face a threat in the form of Sad-
dam Hussein in Iraq. Saddam Hussein is 
a man who has told the world he wouldn’t 
have weapons of mass destruction, and yet 
he deceived the world. He’s got them. 

Not only does he have them—remember, 
this is a guy who was a short while away 
from having a nuclear weapon. Then they 
dismantled it. Then he started deceiving 
the world again, and no telling how close 
he is to having one now. We know he’s 
got chemical weapons, probably has biologi-
cal weapons. 

But more significantly, we know he uses 
them. He uses them not only on his neigh-
bors; he uses them on his own people. 

That’s the nature of this man. We know 
he’s got ties with Al Qaida. A nightmare 
scenario, of course, is that he becomes the 
arsenal for a terrorist network, where they 
could attack America, and he’d leave no 
fingerprints behind. He is a problem. 

I went to the United Nations a while 
ago because I wanted to remind them that 
they have a duty, it seems like to me, to 
bring the free nations together and call the 
man to account. After all, they passed reso-
lution after resolution after resolution, 16 
times that he’s defied. 

See, we want the United Nations to be 
successful. I believe it’s in our interests that 
freedom-loving countries come together 
and help defeat the new threats of the 21st 
century. It’s in our national interest they 
do so. It’s in their interest they do so. 

So I went there and said, ‘‘Show us 
whether or not you can achieve what you’re 
supposed to do. Show us whether or not 
you’ve got the backbone necessary to hold 
the man to account in the name of peace. 
Show us whether or not you’re going to 
be the United Nations or the League of 
Nations.’’ 

And my message to Saddam Hussein is 
just as clear: You said you would not have 
weapons of mass destruction. In the name 
of peace, get rid of your weapons of mass 
destruction. But my message to America, 
and it’s supported by Republicans and 
Democrats alike: If the United Nations will 
not act, if Saddam Hussein will not disarm, 
in the name of peace and in the name 
of freedom, the United States of America 
will lead a coalition to disarm him. 

Out of the evil done to America is going 
to come some good. I believe that. I be-
lieve that because of the nature of our 
country. I believe that because of the 
American spirit. I know that we can achieve 
peace. I want you to assure your children 
that amongst all the talk that we can 
achieve a peaceful world. I believe it. If 
we remain strong and tough and deter-
mined, speak our mind clearly about good 
and evil, remember that freedom is not 
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an American blessing, it’s God-given for ev-
erybody who lives in the world, if we re-
member that, we can achieve peace. 

We can achieve peace here at home. We 
can achieve peace in the Middle East. We 
have a chance to lead the world to peace. 
I can—I see clearly a peaceful world. And 
I see a more compassionate tomorrow here 
at home. Out of the evil done to America, 
we can have a better America. 

You’ve got to remember, amongst our 
plenty are people who hurt, people who 
are lonely, people who are depressed, peo-
ple who are addicted, people who say, 
‘‘American Dream? What are you talking 
about? I don’t know what you’re talking 
about.’’ 

So long as any of us hurt, we all hurt, 
as far as I’m concerned. I’ve mentioned 
and told you that John and I will work 
together to do what Government can do. 
But what Government can’t do is put love 
in people’s hearts or a sense of purpose 
in people’s lives. That’s done when our fel-
low Americans put their arm around some-
body who hurts and says, ‘‘I love you. What 
can I do to help you? How can I make 
your life better? How can I do my part 
of being American?’’ 

I met a guy out there at the airport 
today, Zack Dietrich, a 23-year-old fellow 
here in New Hampshire. He’s a member 
of AmeriCorps. He’s a guy who’s working 
to help people find work by helping them 
with job training. He’s a man who’s helping 
save lives by helping people have dignity 
in their lives when it comes to work. He 
has decided, at the age of 23, to help a 
neighbor in need. He’s decided to be a 
part of the army of compassion. He knows 
what I know, that through the great heart 
of America, we can change our country one 
soul, one person at a time. 

And that’s what’s happening. American 
spirit is more than just being a patriot. The 
American spirit is more than just being 
strong militarily so we can keep the peace 
and promote freedom. The American spirit 
understands that being a patriot in this 
country means serving something greater 
than yourself. And that spirit is alive and 
well today. 

It was certainly alive and well on Flight 
93. People flying across our country real-
ized that their plane was going to be used 
as a weapon. They said goodbye. They said, 
‘‘I love you.’’ They said a prayer, and ordi-
nary citizens took the plane into the ground 
to serve something greater than themselves 
in life. They represented the absolute best 
of America. 

The American spirit is strong and alive 
today, which allows me to boldly predict 
that out of the evil done to America is 
going to come a more peaceful world. And 
out of the evil done to America is going 
to come a more hopeful tomorrow for ev-
erybody who lives in this country, because 
this is the finest country, full of the most 
decent, honorable, caring people on the 
face of the Earth. 

Thank you for coming today. May God 
bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:25 p.m. at 
Pease International Tradeport Airport. In his 
remarks, he referred to Congressman John 
E. Sununu’s parents, former Gov. John H. 
Sununu of New Hampshire and his wife, 
Nancy; Kitty Sununu, wife of Congressman 
Sununu; Lisa Bass, wife of Congressman 
Charles F. Bass; gubernatorial candidate 
Craig Benson and his wife, Denise Benson; 
Kathleen Gregg, wife of Senator Judd Gregg; 
and President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 
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Remarks in Louisville, Kentucky 
November 1, 2002 

The President. Thank you all. Thank you 
all very much for coming tonight. I’m here 
to talk about the American spirit, and I’m 
here to remind the good folks of this part 
of the State of Kentucky that if you’re in-
terested in good Government, if you’re in-
terested in sending somebody to Congress 
who will represent all the people of the 
district, if you want somebody who can do 
the job, send Anne Northup back to the 
United States Congress. 

I love traveling America because it gives 
me a chance to see firsthand and to feel 
the fact that the American spirit is alive 
and well. That’s the spirit that says, no mat-
ter what the cost, we’ll defend our free-
dom. It’s the spirit—the American spirit 
says to me that we’ll serve something great-
er than ourselves here in this country. The 
American spirit means that we love free-
dom. And if you love freedom, you have 
a duty to participate in the democratic 
process. 

I’m here to urge all the people of the 
great State of Kentucky to vote, Repub-
lican, Democrat, people who don’t care 
about any kind of political party. You need 
to do your duty. But when you get in that 
poll, I’ve got a suggestion for you: Anne 
Northup is the right choice. 

wasn’t Anne’s first choice tonight. 
[Laughter] She wanted Laura. I saw on 
TV that Laura was campaigning with Eliza-
beth Dole. She got the long straw; you 
got the short straw. But she sends her love. 
She sends her best. She’s as strong for 
Anne as I am. 

I want to tell you how proud I am of 
Laura. When I married her, she was a pub-
lic school librarian. [Applause] I didn’t real-
ize there were so many public school librar-
ians here in Louisville. 

Audience member. [Inaudible] 
The President. That’s good. When I said, 

‘‘Would you marry me,’’ her state of mind 

was this: She didn’t like politics, and she 
didn’t care for politicians. [Laughter] And 
now she’s doing a fabulous job as our First 
Lady. 

I appreciate Anne’s family. I appreciate 
Woody and all of their kids. Heck, if they 
just get the kids to vote, it would be a 
landslide. [Laughter] 

I’m proud to be up here as well with 
a fine Kentucky couple, starting with a 
United States Senator who has done a fabu-
lous job for the people of Kentucky, and 
that’s Mitch McConnell. Like me, he mar-
ried well—so well I put Elaine in the Cabi-
net. [Laughter] She’s doing a really good 
job on behalf of the American people. I’m 
proud of Elaine. 

I’m also honored to be up here with 
another great Senator from Kentucky, Jim 
Bunning. We need to make sure Mitch 
goes back to the Senate. We need him 
there for a lot of reasons. Some of the 
reasons I’ll talk about later, but one of the 
key reasons why Senators McConnell and 
Bunning are important to our future is be-
cause they know what I know: We’ve got 
a problem on our Federal judiciary. There’s 
too many vacancies. And there’s too many 
vacancies because the current leadership in 
the Senate has done a lousy job on letting 
my people have a fair hearing when I 
nominate them. They don’t like the kind 
of judges I nominate. I put good, honest, 
honorable people who understand their job 
is to interpret the Constitution, not use the 
bench from which to legislate. We don’t 
need any more legislators. We need good, 
honorable judges on the bench. 

I appreciate so very much Ernie Fletch-
er. Congressman Ernie Fletcher is with us 
today—he’s one of the fine Members of 
the United States Congress—and Ron 
Lewis of the United States Congress, from 
Kentucky as well. These are two solid 
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Members, Members with whom I can work 
for the good of everybody. 

Also on the stage today we’ve got Geoff 
Davis, who’s a candidate for the United 
States Congress. And if you’re living in 
Geoff’s district, give him your vote and give 
him your word. And Mike Sodrel is here. 
[Applause] Sounds like old Mike’s got 
something going. We want both these good 
men in the Congress. We’ve got a lot to 
do to work together. 

I’m here to thank the grassroots activists 
as well. I want to thank you for what you 
have done. I want to thank you for what 
you’re fixing to do over the next couple 
of days. You need to go to your coffee 
shops and your houses of worship and your 
community centers and tell the people they 
need to go and vote, and tell the people 
that we’ve got some fine candidates. Tell 
the people that Anne Northup is as good 
as it gets in the United States Congress. 
Urge them to vote, and don’t be afraid 
to talk about good, discerning Democrats— 
to talk to good, discerning Democrats and 
wise independents. These people want good 
Government as well, just like we do. And 
the best person to represent good Govern-
ment is Anne Northup. 

I know Anne well. I know her well. I 
respect her a lot. I value her advice. I 
appreciate the way she works hard in 
Washington to change the tone of politics. 
People who know Anne well know what 
I’m about to say. She’s got a big heart. 
She cares for those who suffer. She doesn’t 
need a poll or a focus group to tell her 
what to think. She bases her decisions on 
a deep-seated philosophy. She’s decency; 
she’s great. She needs to be back in the 
Congress. She’s an effective person. She 
can get things done. 

She secured funding for the Ohio River 
bridges project. She worked hard to make 
sure transportation was effective in this part 
of the world. She worked closely with me 
on making sure that we could get a Faith-
Based Initiative out of the United States 
Congress. Anne feels passionately about 

that because, as a Congresswoman, she has 
reached across the community divides to 
bring people together. She knows what I 
know, that there are people who hurt and 
people who suffer. And one of the ways 
to heal the broken heart is to unleash the 
great faith and compassion of the American 
people. 

I’ve worked closely with Anne on issues 
like adoption. She and Woody are adoptive 
parents, which in my view is one of the 
greatest expressions of love. No, Anne 
Northup can get things done. She cares 
deeply about the citizens of this district. 
And she knows that we’ve got some hurdles 
to cross here in America, and I look for-
ward to having her in Congress to work 
on—working to cross those hurdles. 

One of the biggest problems we’ve got 
is our economy. It’s just bumping along. 
It’s not going like it should. There are too 
many people in America who want to work 
and cannot find a job. And so long as some-
body is looking for work, that means we’ve 
got a problem. And I need people in the 
United States Congress who will join me 
in job creation. 

But we understand the role of Govern-
ment. It is not to create wealth; it’s to 
create an environment in which the entre-
preneurial spirit can flourish. It is to create 
an environment in which the small business 
can grow to be a big business. Anne and 
I understand that 70 percent of new jobs 
are created by small-business owners. 

If you’re worried about job creation like 
we are, then you must put forth policy that 
encourages small-business growth. Most 
small businesses pay taxes at the individual 
income tax level. Most small businesses are 
sole proprietorships or limited partnerships. 
So when you open up your tax forms and 
see the individual rates, you’ve got to think 
of the fact that most small businesses pay 
those rates. And therefore, the tax relief 
plan that we passed was the best antidote 
to a slowing economy. 

If you’re interested in creating jobs, you 
let small businesses as well as consumers 
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keep more of their own money. You see, 
when people have more money in their 
pocket, they’re more likely to demand a 
good or a service. And in the marketplace, 
when they demand a good or a service, 
somebody is likely to produce the good or 
a service. And when somebody produces 
the good or a service, somebody is more 
likely to find work. The tax relief we plan 
came at—passed came at the right time, 
and we need people in the United States 
Congress to make the tax cuts permanent. 

I look forward to working with Anne and 
other Members of the Congress and work-
ing with Mitch to see if we can’t get us 
a terrorism insurance bill, to get construc-
tion programs started, projects started, and 
get the hardhats working. We want our 
good hardhats in America building those 
buildings and building those projects which 
are stalled because people can’t find insur-
ance because of the terrorist attacks. But 
we’d better get us a bill that rewards the 
hardhats, not the trial lawyers here in 
America. 

And we’re going to work together to in-
crease jobs so people can find work. I’m 
optimistic about our future when it comes 
to the economy. We’ve got—interest rates 
are low; inflation is low; productivity is 
high. We’re the best workers, best farmers, 
best ranchers, best entrepreneurs in the 
world. There’s a lot going right, but we 
are not going to rest until people can find 
a job. 

And we’re not going to rest until every 
child gets educated in this country, either. 
I worked closely with Anne. Anne Northup 
was a solid backer, strong advocate of the 
no child should be left behind legislation. 
To give you a sense of her perspective, 
let me tell you what that bill says. It says 
every child can learn in America. Every-
body can learn. And therefore, we must 
set high standards. 

If you have low expectations and low 
standards, you’re going to get lousy results. 
Anne understands that we must challenge 

what I call the soft bigotry of low expecta-
tions, must raise the bar. 

But at the same time, we’ve got to trust 
the people of Kentucky to chart the path 
for excellence for every child in Kentucky. 
We believe in local control of schools. 
Thanks to Anne’s hard work and Mitch’s 
and Jim’s hard work and other Members 
of Congress’ hard work, the great State of 
Kentucky is going to receive $650 million 
in Federal monies for schools this year. 
Those monies will be used to help dis-
advantaged children. Those monies will be 
applied to make sure every child can learn. 

But for the first time in our history, 
we’ve asked the question, is the money 
being well spent? Show us whether or not 
the children can read and write and add 
and subtract. If you believe every child can 
learn, then it makes sense to ask that ques-
tion. Are we teaching our children? And 
if we are, we’ll praise the teachers. But 
if we find children trapped in schools which 
will not teach and will not change, we will 
demand something different, because no 
child should be left behind in the State 
of Kentucky. 

I look forward to working with Anne to 
make sure our medical system works, to 
make sure that health care is available and 
affordable. We’ve got too many lawsuits 
here in America today, too many frivolous 
and junk lawsuits that are running up the 
cost of medicine and making it harder for 
our docs to practice medicine. We need 
medical liability reform, once and for all, 
so that medicine is affordable for the Amer-
ican consumers. 

I look forward to working with Anne and 
the other Members of Congress up here 
to fulfill our promises to our seniors. We’re 
going to make sure Social Security system 
works. And we’re also going to make sure 
Medicare fulfills its promise. Medicine has 
changed; Medicare hasn’t. Medicine is 
modern because of technologies and inno-
vation. Medicare is stuck in the past. I’m 
going to work with Anne to make sure 
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Medicare is modern, and that means pre-
scription drug benefits for our seniors. 

No, there’s a lot we can do to work to-
gether on behalf of all of the citizens of 
Kentucky and all of the citizens of America. 
But the biggest challenge we have, our 
most important responsibility, is to protect 
the homeland from further attack. That’s 
our biggest job, because there’s still an 
enemy out there that lurks, an enemy out 
there which hates America because of what 
we love. We love freedom. We love the 
fact that people can worship freely in 
America. We worship the fact that we have 
free elections. We love the fact that we 
have a free press. We love everything about 
freedom, and we’re not going to change. 

And it’s our fervent love of freedom, and 
the fact that we’re not going to change, 
which really irritates the enemy. See, they 
don’t like us. And there’s something else 
that differentiates us between them, and 
that is, we value life. Everybody counts. 
Everybody is precious. Every life matters. 
And these people are nothing but a bunch 
of coldblooded killers who have hijacked 
a great religion and could care less about 
taking innocent life. 

We’ve been warned. We’ve been warned. 
And now our most important job is to pro-
tect you. And there’s a lot of good people 
doing this. We’ve got people at the Federal 
level and at the State level and the local 
level doing everything they can to disrupt 
and deny the enemy. I’m telling you, any-
time we get any whisper, any hint, any idea 
that somebody is thinking about doing 
something to America, we’re acting. We’re 
going to do everything in our power to 
prevent the enemy from hitting us again. 

And that’s why I went to the United 
States Congress and asked them to join 
with me in the creation of a Department 
of Homeland Security. There’s over 100 
agencies in Washington involved with pro-
tecting you. It seemed like, to me, it made 
sense to put them under one Department 
so that we could set clear priority, so that 
if need be, we could change cultures so 

that our Government was functioning in 
concert to do everything we could to pro-
tect the homeland. 

And the House of Representatives passed 
a good bill, and I’m honored that Anne 
and the other Members of the Congress 
supported that good bill. But it’s stuck in 
the Senate. It couldn’t get out of the Sen-
ate, because the Senate wanted to take 
powers away from the President of the 
United States. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. And here’s what they 

wanted to do. For 40 years, since John 
Kennedy was the President, Presidents 
have had the capacity, the ability to sus-
pend collective bargaining rules in the 
name of national security. In other words, 
if there were certain rules which prevented 
the homeland security council department 
from doing its job, I couldn’t suspend those 
rules. If the Senate had its way—not Sen-
ator McConnell or Senator Bunning but 
other Senators—if they had their way, I 
would have the capacity, the right to sus-
pend certain rules at the Department of 
Agriculture but not at the Department of 
Homeland Security. I would have the flexi-
bility necessary to do everything I could 
for the sake of national security at Agri-
culture, but not to protect you through the 
Department of Homeland Security. 

I need the capacity to be able to move 
the right people at the right time to the 
right place to protect the American people. 
Mitch McConnell understands that, and so 
does Jim Bunning, and so does Anne 
Northup. They understand that. 

They also understand what I’m about to 
tell you, that the best way to secure Amer-
ica, the best way to protect you, is to chase 
the killers down, one at a time, and bring 
them to justice. It’s not an easy task. It’s 
not an easy task, because this is a different 
kind of army that we face, a different kind 
of enemy. In the old days—I see some 
guys who were probably involved with 
World War II or the Korean war. In the 
old days, if you knocked out a couple of 
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tanks or knocked some airplanes out of the 
air or sunk a ship, you’d be able to deter-
mine whether or not you were making 
progress against the enemy. Those were the 
old days. Today, we’re facing coldblooded 
killers who hide in caves and send young-
sters to their suicidal deaths, and there is 
no cave deep enough for America. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. It’s important to see the 
world the way it is, not to see the way 
that we hope it is. It’s important to be 
cold-eyed realists about the threats we face. 

And we’re making progress on this war 
against terror. We’ve hauled in over a cou-
ple thousand of them, and a couple thou-
sand weren’t quite as lucky. Slowly but 
surely, we’re protecting the American peo-
ple and defending our freedom by disman-
tling the terrorist network that came and 
unmercifully murdered American citizens. 
And so long as I’m the President of the 
United States, we’re going to continue to 
hunt them down. We owe that to our chil-
dren. We owe that to our children’s chil-
dren. History has called us into action, and 
this great Nation is going to stay steady 
and resolute and determined. 

I asked the Congress to pass the largest 
increase in defense spending since Ronald 
Reagan was President. And they did, and 
I want to thank the Members up here who 
voted with us on that bill. I did so for 
two reasons, two important reasons. One, 
anytime we send our troops into harm’s 
way, they deserve the best pay, the best 
training, and the best possible equipment. 
And secondly, we just sent a signal to the 
world, to friend and foe alike, we’re in this 
deal for the long haul. It doesn’t matter 
how long it takes. It doesn’t matter how 
long it costs. The United States of America 
will go after those terrorists and bring them 
to justice. 

No, it’s important to be open-eyed about 
the threats we face. After all, oceans no 
longer protect us. See, that’s what’s impor-
tant for Americans to understand, that after 

September the 11th, the stakes changed. 
See, prior to September the 11th, we used 
to think that, if there was a conflict or 
a threat somewhere else in the world, we 
could pick and choose whether or not we 
wanted to deal with it, because oceans pro-
tected us. The homeland was secure by 
geography. 

We learned a tough lesson on September 
the 11th, which means that, as we see 
threats, we must be prepared to deal with 
them. And I see a significant threat to the 
security of the United States in Iraq. 

Saddam Hussein is a man who told the 
world he would not have weapons of mass 
destruction, but he does. He not only has 
them; he’s used them. He has used them 
against his neighbors, and incredibly 
enough, he’s used them against his own 
people. This is a man who was close to 
having a nuclear weapon a decade ago. No 
telling how close he is now. 

I viewed him as a threat, not only to 
the American people, because he could be-
come an arsenal to one of these shadow 
terrorist networks. He could use them as 
surrogates and not leave any fingerprints 
behind. 

No, he’s a threat. He’s not only a threat 
to us. He’s a threat to our close friends 
in the Middle East. Saddam Hussein is a 
man who has defied the United Nations 
not once, not twice, not 3 times, but 16 
times they passed resolutions. So I went 
to that august body, and I said, ‘‘The time 
has come for you to show the world wheth-
er or not you’ve got the capacity to keep 
the peace, to defend freedom. The time 
has come for you to show whether or not 
your resolutions mean anything.’’ 

And I sent the same message to Saddam 
Hussein. ‘‘You said you would disarm. Dis-
arm. For the sake of peace, disarm.’’ 

I took the debate to the United States 
Congress and, thanks to the Members on 
this stage and many others, the United 
States now speaks with one voice. And here 
it is: Either the United Nations will do 
its job, either the United Nations will show 
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it is not the League of Nations, but a body 
with the capacity to keep the peace, and 
Saddam Hussein will disarm, or for the 
sake of peace, for the sake of freedom, 
the United States will lead a mighty coali-
tion to disarm Saddam Hussein. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. I can’t imagine what was 
going through the mind of the enemy when 
they hit us. They must have thought the 
national religion of the United States was 
materialism, that we were so selfish, so self-
absorbed, so shallow, that after September 
the 11th, 2001, we’d take a step back and 
maybe file a lawsuit or two. [Laughter] 
That’s probably what they thought. But 
they found out they are dealing with a dif-
ferent bunch, that we love our freedom, 
that we care deeply about our future, that 
we love peace. 

The evil done to America has given this 
great nation to show the world that out 
of evil can come great good. I believe this. 
I believe that if we stay the course, if we’re 
strong, if we fight terror, if we lead a coali-
tion of freedom-loving countries, we can 
achieve peace. 

I believe we can achieve peace if we 
remember that freedom is not bestowed 
on the world by the United States, but 
freedom is God-given for everybody. I be-
lieve that if we’re strong and resolute, with 
a clear vision, that we see reality the way 
it is, that we can achieve peace not only 
for America, but because we value all life— 
everybody is precious—that we can achieve 
peace in parts of the world who have quit 
on peace. I believe we can achieve peace 
in the Middle East. I believe we can 
achieve peace in South Asia. 

No, out of the evil done to America is 
going to come some incredible good, not 
only abroad but incredible good here at 
home. See, I believe that the evildoers 
renew the American spirit, that sense of 
serving something greater than yourself in 
life. Government can help. We’ll work— 
Members of Congress will work with the 

administration to pass laws that will help 
people help themselves and improve lives. 
But you’ve got to remember that while 
Government can pass out money, it can’t 
put hope in people’s hearts. It can’t put 
a sense of purpose in people’s lives. 

And at the same time, we’ve got to re-
member, amongst all the plenty here in 
America, there are people who hurt. 
There’s loneliness and addiction and de-
spair. And so long as any of us hurts, we 
all hurt. And the best way to solve many 
of the seemingly intractable problems here 
in America is for a fellow American to put 
their arm around somebody who’s lonely, 
and somebody who suffers, and say, ‘‘I love 
you. What can I do to help you?’’ 

No, the true strength of America lies in 
the hearts and the souls of our fellow citi-
zens. All across this country there are fine 
and decent people who are helping Amer-
ica change, one heart, one conscience, one 
soul at a time. And it’s happening. 

They woke the great compassion of 
America when they attacked us. Perhaps 
the spirit is best reflected in small ways 
and large ways—small ways like Ray 
Probus, who I met. He was at the airport 
today. He works with the Jefferson County 
police department’s Volunteers in Police 
Service program. That’s one way people can 
help. I’m sure there’s mentors here. I know 
there are people who worry about feeding 
the hungry, who worry about the homeless 
and do something about it. I know there’s 
people involved in Boy Scouts and Girl 
Scout troops that are sending values to our 
children. I know there are people involved 
in schools here to make sure every child 
can learn. All of us can help make America 
a hopeful place. 

Perhaps the biggest lesson of all of what 
I’m talking about, that great spirit of Amer-
ica, took place on Flight 93 that fateful 
day. We had people flying across the coun-
try. They heard the plane they were on 
was going to be used as a weapon to kill 
Americans. They said goodbye to their 
loved ones. They said a prayer. One guy 
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said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ And they took the plane 
into the ground to serve something greater 
than themselves. To me, that epitomized 
the greatest of the American spirit, which 
is alive and well in America. 

No, the enemy hit us—the enemy hit 
us. They didn’t know who they were hit-
ting. Out of the evil done to America is 
going to come peace. And out of the evil 
done to America is going to come a more 
hopeful tomorrow. I predict this. I know 
it’s going to happen, because America is 
the greatest nation, full of the finest, most 
compassionate people on the face of the 
Earth. 

Remarks in Blountville, Tennessee 
November 2, 2002 

Thank you all. Thanks for coming. I’m 
honored to be here in East Tennessee. I’ve 
got a fond spot in my heart for Tennessee, 
if you know what I mean. I’ve got a good 
feeling about the people in this State, and 
I want to thank you for coming this morn-
ing. I’m—your Congressman, Bill Jenkins, 
is doing a fine job, by the way. He said, 
‘‘You know, it’s time to quit sermonizing, 
and it’s time to pass the plate.’’ [Laughter] 
I think what he meant was, it’s close to 
voting time, and it’s time for you all to 
go out and vote for the next Governor of 
Tennessee, Van Hilleary. 

See, we have a duty in this country to 
support our freedoms. And one of the ways 
we support freedom is to vote. We have 
an obligation as American citizens to vote. 
So as we’re approaching election day, I’m 
traveling the country, reminding Repub-
licans and Democrats and people who don’t 
give a hoot about politics to do their duty 
and go to the polls. But I’ve got some 
suggestions once they get in the box. 
[Laughter] 

For the good of Tennessee, for the good 
of the taxpayers of Tennessee, for the good 

Thank you all for coming. May God 
bless. May God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:51 p.m. at 
the Kentucky International Convention Cen-
ter. In his remarks, he referred to Represent-
ative Anne Northup and her husband, Robert 
Wood ‘‘Woody’’ Northup; senatorial can-
didate Elizabeth Dole of North Carolina; 
Geoff Davis, candidate for Kentucky’s 
Fourth Congressional District; Mike Sodrel, 
candidate for Indiana’s Ninth Congressional 
District; and President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq. 

of the schoolchildren in Tennessee, vote 
Van Hilleary as your Governor. And for 
the sake of making sure the United States 
Senate and its important seat stays in the 
hands of a good, honest, capable Senator, 
vote for Lamar Alexander. 

I appreciate Meredith Hilleary working 
so hard with her husband. She’s going to 
be a great first lady on behalf of the people 
of Tennessee. I’m pretty good about under-
standing great First Ladies. The American 
people are beginning to see why I asked 
Laura to marry me. She’s calm and steady 
under fire. She’s got great, great vision 
about making sure every child gets edu-
cated. She’s got a wonderful heart. A lot 
of people are wondering why she said yes. 
[Laughter] But she sends her best to the 
Hillearys and the Alexanders and the good 
people of Tennessee. She’s doing a fabu-
lous job as our First Lady, and I’m really 
proud of her. 

I’m proud to be up here with two fine 
United States Senators. First, we’re going 
to miss Fred Thompson. He’s been a good 
friend, solid Senator. But we’re not going 
to miss him nearly half enough when—half 
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as much when Lamar Alexander takes his 
place. I know you join me in sending our 
best to Fred and expressing our deep ap-
preciation for his great service to the coun-
try. 

And you sent another good one up there, 
too, and that’s Frist. He’s a good man, a 
good, solid citizen. Both of these men are 
allies. Both of them are doing a great job 
for all the people of Tennessee. Bill Jenkins 
is doing a great job for this congressional 
district, too. He’s a reliable voice who cares 
deeply about the people of East Tennessee. 
You ought to be proud of his service to 
you as well. 

I want to thank all the grassroots activists 
who are here. I want to thank you for what 
you have done, and I want to thank you 
for what you’re going to do, what you’re 
going to do for candidates such as Janice 
Bowling, who’s going to get elected in the 
congressional district right next door to 
here. I appreciate Janice. She’s a strong 
voice. She’s a solid soul. She’ll make a great 
Congresswoman. 

I also want to thank my friend Darrell 
Waltrip. There he is. [Laughter] I’ve known 
him for quite a while. He’s looking young-
er, and I’m looking older. [Laughter] He’s 
asking me whether or not he can drive 
the Presidential limousine. [Laughter] No. 
[Laughter] He’s a good, solid man. One 
of the reasons Hilleary is going to win is 
because he’s going to win the NASCAR 
vote. 

I also appreciate Law and Grace and the 
Singing Sheriffs group for being here. I’m 
sorry I didn’t get here in time to hear you. 
Just leave your CD at the door. [Laughter] 

But I really want to thank you all and 
remind you that not only do you have a 
duty to vote, but if you care about the 
quality of government in Nashville and in 
Washington, turn out to vote. Go to your 
houses of worship. Go to your coffee shops. 
When you get there Monday morning, in-
stead of sitting around worrying about the 
weather, worry about who the next Gov-
ernor is going to be. Worry about who the 

next Senator is going to be. Talk it up 
with people who may not pay attention to 
the politics as much as we do. And don’t 
be afraid to talk up the story of Lamar 
and Van to Democrats. There’s some dis-
cerning Democrats out there. They want 
good government, just like we do. They 
don’t want higher taxes, just like we do. 
Find those independents that are open-
minded and convince them that when 
you’ve got good ones, like Van and Lamar, 
we have a duty in America to support these 
good people. 

We’re going to win this election, come 
Tuesday, because of good, hard-working 
folks such as yourself, and I’m here to 
thank you for what you’re going to do. 

No, there’s some reasons—you know, old 
Van, he’s not what we call a show horse; 
he’s a work horse. He can get the job done. 
He’s a plain-spoken fellow. The good thing 
about him is, he doesn’t need a poll or 
a focus group to tell him what to think. 
He’s well grounded in East Tennessee. He 
has those values of faith and family, the 
kind of man you can count on. He’s not 
going to be swayed by the special interests. 
He’s going to do what he thinks is right 
for all the people of Tennessee. And that’s 
important. 

We share a vision about the children of 
Tennessee too. It says that every child can 
learn. You’ve got to have you a Governor 
who believes every child can learn, some-
body who’s willing to set high standards 
and high expectations, somebody who is 
willing to challenge the soft bigotry of low 
expectations. See, when you have you a 
Governor who believes in not setting high 
standards, you’re going to get lousy results. 
Van Hilleary worked with me and Members 
of the United States Congress to make sure 
that the Federal bill we passed did two 
things—provided plenty of money for Ten-
nessee. There’s $760 million in Federal 
education money coming your way, thanks 
to the hard work of your Senators and Van 
Hilleary. 
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But that bill that he worked on said two 
other things: One, we trust the people of 
Tennessee to chart the path for excellence 
for every child. We believe in local control 
of schools, and that’s the way he’ll be as 
your Governor. And secondly, in return for 
the money spent, we expect results, don’t 
we. You see, we believe every child can 
learn. Therefore, we expect every child to 
learn. And therefore, we’re going to use 
accountability to make sure your money is 
being spent wisely. We use accountability 
to praise those schools that are meeting 
expectations, so we can thank our teachers. 
We will use accountability, though, to make 
sure that no child, not one single child, 
gets trapped in a school which will not 
teach and will not change. Van Hilleary 
will work with us to make sure no child 
is left behind in the State of Tennessee. 

Our economy is bumping along. It’s not 
doing as well as it should. After all, we’re 
coming out of a recession; then the enemy 
hit us. That created a problem which we’re 
overcoming. Then we had another problem: 
Some of our citizens thought they could 
fudge the numbers, thought it’s okay, if 
they’re in positions of responsibility, to not 
tell the truth. I want to thank the Senators; 
I want to thank Van Hilleary; I want to 
thank Bill Jenkins for joining me to pass 
the most comprehensive corporate reform 
law since Franklin Roosevelt was the Presi-
dent. See, our message today—my message 
today is: Those who aren’t responsible to 
shareholder and employee—no easy money 
in America, just hard time. 

I want to thank these Members for un-
derstanding that confidence in our economy 
depends upon us holding people to account 
if they’re not honest with the people. That’s 
the kind of leadership you need in Nash-
ville, and that’s the kind of leadership 
you’ve got in Washington. 

But we need to do more work on our 
economy. We need to understand, if some-
body is looking for work and they can’t 
find a job, we’ve got a problem. Anybody 
is looking for work and wants to put food 

on the table, and they can’t find work, we 
need to make sure we’ve got people in 
the Federal office and the State office who 
understand job creation. The role of Gov-
ernment is not to create wealth. The role 
of Government is to create an environment 
in which the small-business person can 
grow to be a big-business person. 

That’s why it’s important you have some-
body in Nashville who understands the role 
of the small-business owner. Seventy per-
cent of new jobs in America are created 
by small businesses, the entrepreneurs. And 
you better get you somebody as the Gov-
ernor who understands that, who under-
stands policy ought to be to encourage the 
growth of small business. And one way to 
do that is to let small-business owners and 
taxpayers keep more of your own money. 

That tax relief bill we passed is going 
to give Tennessee people $27 billion over 
the next 10 years. That’s your money to 
begin with, by the way. That’s not the Gov-
ernment’s money. It’s your money. And 
when you’ve got it in your pocket, you’re 
going to demand a good or a service. If 
you demand a good or a service, somebody 
is going to produce that good or a service. 
And when somebody produces that good 
or a service, somebody is more likely to 
find work. 

You see, if you listen to that other bunch, 
they’re going to say we need to revisit the 
tax relief. That’s Washington, DC, code for, 
‘‘We’re going to get back in your pocket.’’ 
[Laughter] Tax relief was good for our 
economy. It’s going to be good for our 
economy. It’s going to be good for the 
working people, and we need to make tax 
relief permanent. 

No, I look forward to working with Van 
to do a lot of things to help Tennessee— 
make sure that welfare system works. Part 
of the welfare reform that worked and 
something that needs to go forward is to 
have a Governor work with the Congress 
to help people find work. See, when you 
work, you find dignity. If you want to help 
people get off welfare, if you want to help 
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them help themselves, you help them have 
the skills necessary to work. Work needs 
to be the central core of any good welfare 
policy. 

And Van Hilleary understands that. No, 
when you put Van Hilleary in office, you’re 
going to be putting a good man in office, 
a man who’s going to work hard to rep-
resent all the people of Tennessee, a man 
who will make you proud as Governor, a 
man with whom I can work, and a man 
who will represent that office, that high 
office, with class and dignity. I’m here to 
urge the good people of East Tennessee 
to turn out to vote next Tuesday and put 
Van Hilleary in as Governor of the great 
State. 

And I need Lamar up there in Wash-
ington too, and so do you. He’s got a great 
record for Tennessee. People know that he 
is what we call a class act. When given 
the responsibilities, he handled his business 
well. More importantly, he cares deeply 
about the all the citizens of this State. 
Lamar is going to make a great United 
States Senator. And there’s a lot of things 
we can work together on, whether it be 
education—of course, he’s an expert on 
that subject—or whether it would be mak-
ing sure our economy grows. I know we’ll 
have a strong ally, and the people will have 
a strong ally in Lamar Alexander. 

Oh, there’s some things we need to work 
on, like making sure the health care system 
works. We need his vote up there to make 
sure that you’ve got affordable and acces-
sible health care. We need his vote up 
there to make sure the Medicare system 
works. There are too many lawsuits these 
days which are driving up the cost of medi-
cine and driving doctors out of the practice 
of medicine. We want the system to work. 
We want our people to have access to the 
courts, of course, but these frivolous and 
junk lawsuits are running these docs out 
of business, running up your price of medi-
cine. We need to have medical liability re-
form at the Federal level, and Lamar 
Alexander will vote that way. 

And we’ve got to make sure Medicare 
works. Medicine is becoming modern. 
Technology is changing medicine. New dis-
coveries have changed medicine. But Medi-
care isn’t modern. It’s stuck in the past. 
Just ask our seniors. We need Lamar 
Alexander in the United States Senate to 
work to modernize Medicare, which means 
prescription drug benefits for our senior 
citizens. 

And I need him up there, along with 
Senator Frist, to make sure that our judici-
ary works properly. We can’t get our judges 
through the United States Senate. There 
is a vacancy problem in our Federal courts. 
Too many of our benches have got vacan-
cies, which means you can’t get access to 
the courts. They’re playing politics with the 
judges in Washington, DC. They don’t like 
the fact that I’m naming good, honorable, 
decent people who will not use the bench 
from which to legislate but from which to 
interpret the United States Constitution. 

No, there’s a lot of issues we can work 
on to make America better for everybody. 
The biggest issue we’ll work together on 
is to secure our homeland, prevent the 
American people from coming under attack 
again by a bunch of coldblooded killers. 
These people hate us because of what we 
love. And we love freedom, and we’re not 
going to change. 

I asked Congress to join me in a creation 
of a Department of Homeland Security. I 
did so because I want all the agencies in-
volved with protecting you to be under— 
to have as their priority protection of the 
American people, and if need be, change 
cultures so people get it in their head that 
there’s still an enemy out there which lurks 
around, so we can coordinate better. The 
House of Representatives, thanks to Van 
and Jenkins, supported me on a good bill. 
The bill is stuck in the Senate. This bill 
is stuck in the Senate, in spite of the good 
efforts of Fred Thompson and Bill Frist. 
And the reason it is was because the Senate 
wants me to give up a power that Presi-
dents since John Kennedy has had, which 
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is the capacity to suspend certain work 
rules, certain collective bargaining rules, in 
the name of national security. 

I won’t accept a lousy bill out of the 
Senate. I need a bill to put the right people 
at the right place at the right time to pro-
tect the American people. Under some 
Senators’ vision, I would have the capacity 
to make national security decisions in Agri-
culture Department but not in the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. That don’t 
make any sense to me, and I know it 
doesn’t make any sense to you. We need 
Lamar Alexander, and we need to change 
the United States Senate. 

But the best way to secure the homeland 
is to chase the killers down, one at a time, 
and bring them to justice, what America 
is going to do. We’ve got them on the 
run, and we’re going to keep them on the 
run. And one of the reasons we’ve got them 
on the run is, we’ve got a fantastic military. 

I signed a good defense bill, thanks to 
the Senators and thanks to Van and Bill 
Jenkins, a good defense bill that pays our 
people, equips our people, and trains our 
people the way you want them. We’ve got 
to get them the best pay, the best training, 
and the best possible equipment. We owe 
that to the loved ones. We owe that to 
our troops. But we’re also sending a clear 
signal to friend and foe that we’re in this 
deal for the long haul. We love freedom. 
It doesn’t matter how long it takes to de-
fend America and to protect our freedoms; 
we’re going after them, one at a time. 

And we’re making progress. Sometimes 
you’ll read about it, and sometimes you 
won’t. Sometimes you’ll see the fact that 
somebody got hauled in, and sometimes it’s 
just not going to make it on to your radar 
screen. But make no mistake about it, 
there’s no cave deep enough, no corner 
of the world dark enough to prevent the 
long arm of justice from the United States 
to reach them around the world. 

And the reason I feel so strong about 
it is that I recognize we’re living in a dif-
ferent world today than we were last—prior 

to September the 11th. It’s a different 
world because no longer can we be content 
with the fact that two oceans protect us 
from danger. It used to be that we don’t 
have to worry about some potential threat 
overseas because oceans protected us. It 
used to be we could pick or choose wheth-
er or not we wanted to be involved. But 
at home we were confident we were okay 
because of oceans, because of our geog-
raphy. And that changed on that fateful 
day. Therefore, it’s very important for you 
to elect people to office who are clear-
eyed realists, people who see the world the 
way it is, not the way we would hope it 
to be. 

And that’s the reason why I started the 
debate in our Congress and amongst the 
American people, in fact, in the world com-
munity, about the threat to America and 
threat to our friends and allies from Mr. 
Saddam Hussein. He’s a dangerous man. 
He told the world he wouldn’t have weap-
ons of mass destruction—11 years ago he 
said that. He’s got them. We found out 
a while ago that he was close to having 
a nuclear weapon. We dismantled that 
when he used to let inspectors in. We don’t 
know where he stands today, but we know 
what’s in his mind. We know the implica-
tions of him having a nuclear weapon. 

We know that this is a man who has 
chemical weapons, and we know he’s used 
them. See, he’s used them. He hasn’t stock-
piled them. He’s used them in his neigh-
borhood, and he’s used them on his own 
people. We know he can’t stand America. 
We know he can’t stand some of our closest 
friends. We know that he has had contacts 
with terrorist networks like Al Qaida. And 
we know, clearly, that one of the dangers 
we face is him serving as a training ground 
and an arsenal for one of these shadowy 
terrorist networks, which could come home, 
could come home here. And so he’s a dan-
ger. 

I went to the United Nations because 
I want that body to be effective to help 
us keep the peace. I said to the United 
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Nations, ‘‘This man has defied you 16 
times. How long is it going to take for 
you to show some backbone so we can 
work together to keep the peace? You have 
a choice to be the United Nations, which 
is an effective body to keep the peace, or 
the League of Nations. That’s your choice 
to make.’’ 

And Saddam Hussein has a choice. He 
can disarm like he said. He can get rid 
of his weapons of mass destruction. But 
if the United Nations won’t act and if Sad-
dam Hussein won’t disarm, this country, 
in the name of peace and in the name 
of freedom, will lead a coalition to disarm 
Saddam Hussein. 

I say that as a man who longs for peace. 
I say that as a man who knows the stakes. 
I say that as a man who’s not going to 
forget September the 11th, 2001, or the 
attack on a French vessel recently or the 
attack in Bali, Indonesia. I say this as a 
man who is briefed on a daily basis about 
the threats we face in America. I say this 
as a man who is absolutely confident that 
out of the evil done to America can come 
some good, because I understand the na-
ture of this country. I believe if we remain 
the course and stay strong and diligent and 
focused and remember that freedom is not 
America’s gift to the world, it is God’s gift 
to the world, that we can achieve peace, 
that we can have a peaceful world. 

I believe out of the evil done to America, 
we can achieve peace if we’re strong and 
diligent and focused, not only here at home 
but—because we value each life; everybody 
counts—in parts of the world which have 
quit on peace. I believe peace is possible 
if we’re tough and strong in the Middle 
East. I believe peace is possible in South 
Asia. And I know at home, out of the evil 
done to America can come a more compas-
sionate and better country. 

See, Government can help, and we will. 
We’ll all work on laws to make things bet-
ter. But what Government cannot do is put 
love in people’s hearts or a sense of pur-
pose in people’s lives. And amongst our 

plenty we’ve got to remember there are 
some who hurt, some who are lonely, some 
who are addicted, some who are wondering 
whether the American Dream is meant for 
them. I’m optimistic that out of the evil 
done to this country can come a better 
day where everybody understands the great 
promise of this country, because I know 
the strength of America, and the strength 
of America is in the hearts and souls of 
our fellow citizens. If you want to fight 
evil, if you want to be a patriot, love a 
neighbor just like you’d like to be loved 
yourselves. 

Today I met Kathy Henderson. She’s an 
active volunteer at Central Heights Ele-
mentary School. She decided she wanted 
to be part of the army of compassion; she 
wanted to make a difference in somebody’s 
life. So she’s helping young children learn 
to read. There’s all kinds of ways where 
we can change America for the better, 
whether it be Boy Scouts or Girl Scouts 
or Boys and Girls Clubs or mentoring like 
Kathy. She asked me to say she needs vol-
unteers, by the way, on the Read Along 
With Me program. You can do it by just 
telling somebody you love them, a shut-
in, that you love them. You can help feed 
the hungry; you can house the homeless. 
There’s all kinds of ways we can help. 

No, the enemy had no idea who they 
were hitting. Oh, they probably thought 
we’d file a lawsuit or two. [Laughter] They 
didn’t realize America like we know. The 
spirit of America is alive and well. It’s the 
spirit which says, when it comes to the 
defense of our country, we’ll be plenty 
tough. But the spirit also says that a patriot 
is somebody who is willing to serve some-
thing greater than themselves. A patriot is 
willing to help somebody who hurts. 

No, I boldly predict to you that out of 
the evil done to America is going to come 
a more peaceful world. And out of the evil 
done to America will become a more hope-
ful America, because this is the greatest 
country, full of the finest people on the 
face of the Earth. 
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Thank you for coming today. May God 
bless, and God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. at 
the Tri-Cities Regional TN/VA Airport. In his 
remarks, he referred to gubernatorial can-

The President’s Radio Address 
November 2, 2002 

Good morning. The Federal courts play 
a central role in American justice, pro-
tecting the innocent, punishing the guilty, 
and upholding the rule of law. Yet, our 
Federal courts today are in crisis. The judi-
cial confirmation process does not work as 
it should. Nominees are too often mis-
treated. Votes are delayed. Hearings are de-
nied, and dozens of Federal judgeships sit 
empty, endangering the quality of justice 
in America. 

Since coming into office, I have sent to 
the Senate 32 nominees for the Federal 
courts of appeals. These nominees are men 
and women with experience, intelligence, 
character, and bipartisan home-State sup-
port. They represent the mainstream of 
American law and American values. Yet the 
Senate has confirmed only 14 of these 32 
nominees. As of this week, 15 of my ap-
peals court nominees will have been forced 
to wait over a year for a hearing, which 
is more than under the previous 9 Presi-
dents combined. 

There is no good reason why any nomi-
nee should endure a year, a year and a 
half, or more without the courtesy of an 
up-or-down floor vote. Whatever the expla-
nation, we clearly have a poisoned atmos-
phere in which well-qualified nominees are 
neither voted up nor voted down; they’re 
just left in limbo. If this situation persists 
and judicial vacancies go unfulfilled, the 
Federal courts will be unable to act in a 
timely manner to enforce the criminal laws, 

didate Van Hilleary and his wife, Meredith; 
senatorial candidate Lamar Alexander and 
his wife, Honey; Janice Bowling, candidate 
for Tennessee’s Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict; NASCAR driver Darrell Waltrip; and 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

the environmental laws, and the civil right 
laws that affect the lives of every American. 

The judicial crisis is the result of a bro-
ken system, and we have a duty to repair 
it. I want to work with the Senate to fash-
ion a new approach to filling Federal court 
vacancies, a bipartisan approach that would 
apply now and in the future. This week, 
I have offered four proposals to break the 
logjam in Washington and bring the Fed-
eral courts to full strength. 

First, I call on Federal judges to notify 
the President of their intention to retire 
at least a year in advance, whenever pos-
sible. Because the nomination and con-
firmation of a Federal judge is a lengthy 
process, judges who retire without advance 
notice can unintentionally create a judicial 
vacancy for many months. 

Second, I propose that Presidents submit 
a nomination to the Senate within 180 days 
of receiving notice of a Federal court va-
cancy or intended retirement. This will con-
tinue but speed up the process of obtaining 
recommendations and evaluations from 
home-State Senators and others, while leav-
ing ample time for Presidents to choose 
nominees of the highest quality. 

Third, I called on the Senate Judiciary 
Committee to commit to holding a hearing 
within 90 days of receiving a nomination. 
A firm deadline is the best way to ensure 
that judicial nominees are promptly consid-
ered. And 90 days is more than enough 
time for the committee to conduct nec-
essary research before holding a hearing, 
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as Democrat Senators have recognized in 
the past. 

Finally, I called on the full Senate to 
commit to an up-or-down floor vote on 
each nominee no later than 180 days after 
the nomination is submitted. This is a very 
generous period of time that will allow all 
Senators to evaluate nominees and have 
their votes counted. 

My proposals are fair to all parties and 
would apply regardless of who is President 
or which party controls the Senate. 

The current state of affairs is not merely 
another round of political wrangling. It is 
a disturbing failure to meet a responsibility 
under the Constitution, and it is harming 

Remarks in Atlanta, Georgia 
November 2, 2002 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thank you all. Glad I came. So you’re 
probably wondering what Sonny—I mean, 
what Saxby said. He said, ‘‘Keep it short. 
The Bulldogs are playing.’’ 

Really what he was saying is, ‘‘It’s time 
to quit the sermons and start passing the 
plate.’’ That means it’s time to turn out 
the vote. I’m here in the great State of 
Georgia because I want all the citizens of 
this State to understand that we have a 
responsibility, as Americans in a land of 
freedom, to vote. See, we have a responsi-
bility. If you believe in democracy, if you 
love freedom, then you have a responsi-
bility to go to the polls next Tuesday. And 
I’m not talking about just a handful of 
Georgia citizens; I mean everybody. Repub-
licans and Democrats and people who 
could care less about political parties need 
to do their duty. 

But when you get inside that box, I’ve 
got some suggestions: For the good of 
Georgia and for the good of the country, 
Saxby Chambliss needs to be the U.S. Sen-
ator. For the good of the 11th, Phil 

the administration of justice in America. 
Our country deserves better. The process 
can work better, and we can make it better. 
The Constitution has given us a shared 
duty, and we must meet that duty together. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:52 p.m. 
on November 1 at the Seelbach Hilton Hotel 
in Louisville, KY, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. 
on November 2. The transcript was made 
available by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on November 1 but was embargoed for re-
lease until the broadcast. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address. 

Gingrey needs to be the U.S. Congressman. 
And for the good of the schoolchildren of 
Georgia and the taxpayers of Georgia, 
Sonny Perdue ought to be the next Gov-
ernor. 

I appreciate Sonny. I appreciate him 
being straightforward, down to earth, tells 
it like it is. That’s why he’s going to be 
a fine Governor. I appreciate the fact that 
he set education as a priority. That’s why 
he’s going to be a fine Governor. I appre-
ciate the fact that he has actually met a 
payroll before. [Laughter] That’s why he’s 
going to be a fine Governor. 

No, I appreciate Sonny being here. And 
I appreciate the members of the mighty 
Georgia congressional delegation for being 
here as well, Mac Collins and Johnny 
Isakson and John Linder and Bob Barr. 
I appreciate their friendship, and I appre-
ciate their service to our country. 

I want to thank all the candidates who 
are here. I want to thank the grassroots 
activists who have come. And I want to 
thank you for accepting the fact that you 
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drew the short straw today. Laura is in 
another State. [Laughter] 

Audience members. [Inaudible] 
The President. I understand. Yes, she was 

here yesterday; he’s right. You got stuck 
with me. But I can’t tell you how proud 
I am of her. She is a big backer of Saxby 
and Sonny, everybody else running here in 
Georgia. She understands good govern-
ment. How you get good government is, 
you put good people in place. She sends 
her best. She sends her love. And I’m tell-
ing you, she’s doing a great job as the First 
Lady of America. 

I want to thank the grassroots activists 
who have worked so hard in the past for 
what you’re about to do. Today and tomor-
row and Monday and Tuesday, you need 
to do everything you can to turn out the 
vote. You need to go to your coffee shops 
and tell people they’ve got to vote and talk 
up these good candidates. You need to go 
to your houses of worship, remind people 
they have an obligation to vote. 

And don’t be afraid of taking this mes-
sage to discerning Democrats. They want 
good government. They want the best can-
didates. And when they hear of the stories 
of these three candidates up there, they’re 
going to support them. And don’t be afraid 
of taking your message to independents. 
Take the message, work hard, turn out the 
vote, and when you do, we’ll realize victory 
on November the 5th. 

And there are reasons why—and there 
are important reasons why these good can-
didates need to win. We’ve got some hur-
dles to cross here in America. We’ve got 
some big challenges ahead of us. One of 
the biggest challenges we have is the fact 
that our economy is just kind of bumping 
along. It’s not as strong as it should be. 
There are people looking for work, and 
they can’t find a job, which means we’ve 
got a problem. People want to put food 
on the table, and they’re unable to find 
work, which means we’ve got to have peo-
ple in the Senate and in the United States 
Congress who understand the role of Gov-

ernment is not to create wealth but to cre-
ate an environment in which the small busi-
ness can grow to be a big business. 

Here’s the page of the textbook we read 
from—the economics textbook, that is. We 
strongly believe that if you let a person 
keep more of their own money, they’re 
likely to demand a good or a service. And 
when they demand a good or a service, 
somebody is likely to produce the good or 
a service. And when somebody produces 
that good or a service, somebody in Geor-
gia and around America is more likely to 
find work. The best way to make sure peo-
ple can find work is to let people keep 
more of their own money. And the best 
way to do that is to make the tax cuts 
permanent. 

The thing I like about Saxby and about 
Phil is, they understand up in Washington 
we’re not spending the Government’s 
money. We’re not giving you back the Gov-
ernment’s money. It’s the people’s money. 

No, there are some things we can do 
to work together to make the job base in-
crease. We need to have us a terrorism 
insurance bill. That bill says that terrorists 
attack; we understand; we need the Gov-
ernment to underwrite insurance so that 
big construction projects can get going for-
ward, so our hardhats can get back to work, 
so those hard-working Americans all across 
the country are able to put food on the 
table. I look forward to working with them 
and the Congress to get a good bill out, 
one by the way that rewards the hardhats 
and not America’s trial lawyers. 

So long as this economy is bumping 
along and so long as people can’t find work, 
you’ve just got to know we’re going to be 
doing everything we can to create jobs. And 
I need people up in the United States Con-
gress who will work with me to do just 
that. And the two best people to do just 
that is Saxby Chambliss for the Senate and 
Phil Gingrey for the United States House 
of Representatives. 

We need people up there—we can work 
together to make sure our education system 
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is strong. I want to thank Saxby for his 
strong support, unwavering support for an 
education bill which is going to really help 
the schoolchildren of the State of Georgia. 
He, along with the other Members up here 
on the stage, worked with me to get $1.2 
billion of Federal money for the schools 
of Georgia. That’s a good sum of money 
for the people of Georgia. 

But for the first time, we’ve got a new 
frame of mind when it comes to children, 
a frame of mind which shows that Saxby 
is an optimistic person about our future. 
See, it says, every child can learn. That’s 
what we believe. Every child can learn. We 
believe in high standards and high expecta-
tions. We believe strongly in challenging 
what I call the soft bigotry of low expecta-
tions. We understand if you lower the bar, 
you’re going to get lousy results. 

In that bill we also understand that the 
people who care more about the children 
in Georgia are Georgian citizens, not bu-
reaucrats in Washington, DC, so we passed 
power out of Washington. We believe in 
local control of schools. 

But also in this bill, we finally started 
asking the question, when we spend that 
$1.2 billion here, are we getting our mon-
ey’s worth? If you believe every child can 
learn, then you want to know if every child 
is learning. If you believe every child can 
read, then you want to know. And that’s 
why, for the first time in our Nation’s his-
tory, we’re seeing a return for this money: 
‘‘Why don’t you show us. Show us whether 
or not the children are learning to read 
and write and add and subtract.’’ And when 
we see they are, I promise you, we’ll praise 
the teachers. And for those of you who 
are teachers out there, thank you for being 
involved in such a noble, important profes-
sion. 

But it’s also important to understand that 
if things aren’t working, when we find chil-
dren trapped in schools which won’t teach 
and won’t change, it’s important to have 
people elected who are willing to challenge 
the status quo. No child, not one single 

child, should be left behind in the State 
of Georgia. I appreciate Saxby’s strong sup-
port for the education bill and his clear 
vision for how to improve education for 
every child, not just a few but for every 
single child who lives in the great State 
of Georgia. 

I also look forward to working with Saxby 
and Phil on the health issue. We’ve got 
a problem in health. One of the problems 
is, there’s too many junk lawsuits, too many 
frivolous lawsuits which make it hard for 
people to have access to the courts. If 
you’ve got junk lawsuits clogging up the 
courts, you can’t get access to the courts. 
But as importantly, these frivolous lawsuits 
are running up the cost of medicine, and 
they’re driving doctors out of the practice 
of medicine, which makes it harder for peo-
ple to be able to find a professional help 
they need. For the sake of good health 
care, for the sake of affordable and acces-
sible health care, we need medical liability 
reform at the Federal level. 

And we need a Medicare system which 
works. Medicine is modern; it’s evolving. 
Technology is changing medicine. New dis-
coveries are changing medicine. But Medi-
care is not changing. It’s stuck in the past. 
For the sake of fulfilling our promises to 
our seniors, we need a Medicare system 
which is modernized, and that means pre-
scription drugs for every senior in America. 
And Saxby Chambliss and Phil Gingrey will 
help me deliver that promise to the seniors. 

There’s one other—a lot of issues that 
are going to be important, and I need an 
ally there in the Senate. Saxby is an ally. 
Make no mistake about it, in this race, if 
you’re interested in sending an ally to the 
President, that ally is Saxby Chambliss. It 
doesn’t matter what they’re putting on the 
TV screens. I know the definition of ‘‘ally.’’ 

I need an ally in the Senate on judges. 
We’ve got a problem with our Federal 
judges. The Senate has done a lousy job 
in confirming my judges. They have done 
such a lousy job that there are too many 
vacancies around the country. Vacancies on 
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the Federal benches mean people are de-
nied justice, and that’s not right. Part of 
the problem is, there’s just too much bick-
ering, too much ugly politics. Part of the 
problem is, they don’t like the nature of 
the people I’m nominating. See, the kind 
of people I’ve put up there are honest, 
honorable people, who will not use the 
bench from which to legislate but will use 
the bench from which to strictly interpret 
the Constitution. If the people of Georgia 
are interested in a sound judiciary, they 
need to send Saxby Chambliss to the 
United States Senate. 

There’s a lot of issues we’ll work on to-
gether, but no bigger issue than protecting 
the American people from attack. That’s 
still an issue because there’s still an enemy 
lurking around which hates America, and 
they hate us for what we love. We love 
freedom, and we’re not changing. We love 
the fact that people can worship an al-
mighty God freely in America. We love 
every aspect about freedom. And as long 
as we hold freedom dear, there’s an enemy 
lurking around out there which will try to 
cause further harm on the American peo-
ple. That’s just the way it is. That’s the 
clear reality we face. 

So we have an awesome responsibility 
to do everything we can to protect you. 
You need to know there’s a lot of really 
good people at the Federal, State, and local 
level working hard to protect you, running 
down every hint, every idea. Anytime we 
get a whisper that somebody is thinking 
about doing something or talking about 
doing something to the American people, 
we’re moving on it; we’re disrupting; we’re 
denying. We understand the stakes. 

But we can do a better job of protecting 
the American people. We can do a better 
job by creating a Department of Homeland 
Security, one which needs to be set up 
correctly so that it can function properly 
on behalf of the American people. As I 
was beginning to set up the Department 
of Homeland Security, I knew one person 
I could turn to for good advice, somebody 

whose judgment I could trust, somebody 
from the State of Georgia who has a good 
vision, somebody who was put in a position 
as the chairman of the House Sub-
committee on Terrorism and Homeland Se-
curity, and that person I turned to advice 
was Saxby Chambliss. 

And we got a good bill out of the House 
of Representatives, but they can’t get it out 
of the Senate. It’s stuck in the Senate. Here 
we are with a threat to the United States 
people, and we can’t get us a homeland 
security bill. And the reason why is, some 
in the Senate wanted to extract too high 
a price from this President and future 
Presidents. They asked me to give up a 
power Presidents have had for 40 years, 
since John Kennedy was the President, and 
that is the ability to suspend collective bar-
gaining rules in any Department in the 
Federal Government when national security 
is at stake. 

In other words, I need to be able to 
suspend rules that prevents us from doing 
everything in our power to protect you. If 
some of the Senators had their way, these 
rules would apply to the Department of 
Agriculture but not to the Homeland Secu-
rity Department. These rules would be 
okay for a Department that deals with 
farmers but not with a Department dealing 
with your national security. I need to have 
the ability to put the right people at the 
right place at the right time to protect the 
American people, and Saxby Chambliss un-
derstands that. 

I sure would like to have a Senator 
Chambliss. I wouldn’t have to be worried 
about his vote. I wouldn’t have to be wor-
ried about him being captured by special 
interests in Washington, DC. The only in-
terest he has in mind is the interest I have 
in mind, which is the protection of the 
American people. 

And the best way to protect the Amer-
ican people is to chase these killers down, 
one at a time, and bring them to justice, 
which is what we’re going to do. Therapy 
isn’t going to work on them. [Laughter] 
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I asked the Congress to join me in pass-
ing the largest increase in defense spending 
since Ronald Reagan was the President, 
and they did. And it sends two messages, 
two messages I want to share with you 
today. One, anytime we put our troops into 
harm’s way, they deserve the best pay, the 
best training, and the best possible equip-
ment. And secondly, we’re in this deal for 
the long haul. That increase in defense 
spending should say to friend and foe alike, 
there’s no quit in the American people. 
When it comes to the defense of our free-
dom, there’s no artificial time; there’s no 
calendar on my desk that says, well, time’s 
up. Time isn’t up until the United States 
is secure and we have done our duty to 
future generations of Americans by defeat-
ing the agents of terror. 

This is a different kind of war. In the 
old days you used to say, ‘‘Well, you de-
stroyed so many tanks or airplanes. We’re 
making progress.’’ That’s not the way this 
war is conducted. They don’t have tanks. 
They’ve got caves, and they’ve got suiciders. 
And they’re willing to send youngsters to 
their suicidal death. These people hijacked 
a great religion to murder in the name 
of that religion. 

So we’ve just got to hunt them down. 
There’s no cave dark enough, deep enough. 
There’s no corner of the world shady 
enough for the long arm of justice of the 
United States and our friends and allies. 
You’ve got to understand, the doctrine 
which says, ‘‘Either you’re with us or with 
the enemy,’’ it still stands. Slowly but sure-
ly, we’re dismantling them. We’ve got them 
on the run, and we’re going to keep them 
on the run. 

This is a different kind of world we live 
in. September the 11th, 2001, changed the 
stakes, and it’s important for all of us in 
America to understand that. It’s important 
for us to see the world the way it is, not 
the way we hope it would be. It used to 
be that oceans could protect us from 
threats, that two vast oceans could protect 
the American people from a threat which 

was gathering abroad. And we really had 
the luxury, if you think about it, for picking 
and choosing if we were to be involved 
or not. September 11th changed that. All 
of a sudden, the battlefield is here at home. 
And therefore, we must deal with each 
threat seriously. We must see threats as 
they are. 

And that’s why I brought up the cause 
to Congress and the American people and 
the international community to fully debate 
the issue of Saddam Hussein. He’s a threat 
to America. He’s a threat to our close 
friends and allies. He’s a man who has said 
he wouldn’t have weapons of mass destruc-
tion, but he’s got them. He’s a man who 
at one time, we know for certain, was close 
to having a nuclear weapon. We don’t know 
how close he is today, because he shut 
down his country. You know, not only does 
he have weapons of mass destruction, but 
incredibly enough, he has used weapons of 
mass destruction. And he’s used weapons 
of mass destruction not only against people 
in his neighborhood, but he’s used them 
against his own people. 

He hates America. He can’t stand what 
we stand for. He’s had connections with 
shadowy terrorist networks like Al Qaida. 
He would like nothing more than to use 
an Al Qaida-type network, if not Al Qaida 
itself, to be the advanced army to utilize 
his training and his arsenal of weapons of 
mass destruction on his most hated enemy, 
the American people. 

Therefore, I felt it was important for us 
to understand the nature of the threat, to 
realize the changing circumstances of the 
American vulnerability requires us to be 
steadfast and strong when it comes to deal-
ing with potential threats to the American 
people. It’s my most important job. 

I went to the United Nations because 
I wanted to make it clear to the United 
Nations that, one, we want them to suc-
ceed; we want them to be an effective orga-
nization in helping us keep the peace; we 
want them to have backbone. We want 
them to have the capacity to say to 
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somebody who 16 times has defied resolu-
tion after resolution after resolution, 
‘‘Enough is enough.’’ 

The message to that august body is: Be 
effective; be the United Nations, not the 
League of Nations. The Congress spoke 
with one voice, and here’s what we said 
to the world: If the United Nations does 
not have the backbone to disarm Saddam 
Hussein like they said he should do, and 
if Saddam Hussein will not disarm like he 
said he would, for the sake of peace, for 
the sake of freedom, for the sake of a se-
cure future, the United States will lead a 
coalition to disarm Saddam Hussein. 

We have an obligation, all of us elected 
to office have an obligation to protect the 
American people. But you know what I be-
lieve? I believe out of the evil done to 
America is going to come some great good, 
because we’re a great country. I can’t imag-
ine what was going through the minds of 
the enemy when they hit us. They probably 
assumed that materialism was the national 
religion, that we were so materialistic, that 
we were self-absorbed and selfish that after 
the attacks America would take a step back 
and maybe file a lawsuit or two. [Laughter] 

They don’t understand the country like 
we do. I believe that by being steadfast 
and strong, by remembering that this Na-
tion never conquers but we liberate, by re-
membering that example of Afghanistan 
when our troops went in to liberate peo-
ple—that young girls for the first time went 
to school, thanks to the United States and 
our friends and allies—by being diligent in 
our pursuit of terror, the pursuit of the 
terrorists, and remembering that freedom 
is not an American gift to the world, it 
is God-given, holding those values dear, 
that we can achieve peace, that we can 
achieve peace not only for America and 
Americans, but we can achieve peace in 
parts of the world which have quit on 
peace. 

No, I believe out of the evil done to 
America is going to come a peaceful world. 
And I know out of the evil done here at 

home can come a better world for all 
Americans. Anytime anybody hurts, we all 
hurt. And we’ve got to remember, amongst 
the plenty, there are pockets of despair and 
loneliness. Some communities, you say 
‘‘American Dream,’’ and people go, ‘‘What 
the heck are you talking about? ‘American 
Dream,’ I don’t understand that.’’ 

And therefore, we must do everything 
we can at the Government level to pass 
laws necessary to help people help them-
selves, to make society work better. I talked 
about some today, education and health. 
But we’ve got to remember that Govern-
ment can pass out money, but it can’t put 
hope in people’s hearts. It can’t put a sense 
of purpose in people’s lives. It can’t heal 
the hurt that we find in many of our neigh-
borhoods. 

A better America happens when we save 
souls, one person at a time. And that hap-
pens when an American puts their arm 
around somebody who needs help, and 
says, ‘‘I love you. What can I do to help 
you?’’ If you want to fight evil, love your 
neighbor just like you’d like to be loved 
yourselves. 

No, the spirit of America is strong. It’s 
alive, and it’s well. The spirit talks about 
making sure that democracy flourishes by 
going to do your duty. It talks about the 
willingness to defend freedom, no matter 
the cost. It also talks about serving some-
thing greater than yourself to make Amer-
ica the greatest country it can possibly be. 

Today I met Frances Grove, of the Lit-
eracy Volunteers of America. She came out 
to Air Force One to say hello, probably 
because she’s a part of my mother’s army 
to fight illiteracy. But nevertheless, she’s 
an example of what I’m talking about. See, 
each of us can make a difference to make 
sure that the evil done to America is— 
doesn’t stand. Each of us can help, by help-
ing people in need. It doesn’t matter 
whether you work with Frances Grove or 
mentor a child or run a Boy Scout or Girl 
Scout troop. It doesn’t matter whether you 
feed the homeless or make sure people 
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who are—people are—people who have 
hurt find love. That’s what matters in life, 
and that’s what’s happening. 

Perhaps the most vivid example of the 
strength of the American spirit, of what 
I’m talking about, took place on Flight 93. 
You remember that horrible day, when the 
people were flying across the country. They 
learned the plane they were on was going 
to be used as a weapon. They told their 
loved ones goodbye. History will show they 
said a prayer. One guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ 
They took the plane into the ground to 
serve something greater than themselves. 
They represented the absolute strength of 
the American spirit. 

I’m going to tell you this: Out of the 
evil done to America is going to come some 
incredible good. I can say that with cer-

Remarks in Savannah, Georgia 
November 2, 2002 

Thank you all. You all go ahead and be 
seated. So Saxby says to me, he says, 
‘‘Thanks for coming. Thanks for speaking, 
but don’t go on too long. There’s a football 
game on pretty soon.’’ 

I want to thank you all for coming today. 
I’m here to remind you and our fellow 
citizens from Georgia and America that we 
have a duty. If you love freedom like I 
know you do, you have a duty to vote. 
If you’re interested in making sure democ-
racy is strong, you have a duty and an obli-
gation as an American to go to the polls. 
And I’m not just talking about those who 
call themselves Republicans or Democrats. 
I’m talking about citizens who could care 
less about political parties. We all have a 
responsibility. 

But I’ve got some suggestions for you 
when you get inside the box. [Laughter] 
What’s best for Georgia and what is best 
for America is to send Saxby Chambliss 
to the U.S. Senate. What’s best for Georgia 

tainty. It’s going to be a peaceful world, 
a better world. I say it with certainty be-
cause I understand the American spirit is 
alive and well. And I also understand that 
this country is the greatest country, full of 
the finest, most decent, compassionate peo-
ple on the face of the Earth. 

I want to thank you for being a part 
of this great country. Thank you for doing 
your duty. May God bless you, and may 
God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:18 p.m. at 
the Cobb Galleria Centre. In his remarks, 
he referred to gubernatorial candidate Sonny 
Perdue; senatorial candidate Saxby 
Chambliss; Phil Gingrey, candidate for Geor-
gia’s 11th Congressional District; and Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

and what’s best for this district—put Max 
Burns in the U.S. Congress. And what is 
best for the State of Georgia, for your 
budget, for your public schools, is to put 
Sonny Perdue in as Governor of the State 
of Georgia. 

Sonny is a down-to-earth fellow. You 
don’t have to worry about him getting any 
fancy airs when he becomes your Governor. 
He’s a fellow who’s met a payroll. It seems 
to make sense to me to have somebody 
as Governor who knows what it’s like to 
meet a payroll, particularly if you’re inter-
ested about people finding jobs. He’s a per-
son that understands the importance of in-
frastructure in Georgia, not only infrastruc-
ture for the big cities but roads for those 
of you who live in rural and smalltown 
Georgia. He’s a man who understands the 
most important priority for a State is the 
education of our children. There’s no doubt 
in my mind Sonny Perdue is going to make 
a great Governor for the people of Georgia. 
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I appreciate the members of the congres-
sional delegation who are here. Charlie 
Norwood is here with us today, and Char-
lie, thank you for your leadership and your 
friendship. And Congressman Jack Kingston 
is with us as well. I met Jack’s mother 
at the airport. She was down there at the 
foot of the stairs just as I came off the 
plane here. And I said, ‘‘Well, is Jack listen-
ing to you?’’ She said, ‘‘About half the 
time’’—[laughter]—kind of like me and my 
mother. [Laughter] 

Speaking about females with the last 
name of Bush, you drew the short straw 
today. See, I wasn’t Saxby’s first choice. 
He wanted Laura to be here, but she sends 
her best. She sends her best to the people 
of Georgia. Like me, she’s urging you to 
go to the polls. Like me, she knows what’s 
best for Georgia is that Saxby become the 
United States Senator. She’s out there cam-
paigning today. She’s campaigning hard. I 
believe she’s in Minnesota, and I know I’m 
going to meet her tomorrow in South Da-
kota. 

It’s pretty ironic that she is the lead cam-
paigner for my family. After all, when I 
married her, she was a public school librar-
ian. That in itself doesn’t say much, except 
the truth is, she didn’t like politics, and 
she certainly didn’t like politicians. But 
thankfully, she said yes when I asked her 
to marry me. And the American people 
now know why I did. She’s calm and steady 
during crisis. She’s got a fabulous smile, 
a great heart. She’s got a vision where every 
child can learn to read in America. And 
she’s doing a wonderful job as our First 
Lady. 

I’m here as well because I want to make 
sure that Denny Hastert remains the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
It’s in our—and so, therefore, I’m a strong 
supporter of Max Burns, and I urge you 
to support Max come Tuesday. He’ll make 
you a fine United States Congressman. He’s 
a proven leader, and he spent 20 years 
of his life in the classroom. That makes 
a lot of sense to have somebody in the 

Congress who’s had the practical experi-
ence of being a teacher. I bet there’s some 
good teachers here today. Teaching is a 
noble profession. It’s an important profes-
sion. Why don’t you send yourself a teacher 
up to Washington, DC, to represent you 
in the United States Congress. 

We’ve got another fellow here who’s 
seeking the vote that I hope wins, and 
that’s Calder Clay. Calder Clay is running 
a good campaign, and if you’re living in 
his district, give him all your support. 

Today I’m proud to be up here with 
Nancy Coverdell, the widow of our great 
friend Paul Coverdell. She is a—she’s cool. 
[Laughter] She’s a great person. And with 
us as well is former Senator Mack Mat-
tingly. And I’m honored that both of them 
have joined today to do what we need to 
do, which is to work hard to turn out the 
vote. I’m here not only to urge you to 
vote; I’m here to urge you to urge others 
to vote. If you’re the grassroots types, peo-
ple that understand politics, you know that 
turning to your neighbor and saying, ‘‘Let’s 
go out and vote,’’ is an important way to 
help these people get elected. You under-
stand what I understand: Coffee shop chat-
ter is just as effective as all those endless 
ads you see on TV. 

So when you go to your coffee shops 
or your houses of worship over the next 
couple of days or your community centers, 
tell your neighbors it’s not only important 
to vote but tell them to support these good 
candidates up here on the stage. And don’t 
be afraid to talk to Democrats, by the way. 
There are a lot of Democrats in this part 
of the world that know the difference be-
tween a balanced budget and not. There 
are a lot of Democrats in this part of the 
world who want somebody who can stand 
strong for homeland security. There are a 
lot of good Democrats who understand that 
this President needs good support in Wash-
ington, DC. And so over the next couple 
of days, I urge you to man the phones, 
to turn out the vote, to energize the grass-
roots, to get people to do their duty, to 
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support these good candidates. You can 
make a difference come Tuesday with your 
active energy. 

And there are some reasons. We’ve got 
some big hurdles to cross here in America. 
We’ve got some big challenges ahead of 
us. I need people with whom I can work 
in the Senate and Congress to meet those 
challenges. One of the big challenges we 
have is to make sure people can find work 
in America. Our economy is bumping 
along. Our economy isn’t good enough, as 
far as I’m concerned. Oh, there’s some 
positive signs, but too many people can’t 
find work in America. That’s how I gauge 
whether or not we’re doing fine in the 
economy. Anybody who wants to put food 
on the table and can’t find a job, says to 
me we’ve got a problem. 

And therefore, we need people in the 
United States Congress who will work with 
me to expand the job base. And one of 
the best ways to expand the job base is 
understand how jobs are created. Small 
business creates 70 percent of the new jobs 
in America. Small-business owners—we’ve 
got to have plans and policies that encour-
age the growth of small business, but we’ve 
also got to understand this: If you let a 
person keep more of their own money, 
they’re likely to demand an additional good 
or a service. And when they demand a 
good or a service, in the marketplace, 
somebody is likely to produce that good 
or a service. And when somebody produces 
that good or a service, somebody is more 
likely to find work. That’s why the tax relief 
plan that Saxby Chambliss supported came 
at the right time in American history. 

That tax relief plan, if it’s permanent, 
means $39 billion in your pocket over the 
next 10 years. After all, it’s your money 
to begin with. It’s not the Government’s 
money. It’s your money. But there’s an 
issue of whether or not that tax relief is 
going to go away. See, it’s not permanent. 
I need people in the United States Con-
gress, like the candidates up here on this 
stage, who will join me in making the tax 

cuts permanent. For the sake of jobs, for 
the sake of people finding work, we need 
to make the tax cuts permanent. 

And let me give you fair warning; let 
me help you break the code of Washington, 
DC. When you hear them say, ‘‘Oh, we 
might need to revisit the tax cuts,’’ that 
means they’re fixing to get in your pocket. 
That’s what that means. We don’t need 
people from this part of the State or this 
part of the country who are going to get 
back in your pocket. We need people who 
understand the role of Government is to 
create an environment in which small busi-
nesses can grow to big businesses, in which 
people can find work because of growth. 

No, there’s a lot of issues we’re going 
to be working on. We need to continue 
working on education. We passed a good 
bill, and Saxby Chambliss was involved in 
the passage of that bill. You tell your neigh-
bors that when it comes to passing good 
education reform legislation out of Wash-
ington, Saxby Chambliss took an active role. 
It says we trust the people of Georgia to 
chart the path for excellence for every 
child. See, we believe in local control of 
schools. It says we’re going to have high 
standards for every child, all across the 
country. It says we believe every child can 
learn. It says we’re going to spend some 
substantial money out of Washington, but 
in return for the money, we want to know 
whether or not every child is learning. We 
don’t want children trapped in schools 
which won’t teach and won’t change. We 
want to make sure no child in the State 
of Georgia gets left behind. 

I look forward to working with these 
Members to make sure that health care 
works, particularly Medicare. Our medicine 
has changed for the better. New tech-
nologies, new discoveries have made medi-
cine modern. Medicare isn’t modern. Medi-
care is stuck in the past. Medicare has be-
come a political football. We need people 
in Congress who will work with us to make 
sure Medicare is modern. And a modern 
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Medicare system means prescription drug 
benefits for our seniors. 

I need people in the Senate with whom 
I can work to make sure our judiciary is 
full of judges who are honest and will not— 
[applause]. Bunch up there running the 
Senate right now has done a lousy job 
when it comes to my nominees for the 
Federal bench. I say ‘‘lousy job’’ because 
we’ve got a vacancy problem on our bench-
es. All across America there’s too many va-
cancies, which means you don’t get the jus-
tice you deserve. They’re playing politics 
with the judges. They don’t like the kind 
of people I’m nominating. You see, I’m 
putting the ones up there that not only 
can do the job, but they’re not going to 
use the bench from which to legislate. 
They’re going to use the bench from which 
to strictly interpret the U.S. Constitution. 
And make no mistake about it in this race, 
if you’re interested in a judiciary which is 
going to work and represent your views, 
Saxby Chambliss is the right United States 
Senator. 

No, there’s a lot of issues we can work 
on together. But there’s no more important 
issue than your protection. That’s the big-
gest issue we face in Washington, DC, is 
to protect innocent life, is to protect you 
from an enemy which still lurks out there. 
And you’ve just got to know, they’re there, 
and they hate us because of what we love. 
And we love freedom. We love the fact 
that people can pray to an Almighty any 
way he or she sees fit. We love the freedom 
to speak our mind. We love a free press. 
We love every aspect of our freedom, and 
we’re not going to change. 

And that enemy has put us on alert. See, 
we now understand. And therefore, there’s 
a lot of good people doing everything they 
can to protect you, at all levels of govern-
ment, the Federal level and the State level 
and the local level. We’ve got people run-
ning down any hint. Anytime we get any 
idea that somebody is thinking about doing 
something to America, we’re moving on it. 

We’re disrupting. We’re denying. We’re 
doing everything we can. 

But I think we can do a better job of 
protecting you. That’s why I suggested to 
the Congress that we come together to 
form a Department of Homeland Security, 
one that will allow the agencies involved 
with securing the homeland, like port secu-
rity right over here, to be able to better 
coordinate, to be able to better prioritize, 
and if need be, change cultures so that 
you’ve got everybody in the Federal Gov-
ernment and the State government and the 
local government working together. 

And the House of Representatives re-
sponded. As a matter of fact, when it came 
time to create this Department, and the 
ideas about the Department, I turned to 
the man from Georgia, Saxby Chambliss, 
for ideas, because he understands the issue. 
After all, he is the chairman of the House 
Subcommittee on Terrorism and Homeland 
Security. Not only do I trust his judgment, 
but Members of the Congress trust his 
judgment. And so we got us a good bill 
out of the House. 

But it’s stuck in the Senate. The Senate 
couldn’t get the job done, and here’s why. 
They wanted me to forfeit power which 
every President since John F. Kennedy has 
had. See, every President since Kennedy 
has had the capacity to suspend collective 
bargaining rules in any Department of the 
Federal Government when our national se-
curity is at stake. In other words, if there’s 
some work rules that prevent the Home-
land Security Department from doing its 
job, I would have the capacity, for the sake 
of national security, to suspend those rules. 
And some Senators say, ‘‘You can’t have 
that power.’’ See, there’s too much special 
interest in Washington, trying to make the 
decisions on behalf of the American people. 

Let me give you what would happen if 
this went through. I would have the capac-
ity to suspend work rules in the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for the sake of national 
security, but not in the Department that 
is being created to secure you. It just 
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doesn’t make any sense. And therefore, I 
need a guy like Saxby Chambliss in the 
Senate who won’t crater to the special in-
terests in Washington, and join me in pro-
tecting the interests of the American peo-
ple. 

But the best way to protect America is 
to hunt these killers down, one person at 
a time, and bring them to justice. And 
that’s exactly what we’re going to do. We 
have no choice, see. History has called us 
into action. We love our freedoms, and 
we’re not going to give in to these terror-
ists. We owe it to our children and our 
children’s children. That’s why I went to 
the United States Congress and asked them 
for the largest increase in defense spending 
since Ronald Reagan was President. And 
I want to thank the Members of Congress 
for agreeing to that request. 

And the message is loud and clear: First, 
anytime we put our troops into harm’s way, 
they deserve the best training, the best pay, 
and the best possible equipment. And sec-
ondly, here’s the message to friend and foe 
alike with this defense bill: We’re in this 
deal for the long haul. There’s no quit in 
America. There’s not a calendar in the Oval 
Office that says, by such-and-such a date, 
haul them in, Mr. President. That’s not the 
way we think, and that’s certainly not the 
way I think. It doesn’t matter how long 
it takes to hunt these killers down; we have 
an obligation to our future to secure free-
dom and to secure the country. 

And we’re making progress. This is a dif-
ferent kind of war. The old days you use 
to—could measure the number of tanks de-
stroyed or airplanes shot down or ships 
sunk, and you’d say, ‘‘Gosh, you’re making 
progress.’’ These people don’t have tanks. 
They don’t have airplanes. They’re cold-
blooded killers who hide in caves and send 
youngsters to their suicidal deaths. That’s 
the way they think, and that’s the way they 
fight, which means we’ve got to keep that 
coalition together. 

So I’m here to tell you today, the doc-
trine which says, ‘‘Either you’re with us 

or with the enemy,’’ it still stands. We’re 
on an international manhunt, one at a time. 
A couple of thousand have been hauled 
in; a couple of thousand met their fate a 
different way. They’re not a problem. A 
lot of them met their fate a different way 
because they dared challenge the United 
States and the greatest military in the his-
tory of the world. 

Slowly but surely, we’re bringing them 
to justice. It’s going to take a while, but 
this country understands the stakes. See, 
it all changed on September the 11th, 2001. 
It used to be that oceans could protect 
us. It used to be that if there was a threat 
somewhere overseas, that we could deter-
mine whether or not we would deal with 
that threat, because we were pretty secure 
here at home. You just got to understand 
it’s a different era. That’s why it’s essential 
we think about the world the way it is, 
not the way we would hope the world 
would be. My job is to be as realistic about 
the threats as possible and to deal with 
them. It’s the job of Senators and Con-
gressmen to be as realistic about the true 
threats we face and deal with them. 

And therefore, I asked the country to 
debate an important issue, and that is Iraq 
and Saddam Hussein. I wanted there to 
be a honest and open debate in our Con-
gress, reflecting the concerns of the Amer-
ican people. I wanted there to be a debate 
in international bodies, because I under-
stand that Saddam Hussein is a threat to 
the American people; he’s a threat to our 
friends; he’s a threat to our allies. He said 
he would not have weapons of mass de-
struction. And after 11 years of deceit, he 
has them. He was close at one time to 
having a nuclear weapon. We don’t know 
how close he is today, but a Saddam Hus-
sein with a nuclear weapon is a grave, grave 
threat to America and our friends and al-
lies. 

He said he wouldn’t have chemical weap-
ons. He has them. But not only has he 
got them; I want you all to remember, he 
used them. He not only possesses; he has 
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had a history of using them. And he’s used 
them not only on his neighbors, but he’s 
used them on his own people. This man 
is coldblooded. He can’t stand America. He 
can’t stand our friends. He can’t stand free-
dom. 

And so I went to the United Nations, 
and I reminded them, for 16 resolutions, 
resolution after resolution after resolution, 
Saddam Hussein has defied this inter-
national organization. And my point to the 
U.N. was, we want you to be effective. 
We want to be able to work with you to 
help keep the peace. We want you to be 
the United Nations, not the League of Na-
tions. But if you’re unable to act, if you’re 
unable to have the backbone necessary to 
help us keep the peace by disarming Sad-
dam Hussein, if you can’t do it and if Sad-
dam Hussein refuses to do it, then the 
United States, in the name of peace and 
in the name of freedom, will lead a coali-
tion and disarm Saddam Hussein. 

I say that because I want the world to 
be peaceful. I want there to be peace here 
at home. I want there to be peace around 
the world. See, the evil ones hit us, and 
they’ve given us an opportunity to do some 
good. Out of the evil done to America, 
we’ll do good, because we’re a great nation 
full of decent and honorable people. I truly 
believe that if we hold the line, that if 
we stay steadfast in routing out terror, that 
if we’re diligent and are willing to lead, 
that if we remember our values and that 
freedom isn’t an American-given value, it 
is a God-given value for everybody, if we 
remember those values that make us 
unique, we’re going to achieve peace. We 
can accomplish some real good out of the 
evil done to this country, not only abroad 
but here at home as well. 

One of the things I believe is going to 
happen is that we will be a better America. 
Out of the evil done to America will come 
a more compassionate country. We’ve got 
to remember, in this land of plenty, there’s 
a lot of people who hurt. People wonder 
whether or not the American Dream is 

meant for them. There’s addiction and 
hopelessness and loneliness. And Govern-
ment can help solve those problems, and 
we’re going to try to do so. But you’ve 
got to remember this: Even though Gov-
ernment can hand out money, it can’t put 
hope in people’s hearts or a sense of pur-
pose in people’s lives. 

The best way to help heal America, the 
best way to make sure good comes out 
of evil, is for our fellow Americans to put 
their arms around somebody who hurts and 
says, ‘‘I love you, brother,’’ or, ‘‘I love you, 
sister.’’ 

And that’s what’s happening all across 
America. See, the American spirit is alive 
and well. It’s the spirit that says when it 
comes to the defense of our freedom, we’re 
plenty tough. It’s also a spirit that says 
we’re going to serve something greater than 
ourself in life, that part of being a patriot 
is to recognize service to your community 
is an integral part of being an American. 

Today when I landed, I met Sharon 
Seng, who represents the Girl Scouts. I 
didn’t realize it—I now know it—the Girl 
Scouts were founded right here in Savan-
nah, Georgia. That’s part of the soldiers 
in the armies of compassion. She is, and 
so are you. If you mentor a child, you’re 
part of the army of compassion. If you feed 
the hungry or the homeless, you’re a mem-
ber of the army of compassion. If you help 
a shut-in, if you’re a Boy Scout leader, if 
you go over to the Boys and Girls Clubs, 
if you help change America, one heart, one 
soul at a time, you’re a part of this great 
movement to make America a more com-
passionate place. 

No, the American spirit is alive and well, 
best exemplified by what took place on the 
fateful day that changed our history, and 
that was on Flight 93. Citizens were flying 
across the country. They learned the plane 
they were on was going to be used as a 
weapon. They told their loved ones good-
bye over modern devices, cell phones. They 
said a prayer. One guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ 
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They took the plane into the ground to 
save lives. 

The enemy didn’t understand who they 
were hitting. They don’t understand the 
country. The American spirit is strong. It’s 
alive all throughout our land. People under-
stand that serving this country by helping 
people in need is a part of the new patriot-
ism, which allows me to boldly predict this: 
Out of the evil done to America is going 
to come a more peaceful world. Out of 
the evil done to America is going to come 
a more hopeful America, because this is 
the greatest nation, full of the finest, most 
compassionate people on the face of this 
Earth. 

Remarks in Tampa, Florida 
November 2, 2002 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thanks a lot. Thank you all. Jeb and I 
are sure glad we came. You’re lifting his 
spirits, and I appreciate that more than you 
know. 

I want to thank you all for coming. I’m 
traveling the country, reminding people 
about the American spirit, the fact that no 
matter what the cost, we’ll defend our free-
dom; this American spirit that says to be 
a patriot, you’ve got to serve something 
greater than yourself; a spirit of America 
that says we love freedom, and if you love 
freedom, you have a duty to vote. 

If you love our country, it doesn’t matter 
what your political party is; you have an 
obligation to participate in democracy. I’ve 
come into this important State to urge peo-
ple from all walks of life, from all political 
parties, to do your duty next Tuesday. But 
when you get in that voting booth, I’ve 
got a good suggestion for you. [Laughter] 
For the sake of the Florida taxpayers, for 
the sake of the Florida schoolchildren, for 
the sake of dignity and integrity in the of-
fice of Governor, send Jeb Bush back to 

Thank you for coming today. May God 
bless you, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:10 p.m. in 
the Executive Aviation Hangar at Savannah 
International Airport in Garden City, GA. In 
his remarks, he referred to senatorial can-
didate Saxby Chambliss; gubernatorial can-
didate Sonny Perdue; Max Burns, candidate 
for Georgia’s 12th Congressional District; 
Calder Clay, candidate for Georgia’s 3d Con-
gressional District; Ann Kingston, mother of 
Representative Jack Kingston; and President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

Tallahassee. And you might as well send 
Frank Brogan back with him. They make 
a great team, on behalf of all the citizens 
of this State. 

One of the things Jeb and I share in 
common, besides a fine mother who’s still 
telling us what to do on a regular basis— 
[laughter]—is, we both married above our-
selves. We both have got great wives. I’m 
honored to be here with the great first 
lady for Florida, Columba Bush, and of 
course, a University of Texas law school 
student—Hollywood handsome, I might 
add—a great man, George P. Bush. 

You drew the short straw tonight. You 
got me instead of Laura. [Laughter] She’s 
campaigning up north, and you got stuck 
with the President. But she sends her love. 
She sends her love to Jeb and Columba. 
She sends her best to all our friends in 
Florida. And like me, she reminds you: Go 
to the polls, and take some friends to the 
polls so this good man can serve you for 
4 more years. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 
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The President. And that’s another reason 
I’ve come today, is because I want to urge 
you to help Jeb. See, I want you to go 
to your houses of worship tomorrow, go 
to your coffee shops on Monday—go to 
your coffee shops, go to your community 
centers. Tell anybody who will listen what 
a good man you’ve got in your Governor. 
I want to remind you, make sure you don’t 
ignore Democrats. 

See, they don’t want their taxes raised— 
a lot of them don’t. Democrats in Florida 
know the difference between somebody 
who tells it like it is and somebody who 
just tells it any way he sees fit. [Laughter] 
Democrats in this State want good govern-
ment. They want somebody to do what he 
says he’s going to do in office. Independ-
ents want the same thing. So starting to-
morrow, round up people and tell them 
to go to the polls on Tuesday. Jeb’s count-
ing on your help, and so am I. 

And you won’t be wasting your time. You 
watch and see what happens next Tuesday, 
thanks to your hard work, thanks to his 
good message, thanks to his great record. 
Not only are Republicans going to turn out 
in droves, but this man is going to get 
independent vote, discerning Democrat 
vote; wise Democrats are going to come 
his way. And you’re going to have 4 more 
years of a great Governor in Jeb Bush. 

I want to thank a couple of Members 
of Congress who are here. I know Bill 
Young is here. I call him ‘‘the Chairman.’’ 
See, he runs the Appropriations Committee 
in the House of Representatives. Not only 
do I call him ‘‘the Chairman;’’ I call him 
‘‘sir.’’ [Laughter] He’s a powerful Member 
from Florida, and he’s a great Member 
from Florida. I’m proud to call him friend, 
and I’m proud he’s here. 

Mike Bilirakis is here as well, a fine 
Member of the United States Congress. 
These are two of the good ones, and you’ve 
got a fine person running for Congress as 
well. Her name is Ginny Brown-Waite. We 
need to send her to the United States Con-

gress. So when you’re out there rounding 
up the votes for Jeb, don’t forget Ginny. 

I’m also proud to be up here with a 
member of my Cabinet. I wanted some-
body to work with me to close the housing 
gap in America. Too many of them are 
minorities—don’t own their house. Too 
many of them don’t own a home. We’re 
going to close that gap. It makes sense 
to encourage people to own something in 
the great country called America. We want 
all people—[applause]—there’s nothing 
more—there’s nothing better than owning 
your own home. Too many of our African 
Americans don’t own a home. Too many 
Hispanics in this country don’t own a 
home. And so I called upon a Floridian 
to help me close that homeownership gap. 

I picked a solid American, a man of great 
success, a man who represents the best of 
the country. After all, his parents, when 
he was a little boy, put him on the boat 
to escape the clutches of Fidel Castro, so 
he could grow up in freedom, and now 
he’s a member of the President’s Cabinet, 
Mel Martinez. 

I’m also proud to be up here with the 
great General Norman Schwarzkopf, the 
man who set the example. 

Finally, I want to thank the good folks 
here at the University of South Florida, 
particularly President Judy Genshaft for her 
hospitality, and all the good folks who put 
up with us today. It’s a great place to cele-
brate the candidacy and the soon-to-be vic-
tory of Jeb Bush. We thank you for your 
hospitality. 

The thing you’ve got to remember about 
this good man who’s your Governor is, he 
did in office what he said he would do. 
See, that’s important. We’ve got too many 
in the political process who just say things, 
just kind of float something out there and 
hope it sounds good, hope somebody might 
bite on it, hope it convinces people, but 
have no intentions or capabilities of getting 
it done. That’s the exact opposite of your 
Governor. He said he was going to work 
to improve education for every child in the 
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State of Florida, and he has fulfilled that 
promise. 

See, he’s got the right mindset. He be-
lieves every child can learn; that’s what he 
believes. And therefore, he’s willing to ask 
the question: Can every child read; can 
every child write; can every child add and 
subtract? And if not, he’s willing to chal-
lenge the status quo. You have a Governor 
who will not be captured by special inter-
ests. You have a Governor with one interest 
in mind, to make sure that no child in 
the State of Florida is left behind. 

We’re going through some tough eco-
nomic times in America. We’re kind of 
bumping along, is how I describe it, just 
bumping. And that’s not good enough for 
this country. Anytime somebody who wants 
to work and can’t find a job, it says we’ve 
got a problem. But there are some bright 
spots in this Nation about job creation. And 
the brightest of all bright spots is right here 
in the State of Florida. This man, he just 
doesn’t talk about jobs. You’re creating 
them here. 

He and I understand this: The role of 
Government is not to create wealth but 
an environment in which the entrepreneur 
can flourish, in which the small business 
can grow to be big businesses. No, you’ve 
got the right man if you’re worried about 
the economic vitality of your State. You’ve 
got the right man if you’re worried about 
job creation. That man is Jeb Bush. 

Been tough budget times for a lot of 
States. It’s tough economic times. Remem-
ber, we went through a recession. And then 
the enemy hit us. Then we had a little 
problem with some of our corporate execu-
tives. [Laughter] They forgot what it would 
mean to be a responsible leader. They for-
got what it means to tell the truth. Some 
of them thought they could fudge the 
books, shade the numbers. Those days are 
over with. 

Thanks to Members of Congress here, 
I had the ability to sign the toughest law, 
the corporate reform law, since Franklin 
Roosevelt. There’s not going to be any 

more easy money, just hard time when we 
catch you fudging the numbers and not 
doing your responsibility. 

But as a result of these tough times, rev-
enues have dwindled in States, and it’s 
been hard for some Governors to manage 
the budget—not the Governor of Florida. 
This man managed the budget during 
tough economic times. He took on the 
tough tasks to make sure your money was 
spent properly. He understands what I 
know: When you’re talking about money 
in Tallahassee or money in Washington, it’s 
not the Government’s money; it’s your 
money. And Jeb Bush is a good steward 
of your money. 

It should be clear to the people of Flor-
ida from all political parties that the man 
knows what he’s doing, that the man is 
a plain speaker, that the man cares deeply 
about the citizens of this State. When he 
hears of hurt, he doesn’t go around and 
say, ‘‘Well, if you’re hurting, I’ll only try 
to help you if you’re a Republican.’’ He 
cries when anybody hurts. He’s got deep 
compassion for the citizens of Florida, an 
honest man, who’s brought integrity and 
dignity to the office. He’s the kind of guy 
that will make you proud. He’s the kind 
of guy that you need to send back to Talla-
hassee as a reelected Governor of Florida. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Jeb has handled tough 
problems in Tallahassee, and we’re going 
to handle tough problems in Washington 
on your behalf. I talked about the economy. 
I’m worried about people not being able 
to find work. We’ll do everything we can 
to make sure job creation is strong. And 
the best way to do that is to let you keep 
more of your own money. Those tax cuts 
we passed came at the right time in Amer-
ican history. 

Now, when you hear them talking about 
in Washington up there, ‘‘Oh, we better 
revisit the tax cuts’’—— 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
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The President. ——that just means 
they’re fixing to try to get in your pocket. 
For the sake of economic vitality, for the 
sake of growth, and for the sake of jobs, 
we need to make the tax cuts permanent. 

No, there’s a lot of issues we’ll be work-
ing on. We’ll be working on health care 
issues, of course. We’ve got to make sure 
Medicare works. Medicine has changed. 
Medicine is modern. Technology has 
changed medicine. New discoveries have 
changed medicine. But Medicare is stuck 
in the past. It hasn’t changed. For the sake 
of fulfilling our promise to seniors, I need 
to have people in Washington, DC, with 
whom I can work to modernize Medicare, 
which means prescription drugs for the sen-
iors of the State of Florida. 

No, there’s a lot of issues we need to 
work on. But the biggest issue of all is 
to protect you. You see, there’s still an 
enemy out there that lurks around. They 
hate us. They hate us because of what we 
love. We love the freedom to worship. We 
love the freedom to speak our mind. We 
love every aspect about freedom, and we’re 
not changing. And so long as we love, they 
hate. And so we’ve got a task ahead, and 
that is to protect you. That’s why I went 
to Congress and said, in spite of the fact 
that a lot of good people are working 
hard—you see, anytime we get a hint, any 
piece of evidence that somebody is thinking 
about doing something to America, we’re 
moving on them. We’re disrupting them. 
We’re denying them. 

But the threat is real. And therefore I 
went to Congress and said, ‘‘Give us a 
Homeland Security Department, so we can 
better coordinate the agencies involved 
with protecting you. Give us something to 
make sure that we can change cultures, 
so that people get the message that our 
number one responsibility in Washington, 
DC, is to protect the American people 
from further attack.’’ The Members of the 
House responded, but it’s stuck in the 
United States Senate. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. Yes, and it’s stuck in the 
United States Senate, and you need to 
know why it’s stuck in the United States 
Senate, and you might let some of your 
Senators know why it’s stuck. It’s because 
they want me to give up power that Presi-
dents have had since John F. Kennedy. 

See, Presidents since John F. Kennedy 
have had the capacity to suspend some col-
lective bargaining rules, in any Department 
of the Federal Government, for the sake 
of national security. In other words, I’ll 
have the capacity—I do have the capacity 
today, unless the Senate has its way, for 
me to take some rules and set them aside 
so we can better protect you. And that’s 
the issue, and I’m not giving up that power, 
for the sake of the American people. 

But the best way to protect you is to 
hunt these killers down, one at a time, and 
bring them to justice. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. Therapy won’t work. 
[Laughter] I asked Congress for a big in-
crease in defense spending. I want to thank 
Chairman Young for leading the way. I had 
the honor of signing a defense appropria-
tions bill, which increased defense spend-
ing, the largest increase since Ronald 
Reagan was the President, and there’s two 
reasons why. I want you to hear the rea-
sons. 

One, anytime we put our troops into 
harm’s way, they deserve the best pay, the 
best training, and the best possible equip-
ment. And secondly, you need to know and 
our friends need to know and our enemy 
needs to know, we’re in this deal for the 
long haul. There’s not a calendar on my 
desk in the Oval Office that says on such-
and-such a date, we’re pulling them in. No 
matter how long it takes, no matter what 
the cost is, we will defend freedom. History 
has called us into action, and we’re not 
going to tire. We’re not going to quit until 
we have defeated the agents of terror and 
until America is safe and our friends are 
safe. 
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And we’re making progress. This is a dif-
ferent kind of war. In the old days, you 
know, if you destroyed an enemy’s tanks 
or sunk his ships or knocked down air-
planes, you knew you were making 
progress. A lot of these folks don’t have 
tanks. They hide in caves. They send 
youngsters to their suicidal deaths. So 
therefore, the doctrine that says, ‘‘Either 
you’re with us, or you’re with the enemy,’’ 
is just as important today as it was a year 
ago, and it still stands. 

Slowly but surely, we’re hunting them 
down. It’s going to take awhile. You just 
have got to know it’s going to take awhile. 
But the stakes are high. And they’re really 
high, particularly on what happened on 
September the 11th. You see, a cold reality 
came—my job, by the way, is to see the 
world the way it is, not the way we hope— 
hope it is. And there’s a cold reality. 
Oceans no longer protect us from threats. 
Oceans no longer protect us from gathering 
dangers across the—in other parts of the 
world. 

It used to be, we could pick or choose. 
We learned a lesson that the battlefield is 
here at home, and we’ve got to be realistic 
about that. And that’s why I started the 
debate on Iraq. You see, I view the man 
as a serious threat to America and our 
friends and allies. He’s a man who has told 
the world he wouldn’t have weapons of 
mass destruction, yet he does. We know 
a while ago that he was close to having 
a nuclear weapon. We have no idea today 
how close he is. If he has a nuclear weap-
on, it’s a serious problem for America and 
our friends and allies. 

We know he’s got chemical weapons. He 
said he wouldn’t have them, but we know 
he’s got them. Not only does he have them, 
he used them. He used them in his neigh-
borhood. He used them on his own people. 

We know that he’s had connections with 
Al Qaida. There would be nothing more 
pleasing to him to be able to use one of 
these shadowy terrorist networks. He could 
serve as the armory and the training 

grounds. They could be the deliverer of 
weapons, and we would never see his fin-
gerprints. 

We know he’s a danger. And that’s why 
I went to the United Nations, to take my 
explanation there. See, I want the United 
Nations to succeed. I think it’s important 
in the new threats facing America that we 
have an international body that has got the 
backbone necessary to hold people to ac-
count. For 11 years, however, this guy has 
defied the United Nations. Not once, not 
twice, but 16 times he has said, ‘‘Forget 
it.’’ 

And therefore, I have said to the United 
Nations, ‘‘Show us whether you can be an 
effective body at keeping the peace or 
whether or not you’ll be the League of 
Nations. Show us whether or not you’ll be 
an effective—ability to hold people to ac-
count, or whether you’re going to be an 
empty debating society’’—their choice to 
make. 

And Mr. Saddam Hussein has got a 
choice to make as well. He has said he 
wouldn’t have weapons of mass destruction. 
We expect him not to have weapons of 
mass destruction. But the Congress spoke 
with a voice that I hear, and I believe that, 
if they do not disarm Saddam Hussein, if 
the United Nations can’t act and he himself 
will not disarm, for the sake of peace and 
for the sake of freedom, the United States 
will lead a coalition to disarm him. 

I don’t know what was going through 
the mind of the enemy. I can’t imagine 
what the enemy was thinking when they 
hit us. They probably thought the national 
religion of America was materialism, that 
we were so materialistic and caught up in 
money that we were selfish and self-ab-
sorbed and shallow. Oh, they probably 
thought that after September the 11th, 
2001, we’d file a lawsuit or two. [Laughter] 

You see, they know something—they 
don’t know something I know, that the spir-
it of America is strong, the American spirit 
is alive and well, that this great Nation, 
if we stay the course, if we remain strong, 
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if we speak clearly, if we remember that 
freedom is not an American gift to the 
world, it is a God-given gift to the world, 
if we remain true to our principles and 
values, we can achieve peace. And that’s 
the dream, to achieve peace. And that’s 
one of the good that’s going to come out 
of the incredible evil done to America. 

And you know what else is going to hap-
pen in America? America is going to be 
a better country as a result of what hap-
pened to us. We still weep for the victims. 
We still mourn for those who lost life. But 
out of the evil done to America is going 
to come some great good. 

It’s because you’ve got people like Jeb 
Bush, who understand the true strength of 
the country lies not in the halls of Govern-
ment but in the hearts and souls of our 
fellow citizens. He and I know that Govern-
ment can hand out money, and we will 
do everything we can to try to help people 
help themselves and reform programs and 
make sure education works. But Govern-
ment cannot put hope in people’s hearts 
or a sense of purpose in people’s lives. That 
does when—that happens when people put 
their arm around somebody who hurts and 
says, ‘‘I love you. What can I do to help 
you? Can I mentor you? Can I be the 
head of a Boy Scout troop or a Girl Scout 
troop or run a Boys or Girls Club?’’ 

Remarks in Springfield, Illinois 
November 3, 2002 

The President. Thank you all for coming 
today. It’s such an honor to be here, and 
I’m glad I came. Jim said, ‘‘If you come 
over, you might be able to say hello to 
a few of my friends.’’ [Laughter] 

I do have the portrait of Abraham Lin-
coln on the wall of the Oval Office. I do 
so because I think he was our country’s 
greatest President. I think he was our coun-
try’s greatest President because he under-

No, you see, the important thing to re-
member is that if you want to make a dif-
ference in America, you can help change 
this country one heart, one hurting soul, 
one conscience at a time. And although 
one of us can’t do everything, each of us 
can do something to make an enormous 
difference. 

No, the enemy hit us. They had no idea 
who they were hitting. Out of the evil done 
to America is going to come a peaceful 
world. And out of the evil done to America 
is going to come a more hopeful and com-
passionate tomorrow, because the American 
spirit is alive and well. It is strong; it is 
vibrant. 

I want to thank you all for coming to-
night. I want to thank you for supporting 
my brother, Jeb. May God bless you. And 
may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:20 p.m. in 
the Sun Dome at the University of South 
Florida. In his remarks, he referred to Gov. 
Jeb Bush of Florida, his wife, Columba, and 
their son George P. Bush; Lt. Gov. Frank 
Brogan of Florida; Ginny Brown-Waite, can-
didate for Florida’s Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict; Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf, USA 
(Ret.), former commander of Operation 
Desert Storm; and President Saddam Hus-
sein of Iraq. 

stood that a united country is one that can 
achieve big things. He had great faith in 
the American people. He was willing to 
stand by principle. He understood his duty 
to future generations of Americans. And 
that’s what I’m here to talk about today, 
the American spirit. 

The American spirit is alive and well in 
America. It’s the spirit that says we’re will-
ing to defend our freedom no matter what 
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the cost. The American spirit says that we 
must serve something greater than our-
selves. The American spirit says that if you 
love democracy, you’ve got to go to the 
polls. The American spirit says that there’s 
obligations to our citizens—by our citizens 
to our country. And one of the most sol-
emn obligations is to exercise your right 
as a citizen in the United States to vote. 

I’m coming to Illinois to make sure that 
all people hear this message, Republicans 
and Democrats, people who could care less 
about political parties. But when you get 
in that poll, I’ve got a suggestion for you. 
[Laughter] For the sake of Illinois, for the 
sake of this congressional district, for the 
sake of the country, put John Shimkus back 
in the United States Congress. 

I appreciate Karen and the Shimkus fam-
ily; I appreciate their hard work on John’s 
behalf. You drew the short straw today, 
speaking about wives. Pretty soon after a 
couple of stops, I’ll be joining up with 
Laura in South Dakota. Shimkus really did 
want Laura as the speaker. [Laughter] Wise 
man. [Laughter] But she sends her best. 
She sends our love to our friends here in 
Illinois. Like me, she urges you to support 
this good man for the United States Con-
gress. 

And while you’re in that voting booth, 
support a good man for Governor. His 
name is Jim Ryan. He’s got a record you 
can be proud of. You’ve seen him in action. 
You know he can do the job. A lot of 
folks around this State have written him 
off. I think they spoke a little too soon, 
don’t you? 

And I’m proud to say I’m for Jim Durkin 
for the United States Senate. There’s a lot 
of reasons why we need Jim in the Senate, 
but let me give you one good reason. I 
need somebody to help me fulfill one of 
my most awesome responsibilities, which is 
to pick good judges for our Federal bench-
es. The current Senate has done a lousy 
job on the judges. We’ve got a vacancy 
crisis in America, which means Americans 
aren’t getting justice, and that’s not right. 

We have a vacancy crisis because they 
won’t give a lot of my nominees a fair 
hearing. They won’t give them a vote. They 
don’t like the fact that I’m naming good, 
honorable people who will not use the 
bench from which to legislate, but will use 
the bench to strictly interpret the Constitu-
tion of the United States. 

I’m also proud to be up here with Joe 
Birkett, who’s running for the attorney gen-
eral; Kristine Cohn for secretary of state; 
Thomas Ramsdell for comptroller; and Judy 
Topinka to be reelected for your treasurer. 

I want to thank my friends Jim and 
Brenda Edgar for coming today. They’re 
a class act. I’m proud to call him friend. 
I’ve known him for quite a while. I was 
going to say, ‘‘my old friend,’’ but might 
offend him. [Laughter] I also appreciate 
the Springfield High Marching Jazz Band 
for being here today, and the Debby Ross 
Band for coming, too. 

If you’re 18 years old, you’ve got to vote. 
You make sure you go vote. And take my 
advice when you’re in there. [Laughter] 

I want to thank you all very much for— 
I want to thank you so much for being 
involved in the political process. See, grass-
roots politics decides who wins and who 
loses. I believe that. So much of this stuff 
is done on TV, and that’s part of the proc-
ess, but the person who’s going to win, 
particularly in this race, is the one who 
can get their friends to the polls. So my 
call to you today is, take time out of your 
day tomorrow, this afternoon, and on elec-
tion day, and get somebody to go to the 
polls with you. If you voted absentee, get 
somebody to go to the polls on election 
day on your behalf. [Laughter] 

Don’t be afraid of getting—of talking to 
Democrats. Democrats know a good Con-
gressman when they see one. John Shimkus 
has done a good job as the United States 
Congress. Make sure you don’t forget to 
talk to independents. They care about good 
government. My point to you is, is that— 
turn out to vote. Do whatever it takes. Get 
on the phones. Grab your neighbor. Do 
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whatever it takes to get people to the polls, 
because we’re supporting a good slate of 
candidates for the different offices for 
which they’re running. These are good peo-
ple, and they need our help, and they de-
serve our support. 

Let me talk about John a little bit. First 
of all, he’s done in office what he said 
he would do. That’s refreshing. He’s a 
good, honest man. He’s a hard-working fel-
low. He’s represented this district with class 
and distinction. He’s an ally of mine. I can 
count on him. I don’t need somebody from 
this district where I have to look over my 
shoulder, wondering where they’re stand-
ing. I don’t need somebody having to run 
a focus group, decide whether or not the 
President’s agenda makes any sense for the 
American people. 

Not only has John done the job, not only 
do I call him friend, but it seems like it 
makes sense to me to send him back to 
the Congress so that the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives is from the State 
of Illinois. It makes practical sense to me. 
[Laughter] It seems like it should make 
sense to people who live in this district 
to understand that Denny Hastert is not 
only good for Illinois, he’s really good for 
the country, and his leadership has made 
an important difference. 

I need John up there because we’ve got 
some big hurdles to cross here in America. 
We’ve got some issues that we’ve got to 
work together on, got some problems to 
solve. One of the biggest problems we’ve 
got is, there’s some people in this country 
that can’t find work, and that troubles me. 
Our economy is kind of bouncing along; 
it’s not as good as it should be. It needs 
to be stronger, because anytime somebody 
is looking for work and can’t find a job 
means we’ve got a problem. I want people 
to be able to put food on the table. That’s 
why it’s so important to have Members of 
Congress who understand the role of Gov-
ernment. It’s not to create wealth but an 
environment in which the small business 
can grow to be a big business, in which 

the entrepreneurial spirit of America can 
flourish. 

John understands that one way to create 
an environment in which there’s job growth 
is to understand how important taxes are 
in the equation for creating jobs. See, if 
you let people keep more of their own 
money, they’re likely to demand a good 
or a service. And when they demand a 
good or a service, somebody is likely to 
produce that good or a service. And when 
somebody produces the good or a service, 
somebody is more likely to find a job in 
America. Tax relief is good for small busi-
nesses. It’s good for consumers, and it’s 
good for job creation in America. 

Over the next 10 years, if these tax cuts 
are permanent, you’ll get $81 billion of 
your own money to spend. That means jobs 
for the American people—that’s what that 
means. And I want you to be wary. I’ve 
learned to decode some of the talk in 
Washington, DC. They say, ‘‘Let’s revisit 
the tax relief.’’ That means they’re fixing 
to get in your pocket. That’s what that 
means. [Laughter] John Shimkus and I un-
derstand, for the sake of jobs, for the sake 
of small-business growth, we need to make 
the tax cuts permanent. 

I appreciated his help on getting a trade 
bill through the Congress. Trade is good 
for this part of the State. Trade means peo-
ple are going to be able to find work. Trade 
means, when we’re selling those farm im-
plement products overseas, somebody is 
going to be likely to have a job in this 
part of the world. Trade is good for job 
creation in America, and John Shimkus un-
derstands that. 

Somebody told me Ray LaHood is here. 
I hope he is. He’s a fine Congressman from 
up the next district over. Where is Big Ray? 
There he is. He knows what I’m talking 
about. He understands what trade means. 
It also is good for your farmers and your 
ranchers. When you’re good at something, 
you want to be able to sell it. We’re really 
good at growing crops. We’re really good 
at raising cows and hogs and chickens, and 
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we need to be selling our food all across 
the world. And that’s what the trade bill 
will enable us to do. 

No, there’s a lot of things we can do 
together. One thing John did was join me 
in helping solve—we had a confidence 
problem. See, we were in recession, and 
then the enemy hit us, and that hurt. And 
then we had some of our citizens forget 
what it means to be responsible. They 
thought they could fudge the numbers on 
these corporate ledgers. They thought they 
could hide the truth. They thought it was 
okay not to—you know, not to be respon-
sible in their positions of authority. I pro-
posed a bill—John supported me strongly 
on it—that now says to those kinds of peo-
ple in America, ‘‘We’re going to hold you 
responsible; you need to be responsible to 
your employees and your shareholders.’’ 

No, there’s a lot of work we can do to 
make sure people get back to work. I’m 
not going to pay attention to the numbers; 
what I’m going to pay attention to is wheth-
er or not the human being is working. 
That’s what I care about. And so long as 
somebody is struggling for a job, you can 
rest assured we’re going to be doing every-
thing we can to grow our economy. 

John and I have worked together on 
some other key issues, one of which is to 
make sure every child gets educated. We 
passed a really good piece of legislation. 
I want to describe it to you right quick 
because it shows you his mind, his philos-
ophy. It says, we believe every child can 
learn. See, we believe we want to set high 
standards and high expectations. We’re 
going to challenge what I call the soft big-
otry of low expectations. And we also be-
lieve that the best way to achieve excel-
lence for every child is to pass power out 
of Washington and trust the local folks. We 
believe in local control of schools. 

But thanks to John’s hard work, among 
others, we were able to get $1.7 billion 
of Federal money for the Illinois schools, 
and that’s important. But also what’s impor-
tant is, for the first time, we’re asking the 

question whether or not the money is being 
well spent. It’s a fundamental change in 
attitude coming out of Washington, DC. 
See, we now believe every child can learn. 
Therefore, we want to know if every child 
is learning to read and write and add and 
subtract. For the first time, we’re saying, 
‘‘Why don’t you show us whether or not 
the schools are working? We want every 
child to learn. We can believe every child 
can learn, so show us.’’ And when we find 
success, we’ll praise the teachers. And I 
bet there are some teachers here, and we 
want to thank you for your hard work. But 
when we find children trapped in schools 
which won’t teach and which won’t change, 
for the good of Illinois, for the good of 
America, we’re going to demand something 
else happens, because no child should be 
left behind in America. 

There’s a lot of issues we can work on 
together. One of the big issues that we 
need to work on is to make sure the Medi-
care system works. Medicine has changed. 
Medicine is becoming modern. Technology 
is changing medicine. New discoveries are 
changing how we cure people. But Medi-
care is stuck in the past. See, medicine 
is changing for the better, and Medicare 
won’t change at all. Therefore, I need 
somebody in Congress like John Shimkus 
who will join me in modernizing Medicare, 
which means prescription drug benefits for 
our seniors. 

There’s a lot of things we can do, work-
ing together, to make sure that America 
is a better place for everybody. But I need 
him in the Congress as well to work on 
the biggest issue which we face, which is 
to protect you. Homeland security is the 
biggest issue that this next Congress and 
Presidents down the road will face. 

And the reason why I say that is because 
there’s still an enemy out there which hates 
America. They just are. They can’t stand— 
they cannot stand what we believe in. They 
hate the fact that we love freedom. We 
love the fact that in this great country you 
can worship an Almighty any way you see 
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fit. We love that. We love the fact we have 
free elections, we have a free press. We 
love every single aspect of freedom, and 
we’re not going to change. 

And so long as that enemy is out there 
threatening the homeland, we need to pro-
tect you. And we’ve got a lot of good peo-
ple working overtime to do so. We’ve got 
people at the Federal level and at the State 
level and at the local level, doing everything 
we can to run down any hint, any idea 
that somebody is thinking about hurting 
America—we’re chasing it down. We’re de-
nying. We’re disrupting. But I think we 
can do a better job on your behalf. And 
that’s why I went to the United States Con-
gress and asked them to join me in the 
creation of a new Department of Home-
land Security, so we can better coordinate 
all the activities that are taking place at 
the Federal level, so we can change cul-
ture, if need be, so that people know that 
the number one priority is your protection, 
so there’s no doubt in anybody’s mind who 
are working on your behalf that this is the 
most important job we have. 

Thanks to John and Members of the 
United States House of Representatives, we 
got a good bill. The problem is, it’s stuck 
in the United States Senate. It’s stuck be-
cause they want to take away power from 
the President, and here’s the power they 
want to take away. Presidents have had the 
ability, since John F. Kennedy was the 
President, to suspend collective bargaining 
rules in any Department of Government 
to make sure that when the national secu-
rity is at stake—to make sure that we’re 
able to do our job. See, I need to be able 
to move the right people to the right place 
at the right time to protect you. Certain 
work rules prevent that from happening, 
and the Senate wants to keep those work 
rules in place. 

To show you how shortsighted they are, 
as far as I’m concerned, I would have the 
ability to suspend certain rules in the De-
partment of Agriculture. Yet at a time of 
war, I would not have that ability for the 

Homeland Security Department, and that 
doesn’t make sense. And I’m here to tell 
you, I’m not going to accept a lousy bill 
out of the United States Senate. We can’t 
let the special interests of Washington pre-
vent us from doing what is necessary to 
protect the biggest interest we have, which 
is the American people. 

But the best way to secure the homeland 
is to chase these killers down one at a 
time and bring them to justice. And ther-
apy won’t work. [Laughter] And we’re mak-
ing progress. See, I asked our Congress 
to support me on the biggest increase in 
defense spending since Ronald Reagan was 
the President. I did so because anytime 
we put our troops into harm’s way, they 
deserve the best training, the best pay, and 
the best possible equipment. 

We’re also sending an important message 
to friend and foe alike: We’re in this deal 
for the long haul. There’s no quit in Amer-
ica when it comes to the defense of our 
freedom. We understand our obligations. 
We understand our duty to future genera-
tions of Americans. No matter how long 
it takes, no matter how long the—how 
much the cost, we will defend the freedoms 
of the United States of America. 

We’re making some pretty good progress. 
Slowly but surely, we’re hauling them in. 
See, this is a different kind of battle we 
face. In the old days, you could destroy 
airplanes and ships and tanks, and you 
know you’re making progress. These people 
don’t have that kind of equipment. They 
hide in caves. They send youngsters to their 
suicidal deaths. Therefore, it’s important to 
make sure that doctrine that says, ‘‘Either 
you’re with us, or you’re with the enemy,’’ 
still stands. And the doctrine still stands. 

We’ve hauled in a couple of thousand 
of them, and like number weren’t as lucky. 
In either case, in either category, they’re 
not a problem to the American people. 
We’re doing our job. 

It’s important for us to be realistic about 
the threats we face. Some would like to 
see the world the way they would hope 
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it would be. You can’t have that in your 
President or elected Members of Congress. 
You’ve got to see the world the way it 
really is. And after September the 11th, 
2001—after September the 11th, 2001, the 
world changed. It used to be that oceans 
could protect us from harm. We’re in a 
different world now. There’s a new reality 
that we have to deal with. Some may not 
like it, but you’ve got to deal with it in 
order to do the most solemn job you have, 
which is to protect the American people. 

The reason I brought up the threat from 
Iraq is because I understand the new reali-
ties. I see the world the way it is. Saddam 
Hussein is a threat to America. He’s a 
threat to our friends. He’s a man who said 
he wouldn’t have weapons of mass destruc-
tion, yet he has them. He’s a man that 
not only has weapons of mass destruction; 
he’s used them. He’s used them in his 
neighborhood; he’s used them on his own 
people. He can’t stand America. He can’t 
stand our friends and allies. 
[At this point, there was a disruption in 
the audience.] 

The President. He is a man who would 
likely team up with Al Qaida. He could 
provide the arsenal for one of these shad-
owy terrorist networks. He would love to 
use somebody else to attack us and not 
leave fingerprints behind. 

So I went to the United Nations to say 
to that august body, ‘‘Why don’t we join 
together and hold this man to account? 
Why don’t we hold him to his word? Why 
don’t you, instead of letting him defy you 
16 times, why don’t you hold Saddam Hus-
sein to account and disarm him?’’ The 
United Nations can show us whether it’s 
the United Nations or the League of Na-
tions—their choice to make. 

And Saddam Hussein now has a choice 
to make. He said he would disarm. He 
said he wouldn’t have weapons of mass de-
struction. Now the time is coming close 
where he must do what he says he should 
do—is going to do. But I’m going to tell 

you all something. And the Congress spoke 
with one voice, loud and clear, that if the 
United Nations cannot fulfill its duty, if 
it doesn’t have the backbone necessary to 
work together to keep the peace, and if 
Saddam Hussein will not disarm, in the 
name of peace and in the name of freedom, 
the United States will lead a coalition and 
disarm Saddam Hussein. 

I don’t know what was going through 
the mind of the enemy when they hit us. 
They must have thought the national reli-
gion of America was materialism. They 
must have thought we were so self-centered 
and so shallow and so self-absorbed that 
after the attacks of September the 11th, 
we might take a step back and file a lawsuit 
or two. [Laughter] They don’t understand 
our character. They don’t understand the 
nature of this country. They don’t under-
stand the fact that when somebody attacks 
us, when somebody tries to take away our 
freedom, that we’re going to react, that 
we’ll be strong and diligent and focused. 
They don’t understand that out of the evil 
done to America can come some great good 
because of the nature of our country. 

I want you to understand that my vision 
is one of peace. I want the world to be 
peaceful, and I strongly believe that by 
being tough when we need to be tough, 
compassionate when we need to be com-
passionate, strong when we need to be 
strong, that we can not only make America 
a more peaceful place, we can bring peace 
to the world. 

And here at home, we can be a better 
America. And that’s important, that while 
we work hard to make our country more 
secure and more safe, that we can be a 
better country. You’ve got to understand 
in this world, in America, people hurt; peo-
ple are lonely; people are addicted; people 
need help. John Shimkus and I and others 
in Congress will work to pass laws to help. 
But you’ve got to remember that Govern-
ment can hand out money, but it can’t put 
hope in people’s hearts or a sense of pur-
pose in people’s lives. Hurt can be healed 
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when a loving America puts their arm 
around somebody and says, ‘‘I love you. 
What can I do to help you?’’ If you want 
to join the war against evil, love your neigh-
bor like you’d like to be loved yourself. 

You can help in any kind of way. You 
can mentor a child. You can make sure 
your school system works well. You can 
feed the hungry. You can run a Boy Scout 
or Girl Scout troop. There’s all kinds of 
ways you can help. Today when I landed 
at your airport, I met the Swartz family, 
Larry, Linda, and Eric. They’re involved 
with the Special Olympics. Eric is an ath-
lete, and he’s a spokesman for the Special 
Olympics. Larry volunteers as an assistant 
swim coach. Linda helps with the bowling 
tournaments. There are all kinds of ways. 
And they’re here, by the way, with us. 
Where are the Swartzes? There they are. 
I’m honored you all are here. Thank you 
for coming. 

There’s all kinds of ways to help. You 
see, the spirit of America says that in order 
to be an American, you’ve got to serve 
something greater than yourself in life. Per-
haps the best example came on Flight 93. 
These are average citizens flying across the 
country. They learned the airplane they 
were on was going to be used as a weapon. 
They said goodbye to their loved ones. 

Remarks in St. Paul, Minnesota 
November 3, 2002 

The President. Thank you all. Glad I 
came. Norm said, ‘‘If you come back, we 
might have a few of my friends over to 
say hello.’’ [Laughter] 

I want you to know I understand that 
Minnesota is going through a traumatic 
time. After all, just 9 days ago, you lost 
a principled Senator, along with his wife 
and daughter and five other fellow Ameri-
cans. Paul Wellstone was respected by all 

They said a prayer. A guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ 
And they took the plane into the ground 
to serve something greater than themselves 
in life. 

The American spirit is strong and alive. 
The enemy had no idea who they were 
hitting. Out of the evil done to America, 
I promise you is going to happen, will be 
a more peaceful world. And out of the evil 
done to America will be a better country, 
a more hopeful country, a more optimistic 
country for every citizen who lives here, 
because this is the greatest nation, full of 
the most decent people on the face of the 
Earth. 

I’m honored you’re here. Thank you for 
coming. May God bless, and may God bless 
America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:50 a.m. at 
the Illinois Police Academy. In his remarks, 
he referred to Representative John Shimkus, 
candidate for reelection in Illinois’ 20th Con-
gressional District, and his wife, Karen; gu-
bernatorial candidate Jim Ryan; senatorial 
candidate Jim Durkin; former Illinois Gov-
ernor Jim Edgar and his wife, Brenda; Rep-
resentative Ray LaHood, candidate for re-
election in Illinois’ 18th Congressional Dis-
trict; and President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

who worked with him. He’ll be missed by 
all who knew him. 

Now a vote is coming on, in the middle 
of a State that is mourning. And even 
though your State is still in mourning, I’m 
here to remind people from all political 
parties that you have a duty to vote. In 
spite of the fact that people still mourn, 
Republicans and Democrats, independents, 
people who could care less about political 
parties, have an obligation in the land of 
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the free to go to the polls and exercise 
your right as an American. 

Now, once you get in that voting booth, 
I’ve got a suggestion. [Laughter] The best 
candidate for the future of Minnesota is 
your next United States Senator, Norm 
Coleman. The best choice for Governor of 
Minnesota, the best choice for the tax-
payers and the schoolchildren, is Tim 
Pawlenty. And the best choice in a con-
tested race in this part of the world, the 
best choice for United States Congress, is 
Mr. John Kline. 

It’s great for—great to be able to see 
Laurie Coleman today. She is working hard, 
along with Norm and their entire family. 
Proud to meet Mr. and Mrs. Coleman, too. 
Ms. Coleman said she’s a little nervous. 
[Laughter] I said, ‘‘Well, you watch and 
see what happens next Tuesday.’’ 

Norm married above himself, and so did 
I. [Laughter] Yesterday Laura was here. I 
want to thank you for such a warm recep-
tion she received. I don’t blame Norman 
for bringing her in coming down the 
stretch. After all, she’s done a fabulous job 
as our country’s First Lady. 

I’m proud to be up here with three fine 
Members of the United States Congress: 
Gil Gutknecht, Mark Kennedy, and Jim 
Ramstad. I appreciate their service to our 
country. I appreciate the fact that they’re 
friends. I appreciate the fact they’re willing 
to run. 

Most of all, I’m here to thank you all 
for what you have done and what you’re 
going to do. Many of you have been work-
ing hard over the last months, weeks, and 
days to support the Coleman candidacy. 
You’ve been putting up signs. You’ve been 
dialing the phones. You’ve been sending 
the brochures in the mail. Don’t stop. I 
will promise you this, when you go to your 
coffee shops or your community centers 
and urge your fellow Minnesota citizens to 
go to the polls, you can make a huge im-
pact on this election. You can decide who 
your next United States Senator and Gov-
ernor and Members of Congress will be. 

And when you go to those coffee shops 
and community centers, make sure you 
reach out to discerning Democrats and 
independent voters. There are a lot of good 
people who may not call themselves Re-
publicans, who’ve been impressed, like I 
have, with the nature of the campaign that 
Norm Coleman has run. There’s a lot of 
people who may not be Republicans, 
who’ve been impressed by the quality of 
service he gave to the citizens of St. Paul 
as the mayor of St. Paul. 

They know him like I know him, some-
body who’s willing to get rid of the stale, 
old, tired name-calling in politics, some-
body who’s not interested in pitting one 
group of people against another to get 
ahead, somebody who’s willing to work 
hard to bring people together for the com-
mon good. That’s the Norm Coleman I 
know. 

When he held office, he showed what 
he could do. He performed. He’s the kind 
of fellow who does in office what he says 
he’s going to do. That’s refreshing. After 
all, we are in the house that Norm built. 

He kept taxes down. He brought more 
than $3 billion of new development into 
St. Paul. He performed in office. He did 
so with class. He did so with the one thing 
in mind: how to benefit all the people of 
St. Paul. He understands that in order to 
create opportunity for all the citizens of 
this State, that the small-business owner 
and the entrepreneurs, the backbone of 
creativity and job growth, no matter where 
they are in this country—[applause]. 

Pat Boemer owns McGovern’s Pub and 
Restaurant just down the street from here. 
He knows firsthand how Norm worked with 
small-business owners to cut the regulations 
that oftentimes make it hard for people 
to expand and/or exist. Norm understands 
the role of small businesses. Because of 
Norm’s help, Pat was able to expand his 
restaurant, a project that employed 30 peo-
ple during the expansion and added 35 new 
permanent jobs. Pat—let me tell you what 
Pat said about Norm Coleman. I want you 
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to hear what one of your citizens said about 
this man. He said, ‘‘He’s a breath of fresh 
air.’’ And that’s the kind of fresh air we 
need in the United States Senate. 

Believe me when I say, we need fresh 
air in the United States Senate. The future 
of Minnesota rests with Norm Coleman. 
Not only do I like to promote somebody 
who is a good, honorable person; I’m look-
ing for an ally. [Laughter] I want somebody 
from this great State with whom I can 
work, somebody with whom we can work 
to help all the people. 

We’ve got some problems here in this 
country. See, our economy is kind of bump-
ing along. It’s not as strong as it should 
be. Anytime somebody is looking for a job 
and they can’t find work means we’ve got 
a problem. And I’m not going to rest until 
people can find work, until people who 
want to put food on the table are able 
to do so. 

But it’s important to have somebody 
from this State who understands the role 
of Government is not to create wealth, but 
the role of Government is to create an en-
vironment in which small businesses can 
grow to be big businesses, in which this 
entrepreneurial spirit is strong. 

There’s a fundamental difference of atti-
tudes in this race. See, Norm and I under-
stand this, that when a person has more 
money in their pocket, they’re likely to de-
mand an additional good or a service. And 
when they demand a good or a service 
in the marketplace, somebody is likely to 
produce the good or a service. And when 
somebody produces the good or a service, 
somebody is more likely to be able to find 
work. 

I need the United States Senator from 
Minnesota who not only supports tax relief, 
but is willing to stand with me to make 
tax relief permanent. 

Norm and I understand in Washington, 
when you hear them talking about the Gov-
ernment’s money, they don’t understand. 
See, we’re not talking about the Govern-
ment’s money in Washington. It’s important 

to have a Senator understand whose money 
it is. It’s your money. It’s the people’s 
money. 

I look forward to working with Norm 
on a lot of issues. We need to get a ter-
rorism insurance bill out that gets our hard-
hats working again. The terrorists hit us, 
and as a result, a lot of projects aren’t 
going forward because they can’t find insur-
ance. And therefore, a lot of hardhats aren’t 
working. We need to get somebody in the 
Senate with whom I can work to make 
sure we get us a terrorism insurance bill 
that rewards the hardhats of America, not 
the trial lawyers of America. 

I look forward to working with a Norm 
Coleman to make sure that Medicare 
works. See, we made a solemn promise to 
our seniors. The problem is, medicine has 
changed. It’s becoming modern. Medicare 
is stuck in the past. There’s a lot of new 
technologies that have helped health care 
become modern, new discoveries that have 
changed the nature of health care. But 
Medicare hasn’t changed. I look forward 
to working with Senator Norm Coleman 
to modernize Medicare, which means pre-
scription drugs for our seniors. 

And let me give you another reason I 
need to work with him in the Senate. One 
of my most solemn obligations is to name 
good people to Federal benches. The Sen-
ate has done a lousy job. There are too 
many of my nominees that have been 
stalled, and therefore, we have a vacancy 
crisis on the Federal benches in America. 
And that hurts you. It hurts our citizens 
who need to have access to justice. 

You see, they don’t like my judges. They 
don’t like the fact that I named good, hon-
orable people who will not use the bench 
from which to legislate but will use the 
bench to strictly interpret the Constitution. 
Norm and I understand we’ve got too many 
legislators in Washington. Let me say to 
you, we’ve got enough legislators in Wash-
ington. We need good, sound judges. I 
know I can count on his support when it 
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comes to making sure the judiciary is strong 
and capable and not have any vacancies. 

The biggest issue that Senator Coleman 
and I will be working on over the years 
is to protect you, is to protect the home-
land, is to keep America safe from an 
enemy which still lurks out there, an enemy 
which hates because of what we love. We 
love freedom. We love the idea that people 
can worship freely in America. We love 
the idea that people can speak their minds. 
We love a free press, and we’re not going 
to change. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. It’s important to be cold-
eyed realists about the world in which we 
live. We’re on alert now in America. We 
understand the battlefield has come home. 
There’s a lot of good people working on 
your behalf to deny the enemy. Anytime 
we get a hint, a scintilla of evidence, we’re 
moving on it. That’s our most important 
obligation. 

We’re doing it within the confines of the 
United States Constitution, but we’re mov-
ing. We’re disrupting. We’re making sure 
people cannot get to the American people. 
We’re doing everything we can. But I went 
to Congress because I think we can do 
more. And I asked them to join me in 
the creation of a Department of Homeland 
Security. I want a Department where I’ve 
got the ability to be able to turn to the 
American people and say, ‘‘I’ve got the 
tools necessary to protect you.’’ 

There’s over 100 agencies involved with 
homeland security. It seemed like to me 
they need to be coordinated better. They 
need to be under one umbrella so we can 
set priority and, if need be, change culture. 
And the House of Representatives, thanks 
to the Members up here, passed a good 
bill. 

It takes two Chambers to get the bill 
to my desk, however. The bill is stuck in 
the Senate. I want to explain to you why 
it’s stuck in the Senate. It’s stuck in the 
Senate because some Senators are trying 

to extract too high a price from the Presi-
dent. For 40 years, ever since John Ken-
nedy has been the President, the President 
has had the ability to suspend collective 
bargaining rules in any Department of the 
Federal Government when the national se-
curity is at stake. 

Let me tell you what that means. If a 
rule stands in the way of being able to 
better protect the homeland, I should be 
able to suspend that rule for national secu-
rity purposes. The Senate, because of spe-
cial interests in Washington, DC, refuses 
to—or are trying to strip me of that power. 
And if they were able to do so, I would 
have the ability to suspend some rules in, 
say, the Agricultural Department but not 
the Department of Homeland Security. 

We’re threat—we’re under threats from 
an enemy which hates us, and yet they’re 
trying to prevent me and future Presidents 
from being able to do the job. I need a 
Senator who will support me on homeland 
security. I refuse to accept a lousy bill from 
the U.S. Senate. 

But the fact is—the fact of the matter 
is, we’re going to do everything we can 
at home. But the best way to assure your 
freedom is to hunt these killers down, one 
person at a time, and bring them to justice. 
We’re making progress. 

First, I want to thank the Senate and 
the House for passing the largest increase 
in defense spending since Ronald Reagan 
was the President. I asked for that increase 
because I believe strongly, just like Norm 
Coleman believes strongly, that anytime we 
put our troops into harm’s way, they de-
serve the best pay, the best training, and 
the best possible equipment. 

And the other reason I asked for that 
increase is because I wanted to send a sig-
nal to friend and foe alike, that when it 
comes to the defense of our freedom and 
the defense of our homeland, we’re in this 
deal for the long haul. There’s not a cal-
endar on my desk that says, by such-and-
such a date, we’re quitting. That’s not how 
I think. That’s not how I know you think. 
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You see, we understand our obligations to 
future generations. That’s why I’m con-
tinuing to insist to people around the 
world: Either you’re with us, or you’re with 
the enemy. 

And we’re making progress. We’re mak-
ing progress, slowly but surely. We’re find-
ing them. We’re hunting them down. It’s 
a different kind of war, and it’s important 
for you to know that. In the old days, you’d 
knock out a couple of tanks or shoot down 
an airplane or two, you’re making progress. 
See, these folks, that’s not the way they 
are. They hide in caves or in dark corners 
of the world and send youngsters to their 
suicidal deaths. 

And so it’s a different kind of war. It 
requires this network of people moving 
around, getting them on the run. Fortu-
nately, we’ve got the finest military in the 
history of the world, and we’ve got them 
on the run, and we’re going to keep them 
on the run. 

Norm knows what I know: It doesn’t 
matter how long it takes; we have an obli-
gation. It’s important for us to be cold-
eyed realists about the world. It’s important 
to have a Senator and a President and peo-
ple in Washington, DC, who see the world 
really the way it is, not the way we wish 
it would be. 

And the world is changed after Sep-
tember the 11th. It’s changed because 
we’re no longer safe from potential threats 
overseas. It used to be that oceans could 
protect us. It used to be that we could 
sit back and say, ‘‘Well, we’re a protected 
continent because of two vast oceans.’’ We 
learned a tough lesson on September the 
11th. We’ve got to remember that lesson 
as we go down the road. We must take 
every threat to the United States seriously. 
We must take threats to our friends seri-
ously. 

And there’s a threat which looms in the 
form of Saddam Hussein. I want to remind 
you all that this is a man who for 11 years 
has said he wouldn’t have any weapons of 

mass destruction, and for 11 years, he’s de-
ceived the world. 

Audience member. Liar! 
The President. And we found out that— 

a while ago that he was close to having 
a nuclear weapon. We don’t know how 
close he is today. This is a man who not 
only has got chemical weapons; I want you 
to remind your friends and neighbors that 
he has used chemical weapons. He has 
used them in his neighborhood, and incred-
ibly enough, he has used them on his own 
people. 

This is a man who can’t stand America. 
He can’t stand what we believe in. This 
is a man who hates some of our closest 
friends in the Middle East. This is a man 
who has had contacts with Al Qaida. This 
is a man who poses a serious threat in 
many forms, but catch this form: He’s the 
kind of guy that would love nothing more 
than to train terrorists and provide arms 
to terrorists so they could attack his worst 
enemy and leave no fingerprints. This guy 
is a threat to the world. 

I went to the United Nations because 
I wanted to tell this body, this august body, 
that I expect you to do your duty. For 
16 resolutions, he’s defied you. I went and 
said, ‘‘In the name of peace, show yourself 
to be effective. We want you to be an ef-
fective United Nations, not an ineffective 
organization like the League of Nations.’’ 

My message was to that body, I said, 
‘‘Show some backbone. Disarm Saddam 
Hussein, just like he said he would do.’’ 
But for the sake of peace and for the sake 
of freedom, the sake of fulfilling our obliga-
tions to future generations, if the United 
Nations can’t act and won’t act and if Sad-
dam Hussein won’t do what he said he 
would do, which is disarm, we will lead 
a coalition of nations to disarm Saddam 
Hussein. 

I appreciate Norm Coleman’s position. 
I appreciate the fact that he’s a cold-eyed 
realist. I appreciate the fact that he sees 
the world the way it is, not the way we 
would hope it would be. 

2003 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00852 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.018 193761

Nov. 3 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

I want you to know this about America, 
that if we stay tough, we stay strong, we 
can achieve peace. We can achieve peace, 
not only for ourselves, but we can achieve 
peace in parts of the world which have 
quit on peace. We’re determined. We speak 
clearly. If we remember our values and re-
member that freedom is not an America’s 
gift to the world, it is a God gift to the 
world, we can achieve peace. 

I don’t know what was going through 
the mind of the enemy. They must have 
thought the national religion of America 
was materialism. Therefore, we’re selfish 
and self-absorbed. We’d take a couple of 
steps back after September the 11th, 
2001. * They probably said, ‘‘Oh, they’d file 
a lawsuit or two.’’ [Laughter] They don’t 
understand the nature of America. They 
don’t understand the American spirit. They 
don’t understand our soul. 

You see, out of the evil done to America 
is going to come some good. And part of 
that good is peace overseas, and part of 
that good here at home is a better tomor-
row, a better America. 

We must remember—and Norm under-
stands this; that’s why I’m passionate on 
his candidacy—he knows what I know, that 
amongst our plenty are people who hurt. 
There are people who are lonely, people 
addicted, people, when you say, ‘‘American 
Dream,’’ they say, ‘‘What does that mean? 
I have no idea what the American Dream 
means,’’ they say. Our attitude is, so long 
as any of us hurt, we all hurt, and there-
fore, Government must do everything it can 
to help. But Government is limited. See, 
it can hand out money, but it can’t put 
hope in people’s hearts or a sense of pur-
pose in people’s lives. That help—that hap-
pens when a fellow American puts their 
arm around somebody who’s crying and 
says, ‘‘I love you, brother. I love you, sister. 
What can I do to make your life a better 
life?’’ 

* White House correction. 

I met a guy today named John Ernston. 
He’s volunteered 13,000 hours for the Hen-
nepin County sheriff. He’s been on what 
they call water patrol. He is a person trying 
to make a difference in somebody’s life. 
He’s volunteering his time to make his 
community a better place. 

Talk about the American spirit, the 
American spirit says we’ll be tough when 
it comes to the defense of our freedom. 
But the American spirit also says the new 
patriotism for our country means we’ll serve 
something greater than ourself. The call to 
you so far as I’m concerned is: Help some-
body in need; mentor a child; feed the 
hungry; love the homeless. And you watch 
what happens when the great compassion 
of America comes forth. 

We can change this country one heart, 
one soul, one conscience at a time. No, 
the American spirit is alive and well in this 
country. The enemy hit us; they didn’t 
know who they were hitting. 

I’m reminded of the story of Flight 93. 
Flight 93 was—on that fateful day, we had 
citizens flying across the country. They 
learned the plane they were on was going 
to be used as a weapon. They said goodbye 
to their loved ones. History will show they 
said a prayer. A guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They 
took the plane into the ground to serve 
something greater than themselves. The 
spirit of this country is alive and well and 
strong. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. I believe—I believe firmly 
that out of the evil done to America is 
going to come some great good. I will bold-
ly predict that we can achieve the peace, 
and we can achieve a more hopeful tomor-
row for every citizen who lives in this coun-
try, because I understand America. We’re 
the finest nation, full of the greatest people 
on the face of this entire Earth. 

I’m honored you’re here. Work hard for 
Norm. May God bless you, and may God 
bless America. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 3:32 p.m. at 
the Xcel Energy Center. In his remarks, he 
referred to senatorial candidate Norm Cole-
man, his wife, Laurie, and his parents, Norm 
Sr. and Beverly Coleman; gubernatorial can-
didate Tim Pawlenty; John Kline, candidate 

for Minnesota’s Second Congressional Dis-
trict; and President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 
The President also referred to Senator Paul 
Wellstone of Minnesota, who died in the Oc-
tober 25 plane crash in Eveleth, MN. 

Remarks in Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
November 3, 2002 

The President. Thank you for that warm 
welcome. It just seems like the other day 
I was here in South Dakota. [Laughter] 
You know, your Governor is a good buddy 
of mine. He’s got pretty good judgment. 
He said, ‘‘If you think it was good in Aber-
deen, if you think the crowd was great in 
Aberdeen, if you think the enthusiasm was 
high in Aberdeen, wait until you get to 
Sioux Falls.’’ 

We did have a great crowd in Aberdeen; 
about 300 or 400 people couldn’t get in 
the hall. [Laughter] A lot of them came 
down from Aberdeen tonight to be at this 
rally, and I want to thank you all for com-
ing down. I want to thank you for your 
work. And right after I finish speaking, you 
get home and turn out the vote. 

Laura and I are here because the people 
of this important State have got some big 
decisions to make. You’ve got some deci-
sions to make that will affect not only your 
State but our Nation. You’ve got some deci-
sions that will make the future of this State 
and the future of our Nation different. And 
we’ve got some suggestions on what you 
ought to do when you get inside that voting 
booth. 

We believe it’s in the best interests of 
South Dakota and the best interests of 
America to elect John Thune to the United 
States Senate. 

Audience members. John Thune! John 
Thune! John Thune! 

The President. John is a wise man. He 
had Laura campaigning with him all day. 

And so the second reason I’ve come here 
is because I thought it would be wise to 
hook up with Laura the day before her 
birthday. 

[At this point, the audience sang ‘‘Happy 
Birthday.’’] 

The President. Honey, that’s your birth-
day gift. 

I’m also here because I’m seeking some 
allies, some people I can count on, some 
people who represent the good folks of this 
State. You’ve got a man running for the 
United States Congress who I call friend, 
because he is one, a man who understands 
this State well, a man who’s served with 
distinction as your Governor, a man who 
will be a great United States Congressman. 
I hope you work hard and put Bill Janklow 
in the House of Representatives. 

Audience members. We want Bill! We 
want Bill! We want Bill! 

The President. I one time in this State 
described him as a ‘‘piece of work’’— 
[laughter]—but he’s your piece of work. 

I’m also proud to be here with a man 
who will be good for the South Dakota 
taxpayers, the South Dakota schoolchildren, 
a man who’s going to do a great job as 
your Governor, Mr. Mike Rounds. 

Audience members. We like Mike! We 
like Mike! We like Mike! 

The President. I’m also here to thank 
you for what you have done on behalf of 
these candidates but, more importantly, 
what you’re going to do. See, over the next 

2005 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00854 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.018 193761

Nov. 3 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

2 days, they’re counting on you to turn 
out the vote. 

They’re counting on you starting tomor-
row morning when you go to your coffee 
shops—and they’ve got some coffee shops 
here in South Dakota, I’m certain of that— 
[laughter]—sit around those tables and re-
mind the people they have a duty in Amer-
ica to vote. You have an obligation as a 
citizen of this country to go to the polls. 
And as grassroots activists and as concerned 
citizens, remind them that with Thune and 
Janklow and Rounds, you’ve got some fine, 
fine people, that it’s in the interests of this 
State—and just don’t talk to Republicans, 
either. Run across an independent, they 
care about low taxes and good Government. 
And so do discerning Democrats. 

No, they’re counting on you. They’ve 
worked hard to earn your respect and your 
support, and you can make a difference 
come Tuesday. You can make a difference 
by getting people to the polls. You can 
make a difference by getting on those tele-
phones. Everybody counts in this election, 
and we’re counting on you to pull them 
across the finish line. 

No, we’re here because we want to, for 
this good State, to send people to Wash-
ington with whom I can work, people 
whose vote I can count on for the good 
of the country. But I’m also here because 
I believe in John Thune, the person. I be-
lieve in those South Dakota values which 
are deeply ingrained in his heart. I know 
how he was raised. He was raised by folks 
who loved him, and they brought some 
common sense to him. 

Most importantly, he’s never forgot 
where he came from. See, he was raised 
to believe in the value of family. He under-
stands the importance of family. He’s got 
a great family, Kimberley and Brittany and 
Larissa. When they came up to the White 
House to talk about making this race, John 
talked about his family with passion. See, 
he’s not one of these types that puts politics 
ahead of his family. He keeps his priorities 

straight. I like that in the future United 
States Senator. 

He was raised with that important South 
Dakota value that says education is impor-
tant. You believe that in this State, and 
he does in his heart. Thanks to his hard 
work, he helped secure $185 million com-
ing to the Federal schools this year—Fed-
eral money coming to your schools this 
year. 

But also thanks to his hard work and 
his belief in education, we worked together 
to pass a really fine piece of reform, edu-
cation reform. It says everybody can learn. 
It says we’ve got to raise the standards and 
raise the bar. It says we trust the people 
of South Dakota to chart the path for excel-
lence for the children who live in South 
Dakota; we believe in local control of 
schools. But it also says for the first time, 
in return for that money, show us whether 
or not our children can read and write and 
add and subtract. If you believe every child 
can read and write and add and subtract, 
you need to ask that question. And when 
you find children in schools that are learn-
ing, we’ll praise the teachers. But when 
you find children trapped in schools which 
will not teach and will not change, you 
need to demand something other than the 
status quo. No child should be left behind 
in the State of South Dakota. 

John Thune understands and was raised 
with the value that you’re supposed to keep 
your word. And we’ve given our word to 
the seniors in America that Medicare will 
work. And yet it’s not working, because 
medicine has changed, and Medicare 
hasn’t. Medicine is modern. Medicare is 
stuck in the past. I look forward to working 
with soon-to-be Senator John Thune to 
modernize Medicare, which means pre-
scription drugs for our seniors. 

John Thune was raised to understand the 
value of the land. He understands farmers. 
He understands ranchers. He understands 
for the farmer and rancher, every day is 
Earth Day. He understands—he was raised 
on the value of hard work and that if you 

2006 



e Aug 04 2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00855 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.018 193761

Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Nov. 3 

work hard, you should be able to get ahead 
in life. And that’s why he was one of the 
strong supporters of mine in the United 
States Congress to reduce the taxes on the 
working people. 

He knows what I know. He knows what 
I know, if people are having trouble finding 
work, the best way to increase jobs in 
America is to cut the taxes on the people 
who pay the bills. The more money you 
have in your pocket, the more you’re going 
to demand something. And when you de-
mand it, somebody is going to provide it, 
and when somebody provides it, somebody 
is more likely to find work. The tax relief 
came at the right time. And you better 
have you a United States Senator who is 
willing to join President Bush and make 
the tax cuts permanent. 

John also was raised by folks who said 
a person gets—has a grievance, they ought 
to have a fair chance in the courts, that 
justice is important in America. 

But the Senate is doing a lousy job with 
my Federal judicial nominees, to the point 
where there is a vacancy problem in Amer-
ica. Too many of our benches are—have 
got vacancies. Not enough of my Federal 
judges are getting through the United 
States Senate. They’re playing politics with 
the nominees. In some cases, they’re dis-
torting the records. They don’t like the fact 
that I’m naming good, honorable people 
whose job it is not to write law but to 
strictly interpret the United States Con-
stitution. 

There’s no question in my mind that 
when it comes to making sure our benches 
are full of good and decent people, I can 
count on the support of Senator John 
Thune. And there should be no question 
in your mind, the judges I name will rep-
resent the values of the majority of citizens 
from South Dakota. 

And finally, one of the values that I know 
John holds dear to his heart is the value 
that his World War II fighter pilot daddy 
taught him. And that is, sometimes you 
have to sacrifice for freedom; sometimes 

it’s important to serve something greater 
than yourself to secure the freedom. And 
that means in the 21st century that we’ve 
got to sacrifice here in America to protect 
ourselves. 

The most important responsibility John 
and I will have will be to work together 
to protect the homeland, to protect you 
from further attack, to prevent an enemy 
which hates America because we love free-
dom from hurting innocent life ever again. 

There’s a lot of good people working for 
you right now—the Federal level and the 
State level and the local level, a lot of really 
decent people are running down any hint. 
Anytime anybody kind of whispers that they 
may be thinking about doing something to 
America, you need to know we’re moving 
on it. We’re going to disrupt them and 
deny them any chance they have to hurt 
the American people. 

But in order to make our job go better— 
and, by the way, this isn’t just something 
that’s going to take place next year. We’ve 
been protecting the homeland for awhile. 
They’re out there, and it’s going to take 
awhile for us to rout them out. And there-
fore, I thought that it would be best to 
have a Department of Homeland Security 
so we could better coordinate the agencies 
involved with your protection, so we could 
change cultures if need be, so people got 
the message, their number one job in 
Washington is to protect you. 

And I got a good bill out of the House 
of Representatives, thanks to John Thune. 
However, it is stuck in the United States 
Senate. And let me describe to you why 
it’s stuck in the Senate. Because some Sen-
ators—— 

Audience member. Tom Daschle. 
The President. Some Senators—[laugh-

ter]—because some Senators are trying to 
take power away from the President—a 
power that every President has had since 
John F. Kennedy was the President. And 
that is the capacity to suspend collective 
bargaining rules in any Department of the 
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Federal Government when national security 
is at stake. 

In other words, if there are some work 
rules that stand in the way of us being 
able to protect the American people, for 
the sake of national security, I now have 
the right to suspend those rules for your 
protection. But because of special interests 
in Washington, some Senators are trying 
to take away this power. And I’m not going 
to let them. I refuse to stand for a lousy 
bill. 

But the best way to secure our homeland 
is to chase these killers down, one person 
at a time, and bring them to justice. It’s 
a different kind of war we fight. It’s impor-
tant for you to understand that. John un-
derstands that. You see, in the old days, 
if you destroyed tanks and airplanes, you 
knew you were making progress. These kill-
ers are hiding in caves. They send young-
sters to their suicidal deaths. The only way 
to deal with them is to treat them like 
they are, international criminals, and hunt 
them down, one person at a time. 

I went to the Congress and said, ‘‘Why 
don’t you give me a defense bill that shows 
our mettle, that speaks clearly about our 
intentions?’’ Thankfully, they did. They 
passed the largest increase since Ronald 
Reagan was the President. And here’s the 
message, the message that John Thune was 
taught by his daddy: Anytime you put our 
troops into harm’s way, they deserve the 
best pay, the best training, and the best 
possible equipment. 

And the other message is this: It doesn’t 
matter how long it takes to secure our free-
dom; it doesn’t matter how long it takes 
to secure the homeland, we’re staying the 
course. There’s no quit in America. There’s 
not a calendar on my desk that says on 
such-and-such a date, bring them home. 
That’s not how we think. That’s not the 
lesson that John Thune learned from his 
dad or I learned from my dad or any of 
us learned from previous generations of 
people who sacrificed for our freedom. 

No, we’ve been called into action, and 
we’re making progress. Slowly but surely, 
we’re dismantling the terrorist network 
which attacked America. Slowly but surely, 
we’re hauling them in. See, that doctrine 
that says, ‘‘Either you’re with us, or you’re 
with the enemy,’’ it still stands. And there’s 
a lot of people joining us in this inter-
national manhunt to bring them to justice. 

What’s important for us as we work to 
secure the homeland is to remember the 
stakes have changed. After September the 
11th, the world changed. It changed for 
a lot of reasons. Perhaps the most profound 
reason, from a foreign policy perspective 
or from a homeland security perspective, 
is that we’re no longer protected by two 
big oceans. Used to be if there was a threat 
overseas, we could deal with it if we chose 
to do so, but we didn’t have to worry about 
something happening here at home. It used 
to be oceans could protect us from conflict 
and from threats. But that’s changed, and 
it’s important to have people in the Senate 
who are clear-eyed realists. It’s important 
to have people who see the world the way 
it is, not the way we hope it is. And the 
world is a dangerous place, particularly with 
people like Saddam Hussein in power. 

Saddam Hussein is a man who told the 
world he wouldn’t have weapons of mass 
destruction, but he’s got them. He’s a man 
a while ago who was close to having a 
nuclear weapon. Imagine if this madman 
had a nuclear weapon. It’s a man who not 
only has chemical weapons, but he’s used 
chemical weapons. He’s used chemical 
weapons against some of his neighbors. He 
used chemical weapons, incredibly enough, 
against his own people. He can’t stand 
America. He can’t stand some of our clos-
est friends. 

And not only that, he is—would like 
nothing better than to hook up with one 
of these shadowy terrorist networks like Al 
Qaida, provide some weapons and training 
to them, let them come and do his dirty 
work, and we wouldn’t be able to see his 
fingerprints on his action. 
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No, he’s a threat. And that’s why I went 
to the United Nations. I went to the United 
Nations because—I said to that august 
body, ‘‘You need to hold this man to ac-
count. For 11 years, in resolution after res-
olution after resolution, he’s defied you. 
For the sake of keeping the peace, we want 
you to be effective. For the sake of keeping 
the world free, we want you to be an effec-
tive body. It’s up to you, however. You 
can show the world whether you’ve got the 
backbone necessary to enforce your edicts 
or whether you’re going to turn out to be 
just like the League of Nations—your 
choice to make.’’ 

And my message to Saddam Hussein is 
that, for the sake of peace, for the sake 
of freedom, you must disarm like you said 
you would do. But my message to you all 
and to the country is this: For the sake 
of our future freedoms and for the sake 
of world peace, if the United Nations can’t 
act and if Saddam Hussein won’t act, the 
United States will lead a coalition of nations 
to disarm Saddam Hussein. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. And that’s the lesson John 
learned from his daddy, that this country 
sometimes must act and act decisively in 
the name of freedom and peace in order 
to keep the peace, that when we see a 
gathering threat, we shouldn’t shirk our 
duty and responsibility, but we must deal 
with it. 

I want you to know that out of the evil 
done to America is going to come some 
great good. I truly believe that. I believe 
by being firm and strong, we can keep the 
peace. I know that if we remember our 
values, remember that freedom is not 
America’s gift to the world; freedom is a 
God-given gift to the world—if we remem-
ber that values—we remember our unique-
ness and the values we hold dear, we can 
bring peace, and that’s going to happen. 

And here at home, we’ll have a better 
America too—a better America. Out of the 
evil done to this country is going to come 

a society which is more hopeful. See, you 
and I know that amongst our plenty, there 
are people who hurt. There are people who 
are hopeless, addicted, people who wonder 
if there is such a thing as love, people 
when you say, ‘‘Gosh, the American Dream 
applies to you,’’ they don’t have any idea 
what you’re talking about. My attitude is— 
and I know John shares this with me— 
anytime any of hurt, we all hurt. Anytime 
somebody suffers, society suffers. 

And Government can help. We’ll work 
on Medicare and health issues and edu-
cation issues. But we’ve got to remember 
the limitations of Government. While Gov-
ernment can hand out money, it can’t put 
hope in people’s hearts; it can’t put a sense 
of purpose in people’s lives. 

The best way to help people who hurt 
is to encourage our fellow American to put 
their arm around somebody in need and 
say, ‘‘I love you, brother. I love you, sister.’’ 
We can help in all kinds of ways. 

Today Rick Huffman came out to the 
airport. Rick, stand up. I know—[applause]. 
I appreciate you coming. Let me tell you 
why I’m introducing Rick, because he un-
derstands society can change one heart, one 
soul, one conscience at a time. See, Rick 
is a mentor with Big Brothers and Big Sis-
ters right here in Sioux Falls. Rick is doing 
his part. Rick is—and there’s his little 
brother. Yes, sir. There is a young man 
who is headed for college. I can see it, 
as sure as I’m standing here. Rick is going 
to help him work hard, and he’s going to 
go to college and realize the greatness of 
this country. 

And Rick is what I’m talking about. See, 
all of us can be a soldier in the army of 
compassion here in America. Many of you 
are, and I want to thank you for what 
you’re doing. 

No, out of the evil done to this country 
is going to come some great good. And 
the American spirit is strong and alive. It’s 
a spirit that says, when it comes to the 
defense of our freedoms, we’ll defend 
them. It also says that being a patriot 
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means you serve something greater than 
yourself. 

Flight 93 comes to mind when I’m think-
ing about the American spirit. Citizens 
were flying across the country on that fate-
ful day. They heard the airplane was going 
to be used as a weapon. They realized this 
plane was going to crash into the ground 
and kill. They told their loved ones good-
bye. They said a prayer. A guy said, ‘‘Let’s 
roll.’’ They took the plane into the ground 
to serve something greater than themselves 
in life. The American spirit is strong and 
alive in America today. 

It is alive and well because of values 
such as those South Dakota values. It is 
alive and well. It allows me to boldly pre-
dict that out of the evil done to America 

will come peace in the world and a better, 
more hopeful America here at home. 

And I can say that with certainty, be-
cause this is the greatest nation, full of 
the finest people on the face of this Earth. 
I’m honored you’d be here tonight. Thank 
you for supporting John. May God bless 
you, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:25 p.m. at 
the Sioux Falls Convention Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Representative John R. 
Thune, senatorial candidate, his wife, Kim-
berley, and their daughters, Brittany and 
Larissa; Gov. Bill Janklow of South Dakota, 
candidate for Representative At Large from 
South Dakota; gubernatorial candidate Mike 
Rounds; and President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq. 

Statement on Signing the 21st Century Department of Justice 
Appropriations Authorization Act 
November 2, 2002 

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2215, 
entitled the ‘‘21st Century Department of 
Justice Appropriations Authorization Act.’’ 
The Act grants and amends statutory au-
thorities relating to Federal law enforce-
ment activities and authorizes appropria-
tions for the Department of Justice. 

Section 202 of the Act adds a new sec-
tion 530D to title 28, United States Code, 
that purports to impose on the executive 
branch substantial obligations for reporting 
to the Congress activities of the Depart-
ment of Justice involving challenges to or 
nonenforcement of law that conflicts with 
the Constitution. The executive branch 
shall construe section 530D of title 28, and 
related provisions in section 202 of the Act, 
in a manner consistent with the constitu-
tional authorities of the President to super-
vise the unitary executive branch and to 
withhold information the disclosure of 
which could impair foreign relations, the 

national security, the deliberative processes 
of the Executive, or the performance of 
the Executive’s constitutional duties. To im-
plement section 202(b)(3) of the Act, the 
Attorney General, on my behalf, shall ad-
vise the heads of executive agencies of the 
enactment of section 202 and of this direc-
tion concerning construction of that section 
and section 530D of title 28. Furthermore, 
section 202(a) requires that the President 
report to the Congress the issuance of any 
‘‘unclassified Executive Order or similar 
memorandum or order’’ that establishes or 
implements a policy of intra-circuit non-
acquiescence or of refraining from enforc-
ing, applying, or administering a Federal 
statute, rule, regulation, program, or policy 
on the ground that it is unconstitutional. 
Based upon the text and structure of this 
section, the executive branch shall construe 
this reporting obligation to cover only un-
classified orders in writing that are officially 
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promulgated and are not included in the 
reports of the Attorney General or other 
Federal officers to whom this section ap-
plies. 

Section 205(b) of the Act amends section 
1913 of title 18, United States Code, relat-
ing to use of Federal appropriated funds 
for certain advocacy activities. Section 1913, 
as amended, does not prohibit the making 
of any communication whose prohibition by 
section 1913 ‘‘might, in the opinion of the 
Attorney General, violate the Constitution 
or interfere with the conduct of foreign 
policy, counter-intelligence, intelligence, or 
national security activities.’’ This provision 
will accordingly be interpreted to avoid ap-
plications that might violate the Constitu-
tion or interfere with foreign policy and 
other functions. Further, the executive 
branch shall construe section 1913 as 
amended in a manner consistent with the 
President’s constitutional authority to con-
duct the Nation’s foreign affairs, to super-
vise the unitary executive branch, and to 
recommend to the consideration of the 
Congress such measures as the President 
shall judge necessary and expedient. Fi-
nally, section 1913 states that ‘‘violations 
of this section shall constitute violations of 
section 1352(a) of title 31.’’ The only rea-
sonable construction of this statutory lan-
guage is that it makes applicable the pen-
alties set forth in section 1352(a) to viola-
tions of section 1913, and the executive 
branch shall construe this provision accord-
ingly. 

Provisions in the Act, including sections 
207(d), 309, and 11025(a), purport to re-
quire executive branch officials to submit 
to the Congress plans for internal executive 
branch activities or recommendations relat-
ing to legislation. The executive branch 
shall construe such provisions in a manner 
consistent with the President’s constitu-
tional authorities to supervise the unitary 
executive branch and to recommend for the 
consideration of the Congress such meas-
ures as the President judges necessary and 
expedient. 

Section 402 of the Act adds sections 2002 
and 2004 to the Omnibus Crime Control 
and Safe Streets Act of 1968, which purport 
to give ‘‘final authority’’ to a subordinate 
of the Attorney General over certain grants, 
cooperative agreements, and contracts 
awarded by the subordinate’s office and to 
allow the Attorney General to act on behalf 
of the President to give the subordinate 
a role representing the U.S. Government 
at the United Nations and other inter-
national fora. The executive branch shall 
construe sections 2002 and 2004 in a man-
ner consistent with the President’s constitu-
tional authorities to supervise the unitary 
executive branch and to conduct the Na-
tion’s foreign affairs and, subject to those 
authorities, with the Secretary of State’s au-
thority pursuant to 22 U.S.C. section 2672. 

Section 2301(c) of the Act requires the 
Attorney General to ‘‘devise a plan to im-
plement recommendations of the General 
Accounting Office to’’ accomplish goals 
specified in the statute. Consistent with the 
principles enunciated by the U.S. Supreme 
Court in 1983 in INS v. Chadha, the execu-
tive branch shall construe section 2301(c) 
as referring only to recommendations of the 
GAO in existence at the time of enactment 
of the Act and as requiring the devising 
of a plan and submission of a report on 
the plan, but not implementation of the 
plan. 

Section 2303(b) purports to give the 
Comptroller General, a legislative agent, a 
right of access to all relevant documents 
and information that the Comptroller Gen-
eral deems necessary in conducting a study 
required by the Act. The executive branch 
shall construe section 2303(b) in a manner 
consistent with the constitutional authorities 
of the President to supervise the unitary 
executive branch and to withhold informa-
tion the disclosure of which could impair 
foreign relations, the national security, the 
deliberative processes of the Executive, or 
the performance of the Executive’s con-
stitutional duties. 
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Section 2504 purports to require the At-
torney General to conduct a prosecutor ex-
change program with a foreign country. 
The executive branch shall construe section 
2504 in a manner consistent with the Presi-
dent’s constitutional authorities to conduct 
the Nation’s foreign affairs, participate in 
international negotiations, and supervise the 
unitary executive branch. 

Section 11015 of the Act purports to give 
U.S. Attorneys in certain circumstances ‘‘ex-
clusive authority’’ to select an annuity 
broker for structured settlement purposes. 
The executive branch shall construe this 
section in a manner consistent with the 
President’s constitutional authority to su-
pervise the unitary executive branch. 

Section 11026(c) of the Act purports to 
require all Federal law enforcement agen-
cies to comply with requests from the Gen-
eral Accounting Office for certain informa-

Remarks in Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
November 4, 2002 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thank you all. So I couldn’t think of a 
better place to roll over in my bed and— 
[laughter]—and say to Laura, ‘‘Happy 
birthday.’’ Cedar Rapids, Iowa, is a great 
place. I want to thank you all for coming. 
Old Jim Leach said, ‘‘If you come by, we 
may be able to get a couple of our friends 
over early in the morning before election 
day.’’ I said, ‘‘All right, I’ll come.’’ [Laugh-
ter] He’s always understated things. 
[Laughter] 

I really do appreciate coming out so early 
in the morning. It shows your concern for 
our democracy. Laura and I are working 
our way home. I’ll be voting in Crawford, 
Texas, tomorrow morning, and so will she. 
I’m not undecided. [Laughter] And I’m not 
undecided about what’s best for Iowa, ei-
ther. I’m here to urge the good folks of 
Iowa from all political parties to vote. See, 

tion in the course of GAO preparation of 
a report on crime statistics. The executive 
branch shall construe section 11026(c) in 
a manner consistent with the constitutional 
authorities of the President to supervise the 
unitary executive branch and to withhold 
information the disclosure of which could 
impair foreign relations, the national secu-
rity, the deliberative processes of the Exec-
utive, or the performance of the Executive’s 
constitutional duties. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
November 2, 2002. 

NOTE: H.R. 2215, approved November 2, 
was assigned Public Law No. 107–273. This 
statement was released by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on November 4. 

we have a duty as Americans to support 
our democracy. We have an obligation as 
citizens of this free land to exercise our 
right to express ourselves in the voting 
booths. We have that obligation. I don’t 
care whether you’re a Republican or a 
Democrat or could care less about political 
party, you have an obligation to America. 
Part of the American spirit is the participa-
tion by our citizens. 

But when you get in that voting booth 
here in Iowa, I’ve got some suggestions for 
you. Jim Leach is the right man for the 
United States Congress. Doug Gross is the 
right man to be your Governor. Greg 
Ganske is the right man to represent you 
in the United States Senate. 

We’ve got two other candidates—three 
other candidates here today, running for 
Congress, a good man named Jim Nussle, 
Tom Latham and Stan Thompson. They’re 
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all running, and they’re good folks, good, 
honorable folks. 

So I want to thank you all for coming. 
I particularly want to say thanks to the sen-
ior Senator from Iowa, Mr. Chuck Grassley. 
I remember traveling the State with Chuck. 
He knows everybody. [Laughter] We’re 
driving along, he says, ‘‘That’s where the 
old Jones house is.’’ He said, ‘‘I shook their 
hand 10 years ago.’’ [Laughter] He not only 
does a great job here in Iowa; he does 
a fantastic job in Washington, DC. And 
it makes sense to send another Senator up 
there with whom he can work and with 
whom I can work, and that Senator is Greg 
Ganske. 

Ganske is leading a lot of issues. He’s 
leading on these medical issues that are 
going to make a big difference in people’s 
lives. He’s for Patients’ Bill of Rights. He’s 
for modernizing Medicare. He wants to 
make sure the Iowa seniors are treated fair-
ly. He’s a doctor. He’s a compassionate 
soul. He’s the kind of person with whom 
I can work. And there’s a lot of issues I 
need to work on in the United States Sen-
ate. 

Perhaps one of the most crucial issues 
is the judiciary. It’s a defining issue, as 
far as I’m concerned. It’s a fundamental 
issue, and we’ve got a problem because the 
leadership in the Senate has done a lousy 
job with my nominees. And the problem 
is, there’s a vacancy gap in America. 
There’s a problem on the bench. We can’t 
get our nominees through the Senate. 
They’re playing needless politics with them. 
And in some cases, they’re distorting their 
records. They don’t like my nominees be-
cause I’m putting good, honorable people 
up there who will not use the bench from 
which to legislate but will use the bench 
to strictly interpret the United States Con-
stitution. 

I know I can count on Greg, just like 
I’ve been counting on Chuck Grassley’s 
support. I hope you send him to the Sen-
ate. It’s in the best interest of this State; 
it’s in the best interest of our country that 

Greg Ganske represent us in Washington, 
DC. 

Congressional District 1 is represented 
by Jim Nussle. He’s the chairman of the 
Budget Committee. I can’t imagine any-
body in their right mind getting rid of a 
chairman. It doesn’t make any sense. 
Maybe I’m missing something when some 
Iowa citizens say it makes sense to get rid 
of powerful chairmen. That’s not the poli-
tics I remember. It seems like to me that 
when you’ve got somebody in an important 
position that could help their district and 
help their State, you want to keep them 
there, particularly somebody like Nussle, 
who is doing a fantastic job. 

See, Jim and I understand this. We’re 
not spending the Government’s money in 
Washington, DC. As the chairman of the 
Budget Committee, it’s important to have 
somebody who understands, it’s the peo-
ple’s money we spend. And we better have 
people watch the people’s money. Nussle 
is a good man who deserves to be reelected 
to the United States Congress. 

And then there’s Tom Latham, out of 
the Fourth Congressional District. I know 
him well. I’ve worked closely with him on 
a lot key issues related to the citizens of 
Iowa. He’s been strong about making sure 
our communities are drug-free and are safe. 
He understands that, like the other Mem-
bers up here, we got to work together to 
keep the commitments of Social Security. 
He’s the right man for Congressional Dis-
trict 4. He’s done a fantastic job in the 
past. There’s no doubt in my mind he’ll 
continue that tradition of excellence. Tom 
Latham deserves to be reelected to the 
United States Congress. 

Stan Thompson is running from the 
Third. He’s with us today. Stan is a good, 
young, bright star of the Republican Party. 
He’s got him an uphill climb. He’s got a 
tough race. I walked on the stage; he 
looked me right in the eye; and he said, 
‘‘Mr. President, if we turn out the vote, 
I’m going to the United States Congress.’’ 
And I appreciate you being here, Stan. I’m 
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honored that you’re here. I appreciate the 
fact that you’re running. And I’m going to 
take you for—your word for it. I look for-
ward to working with you. 

And then from the Fifth Congressional 
District is Steve King, State Senator Steve 
King. Nothing—you can’t take anything for 
granted in politics, but I’ll bet—well, I 
shouldn’t bet anything. [Laughter] I’m look-
ing forward—let me put it to you this way: 
I’m looking forward to working with the 
man in the United States Congress. He’s 
run a great campaign. I appreciate him 
coming. 

One thing I certainly know something 
about is what it takes to be a good Gov-
ernor. I understand the role of Governor 
in a State. The Governor must set some 
priorities. You can’t try to be all things to 
all people—can’t try to promise everybody 
everything with the people’s money; other-
wise, you can’t control your budget. You 
got to have the courage to set priority. 
Doug Gross knows how to do that. He 
understands how to set clear priorities so 
that your money isn’t wasted, so that your 
money is focused, so you don’t have these 
kind of endless budget crises that you try 
to blame on somebody else. You need 
somebody who can manage the budget as 
your Governor. 

You also got to have somebody who will 
set education as the number one priority. 
Iowa’s got a good reputation in its schools. 
Better make sure you got a Governor who 
keeps that reputation strong by challenging 
the status quo when it needs to be chal-
lenged, by praising teachers when you find 
excellence. But demanding excellence for 
every single child in Iowa is absolutely es-
sential with your next Governor. You’ve got 
to have a Governor who is not beholden 
to the special interests that tend to capture 
the statehouses. You’ve got to have a Gov-
ernor, when it comes to education, who’s 
got one interest in mind. And that’s the 
schoolchildren and their parents of the 
State of Iowa. And that person is Doug 
Gross. He’ll make you a fine Governor for 

the State of Iowa. I look forward to work-
ing with him. 

No, I appreciate all the grassroots activ-
ists who are here, the party chairman, 
Chuck, and all the people who are working 
hard to turn out the vote, all the people 
who are manning the phones and putting 
up the signs. See, these elections, they’re 
kind of tight. And a tight election means 
you can have a tremendous influence on 
who wins. So Laura and I are here today 
to thank you for what you have done, and 
more importantly, thank you for what 
you’re going to do, today and tomorrow, 
to get people to the polls, to turn them 
out, to not only encourage them to vote 
but encourage them to vote for the right 
person. 

And don’t be afraid to—talking to Demo-
crats. There’s some discerning Democrats 
who know the difference between lousy 
Government and good Government, and 
they want good Government. Make sure 
you find those independent souls who are 
looking for good, honorable people. 

And there’s nobody more honorable in 
this race than Jim Leach. He’s a breath 
of fresh air in Washington, DC. He’s so 
honest, he squeaks. [Laughter] He’s an 
independent thinker. But when he thinks, 
he’s profound in thought. He’s not the typ-
ical person that you think would be in poli-
tics. I can’t imagine anybody in their right 
mind in Congressional District 2 putting 
this man out of office. I don’t understand 
the thinking. Not only do I not understand 
the thinking about why you would turn 
back somebody who is full of integrity and 
decency and courage of his convictions but 
also turn back another chairman. This man 
has worked hard in the Congress to build 
up—put himself in a position where he can 
influence policy in a positive way. He’s the 
kind of man you want representing you in 
Congress because you can turn to your kids 
and say, ‘‘I’m proud of Jim Leach. I’m 
proud of how he handles himself.’’ 
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And so I hope you go turn out that vote 
in this Congressional District 2. It’s impor-
tant. And when he wins, you can take great 
satisfaction in knowing you had a big hand 
in influencing the outcome of this election. 

And there’s some reasons why I’m here. 
I want some allies in Congress to work 
with on key issues. Not only am I here 
because I understand the character of the 
people that are represented on this stage, 
but we’ve got some key issues ahead of 
us. Of course, we’ve got a—our economy 
is kind of bumping along. It’s not as strong 
as it should be. It’s bumping and bumping. 
And therefore, some people can’t find 
work, and when they can’t find work, it 
says to me we got a problem. The best 
way to help people find work—and this 
is a fundamental difference of philosophy— 
is to let people keep more of their own 
money. 

See, when you have more money in your 
pocket, when more of your own money— 
I want you to remember this fundamental 
economic fact, that when you’ve got more 
money in your own pocket, you’re likely 
to demand a good or a service. And when 
you demand a good or a service, somebody 
is likely to produce that good or a service. 
And when somebody produces the good or 
a service, somebody in Iowa or somebody 
around America is more likely to find work. 
The best way to encourage job growth is 
to let you keep your own money. And 
therefore, I need people in the Senate and 
the House of Representatives who will 
make the tax cuts permanent. 

I don’t know what they’re saying here 
in these campaigns, but I’m beginning to 
hear that echo around the country that 
says, ‘‘Well, we might ought to revisit the 
tax relief.’’ That’s code word; that’s Wash-
ington, DC, speak for, ‘‘I’m fixing to get 
back into your pocket.’’ The worst thing 
for economic vitality and jobs is to increase 
your taxes. And these Members up here 
on the stage are going to work with me 
to make sure that the tax relief is perma-
nent and real, and you can plan on it. 

Good economic policy means good farm 
policy. And I look forward to working with 
these Members on good farm policy. We 
took a step toward good farm policy by 
opening up markets for Iowa growers. Iowa 
farmers are the best in the world. They’re 
the most productive in the world. And if 
you’re the best in the world, you want to 
have a chance to sell your product all 
around the world. And I want to thank 
these Members up here, all the Members 
of Congress—and Ganske, soon to be in 
the Senate; of course, Chuck Grassley— 
for joining together to grant the President 
the capacity to open up markets for Iowa 
farmers. It’s important to do that. 

It’s also important to continue to pro-
mote ethanol, which I will do, and work 
with these Members to promote ethanol. 
And there’s another cutting-edge issue 
when it comes to farmers, people who own 
the land, and that’s the death tax. See, peo-
ple talking about the family farm—a lot 
of people have to give up their farms pre-
maturely in order to pay the Government 
twice. First pay them if they ever make 
any money. Then they pay them on the 
value of their assets when they die. It’s 
bad for farmers. It’s bad for the agriculture 
community. The death tax is running too 
many people off their farms too early. The 
death tax is bad for small-business owners 
who want to leave their assets to somebody 
they choose, not to the Federal Govern-
ment. A key issue in this campaign is, are 
we going to get rid of the death tax once 
and for all? I’m for it. These Members 
are for it, and you should be for it. 

I’m looking forward to working with 
these folks on good education policy. 
Thanks to the Members up here, we’re 
sending a record amount of Federal money 
back to Iowa schools. And I want to thank 
them for that help. I want to thank Leach 
and Nussle and Latham and Greg Ganske 
and Chuck Grassley for working hard on 
behalf of the citizens of this State. But I 
want you to remember, for the first time 
in our State’s history—our country’s history 
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and your State’s history—we’re saying, ‘‘We 
want something in return for the money.’’ 
See, we’re going to challenge the soft big-
otry of low expectations. We believe every 
child can learn. We’re going to set high 
standards. We believe in local control of 
schools. But in return for excess—addi-
tional Federal money, we want us to—we 
want you to show us and to show everybody 
else whether or not every child in this State 
is learning. And when they are, we’ll praise 
the teachers. But we refuse to accept 
schools which won’t teach and won’t 
change. No child should be left behind in 
the State of Iowa. 

I look forward to working with these 
Members for good health policy. Make no 
mistake about it, they’re leading the charge 
in the House of Representatives and in the 
Senate to make sure that the Medicare sys-
tem works. Oh, the others talk a good 
game, but they haven’t delivered. The 
House of Representatives, controlled—led 
by Denny Hastert, passed a prescription 
drug benefit, and yet it can’t get out of 
the Senate. There’s a lot of good talkers 
in Washington. We need doers. 

The Medicare issue is an important issue. 
It’s an important issue for Iowa for two 
reasons: One, the formulas need to be fair 
for the Iowa citizens, and these Members 
are working to make the formulas fair; and 
secondly, medicine has changed. Medicine 
is modern. Things have changed in the 
medical world. Technology has changed. 
There’s new discoveries which make it easi-
er for people to become healthy. And yet, 
Medicare is stuck in the past. Medicare 
hasn’t changed. It’s been so politically driv-
en, nothing can get done. These Members 
can get it unstuck. They can help me mod-
ernize Medicare, which means prescription 
drug benefits for our senior citizens. 

And finally, I look forward to working 
with these Members, and it’s—up there on 
the biggest issue we face, which is your 
protection. See, that’s the number one 
issue. So long as there’s an enemy out there 
lurking around, our biggest responsibility is 

to protect our homeland; it’s to do every-
thing we can to protect innocent life from 
nothing but a bunch of coldblooded killers, 
people who hate us because of what we 
love. See, we love freedom. We love the 
idea that people can worship freely in 
America. We love the fact people can speak 
their mind. We love a free press. We love 
every aspect about freedom, and we’re not 
changing. 

They’re out there, and they’re out there 
moving around. But we got the message, 
and therefore, there’s a lot of good people 
working hard to protect you. Anytime we 
get any lead, any hint of evidence that 
somebody might be thinking about doing 
something, we’re moving on it. We’re dis-
rupting. We’re denying. We’re working long 
hours to protect the American people. And 
that’s the way it should be. 

But we can do a better job. That’s why 
I asked the Congress to join me in the 
creation of the Department of Homeland 
Security, where we can get all the—bunch 
up these people that are involved with your 
protection into one agency, so there’s one 
culture, one priority, and that’s your protec-
tion; so that the good people at the Federal 
level understand what the new rules are— 
the rules of the game in our world. And 
the rules are, we got to do everything we 
can to protect you. It’s changed. The nature 
of our life has changed, and we’ve got to 
change with it. 

The House of Representatives, thanks to 
the Members up here, voted a good piece 
of legislation out, which I can say will give 
me the capacity to be able to manage this 
organization and protect you. The bill is 
stuck in the Senate because the Senate 
wants me to give up power that Presidents 
have had for 40 years. And that power is 
the capacity for a President to suspend 
some collective bargaining rules for the 
sake of national security. 

In other words, if there are rules in-
volved that prevent me from putting the 
right people at the right place at the right 
time for your protection, I ought to be 
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able to suspend those rules. I ought to be 
able to do what it takes to protect you. 
But the Senate has a lousy version. They’re 
more interested in special interests, which 
dominate the dialog in Washington, DC, 
than they are in protecting the American 
people. I refuse to accept a lousy bill, and 
I need Senators like Grassley and Ganske 
to support the creation of a Department 
of Homeland Security which will work. 

Now, there’s a good, honest debate on 
this issue. But we can’t have a big, thick 
of bureaucratic rules preventing this Presi-
dent and future Presidents from doing 
whatever it takes to keep the homeland 
secure. The best way to secure this home-
land is to stay on the hunt, to get this 
enemy on the run, and to bring them to 
justice, which is exactly what this country 
is going to do. 

You got to understand, it’s a different 
kind of war. In the old days, we blew up 
tanks and airplanes, and everybody said, 
‘‘Well, they’re making progress.’’ These 
folks we’re after hide in caves. They send 
youngsters to their suicidal deaths. They 
don’t value life like we do. See, in this 
country, we say, ‘‘Everybody matters. Ev-
erybody is precious. Everybody counts. 
Every life counts.’’ These people are willing 
to take innocent life in the name of a great 
religion. 

Not only do I want you to remember 
September the 11th, but I want you to 
think about Indonesia and the attack on 
our marines in Kuwait, the attack on a 
French freighter. I mean, they’re out there. 
And the only way to deal with them—and 
by the way, I’ve come to the conclusion, 
and I hope you have, that therapy is not 
going to work. [Laughter] So we’re chasing 
them down. We’re chasing them down. 
We’re making good progress. Slowly but 
surely, we’re dismantling that terrorist net-
work. 

I went to the Congress and asked for 
the biggest increase in defense spending 
since Ronald Reagan was President. I want 
to thank the Members up here for their 

support. No question where they stand. No 
question where they—they believe that I 
believe that anytime we put our troops into 
harm’s way, these youngsters deserve the 
best pay, the best training, and the best 
possible equipment. 

And also, our message is real firm to 
friend and foe, alike: It doesn’t matter how 
long it takes to defend freedom; we’re 
going to defend freedom. It just doesn’t 
matter. There’s not a calendar on my desk 
in the Oval Office that says, such-and-such 
a date, we’re quitting. That’s not how I 
think. That’s not how these Members think. 
See, history has called us into action. We 
have an obligation to future generations of 
Americans, and we’re not going to forsake 
that obligation. And it doesn’t matter how 
long it takes. It doesn’t matter how deep 
the cave. The United States of America, 
with a great United States military and a 
strong alliance for freedom, will work hard 
all of the time to protect the homeland 
and protect our freedoms. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. It’s important—it is im-
portant for us to be realistic about the 
threats to our country. Times have changed. 
Used to be, oceans could protect us, and 
therefore, we could see a gathering threat 
and maybe deal with it or maybe not. Used 
to be, we could be quite confident in our 
capacity to protect our homeland because 
we never thought an enemy could make 
it to our shore. And we learned a tough 
lesson. We did. And therefore, it’s impor-
tant for all of us in elective office to be 
clear-eyed about the threats we face, to 
see the world exactly the way it is, not 
the way we wish it would be. In order 
to protect America from current threats 
and future threats, we’ve got to be cold-
eyed realists, and that’s why I brought up 
the issue of Saddam Hussein. 

See, I view him as a serious threat to 
America. I see him as a threat to our coun-
try because I understand his hatred toward 
America and, equally important, his hatred 
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toward our friends in the Middle East. This 
is a man who has deceived the world for 
11 long years. He said he wouldn’t have 
weapons of mass destruction. He’s got 
them. We know for a fact he was close 
to having a nuclear weapon at one time. 
We don’t know how close he is today be-
cause he has stiff-armed the United Na-
tions. 

We not only know he’s got chemical 
weapons, but incredibly enough he’s used 
chemical weapons. He’s used them in his 
neighborhood; he’s used them on his own 
people. This is a man who has got terrorist 
connections, who would like nothing more 
than to provide—be the arsenal and the 
training grounds for these coldblooded kill-
ers. And they could attack us, and he would 
leave no fingerprints behind. He’s a threat. 

I went to the United Nations, I want 
to assure you, because I want the United 
Nations to be effective. I want it to work. 
I want this collection of body—this body 
of countries to work together to make the 
country free, to promote the peace. The 
United Nations can be effective. But for 
11 years and 16 resolutions, this man has 
defied the United Nations. It’s an historic 
moment, as far as I’m concerned, for the 
U.N. They can show the world whether 
or not they can work together to keep the 
peace, whether they be the United Nations, 
or whether they’ll be the League of Na-
tions, an ineffective debating society. And 
the choice is theirs. 

And the choice is Saddam Hussein’s as 
well. For the sake of peace, he must dis-
arm. He said he would disarm. But if he 
doesn’t disarm, and if the United Nations 
cannot find the backbone necessary to as-
sume its responsibilities, for the sake of 
peace, for the sake of freedom, for the 
sake of doing our obligations to our chil-
dren, the United States will lead a coalition 
of nations to disarm Saddam Hussein. 

I believe out of the evil done to America 
is going to come some great good. I believe 
that. I can’t imagine what was going 
through the mind of the enemy when they 

hit us. They said this country must have 
a religion called materialism, that we were 
so selfish, so self-absorbed, probably look-
ing at ourselves in the mirror all the time, 
that all we would do after 9/11/2001 is step 
back and maybe file a lawsuit. That’s what 
they thought. 

They don’t understand the determination 
and drive. They don’t understand the 
American spirit. I believe if we’re—remain 
strong and firm in our conviction and clear 
in our thinking, if we don’t forget our roots 
and remember that freedom is not Amer-
ica’s gift to the world, it is God’s gift to 
the world, if we stand true to our beliefs, 
we can achieve peace. We can achieve 
peace. 

That’s the vision of this Government, is 
to achieve peace not only at home but in 
parts of the world. See, every life matters 
to Americans. Everybody counts. Every-
body is precious, not just a few—everyone. 
And we want peace for people all around 
the world, and we can achieve it. By staying 
the course and remaining strong, we can 
have peace not only for America but for 
the Middle East and South Asia. It is pos-
sible. As a matter of fact, I believe it’s 
going to happen. 

And I know what’s going to happen here 
at home. We’ll be a better society as a 
result of what’s happened. A lot of people 
have taken a step back and kind of taken 
an assessment, an inventory of their lives, 
and realized that the American spirit says 
we’ve got to serve something greater than 
ourself in life. Government can help; we’ll 
help people in need. Listen, there are peo-
ple who hurt in Iowa, and they hurt all 
around America. There’s addiction and 
loneliness and hopelessness in this country. 
And if any of us hurt, we all hurt. And 
we’ve got to do something about it. And 
Government will help. We’ll all work to-
gether to try to help. But Government is 
limited in its capacity. And that’s what we 
know up here on this stage. Government 
can’t put hope in people’s hearts or love 
in people’s lives. 
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No, the best way to help bring light 
where there’s darkness, to help people see 
a better tomorrow, is for the strength of 
the country to step forward. And the 
strength of the country is the heart and 
soul of American people. People are step-
ping around—coming around. They’re say-
ing, ‘‘What can I do to help?’’ And they’re 
putting their arm around somebody who 
hurts and says, ‘‘I love you.’’ There are 
mentors in this audience who are making 
a difference. There are Boy Scout leaders 
and Girl Scout leaders who are making a 
difference, and Boys and Girls Club lead-
ers—people who are working hard to 
change America one heart, one soul, one 
conscience at a time. 

No, the enemy hit us. But out of the 
evil done to America is going to come some 
great good. There’s going to be peace in 
the world, and we’ll have a better tomor-
row, a hope—more hopeful America, an 
America where everybody understands the 
great promise of this country belongs to 
them just as much as to their neighbor. 

You know, the American spirit means not 
only should we participate in the process, 
the democratic process; the American spirit 

Remarks in St. Louis, Missouri 
November 4, 2002 

The President. Thanks for coming. And 
Laura and I are sure glad we came. We’re 
wandering our way back to Texas. See, to-
morrow is election day, and we intend to 
vote. And we’re not undecided. [Laughter] 
And I’m not undecided who ought to be 
the next United States Senator from Mis-
souri, and that ought to be Jim Talent. 

It’s good to be here in St. Charles Coun-
ty, and to be with a lot of our friends 
from the St. Louis area. We appreciate you 
taking this election seriously. See, that’s 
part of the American spirit. It’s the spirit 
which is strong today. It’s the spirit that 

says that when we’re threatened, we re-
spond. We defend our freedoms. We have 
an obligation to future generations. But the 
American spirit also says that we must serve 
something greater than ourself. 

It was personified vividly to me—I want 
the youngsters here to remember the story 
of Flight 93, people flying across the coun-
try that fateful day. They heard the airplane 
they were on was going to be used as a 
weapon. They told their loved ones good-
bye. They said a prayer. A guy said, ‘‘Let’s 
roll.’’ They took the plane into the ground 
to serve something greater than themselves. 
The spirit of this country is strong and alive 
and well, and it allows me to boldly predict 
that we’ll have a more peaceful world, and 
a more—better America. 

Thanks for coming. May God bless you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:55 a.m. at 
the U.S. Cellular Center. In his remarks, he 
referred to gubernatorial candidate Doug 
Gross; senatorial candidate Greg Ganske; 
Chuck Larson, Jr., chairman, Republican 
Party of Iowa; and President Saddam Hus-
sein of Iraq. 

says, no matter what the cost, we’ll defend 
our freedoms. It’s the spirit that says part 
of being a patriot is to serve something 
greater than yourself in life. It’s the spirit 
that says, if you love freedom, then you 
have an obligation as a citizen of this coun-
try to participate in the elections. If you 
believe in freedom, then you have a re-
sponsibility to maintain that democratic sys-
tem by doing your duty. 

And so I’m here in the State of Missouri 
to urge all folks, Republicans and Demo-
crats and independents, to go to the polls. 
And when you get in that box, I’ve got 
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a suggestion: For the good of Missouri and 
for the good of the United States of Amer-
ica, Jim Talent is the man for Senate. Laura 
and I are really proud of the campaign 
he has run, and we’re really proud of the 
fact that he and Brenda hold family values 
dear to their heart. 

I’m also proud to be up here with a 
Senator who’s done a fine job on behalf 
of all the citizens of Missouri, a man I’m 
proud to call friend, and that’s Senator Kit 
Bond. I know we’ve got some Members 
of Congress here: Todd Akin and Jo Ann 
Emerson and Kenny Hulshof. They’re fine 
members of the United States congressional 
delegation. I’m proud to call them friends. 
I’m proud to call them ally. 

See, that’s what I’m looking for, some 
allies, somebody who we can count on to 
do the right thing for America, somebody 
whose vote we can count on to do the 
right thing to make sure this country is 
strong and safe and a better place. 

I want to thank John Lewis for running 
for the State senate. I wish John all the 
best. Particularly proud to have met Carole 
Buck, the wife of the great voice of the 
Cardinals, Jack Buck, a fine man and a 
fine American. 

Thrilled to know that our family friend 
is here, the man who can really sing. I 
wish I’d have been here to hear him sing. 
I’m a country and western fan, and one 
of my favorites is Randy Travis. I’m proud 
that Randy is here, and Elizabeth is here— 
Randy is here, and Elizabeth, and a friend, 
Jay Shields, is with them. I’m honored 
they’re here. I appreciate them coming to 
support this good man. 

But most of all, I want to thank you 
all for coming, the grassroots activists. I 
want to thank you for what you have done 
in the past, but more importantly, I want 
to thank you for what you’re going to do 
today and tomorrow, and that is to turn 
out the vote. This man has been working 
hard all over this State, putting out a posi-
tive message, and now he needs your help 
to gather up Republicans and discerning 

Democrats—[laughter]—like-minded inde-
pendents and get them to the polls. Tell 
them they have an obligation. They have 
an obligation to vote, and they have the 
obligation to support the best candidate. 
And that best candidate, without a doubt, 
for the sake of the future of this country, 
is Jim Talent. 

He’s shown on this campaign that he can 
bring dignity to a process that needs dig-
nity, that he’s not going to fall prey to 
the same old, tired politics of tearing some-
body down to get ahead. He’s treated his 
opponent with respect because he believes 
strongly in what he stands for. He stands 
on solid ground with ideology and prin-
ciple. And therefore, he doesn’t need to 
resort to the old-style politics. He is a 
breath of fresh air, and believe me, we 
need some breaths of fresh air in Wash-
ington, DC. 

And he’s got a record. He’s an accom-
plished man. He served in the Congress, 
and when he did, he was the leader about 
promoting small business. And we need 
people up there who understand how jobs 
are created. The role of Government is not 
to create wealth; it’s to create an environ-
ment in which a small business can grow 
to be a big business, in which the entrepre-
neurial spirit can flourish. And Jim Talent 
understands that. He understands the im-
portance of entrepreneurship in our society. 

And we need that kind of understanding 
in Washington because we got some prob-
lems with our economy. It’s not strong like 
it should be. I like to say it’s just bumping 
along. And therefore, there are too many 
people looking for a job who can’t find 
work. I need to have allies in the United 
States Senate who understand growth and 
job creation. And one way to help people 
find work is to let people keep more of 
their own money. 

See, when you’ve got more of your own 
money in your pocket, you’re likely to de-
mand an additional good or a service. And 
when you demand a good or a service, 
somebody is likely to produce the good or 
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a service. And when somebody produces 
a good or a service, guess what happens? 
Somebody is more likely to find work. The 
best thing we did to help job creation was 
to cut your taxes. And we need to have 
a United States Senator from Missouri who 
will join Kit Bond in making the tax cuts 
permanent. 

Jim’s got a record on important legisla-
tion. He wrote the welfare reform bill, and 
that’s an important piece of legislation. It’s 
a great accomplishment because it helped 
a lot of people move from dependency 
upon Government to independence, moved 
people from being dependent upon the 
Government check to realizing their own 
worth because they were able to earn their 
own check. The core ingredient to success-
ful welfare that he saw then—and I need 
his help to make sure we continue to see 
it in Washington—is to help people find 
work, is to train them for work, find work, 
and encourage them to work. And that’s 
the best way to have welfare dependency 
reduced in America. 

I look forward to working with Jim on 
some—a couple of other keys issues. On 
education—I have a passion for education, 
and he shares that passion. We’ve raised 
the standards in America. See, that’s what 
we need to do. We’ve raised the bar be-
cause we want to challenge the soft bigotry 
of low expectations. We believe every child 
can learn in America. We understand that 
if you have low standards and lousy—low 
standards are going to get lousy results. If 
you have low expectations, that’s what 
you’re going to get. And so we passed an 
education reform bill that sets the highest 
of high standards. 

Inherent in that bill is the great trust 
in the citizens of Missouri. See, we believe 
in local control of schools. The people who 
care more about the children of Missouri 
are the citizens of Missouri, not bureaucrats 
in Washington, DC. But what’s important 
in this bill is that we’re sending a lot of 
money back home, but we expect results 
for that money. For the first time we start-

ed asking the fundamental question, can 
our children read and write and add and 
subtract—finally asking that question. If we 
believe they can, then it would make sense 
to ask the question. 

And when we find children in schools 
that are doing well, we’re going to praise 
the teachers and the principals and the par-
ents. But we need allies in Washington who 
are not so beholden to special interests that 
when we find children trapped in schools 
that won’t teach and won’t change, that 
we do not accept the status quo. No child 
should be left behind in the State of Mis-
souri. 

I look forward to working with Jim 
Talent and Kit Bond to make sure our 
health care system works better. We’ve got 
too many lawsuits, too many junk lawsuits 
that are clogging our courts, so that if 
you’ve got a legitimate claim, you can’t get 
in front of a judge. But those junk lawsuits 
are also running up the cost of medicine 
for you, and they’re driving good docs out 
of business. We need medical liability re-
form in Washington, DC. 

We need to make sure Medicare works. 
We made a promise to our seniors, and 
we need to keep that promise. Medicine 
has changed. It’s modern. Technologies 
have changed. There’s new discoveries 
which have made medicine more effective. 
Yet Medicare is stuck in the past. It’s been 
used as a political football. We need to 
get people in the Senate with whom I can 
work to modernize Medicare, which means 
prescription drugs for every senior in the 
State of Missouri. 

And I’ll tell you another big issue and 
another big difference in this campaign, 
and that has to do with our Federal judici-
ary. I have a responsibility to name good 
people to the bench. I’ve named a lot of 
really good people to the bench, but the 
bunch running the Senate has done a lousy 
job on my nominees. You need to know 
the facts. The facts are, we’ve got too many 
vacancies on our Federal bench because 
they’re playing politics. And sometimes 
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they’re distorting the record of these good 
people I’ve named. We need to get rid 
of all that stuff, for the sake of our solid 
judiciary. I’ve been naming good, honor-
able, honest people, but they don’t like the 
fact that the people I named will not use 
the bench from which to legislate; they will 
use the bench to strictly interpret the 
United States Constitution. And I know I’ll 
be able the count on Senator Jim Talent’s 
support for putting up judges that you’ll 
be proud of, judges whose philosophy the 
vast majority of the people of this State 
of Missouri support. 

But the biggest issue we’ll be working 
on together is going to be to protect you 
from further attack. That’s the biggest issue 
we face in America. And we face it because 
we haven’t finished bringing the terrorists 
to justice. They’re still out there, and they 
still hate. They hate because of what we 
love. They’re motivated by hate. We’re mo-
tivated by the love of freedom. We love 
our freedoms. We love the fact that people 
can worship freely in America. We love 
the fact that people can speak their mind 
freely. We love a free press. We love every 
aspect of freedom, and we’re not going to 
change. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. So long as there’s an ac-
tive enemy out there, we’ve got to be on 
alert here at home. Listen, we got notified; 
they put us on notice. And so, therefore, 
there’s a lot of good people working on 
your behalf to protect you—people at the 
Federal level, the State level, people at the 
local level—a lot of really fine, fine Amer-
ican people doing everything they can to 
run down any hint, any piece of evidence 
that somebody is thinking about doing 
something to America, we’re moving on it. 
We’re disrupting. We’re denying. We’re 
doing everything we can. 

But I went to Congress because I think 
there’s a better way to even further our 
ability to protect the homeland, and that 
is to set up a Department of Homeland 

Security. I went there because I understand 
in Washington there’s over 100 agencies in-
volved with your protection, the protection 
of America. I felt, since this is the number 
one priority of our Government, that they 
ought to be under one agency to help set 
priority and, if need be, to change culture 
so people get the message that we’re still 
under threat and we have to do everything 
we can to help you. 

The House of Representatives responded 
quickly with a really good piece of legisla-
tion, which I can tell you will enable this 
President and future Presidents to better 
do a job of protecting America. But the 
bill is stuck in the Senate. And I need 
Senators like Kit Bond and Jim Talent who 
will work with me to have a Department 
of Homeland Security which will meet your 
expectations. 

The reason the bill is stuck in the Senate 
is because some of the Senators there want 
to take away power that every President 
has had for the last 40 years, which will 
allow a President to suspend certain collec-
tive bargaining rules in any Department of 
the Federal Government when our national 
security is at stake. In other words, if there 
are work rules that stand in the way of 
our capacity to deal with an enemy which 
is trying to hit us, then I ought to be able 
to suspend those work rules. I ought to 
be able to do what is necessary to protect 
the American people. Unfortunately, they— 
some in the Senate have been captured 
by special interests. The main interest I 
have in mind is the security of the Amer-
ican people. I am not going to accept a 
lousy bill from the United States Senate. 
And one way to make sure I don’t get 
a lousy bill is to send a man up there 
who understands what I’m talking about, 
and that man is Jim Talent. 

But the best way to protect America, 
short-term and long-term, is to find these 
killers, no matter where they hide, and 
bring them to justice. And that is what 
we’re doing. And that’s what—sometimes 
you’ll see, and sometimes you won’t. But 
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you just got to know that the United States 
is on the hunt. 

And we’re on the hunt after an enemy 
which is a little different from any enemy 
we’ve ever faced. See, in the old days, you 
would get their tanks and their airplanes, 
and you knew you were making progress. 
These folks hide in caves. They hide in 
kind of the dark corners of cities around 
the world, and then they send youngsters 
to their suicidal deaths. There’s a difference 
of attitude, of course, because in America 
we value every life. We say, ‘‘Everybody 
is precious. Every life counts.’’ And the 
enemy we face, they’ve hijacked a great 
religion. And they don’t care about life. 
They murder. And they’re tough, but 
they’re not as tough as the United States 
of America. 

And I know I’ll be able to count on 
Jim’s support, just like I could count on 
Kit’s and the Members’ of Congress sup-
port, to make sure that our military has 
the best training, the best pay, and the 
best possible equipment. I signed the big-
gest increase in defense spending since 
Ronald Reagan was the President for that 
reason. But there’s another reason why. I 
wanted to send a message to friend and 
foe alike that we’re in this deal for the 
long haul. There’s not a calendar on my 
desk in the Oval Office that says, by such-
and-such a date, you’ve got to quit. That’s 
not the way we think in America. It doesn’t 
matter how long it takes. When it comes 
to the defense of our freedoms, we will 
stay the course. 

And we’re working with other nations. 
The doctrine that says, ‘‘Either you’re with 
us, or you’re with the enemy,’’ still stands. 
That doctrine still is relevant. And so 
there’s a lot of folks joining in this hunt. 
And we got them on the run, and we’re 
going to keep them on the run until we 
bring them to justice. That’s what we owe 
this generation of Americans. That’s what 
we owe future generations of Americans. 

But as we’re thinking about Al Qaida, 
we’ve also got to look at all threats. See, 

the world changed on September 11th this 
way. It used to be oceans could protect 
us, or at least we thought so—if we saw 
a gathering threat overseas, that we could 
pick and choose whether or not we wanted 
to deal with that threat because there was 
two oceans. By geography, America was 
safe, we assumed. The battlefields would 
be elsewhere. Sometimes we decided to 
deal with the threat to freedom and democ-
racy; sometimes we didn’t. But we were 
comfortable. 

It’s important, after September 11th, to 
realize that oceans no longer protect us. 
Therefore, every threat matters. And we’ve 
got to assess every threat. We’ve got to 
be cold-eyed realists about the world. We 
must have people in Congress and in Wash-
ington who see the world exactly the way 
it is, not the way we would hope it would 
be. If we’re—if our number one priority 
is to protect you, then we’ve got to take 
every threat seriously. 

And that’s why I started the dialog on 
Saddam Hussein. He’s a threat. He’s a 
threat to our country because of his—the 
nature of his regime and the nature of the 
man, himself. He’s a man who said he 
wouldn’t have weapons of mass destruction, 
but he’s denied and deceived the world 
for 11 years. A while ago we discovered 
that he was close to having a nuclear weap-
on. We don’t know how close he is today, 
but a Saddam Hussein with a nuclear 
weapon is a true threat to America and 
our friends and allies. 

He said he wouldn’t have chemical weap-
ons. He’s got them, but even more amaz-
ingly, he’s used them. And he’s used them 
not only on his neighbors, but he’s used 
them on his own people. This is a person 
who is willing to gas his own citizens. This 
is a man who can’t stand America and what 
we believe in. This is a man who hates 
some of our closest allies. This is a man 
who has had Al Qaida connections. I want 
you to think about a scenario in which he 
becomes the arsenal and the training 
grounds for shadowy terrorists so that he 
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can attack somebody he hates and not leave 
any fingerprints behind. He is a threat. 
He’s also a threat to whether or not an 
international body can perform its duty to 
keep the peace. 

I went to the United Nations, and I said 
to the United Nations, ‘‘We want you to 
succeed. It will make it easier to keep the 
peace when nations are bound together. It 
will make it much easier for us to defend 
freedom if we need to, with the new 
threats we face in the 21st century. But 
for 16 resolutions, this man has defied you. 
Not one resolution, not five resolutions but 
resolution after resolution after resolution, 
he has defied you.’’ 

I said to the United Nations, and I’m 
saying it today, ‘‘You have a choice. You 
have a choice to show the world whether 
you have the capacity to work together to 
disarm Saddam Hussein for the sake of 
peace, whether you’ll be an effective 
United Nations, or whether you’ll be like 
one of your forerunners, the League of Na-
tions, an empty debating society.’’ It’s their 
choice to make. 

And Saddam Hussein has a choice to 
make: For the sake of peace, he must dis-
arm like he said he would do. But my 
fellow Americans, just as the Congress 
spoke the other day about my attitude, I 
want to share it with you: For the sake 
of our freedoms, for the sake of doing our 
duty to address serious threats in a serious 
way, and for the sake of world peace— 
and I mean that—for the sake of world 
peace, if the United Nations will not act, 
and if Saddam Hussein will not disarm, the 
United States will lead a coalition of nations 
to disarm him. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. I can’t imagine what was 
going through the mind of the enemy when 
they hit us. They must have thought that 
materialism was our national religion, that 
people were so self-absorbed and selfish 
in America, that after 9/11/2001, we might 
file a lawsuit or two—[laughter]—but that’s 

about all we had in us, that’s all we—they 
don’t understand us. They don’t realize 
what I know, that out of the evil they have 
done to America is going to come some 
good. Out of the evil done to this great 
country is going to come some good. And 
one of the good things that’s going to hap-
pen, if we stay the course, if we’re strong, 
if we speak clearly, if we’re decisive, if we 
understand that freedom is not America’s 
gift to the world but is God’s gift to the 
world—if we understand those values, if 
we stay true to our beliefs and true to 
our responsibilities, we can achieve peace. 
We can achieve peace not only for our 
country; we can achieve peace for parts 
of the world that have quit on peace. I 
believe that. I believe that history has given 
us a chance, and this great country is going 
to seize the moment. 

And here at home, it’s important to real-
ize that we have a chance to make America 
a better place, that while we work to make 
America a safer and stronger place, we can 
work to make America a better place as 
well. 

And Government can help. We can pass 
law or we can work to make the public 
school systems work better or the welfare 
laws work better, make sure the health care 
systems function. But there’s a lot of people 
that that’s not going to matter to because 
they’re hopeless, they’re addicted, they’re 
lost. You say ‘‘American Dream,’’ they have 
no idea what you’re talking about. Amongst 
our plenty, there are pockets of loneliness 
and despair. And if any of us hurts, we 
all hurt, as far as I’m concerned. 

And the best way to deal with those 
folks, the best way to help them is to re-
member that Government cannot put hope 
in people’s hearts or a sense of purpose 
in people’s lives. The best way to help them 
is to rally the true strength of America, 
the heart of America, and encourage people 
to put their arm around somebody who 
hurts and say, ‘‘I love you. What can I 
do to help you? How can I make your 
life a better life?’’ And that’s part of the 
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American spirit that is so strong and alive 
today, the fact that people all across this 
country understand that serving something 
greater than yourself is part of being an 
American patriot. 

Today I met Tim Mosier from the USA 
Freedom Corps. He has been a law en-
forcement guy, been involved in emergency 
management. And he takes time now to 
volunteer, teaching citizens in Pettis County 
emergency response and preparedness 
skills. That’s one way somebody can help, 
and we can help all kinds of ways. You 
can mentor a child, run a Boy Scout troop 
or a Girl Scout troop. You can feed the 
hungry. You can find shelter for the home-
less. There’s all kinds of ways to help 
change America, one heart, one soul, one 
conscience at a time. 

No, the spirit of America is alive and 
well in this country. People have taken a 
step back and have assessed their life, and 
they realize that service to a country, serv-
ice to a cause, service to something greater 
than yourselves is part of that American 
experience. 

I want the youngsters here to remember 
the story of Flight 93, one of most pro-
found parts of this entire history—of the 

Remarks in Bentonville, Arkansas 
November 4, 2002 

The President. Thank you all very much 
for coming today. Thanks for coming. 

Audience members. We love you, 43! 
[Laughter] 

The President. Well, first of all, we’re 
working our way back to Texas because to-
morrow is voting day. And I intend to cast 
my ballot in Crawford, and Laura is going 
to cast hers in Crawford, and we’re not 
undecided. And I’m not undecided about 
what’s best for Arkansas. The best thing 
that can happen to Arkansas, and the best 

recent history we’ve been through, pro-
found because it’s a story of the American 
spirit. People flying across the country on 
an airplane, they learned that the plane 
was going to be used as a weapon. They 
were on the phones to their loved ones, 
said, ‘‘Goodbye. I love you.’’ Somebody said 
a prayer. A guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They took 
the plane into the ground to save lives, 
to serve something greater than themselves. 

No, the enemy hit us. When the enemy 
hit us, they had no idea—they had no idea 
who they were hitting. Out of the evil done 
to America is going to come a peaceful 
world. And I will boldly predict to you, 
out of the evil done to America will come 
a better country for all of us, because this 
is the greatest country, full of the finest 
people on the face of this Earth. 

I’m honored you’re here. Thanks for 
helping Jim. May God bless you, and may 
God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12 p.m. at the 
Family Arena. In his remarks, he referred 
to senatorial candidate Jim Talent and his 
wife, Brenda; entertainer Randy Travis and 
his wife, Elizabeth; and President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. 

thing that can happen to America is to put 
Tim Hutchinson back in the U.S. Senate. 

And I know something about being a 
Governor, and you’ve got a good one. You 
not only have a good one, you’ve got a 
great one. The best thing for Arkansas, the 
best thing for the taxpayers of Arkansas, 
the best thing for the schoolchildren of Ar-
kansas is to reelect Mike Huckabee. 

You know, the spirit of America is really 
strong. The American spirit, that’s that spir-
it that says, no matter what the cost, we’ll 
defend our country. It’s that spirit that says 

2025 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00874 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.018 193761

Nov. 4 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

we love freedom. But part of loving free-
dom means you have a responsibility. 
You’ve got a responsibility to vote. You’ve 
got a responsibility to go to the polls. 

I’m here in Arkansas asking all the good 
citizens of this State, Republicans and 
Democrats, independents, people who 
don’t give a hoot about politics, to do your 
duty as Americans. You have an obligation. 
But when you get in that voting booth I 
do have some suggestions—[laughter]— 
Hutchinson and Huckabee. 

No, I’m proud to call Mike Huckabee 
friend. I knew him—known him for a long 
while. We were both Governors together, 
and I’ve watched his passion when it comes 
to education. See, education is to a State 
what national defense is to the Federal 
Government. It’s the most important re-
sponsibility of the State government, I 
think. And Mike shares that point of view. 

I was here a while ago to talk about 
advanced reading programs, States which 
had changed their curriculum to make sure 
that every child could learn to read. One 
of the first States that I came to was one 
of the first States that responded. This 
State of Arkansas, led by your Governor, 
stepped up to the plate to make sure that 
every child can learn how to read. 

No, he’s got a heart. He cares deeply 
about everybody in this State. See, the 
thing I like about Mike, he’s not one of 
the fellows that travels around the State 
saying, ‘‘Well, I’ll try to help these folks 
only because they agree with me politi-
cally.’’ Mike Huckabee cares for everybody 
in Arkansas. And that’s why, coming Tues-
day, this good State is going to send this 
good man, with overwhelming numbers, 
back to the statehouse. 

Make sure you don’t forget about Win 
Rockefeller either. He’s done a fine job. 
I want to thank all the candidates who are 
up here with us, people who have tossed 
their hat in the ring, are out seeking the 
vote, working hard to elevate the process. 
I hope you give them your help as well. 

I’m honored to be here with John 
Boozman, a fine United States Congress-
man from Arkansas. I’m proud to call John 
friend; I’m proud to call him ally. One of 
the things I like about a Congressman like 
John is, he’s an independent thinker, but 
when it comes down to doing the right 
thing for America, I don’t have to worry 
about his vote. 

I appreciate the Gatlin Boys being here. 
I’ve known them for a long time. They’re 
good buddies of mine. And we’ve got a 
couple extra seats on Air Force One, and 
we’re heading down home, if you want a 
ride. [Laughter] My problem is you in— 
the one in the yellow tie; I’m not sure 
you can pass the security clearance. 
[Laughter] It’s great to see you. 

I’m also, obviously, thrilled to be trav-
eling with Laura today. Thanks for singing 
‘‘Happy Birthday’’ to her. That’s one of the 
prices you pay when you marry somebody 
in the political process and your birthday 
is on election day; you have to spend it 
on the road. You know, when I asked her 
to marry me, she was a public school librar-
ian. The truth is, she didn’t like politics 
in those days and didn’t care for politicians. 
[Laughter] Thankfully, she said yes when 
I asked her to marry me, and she has made 
a great First Lady for America. 

No, we’re enjoying ourselves traveling 
around our country. And what a magnifi-
cent country we have. It’s a joy to travel 
America and to talk to our fellow Ameri-
cans. One of the things that I’m urging 
you all to do is the same thing that your 
Governor just said: Round people up to 
vote. You see, not only do you have an 
obligation to vote yourself, but you can 
make a difference in this election. A lot 
of those political pundits, the big talkers, 
have said to the world, ‘‘Hutchinson can’t 
win.’’ Let’s prove them wrong on Tuesday. 

Sometimes that’s where you want your 
opponent, half asleep. [Laughter] You can 
make a difference. Find good people. In 
this part of the world, don’t be afraid to 
haul some of those Democrats to the polls. 
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They care about a good United States Sen-
ator. They want somebody who’s wise about 
their taxpayers’ money. Independent voters 
care about Tim Hutchinson’s point of view. 
Just tell them, Tim Hutchinson agrees with 
us. He thinks like the citizens of Arkansas 
think. And so does Mike Huckabee. 

I’m here to thank you for what you’ve 
done in the past. I know how hard you 
worked for Laura and me and Dick Che-
ney. And I want to urge you, over the 
next—how many hours, Governor—24, 8 
hours, or whatever it is—to get out the 
vote. Work hard, and you’ll be surprised 
at what’s going to happen come Tuesday. 
And I’m going to be proud of what you 
do on behalf of these good candidates. 

Let me see if I can put it as plainly 
as I can: I need Tim Hutchinson in the 
United States Senate. Besides the fact he’s 
a good fellow and I like being around him, 
I need his help. See, we’ve got some prob-
lems in the country. We’ve got some hur-
dles we’ve got to cross. It’s going to be 
good to have an ally from Arkansas up 
there with whom I can work in the Senate. 

One of the problems we have is that 
enough people can’t find work in America. 
We’ve got some people looking, and they 
can’t find work. And that is a problem. 
My attitude is, anytime anybody wants to 
put food on the table and can’t find work 
to do so says we’ve got to worry about 
creating more jobs in America. We’ve got 
to expand the job base. 

But here’s what Tim and I believe, how 
to do it—see, there’s a debate in Wash-
ington about how to do it. I believe if you 
let a person keep more of their own money 
they’re likely to demand an additional good 
or a service. And when they demand an 
additional good or a service, somebody is 
likely to produce that good or a service. 
And when somebody produces a good or 
a service, somebody is more likely to find 
work. The tax relief plan that Senator 
Hutchinson strongly supported came at the 
right time. And we need to have a Senator 
from Arkansas who will join me, for the 

sake of job creation, for the sake of the 
entrepreneurial spirit, for the sake of small-
business owners, to make the tax cut per-
manent. 

I’ve seen Tim at work, and you’re going 
to see the products of his work in a good 
education bill. He worked hard on the edu-
cation reform, the most meaningful piece 
of education reform in a long, long time 
out of the Federal Government. A lot of 
times people hear, ‘‘Well, reform out of 
the Federal Government may not be the 
kind of reform I like.’’ But let me describe 
to you what I’m talking about. 

First of all, this bill says every child can 
learn. The premise of the bill is, is that 
everybody has got the capacity to learn; 
therefore, we must set high standards and 
high expectations. The way I like to put 
it is, we’re going to challenge the soft big-
otry of low expectations. That means when 
you lower the bar, you tend to get lousy 
results. And that’s not good enough for 
America. Tim knows that, Governor 
Huckabee knows that, and I know that. 

In the bill, we also are passing power 
out of Washington because we strongly be-
lieve in local control of schools. This year 
we’re sending a record amount of money 
out of Washington back to the Arkansas 
school system, $440 million. And Tim 
Hutchinson—you need to tell your friends 
and neighbors, Tim Hutchinson had a lot 
to do with that money coming back to Ar-
kansas. See, he’s working hard on behalf 
of the citizens of Arkansas. 

But in return for that money, we’re now 
asking this question, are you getting re-
sults? In return for the money, we’re asking 
the question, can the children read and 
write and add and subtract? If you believe 
every child can do that, it’s a legitimate 
question then to ask the question. And 
when we find out if the children are, I 
can assure you, George W. and Governor 
Huckabee and Senator Hutchinson will 
praise the teachers and principals and par-
ents who have worked hard to make it hap-
pen. But if we find children trapped in 
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schools which will not teach, trapped in 
schools which will not change, for the sake 
of a better tomorrow, we are going to chal-
lenge the status quo, because no child 
should be left behind in the State of Arkan-
sas. 

I look forward to working with Senator 
Hutchinson to make the Medicare system 
work better. We made that promise to our 
seniors, and it’s a promise that we’re going 
to have to work together to keep. Senator 
Hutchinson in the U.S. Senate will be easi-
er to work with to get the job done. See, 
Medicare is stuck in the past. Medicine 
is changing. Medicine is becoming modern 
through technologies and new discoveries. 
Yet Medicare has been used as a political 
football and is just stuck. We need to mod-
ernize Medicare, which means prescription 
drugs for every senior, and the best way 
to do that is to send Senator Hutchinson 
back to the United States Senate. 

No, it’s a lot of issues we’re going to 
work on. But let me tell you a cutting-
edge issue, and that is the issue of judges. 

Audience members. Yeah! 
The President. We have a got a—too 

many vacancies on our Federal bench, in 
spite of the fact that I have sent a lot 
of names to the United States Senate. The 
bunch running the Senate up there has 
done a lousy job with my nominees. 

Audience members. Yeah! 
The President. And I want to tell you 

something; the kind of judges I’m nomi-
nating are the kind of judges that you 
would expect me to nominate and want 
me to nominate. These are good and hon-
orable people who have got good records, 
whose records sometimes are being dis-
torted in the Senate, and sometimes can’t 
even get a hearing because they’re playing 
petty politics. These are good, honorable 
people who will use the bench not to legis-
late from but to interpret the Constitution 
of the United States of America. 

And this should be clear to the citizens— 
let me—I hope to make it clear to the 
citizens of this State that if you’re inter-

ested in a solid judiciary, if you’re inter-
ested in a judiciary that represents the ma-
jority opinion in Arkansas, put Tim 
Hutchinson back in the United States Sen-
ate. 

There are a lot of issues we’re going 
to work on, but there’s no bigger issue than 
protecting you from attack. That’s the big-
gest issue we’ve got. That’s because there’s 
still an enemy lurking around out there, 
an enemy which hates America because of 
what we love. And we love our freedoms. 
We love the freedom to worship any way 
you see fit. We love the freedom of our 
campaigns. We love the freedom of our 
press. We love every aspect about freedom, 
and we’re not going to change. 

And so long as we hold strong to what 
we believe in and so long as that enemy 
is moving around out there, we’ve got a 
job to do, and that’s to protect you. There’s 
a lot of good folks working hard and long 
hours to protect the American people— 
there just are. See, we’ve been warned. 
We’re now aware that they’re out there. 
We’re aware of how mean they are. See, 
we’ve discovered that they don’t value life 
like we do in America. We say, ‘‘Every 
life matters. Everybody is precious. Every-
body counts.’’ This bunch of killers are will-
ing to take innocent life in the name of 
a hijacked religion. 

And so we’ve got to do everything we 
can, and we are. Anytime we get any kind 
of hint that somebody is thinking about 
doing something to America, we’re moving 
on them; we’re disrupting; we’re denying. 
We’re fulfilling the obligation that you ex-
pect us to do, which is to protect you. 

And that’s why I went to Congress to 
figure out if we couldn’t do it even better. 
So I’ve proposed a Department of Home-
land Security. It says that we’re going to 
take the agencies involved with protecting 
America and better coordinate them, make 
sure that the good folks up there get the 
message that this is our top priority and, 
if need be, change cultures, so that people 
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are all working in concert to face the new 
threats of the 21st century. 

And the House of Representatives passed 
the bill, and I want to thank John for his 
vote. But it’s stuck in the Senate, not be-
cause of Tim Hutchinson, I might add, but 
it’s stuck there because some Senators want 
to take away the power that every President 
since John Kennedy has had. And that 
power is the ability to suspend collective 
bargaining rules, in any Department of the 
Federal Government, when the national se-
curity is at stake. In other words, if there 
are certain work rules that prevent me from 
putting the right people at the right place 
at the right time to protect you, I have 
had, up to now—and if the Senate, some 
Senators get their way, I won’t have—the 
ability to suspend those rules. That’s what 
you want. You want me to be able to move 
quickly and to defend America. 

I’m not going to accept a lousy bill from 
the Senate. There is no question in my 
mind and there should be no question in 
the voters of Arkansas mind, that the man 
who understands this issue the best, the 
guy who’s got the best vision for homeland 
security in this race is Senator Tim Hutch-
inson. 

The best way to secure this homeland, 
short term and long term, is to find those 
killers one at a time and bring them to 
justice. See, this is a different kind of war. 
It’s a kind of war instead of trying to knock 
down airplanes and sink ships, we’re look-
ing in caves. We’re putting the spotlight 
on some of the dark corners of the world. 

Their leaders kind of hide, and then they 
send youngsters to their suicidal deaths. 
That’s the way they do it. The only way 
to treat them is what they are, international 
killers. And the only way to find them is 
to be patient and steadfast and hunt them 
down, and the United States of America 
is doing just that. 

I sent a defense bill up to the Congress 
and Senator Hutchinson and Congressman 
Boozman were strong supporters of this de-
fense bill. It’s the largest increase in de-

fense spending since Ronald Reagan was 
the President. The message is twofold. Any-
time we put our troops into harm’s way, 
they deserve the best pay, the best training 
and the best possible equipment. Senator 
Hutchinson knows that. He also knows 
what I’m about to tell you. The size of 
this defense bill sends a clear message to 
friend and foe alike: We’re in this deal 
for the long haul. 

It doesn’t matter how long it takes to 
defend the freedom of the United States. 
We received the call. We know what our 
obligations are. There’s no calendar on my 
desk in the Oval Office that says by such-
and-such a date we’re hauling them home. 
That’s not how we think in America. That’s 
not how Americans want their Government 
to act. Freedom is essential. Security of 
America is essential, and it does not matter 
how long it takes. And that defense bill 
sent that message loud and clear. 

So we’re after them. Sometimes you’ll 
see it on your TV screens, and sometimes 
you won’t. But just know we’re after them, 
and we’re after them with one of the finest 
United States militaries ever assembled. 

No, it’s important for us in Washington 
to be clear-eyed about the threats we face 
in America. See, after September the 11th, 
the world changed when it came to the 
threats to our country. In the old days— 
the old days not all that long ago, I might 
add—oceans protected us. It’s not all that 
long ago that we could kind of settle back 
and say, ‘‘Well, there’s a gathering threat 
over here, but we don’t have to worry 
about it at home because of our geography. 
Oceans can protect us.’’ There may be a 
potential conflict, and we could pick and 
choose whether we wanted to be involved 
in it. But we didn’t have to be involved 
in it, necessarily, because our own people 
at home weren’t threatened. That changed. 
The battlefield is here. And that’s why it’s 
important for us to evaluate every single 
threat that we find and deal with them 
appropriately. 
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And that’s why I started the dialog on 
Saddam Hussein. He’s a threat to America. 
He’s a true threat to our country. This is 
a man who told the world he wouldn’t have 
weapons of mass destruction, promised he 
wouldn’t have them. He’s got them. When 
they had the inspectors go in there a while 
ago, he was—some estimated—very close 
to having a nuclear weapon. Imagine this 
guy having a nuclear weapon. Imagine what 
it would mean to America and our friends. 
He said he wouldn’t have chemical weap-
ons. He’s got them. And not only does he 
have them, this is a man who used them. 
And he used them not only on people in 
his neighborhood; he used them on his own 
citizens. This is the kind of guy we’re deal-
ing with. 

This is a man who hates America. He 
hates our friends. He can’t stand what we 
believe in. He’s had contacts with Al Qaida. 
Imagine a scenario where an Al Qaida-type 
organization uses Iraq as an arsenal, a place 
to get weapons, a place to be trained to 
use the weapons. Saddam Hussein could 
use surrogates to come and attack people 
he hates. 

No, he’s a threat, and that’s why I went 
to the United Nations. I went to the United 
Nations because I want that august body 
to work to keep the peace. I want that 
august body to show whether it’s got the 
backbone necessary to hold Mr. Saddam 
Hussein to account. See, after all, for 11 
years, they’ve passed resolution after resolu-
tion after resolution. Sixteen times they’ve 
passed resolutions holding this man to ac-
count, and 16 times he ignored them. 

My message to that body is, ‘‘For the 
sake of peace, we hope you’re effective. 
We hope you’ve become an effective 
United Nations, not the League of Na-
tions.’’ Their choice to make—their choice 
to make. 

And Saddam Hussein has got a choice 
to make. It’s his choice to make. He told 
the world that he would disarm. We’re 
going to hold him to his word. We expect 
him to disarm. But for the sake of freedom, 

and for the sake of peace, if Saddam Hus-
sein won’t disarm and if the United Nations 
is incapable of doing its duty, the United 
States will lead a coalition and disarm Sad-
dam Hussein. 

And I want to thank Senator Hutchinson 
and Congressman Boozman for their strong 
support on that resolution that came out 
of the halls of the United States Congress 
that allows America to speak with one voice 
on this very important subject of peace. 

I say speaking ‘‘with one voice’’ because 
I believe that if we remain strong and 
tough when we have to be tough, we can 
achieve peace. That’s what I believe. That’s 
what I want you to tell your children or 
your grandchildren, that amongst the talk 
that they’re hearing, that the drive and the 
aim and the vision is for peace, for the 
world to be a peaceful world. 

No, we can achieve peace. We can 
achieve peace if we stay the course, and 
we can achieve peace if we remember our 
values and remember that freedom is not 
an American gift to the world; freedom is 
God’s gift to the world. 

I can’t imagine what was going through 
the mind of the enemy. I just can’t imag-
ine. They must have thought our religion 
was materialism and that we were so self-
absorbed and selfish that after 9/11/2001, 
we would take a step back and maybe file 
a lawsuit or two. [Laughter] That must have 
what they thought. 

But they’re learning different about 
America. They understand when we love 
something, we love it to the core, and we 
love freedom. And they could have never 
imagined what I’m about to tell you, that 
out of the evil done to America is going 
to come some good. Out of the evil done 
to this country, because of our nature and 
the fact that the American spirit is strong, 
is going to come a peaceful world. You 
mark my words: We’re going to have peace 
at home. But we’ll be able to achieve peace 
in parts of the world where people have 
quit on peace. We have a chance, and this 
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country is going to seize that opportunity 
to keep the peace. 

And here at home, we can be a better 
tomorrow—better America, too, and that’s 
important to realize. We have an oppor-
tunity to bring some good out of the evil. 
We have a chance to work together to 
eradicate pockets of despair and loneliness 
and hopelessness that exist right here in 
this country. Amongst our plenty, there are 
people who hurt. And so long as some of 
us hurt, we all hurt. 

But we’ve got a chance to change that, 
by starting with understanding the limita-
tions of Government. No, Senator 
Hutchinson and Governor Huckabee and 
Congressman Boozman will all work to pass 
laws that will help. But we’ve got to re-
member that Government, while it can pass 
out money, it can never put hope into peo-
ple’s hearts or a sense of purpose in peo-
ple’s lives. 

The solid truth of the matter is, when 
you find—if you want to help heal the hurt, 
if you want to hurt people and—help peo-
ple in pain, the best way to do so is to 
call upon the great strength of the country, 
which is the compassion of our fellow 
Americans. The best way to help fight evil 
is to do some good by putting your arm 
around somebody who hurts, and say, ‘‘I 
love you. What can I do to help you? How 
can I help make your life a better, hopeful 
place?’’ 

No, a lot of good folks in this country 
took a step back after September the 11th, 
and took an inventory of that which is im-
portant. That’s why I can tell you the 
American spirit is strong and alive, because 
people are beginning to understand that 
part of being a patriot is somebody willing 
to serve something greater than yourself 
in life. And you can do so all kinds of 
ways. You can do so by mentoring a child. 
You can do so by feeding the hungry, pro-

viding shelter to the homeless. You can do 
so by running a Boy Scouts troop or a 
Girl Scout troop. 

Today I met Cynthia Coughlin. She 
helped initiate the Boys and Girls Club of 
Benton County. She’s worked for Rebuild-
ing Together, with Christmas in April. 
That’s a program to rehabilitate homes for 
people who hurt. There’s all kinds of ways 
we can help. There’s all kinds of ways to 
change America one conscience, one soul, 
one person at a time. And that’s happening 
in this country; it just is. No, the American 
spirit is alive and well. 

I want the youngsters to remember that 
story of Flight 93. It helps define what 
I’m talking about, about a spirit of sacrifice. 
Remember, those are the people flying 
across the plane that day—flying across the 
country that day on the plane. They learned 
that the plane was going to be a weapon. 
They told their loved ones goodbye. They 
said a prayer. One guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ 
They took the plane into the ground to 
serve something greater than themselves in 
life. They saved lives because of their cour-
age and their heroism. 

No, our country is strong, and our coun-
try is great, which allows me to boldly pre-
dict that the evil done to America is going 
to yield a more peaceful world and a more 
hopeful country, because this is the greatest 
nation, full of the finest, most caring, most 
compassionate people on the face of the 
Earth. 

Thank you for coming. May God bless 
you all, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:37 p.m. at 
the Northwest Arkansas Regional Airport. In 
his remarks, he referred to Gov. Mike 
Huckabee and Lt. Gov. Win Rockefeller of 
Arkansas; entertainers the Gatlin Brothers; 
and President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 
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Remarks in Dallas, Texas 
November 4, 2002 

The President. Thank you all. It’s nice 
to be home. I want to thank you all for 
coming. Laura and I are working our way 
across the country to get back to Texas 
so we can vote, and I want to tell you, 
we’re not undecided. [Laughter] For the 
sake of Texas and for the sake of America, 
vote John Cornyn for the United States 
Senate. And for the sake of the taxpayers 
of Texas and for the sake of the school-
children of Texas, elect Rick Perry as the 
Governor of Texas. 

No, we’re looking forward to getting into 
that voting booth tomorrow morning, and 
I hope you are as well. I hope all of Texas 
takes their responsibility serious. You see, 
we live in a land of freedom, and therefore, 
we have an obligation to participate as free 
citizens. If you’re eligible to vote, you 
should vote. I don’t care whether you’re 
a Democrat or Republican, independent, or 
could care less about a political party, you 
have an obligation in a free society. 

You know, Laura went to SMU. They 
didn’t have a course on how to be a First 
Lady when she went here. [Laughter] But 
if they had, she’d have gotten an A-plus. 
I’m really proud of the job she’s done. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. I’m proud to be up here 
with some fine public servants; really proud 
of the job that Senator Kay Hutchison is 
doing on behalf of all of Texas. She’s a 
strong leader in the United States Senate. 
She’s a strong leader. She’s doing a fabu-
lous job. I’m proud to call her friend, and 
I’m also—— 

Audience member. [Inaudible]. 
The President. I’m also here to honor 

Senator Phil Gramm, who has done a great 
job on behalf of Texas. 

I appreciate so very much Congressman 
Henry Bonilla’s hard work in the Texas Vic-
tory committee. That’s the committee that 

is going to turn out the vote. See, that’s 
what we’re here to talk about. We’re here 
to talk about how to turn out the vote, 
how to get people to the polls. 

I want to thank you all for what you 
have done. I want to thank you for what 
you’re going to do, which is to find good 
Texans and get them to vote, turn them 
out to vote, and get them to vote for this 
ticket. 

These are candidates we can be proud 
of. These are people that you can have 
confidence in. So work hard. And by the 
way, I’m pretty familiar with Texas politics. 
You know, there’s a lot of discerning 
Democrats who are going to support this 
ticket. Don’t be afraid to talk to those good 
Democrats. Don’t be afraid to talk to inde-
pendents. Our candidates can reach across 
party line, because they’ve got a positive 
vision for the future of this State and for 
the future of our country. 

I’m proud to be up here with a great 
statewide ticket. I know them all well. I 
can vouch for their integrity and their tal-
ents: the next Lieutenant Governor, David 
Dewhurst; the next attorney general, Greg 
Abbott; a lady who has two sons working 
in my administration, that would be Carole 
Keeton Rylander; Jerry Patterson and Susan 
Combs and Michael Williams—all great 
candidates, all people you can trust. 

I want to appreciate the Members of the 
United States Congress who are here today. 
We’ve got a great congressional delegation 
from the State of Texas, Sam Johnson and 
Pete Sessions, Joe Barton and Kay Granger. 
I’m proud to call them friends. I appreciate 
working with them. Anytime there’s any 
doubt about my stance on some of these 
Texas Congressmen, if they’re voting with 
me, I’m for them. [Laughter] And they’re 
voting with me. They’re solid friends. And 
we need Jeb Hensarling and the rest of 
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the people running for the United States 
Congress in Washington, DC, too. 

I want to thank the bands who are here 
tonight, the Waxahachie High School band. 
Is the courthouse still standing? That’s 
good. Lake Highlands High School band, 
I appreciate you all coming. If you’re 18, 
you’ve got to vote now. If you’re 18, you’ve 
got to vote. 

The SMU band is here. I appreciate 
them coming. I know you’re 18. [Laughter] 
Eric Orson Band, I appreciate them com-
ing as well. I’m sorry we weren’t here in 
time to hear the music. We had to stop 
in Arkansas on the way down. They’re fix-
ing to reelect a Governor, and you’re fixing 
to elect a good man to Governor of Texas. 
That man is Rick Perry. 

He knows what he’s doing. He knows 
how to manage the budget. He understands 
public schools. He understands jobs. He 
is the absolute right man for the job of 
Governor of Texas. And like me, he mar-
ried well. [Laughter] Anita is a great first 
lady for Texas. 

I can’t be any stronger for John Cornyn 
than this: It is the right thing to do for 
America, to put John Cornyn in the United 
States Senate. I know him. I trust him. 
And we can work together on some big 
issues on behalf of all of Texas and all 
of America. And there are some big hurdles 
facing this country. 

First of all, this economy isn’t doing as 
good as it should be doing. It’s bumping 
along. And therefore, there are some peo-
ple looking for work who can’t find work. 
And anytime somebody is looking for work 
who can’t find work, says to me that we’ve 
got to figure out how to continue to in-
crease the job base of America. But there’s 
a fundamental difference of opinion in 
Washington, DC, as to how to do that. 
The page of the economic textbook that 
we’ve read from says that if you let a per-
son keep more of their own money, they’re 
more than likely to demand an additional 
good or a service. They’re likely to demand 
a good or a service, and when they do 

that, somebody is likely to produce the 
good or a service. And when somebody 
produces the good or a service, it’s more 
likely somebody is going to be able to find 
a job. 

And therefore, the tax cuts we pass in 
Washington came at the exact right time 
in economic history. And I need a Senator 
who will stand strong on this issue. I need 
a Senator with whom we can work to make 
the tax cuts permanent, and that Senator 
is John Cornyn. 

I look forward to working with John on 
a lot of issues, on education and on Medi-
care. Listen, medicine has changed, and 
Medicare hasn’t. Medicine has become 
modern. Technologies have changed. 
There’s new discoveries. But Medicare is 
stuck in the past. I need to work with Kay 
Hutchison and John Cornyn and Members 
of the Congress to modernize Medicare, 
which means prescription drug benefits for 
our seniors. 

And we’ve got another problem with 
health care. There’s too many lawsuits. 
There’s too many junk lawsuits that are 
running up the cost of medicine. They’re 
filing suits all over this country, which 
means good, honest people who have got 
a claim can’t get to the judges, can’t get 
into the courthouse. It means that people 
aren’t going to have accessible and afford-
able health care. Excessive lawsuits run up 
the cost of medicine, and they’re driving 
docs out of the practice of medicine. We 
need a Senate who will join me in passing 
Federal medical liability reform. 

And I need a Senator from Texas with 
whom I can work to help fulfill one of 
my most serious responsibilities, and that 
is to put good people on the Federal 
bench. There is a vacancy on our benches. 
There is vacancies all around the country 
because the bunch that’s running the Sen-
ate right now won’t give my nominees a 
fair hearing. And when they do give them 
a hearing, some of them have their records 
distorted. I need a United States Senator 
who will stand strong for what most Texans 
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want, and that is a judiciary full of honest 
and honorable people who will not use 
their bench from which to legislate but to 
interpret the Constitution of the United 
States. 

You may remember what happened to 
one of our finest Texans, Priscilla Owen. 
I picked Priscilla to serve on one of our 
top benches. I did so because she’s a bril-
liant lady. She’s an honest person. She fin-
ished tops in her law school. She was 
ranked by the ABA as one of the top picks. 
She is backed by Republicans and Demo-
crats from the State of Texas. She ran state-
wide and was overwhelmingly elected. I put 
her up there. Because these people are 
playing politics, petty politics, with the 
nominees I’ve picked, her record was dis-
torted, and she was denied a seat. She was 
grossly treated. I can assure you that with 
John Cornyn in the Senate, he would be 
a strong supporter of Priscilla Owen and 
my judges. There’s a big difference in this 
race between the two running for the 
United States Senate. And that Priscilla 
Owen case is a clear example of what I’m 
talking about. 

There’s going to be a lot of issues we’ll 
work on together. The biggest issue we’ve 
got is to protect America, to protect you 
from further attack, to do everything we 
can to prevent an enemy from hitting this 
country again. It’s still a problem for us 
because there’s an enemy lurking out there 
which hates us, and they hate us because 
of what we love. We love our freedom. 
We love the fact that people can worship 
freely in America. We love the fact that 
people can speak their mind in this coun-
try. We love a free press. We love every 
aspect of our freedom, and we’re not going 
to change. 

So long as we take that stand, they’re 
going to try to hurt us. And therefore, 
we’ve got to do everything we can to pro-
tect you. And there’s a lot of good people 
doing that. I mean, listen, we’re on notice. 
We remember—we remember, remember 
what happened. And therefore, there’s a 

lot of good people working overtime to run 
down every hint, any idea, any suggestion 
that somebody is fixing to or thinking about 
doing something to America. We’re moving 
on it. It is our most solemn obligation. 

I think we can do a better job of pro-
tecting you, and that’s why I went to the 
United States Congress, to join me in the 
creation of a Department of Homeland Se-
curity. It needs to be a Department that 
brings agencies together to focus their at-
tention, to change culture if need be, so 
that people who are working hard on your 
behalf get the message that this is our 
number one job and number one priority. 

And the House of Representatives re-
sponded. And I want to thank the House 
Members who are here. But the bill got 
stuck in the Senate. Here we are with an 
enemy lurking out there, and the bill got 
stuck in the Senate because some Senators 
want to take away power from the Presi-
dency. They want to take away what every 
President since John F. Kennedy has had, 
and that is the capacity to suspend certain 
collective bargaining rules for the sake of 
national security. In other words, if there’s 
some rules that prevent me from putting 
the right place—people at the right place 
at the right time, to protect you, I ought 
to be able to suspend those rules. But not 
according to these people. No, the special 
interests have grabbed them up there. They 
want to micromanage the process. I need 
John Cornyn in the Senate to make sure 
we get us a good homeland security bill. 

But the best way to protect the home-
land is to hunt these killers down, one at 
a time, and bring them to justice. That’s 
what we have to do. And that is what we’re 
going to do. And that is why I went to 
the Congress and asked for a substantial 
increase in defense spending, as a matter 
of fact, the largest increase since Ronald 
Reagan was the President. And I want to 
thank Senator Hutchinson, and I want to 
thank the Members of Congress for backing 
me on that request. 
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And there’s two messages in that bill that 
I want to share with you. One, anytime 
this country puts any of our youngsters into 
harm’s way, they deserve the best pay, the 
best training, and the best possible equip-
ment. 

And the second message is equally im-
portant. And that is, we’re in this deal for 
the long haul. See, when it comes to the 
defense of our freedoms, it doesn’t matter 
how long it takes. We’re going to do the 
job. We’re going to defend freedom. We’re 
going to do a responsibility so future gen-
erations of Americans will know we an-
swered the call. It just doesn’t matter how 
long it takes. There’s not a calendar on 
my desk in that wonderful Oval Office that 
says, on such-and-such a date, haul them 
home. That’s not the way I think. 

And we’re making progress in this dif-
ferent kind of war. In the old days, if you 
knocked down an airplane or sunk a ship, 
you could say you’re making progress. This 
group we fight now hides in caves or kind 
of slithers around the dark corners of the 
world, and they send their youngsters to 
their suicidal deaths. We value life in 
America. We say everybody is precious. 
These folks have hijacked a great religion 
and don’t care who they kill. And that’s 
the nature of the enemy. They’re tough. 
We’re tougher. Slowly but surely, we’re dis-
mantling the terrorist network. 

It’s important for us to be realistic here 
in America about the threats we face. It’s 
essential we see the world the way it is, 
not the way we hope it would be, because 
the stakes changed dramatically after Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001. Prior to that date, 
we had oceans that we thought protected 
us, that if there was a gathering threat 
somewhere around the world, we could ei-
ther deal with that threat or ignore it, be-
cause we were safe at home. Geography 
kept us safe. After September the 11th, 
2001, geography doesn’t keep us safe. And 
therefore, in my judgment, we’ve got to 
be cold-eyed realists about threats as they 

emerge and deal with each one of them 
according to the level of threat. 

There is a threat to the United States, 
and our close friends and allies, in Iraq. 
The leader of Iraq is a man who for 11 
years has deceived the world. He said he 
wouldn’t have weapons of mass destruction. 
He has weapons of mass destruction. At 
one time we know for certain he was close 
to having a nuclear weapon. Imagine Sad-
dam Hussein with a nuclear weapon. Not 
only has he got chemical weapons, but I 
want you to remember, he’s used chemical 
weapons. He’s used weapons on people in 
his neighborhood. He’s used weapons on 
people in his own country. This is a man 
who cannot stand America. He cannot 
stand what we stand for. He can’t stand 
some of our closest friends and allies. This 
is a man who has got connections with Al 
Qaida. Imagine a terrorist network with 
Iraq as an arsenal and as a training ground, 
so that a Saddam Hussein could use his 
shadowy group of people to attack his 
enemy and leave no fingerprint behind. 
He’s a threat. 

I went to the United Nations to make 
clear a couple of things: One, he’s a threat; 
and secondly, that this august body has a 
chance to keep the peace. And yet for 16 
resolutions, resolution after resolution after 
resolution, Saddam Hussein has defied the 
United Nations. It is now time for the 
United Nations to choose whether it’s going 
to be an effective peacekeeping organiza-
tion or whether it’s going to be like one 
of its predecessors, the League of Nations, 
an empty debating society. It is their choice 
to make. 

It is Saddam Hussein’s choice to make. 
He’s told the world he would not have 
weapons of mass destruction, and in the 
name of peace, we expect him to honor 
that commitment. Should he choose not to 
honor the commitment, the U.N. is incapa-
ble of acting, the United States in the name 
of peace, in the name of freedom, will lead 
a coalition and disarm Saddam Hussein. 
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I say, ‘‘in the name of peace,’’ because 
that’s what’s going to happen, in my judg-
ment. See, out of the evil done to America 
is going to come some good. I don’t know 
what got into the minds of the terrorists 
when they hit us. I guess they assumed 
our national religion was materialism, that 
we were so selfish, self-absorbed, that after 
9/11/2001 we might take a step back and 
file a lawsuit or two. [Laughter] They don’t 
understand the nature of this great country. 
They don’t understand the depth of our 
passion for freedom. 

If we stay tough when we need to be 
tough, stay strong when we need to be 
strong, speak clearly about good and evil, 
if we remember that freedom is not Amer-
ica’s gift to the world but God’s gift to 
the world, we can achieve peace. We can 
achieve peace here at home—we can 
achieve peace here at home. We can 
achieve peace in parts of the world which 
have quit on peace. I believe it. I believe 
out of the evil done to America is going 
to come good abroad, in the form of peace. 
And I believe it’s going to make America 
a better place. 

I believe I know a lot of our citizens 
have taken a step back and taken an assess-
ment about that which is important in their 
lives. A lot of people have asked that ques-
tion, ‘‘How can I help?’’ Well, I’ve got 
some ideas for you. First, it’s important 
to remember that in the land of plenty, 
there are people who hurt. There’s pockets 
of despair and hopelessness and addiction. 
People, when you say ‘‘the American 
Dream,’’ they have absolutely no idea what 
you’re talking about. We’ve got to remem-
ber in this country, when some of us hurt, 
we all hurt. And therefore, we’ve got to 
try to make a difference to improve the 
lot of everybody’s lives. And Government 
can help. We’ll work on Medicare, and 
we’ll work on education. And Government 
can pass out money. But I want you to 
remember, what Government cannot do is 
to put hope in people’s hearts or a sense 
of purpose in people’s lives. People’s lives 

change when somebody puts their arm 
around them and says, ‘‘I love you. Can 
I help you? What can I do to make your 
life a better life?’’ 

And that’s happening all across America. 
I’m sure there’s mentors here, people who 
are saving one child’s life at a time. I know 
there are people here who feed the hungry, 
provide housing for the homeless, or run 
a Boy Scouts troop or a Girl Scouts troop, 
or Big Brothers and Big Sisters. There’s 
all kinds of ways that you can help change 
America, one heart, one conscience, one 
soul at a time. No, the spirit of America 
is strong. It’s alive and well. It’s a spirit 
that says, when it comes to the defense 
of our freedom, it doesn’t matter how long 
it takes; we’ll defend freedom. 

It also says that a true American is some-
body who serves a cause greater than them-
selves. I want the high school students and 
youngsters here to always remember the 
story of Flight 93. These are people flying 
across the country, what they thought was 
going to be just an average trip. They 
learned that the airplane they were on was 
going to be used as a weapon. They told 
their loved ones goodbye. They said a pray-
er, asking for guidance from the Almighty. 
One guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They took the 
plane into the ground to save lives and 
to serve something greater than themselves. 

The enemy hit us—the enemy hit us. 
They had no earthly idea who they were 
hitting. They didn’t have any idea that the 
spirit of this country is strong and alive 
and vibrant, which allows me to boldly pre-
dict that out of the evil done to America 
is going to come a more peaceful world, 
and out of the evil done to America will 
come a more hopeful America, where the 
great sunshine of hope of this country 
shines its light into every corner of this 
land. And I can say that with confidence, 
because this is the greatest country, full 
of the most decent and honorable people 
on the face of the Earth. 

Thanks for coming. May God bless. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 6:08 p.m. in 
Moody Coliseum at Southern Methodist 
University. In his remarks, he referred to 
senatorial candidate John Cornyn; guber-
natorial candidate Rick Perry and his wife, 
Anita; Carole Keeton Rylander, candidate for 
Texas comptroller; Jerry Patterson, candidate 

for Texas land commissioner; Susan Combs, 
candidate for Texas agricultural commis-
sioner; Michael Williams, candidate for Texas 
railroad commissioner; Jeb Hensarling, can-
didate for Texas’ Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict; and President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

Exchange With Reporters After Voting in Crawford, Texas 
November 5, 2002 

2002 Elections 
Q. Mr. President, what do you think the 

party’s chances are today, sir? Are you feel-
ing good about the election? 

The President. I hope people vote. I’m 
encouraging all people across this country 
to vote. 

[At this point, the President greeted other 
voters.] 

25th Wedding Anniversary/First Lady’s 
Birthday 

The President. I’m not telling what I gave 
the First Lady for our 25th anniversary. 
[Laughter] 

The First Lady. I’m telling. [Laughter] 
Q. What about for her birthday? 

The President. What? 
Q. What about for her birthday? 
The President. Not telling. [Laughter] 

Let me just say that I remembered. 
Q. Mr. President, do you think you’re 

getting close to agreement on a U.N. reso-
lution? 

The First Lady. He did remember. 
[The President greeted other voters.] 

Q. Sir, what are you thinking about the 
Senate today? Have you got a chance? 

The President. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The exchange began at 8:10 a.m. out-
side the Crawford Fire House. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content 
of this exchange. 

Statement on Signing Legislation To Provide for Improvement of Federal 
Education Research, Statistics, Evaluation, Information, and Dissemination, 
and for Other Purposes 
November 5, 2002 

Today I have signed into law H.R. 3801, 
an Act to provide for improvement of Fed-
eral education research, statistics, evalua-
tion, information, and dissemination, and 
for other purposes. This Act will substan-
tially strengthen the scientific basis for the 
Department of Education’s continuing ef-
forts to help families, schools, and State 

and local governments with the education 
of America’s children. This Act is an impor-
tant complement to the No Child Left Be-
hind Act enacted earlier this year. 

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tions 115, 116(f), 117(d), 119, 156(b), and 
186 of the Act in a manner consistent with 
the President’s constitutional authority to 
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supervise the unitary executive branch and 
shall construe section 116(f) in a manner 
consistent with the President’s authority 
under the Recommendations Clause of the 
Constitution to submit for the consideration 
of the Congress such measures as the Presi-
dent shall judge necessary or expedient. 
Also, in accordance with the President’s 
constitutional power to select individuals 
for nomination, the executive branch shall 
construe section 116(c)(2) as advisory only. 
In addition, the Director of the Institute 
of Education Sciences shall implement sec-
tion 186(a) of the Act subject to the super-
vision and direction of the Secretary of 
Education. Finally, the executive branch 
shall construe section 156(b) regarding the 
furnishing of compilations or surveys in a 
manner consistent with the principles enun-
ciated by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1983 
in INS v. Chadha, which do not permit 
the Congress by law to authorize a congres-
sional committee to direct an executive 
branch entity to create a compilation or 
survey. 

The executive branch shall construe pro-
visions of the Act that require taking ac-

count of race, culture, gender, age, region, 
socioeconomics, ideology, secularity and 
partisan politics, including sections 
111(b)(2)(B), 114(f)(7) and (8), 115(a)(1), 
116(b)(8) and (10), 133(c)(7), and 
151(b)(3), in a manner consistent with First 
Amendment freedoms and the require-
ments of equal protection and due process 
under the Due Process Clause of the Fifth 
Amendment. 

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 174 and title II of the Act as imposing 
duties on a State or its officials only when 
the duties are a condition of a Federal 
grant or contract accepted by or under the 
authority of a State, as is consistent with 
the principles governing Federal-State rela-
tions enunciated by the U.S. Supreme 
Court in 1997 in Printz v. United States. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
November 5, 2002. 

NOTE: H.R. 3801, approved November 5, 
was assigned Public Law No. 107–279. 

Message on the Observance of Ramadan 
November 5, 2002 

I send greetings to Muslims in the 
United States and around the world as you 
observe the holy month of Ramadan. 

Islam is a peace-loving faith that is prac-
ticed by more than one billion people, in-
cluding millions of American Muslims. 
These proud citizens contribute to the di-
versity that makes our country strong, and 
the United States is grateful for the friend-
ship and support of many Muslim Nations 
that are vital partners in the global coalition 
to fight against terrorism. 

The Qur’an teaches that Ramadan is a 
time for fasting, prayer, worship, and con-
templation. Muslims observe this month by 

renewing their dedication to caring for 
those in need, doing good deeds, and 
strengthening family and community ties. 
These actions reflect many of the values 
that Muslims share with people of other 
faiths across our Nation and around the 
world, including courage, compassion, and 
service. 

America remains committed to freedom, 
justice, and opportunity for all people. Dur-
ing this season of reverence and examina-
tion, we continue to work together for a 
future of peace, tolerance, and under-
standing. Laura joins me in sending our 
best wishes for a blessed time. May you 
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be well during Ramadan and throughout NOTE: An original was not available for 
the coming year. verification of the content of this message. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Military and 
Civilian Personnel in Colombia Supporting Plan Colombia 
November 6, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Pursuant to section 3204(f), title III, 

chapter 2 of the Emergency Supplemental 
Act, 2000 (the ‘‘Act’’), as enacted in the 
Military Construction Appropriations Act, 
2001, Public Law 106–246, I am providing 
a report prepared by my Administration. 
The report provides ‘‘the aggregate num-
ber, locations, activities, and lengths of as-
signment for all temporary and permanent 
U.S. military personnel and U.S. individual 
civilians retained as contractors involved in 
the antinarcotics campaign in Colombia.’’ 

In so doing, I note and appreciate the 
continued strong bipartisan support given 
to U.S. programs assisting Colombia in the 
Act and elsewhere. 

This report is classified because of force 
protection considerations and the high level 
of terrorist threat in Colombia. However, 
the aggregate numbers given below are un-
classified. 

The President’s News Conference 
November 7, 2002 

The President. Thank you. Good after-
noon. Thanks for coming. This is an impor-
tant week for our country and for the 
world. The United Nations will vote tomor-
row on a resolution bringing the civilized 
world together to disarm Saddam Hussein. 
Here at home, our citizens have voted in 
an election that I believe will strengthen 

The report indicates that as of Sep-
tember 13, 2002, the end of this reporting 
period, there were 138 temporary and per-
manent U.S. military personnel and 250 
U.S. civilians retained as individual contrac-
tors in Colombia involved in supporting 
Plan Colombia. This report further indi-
cates that during July, August, and Sep-
tember 2002, these figures never exceeded 
the ceilings established in section 3204(b) 
of the Act, as amended. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on No-
vember 7. 

our ability to make progress for all the 
American people. 

I congratulate the men and women, Re-
publicans and Democrats, who were elect-
ed this week to public office all across 
America. I appreciate their willingness to 
leave their private lives and to serve their 
communities and to serve our Nation. 
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I also commend the millions of voters 
across America and across the political 
spectrum who went to the polls. At a time 
when our freedoms are under attack, it is 
more important than ever that our citizens 
exercise the rights and responsibilities of 
our democracy. 

Now that the voters have spoken, I urge 
the members of both political parties to 
come together to get things done for the 
American people. I’ve talked to leaders of 
both parties and assured them I want to 
work with them. I talked to Senator 
Daschle yesterday and said that, although 
the Republican Party now leads the Senate, 
I still want to work with him to get things 
done for the American people. I talked to 
Leader Gephardt as well. 

I look forward to working with Members 
of the Congress and the newly elected Gov-
ernors to make America’s families safer in 
their homes and their communities, to 
make our economy stronger so people can 
find work, to make our country a better 
and more compassionate place. Members 
of the new Congress will take office in Jan-
uary, and they’ll have a full agenda. The 
current Congress, however, will return in 
just a few days to take up some unfinished 
business. 

We have a responsibility to protect the 
American people against threats from any 
source. I’m grateful to the Members of the 
Congress, both Republicans and Demo-
crats, that came together to support the 
war against terror and authorize, if need 
be, the use of force to disarm Iraq. We 
must bring the same spirit of bipartisan 
cooperation to the urgent task of protecting 
our country from the ongoing threat of ter-
rorist attack. 

The single most important item of unfin-
ished business on Capitol Hill is to create 
a unified Department of Homeland Secu-
rity that will vastly improve our ability to 
protect our coasts and our borders and our 
communities. The election may be over, 
but a terrorist threat is still real. The Sen-
ate must pass a bill that will strengthen 

our ability to protect the American people. 
And they must pass a bill that preserves 
the authority every President since John 
Kennedy has had to act in the interest of 
national security. It’s imperative that the 
Congress send me a bill that I can sign 
before the 107th Congress ends. 

We have a responsibility to strengthen 
the economy so people can find work. 
We’re working to keep this economy mov-
ing. And one immediate thing Congress 
should do to help people put—back to 
work is to pass legislation so that construc-
tion projects can get insurance against ter-
rorism. This will spur construction and cre-
ate thousands of good hardhat jobs that 
are currently on hold because projects with-
out insurance cannot be built. 

Although it’s late in the process, Con-
gress must show fiscal discipline. At a time 
when we’re at war and a time when we 
need to strengthen our economy, Congress 
must be wise with the people’s money, 
fund the Nation’s priorities, and control 
wasteful spending. The workers of America 
deserve our action on these important 
issues which have been stalled, yet when 
approved, will strengthen our economy. 

Many of the fundamental economic indi-
cators are good. Interest rates are low, so 
Americans can buy more homes. Inflation 
is low, so paychecks go further in buying 
groceries and gas. The productivity of our 
workers is high. The economy has come 
out of a recession and is growing, but I’m 
not satisfied because I know we can do 
better. We must have an economy to grow 
at a faster and stronger pace so Americans 
can find a job. And so I’ll work with new 
Congress to pass new growth and jobs 
packages early next year. 

I look forward to welcoming a new Con-
gress, and I look forward to working with 
the current Congress to finish some very 
important work. 

And now it’s my privilege to take some 
of your questions, starting with Sandra 
[Sandra Sobieraj, Associated Press]. 
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2002 Elections 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Do you 

believe that Tuesday’s election gave you, 
personally, a mandate? And now that you 
have the Republican Congress, what will 
you do specifically, beyond terrorism insur-
ance and Government spending restraints, 
to address the real anxieties—[inaudible]— 
of everyday Americans—[inaudible]? 

The President. Yes. First, I think can-
didates win elections because they’re good 
candidates, not because they may happen 
to have the President as a friend—or a 
foe, for that matter. Races that were won 
were won because people were able to con-
vince the voters they could trust their judg-
ment, convince the voters they care deeply 
about their circumstances. I believe if there 
is a mandate in any election, at least in 
this one, it’s that people want something 
to get done. They want people to work 
together in Washington, DC, to pass mean-
ingful legislation which will improve their 
lives. 

The best way to win an election is to— 
is to earn the trust of the voters, and that’s 
what happened in State after State after 
State. We had some really good candidates 
who overcame some pretty tough odds. 
They were running against incumbents in 
a lot of cases, and they ran great races. 
And they were reassuring people. And I 
really attribute the successes to the nature 
of their candidacies and the hard-working 
people that turned out the vote. There 
were some really effective voter turnout or-
ganizations around the country. 

And I think the way to look at this elec-
tion is to say, the people want something 
done. They see the risks are high, the risk 
of being able to find a job or the risk 
of keeping the homeland secure. And they 
want people to come together to work on 
it, and that’s what I intend to do. 

Holland [Steve Holland, Reuters]. 

Legislative Agenda 
Q. The specifics of your—— 

The President. Oh, sorry, yes. Well, I’ll 
let you know at the right time. For right 
now, we’ve got to get through a lameduck 
session. A lameduck session, for people who 
don’t know what that means, it means the 
Senate is coming and the House is coming 
back between now and Christmas, and 
they’ve got a few days to get some big 
things done. And the most important thing 
to get done, I want to emphasize, is get 
a Department of Homeland Security fin-
ished. 

Some rumor is moving around that we 
may not be too keen on getting that done. 
I want it done. It is a priority. We got 
a good bill out of the House, and they 
need to get a bill out of the Senate and 
to conference and to my desk. I don’t know 
how much time that’s going to take, but 
having watched the debate prior to the 
election, it may take some time. But it 
doesn’t matter how long it takes, they need 
to get it done. 

Secondly, they need to get a budget 
done. We need to get the bills, the appro-
priation bills, done. And I mentioned, 
they’ve got to get the terrorism insurance 
bill done. 

Now, given the amount of time they’re 
likely to be here, that’s a pretty big agenda. 
And in terms of afterwards, I’ll let you 
know. But there are some issues, of course, 
that I intend to work with the Congress 
on, and one of them is to get prescription 
drug benefits to our seniors. That’s an im-
portant issue. It’s an issue that I talked 
about at every speech. The candidates, I’m 
sure both political parties, talked about it. 
And that’s something that we need to get 
done. 

But let’s get this—get out of this lame-
duck session first. 

Steve. 

United Nations Resolution on Iraq 
Q. Mr. President, how confident are you 

that the Security Council will approve the 
tough new resolution on Iraq? And if that 
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happens, what happens next? What’s the 
next step? Is war inevitable? 

The President. Well, first of all, the reso-
lution we put down is a tough new resolu-
tion. It talks about material breach and in-
spections and serious consequences if Sad-
dam Hussein continues to defy the world 
and not disarm. So, one, I’m pleased with 
the resolution we put down. Otherwise, we 
wouldn’t have put it down. 

I just talked to Jacques Chirac, and ear-
lier today I talked to Vladimir Putin. I char-
acterize our conversation—I’m loathe to 
put words in somebody else’s mouth. 
That’s, evidently, not the case with a lot 
of people in Washington, but nevertheless, 
I am. And I’m optimistic we’ll get the reso-
lution vote tomorrow, let me put it to you 
that way. 

And Steve, the resolution is a disar-
mament resolution; that’s what it is. It’s 
a statement of intent to, once and for all, 
disarm Saddam Hussein. He’s a threat. 
He’s a threat to the country. He’s a threat 
to people in his neighborhood. He’s a real 
threat, and it’s now time for the world to 
come together and disarm him. And when 
this resolution passes, I will—we’ll be able 
to say that the United Nations has recog-
nized the threat, and now we’re going to 
work together to disarm him. 

And he must be cooperative in the disar-
mament. So the job of inspectors is to de-
termine his level of cooperation, see. He 
has got to be the agent of disarming. He’s 
got to agree that what we’re doing is what 
he said he would do, and—just like the 
United Nations has agreed that it is impor-
tant to disarm him, for the sake of peace. 
And so the next step will be to put an 
inspection regime in there to—after all the 
declarations and after all the preamble to 
inspections, that he’s got to show the world 
he’s disarming. And that’s where we’ll be 
next. 

Let’s see here. Helen [Helen Thomas, 
Hearst Newspapers]. 

Q. I have a followup—— 

The President. Yes, I have a list. [Laugh-
ter] I don’t want to be so discriminatory 
that people will say that I haven’t thought 
this through. After all, the new arrange-
ment—and by the way, we’re here in honor 
of Ari Fleischer. Otherwise, we’d be in his 
house. But since he’s getting married this 
weekend, I thought it appropriate to leave 
the podium that he occupies empty, in 
honor of the fact that he’s getting married. 
I hope you all have sent your gifts to him. 
[Laughter] 

Ari, I did what you asked me to do. 
[Laughter] I’m sure he’s on C–SPAN right 
now. 

Helen. 

Iraq and North Korea 
Q. Mr. President, what is the logic of 

your insistence on invading Iraq at some 
point, which may someday have nuclear 
weapons, and not laying a glove on North 
Korea, which may have them or may 
produce them—both of which, of course, 
would be against international law. And I 
have a followup. [Laughter] 

The President. Well, I may decide to let 
you have that followup or not, depending 
upon—[laughter]—depending on whether I 
like my answer. [Laughter] 

I am insistent upon one thing about Iraq, 
and that is that Saddam Hussein disarm. 
That’s what I’m insistent on. He agreed 
to do that, by the way. Saddam Hussein 
said he would disarm, and he hasn’t. And 
for the—— 

Q. And you don’t—— 
The President. Is that the followup? 

[Laughter] Okay, that is the followup. I 
do care about North Korea. And as I said 
from the beginning of this new war in the 
21st century, we’ll deal with each threat 
differently. Each threat requires a different 
type of response. You’ve heard my strategy 
on dealing with Iraq. I’ve been very clear 
on the strategy all along, and tomorrow it 
looks like part of that strategy is coming 
to fruition. 
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With North Korea, we’re taking a dif-
ferent strategy, initially, and it’s this, that 
we’re going to work with countries in the 
neighborhood to convince North Korea that 
it is not in the world’s interests that they 
develop a nuclear weapon through highly 
enriched uranium. 

We know they’ve got the capacity 
through plutonium. We have IAEA inspec-
tors there watching carefully their pluto-
nium stockpile. And then we discovered 
that, contrary to an agreement they had 
with the United States, they’re enriching 
uranium, with the desire of developing a 
weapon. They admitted to this. And so, 
therefore, we have worked with our Japa-
nese friends and South Korean friends, 
with the leadership in China—I will talk 
with Vladimir Putin about this after my trip 
to the NATO summit—to remind North 
Korea that if they expect to be a—wel-
comed into this family of peaceful nations, 
that they should not enrich uranium. 

I thought it was a very interesting state-
ment that Jiang Zemin made in Crawford, 
where he declared very clearly that he 
wants a nuclear-weapons-free Korean Pe-
ninsula. That was, in my judgment, an im-
portant clarification of Chinese policy that 
I hope the North Koreans listen to. I be-
lieve we can achieve this objective, Helen, 
by working closely with this consortium of 
nations which have got a valid interest in 
seeing to it that North Korea does not have 
nuclear weapons. 

Terry [Terry Moran, ABC News]. 
Q. Mr. President, can I have a fol-

lowup—— 
The President. Of course, you can. Yes, 

it’s fine. [Laughter] If the elections had 
gone a different way, I might not be so 
generous. [Laughter] 

Q. You are leaving the impression that 
Iraqi lives, the human cost, doesn’t mean 
anything—— 

The President. Say that again? 
Q. You are leaving the impression that 

you wouldn’t mind if you go to war against 
Iraq, but you deal with another nation 

which may have weapons in a different 
way. But there are two other impressions 
around: one, that you have an obsession 
with going after Saddam Hussein at any 
cost; and also that you covet the oil fields. 

The President. Yes. Well, I’m—some 
people have the right impressions and some 
people have the wrong impressions. 

Q. Can you—— 
The President. Well, those are the wrong 

impressions. 
Q. Okay. 
The President. I have a deep desire for 

peace. That’s what I have a desire for, and 
freedom for the Iraqi people. See, I don’t 
like a system where people are repressed 
through torture and murder in order to 
keep a dictator in place. It troubles me 
deeply. And so the Iraqi people must hear 
this loud and clear, that this country never 
has any intention to conquer anybody. 
That’s not the intention of the American 
people or our Government. We believe in 
freedom, and we believe in peace. And we 
believe the Iraqi dictator is a threat to 
peace. And so that’s why I made the deci-
sions I made, in terms of Iraq. 

Now, Terry Moran. 

Risk Assessment Regarding Iraq 
Q. Thank you, sir. On Iraq, you’ve said 

many times that if Saddam Hussein does 
not disarm, he will be disarmed militarily, 
if necessary, by the U.N. or the U.S. and 
others. There’s a school of thought that says 
that going to war against Iraq would be 
a dangerous and misguided idea because 
it would generate a tremendous amount of 
anger and hatred at the United States, and 
out of that you’d essentially be creating 
many new terrorists who would want to 
kill Americans. What’s wrong with that 
analysis? 

The President. Well, that’s like saying we 
should not go after Al Qaida because we 
might irritate somebody, and that would 
create a danger to Americans. My attitude 
is, you’ve got to deal with terrorism in a 
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firm way. And if they see threats, you deal 
with them in all different kinds of ways. 

The only way, in my judgment, to deal 
with Saddam Hussein is to bring the inter-
national community together to convince 
him to disarm. But if he’s not going to 
disarm, we’ll disarm him, in order to make 
the world a more peaceful place. And some 
people aren’t going to like that—I under-
stand. But some people won’t like it if he 
ends up with a nuclear weapon and uses 
it. We have an obligation to lead. And I 
intend to assume that obligation to make 
the world more peaceful. 

Terry, listen, there’s risk in all action we 
take, but the risk of inaction is not a choice, 
as far as I’m concerned. The inaction cre-
ates more risk than doing our duty to make 
the world more peaceful. And obviously, 
I weighed all the consequences about all 
the differences. Hopefully, we can do this 
peacefully—don’t get me wrong. And if the 
world were to collectively come together 
to do so, and to put pressure on Saddam 
Hussein and convince him to disarm, 
there’s a chance he may decide to do that. 

And war is not my first choice, don’t— 
it’s my last choice. But nevertheless, it is 
a—it is an option in order to make the 
world a more peaceful place. 

Let’s see here. King. John King [Cable 
News Network], that is. 

Legislative Agenda 
Q. Sir, in response to the elections, 

you’re being quite humble about the results 
and your role. But many conservative law-
makers and many more conservative groups 
are saying, ‘‘Seize the moment.’’ They say 
early in the new Congress, you should push 
your plan to partially privatize Social Secu-
rity; you should push for new restrictions 
on abortion; you should push and renomi-
nate the judges that were rejected by the 
Senate; and that you should push a total 
overhaul of the Tax Code. What are your 
views on that? 

The President. Well, I appreciate all the 
advice I’m getting. [Laughter] One of the 

things about this job, if you listen carefully, 
you get a lot of advice. And I—it’s impor-
tant for a President to set priorities, and 
the two biggest priorities are the protection 
of the American people—that’s why I want-
ed to get this Homeland Security Depart-
ment done—and the other one is people 
being able to find jobs. And we’ll work 
on those. And tax relief or tax reform, how-
ever you want to describe it, is part of, 
in my judgment, of creating economic vital-
ity. 

But there are other things we can work 
on. Obviously, I’d like to see some of my 
judges get a good—a fair hearing and get 
approved. And Medicare, prescription 
drugs is a very important issue, needs to 
get done. Terrorism insurance is an impor-
tant issue. Energy bill is an important issue. 
I mean, there’s a lot of things we can do 
and should do when they come back. And 
I can’t remember the litany of things. Lis-
ten, there’s going to be a huge laundry 
list of things people want to get done, and 
my job is to set priorities and get them 
done. And job creation and economic secu-
rity—job creation and economic security, 
as well as homeland security, are the two 
most important priorities we face. 

Q. Social Security and any new restric-
tions—— 

The President. No, I think the Social Se-
curity debate is an incredibly important de-
bate. And we call them personal savings 
accounts, John, so that people have the op-
tion, at their choice, to manage their own 
money. That would be younger workers. 
Obviously, we’ve got to assure older work-
ers that the promises we have made will 
be kept. 

And the danger, really, is for young 
workers. That’s the threat, as to whether 
Social Security will be around for young 
workers without some massive tax increase. 
And I still strongly believe that the best 
way to achieve security in Social Security 
for younger workers is to give them the 
option of managing their own money 
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through a personal savings account. Yes, it’s 
an important issue as well. 

Listen, there’s a lot of important issues. 
The budget is an important issue. The 
budget is an important issue coming out 
of the lameduck session. And the budget, 
as you know—you’re an old hand around 
here—is always an important issue in the 
next session. So that’s always an issue, too. 
There are some practical matters as well 
that will occupy time here in Washington, 
DC. 

Roberts. John Roberts [CBS News], that 
is. 

Securities and Exchange Commission/ 
Economic Team 

Q. I’m wondering, sir, is Harvey Pitt, 
the Chairman of the SEC, just the first 
member of your economic team to go? And 
a separate question: Will you ask William 
Webster to resign? 

The President. Well, let’s see, let me start 
with Pitt. Harvey Pitt did some very good 
things at the SEC, and it’s important for 
the American people to know that. Right 
after 9/11, he did a lot to get the markets 
opened. He really was—he played a major 
role in that and received good credit for 
that. And I want to thank Harvey Pitt for 
that, and the American people should as 
well. 

He has done a lot to make it clear to 
corporate Americans that think they can— 
don’t have to be responsible in their posi-
tions—a lot of enforcement, more so than 
ever in the history. He’s enforced the cor-
porate responsibility ethos. He has dis-
barred more people; more money has been 
disgorged, as a result of illegal activity. And 
that’s positive, that Harvey has done as 
well. And under his watch, CEOs now must 
verify their returns, and that’s good. All 
that’s positive. 

He made the decision himself that he 
thought that he couldn’t be as effective as 
he needed to be. I received his letter. I 
appreciate his service. 

William Webster, the—there’s a IG in-
vestigation going on there at the SEC. 
We’ll see what that says. But I will tell 
you, William Webster is a fine man. He 
is a decent, honorable public servant who 
has served our country well. 

Q. ——with respect to—— 
The President. Is this a three-part ques-

tion? 
Q. No. I’m just kind of reiterating the 

first. He is just the first member of your 
economic team to go? The implication is— 
do you have—— 

The President. Listen, my economic team 
came in during very difficult times. There 
was a recession; there was a terrorist attack; 
there were corporate scandals. We have 
done a lot to return confidence and to pro-
vide a—provide stimulus through tax cuts. 
My economic team developed a tax cut 
package, sold the tax cut package, is imple-
menting the tax cut package. And for that, 
they deserve a lot of credit. They made 
good—we’re making good progress on the 
economy. There’s still work to do. And I 
appreciate the hard work of the economic 
team. 

Campbell [Campbell Brown, NBC 
News]. 

2002 Elections 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You were 

very gracious earlier, giving credit in this 
last election to the individual candidates. 
But a lot of those candidates say they have 
you to thank. Given the fact that your own 
election for President was so close it had 
to be decided by the Supreme Court, do 
you now feel personally reassured that 
these midterm elections validated your 
Presidency? 

The President. Thank you for that loaded 
question. [Laughter] Look, sometimes you 
win them, and sometimes you lose elec-
tions. That’s just the way it is. And I was 
pleased with the results. I was more par-
ticularly pleased for the candidates who 
worked so hard, and their families and their 
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workers. That’s how I feel about it. I really 
don’t put this in personal terms. 

I know people in Washington like to do 
that. You know, ‘‘George Bush won.’’ 
‘‘George Bush lost.’’ That’s the way they 
do it here. It’s zero sum in Washington, 
and I know that. But if you’re really inter-
ested in what I think, I think the fact that 
Norm Coleman ran a very difficult race 
in difficult circumstances and won speaks 
volumes about Norm Coleman. The fact 
that John Thune ran a difficult race against 
difficult circumstances, and at this point is 
still short, nevertheless speaks volumes 
about his desire and his intention to serve 
the country. 

There’s case after case of people who 
have put their reputations on the line, who 
spent a lot of time away from their homes 
and their families, shaking a lot of hands 
and putting their hearts and souls—in both 
parties. They deserve the credit. Thank you 
for trying to give it to me, but they deserve 
the credit. 

I know what it’s like to run for office. 
I know the strains it puts on families. I 
know the tired—the endless hours you 
spend campaigning and all the wonderful 
questions you have to answer as part of 
a campaign. I know all that, and these can-
didates deserve all the credit. 

And I was proud to help some of them 
the best I could. But the way you win 
a race is, you convince the people of your 
State or your district that they can trust 
your judgment and they can trust your 
character and they can trust your values. 
And it takes a lot of work to do that, and 
these candidates get the credit. And I— 
I appreciate you pointing out that some 
people have given me credit. The credit 
belongs to people in the field. 

Yes, sir, Wendell [Wendell Goler, Fox 
News]. 

Iraqi Compliance With U.N. Resolution 
Q. Mr. President, thank you very much. 

You have put a lot of effort toward getting 
the United Nations to rally the world to 

disarm Saddam Hussein. And yet you and 
your aides have expressed a great deal of 
skepticism about whether Saddam Hussein 
will actually comply. Can you give us an 
idea, sir, how long you think it might take 
for the world to know whether Saddam 
Hussein actually intends to go along with 
the call of the world to disarm? Will it 
be a matter of days or weeks, months, or 
perhaps a year, sir? 

The President. Well, Wendell, this much 
we know: It’s so far taken him 11 years 
and 16 resolutions to do nothing. And so 
we’ve got some kind of history as to the 
man’s behavior. We know he likes to try 
to deceive and deny, and that’s why this 
inspection regime has got to be new and 
tough and different. The status quo is unac-
ceptable—you know, kind of send a few 
people in there and hope maybe he’s nice 
to them and open up the baby milk fac-
tory—it’s unacceptable. 

And so that’s why you’ll see us with a 
different inspection regime, one that works 
to see to it that Saddam Hussein disarms. 
It’s his responsibility to disarm. I don’t put 
timetables on anything. But for the sake 
of peace—sooner, better. And we’ll see. 
But you must know that I am serious— 
so are a lot of other countries—serious 
about holding the man to account. 

I was serious about holding the U.N. to 
account. And when they pass this resolu-
tion, which I hope they do tomorrow, it 
shows that the U.N. is beginning to assume 
its responsibilities to make sure that 11 
years of defiance does not go unanswered. 
It’s very important that the U.N. be a suc-
cessful international body because the 
threats that we face now require more co-
operation than ever. And we’re still cooper-
ating with a lot of nations. We’re still shar-
ing intelligence and cutting off money the 
best we can. And there’s still law enforce-
ment efforts taking place all around the 
world. And that’s why the international— 
this international body called the U.N. is 
an important body for keeping the peace. 
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And it’s very important that they’re effec-
tive. And we’ll see tomorrow—starting to-
morrow. 

And then the key on the resolution, I 
want to remind you, is that there are seri-
ous consequences. And that’s one of the 
key elements to make sure that everybody 
gets the picture that we are serious about 
a process of disarming him in the name 
of peace. Hopefully, he’ll choose to do so 
himself. 

Sammons, Super Stretch [Bill Sammon, 
Washington Times]. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. [Laughter] 
The President. You and I are eye-to-eye. 

Well, actually—[laughter] 

2004 Election 
Q. Now that the 2004 Presidential cam-

paign has unofficially begun, can you tell 
us whether Vice President Cheney will be 
your running mate again? Or will you, in-
stead, choose someone who might harbor 
greater Presidential ambitions to, perhaps, 
succeed you one day? 

The President. Well, first of all, I’m still 
recovering from the ’02 elections. [Laugh-
ter] And we got plenty of time to deal 
with this issue. But should I decide to run, 
Vice President Cheney will be my running 
mate. He’s done an excellent job. I appre-
ciate his advice. I appreciate his counsel. 
I appreciate his friendship. He is a superb 
Vice President, and there’s no reason for 
me to change. 

I also want to thank him for all his hard 
work during the campaign. He was out 
there toiling along, working hard and turn-
ing out the vote, and I want to thank him 
for the hours he put out there as well. 

Please, yes. 
Q. If I may follow? Last time you 

had—— 
The President. Thank you for not stand-

ing up. You block the cameras. [Laughter] 
Q. Last time you had to kind of convince 

him to take the job. Have you talked to 
him this time, whether he is interested in 
serving another term? 

The President. I’m confident that he will 
serve another term. 

Judy [Judy Keen, USA Today]. 

United Nations Resolution on Iraq 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You said 

this afternoon that the U.N. Security Coun-
cil vote tomorrow would bring the civilized 
world together against Iraq. But broad op-
position remains all over the world to your 
policy. Will you continue to try to build 
support? If so, how will you do that? Or 
do you think that a Security Council vote 
would be all the mandate you need? 

The President. First of all, broad opposi-
tion around the world not in support of 
my policy on Iraq? 

Q. Yes, sir. 
The President. Well, I think most people 

around the world realize that Saddam 
Hussein is a threat. And they—no one likes 
war, but they also don’t like the idea of 
Saddam Hussein having a nuclear weapon. 
Imagine what would happen. And by the 
way, we don’t know how close he is to 
a nuclear weapon right now. We know he 
wants one. But we don’t know. We know 
he was close to one at one point in time. 
We have no idea today. Imagine Saddam 
Hussein with a nuclear weapon. Imagine 
how the Israeli citizens would feel. Imagine 
how the citizens in Saudi Arabia would feel. 
Imagine how the world would change, how 
he could alter diplomacy by the very pres-
ence of a nuclear weapon. 

And so a lot of people—serious people 
around the world are beginning to think 
about that consideration. I think about it 
a lot. I think about it particularly in the 
regard of making the world a more peace-
ful place. 

And so it’s very important for people to 
realize the consequences of us not taking 
the case to the U.N. Security Council. Peo-
ple need to think about what would happen 
if the United States had remained silent 
on this issue and just hoped for a change 
of his attitude or maybe hoped that he 
would not invade somebody again or just 
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hoped that he wouldn’t use gas on his own 
people when pressure at home began to 
mount. 

I’m not willing to take those kind of 
risks. People understand that. I think a lot 
of people are saying, you know, ‘‘Gosh, we 
hope we don’t have war.’’ I feel the same 
way. I hope we don’t have war. I hope 
this can be done peacefully. It’s up to Sad-
dam Hussein, however, to make that 
choice. 

I also want to remind you that, should 
we have to use troops, should it become 
a necessity in order to disarm him, the 
United States, with friends, will move swift-
ly with force to do the job. You don’t have 
to worry about that. We will do—we will 
do—we will do what it takes militarily to 
succeed. 

I also want to say something else to peo-
ple of Iraq, that the generals in Iraq must 
understand clearly there will be con-
sequences for their behavior. Should they 
choose, if force is necessary, to behave in 
a way that endangers the lives of their own 
citizens, as well as citizens in the neighbor-
hood, there will be a consequence. They 
will be held to account. 

And as to the Iraqi people, what I said 
before—the Iraqi people can have a better 
life than the one they have now. They can 
have a—there are other alternatives to 
somebody who is willing to rape and muti-
late and murder in order to stay in power. 
There’s just a better life than the one they 
have to live now. 

I think the people of the world under-
stand that too, Judy. I don’t take—I don’t 
take—I don’t spend a lot of time taking 
polls around the world to tell me what I 
think is the right way to act. I’ve just got 
to know how I feel. I feel strongly about 
freedom. I feel strongly about liberty. And 
I feel strongly about the obligation to make 
the world a more peaceful place. And I 
take those responsibilities really seriously. 

Elisabeth [Elisabeth Bumiller, New York 
Times]. 

President’s Leadership 
Q. Thank you, sir. You just said you’ve 

reached out to Democrats. Does this mean 
that you will be governing more from the 
center and taking fewer cues from the con-
servative arm of your party? 

The President. I don’t take cues from 
anybody. I just do what I think is right. 
That’s just the way I lead. And what’s right 
is to work to stimulate the economy. I 
strongly believe the tax relief was the right 
thing to do. If people are really interested 
in job creation, they ought to join me in 
my call to make the tax cuts permanent. 
It’s an important part of sending a signal 
that there is certainty in the Tax Code, 
that all the benefits from tax relief don’t 
go away after 10 years. 

As I like to say—you might have heard 
me once or 10 times or 100 times—the 
Senate giveth, and the Senate taketh away. 
That means there’s uncertainty when that 
happens. And you’ve got to have certainty 
in a system that requires risk. And making 
the tax cuts permanent is an essential part. 
I mean—and so that is a commonsense 
drive to create jobs. 

I will just tell people what I think about 
how to solve the problems we face. And 
I ran on a political philosophy; I’m not 
changing my political philosophy. I am who 
I am prior—the same guy after the election 
that I was prior to the election. That’s just 
who I am and how I intend to lead this 
country. 

Jean Cummings [Wall Street Journal]. 
I’m having such a good time. [Laughter] 
Jean Cummings—there she is, yes. 

Securities and Exchange Commission 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Getting 

back to the question of Harvey Pitt. 
The President. Pitt, yes. 
Q. What kind of person are you looking 

for to fill that position now? And how 
quickly do you want to move on that? And 
then also, as much as you said that Mr. 
Webster is a well-respected and quality 
person, do you think that the Chairman, 
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whoever that new Chairman is, should have 
a chance to select their own person and 
have a fresh start? 

The President. Well, I think—that’s kind 
of the double-whammy hypothetical there, 
Jean. I think that the—on Webster, first, 
let’s find out what the facts are so that 
everybody knows. That’s why they’re doing 
this investigation. And it’s—one fact is irref-
utable: He’s a decent man; he’s served the 
country well. And I know he can do that 
job. 

Secondly, as soon as possible, for the 
SEC nominee and somebody who is going 
to continue to fulfill the obligation that— 
of holding people to account. In other 
words, holding wrongdoers to account and 
making sure the numbers are fair and open 
and transparent and everybody understands 
the facts when it comes to—to accounting, 
so that we continue to regain confidence 
in our system; that people, when they in-
vest based upon the numbers of a par-
ticular stock, are confident in that which 
they read. And that’s an essential part of 
the SEC job, and I’m confident we can 
find somebody soon to be able to do that. 

Hutch [Ron Hutcheson, Knight Ridder]. 

Risk Assessment Regarding Iraq 
Q. Thank you. I wanted to go back to 

your earlier point about the risk of an ac-
tion versus the risk of inaction. 

The President. Where would that be, in 
the Congress or at the U.N.? 

Q. With Iraq. 
The President. Oh, okay. 
Q. Your CIA Director told Congress just 

last month that it appears that Saddam 
Hussein ‘‘now appears to be drawing a line 
short of conducting terrorist attacks against 
the United States.’’ But if we attacked him 
he would ‘‘probably become much less con-
strained.’’ Is he wrong about that? 

The President. No. I think that—I think 
that if you would read the full—I’m sure 
he said other sentences. Let me just put 
it to you: I know George Tenet well; I 
meet with him every single day; he sees 

Saddam Hussein as a threat. I don’t know 
what the context of that quote is. I’m tell-
ing you, the guy knows what I know, that 
he is a problem and we must deal with 
him. 

And you know, it’s like people say, ‘‘Oh, 
we must leave Saddam alone. Otherwise, 
if we did something against him, he might 
attack us.’’ Well, if we don’t do something, 
he might attack us, and he might attack 
us with a more serious weapon. The man 
is a threat, Hutch, I’m telling you. He’s 
a threat not only with what he has; he’s 
a threat with what he’s done. He’s a threat 
because he is dealing with Al Qaida. In 
my Cincinnati speech, I reminded the 
American people, a true threat facing our 
country is that an Al Qaida-type network 
trained and armed by Saddam could attack 
America and leave not one fingerprint. That 
is a threat. And we’re going to deal with 
it. 

The debate about whether we’re going 
to deal with Saddam Hussein is over. And 
now the question is, how do we deal with 
him? I made the decision to go to the 
United Nations because I want to try to 
do this peacefully. I want Saddam to dis-
arm. The best way to convince him to dis-
arm is to get the nations to come together 
through the U.N. and try to convince him 
to disarm. 

We’re going to work on that. We’ve been 
spending a lot of time—I wouldn’t exactly 
call it gnashing of teeth, but working hard 
on the U.N. resolution. It took a while, 
but we’ve been grinding it out, trying to 
bring a consensus, trying to get people to-
gether, so that we can say to the world 
the international community has spoken 
through the Security Council of the United 
Nations, and now, once again, we expect 
Saddam to disarm. 

This would be the 17th time that we 
expect Saddam to disarm. This time we 
mean it. See, that’s the difference—I guess. 
This time it’s for real. And I say it must 
not have been for real the last 16 times 
because nothing happened when he didn’t. 
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This time something happens. He knows— 
he’s got to understand that. The members 
of the U.N. Security Council understand 
that. Saddam has got to understand it so 
he—so in the name of peace, for a peaceful 
resolution of this, we hope he disarms. 

Jackson [David Jackson, Dallas Morning 
News], from Texas. You got anything—a 
Texas question? 

Judicial Confirmation Process 
Q. As a matter of fact, I do. [Laughter] 
The President. Thank you. 
Q. Do you intend to resuscitate the nom-

ination of Priscilla Owen and Charles Pick-
ering? And also, how bloody do you think 
the next Supreme Court nomination will 
be? 

The President. Well, first, I want the new 
chairman of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee to understand that I am very serious 
about the reforms that I suggested in the 
East Room, about how to get this process 
of nominating judges and approving judges 
on the right course, not only for this ad-
ministration but future administrations, not 
only for this Senate but future Senates. And 
so step one on the judiciary process, I be-
lieve there needs to be reform. I would 
be glad to reprise the reforms if you can’t 
remember them. 

Q. Owen and Pickering, are they going 
to—— 

The President. I’ll be there in a minute. 
[Laughter] I’m using this as an opportunity 
to make a point on judicial reform. And 
that is that if a judge thinks he’s going 
to retire, give us a year’s notice, if possible. 
And then we will act—‘‘we,’’ the adminis-
trative branch, will nominate somebody and 
clear them within 180 days. And then the 
Senate judiciary has got 90 days to go 
through the process and then get the per-
son’s name to the floor and 180 days for 
an up-or-down vote. To me, that would 
be a needed and necessary reform. 

So step one on the nomination process 
is to work with Senator Hatch—and 
Senator Leahy—to put these reforms in 

place, is to convince Members of the Sen-
ate we’re serious about a process that will 
get rid of the old bitterness of the judicial 
process. 

This is probably not to your liking, by 
the way. You love those court fights. I’m 
confident it makes great covering and great 
stories. 

I also said at the time of Priscilla Owen’s 
being—not being put to the floor of the 
Senate that I would hope that the Judiciary 
Committee would let her name out to the 
Senate floor at some point in time. We 
don’t have to recommit them. They 
never—they’re there. Pickering and Owen 
are still there at the committee level. They 
just weren’t ever—their names were never 
let to the floor for a vote. 

By the way, if they had been let to the 
floor for a vote, we believe they would have 
won the vote—perhaps the reason why they 
were never let to the floor for a vote. But— 
so, I hope that judiciary committee will let 
their names out and they get a fair hearing. 

I thought you were going to talk about 
the Texas elections. But that’s okay. 
[Laughter] 

April [April Ryan, American Urban Radio 
Networks], last question. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Thank you. 

Ryan Tyler James 
The President. How’s your child, April? 
Q. She’s wonderful. 
The President. Georgia W? [Laughter]
Q. My husband is watching, and the 

name is Ryan Tyler James. [Laughter] 
The President. You might as well turn 

to the camera when you say that. [Laugh-
ter] 

Haitian Immigrants/Immigration Policy 
Q. Well, Mr. President, some critics con-

tend there is a racial disparity in how immi-
grants are handled here, and speaking of 
the Haitians versus immigrants, the other 
immigrants. Do you support the current 
law on the books about Haiti, and why, 
either way? 
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The President. April, first of all, the im-
migration laws ought to be the same for 
Haitians and everybody else, except for Cu-
bans. And the difference, of course, is that 
we don’t send people back to Cuba because 
they’re going to be persecuted. And that’s 
why we’ve got the special law on the books 
as regards to Cubans. But Haitians and ev-
erybody else ought to be treated the same 
way. And we’re in the process of making 
sure that happens. 

It’s been an enjoyable experience. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference 
began at 2 p.m. in Room 450 of the Dwight 

D. Eisenhower Executive Office Building. In 
his remarks, he referred to President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq; President Jacques Chirac of 
France; President Vladimir Putin of Russia; 
President Jiang Zemin of China; William H. 
Webster, Chairman, Commission for the Re-
view of FBI Security Programs; Norm Cole-
man, Senator-elect from Minnesota; and 
Representative John R. Thune, defeated sen-
atorial candidate from South Dakota. The 
President also referred to Texas Supreme 
Court Justice Priscilla Owen and Judge 
Charles W. Pickering, Sr., whose nomina-
tions to be U.S. Circuit Judges for the Fifth 
Circuit failed. 

Statement on Signing the Accountability of Tax Dollars Act of 2002 
November 7, 2002 

Today I have signed into law H.R. 4685, 
a bill to amend title 31, United States 
Code, to expand the types of Federal agen-
cies that are required to prepare audited 
financial statements. 

The executive branch shall construe the 
terms ‘‘agency,’’ ‘‘executive agency,’’ and 
‘‘covered executive agency’’ as used in the 
legislation in a manner consistent with the 
separation of powers principles recognized 
by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1992 in 
Franklin v. Massachusetts; the principle of 
construction relating to section 552 of title 
5 set forth by the U.S. Court of Appeals 

for the District of Columbia Circuit in 1993 
in Meyer v. Bush; and the principle of con-
struction relating to section 112 of title 3 
set forth by the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia Circuit in 1995 
in Haddon v. Walters. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
November 7, 2002. 

NOTE: H.R. 4685, approved November 7, 
was assigned Public Law No. 107–289. 

Statement on Signing the Accountability of Tax Dollars Act of 2002 
November 7, 2002 

Earlier today I signed into law H.R. provide accurate financial information helps 
4685, the Accountability for Tax Dollars ensure their accountability. 
Act. I was pleased to sign this legislation, 
and I thank Congressman Pat Toomey for 
his hard work on this bill. 

The American people deserve an effi- NOTE: H.R. 4685, approved November 7, 
cient Government. Requiring agencies to was assigned Public Law No. 107–289. 
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Remarks at an Iftaar Dinner 
November 7, 2002 

Good evening. Thank you all for coming. 
I’m honored to welcome such a distin-
guished group of Ambassadors and Amer-
ican citizens to the White House to help 
usher in the holy month of Ramadan. 

Islam is a religion that brings hope and 
comfort to more than a billion people 
around the world. It has made brothers 
and sisters of every race. It has given birth 
to a rich culture of learning and literature 
and science. Tonight we honor the tradi-
tions of a great faith by hosting this Iftaar 
at the White House. 

I’m honored that our great Secretary of 
State is with us today. Mr. Secretary, thank 
you for being here. I appreciate Your High-
ness Sheikh Hamad bin Zayid of the United 
Arab Emirates for coming. I want to thank 
members of my administration who are 
here, in particular, Dr. Elias Zerhouni, 
who’s the Director of the National Institute 
of Health. I want to thank all the Ambas-
sadors who are here. It’s good to see you 
all again—the other representatives from 
the Organization of Islamic Conference. I 
appreciate so very much my fellow Ameri-
cans here, many from the Muslim commu-
nity. 

Ramadan is a special time of prayer and 
fasting, contemplation of God’s greatness, 
and service to those in need. According 
to Muslim teachings, this season com-
memorates the revelation of God’s word 
in the Holy Koran to the prophet Muham-
mad. Today, this word inspires faithful 
Muslims to lead lives of honesty and integ-
rity and compassion. 

In hosting tonight’s Iftaar, I send a mes-
sage to all the nations represented by their 
Ambassadors here tonight: America treas-
ures your friendship; America honors your 
faith. We see in Islam a religion that traces 
its origins back to God’s call on Abraham. 
We share your belief in God’s justice and 
your insistence on man’s moral responsi-

bility. We thank the many Muslim nations 
who stand with us against terror, nations 
that are often victims of terror, themselves. 

Tonight’s Iftaar also sends a message to 
all Americans: Our Nation is waging a war 
on a radical network of terrorists, not on 
a religion and not on a civilization. If we 
wage this war to defend our principles, we 
must live up to those principles, ourselves. 
And one of the deepest commitments of 
America is tolerance. No one should be 
treated unkindly because of the color of 
their skin or the content of their creed. 
No one should be unfairly judged by ap-
pearance or ethnic background or religious 
faith. We must uphold these values of 
progress and pluralism and tolerance. 

George Washington said that America 
‘‘gives to bigotry no sanction, to persecution 
no assistance.’’ This was our policy at our 
Nation’s founding; this is our policy today. 
America rejects all forms of religious intol-
erance. America grieves with all the victims 
of religious bigotry. And America opposes 
all who commit evil in God’s name. 

Ramadan and the upcoming holiday sea-
sons are a good time to remember the ties 
of friendship and respect that bind us to-
gether. Learning from each other, we can 
build bridges of mutual trust and under-
standing. Working together, we can create 
a better future for people of all faiths. 

I thank you for coming to the White 
House this evening. I wish you all a blessed 
Ramadan. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:05 p.m. in 
the State Dining Room at the White House. 
In his remarks, he referred to Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs Hamdan bin Zayid 
Al Nuhayyan of the United Arab Emirates. 
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Remarks on the Passage of a United Nations Security Council Resolution 
on Iraq 
November 8, 2002 

Good morning. With the resolution just 
passed, the United Nations Security Coun-
cil has met important responsibilities, 
upheld its principles, and given clear and 
fair notice that Saddam Hussein must fully 
disclose and destroy his weapons of mass 
destruction. He must submit to any and 
all methods to verify his compliance. His 
cooperation must be prompt and uncondi-
tional, or he will face the severest con-
sequences. 

The world has now come together to say 
that the outlaw regime in Iraq will not be 
permitted to build or possess chemical, bio-
logical, or nuclear weapons. That is the 
judgment of the United States Congress. 
That is the judgment of the United Nations 
Security Council. Now the world must in-
sist that that judgment be enforced. 

Iraq’s obligation to disarm is not new 
or even recent. To end the Persian Gulf 
war and ensure its own survival, Iraq’s re-
gime agreed to disarm in April of 1991. 
For over a decade the Iraqi regime has 
treated its own pledge with contempt. As 
today’s resolution states, Iraq is already in 
material breach of past U.N. demands. Iraq 
has aggressively pursued weapons of mass 
destruction, even while inspectors were in-
side the country. Iraq has undermined the 
effectiveness of weapons inspectors with 
ploys, delays, and threats, making their 
work impossible and leading to 4 years of 
no inspections at all. 

The world has learned from this experi-
ence an essential lesson: Inspections will 
not result in a disarmed Iraq unless the 
Iraqi regime fully cooperates. Inspectors do 
not have the power to disarm an unwilling 
regime. They can only confirm that a gov-
ernment has decided to disarm itself. His-
tory has shown that when Iraq’s leaders 
stall inspections and impede the progress, 
it means they have something to hide. 

The resolution approved today presents 
the Iraqi regime with a test, a final test. 
Iraq must now, without delay or negotia-
tions, fully disarm, welcome full inspec-
tions, and fundamentally change the ap-
proach it has taken for more than a decade. 

The regime must allow immediate and 
unrestricted access to every site, every doc-
ument, and every person identified by in-
spectors. Iraq can be certain that the old 
game of cheat-and-retreat, tolerated at 
other times, will no longer be tolerated. 
Any act of delay or defiance will be an 
additional breach of Iraq’s international ob-
ligations and a clear signal that the Iraqi 
regime has once again abandoned the path 
of voluntary compliance. 

With the passage of this resolution, the 
world must not lapse into unproductive de-
bates over whether specific instances of 
Iraqi noncompliance are serious. Any Iraqi 
noncompliance is serious because such bad 
faith will show that Iraq has no intention 
of disarming. If we’re to avert war, all na-
tions must continue to pressure Saddam 
Hussein to accept this resolution and to 
comply with its obligations and his obliga-
tions. 

America will be making only one deter-
mination: Is Iraq meeting the terms of the 
Security Council resolution or not? The 
United States has agreed to discuss any ma-
terial breach with the Security Council, but 
without jeopardizing our freedom of action 
to defend our country. If Iraq fails to fully 
comply, the United States and other nations 
will disarm Saddam Hussein. 

I’ve already met with the head of the 
U.N. inspections program and the head of 
the International Atomic Energy Agency, 
which has responsibility for nuclear matters. 
I’ve assured them that the United States 
will fully support their efforts, including a 
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request for information that can help iden-
tify illegal activities and materials in Iraq. 
I encourage every member of the United 
Nations to strongly support the inspection 
teams. And now the inspectors have an im-
portant responsibility to make full use of 
the tools we have given them in this resolu-
tion. 

All patriotic Iraqis should embrace this 
resolution as an opportunity for Iraq to 
avoid war and end its isolation. Saddam 
Hussein cannot hide his weapons of mass 
destruction from international inspectors 
without the cooperation of hundreds and 
thousands of Iraqis, those who work in the 
weapons program and those who are re-
sponsible for concealing the weapons. We 
call on those Iraqis to convey whatever in-
formation they have to inspectors, the 
United States, or other countries, in what-
ever manner they can. By helping the proc-
ess of disarmament, they help their country. 

Americans recognize what is at stake. In 
fighting a war on terror, we are determined 
to oppose every source of catastrophic harm 
that threatens our country, our friends, and 
our allies. We are actively pursuing dan-
gerous terror networks across the world. 
And we oppose a uniquely dangerous re-
gime, a regime that has harbored terrorists 
and can supply terrorists with weapons of 
mass destruction, a regime that has built 
such terrible weapons and has used them 
to kill thousands, a brutal regime with a 
history of both reckless ambition and reck-
less miscalculation. 

The United States of America will not 
live at the mercy of any group or regime 
that has the motive and seeks the power 
to murder Americans on a massive scale. 
The threat to America also threatens peace 
and security in the Middle East and far 
beyond. If Iraq’s dictator is permitted to 
acquire nuclear weapons, he could resume 
his pattern of intimidation and conquest 
and dictate the future of a vital region. 

In confronting this threat, America seeks 
the support of the world. If action becomes 
necessary, we will act in the interests of 

the world. And America expects Iraqi com-
pliance with all U.N. resolutions. 

The time has come for the Iraqi people 
to escape oppression, find freedom, and 
live in hope. 

I want to thank the Secretary of State, 
Colin Powell, for his leadership, his good 
work, and his determination over the past 
2 months. He’s worked tirelessly and suc-
cessfully for a resolution that recognizes im-
portant concerns of our Security Council 
partners and makes Iraq’s responsibilities 
clear. I also thank our Ambassador to the 
United Nations, John Negroponte, and his 
team at our U.N. mission in New York 
for their hard work and outstanding service 
to our country. Secretary of State Powell’s 
team has done a fine job. 

The American people are grateful to the 
Security Council for passing this historic 
resolution. Members of the Council acted 
with courage and took a principled stand. 
The United Nations has shown the kind 
of international leadership promised by its 
charter and required by our times. Now 
comes the hard part. The Security Council 
must maintain its unity and sense of pur-
pose so that the Iraq regime cannot revert 
to the strategies of obstruction and decep-
tion it used so successfully in the past. 

The outcome of the current crisis is al-
ready determined: The full disarmament of 
weapons of mass destruction by Iraq will 
occur. The only question for the Iraqi re-
gime is to decide how. The United States 
prefers that Iraq meet its obligations volun-
tarily, yet we are prepared for the alter-
native. In either case, the just demands of 
the world will be met. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:44 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq; Hans Blix, Executive Chair-
man, United Nations Monitoring, 
Verification and Inspection Commission; and 
Mohamed ElBaradei, Director General, 
International Atomic Energy Agency. 
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Remarks Honoring the 2002 Stanley Cup Champion Detroit Red Wings 
November 8, 2002 

Thank you all for coming. Gosh, we’re 
honored you’re here. Thanks for coming, 
and welcome to the White House. 

I am honored to be greeting the mighty 
Detroit hockey team, winners of the Stan-
ley Cup 3 out of the last 6 years, 10 times 
winners of the Stanley Cup and the team 
that made Detroit ‘‘Hockeytown.’’ 

It’s an honor to be with the Ilitches. 
Mike and Marian are the—who do a really 
good job of setting the right tone for this 
club. I knew Mike when he was a Detroit 
Tiger owner. And this goes to prove it’s 
easier to win in hockey than in baseball, 
I guess. [Laughter] 

We’re glad you all are here. Mr. Com-
missioner, thank you for coming. I appre-
ciate you being here. It’s an honor also 
to be on the stage with a great coach, a 
man whose name appears on the Stanley 
Cup 10 times—9 times as a coach. Obvi-
ously, he knows what he’s doing. [Laughter] 
He gets all these ruffians skating in the 
same direction, is a pretty good—[laugh-
ter]. 

But I’m real proud of you, Scotty. I know 
the people of Detroit love you, and they’re 
going to miss your leadership. 

If I hadn’t already asked—announced 
that yesterday the Vice President was going 
to be my running mate, I was going to— 
[laughter]—I was thinking about you, any-
way. [Laughter] 

I appreciate Dave Lewis, Scotty’s re-
placement, being here, and I wish you all 
the best, Dave—for coming. It’s an honor 
as well to be with the—obviously, one of 
the true leaders of any sport, the team cap-
tain of the—of the Detroit team, captain 
for 17 years, which is pretty remarkable 
that Steve could keep the respect of a 
group of highly skilled professionals for that 
long a period of time. And I am honored 
to be able to meet you, and I appreciate 

the character you’ve displayed as a real 
leader. 

I’m also pleased to welcome some of De-
troit’s biggest fans here, including some of 
the elected officials who are the biggest 
fans, starting with our Secretary of Energy, 
Spence Abraham—Mr. Secretary. And 
we’ve got the Levin boys here from Michi-
gan, Senator Carl and Congressman Sand-
er. Thank you all for coming. Congressman 
Mike Rogers and, of course, Congressman 
Conyers is here as well. We’re honored that 
you all have come, and I know the team 
is grateful that you’ve taken time to come 
and express your support. 

Somebody said, ‘‘Well, the roster looks 
like the Hall of Fame ballot.’’ It doesn’t 
look like the Hall of Fame ballot to me; 
it looks like the United Nations. [Laughter] 

We’re proud to welcome the team mem-
bers from all around the globe. It is a re-
markable sport that is able to attract star 
athletes from a lot of different countries 
and bring them together to play on one 
team. I think that’s a pretty good example 
for the world to see. I think it is a remark-
able feat that you’ve got all these stars from 
different parts of the world all aiming in 
the same direction. 

Darren McCarty put it this way. He said, 
‘‘A lot of us were’’—when I say the word 
‘‘it,’’ it’s talking about the Stanley Cup— 
‘‘A lot of us were fighting to get it back; 
some guys were fighting to do it for the 
first time. The bottom line is, we’re all 
fighting to do it together.’’ And I appreciate 
that spirit. I think it’s a good example for 
a lot of people who live in America, doing 
something to serve something greater than 
yourself, in this case, the team. We appre-
ciate that spirit. I don’t think you’d have 
won without the team concept. 

I also am appreciative of what you do 
with the Stanley Cup, the traditions of not 
only putting the players’ names on the cup 
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but taking the cup to different players’ 
hometowns. I think that’s a pretty neat 
idea. And so this cup has been all across 
the U.S.; of course, it’s been all across Can-
ada. [Laughter] It seems like you’ve got 
quite a few Canadians on the team there. 
[Laughter] But it’s been to Sweden and 
Russia and the Czech Republic. I’m fixing 
to go to the Czech Republic. The cup goes, 
and then the President goes. [Laughter] 

It rode on the back of a Harley with 
Darren McCarty, went to Wrigley Field 
with Kris, got a bagpipe reception at Kris 
Draper’s Stanley Cup party, and here it 
is at the White House. The cup has seen 
a lot, because the players are people that 
were proud to show off their accomplish-
ments. 

But let me tell you what I’m most im-
pressed with, about how the players and 
the owners have used this championship 
victory. It brightened a lot of people’s lives. 
See, that’s the most important thing about 
this championship, as far as I’m concerned. 

One afternoon, Steve Yzerman brought 
the cup to children in three different hos-
pitals across the State of Michigan. The 
Ilitch family used the cup to raise a lot 
of money for a local emergency room. The 
coach made a dream come true for a child 
with leukemia, who just simply wanted to 
touch the Stanley Cup. 

The President’s Radio Address 
November 9, 2002 

Good morning. This was an important 
week for our country and for the world. 
The United Nations Security Council voted 
for a resolution requiring the Iraqi regime 
to declare and destroy all weapons of mass 
destruction or face the consequences. Here 
at home, our citizens voted in an election 
I believe will strengthen our ability to get 
things done for the American people. 

See, it’s one thing to be the champion 
on the ice; it’s another thing to be a cham-
pion in living your lives. I think there’s 
a huge responsibility that comes with being 
a champion. It’s a huge responsibility when 
people put the spotlight on you. You have 
a responsibility to set the right example and 
to use your position to help not only serve 
something greater than yourself, the team, 
but to serve a society and help heal the 
hurt and help people who need a little spe-
cial care. 

So not only has this great team proven 
themselves to be champs on the ice, you’ve 
proven yourself to be champs off the ice. 
And for that, we are really grateful. Wel-
come to the White House. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:16 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Gary Bettman, com-
missioner, National Hockey League; Red 
Wings owners Mike and Marian Ilitch; and 
Red Wings retired coach Scotty Bowman, 
coach Dave Lewis, right wing Darren 
McCarty, and centers Kris Draper and Steve 
Yzerman. The transcript released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also included the 
remarks of Mr. Bowman. 

With the United Nations Security Coun-
cil resolution passed yesterday, the world 
has now come together to say that the out-
law regime in Iraq will not be permitted 
to build or possess chemical, biological, or 
nuclear weapons. That is the judgment of 
the United Nations Security Council. That 
is the judgment of the United States Con-
gress. And my administration will see to 
it that the world’s judgment is enforced. 
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The resolution presents the Iraqi regime 
with a test, a final test. Iraq must now, 
without delay or negotiations, give up its 
weapons of mass destruction, welcome full 
inspections, and fundamentally change the 
approach it has taken for more than a dec-
ade. The regime must allow immediate and 
unrestricted access to every site, every doc-
ument, and every person identified by in-
spectors. Iraq can be certain that the old 
game of cheat-and-retreat, tolerated at 
other times, will no longer be tolerated. 

Any act of delay or defiance will be an 
additional breach of Iraq’s international ob-
ligations and a clear signal that the Iraqi 
regime has once again abandoned the path 
of voluntary compliance. If Iraq fails to 
fully comply with the U.N. resolution, the 
United States, in coalition with other na-
tions, will disarm Saddam Hussein. 

Republicans and Democrats in Congress 
are strongly supporting our war against ter-
ror. As the current Congress returns to 
Washington this week, I hope we can act 
in the same spirit of unity to complete 
some unfinished business. 

The single most important item of unfin-
ished business on Capitol Hill is to create 
a unified Department of Homeland Secu-
rity that will vastly improve our ability to 
protect our borders, our coasts, and our 
communities. The Senate must pass a bill 
that will strengthen our ability to protect 
the American people and preserve the au-
thority every President since John Kennedy 
has had to act in the interests of national 
security. Congress needs to send me a bill 
I can sign before it adjourns this year. 

We also have a responsibility to strength-
en the economy so that people can find 

jobs. One immediate thing Congress can 
do to help put people to work is to pass 
legislation so that construction projects can 
get insurance against terrorism at a reason-
able price. This will spur construction and 
create thousands of good hardhat jobs that 
are now on hold because projects without 
insurance cannot be built. 

Congress must also show fiscal discipline 
as it passes the appropriations bills. At a 
time when we’re at war, at a time when 
we need to strengthen our economy, Con-
gress must control wasteful spending while 
funding the Nation’s priorities. 

American workers deserve action on 
these important economic issues. Our econ-
omy has come out of a recession and is 
growing. But I’m not satisfied, because I 
know we can do better. I want the econ-
omy to grow at a faster and stronger pace, 
so more Americans can find jobs. So I will 
work with our new Congress to pass a 
growth-and-jobs package early next year. 

Our Nation has important challenges 
ahead, at home and abroad. And we’re de-
termined to build the security and pros-
perity of America. Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:35 a.m. 
on November 8 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
November 9. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
November 8 but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast. In his remarks, the Presi-
dent referred to President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript 
of this address. 

Remarks at a White House Reception for Veterans 
November 11, 2002 

Good morning, and welcome to the observing Veterans Day. On this holiday, 
White House. Thank you for joining us in the 11th day of the 11th month, Americans 
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reflect on the great sacrifices of military 
service. And we honor every man and every 
woman who has accepted those sacrifices. 

In Veterans Day gatherings across Amer-
ica, we think first of those who fell and 
never lived to be called veterans. We re-
member those whose fate is still undeter-
mined. We look around us to all the vet-
erans and retired members of the military 
with admiration and with respect. Espe-
cially in this time of war, we see in our 
veterans an example of courage and selfless 
sacrifice and service that inspires a new 
generation and will lead this country to vic-
tory. 

want to thank Tony Principi and 
Elizabeth for their service to our country. 
Our veterans have had no better friend and 
no more able administrator than Tony 
Principi as the head of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs. I want to thank the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs for joining 
us, General Richard Myers. Thank you. 

I appreciate members of the mighty Vir-
ginia delegation for being here—[laugh-
ter]—anchored by two incredibly able 
United States Senators, John Warner and 
George Allen—the chairman. I appreciate 
Congressman Jim Moran for joining us as 
well. Thank you for being here, Jim. We’re 
honored you’re here. Congressman Chris 
Smith from New Jersey is with us as well. 
Thank you for coming, Chris. 

I want to thank our Secretary of the 
Navy, Gordon England, for joining us. Mr. 
Secretary, we’re honored you’re here. Leo 
Mackay, who is the Deputy Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs, is with us today. I thank 
you for coming, Leo—appreciate you being 
here. Members of our Joint Chiefs are 
here, General John Jumper and General 
Eric Shinseki. Thank you all for coming. 
Major General James Jackson, Com-
manding General of the U.S. Army Military 
District of Washington, is here with his 
wife. Thank you for coming. 

I want to thank the sergeant majors who 
are here, representing the fine enlisted 

folks all around our country. Thank you 
guys for coming. 

I appreciate the Medal of Honor recipi-
ents who are with us today, Nick Bacon 
and David Dolby, Wesley Fox and Howard 
V. Lee. We’re honored you’re here. Thank 
you all for coming. 

I want to thank the leadership of the 
national veterans service organizations who 
are with us today. I appreciate your hard 
work and concern for our veterans all 
across the country. Thank you for coming. 

I’m honored—so honored to welcome to 
the White House World War II Allied 
forces veterans from one of our strongest 
friends, Great Britain. I’m honored you 
guys are here. Thank you for coming. 

We’ve got veterans from the United 
States who are in this fantastic room as 
well as veterans from Great Britain. And 
we’re honored you all are here. It’s my 
pleasure to welcome you to the people’s 
house. 

The veterans in this room are among 25 
million living men and women who have 
served this country in uniform. Certain ex-
periences bind veterans from every branch 
of the service. All have known the life of 
answering to superiors, following orders, 
and observing a code. From the hour you 
repeated the oath to the day of your honor-
able discharge, your time belonged to 
America and your country came before all 
else. There are still veterans among us who 
marched to the orders of General Pershing, 
served in the army of Eisenhower, sailed 
in the fleet of Nimitz. Many more served 
with honor during the conflicts in Korea, 
Vietnam, the Persian Gulf, and throughout 
the vigil of the cold war. 

For some veterans, service in the military 
fulfilled a dream. For others, military serv-
ice was an unexpected honor. For most vet-
erans will tell you that it was the defining 
experience in their lives. 

A veteran named Jim Shenton writes, re-
turning home from service in Europe at 
the age of 20—here’s what he had to write. 
He’d been in the army for nearly 3 years, 

2058 



e Aug 04 2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00907 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.019 193761

Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Nov. 11 

and he saw action from Normandy to the 
liberation of Buchenwald. When he arrived 
home, he said, ‘‘It has been a long journey 
home. I was a thousand years older.’’ 

Many war veterans share in that experi-
ence. You carry memories of great heroism 
and great suffering. You’ve seen the worst 
that men can do to one another and the 
best that men can do for one another. And 
whether their service came abroad or at 
home, every veteran has shared the respon-
sibility of keeping America strong. 

On Veterans Day, the American people 
take pride in every citizen who has de-
fended America, in times of calm and in 
times of danger. We live today in a time 
of danger. War has come once again to 
America. Our Nation is called to meet great 
challenges, and our military is called to the 
defense of our people and to the defense 
of our freedoms. 

The enemies of America have killed 
thousands of our citizens, and they desire 
to kill thousands more. They’re discovering, 
as others before them, the fierce resolve 
of this great Nation. We will not forget 
the harm that was done to us. We will 
not be distracted from the task before us. 
No enemy that threatens our security or 
endangers our people will escape the pa-
tient justice and the overwhelming power 
of the United States of America. 

That justice and that power have been 
demonstrated in Afghanistan. And our work 
in that country goes on. More than a year 
after the campaign began, our troops re-
main engaged in a difficult and dangerous 
mission. We must not permit Afghanistan 
ever again to become a base for the train-
ing of terrorists and for the export of mur-
der. 

The people of Afghanistan still face many 
hardships. Yet they are free from tyranny. 
And as a result, more than 2 million Afghan 
refugees have returned home to a free 
land. The Afghan people, with a new Gov-
ernment, are building a future of hope, and 
they have a committed friend in the Amer-
ican people. We are helping to build roads 

and bridges, sharing the methods of mod-
ern agriculture. We’re providing textbooks 
for classrooms. We’re building clinics and 
bringing medicine to the sick. Recently, Af-
ghan children were dying of whooping 
cough. Yet they were in a region so remote 
that the vaccine would lose potency before 
it could arrive by horse. So the United 
States acted. We sent helicopters to deliver 
those vaccines and, as a result, save more 
than 100 children every week. 

Defeating our enemy and defending our 
freedoms is the best tradition of our mili-
tary, and so is helping the innocent. We’re 
making good progress in this, the first war 
of the 21st century. For years, the terrorists 
trained in the camps of Afghanistan. Those 
camps no longer exist. Some of the terror-
ists met their fate in caves and mountains 
of that country. Others were a little luckier, 
and they’re now in custody, answering 
questions. Yet many trained killers are still 
scattered amongst 60 nations. 

And ridding the world of this threat re-
quires a different kind of strategy. We’re 
in a different kind of war. The global ter-
rorist threat is not met on a single conven-
tional battlefield. The terrorists find allies 
in outlaw regimes but themselves have no 
land or capital or standing army to defend. 
They send other people’s children on mis-
sions of suicide and murder. That’s how 
they operate. They accept no rule of moral-
ity or law of war. 

But we now know the nature of this 
enemy. We know what they’re all about. 
And they will be pursued, and they will 
be found, and they will be defeated, no 
matter where they hide. 

Shortly after September the 11th, 2001, 
I announced a doctrine that said, ‘‘Either 
you’re with the United States and those 
of us who love freedom, or you’re with 
the enemy.’’ And that doctrine still stands 
today. And today, more than 90 other Gov-
ernments are actively cooperating with us 
in the war on terrorism. 

Justice has been brought to terrorists in 
countries from Spain to the Philippines to 
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Pakistan to Indonesia, and we’re still on 
the hunt. Sometimes you’ll see successes, 
and sometimes you won’t. But one thing 
is certain, an enemy that conspires in the 
shadows will not be safe in the shadows. 
Terrorists who plot to kill Americans and 
our friends should know this: No matter 
how long it takes, their day of justice will 
come. 

Success in the war on terror is measured 
in the safety of innocent people from sud-
den and catastrophic violence. And we 
must oppose the threat of such violence 
from any source. We oppose the terror net-
work and all who harbor and support ter-
rorists. 

And we oppose a uniquely dangerous re-
gime that possesses the weapons of mass 
murder, has used the weapons of mass 
murder, and could supply those weapons 
to terror groups. The dictator in Iraq has 
had a long history of aggression and a deep 
hatred of America. The United States Gov-
ernment, and once again the United Na-
tions Security Council, share a determina-
tion: The Iraqi regime must not produce 
or possess chemical, biological, or nuclear 
weapons. 

Iraq pledged to disarm more than a dec-
ade ago. It’s been a decade of systematic 
deception, unmet obligations, unpunished 
violations. Those games are now over. Sad-
dam Hussein will fully disarm and prove 
that he has done so, or America will lead 
a coalition to disarm him. 

This is an urgent task for America and 
the world, because the events of September 
the 11th clearly demonstrate that a threat 
that gathers on the other side of the Earth 
can bring suffering to the American home-
land. The danger from Iraq is clear, and 
it’s multiplied a thousand times over by 
the possibility of a chemical or biological 
or nuclear attack. The time to confront this 
threat is before it arrives, not the day after. 

I have no greater responsibility than pro-
tecting the American people. Should mili-
tary action become necessary for our own 
security, I will commit the full force and 

might of the United States military, and 
we will prevail. 

In whatever lies ahead, the United States 
will remain a friend to the Iraqi people. 
They have suffered years of brutal repres-
sion, years of domestic terror from their 
own rulers. A new regime would bring de-
liverance for them. 

Iraqi resources are abundant; its culture 
is rich; its citizens are talent—talented. And 
given a chance, there is no limit to what 
the Iraqi people can achieve. Their hopes 
are the same as all people in every land, 
to lead lives of dignity in a nation at peace. 
And America will help them. 

As many veterans have seen in countries 
around the world, captive people have 
greeted American soldiers as liberators, and 
there is good reason. We have no territorial 
ambitions. We don’t seek an empire. Our 
Nation is committed to freedom for our-
selves and for others. We and our allies 
have fought evil regimes and left in their 
place self-governing and prosperous na-
tions. And in every conflict, the character 
of our Nation has been demonstrated in 
the conduct of the United States military. 
Where they have served, America’s veterans 
are remembered by civilians with affection, 
not fear. 

One veteran recalls the closing days of 
the Second World War. In the spring of 
1945, he said, ‘‘Around the world, the sight 
of a 12-man squad of teenage boys, armed, 
in uniform, brought terror to people’s 
hearts. But there was an exception, a squad 
of GIs, a sight that brought the biggest 
smiles you ever saw to people’s lips and 
joy to their hearts. GIs meant candy and 
cigarettes, C-rations and freedom.’’ ‘‘Amer-
ica,’’ he said, ‘‘has sent the best of her 
young men around the world, not to con-
quer but to liberate, not to terrorize but 
to help.’’ 

As the Commander in Chief of Veterans 
Day, 2002, I see that same spirit in our 
military. These men and women are still 
the best of America. They are prepared 
for every mission we give them, and they 
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are worthy of the standards set for them 
by America’s veterans. Our veterans from 
every era are the finest of citizens. We 
owe them the life we know today. They 
command the respect of the American peo-
ple, and they have our everlasting gratitude. 

May God bless America’s veterans. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:54 a.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Elizabeth Ann 
Principi, wife of Secretary Anthony J. 
Principi; Nancy Jackson, wife of Maj. Gen. 
James T. Jackson, USA; and President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq. The Veterans Day 
proclamation of November 6 is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume. 

Remarks at a Veterans Day Ceremony in Arlington, Virginia 
November 11, 2002 

Thank you very much. Thank you for 
that warm welcome. Mr. Secretary, thank 
you for your leadership. Members of my 
Cabinet who are here, distinguished Mem-
bers of Congress, members of the United 
States military, Joe Burns, veterans organi-
zations which are represented here, our 
veterans, my fellow Americans, thank you 
for coming. 

We gather this morning to show our grat-
itude to the veterans of the United States 
Armed Forces. Here and across the Nation, 
Americans are marking this day with ex-
pressions of respect for all who have worn 
the uniform of our country. 

This is a day of honor. Yet every day 
in this National Cemetery, family members 
visit the graves of loved ones, and veterans 
come to honor their lost friends. And nearly 
every day, in solemn ceremony, another 
veteran is laid to rest at Arlington. This 
is a place of national mourning and national 
memory. We remember those who served 
America by fighting and dying on the field 
of battle, and we remember those veterans 
who lived on for many decades to serve 
America in many ways. 

Not every marker in this cemetery bears 
a name. Near us are the graves of Ameri-
cans from three wars, men known only to 
God but honored by their country and by 
the guards who stand watch. If you’re a 
veteran, you also stand watch over the 

memory of great events and of brave young 
Americans. You’re witnesses to what was 
gained in our wars and what was lost. You 
carry the fine traditions and values of our 
military, and you share them by example. 
You have a special place in the life of 
America, and America is proud of you. 

One veteran, a company commander in 
the Normandy invasion, returned many 
decades later to the cemetery overlooking 
Omaha Beach. He said, ‘‘Standing there in 
appreciation and sadness and long-post-
poned grief, I could only wonder, why not 
me?’’ Millions of veterans have asked them-
selves that same question, and it has helped 
to shape the course of their lives. 

Veterans do not take life for granted. 
They know that duty and sacrifice are more 
than words. And they love America deeply 
because they know the cost of freedom, 
and they know the names and faces of men 
and women who paid for it. 

The term ‘‘veteran’’ conveys more than 
a rank held in the past. Military service 
forms priorities and commitments that last 
for a lifetime. Every person who has put 
on the uniform, whether in time of war 
or in time of peace, has also felt a new 
sense of responsibility. 

Dwight Eisenhower once recalled the 
day he began his military career. ‘‘The feel-
ing came over me,’’ he said, ‘‘that the ex-
pression ‘the United States of America’ 
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would now and henceforth mean something 
different than it had ever before. From 
here on, it would be the Nation I would 
be serving, not myself.’’ 

Long after their honorable discharge, our 
veterans still symbolize what it means to 
be a citizen. Go to any community in this 
country, and you will find veterans in posi-
tions of service and leadership. In so many 
ways, veterans live out the meaning of pa-
triotism and idealism and concern for oth-
ers. Those of us who are the children and 
grandchildren of veterans have seen those 
qualities up close. Each of us is better be-
cause of the influence of a veteran, and 
so is America. 

America must and will keep its word to 
those men and women who have given us 
so much. Veterans have been promised 
good health care when they are sick and 
disabled. They must be treated with fair-
ness and respect. And to families across 
this land with loved ones whose fate is still 
undetermined, America owes the fullest 
possible accounting of our prisoners of war 
and those missing in action. 

Every veteran once stood ready to give 
all for our country, and they know that 
a true soldier never welcomes war. This 
Nation loves peace. We work and sacrifice 
for peace. Yet America must always be pre-
pared to confront and defeat the enemies 
of human freedom. And when war is forced 
upon us, we will see it through to victory. 

At this hour, members of our military 
are serving on the scattered battlefields of 
a new kind of war. In Afghanistan and be-
yond, they’re on the trail of killers who 
brought death to the innocent and war to 
our country. That mission will go on until 
the terrorists who struck America are fully 
and finally defeated. 

This new kind of war also requires us 
to confront outlaw regimes that seek and 
possess the tools of mass murder. We will 
not permit a dictator who has used weap-
ons of mass destruction to threaten Amer-
ica with chemical, biological, or nuclear 
weapons. This great Nation will not live 
at the mercy of any foreign plot or power. 
The dictator of Iraq will fully disarm, or 
the United States will lead a coalition and 
disarm him. 

Over the generations, Americans in uni-
form have defended this Nation without 
seeking to dominate any nation. American 
troops do not come as conquerors but as 
liberators. We believe in self-government 
for every land, and we believe that freedom 
is the hope of people of all cultures. 

By standing for freedom today, our mili-
tary follows in a great tradition of courage 
and faithful service. Free nations are in 
debt to the long, distinguished line of 
American veterans, and all Americans owe 
our veterans our liberty. 

On this Veterans Day, we honor vet-
erans, and we honor their families, and we 
offer the thanks of a grateful nation. May 
God bless our veterans, and may God con-
tinue to bless the United States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:35 a.m. in 
the Memorial Amphitheater at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery. In his remarks, he referred 
to Joe Burns, president, Blinded Veterans 
Association; and President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript 
of these remarks. The Veterans Day procla-
mation of November 6 is listed in Appendix 
D at the end of this volume. 
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Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With 
Respect to the Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction 
November 6, 2002 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. In accordance with 
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice, stating that the emergency posed by 
the proliferation of weapons of mass de-
struction and their delivery systems de-
clared by Executive Order 12938 on No-
vember 14, 1994, as amended, is to con-
tinue in effect beyond November 14, 2002, 
to the Federal Register for publication. The 
most recent notice continuing this emer-

gency was published in the Federal Register 
on November 13, 2001 (66 FR 56965). 

The proliferation of weapons of mass de-
struction and the means of delivering them 
continues to pose an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security, for-
eign policy, and economy of the United 
States. Therefore, I have determined the 
national emergency previously declared 
must continue in effect beyond November 
14, 2002. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
November 6, 2002. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 12. 
The notice of November 6 is listed in Appen-
dix D at the end of this volume. 

Exchange With Reporters at District of Columbia Metropolitan Police 
Department Headquarters 
November 12, 2002 

Department of Homeland Security 
Legislation 

Q. ——looking for a compromise home-
land bill? 

The President. I’m looking for a good 
homeland bill. That’s what I want. 

Q. Are you going to press for it today? 
The President. Pardon me? 
Q. Are you going to press people, law-

makers? 
The President. I’m going to press people 

right now in a very gentle way and say, 
let’s get homeland security bill done, one 
that enables this country to be able to re-
spond to threats, one that enables the 

President to be able to put the right people 
at the right place at the right time. 

Iraqi Response to the U.N. Resolution 
Q. Mr. President, the Iraqi Parliament, 

sir, has rejected the U.N. resolution. 
The President. Let’s see what Sad-

dam—— 
Q. What happens if he follows through? 
The President. Then if Saddam Hussein 

does not comply with the—to the detail 
of the resolution, we will lead a coalition 
to disarm him. 

Q. Does that start—— 
The President. It’s over. We’re through 

negotiations. There’s no more time. The 
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man must disarm. He said he would dis-
arm. He now must disarm. And you know, 
this kind of deception and delay—all that 
is over with. The country is committed to 
making the world more peaceful by dis-
arming Saddam Hussein. It’s just as simple 
as that. There’s a zero-tolerance policy now. 
The last 11 years have been a period of 
time when this guy tried to deceive the 
world, and we’re through with it. It’s as 
simple as that. 

Q. Friday is the first test. 
The President. There’s no test. This man 

must disarm. There must be a willingness 
in his administration to disarm. 

Q. The Iraqi Parliament has rec-
ommended the other way. 

The President. Well, the Iraqi Parliament 
is nothing but a rubber stamp for Saddam 
Hussein. There’s no democracy. This guy 
is a dictator, so we’ll have to see what he 
says. 

DC Security Cameras 
Q. Mr. President, these cameras have be-

come controversial in this city—— 
The President. Well, then you can talk 

to the Mayor about that. 

Turkey and Iraq 
Q. Thank you. Any response to reports 

about Turkey selling antinerve antidotes to 
Iraq? 

The President. No response right now. 

NOTE: The exchange began at 10:33 a.m., 
following a tour of the Synchronized Oper-
ations Command Complex. In his remarks, 
the President referred to President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq; and Mayor Anthony A. Wil-
liams of the District of Columbia. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content 
of this exchange. 

Remarks Following a Visit to District of Columbia Metropolitan Police 
Department Headquarters 
November 12, 2002 

Thanks a lot. I want you to note, the 
Mayor said I made him a senior adviser. 
[Laughter] Mr. Mayor, you’re doing a great 
job for the city of Washington, DC. I’m 
honored that I’m living in your neighbor-
hood. And as I told a lot of the folks who 
I had the honor of meeting just a while 
ago at the Emergency Operations Center, 
I feel safe living here. And so does my 
family. And so do a lot of families, thanks 
to the dedication and hard work of people 
on the frontline of making sure that this 
city is buttoned up, dealing with the threats 
we face. I’m here to thank you all for your 
hard work. 

I’m here as well to tell all the first-re-
sponders across the District as well as 
around the country how much our country 
is grateful for your service, your dedication, 

and remind you that we have not only a 
duty to prepare for emergencies, we have 
a duty in this country to prevent them from 
happening in the first place. 

It’s a new charge. It’s a new charge be-
cause we learned on that fateful day that 
America is now a battlefield. It used to 
be that oceans would protect us. We didn’t 
have to take certain threats seriously. We 
could say, ‘‘Well, we can deal if we want 
to deal with them.’’ But we learned a tough 
lesson, that the old ways are gone, that 
the enemy can strike us here at home, and 
we all have new responsibilities. And I’m 
confident we can meet those responsibil-
ities because I understand the nature of 
the people who wear the uniform all across 
America, fine, dedicated, honorable public 
servants who are willing to serve something 
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greater than themselves. So, thank you for 
what you do. 

And the Federal Government has got a 
job as well. Our job—our Government’s 
greatest responsibility is to protect the 
American people. That’s our most impor-
tant job, and this requires Congress to cre-
ate a new Department of Homeland Secu-
rity so we can better do our job. I think 
this work can be done soon. The Congress 
is coming back for a brief period of time, 
and in that period of time, they can get 
the job done. If they put their mind to 
it, they can get a job done on behalf of 
the American people. And I urge them to 
do so. 

I’m honored to be here with Eleanor 
Holmes Norton. Thank you for coming, 
Madam Congresswoman. I appreciate your 
service. 

I appreciate being up here with Tom 
Ridge, my buddy who was a Governor. I 
said, ‘‘Look, we’ve got a new issue we’ve 
got to deal with here in America. We’ve 
got to do everything we can to protect the 
homeland, so you need to leave Pennsyl-
vania and come and join us.’’ And fortu-
nately, he did, and he is doing a fabulous 
job inside the White House of laying the 
groundwork for what I hope will soon be 
a Department of Homeland Security. And 
I appreciate you coming, Tom. 

Mr. Mayor, thanks again. Margret 
Kellems, it’s good to have met you. It’s 
an honor to be in the presence of the Dep-
uty Mayor, as well. 

I’m impressed with Chief Ramsey. I 
don’t know if this helps you or hurts you, 
Chief. [Laughter] He does a fine job. I 
got to know him at the inauguration, and 
I’ve been watching him ever since. This 
is a city with a lot of complex issues. It’s 
a city where a lot of people come to exer-
cise their right as Americans, and we ap-
preciate that. And I’m proud that this city 
is able to allow people to express them-
selves and, at the same time, maintain 
order. Mr. Chief, you and your troops do 
a fabulous job here. 

I want to thank Chief Adrian Thompson 
for coming as well. I appreciate you being 
here, Chief. This is—the fire and emer-
gency teams have got just as an important 
role to play as our police officers do. 

I want to thank Peter LaPorte, who is 
the director of the Washington, DC, Emer-
gency Management Agency, for coming. I 
appreciate Jim Buford, who is the acting 
director of the Washington, DC, Depart-
ment of Health. I want to thank Linda 
Cropp for coming as well. 

On September the 11th, 2001, our Na-
tion was confronted by a new kind of war. 
See, we’re at war. This is a war. This isn’t 
a single isolated incident. We are now in 
the first war of the 21st century, and it’s 
a different kind of war than we’re used 
to. I explained part of the difference is 
the fact that the battlefield is now here 
at home. It’s also a war where the enemy 
doesn’t show up with airplanes that they 
own or tanks or ships. These are suiciders. 
These are coldblooded killers. That’s all 
they are. The new kind of war has now 
placed our police and firefighters and res-
cue workers on the frontlines. You’re al-
ready on the frontlines. Now you got an-
other line. There’s another front to do our 
duty to the American people. 

For the courageous individuals on Sep-
tember the 11th, it was a day of great loss. 
But it was also a grave—day of great— 
great honor. It reminded the American 
people of the sacrifices that the people who 
wear the uniform go through on a daily 
basis and the risks that you take every day. 

We still weep and mourn for those who 
lost lives to save others. But we also recog-
nize there’s a renewal in America of appre-
ciation for what you do. The entire Nation 
appreciated the calm determination, the 
steady hand, the ability to respond under 
severe circumstances. And like our military, 
which is also on the front line of the war 
against terror, you deserve all the tools and 
resources to do your work. This country 
is going to support you because we now 
understand the stakes. 
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Since September the 11th, every level 
of government has taken important steps 
to better prepare against terrorism. We’ve 
now been notified. We understand that his-
tory has called us into action. There should 
be no doubt in anybody’s mind the nature 
of the enemy. There should be no doubt 
in anybody’s mind that we must do every-
thing we can to protect the homeland. 

For the first time ever, customs agents 
are now at overseas ports inspecting con-
tainers before they come close to the 
United States. In other words, we’re adjust-
ing to the new world we’re in. We’ve put 
more marshals now on airplanes. 
Everybody’s aware of that. We’ve stepped 
up security at our powerplants and our 
ports and, as importantly, at our border 
crossings. We need to know who’s coming 
into the country, what they’re bringing into 
the country, and if they’re leaving when 
they say they’re going to leave. We need 
to know that for the sake of the homeland. 

We’ve deployed detection equipment to 
look for weapons of mass destruction. Who-
ever would have thought that this country 
needed to use technologies to prevent peo-
ple from smuggling in weapons of mass 
destruction? But we needed to have that 
technology in place, so we can better pro-
tect the American people. There’s a real 
threat that somebody might smuggle in one 
of these weapons that would create incred-
ible havoc here at home. So we’re on alert. 
We’re stockpiling enough small pox vaccine 
for every man, woman, and child in Amer-
ica. 

The U.S. PATRIOT Act has helped us 
detect and disrupt terrorist activity in this 
country. What I’m telling you there is, any-
time we get a hint that somebody is think-
ing about doing something to America, 
we’re moving on it. Anytime we get an 
inkling that somebody is planning to hurt 
the American people, to take innocent life, 
we’re using every tool we can to disrupt 
and deny. And we’re doing that at the local 
level and at the State level and at the Fed-

eral level. That’s what the American people 
expect, and that’s what’s going to happen. 

We act decisively in the clearest areas 
of vulnerability. We’re moving. And this is 
only the beginning of our effort to protect 
our country from a global threat. The 
threats to the homeland are growing 
threats. These people aren’t going away 
anytime soon. And so the need for action 
is important. 

And one of my jobs is to make sure 
nobody gets complacent. One of my jobs 
is to remind people of the stark realities 
that we face. See, every morning I go into 
that great Oval Office and read threats to 
our country—every morning. As a matter 
of fact, there hasn’t a morning that hasn’t 
gone by that I haven’t saw—seen or read 
threats. Some of them are blowhards, but 
we take every one of them seriously. It’s 
the new reality. 

The Congress is in session today, and 
the House and the Senate have pressing 
responsibilities to work with us for our se-
curity. And I’m confident they’ll meet those 
responsibilities. And the single most impor-
tant business before Congress is the cre-
ation of a Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. Certain Members of the Senate and 
the House have got all kinds of agendas 
they’d like to discuss; the single most im-
portant one is to get this bill done. 

The importance of the Homeland Secu-
rity means that we’ll be able to better co-
ordinate and organize and that there be 
clear lines of authority. One reason this 
department works so well and one reason 
the center we just saw works well is, there’s 
great coordination with clear lines of au-
thority. And that’s important. That’s what 
you do here in Washington, and that’s what 
we ought to do at the Federal level as 
well, in this new Department. 

The responsibility for protecting the 
homeland here in Washington, at least at 
the Federal level, is spread out among 
more than 100 different organizations, and 
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not one organization has the primary re-
sponsibility. Each agency operates sepa-
rately, sometimes completely unaware of 
what others are doing. The result is dupli-
cation that we cannot afford and inefficien-
cies which create problems. So I set out 
to do something about it, for the good of 
the country. And that is to call for a single 
Cabinet-level Department of Government, 
staffed by dedicated professionals who wake 
up every single day with one overriding 
duty, to protect the American people. 
That’s their duty. That’s their most impor-
tant responsibility. 

The new Department will work, of 
course, with our State and local authorities 
to avert attacks, to plan for emergencies, 
and to respond. That’s the functions of the 
new Department. We’ve got to make sure 
our first-responders are well equipped and 
trained and organized for their duties. You 
do a fine job here in Washington. There 
are some places that need help, and the 
new Department will help first-responders. 

The new Department will control our 
borders. I mentioned the border—we need 
to know who’s coming in, we need—but 
there’s three agencies on the border right 
now, and they’re all full of fine people. 
They wear different uniforms. They have 
different strategies. Sometimes they talk; 
sometimes they don’t. There is a better way 
to enforce our border here in America. 

It will bring together scientists who de-
velop technologies that detect biological, 
chemical, and nuclear weapons and dis-
cover drugs and treatments to protect our 
citizens. So there will be a scientific com-
ponent in this new Department. 

For the first time in our history, informa-
tion on the threats to America will be gath-
ered and analyzed, together with informa-
tion on our vulnerabilities, in one place. 
We’ve got a lot of good people working 
hard to collect intelligence. This new agen-
cy will analyze the intelligence to address 
vulnerabilities here in America. 

Establishing the new Department will re-
quire the latest reorganization of the Fed-

eral—the largest reorganization of the Fed-
eral Government since 1940. In other 
words, it’s not going to be easy. But I think 
Congress understands the need to do that. 
And I think Congress is willing to take the 
task. I want to thank very much the House 
of Representatives for passing a good bill, 
one that gives me the authority and the 
flexibility to work hard to defend America. 

The Senate—it got stuck in the Senate. 
But it looks like it’s going to come out 
of the Senate, I hope. And we’re working 
hard to bring it forth in a way that will 
enable this President and future Presidents 
to meet the needs of the United States. 
To meet the threats, I must be able—and 
future Presidents—must be able to move 
people and resources where they’re needed 
and to do it quickly, without being forced 
to comply with a thick book of rules. 

The enemy moves quickly, and America 
must move quickly. We cannot have bu-
reaucratic rules preventing this President 
and future Presidents from meeting the 
needs of the American people. To meet 
the threats to our country, a President must 
have the authority, as every President since 
John F. Kennedy has had, to waive certain 
rights for national security purposes. It 
makes no sense in a time of war to dimin-
ish the capacity of the President to be able 
to put the right people at the right time 
at the right place. 

This debate is often misunderstood. The 
rights of Federal workers should be and 
will fully be protected in the Department 
of Homeland Security. Every employee will 
be treated fairly and protected from dis-
crimination. The men and women who 
work in that Department will need and 
want leadership that can act quickly and 
decisively, without getting bogged down in 
endless disputes. When the Department is 
created, we’ve got to do it right. It is our 
chance to do it right. And I will not give 
up national security authority at the price 
for creating a Department we badly need 
to secure America. 
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Fortunately, I’m encouraged by the on-
going discussions. I believe we can get this 
done. I believe Congress can show the 
country that they can finish their work on 
a high note of achievement. That’s what 
the people want. The people want us to 
come together and work together and do 
what’s right. And I think Congress can 
show that’s possible to do. 

Securing our homeland means not only 
a great—a new Department of Homeland 
Security, it means hunting these killers 
down one at a time. It means staying on 
task. It means holding—make sure that the 
doctrines still exist. And there’s one out 
there that says, ‘‘If you—you’re either with 
us or with the enemy.’’ That was true right 
after September the 11th, and it’s very true 
today. We’re calling on all these nations 
that love freedom to join us in an inter-
national manhunt. There’s no cave deep 
enough for these people to hide in, as far 
as I’m concerned. There’s no shadow of 
the world dark enough for them to kind 
of slither around in. We’re after them, and 
it’s going to take a while. It can take a 
while. We’re after them one person at a 
time. We owe that to the American people. 
We owe that to our children. 

I can’t imagine what was going through 
their mind when they hit us. They must 
have thought we’d just file a lawsuit. They 
just don’t understand America, do they? 
They don’t understand our love for free-
dom. They don’t understand that when it 
comes to our freedoms, it doesn’t matter 
how long it takes, nor the cost, we will 
do our duty. 

The world’s going to be more peaceful 
as a result of America being strong and 
resolved. Peace is going to happen. You 
see, the enemy hit us, and out of the evil 
done to this country is going to come some 
incredible good, a more secure America, 
a more peaceful world. 

People will look back—your kids and 
your grandkids will look back and say, ‘‘You 
know, my dad or my mother was involved, 
actively involved in one of the most dra-
matic periods in our country’s history.’’ And 
I’m confident they’ll look back and say, 
‘‘I’m proud of their service because Amer-
ica became a better place as a result of 
their sacrifices.’’ 

I’m honored you had me here. May God 
bless you and your families. May God bless 
your work. And may God continue to bless 
America. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:54 a.m. in 
the Old Council Chambers at One Judiciary 
Square, NW, following a tour of the Syn-
chronized Operations Command Complex at 
Metropolitan Police Department head-
quarters at 300 Indiana Ave., NW. In his re-
marks, he referred to District of Columbia 
Mayor Anthony A. Williams, Deputy Mayor 
for Public Safety and Justice Margret 
Kellems, Metropolitan Police Chief Charles 
H. Ramsey, and Fire and Emergency Med-
ical Services Interim Chief Adrian H. 
Thompson; and Linda Cropp, chairman, 
Council of the District of Columbia. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a 
Spanish language transcript of these remarks. 

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With 
Respect to Iran 
November 12, 2002 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 

for the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
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date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. In accordance with 
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice, stating that the Iran emergency de-
clared by Executive Order 12170 on No-
vember 14, 1979, is to continue in effect 
beyond November 14, 2002, to the Federal 
Register for publication. The most recent 
notice continuing this emergency was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on November 
13, 2001, (66 FR 56966). 

Our relations with Iran have not yet re-
turned to normal, and the process of imple-

menting the January 19, 1981, agreements 
with Iran is still underway. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is necessary 
to continue the national emergency de-
clared on November 14, 1979, with respect 
to Iran, beyond November 14, 2002. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
November 12, 2002. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 13. 
The notice of November 12 is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume. 

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the National 
Emergency With Respect to Iran 
November 12, 2002 

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-
month periodic report prepared by my Ad-
ministration on the national emergency 
with respect to Iran that was declared in 

Executive Order 12170 of November 14, 
1979. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
November 12, 2002. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 13. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Inter-American Convention 
Against Terrorism 
November 12, 2002 

To the Senate of the United States: 
With a view to receiving the advice and 

consent of the Senate to ratification, I 
transmit herewith, the Inter-American Con-
vention Against Terrorism, adopted at the 
Thirty-Second Regular Session of the OAS 
General Assembly meeting in Bridgetown, 
Barbados, on June 3, 2002, and opened 

for signature on that date. At that time 
it was signed by 30 of the 33 members 
attending the meeting, including the United 
States. It has subsequently been signed by 
another two member states, leaving only 

2069 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00918 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.019 193761

Nov. 13 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

two states that have not yet signed. In addi-
tion, I transmit herewith, for the informa-
tion of the Senate, the report of the De-
partment of State. 

The negotiation of the Inter-American 
Convention Against Terrorism (the ‘‘Con-
vention’’) was a direct response to the ter-
rorist attacks on the United States on Sep-
tember 11, 2001. At that time, the OAS 
was meeting in Lima, Peru, to adopt a 
Democratic Charter uniting all 34 democ-
racies in the hemisphere. The OAS mem-
ber states expressed their strong commit-
ment to assist the United States in pre-
venting such incidents from occurring again 
anywhere in our hemisphere. Within 10 
days, the foreign ministers of the OAS 
member states, meeting in Washington, 
D.C., endorsed the idea of drafting a re-
gional convention against terrorism. Argen-
tina, Peru, Chile, and Mexico played par-
ticularly important roles in the development 
and negotiation of the Convention. 

The Convention will advance important 
United States Government interests and 
enhance hemispheric security by improving 
regional cooperation in the fight against ter-
rorism. The forms of enhanced cooperation 
include exchanges of information, ex-
changes of experience and training, tech-
nical cooperation, and mutual legal assist-
ance. The Convention is consistent with, 
and builds upon, previous counterterrorism 
instruments and U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 1373, which mandates certain 
measures to combat terrorism. 

The Convention provides for regional use 
of a variety of legal tools that have proven 
effective against terrorism and transnational 
organized crime in recent years. Since 
fighting terrorist financing has been identi-
fied as an essential part of the fight against 
terrorism, the Convention addresses crucial 
financial regulatory, as well as criminal law, 
aspects. Existing Federal authority is suffi-

cient to discharge the obligations of the 
United States under this Convention, and 
therefore no implementing legislation will 
be required. 

In particular, the Convention mandates 
the establishment of financial intelligence 
units for the collection, analysis, and dis-
semination of terrorist financing informa-
tion and the establishment and enhance-
ment of channels of communication be-
tween law enforcement authorities for se-
cure and rapid exchange of information 
concerning all aspects of terrorist offenses; 
the exchange of information to improve 
border and customs control measures to de-
tect and prevent movement of terrorists 
and terrorist-related materials; and tech-
nical cooperation and training programs. 

The Convention also provides measures 
relating to the denial of refugee or asylum 
status. In addition, the Convention provides 
that terrorist acts may not be considered 
‘‘political’’ offenses for which extradition or 
mutual legal assistance requests can be de-
nied, and provides for other mechanisms 
to facilitate mutual legal assistance in crimi-
nal matters. 

In sum, the Convention is in the inter-
ests of the United States and represents 
an important step in the fight against ter-
rorism. I therefore recommend that the 
Senate give prompt and favorable consider-
ation to the Convention, subject to the un-
derstandings that are described in the ac-
companying report of the Department of 
State, and give its advice and consent to 
ratification. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
November 12, 2002. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 13. 
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Remarks Following a Cabinet Meeting and an Exchange With Reporters 
November 13, 2002 

The President. We just had a very pro-
ductive Cabinet meeting. I want to thank 
all those who serve in my Cabinet for their 
service to the country. We talked about 
issues facing the country. We talked about 
the need to secure the homeland. We 
talked about our economy. We talked about 
making sure that we lead, particularly when 
it comes to being wise with the taxpayers’ 
money. 

We have a responsibility to spend peo-
ple’s money wisely. And so we had a little 
budget session here, to make sure that, as 
we come back to deal with the ’03 budget 
as well as the ’04 budget, we do so in 
a way that resists the temptation in Wash-
ington to overspend. We feel strongly that 
we can meet our Nation’s priorities and 
be wise with the people’s money at the 
same time. 

I’ll be glad to answer some questions. 
Ron [Ron Fournier, Associated Press]. 

Usama bin Laden/Radio Message 
Q. Sir, is bin Laden alive? And whether 

or not he is, does the recording signal the 
potential for an imminent terrorist attack? 

The President. We are looking at this lat-
est tape. Our experts are analyzing the 
voice content, and we’ll let them speak 
about whether it’s him or not. Nevertheless, 
the contents of the tape—the message is 
a serious message. And it reminds—should 
remind all of America and remind our 
friends and allies that there is an active 
enemy that continues to hate, is willing to 
use murder as a way to achieve their goals. 

Whoever put this tape out has put the 
world on notice yet again that we’re at war 
and that we need to take these messages 
very seriously. And we will. We’ll take them 
seriously here at home by working with the 
appropriate authorities to deal with threats. 
And we’ll take them seriously abroad by 
continuing our hunt. We’ll chase these peo-

ple down, one at a time. It doesn’t matter 
how long it takes, we’ll find them and bring 
them to justice. 

Q. Shouldn’t we have found him sooner 
though, looking back on Tora Bora? 

The President. We’re making great 
progress in the war on terror. Slowly but 
surely, we are dismantling the terrorist net-
work. We’re finding their sanctuaries. 
We’re holding people to account. Our coali-
tion of freedom-loving nations is up to 90 
now. There is an international manhunt on. 
I warned the American people that this 
is going to take time, to achieve our objec-
tive. We’re in a different kind of war. It’s 
a war that requires international coopera-
tion. We’ve got to cut off their money. 
We’ve got to share intelligence. And we’re 
on a manhunt, and we’re not quitting. 
Slowly but surely, we’re achieving our ob-
jective. 

Holland [Steve Holland, Reuters]. 

Iraqi Response to U.N. Resolution 
Q. Sir, what happens on Friday if Iraq 

fails to say it will comply? Do you go back 
to the U.N. or immediately move into a 
military posture? 

The President. I have told the United 
Nations we’ll be glad to consult with them. 
But the resolution does not prevent us from 
doing what needs to be done, which is to 
hold Saddam Hussein into account. We 
hope that he disarms. We hope that he 
will listen to the world. The world has spo-
ken. A diverse group of nations in the Se-
curity Council spoke with one voice. The 
United States Congress spoke with one 
voice. And that is, in the name of peace, 
he must disarm. If he chooses not to dis-
arm, we will disarm him. That should be 
clear to Saddam Hussein and everybody 
else. And if he chooses not to disarm, we 
will have a coalition of the willing with 
us. A lot of nations understand that in 
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order to keep the peace, Saddam Hussein 
must be disarmed—decisions he makes. 

There’s no negotiations with Mr. Saddam 
Hussein. Those days are long gone. And 
so are the days of deceit and denial. And 
now it’s up to him. And I want to remind 
you all that inspectors are there to deter-
mine whether or not Saddam Hussein is 
willing to disarm. It’s his choice to make. 
And should he choose not to disarm, we 
will disarm him. 

Dick [Richard Keil, Bloomberg News]. 
Q. Mr. President, following on that, 

could you give us in as plain words as pos-
sible what you believe will constitute a ma-
terial breach of his obligations? 

The President. Zero tolerance—that’s 
about as plain as I can make it. We will 
not tolerate any deception, denial, or de-
ceit, period. 

Gregory [David Gregory, NBC News]. 
Q. Sir, good morning. 
The President. You’re looking beautiful 

today, by the way. [Laughter] 
Q. Why, thank you. So are you. [Laugh-

ter] 
The President. You don’t qualify. [Laugh-

ter] 

National Economy/Terrorism Insurance 
Legislation 

Q. Sir, Alan Greenspan said today that 
the economy has hit a soft patch. He also 
said that households have become more 
cautious in their purchases while business 
spending is not showing substantial vigor. 
What do you plan to do about this? Do 
you think this is an indictment of your tax 
cut, or do you take this as a call that a 
new round of such tax relief is necessary? 

The President. I think that, first of all, 
appreciate the wisdom of Chairman 

Greenspan. He uses the word ‘‘soft spot.’’ 
I use the words ‘‘bumping along.’’ Both 
of us understand that our economy is not 
nearly as strong as it’s going to be. And 
our job here in Washington is to create 
the environment necessary for people to 
feel confident about risking capital and to 

create an environment amongst our con-
sumers where they’re confident about the 
future. 

And one way that we have addressed this 
problem up to now is to insist that Con-
gress allow people to keep more of their 
own money. And it seemed to have worked 
well during the first three quarters of this 
year. And to the extent that we need to 
continue doing that, I’m willing to listen 
to ideas. And I want to work with Congress. 
I sent a signal to Congress that I believe 
that we need to have further discussions 
how to best stimulate the economy, and 
I’m very serious about that. 

And so when the Congress comes back 
from the—when the new Congress comes 
back, we will have some ideas to discuss 
with them. We’ve always—in Washington, 
we’ve got to be constantly on alert about 
people not being able to find jobs. And 
we’ve got to be working together to put 
the environment in place so they can find 
jobs. Like the Chairman, I am not satisfied 
with the economic growth of the country. 
Like the Chairman, I am worried when 
people can’t find work. 

And we’ve been active in the past on 
economic vitality. We will continue to be. 
One way Congress can help immediately, 
in terms of the job picture, is to pass a 
terrorism insurance bill so that the hardhats 
can find work. People complain about the 
cost of a terrorism insurance bill. There 
is no cost if there’s no terrorist attack, and 
if there’s a terrorist attack, a terrorism in-
surance bill will mitigate the damage of 
a terrorist attack. It makes eminent sense 
from a—to have a terrorism insurance bill. 
And I hope the Congress can get it done 
before they go home. 

Q. But what about the deficit though, 
in this context? 

The President. Well, we have a deficit 
because tax revenues are down. Make no 
mistake about it, the tax relief package that 
we passed—that should be permanent, by 
the way—has helped the economy and that 
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the deficit would have been bigger without 
the tax relief package. 

The deficit is caused by the fact that 
revenues have not come in. And there’s 
two things we can do about it: One, stimu-
late the economy to create more revenues; 
and two, hold down spending. And today 
we spent time here at the Cabinet talking 
about how we hold down spending. And 

we hope the Congress gets that message 
as well. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to Usama bin Laden, 
leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organization; 
and President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

Remarks Prior to Discussions With Secretary-General Kofi Annan of the 
United Nations 
November 13, 2002 

President Bush. The Secretary-General 
and I are going to have some opening state-
ments, only statements. First, I do want 
to welcome the Secretary-General here. I’m 
grateful for your leadership at the United 
Nations. A while ago, the United Nations 
Security Council made a very strong state-
ment that we, the world, expects Saddam 
Hussein to disarm for the sake of peace. 
And the U.N. stepped up to its responsibil-
ities, and I want to thank you for that, 
Mr. Secretary-General. I appreciate your 
leadership. 

I’m looking forward to our discussion. 
Of course, I’ll remind the Secretary-Gen-
eral that our war against terror is a war 
against individuals whose hearts are full of 
hate. We do not fight a religion. As a mat-
ter of fact, by far the vast majority of Amer-
ican citizens respect the Islamic people and 
the Muslim faith. After all, there are mil-
lions of peaceful, loving Muslim Americans. 

Some of the comments that have been 
uttered about Islam do not reflect the sen-
timents of my Government or the senti-
ments of most Americans. Islam, as prac-
ticed by the vast majority of people, is a 
peaceful religion, a religion that respects 
others. Ours is a country based upon toler-
ance, Mr. Secretary-General, and we re-
spect the faith, and we welcome people 
of all faiths in America. And we’re not 

going to let the war on terror or terrorists 
cause us to change our values. 

And so, Mr. Secretary-General, I’m hon-
ored that you’re here at the Oval Office. 
I’m proud to call you friend, and welcome. 

Secretary-General Annan. Thank you 
very much, Mr. President. If I may com-
ment on the last point you raised, I share 
your view entirely that every region and 
people of every faith have also been victims 
of terrorists. This is a scourge that affects 
all of us, regardless of region or religion. 
And we need to stand together to defeat 
terrorism. 

And this is where the work of the United 
Nations and effective implementation of 
this Resolution 1373 is absolutely crucial. 
We need to work to deprive terrorists of 
the opportunities by not giving them haven, 
by not giving them financial and logistical 
support. And I think the Counter-Terrorism 
Committee of the Security Council is doing 
a good job in trying to make sure we all 
work together on that. 

With regards to the Iraq decision, I want 
to thank you, Mr. President, for working 
with the United Nations and the Council 
and working through the Council. And I 
remember when you came to the U.N. on 
the 12th of September, nobody knew which 
way you were going to go. And in my own 
speech before yours, I was pleading that 
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we go the multilateral route. And I think 
we were all relieved that we did—you did. 

And I would want to say that the Council 
decision, which was unanimous, sent a pow-
erful message that the entire international 
community would like to see the Security 
Council resolutions implemented. 

Today I received a letter from the Iraqi 
Government accepting the resolution, say-
ing that they would work with the resolu-
tion. And Mr. Blix and his team will go 
back. We expect them to get there on the 
18th and actively begin their work. This 

is a Chapter 7 resolution, and it must be 
implemented. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank 
you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:24 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. Secretary-General Annan 
referred to Hans Blix, Executive Chairman, 
United Nations Monitoring, Verification and 
Inspection Commission. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Fiscal 
Year 2003 Budget Amendments 
November 13, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
I ask the Congress to consider the en-

closed requests for FY 2003 budget amend-
ments for the Department of Justice and 
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration. 

In total, these amendments would not 
affect the budgetary resources proposed in 
my FY 2003 Budget. 

Statement on Elections in Bahrain 
November 14, 2002 

The United States welcomes Bahrain’s 
first parliamentary elections in nearly 30 
years. Bahrain is a close friend and an im-
portant example of a nation making the 
transition to democracy. 

The national elections recently concluded 
promise to strengthen the establishment of 
representative institutions in Bahrain and 
to help meet the political aspirations of all 

The details of these requests are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget. 
I concur with his comments and observa-
tions. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this letter. 

its citizens, including women who fully par-
ticipated in the electoral process. 

I strongly support the efforts that King 
Hamad and the people of Bahrain have 
undertaken to uphold democratic principles 
and the rule of law. The United States will 
continue to support Bahrain as it pursues 
these goals. 
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Message to the Senate Transmitting a Protocol Amending the Australia-
United States Taxation Convention 
November 14, 2002 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith, for Senate advice 

and consent to ratification, a Protocol 
Amending the Convention Between the 
Government of the United States of Amer-
ica and the Government of Australia for 
the Avoidance of Double Taxation and the 
Prevention of Fiscal Evasion with Respect 
to Taxes on Income, signed at Canberra 
on September 27, 2001 (the ‘‘Protocol’’). 
I also transmit, for the information of the 
Senate, the report of the Department of 
State concerning the Protocol. 

The Convention, as amended by the Pro-
tocol, would be similar to recent tax treaties 
between the United States and other devel-

oped nations. It provides maximum rates 
of tax to be applied to various types of 
income and protection from double taxation 
of income. The Convention, as amended 
by the Protocol, also provides for resolution 
of disputes and sets forth rules making its 
benefits unavailable to residents that are 
engaged in treaty shopping. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to this Protocol, 
and that the Senate give its advice and 
consent to ratification. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
November 14, 2002. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting the United Kingdom-United States 
Taxation Convention 
November 14, 2002 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith, for Senate advice 

and consent to ratification, the Convention 
Between the Government of the United 
States of America and the Government of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland for the Avoidance of 
Double Taxation and the Prevention of Fis-
cal Evasion with Respect to Taxes on In-
come and on Capital Gains, signed at Lon-
don on July 24, 2001, together with an ex-
change of notes, as amended by the Pro-
tocol signed at Washington on July 19, 2002 
(the ‘‘Convention’’). I also transmit the re-
port of the Department of State concerning 
the Convention. 

The proposed Convention transmitted 
herewith would replace the Convention Be-
tween the Government of the United States 
of America and the Government of the 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland for the Avoidance of 
Double Taxation and the Prevention of Fis-
cal Evasion with Respect to Taxes on In-
come and Capital Gains, signed at London 
on December 31, 1975, as modified by a 
subsequent agreement and protocols. 

This Convention, which is similar to tax 
treaties between the United States and 
other developed nations, provides for max-
imum rates of tax to be applied to various 
types of income, protection from double 
taxation of income, and for the exchange 
of information. The Convention also con-
tains rules making its benefits unavailable 
to persons who are engaged in treaty shop-
ping. The proposed Convention is the first 
U.S. income tax convention to provide a 
zero rate of withholding on certain direct 
investment dividends. 
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I recommend that the Senate give early The White House, 
and favorable consideration to this Conven-
tion, and that the Senate give its advice 
and consent to ratification. 

GEORGE W. BUSH November 14, 2002. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Convention on Supplementary 
Compensation for Nuclear Damage 
November 14, 2002 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith, for Senate advice 

and consent to ratification, with a declara-
tion, the Convention on Supplementary 
Compensation for Nuclear Damage done 
at Vienna on September 12, 1997. This 
Convention was adopted by a Diplomatic 
Conference convened by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and was 
opened for signature at Vienna on Sep-
tember 29, 1997, during the IAEA General 
Conference. Then-Secretary of Energy 
Federico Peñ a signed the Convention for 
the United States on that date, subject to 
ratification. Also transmitted for the infor-
mation of the Senate is the report of the 
Department of State concerning the Con-
vention. 

The Convention establishes a legal 
framework for defining, adjudicating, and 
compensating civil liability for nuclear dam-
age that results from an incident in the 
territory of a Party, or in certain cir-
cumstances in international waters, and cre-
ates a contingent international supple-
mentary compensation fund. This fund 
would be activated in the event of an inci-
dent with damage so extensive that it ex-
hausts the compensation funds that the 
Party where the incident occurs is obligated 
under the Convention to make available. 

The international supplementary fund 
would be made up largely of contributions 
from Parties that operate nuclear power 
plants. The improved legal certainty and 

uniformity provided under the Convention 
combined with the availability of additional 
resources provided by the international sup-
plementary fund create a balanced package 
appealing both to countries that operate 
nuclear power plants and those that do not. 
The Convention thus creates for the first 
time the potential for a nuclear civil liability 
convention with global application. 

Prompt U.S. ratification of the Conven-
tion is important for two reasons. First, 
U.S. suppliers of nuclear technology now 
face potentially unlimited third-party civil 
liability arising from their activities in for-
eign markets because the United States is 
not currently party to any international nu-
clear civil liability convention. In addition 
to limiting commercial opportunities, lack 
of liability protection afforded by treaty ob-
ligations has limited the scope of participa-
tion by major U.S. companies in the provi-
sion of safety assistance to Soviet-designed 
nuclear power plants, increasing the risk 
of future accidents in these plants. Once 
widely applied, the Convention will create 
for suppliers of U.S. nuclear equipment and 
technology substantially the same legal en-
vironment in foreign markets that they now 
experience domestically under the Price-
Anderson Act. It will level the playing field 
on which they meet foreign competitors 
and eliminate the liability concerns that 
have inhibited them from providing the 
fullest range of safety assistance. 
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Second, under existing nuclear liability 
conventions many potential victims outside 
the United States generally have no assur-
ance that they will be adequately or 
promptly compensated in the event they 
are harmed by a civil nuclear incident, es-
pecially if that incident occurs outside their 
borders or damages their environment. The 
Convention, once widely accepted, will pro-
vide that assurance. 

United States leadership is essential in 
order to bring the Convention into force 
soon. With the United States as an initial 
Party, other countries will find the Conven-
tion attractive and the number of Parties 
is likely to grow quickly. Without U.S. lead-
ership, the Convention could take many 
years to enter into force. The creation of 
a global civil liability regime will play a 
critical role in allowing nuclear power to 
achieve its full potential in the diverse and 
environmentally responsible world energy 
structure we need to build in the coming 
decades. 

The Convention is consistent with the 
primary existing U.S. statute governing nu-
clear civil liability, the Price-Anderson Act 
of 1957. Adoption of the Convention would 
require virtually no substantive changes in 
that Act. Moreover, under legislation that 
is being submitted separately to implement 
the Convention, the U.S. contingent liabil-
ity to contribute to the international supple-
mentary fund would be completely covered, 
either by funds generated under the Price-
Anderson Act in the event of an accident 
covered by both that Act and the Conven-
tion, or by funds contributed to a retro-
spective pool by U.S. suppliers of nuclear 
equipment and technology in the event of 
an accident covered by the Convention but 

falling outside the Price-Anderson system. 
In either case, U.S. taxpayers would not 
have to bear the burden of the U.S. con-
tribution to the international supplementary 
fund. 

The Convention allows nations that are 
party to existing nuclear liability conven-
tions to join the new global regime easily, 
without giving up their participation in 
those conventions. It also permits nations 
that do not belong to an existing convention 
to join the new regime easily and rapidly. 
The United States in particular benefits 
from a grandfather clause that allows it to 
join the Convention without being required 
to change certain aspects of the Price-An-
derson system that would otherwise be in-
consistent with its requirements. 

The Convention, without relying on tax-
payer funds, will increase the compensation 
available to potential victims of a civil nu-
clear incident, strengthen the position of 
U.S. exporters of nuclear equipment and 
technology, and permit us to provide safety 
assistance to the world’s least-safe reactors 
more effectively. 

I urge the Senate to act expeditiously 
in giving its advice and consent to ratifica-
tion of the Convention on Supplementary 
Compensation for Nuclear Damage, with 
a declaration as set forth in the accom-
panying report of the Department of State. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
November 14, 2002. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 15. 
An original was not available for verification 
of the content of this message. 
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Statement on the North Korean Nuclear Weapons Program 
November 15, 2002 

I welcome yesterday’s strong statement 
by the Korean Peninsula Energy Develop-
ment Organization (KEDO) on the need 
for North Korea to eliminate its nuclear 
weapons program and its decision to sus-
pend further shipment of fuel oil to North 
Korea beginning in December. We are 
working closely with our partners in KEDO 
and our friends around the world to ad-
dress this shared challenge. 

North Korea has acknowledged that it 
is actively pursuing a nuclear weapons pro-
gram based on enriched uranium. This pro-
gram undermines regional and international 
security and the international nonprolifera-
tion regime. North Korea is also in direct 
violation of the North’s commitments under 
the Agreed Framework, the Nuclear Non-
proliferation Treaty (NPT), its International 
Atomic Energy Agency Safeguards Agree-
ment, and the Joint North-South Declara-
tion on the Denuclearization of the Korean 
Peninsula. North Korea’s clear violation of 
its international commitments will not be 
ignored. 

The United States hopes for a different 
future with North Korea. As I made clear 
during my visit to South Korea in February, 
the United States has no intention of invad-

ing North Korea. This remains the case 
today. The United States seeks friendship 
with the people of North Korea. 

In June 2001, we offered to pursue a 
comprehensive dialog with North Korea. 
We developed a bold approach under 
which, if the North addressed our long-
standing concerns, the United States was 
prepared to take important steps that would 
have significantly improved the lives of the 
North Korean people. Now that North Ko-
rea’s covert nuclear weapons program has 
come to light, we are unable to pursue 
this approach. 

North Korea’s nuclear weapons program 
is a challenge to all responsible nations. 
The leaders of the Asia-Pacific region made 
clear in a unanimous statement in October 
that North Korea’s potential to benefit from 
participation in the international community 
rests upon the prompt and visible dis-
mantlement of this program. We are united 
in our desire for a peaceful resolution of 
this situation. We are also united in our 
resolve that the only option for addressing 
this situation is for North Korea to com-
pletely and visibly eliminate its nuclear 
weapons program. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Deployment of United 
States Military Personnel as Part of the Kosovo International Security 
Force 
November 15, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
In my report to the Congress dated May 

17, 2002, I provided information regarding 
the continued deployment of combat 
equipped U.S. military personnel as the 
U.S. contribution to the NATO-led inter-
national security force in Kosovo (KFOR) 

and to other countries in the region in sup-
port of that force. I am providing this sup-
plemental report prepared by my Adminis-
tration, consistent with the War Powers 
Resolution (Public Law 93–148), to help 
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ensure that the Congress is kept fully in-
formed on continued U.S. contributions in 
support of peacekeeping efforts in Kosovo. 

As noted in previous reports, the U.N. 
Security Council authorized member states 
to establish KFOR in U.N. Security Coun-
cil Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999. The 
mission of KFOR is to provide a military 
presence in order to deter renewed hos-
tilities; verify and, if necessary, enforce the 
terms of the Military Technical Agreement 
(MTA) between NATO and the Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY); enforce the 
terms of the Undertaking on Demilitariza-
tion and Transformation of the former 
Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA); provide 
day-to-day operational direction to the 
Kosovo Protection Corps; and maintain a 
safe and secure environment to facilitate 
the work of the U.N. Interim Administra-
tion Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK). 

Currently, the U.S. contribution to 
KFOR in Kosovo is approximately 4,350 
U.S. military personnel, or approximately 
15 percent of KFOR’s total strength. An 
additional 266 U.S. military personnel are 
deployed as the National Support Element 
in Macedonia, with an occasional presence 
in Albania and Greece. In the past 6 
months, 19 non-NATO contributing coun-
tries have joined NATO forces in providing 
military personnel and other support per-
sonnel to KFOR. 

The U.S. forces are assigned to a sector 
principally centered upon Gnjilane in the 
eastern portion of Kosovo. For U.S. KFOR 
forces, as for KFOR generally, maintaining 
a safe and secure environment remains the 
primary military task. United States forces 
conduct security patrols in urban areas and 
in the countryside throughout their sector. 
Approximately 60 percent of KFOR per-
sonnel are dedicated to patrolling, manning 
checkpoints, and mounting border and 
boundary patrols. The KFOR forces oper-
ate under NATO command and control and 
rules of engagement. 

The UNMIK continues to make progress 
in establishing the necessary structures for 

provisional democratic self-government in 
Kosovo. The Provisional Institutions of Self-
Government, including a President, Prime 
Minister, and Kosovo Assembly, have been 
in place since March 2002, and municipal 
elections were successfully held for a sec-
ond time on October 26, 2002. The KFOR 
coordinates with and supports UNMIK at 
most levels, provides a security presence 
in towns, villages, and the countryside, and 
organizes checkpoints and patrols in key 
areas of Kosovo to provide security, protect 
minorities, resolve disputes, and help instill 
in the community a feeling of confidence. 
Intensified, robust KFOR patrolling on the 
Macedonia/Kosovo border was a key factor 
in reducing violence in Macedonia and en-
suring successful elections. At the same 
time, KFOR is supporting, within its means 
and capabilities, the provision of humani-
tarian relief, public safety and order, and 
the maintenance of essential civic works re-
sources. 

NATO continues formally to review 
KFOR’s mission at 6-month intervals. 
These reviews provide a basis for assessing 
current force levels, future requirements, 
force structure, force reductions, and the 
eventual withdrawal of KFOR. NATO has 
adopted the Joint Operational Area plan to 
regionalize and rationalize its force struc-
ture in the Balkans. The KFOR has trans-
ferred full responsibility for public safety 
and policing to the UNMIK international 
and local police forces in every area except 
Kosovska Mitrovica, where the responsi-
bility is shared due to security concerns. 
The UNMIK international police and local 
police forces have also begun to assume 
responsibility for guarding patrimonial sites 
and established border-crossing check-
points. 

The continued deployment of U.S. forces 
has been undertaken pursuant to my con-
stitutional authority to conduct U.S. foreign 
relations and as Commander in Chief and 
Chief Executive. I appreciate the continued 
support of the Congress in these actions. 
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Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The President’s Radio Address 
November 16, 2002 

Good morning. This was a productive 
week in the war against terror, both at 
home and abroad. Congress returned to 
Washington with renewed energy and a 
commitment to make progress on key 
issues. Members of the House and Senate 
reached a crucial agreement to create a 
new Department of Homeland Security. 
With Congress’ vote on the final legislation, 
America will have a single agency with the 
full-time duty of protecting our people 
against attack. 

This new Department will focus and 
unify responsibilities that are now spread 
among dozens of Government agencies. 
The Customs Service, the INS, the Coast 
Guard, the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, the Transportation Security 
Administration, and many others will report 
to the new Secretary of Homeland Security. 

The Department will significantly im-
prove our ability to protect our borders, 
our coasts, and our communities. It will 
pool together the best intelligence informa-
tion and coordinate our response. The new 
Department will help develop the tech-
nology America needs to detect and defeat 
chemical, biological, and nuclear threats. 
And under the agreement reached this 
week, I will have the authority and flexi-
bility to move people and resources to 
where they are needed without bureau-
cratic rules and lengthy labor negotiations. 

This compromise is the result of months 
of hard work and negotiation, and it will 
take additional time to put the agreement 
into place. The threat of terror will be with 
us for years to come, and we remain re-

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Robert C. Byrd, President 
pro tempore of the Senate. 

solved to see this conflict through to its 
end. 

In the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, we’ll have good people, well-organized 
and well-equipped, working day and night 
to oppose the serious dangers of our time. 
Now that we have reached broad agree-
ment on a homeland security bill, I look 
forward to signing it into law as soon as 
possible. 

We’re committed to defending the Na-
tion. Yet wars are not won on the defen-
sive. The best way to keep America safe 
from terrorism is to go after terrorists 
where they plan and hide. And that work 
goes on around the world. 

The United States is working with more 
than 90 countries to disrupt and defeat ter-
ror networks. So far we have frozen more 
than $113 million in terrorist assets, deny-
ing them the means to finance their mur-
der. We’ve cracked down on charities that 
were exploiting American compassion to 
fund terrorists. We have captured and in-
terrogated thousands of terrorists, while 
others have met their fate in caves and 
mountains in Afghanistan. We’ve deployed 
troops to train forces in the Philippines and 
Yemen, the former Soviet Republic of 
Georgia, and other nations where terrorists 
have gathered. We’re sending a clear mes-
sage to the enemies of freedom: No ter-
rorist will escape the patient justice of 
America. 

To win the war on terror, we’re also op-
posing the growing threat of weapons of 
mass destruction in the hands of outlaw 
regimes. This week, the dictator of Iraq 
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told the U.N. he would give weapons in-
spectors unrestricted access to his country. 
We’ve heard such pledges before, and they 
have been uniformly betrayed. America and 
the world are now watching Saddam Hus-
sein closely. Any act of defiance or delay 
will indicate that he is taking the path of 
deception once again, and this time the 
consequences would be severe. 

Our goal is not merely the return of in-
spectors to Iraq; our goal is the disar-
mament of Iraq. The dictator of Iraq will 
give up his weapons of mass destruction, 
or the United States will lead a coalition 
to disarm him. 

Our war against terrorists and their sup-
porters is advancing on all fronts. We’re 

moving aggressively to protect our people 
and to oppose a great threat to the peace 
of the world. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:10 
a.m. on November 15 in the Cabinet Room 
at the White House for broadcast at 10:06 
a.m. on November 16. The transcript was 
made available by the Office of the Press 
Secretary on November 15 but was embar-
goed for release until the broadcast. In his 
remarks, the President referred to President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the 
Contributions of European Nations and Organizations to the Peacekeeping 
Operations in Kosovo 
November 15, 2002 

Dear lllll : 
As required by the Floyd D. Spence Na-

tional Defense Authorization Act, Public 
Law 106–398, section 1213, I transmit 
herewith a report on the contributions of 
European nations and organizations to the 
peacekeeping operations in Kosovo. 

This report, prepared by the Department 
of State, concludes that the Europeans have 
carried a significant portion of the aid-shar-
ing burden in the region and that their 
commitment to reconstruction, humani-
tarian relief, and institution and peace-
building has been a strong one. Continued 
attention and commitments of assistance 
from all donors remain crucial for medium-
and long-term development in Kosovo. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Joseph 
R. Biden, Jr., chairman, and Jesse Helms, 
ranking member, Senate Committee on For-
eign Relations; Robert C. Byrd, chairman, 
and Ted Stevens, ranking member, Senate 
Committee on Appropriations; Carl Levin, 
chairman, and John. W. Warner, ranking 
member, Senate Committee on Armed Serv-
ices; Henry J. Hyde, chairman, and Tom 
Lantos, ranking member, House Committee 
on International Relations; C.W. Bill Young, 
chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking mem-
ber, House Committee on Appropriations; 
and Bob Stump, chairman, and Ike Skelton, 
ranking member, House Committee on 
Armed Services. This letter was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on Novem-
ber 18. 
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Interview With European Journalists 
November 18, 2002 

The President. So here’s what we’re 
going to do. I’ll say a few comments, and 
we’ll kind of do the loop until we run out 
of time. 

First, I’m really looking forward to this 
trip. I think it’s going to be historic. You’ll 
ask me who I’m voting for, for expansion; 
I’m not going to tell you. You’ll find out 
on Thursday. I say that because that’s what 
we’ve all agreed to. 

But if you’re interested in knowing my 
philosophy toward the Prague summit, then 
you need only look as far as the speech 
I gave in Warsaw, Poland, that talked about 
a Europe whole, free, and at peace. I be-
lieve NATO expansion—and in that speech, 
you’d see that I talked about NATO expan-
sion as good for America, because a Europe 
whole, free, and at peace is good for Amer-
ica. 

I am—believe in the spirit of the coun-
tries that we’re talking about. I believe in 
their spirit. These are countries that have 
lived under totalitarianism, and they under-
stand the value of freedom. And they love 
freedom, and I love that spirit. I think 
that’s going to be a very important part 
of invigorating the Alliance. 

The Alliance is a crucial alliance. It’s a 
strong alliance. We’re going into a new pe-
riod. And the idea of having members that 
are willing to shoulder their share of the 
burden of keeping the peace with the new 
threats is good, but—and this spirit of un-
derstanding what totalitarianism can mean 
and understanding the responsibilities of 
being free nations—that come with being 
a free nation is very important at this sum-
mit. 

So I’m really looking forward to it. It’s— 
I’m excited to go to countries that have 
invited me to come. I look forward to the 
events. And so, with that, I’ll answer some 
questions. Why don’t we start here? You 
are from? 

President’s Upcoming Visit to Romania 
Q. Yes, sir. I am from Romania. 
The President. That’s good. 
Q. Sir, the Romanian people waited for 

the Americans after the World War II. 
We’ve waited for you almost 60 years. You 
know, the farmers were raising the corn 
in such a way that the American planes 
could land. That happened in ’45 and the 
fifties. Now, for my parents, it might be 
a little bit late, but for my 11-years daugh-
ter, it might have a chance. You’re coming 
to Bucharest next Saturday. This time are 
the Americans really coming to Romania? 

The President. Great question. No more 
Munichs. No more Yaltas. America—I 
come to your country because I believe 
that Romania is an important part of a Eu-
rope which is whole and free and at peace. 
The story of Romania is a powerful story, 
of people taking charge of their own lives, 
of—— 
[At this point, a tape recorder stopped.] 

The President. We had a click here, in 
case anybody is interested. This one right 
here. Poor planning? [Laughter] Nobody 
claims it? Shouldn’t have said poor plan-
ning. This is nobody’s? 

Q. Might be mine. 
The President. It’s yours? 
Q. Yes. If it’s out, it’s out. That’s okay. 

[Laughter] 
The President. You don’t want—if you’ve 

got to, turn it over. Getting quite articulate 
there. [Laughter] 

A lot of us watched the story of your 
country ridding yourselves of a totalitarian 
dictator, and it was a powerful story. But 
the story didn’t end there. The story ended 
with a desire for freedom and democracy 
and open markets. 

And the answer to your question is, abso-
lutely. That’s what the whole Prague sum-
mit is about: All for one, and one for all. 
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We remember here in our country when, 
after the attacks of September the 11th, 
NATO stood up and said, ‘‘An attack on 
the United States is an attack on us.’’ I 
will say the same thing about Romania and 
Lithuania and the Czech Republic and any-
body else that might be a member of 
NATO. And that’s what I feel. 

I appreciate that question. That’s—your 
question is one of the reasons I look so 
forward to going to Romania—— 

Q. Thank you, sir. 
The President. ——to be able to provide 

that assurance in what is going to be a, 
as I understand it, magnificent event 
where, on the one hand, I will be able 
to point to statues of heroic liberators, peo-
ple who believed in freedom, that freedom 
was ingrained in their soul, and on the 
other hand, point to a balcony where the 
dictator had his—he realized reality. It’s— 
as a matter of fact, I was looking at my 
speech last night. 

End of the Cold War 
Q. I’m from Lithuania, and Lithuania 

was recognized 11 years ago by your father, 
President Bush—— 

The President. Forty-one, we call him. 
Q. ——who took an active role in man-

aging the collapse of the Soviet Union. 
How do you recall these times? 

The President. Yes. Well, first, I want— 
I remember that, in terms of the Baltic 
states, that our country always viewed the 
Baltics as independent. During the Soviet 
era, we viewed the Baltics as independent. 
Secondly, I recall the times leading up to 
the collapse of the Soviet leadership, not 
only with my dad’s actions as President but 
those of Ronald Reagan as well, where 
there was clarity of thought, that there was 
no equivocation when it came to issues 
such as freedom. 

And I keep saying that word because it 
is an issue that we face collectively today 
in other parts of the world. Freedom is 
essentially a human condition. It’s not an 
American gift. It is God’s gift to the world. 

I believe that. I believe that everybody— 
the Almighty recognizes, through His 
mercy and grace, that people are—the free-
dom of each individual. Everybody counts. 
Everybody is precious. 

It was exciting times for Americans to 
watch the change in the Soviet Union, be-
cause it meant that the days of significant 
animosity could be ending. A lot of us grew 
up when the two big countries were fierce 
enemies, and the rest of the world watched 
to see whether or not there would be war 
and watched many times in horror as to 
whether or not there would be war, be-
cause the consequences of war between the 
Soviet Union and America would have been 
devastating for a lot of people. It looked 
like that, to us, that the collapse of the 
Soviet Union would provide an opportunity 
for peace. That’s the most significant— 
that’s the most exciting thing for me, that 
the relationship would be changed. 

I’m honored to be in a position to help 
further the change of the relationship. I’ll 
answer the Russian journalist’s question in 
a minute—I’m not going to anticipate it— 
but I am going, after Prague, immediately 
to Russia for a reason. 

And anyway, it was exciting times for 
us. But the exciting—the true excitement 
is going to come when the people of the 
Baltics realize the world has changed dra-
matically, and it finally has changed dra-
matically in many ways, that Russia is not 
an enemy, that the United States is not 
an enemy of Russia, that the United States 
is still a friend of the Baltics. But most 
importantly, the Baltic people have got an 
opportunity now to realize their full poten-
tial. And that was what was 11 years ago 
we first saw, and it’s an honor to be a 
continuing part of that history. 

Yes, sir. 

Chechnya/War on Terror 
Q. Mr. President, I would like to ask 

you a question regarding Chechnya. 
The President. Sure. 
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Q. I guess it will be one of the topics 
you will discuss with Mr. Putin—— 

The President. Absolutely. 
Q. Do you believe that after the latest 

events—mainly, after hostage in Moscow 
and after the statements made by Usama 
bin Laden raising the terrorist acts in Bali 
and Moscow, do you believe, Mr. Presi-
dent, that you can understand better this 
red—terrorists pose to Russia? And would 
you agree—would you agree with President 
Putin, who says that the Chechen kind of 
terrorism vis-a-vis Russia is of the same 
nature as the Al Qaida terrorism to the 
United States? 

The President. Right. You didn’t ask the 
question I thought you were going to ask. 
I’m going to Russia to make it clear to 
the Russians and to Vladimir Putin, they 
have nothing to fear from NATO expan-
sion, that a Baltic—the Baltics in NATO 
are positive for Russia. 

Now, my answer to your question—I 
thought you were going to ask why I’m 
going to St. Petersburg. Anyway—[laugh-
ter]—and I’m going—I didn’t hesitate when 
Vladimir and I talked about my trip to St. 
Petersburg, that it was very important for 
me to go there. And it was important for 
me say—explain why I think it’s a positive 
development. 

Terrorism—first of all, I’ve got a good 
friend in the fight against terrorism in 
Vladimir Putin. He understands the 
stakes,MDNM and so do I. He understands 
that as you embrace freedom and embrace 
change and—that there will be people who 
resent that and want to impose their will. 

Secondly, I thought that at the theater 
that he was confronted with a very difficult 
situation. Eight hundred people were— 
were going to lose their lives. Clearly, these 
people were killers, just like the killers that 
came to America. There’s a common—a 
common thread, that anytime anybody is 
willing to take innocent life for a so-called 
cause, they must be dealt with. And he 
made some very tough decisions. And peo-
ple tried to blame Vladimir; they ought to 

blame the terrorists. They’re the ones who 
caused the situation, not President Putin. 

Thirdly, I believe Chechnya can—I hope 
that Chechnya can be solved peacefully, 
that there’s ways to discuss the political dia-
log in such a way that this issue can be 
solved peacefully. Thirdly, to the extent that 
there are Al Qaida members infiltrating 
Russia, they need to be dealt with; they 
need to be brought to justice. And I— 
you know, when Usama, praising these— 
the Muslim attacks in Chechnya, it’s clear 
that there is an Al Qaida interest. 

That’s why we’re working so hard in 
Georgia with the Georgians to, one, en-
courage a dialog between Shevardnadze 
and President Putin, and two, develop a 
joint strategy to deal with the Al Qaida 
members which may be in the Pankisi 
Gorge. And so—but I will continue to talk 
to Vladimir about the need to protect and 
recognize the rights of minorities within 
any country and at the same time deal with 
terrorism. And I hope he can find that bal-
ance. I think he can. 

Czech Republic and NATO 
Q. Mr. President, how do you assess the 

performance of the Czech Republic in 
NATO in preparation for this summit? 

The President. Yes, well, first of all, 
they’ve been valuable members of NATO. 
I was able to express that to your President 
in his recent visit—who, by the way, is an 
outstanding human being and is highly re-
spected and highly regarded in all of Amer-
ica. NATO has been—I mean, the Czech 
Republic has been a—was unhesitating in 
its support of Article 5 in NATO, for which 
I am grateful. Every conversation I’ve had 
with the President, he has been nothing 
more than anxious for the Czech Republic 
to perform its role within NATO. 

The interesting thing—let me give you 
kind of a broader statement about what 
you’ll see at the Prague summit—is that 
everybody has got something to contribute 
in the military capacities of NATO to deal 
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with the new threats. And the Czech Re-
public certainly is such a country. There’s 
going to be—I guess, the best word will 
be specialization—there needs to be a spe-
cialization as we develop the military capac-
ity to deal with the true threat. 

Russia is not a threat, and therefore, the 
military strategies of NATO need to be 
changed to recognize that new reality. Rus-
sia is—Russia is a friend, not an enemy. 
NATO was formed because of the Warsaw 
Pact. The Warsaw Pact doesn’t exist and, 
therefore, now—but there is a threat to 
all of us. And that is the threat in the 
form of international and global terrorism, 
which we must be able to deal with. The 
Czech Republic understands that. They’re 
willing to help specialize. And it’s up to 
the Czech Republic to determine that— 
along with Lord Robertson and his strat-
egy—to determine how best to meet with 
the threats we face. 

Obviously, we’ve had good relations with 
the intelligence service of the Czech Re-
public, which is one of the key ingredients 
in order to fight terror. If you know some-
body is thinking about doing something to 
us or we know somebody is thinking about 
doing something to you, we share intel-
ligence. We’ve got good intelligence-sharing 
with Russia, by the way, now, because of 
the joint threat of global terror. 

It’s a key ingredient in order to make 
sure we’re able to find the new enemy. 
The enemy doesn’t travel in army forma-
tions. They’re killers. They take theaters. 
They crash airplanes into buildings. They 
bomb resorts. And we must know as much 
about their whereabouts and their plans as 
possible, in order to find them and bring 
them to justice. And therefore, there needs 
to be a different attitude about the threats 
we face. 

In terms of the Prague summit, I am 
mindful of what happens when the U.S. 
President shows up at times. I mean, it 
is—you know, there is going to be a lot 
of noise and clamor. But I’m actually con-
fident that the Czech Republic will do a 

fine job. It is a big deal that this city of 
Prague hosts this, and nations from all over 
Europe coming and—plus the Canadians 
and ourselves. I’m sure there’s going to be 
people who are willing to express their 
voices, that maybe perhaps think NATO— 
something about NATO is not the way they 
like it, or whatever it may be. We believe 
in free speech. Hopefully, they’ll have an 
opportunity to speak freely in a way that’s 
not—that doesn’t promote violence. 

But the thing that impresses me most 
about the Czech Republic and its Govern-
ment is, in spite of the terrible flood, dev-
astating floods, that this Government and 
these people are anxious to host this meet-
ing and will be able to do so in a great 
way. And it shows the great character of 
the people, to rise above the devastation 
to be able to host this summit. So I’m 
really looking forward to it. I can’t wait 
to get there and will be there soon. 

Romania and NATO 
Q. Mr. President, what symbol would 

you associate to Romania on the new 
NATO map? I mean, where is the place 
of Romania in this new NATO map? 

The President. How do you mean, what’s 
the place? What do you mean—well, first 
of all, you’re getting me caught—if these 
countries get in—[laughter]. But the fact 
that I’m going to your country I guess says 
something. [Laughter] 

Q. We hope so. 
The President. Right now I’m off the 

record. Anyway—[laughter]—first of all, the 
map is more than just countries on a piece 
of paper; the map is an attitude. It’s an 
attitude that says that we want to work 
toward open markets and open societies 
and transparency and fight corruption. We 
want to participate in the global war against 
terror in a way that we’re capable of doing 
so. 

Physically, of course, Romania will be the 
leading edge of Europe extending its reach 
into Eastern Europe. And it’s a significant 
reach. It is—today, it’s interesting, the Vice 
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President and I were being briefed on an 
issue, and we looked at the map, and the 
Vice President said, ‘‘I have trouble adjust-
ing to the actual map of NATO.’’ In other 
words, the point was that NATO now— 
NATO’s reach is far east. And Romania 
represents that eastern reach. So physically 
it’s a significant statement of the power of 
an alliance and the willingness of a people 
to adopt the habits necessary to have a 
free society. 

It’s—I think that’s probably the most sig-
nificant thing about the NATO map. It’s 
an attitude. It’s the soul of NATO, like 
I described earlier. But it’s the presence 
of Romania—really recognizes the change. 
And it’s a significant change. It’s an his-
toric—this will be an historic day, our 
meeting on one day—Thursday, I think is 
the day—in which the decision will be actu-
ally announced. 

Lithuania 
Q. Although—Mr. President, although, 

yes—recognize the annexation and occupa-
tion of Lithuanian, to most Americans our 
country was unknown territory for a long 
time. And can you recall, when did you 
first and what hear about Lithuania? And 
what did you think of Lithuania at that 
time? And what do you think now? 

The President. Well, there’s a lot of Lith-
uanian Americans who kept the hope alive 
of a free and independent Lithuania in 
America, not so much in my home State 
of Texas, mainly in the Midwest. And I 
think a lot of people took pity on the peo-
ple of Lithuania, given the circumstances. 
And the Government took its position. But 
there was a patience by our leadership that 
eventually freedom would prevail. 

Lithuania is kind of a—it’s got kind of 
a—all the Baltics, for that matter—have got 
an interesting kind of romance because it’s 
a small country. It’s totally overwhelmed, 
divided up. It’s kind of handed out as 
pieces of a—pieces of a settlement that 
saddened a lot of Americans. But nobody 
ever gave up hope, I think. Most Americans 

never gave up hope that the Baltics would 
some day be able to realize their vast po-
tential. 

I’m going to tell you an interesting story. 
This is from another Baltic country. It’s 
from the Prime Minister of Estonia, came 
to see me. I’m very hesitant to put words 
into another leader’s mouth. They tend to 
do it to me, and I don’t like it. So I would 
paraphrase, loosely paraphrase. He was 
there at the time when—and one of the 
things I do is welcome a lot of leaders 
to America; it’s an interesting experience. 
I have done so with the Lithuanian leader-
ship as well. 

And I said—this is the day where I told 
our Congress we were going to encourage 
a national debate and dialog on Iraq. And 
I started to give him my rationale as to 
why I was thinking about Iraq. He said, 
‘‘You don’t need to talk to me’’—this is 
paraphrasing now—about Iraq. He said, 
‘‘Our country has watched democracies go 
soft in the face of totalitarianism, and we 
lived in slavery for 50 years.’’ 

Now, that’s a paraphrase for the Amer-
ican press. But the point I want to make 
to you is that he was clear about obligations 
we have. That’s what I think about the 
Baltics. The spirit—and Romania, for that 
matter, and the Czech Republic, as em-
bodied in the works and thoughts of Vaclav 
Havel. That’s what I think about your coun-
try. You know, I firmly believe that—again, 
I keep repeating myself, but it’s on my 
mind because this is exactly what we’re 
dealing with at the NATO expansion. And 
this is the concept of how precious freedom 
is for people. It is a—and it has a lot to 
do, frankly, with my thinking about Iraq 
too. 

The fact that people are tortured and 
subjugated, aren’t free to realize their po-
tential, really bothers me. I think we have 
an obligation to work to free people. 
There’s all kinds of ways to do it, but we 
have that obligation. It doesn’t happen as 
quickly sometimes as we would like. But 
that’s an obligation of all of us who have 
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got—who live in free countries. You have 
that obligation. But there’s no doubt you’ll 
recognize that obligation because you’re 
freshly free from subjugation. And that’s 
what I was talking about, about the 
invigoration of the soul of NATO. That’s 
what I think about when I think about the 
Baltics. 

United Nations Resolution on Iraq 
Q. Mr. President, you mentioned Iraq. 
The President. Yes. 
Q. Do you think—do you believe that 

Russian support of the U.N. resolution on 
Iraq has promoted any kind of reconcili-
ation between the position of Russia and 
America on this matter? And what would 
you like to tell to President Putin in regard 
to—— 

The President. Oh, yes. Well, first, I ap-
preciate them working together with us on 
the resolution. The U.N. Security Council 
sent a clear signal to Iraq and the world. 
We expect them to disarm, is what the 
signal said. And actually, the U.N. Security 
Council sent a signal about themselves, that 
they want to be relevant. 

You see, if you send out 16 resolutions 
and all 16 resolutions were ignored, at 
some point in time, somebody has got to 
tell the truth and say, ‘‘You’re not relevant. 
Why pass a resolution unless you really 
mean it?’’ And so we got together, and 
we said, ‘‘Fine, let’s pass this significant 
resolution.’’ And the Russians were helpful 
and voted for it. And now the word is out, 
that the U.N. Security Council will be a 
relevant body. In other words, we intend 
to enforce the serious consequences if 
there’s not disarmament, and that we’re 
able to work with our friends. I thought 
that was a very positive thing. 

And I will tell this to Vladimir Putin. 
It’s probably better for me to tell him, but 
not through your newspapers, but I’ll try 
anyway. The issue is not inspectors. The 
issue is disarmament. That’s the issue. And 
the question is, will Saddam Hussein dis-
arm? That’s what the U.N. Security Council 

has said, once again, with Russian support, 
along with other—a lot of other countries. 
And so he must show us whether or not 
he’ll disarm, for the sake of peace. 

And if he doesn’t, then we, of course, 
will consult, like we said we would do— 
we’d hold a meeting. But the interesting 
thing about the U.N. Security Council reso-
lution is, all countries are free to act. And 
that was explained to Vladimir what my 
sentiments—I’m very strong about. This is 
not a—this isn’t a free pass for Saddam, 
now that the resolution has been passed. 
Quite the contrary. We expect him to dis-
arm. And we expect him to do everything 
he can to disarm. And we expect him to 
be cooperating in his disarmament for the 
sake of peace. 

And that’s what the U.N. Security Coun-
cil said to me, that people now have finally 
come to the conclusion that it’s time now 
to deal with the issue. Hopefully, this can 
get done peacefully. But it’s up to Mr. Sad-
dam Hussein, and we’ll see. It’s time for 
him to declare if he’s got any weapons. 
And we’ll proceed from there. 

NATO and Iraq 
Q. Mr. President, will you ask the allies 

in Prague to contribute to military action 
if such action becomes necessary? 

The President. I will—first of all, I be-
lieve that the NATO Alliance understands 
the issue. The countries there would like 
to see a disarmed Saddam Hussein. They— 
a peaceful country, they believe in peace, 
just like I believe in peace. And a Saddam 
Hussein with weapons of mass destruction 
is—particularly since he’s used them in the 
past, and he clearly can’t stand America 
and many of our friends—would mean it 
would be likely for us not to have peace. 

Imagine a Saddam Hussein with a nu-
clear weapon. It’s certainly not an ingre-
dient for peace, quite the contrary. And 
so the NATO countries understand that. 
And if, in fact, military action is needed, 
we’ll consult with them, and everybody will 
be able to make a decision that they’re 
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comfortable with. But I wouldn’t preclude 
a peaceful settlement. I hope it happens 
peacefully. But if it doesn’t, just—people 
will know that our intent is to lead a coali-
tion of like-minded, freedom-loving coun-
tries, a coalition of the willing to disarm 
Saddam Hussein. And one way or the 
other, he’s going to be disarmed, and it’s 
in everybody’s interest that that be the 
case. 

So we’ll talk about that. All right? Thank 
you for your time. Now, are you going on 
these trips? You’re going to go to the 
NATO summit? That’s going to be exciting. 
How many journalists will be there? 

NATO Summit in Prague 
Q. Two thousand seven hundred—that 

was the last figure I note from Prague be-
fore I came here. 

The President. Two thousand seven hun-
dred. 

Q. Including TV crews. 
The President. Wow. Well, I can’t wait 

for my press conference. I’m going to have 
about a 2-hour press conference there in 
front of 2,700. [Laughter] 

Q. Two days. 
The President. Two days. [Laughter] Just 

kidding, Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters]. 
Q. Can’t wait for that. 
The President. You’re going? 
Q. Yes, sir. 
The President. It’s going to be exciting. 

It’s going to be a very exciting time. And 
so you have just come from Prague? 

Q. Yes. 
The President. So you tell me what the 

feeling is like there in the city. 
Q. Well, the city is almost evacuated, 

in expecting the summit, because—— 
The President. The city is evacuated? 
Q. No, I’m joking, but the area around 

the conference center is almost evacuated. 
And the kids, they have holiday, and the 
shops are going to be closed, and the cen-
ter of the city, Wenceslas Square where 
the demonstrations usually take place, is 
under police surveillance. So Prague is get-

ting ready, so everyone is expecting how 
to get to work in—they are making arrange-
ments. 

The President. Yes. And how many peo-
ple are coming, just total? Do they have 
an estimate? From outside the Czech Re-
public. 

Q. More than 2,000 people—I mean, 
delegations and—— 

The President. Oh, it’s got to be way 
more than that. 

Q. ——with the staff and everything. 
The President. Well, the press is 2,700 

alone. I bet there’s—our mighty delega-
tion—[laughter]. 

Q. But only two hotels were affected by 
the floods. Only two of the number of the 
hotels that are ready for—to accommodate 
the delegations and—— 

The President. They’re ready? 
Q. ——only two hotels were badly af-

fected by the floods. Otherwise—— 
The President. How is the recovery from 

the floods? 
Q. It was bad. It was tough, and now 

it’s getting better. There are some neigh-
borhoods in Prague where people cannot 
return to their homes because of the—— 

The President. Still? 
Q. ——and it’s not only Prague. It’s the 

whole country, going into Germany. 
The President. So sad. 
Q. So it’s very bad. No chronicle—no 

person ever remembers such a disaster. 
The President. It’s a 500-year flood. 
Q. A thousand. 
The President. A 1,000-year flood. Wow, 

that’s too bad. 
Q. But as we say, Charles did it—from 

the 14th century. [Laughter] 

President’s Visits to Europe 
The President. Well, I’m glad the country 

is recovering. We’re really looking forward 
to it and looking forward to our trips, too. 
They’re going to be magnificent. 

Q. We expect more people than for the 
Pope in 1999. 

2088 



e Aug 04 2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00937 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.020 193761

Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Nov. 18 

The President. Really? It’s going to be 
exciting. I’m looking forward to it. I better 
make sure my speech is—I think they’ll 
like it. 

All right. We’ll see you there. Thanks. 
Thanks for coming. I’m looking forward to 
going to St. Petersburg again. 

Q. Yes, sure. Thank you very much. 
The President. The second time in one 

year. Maybe a third time. 
Q. Did you like it? 
The President. Yes, it was spectacular. 

Remember, we went out on the boat, 
Vladimir, myself, Sergey Ivanov, floated a— 
White Nights. Fantastic. It won’t be White 
Nights this time, though. Will be white 
days, right, snowing? 

Q. Yes, snowing. [Laughter] 
The President. We’ll see you all there. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at 10:45 a.m. 
in the Roosevelt Room at the White House 
for later broadcast, and the transcript was 
embargoed for release by the Office of the 
Press Secretary until 6:30 p.m. In his re-
marks, the President referred to President 
Vladimir Putin of Russia; Usama bin Laden, 
leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organization; 
Prime Minister Siim Kallas of Estonia; Presi-
dent Vaclav Havel of the Czech Republic; 
President Eduard Shevardnadze of the Re-
public of Georgia; Secretary General Lord 
Robertson of the North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization; President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; 
and Russian Minister of Defense Sergey 
Borisovich Ivanov. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of this inter-
view. 

Interview With Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty 
November 18, 2002 

Coalition Against Iraq 

Q. Mr. President, this week NATO will 
be celebrating an historic expansion as well 
as focusing on transforming the Alliance to 
meet new threats, such as Iraq. You have 
spoken about the possibility of leading a 
coalition of the willing against Iraq. Why 
not speak about using NATO forces against 
Iraq, since under NATO’s charter all mem-
bers are supposed to come to the aid of 
any member under direct threat? 

The President. Well, first of all, I hope 
we can do this peacefully. And by doing 
it peacefully, that means I hope Saddam 
Hussein disarms. Of course, we’ve hoped 
that for 11 years. We’ve hoped that for 
16 resolutions. We now have a 17th resolu-
tion, and this time I intend to work with 
nations that love freedom and peace, make 
sure the resolution stands. And if he 
doesn’t disarm, you’re right, I’ll lead a coa-
lition of the willing to disarm him. And 

there’s all kinds of ways for that coalition 
to be formed. It could be formed with 
NATO, if they choose. I have said to the 
U.N. Security Council, ‘‘We’ll go back and 
discuss the matter with you.’’ But Mr. Sad-
dam Hussein must understand he’ll be dis-
armed one way or the other. I hope it’s 
done peacefully. 

NATO and the War on Terror 
Q. The new members of NATO are quite 

small. Do you see them as contributing 
something significant militarily to the Alli-
ance? 

The President. I was hoping you’d ask, 
do I see them contributing something to 
the Alliance, so I’m going to answer it that 
way. First, I’ll answer it militarily, because 
I do believe they can contribute something 
really important, and that is, they can con-
tribute their love for freedom. These are 
countries which have lived in totalitarian 
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states. They haven’t been free. And now 
they’ve seen freedom and they love free-
dom, just like America loves freedom. And 
that’s going to be a really important—it 
will add some vigor to the relationship in 
NATO that’s healthy and wholesome. 

And I think they will. The key is to— 
I think they will help militarily—but the 
key is to change the military strategy of 
NATO. Lord Robertson understands this. 
It starts with the understanding that Russia 
is not our enemy. NATO doesn’t need to 
be constructed to prevent the Warsaw Pact 
from invading Europe. After all, the War-
saw Pact doesn’t exist. As a matter of fact, 
the Warsaw Pact is becoming NATO, slow-
ly but surely. We don’t need that type of 
mentality, and we’ve got to have a military 
strategy that addresses the true threats. 

The threats we face are global terrorist 
attacks. That’s the threat. And the more 
you love freedom, the more likely it is 
you’ll be attacked. And therefore, the Arti-
cle 5 that you referred to for NATO be-
comes very relevant in this war against ter-
ror. The war against terror will not only 
be defeated—the terrorists will not only be 
defeated militarily, but the terrorists will 
be defeated as we share intelligence and 
as we cut off money and as we deny access 
and as we stiffen up border requirements 
in order to make sure that people can’t 
go from one spot to another with plots 
and/or messages to attack. 

And so it’s a different kind of war. And 
it’s going to be an interesting meeting, be-
cause not only is the meeting going to ex-
pand, but the meeting is going to address 
how best to achieve this common objective. 
I’m absolutely convinced that the so-called 
military gap between America and all coun-
tries can be addressed with a good strategy. 
And that will be interesting for observers 
to watch. I think it’s going to happen. I 
know that Lord Robertson, who runs 
NATO, is committed to developing a rel-
evant strategy and one that will work. 

Chechnya/War on Terror 
Q. Russian President Vladimir Putin has 

equated his war in Chechnya with the U.S. 
war on terrorism. Do you agree with that 
equation, or do you still feel, as was stated 
during your election campaign, that Russian 
forces are committing brutalities against in-
nocent Chechen civilians? 

The President. I think that Russia should 
be able to—or hope that Russia should be 
able to solve their issue with Chechnya 
peacefully. That’s not to say that Vladimir 
shouldn’t do what it takes to protect his 
people from individual terrorist attacks. But 
this is a different kind of war that we face. 
This is a war where we’re dealing with peo-
ple who hide in caves and kind of shadowy 
corners of the world and send people to 
their suicidal deaths. It’s a war that I be-
lieve can lend itself both to chasing those 
people down and, at the same time, solving 
issues in a peaceful way, with respect for 
the human rights of minorities within coun-
tries. I said that in the campaign. I also 
say it to Mr. Putin every time I see him. 

NATO-Russia Partnership 
Q. Do you envision Russia ever becom-

ing a full-fledged member of NATO? 
The President. I think the partnership be-

tween NATO and Russia is going to be 
a very constructive partnership. We’ll see. 
Time will tell. The key thing is to make 
sure the relationship works the way it 
should, which really says to Russia that a 
expanded NATO on your border is not a 
threat to you or your future. As a matter 
of fact, it should enable you to grow peace-
fully. 

I’m going from Prague to St. Petersburg 
precisely to deliver that message to the 
Russian people, that even though NATO 
will have been expanded on your border, 
particularly in sensitive areas like the Bal-
tics, you should not fear expansion, you 
should welcome expansion, because you’ve 
now got a neighborhood that is much more 
peaceful for you to—in which to realize 
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your vast potential. And that’s important 
for Russia to hear. 

Q. Russia now has a special council with 
NATO—— 

The President. Are we getting the hook 
already? 

Q. Does that mean we’re running out 
of time? Let me ask you another ques-
tion—— 

The President. It’s hard to see on radio. 

Freedom and the War on Terror 
Q. Central Asia—we broadcast to Central 

Asia. And many experts say that the author-
itarian regimes in that region are actually 
fueling terrorism because their people feel 
helpless and unable to effect change. Do 
you think there are any dangers in the U.S. 
allying itself closely with those governments 
that are—— 

The President. I think anytime the 
United States allies itself with a govern-
ment, that we never forget the basic prem-
ises of our existence, and that is: Freedom 
is important; the human condition for all 
are important; we value every life; every-
body counts. And in my judgment, the 
more people relate to the United States 
and work with the United States, the more 
likely it is they will work to improve the 
human condition. And that’s what we spend 
a lot of time doing. That’s one of the great 
things about our country is that we em-
brace freedom, first and foremost. 

It’s one of my concerns about Iraq. Lis-
ten, we’ve got people living in Iraq that 
are tortured and brutalized in order to keep 
this man in power. I weep for those who 
suffer. 

And so the great cause of the United 
States is freedom. I tell these countries— 
they talk about freedom—I say, ‘‘Freedom 
isn’t America’s gift to the world. It’s God-
given. Everybody counts.’’ And it is with— 
that spirit of recognizing the values of free-
dom I think will help improve people, no 
matter where. And you’re right, there’s 
some leaders there that need work with, 
and we’re prepared to work with them. 

But I will tell you, people—poverty is 
a tool for recruitment amongst these global 
terrorists. It’s a way for them to recruit, 
perhaps. But poverty doesn’t cause killers 
to exist. And it’s an important distinction 
to make. These global terrorists are—some 
of them are rich, monetarily. They’re obvi-
ously poor in spirit. They have no regard 
for human life. They claim they’re religious, 
and they kill in the name of religion. And 
there are some breeding grounds, no ques-
tion about it. And therefore, we hope that 
prosperity spreads out from central govern-
ment to help people. But I hope people 
don’t confuse the mentality of the terrorist 
leaders and economic plight, because these 
people are plenty comfortable. They just 
kill. And we’re going to get them before 
they get us. And that’s what the world 
needs to know about the United States. 

Usama bin Laden 
Q. Usama bin Laden still seems to be 

alive. Are you—— 
The President. Could be. 
Q. ——worried that he’s plotting another 

major attack on the United States? 
The President. Whether it’s him or some-

body else, they’re plotting an attack, no 
question about it. That’s why we’ve got to 
get them. But this issue is bigger than one 
person. If—the war on terror is a group 
of fanatics. They hate America because of 
what we stand for. They hate us because 
we love freedom. And that’s why we’re on 
the hunt. And slowly but surely, we’re dis-
mantling them. 

I told the people of this country it’s 
going to take a while. I said it’s going to 
be patient—the farther we get away from 
September the 11th, 2001, the more people 
are going to tend to forget what took place 
in this country. And it’s normal reaction 
for people to just kind of try to settle back 
and hope that something doesn’t exist. But 
my job is to remind people of the threats 
we face, based upon facts, and to find these 
killers. And that’s exactly what we’re going 
to do. As I tell people in America, there’s 
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no cave dark enough to hide from the jus-
tice of America and our friends. 

And my speech I’m going to give in 
Prague to the youngsters there, I’m going 
to remind them there is a coalition of the 
willing in place right now, chasing down 
terror. We’ve got 90 nations—90 different 
nations—all teamed up, doing everything 
we can to bring these people to justice. 
And we’ll prevail. Make no mistake about 
it. We’ll prevail. 

Thank you, sir. 
Q. Thank you, sir. 

The President. Is there any doubt in your 
mind we’ll prevail? 

Q. Not anymore. [Laughter] 

NOTE: The interview was recorded at 1:45 
p.m. in the Library at the White House. In 
his remarks, the President referred to Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Secretary 
General Lord Robertson of the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization; President Vladimir 
Putin of Russia; and Usama bin Laden, lead-
er of the Al Qaida terrorist organization. A 
portion of this interview could not be verified 
because the tape was incomplete. 

Remarks in a Meeting With Nobel Laureates 
November 18, 2002 

It’s my honor to welcome this year’s 
Nobel laureates to the Oval Office. Of 
course, I welcome somebody who spent a 
lot of quality time here. President Carter 
and Mrs. Carter, we’re so honored to have 
you as well as the other distinguished 
Americans who are here with us. 

These Americans are a great honor to 
their fields and a great honor to our coun-
try. And we’re proud to have you here. 
We’re proud for what you’ve done, for not 
only America but the world. And we’re 
proud for your contributions. 

And I want to thank the Ambassadors 
from Sweden and Norway for coming here 
as well. Mr. Ambassadors, thank you for 
being here. All Americans take great pride 

Interview With Czech Television 
November 18, 2002 

NATO’s Role in the 21st Century 

Q. Mr. President, this week in Prague, 
NATO will invite seven countries to join 
the Alliance. But there are other topics on 

in the accomplishments of these good folks. 
We’ll be watching the news clips of the 
ceremonies. We will be with you there in 
spirit. 

And once again, we thank you and your 
families for your dedication to the greatest 
country on the face of the Earth. And may 
God bless your work, and may God bless 
your further endeavors. Thank you all very 
much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:17 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Ambassadors to the 
U.S. Jan Eliasson of Sweden and Knut 
Vollebaek of Norway. 

the agenda, and the future of NATO is 
one of them. What do you see NATO will 
be doing in the 21st century? What is its 
role? 
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The President. Well, I think—first of all, 
I’m excited about going to Prague, and I 
want to thank the citizens of that important 
city and the great country for their hard 
work in recovering from the floods and pre-
paring Prague for our arrival. 

This is going to be a historic meeting 
because, as you said, we’re expanding 
NATO. The most important alliance Amer-
ica has is NATO, and the expansion of 
NATO is something that I think is very 
important. 

The role of NATO is different as we 
go into the 21st century. NATO used to 
be a way to defend Europe from the War-
saw Pact. But the Warsaw Pact no longer 
exists. Russia is not an enemy. And we face 
new threats, and the new threats are global 
terror. And so one way to make sure NATO 
is relevant is to focus on the true threats 
to freedom, address those threats, and fig-
ure out ways that we can work together 
to accomplish what we want, which is a 
peaceful world, which means better intel-
ligence-sharing, the capacity to cut off 
money, and a military operation that re-
flects the nature of the wars we’ll be fight-
ing. And that’s going to be one of the most 
important discussions we face there in 
Prague. 

Cooperation in the War on Terror 
Q. Well, there are really big gaps be-

tween the war-fighting capabilities of 
NATO—of the United States, on one hand, 
and the European countries, on the other 
hand. And Lord Robertson is saying that 
the Americans are not always willing to 
share the technology necessary for NATO. 
Are you ready to participate on organization 
of European forces? 

The President. Well, I think what has 
to happen is there first be a strategy that 
recognizes that the Czech Republic can 
provide a certain contribution or the 
French or the British—not the French but 
the Germans or the British can provide cer-
tain kind of capabilities—and that we dove-
tail each capability to an overall strategy. 

In which case, of course, America is willing 
to work with our friends and allies to make 
sure the NATO Alliance works properly. 

In other words, everybody can contribute 
something. But it all has got to be done 
within the strategy of the true threats we 
face in the 21st century, which is global 
terrorism. That’s the biggest threat to free-
dom right now. 

NATO and Iraq 
Q. You will certainly talk about Iraq. Will 

the United States, if it decides to go to 
war with Iraq, seek the support of NATO 
as an alliance? 

The President. Well, first, I hope we 
don’t have to go to war with Iraq. I mean, 
my first choice is not to commit our troops 
to regime change. I hope that Saddam 
Hussein does what he said he would do, 
and that is disarm. For the sake of peace, 
he must disarm. Most nations understand 
that—most nations in NATO understand 
that. They want Saddam to disarm. The 
U.N. Security Council has spoken and says 
he must disarm. So it’s his choice to make. 

If he refuses to disarm, then we will 
lead a coalition of the willing and disarm 
him. And of course, I hope our NATO 
friends come with us. I think they will real-
ize it’s in the interest of peace and stability 
that that happen. But we’re not close to 
that decision point yet because we’re just 
beginning the process of allowing Saddam 
the chance to show the world whether or 
not he will disarm. 

And that’s an important distinction the 
people of the Czech Republic must know. 
It’s not up to me. It’s up to him. He said 
he would disarm, and the inspectors are 
not the issue. The inspectors are simply 
a means to determine his willingness. And 
we’ll see. He’s had a bad history. He’s had 
11 years of lying and deceiving, and now 
it’s time to bring him to account, one way 
or the other. 
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NATO-U.S. Shared Values 

Q. Some critics now see NATO as a tool-
box, and the United States just goes and 
picks whatever it needs when it needs it. 
Do you agree? 

The President. No, of course not. I mean, 
I think we view this as an alliance of na-
tions with whom we share common values, 
the common values of freedom and indi-
vidual rights and democracy. This is an op-
portunity for us to combine our values with 
our deep desire to have a peaceful world. 
And we will work in concert with each 
other, not in opposition to each other. And 
by working in concert we can really address 
those threats. 

See, that’s the interesting thing that peo-
ple have got to know. There’s threats to 
your freedom. If you embrace freedom and 
love freedom and willing to stand strong 
against global terrorism, you will be threat-
ened. And we can’t let that happen. It’s 
just a different type of threat that we face, 
but it’s a true threat. 

We face it here in America today. 
There’s still an enemy that wants to hit 

us. There’s still an enemy that wants to 
hit our friends. And the NATO Charter 
says, ‘‘If you attack one, you attack us all.’’ 
And that’s a very important alliance, a very 
important statement of commonality to 
keep the peace. 

I think NATO is a good thing, and I 
look forward to working with our friends 
in NATO. 

Q. Mr. President, thank you very much 
for the interview. 

The President. Thank you. I’m so looking 
forward to going to Prague. It’s going to 
be an exciting time for Laura and me to 
go. Thank you. Good job. 

NOTE: The interview was videotaped at 1:20 
p.m. in the Library at the White House. In 
his remarks, the President referred to Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq. The inter-
viewer referred to Secretary General Lord 
Robertson of the North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization. The transcript of this interview was 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on November 19. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of this inter-
view. 

Teleconference Remarks With Senate Republican Leaders 
November 19, 2002 

Senator Trent Lott. [Inaudible] 
The President. Well, I appreciate that, 

Trent. And I want to thank you all for 
working hard. We’re making great progress 
in the war on terror. Part of that progress 
will be the ability for us to protect the 
American people at home. This is a very 
important piece of legislation. It is land-
mark in its scope, and it ends a session 
which has been 2 years’ worth of legislative 
work, which has been very productive for 
the American people. 

Senator Lott. [Inaudible] 
The President. Well, I want to thank you 

all. It is an honor to be representing the 

greatest country on the face of the Earth 
over in Europe. And we’re going to have 
an historic day on Thursday when we go 
to expand NATO. The people of Europe 
appreciate America. They appreciate our 
strength, and most importantly, they appre-
ciate our compassion and our love for free-
dom. And I know you all share that side 
of America with me. 

Again, I want to thank all the Senators 
in the room there for your hard work and 
look forward to seeing you when I get back. 

Senator Lott. [Inaudible]
The President. All right, well thank—— 
Senator Lott. [Inaudible]
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The President. I think that’s important. 
Trent, that piece of legislation will help 
put hardhats back to work, and that’s going 
to be good, and I appreciate you working 
on that as well. 

Senator Lott. [Inaudible] 
The President. I need to hear a Texas 

voice. 
Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison. [Inaudi-

ble] 
Senator Don Nickles. [Inaudible] 

The President. Oh, that’s good news. 
Well, thanks. Thanks for your good work, 
and I certainly appreciate it all. 

Senator Lott. [Inaudible] 
The President. Okay, sir. Thank you all 

very much. Bye-bye. 

NOTE: The teleconference began at 1:23 
p.m. The President spoke aboard Air Force 
One en route to Prague, Czech Republic. A 
tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks. 

Statement on Congressional Action on Homeland Security Legislation 
November 19, 2002 

The United States Congress has taken 
an historic and bold step forward to protect 
the American people by passing legislation 
to create the Department of Homeland Se-
curity. This landmark legislation, the most 
extensive reorganization of the Federal 
Government since the 1940s, will help our 
Nation meet the emerging threats of ter-
rorism in the 21st century. 

This bill includes the major components 
of my proposal—providing for intelligence 
analysis and infrastructure protection, 
strengthening our borders, improving the 
use of science and technology to counter 
weapons of mass destruction, and creating 

a comprehensive response and recovery di-
vision. 

I commend the employees who will 
move into this new Department for their 
hard work and dedication to the war on 
terrorism. Setting up this new Department 
will take time, but I know we will meet 
the challenge together. 

I look forward to signing this important 
legislation. 

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language version of this 
statement. 

Statement on Congressional Action on Terrorism Risk Insurance 
Legislation 
November 19, 2002 

I commend the House and Senate for 
passing terrorism insurance legislation. Ter-
rorism insurance will help get America’s 
hardhats back on the job, create new jobs 
for America’s workers, and spur billions in 
new investment in construction projects all 
across the country. This bill comes at a 

critical time, as commercial construction is 
at a 6-year low. 

The legislation provides a Federal back-
stop for costs associated with acts of ter-
rorism, ensures meaningful industry partici-
pation in any losses resulting from terrorist 
acts, fully consolidates lawsuits in a single 
Federal court, and provides fair and certain 
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resolution of claims. While I supported nificantly improves the legal system to pre-
even stronger liability measures to strength- vent abusive lawsuits. 
en our economy and believe that further I look forward to signing this important 
reforms need to be pursued, this bill sig- legislation into law. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the National 
Emergency With Respect to Sudan 
October 29, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), I am pro-
viding herewith a 6-month periodic report 
prepared by my Administration on the na-
tional emergency with respect to Sudan 
that was declared in Executive Order 13067 
of November 3, 1997. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives, and Richard B. Cheney, President of 
the Senate. This letter was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on November 
20. An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this letter. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a 
Subsidy Budget Authority Request for American Trans Air, Inc. 
November 18, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
In accordance with provisions of Public 

Law 107–42, the Air Transportation Safety 
and System Stabilization Act, 2001, I here-
by request the subsidy budget authority 
necessary to support a $168 million Federal 
credit instrument for American Trans Air, 
Inc. 

I hereby designate this subsidy budget 
authority, currently estimated at $16.2 mil-
lion, as an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 252(e) of the Balanced Budg-

et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 
1985. 

The details of this request are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget. 
I concur with his comments and observa-
tions. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on November 20. 
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The President’s News Conference With President Vaclav Havel of the 
Czech Republic in Prague, Czech Republic 
November 20, 2002 

President Havel. I am very grateful to 
President Bush for coming to the present 
NATO summit one day earlier in order to 
pay some kind of a working visit to the 
Czech Republic. He is the third President 
of the United States who has come to visit 
us in the 13 years since the collapse of 
the Iron Curtain, and I believe that this 
is a telling feature of the quality of our 
relationship. 

In our first conversation that has just 
ended, we have touched upon several 
issues, although, of course, not on all the 
issues that we would like to discuss. Presi-
dent Bush explained the position of the 
United States on Iraq, and I made it clear 
that I believe that if this issue is discussed 
within the NATO deliberations, as it obvi-
ously will be, that I would deem it desir-
able if the outcome of this discussion was 
reflected in some way in the final docu-
ments. We also raised the subject of trans-
formation of the North Atlantic Alliance, 
and I believe that there was full agreement 
between us on this matter. 

I have made every effort to extend a 
truly cordial welcome to President Bush, 
and I will extend an equally cordial recep-
tion to all of the prominent guests coming 
for this summit. Perhaps the heart that is 
now shining above Prague Castle may rep-
resent a sign of this cordiality with which 
the Czech Republic and me, personally, re-
ceive the distinguished guests coming to 
the summit meeting. 

President Bush. Mr. President, thank you 
for your hospitality. I want to thank you, 
and I want to thank the Czech people for 
welcoming not only me and our delegation 
but welcoming many of the leaders of the 
world to a city which is recovering from 
devastating floods. The fact that you were 
able to host us in such fine fashion speaks 
to the great character of the Czech people. 

And speaking about character, your life 
has shown that a person who dedicates 
himself to freedom can literally change the 
course of a nation and change the course 
of history. And I’m honored to be in your 
presence again. The people of the Czech 
Republic must understand that your Presi-
dent is greatly admired in America. I’m 
proud to call you friend. 

Before I make a few comments, I do 
want to say something for domestic con-
sumption, if that’s all right with you. Yester-
day, the United States Senate voted over-
whelmingly to better protect America and 
voted overwhelmingly to help people find 
work. And I want to thank the Members 
of the United States Senate for working 
with this administration to do the right 
thing for the American people. 

And tomorrow we vote on whether or 
not to expand NATO. I strongly support 
a Europe which is whole, free, and at 
peace. I welcome the idea of countries join-
ing NATO whose history has taught them 
the need to protect freedom at all costs, 
countries whose admission to NATO will 
invigorate our Alliance. The admission of 
these countries will not only help us mili-
tarily achieve peace, but the admission of 
these countries will affect the soul of this 
most important Alliance. 

We did talk about Iraq. There is uni-
versal recognition that Saddam Hussein is 
a threat to world peace. There’s clear un-
derstanding that he must disarm in the 
name of peace. And we hope he chooses 
to do so. Tomorrow we’ll discuss the issue. 
We’ll consider what happens if he chooses 
not to disarm. But one thing is certain: 
He’ll be disarmed, one way or the other, 
in the name of peace. 

We also talked about NATO capabilities. 
We recognize it’s a hard task to change 
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the military strategy of this important Alli-
ance. As I explained to the President, I’ve 
tried eliminating some weapons systems in 
the United States. It is a difficult job. But 
it is a necessary job to transform our strat-
egy, our military strategy, to meet the true 
threats we face. The enemy is not Russia. 
The enemy is global terrorists who hate 
freedom. And together we can work to de-
feat that enemy, in the name of freedom. 

Mr. President, thank you for having us. 
This is an historic meeting, an historic city, 
an historic country, led by an historic fig-
ure. 

We’ll answer some questions. 

Czech-U.S. Relations/Iraq 
Moderator. The first one. Czech Radio. 
Q. I have one question for President 

Bush, and a second question for President 
Havel. 

President Bush, you have said some lofty 
words here. The Czech Republic—— 

President Bush. I said some what? 
Q. Lofty words. [Laughter] 
President Bush. No one has ever accused 

me of being a poet before, but thank you. 
[Laughter] 

Q. The Czech Republic has been a mem-
ber of NATO for 3 years now. For 3 years, 
we have been an ally of the United States. 
Are we, to your mind, a good ally, and 
do you count on us in a war with Iraq? 

And the question for President Havel, 
12 years ago you met in these halls with 
the father of the President of the United 
States, President George Bush, the elder. 
Now you are meeting with his son. The 
situation both in the Czech Republic and 
in the United States has changed fairly sub-
stantially in those 12 years. Have the rela-
tions between the two countries changed 
as well? 

President Bush. Well, first, the Czech 
Republic is not only a good ally; it’s a great 
ally. I can say that with confidence because 
I have heard the President speak about this 
country’s commitment to freedom and 
peace. And the first test of that friendship 

came right after September the 11th. The 
world for our country changed on Sep-
tember the 11th, and the Czech Republic 
responded quickly. 

Secondly, as to Iraq, it’s very important 
for our nations, as well as all free nations, 
to work collectively to see to it that Saddam 
Hussein disarms. If the collective will of 
the world is strong, we can achieve disar-
mament peacefully. However, should he 
choose not to disarm, the United States 
will lead a coalition of the willing to disarm 
him. And at that point in time, all our 
nations—we will consult with our friends, 
and all nations will be able to choose 
whether or not they want to participate. 

President Havel. President Bush, the 
elder, and I met during very dramatic 
times, and we have forged a lasting bond 
of friendship. In fact, I twice visited him 
at Kennebunkport after he left office. And 
I trust that after I leave office, which will 
be quite soon, my friendship with George 
Bush, the younger, will continue just as 
well. 

As for the relationship between our two 
states, I believe that they have not only 
been gradually improved and have grown 
stronger, but they have developed into 
something that is actually taken for granted 
now, especially by the younger generation. 
And I believe that we do share a great 
deal of mutual confidence. 

NATO/Iraq/Germany 
President Bush. Ron. 
Moderator. Ron Fournier of the Associ-

ated Press. 
Q. Mr. President, you just talked about 

the collective will of the world, and I’m 
wondering—[inaudible]—you said you hope 
NATO comes along—— 

President Bush. You hope what? 
Q. You said that you hope NATO comes 

along with you and Saddam Hussein will 
disarm one way or another. And yet, I don’t 
hear any discussion about NATO collec-
tively taking up arms against Iraq should 
war be necessary. Why is that? Why settle 
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for just niche contributions from individual 
allies? And also, what role do you see Ger-
many—— 

President Bush. What role do I see—— 
Q. What role do you see Germany taking 

in a war against Iraq? 
President Bush. Well, first, thank you for 

the ‘‘if we should go to war against Iraq.’’ 
War is my last choice, my last option. I 
hope we can do this peacefully. 

It is possible that Saddam Hussein gets 
the message that we’re serious about disar-
mament and he should fully disarm. That’s 
possible. The possibility becomes more real 
if he understands that there is a true con-
sequence for his failure to disarm. And 
there is a true consequence. There’s a seri-
ous consequence, as the U.N. resolution 
addresses. 

Now, you asked about two different parts 
of NATO. First, by ‘‘niche’’ I mean that 
in order for there to be an effective NATO, 
some countries can specialize and provide 
excellence. And the classic example is the 
Czech Republic’s ability to deal with bio-
logical weapons, the aftermath of a biologi-
cal weapon attack. The Czech Republic is 
one of the very best in the world at a 
chemical and biological response capability. 
And that’s what I was referring to when 
I talked about the capacity of each country 
to contribute a part of an effective strategy, 
a military strategy, as we head into the 
21st century. It’s a vision which is yet to 
be implemented, but it’s a vision which will 
be discussed here in Prague. 

Of course, the key reason we’re here is 
to talk about NATO expansion and the ben-
efits of NATO expansion, not only to en-
courage the spread of freedom in Europe 
but also to be able to deal with the true 
threats we face in order to defend our free-
doms. And my answer, as far as Iraq goes, 
is exactly what I’ve said previously: If the 
decision is made to use military force, we 
will consult with our friends, and we hope 
that our friends will join us. 

And as to Germany’s role, it’s a decision 
Germany will make, just like it’s a decision 

the Czech Republic will make, just like it’s 
a decision Great Britain will make. It’s a 
decision that each country must decide as 
to how, if, and when they want to partici-
pate and how they choose to participate. 
The point is, is that we will have plenty 
of consultations with our friends. 

Future of NATO/Iraq 
Moderator. [Inaudible] 
Q. Again, one question for President 

Bush; the next question for President 
Havel. 

President Bush, what do you expect will 
change after the Prague NATO summit in 
the Euro-Atlantic relationship? What will 
be—the United States expecting from 
NATO? And on the other hand, what do 
you think that the NATO Allies will expect 
from the United States? 

And a question for President Havel. Do 
you think that a clear commitment to take 
an action against Iraq will be expressed at 
this NATO summit? And will you support 
such as that? 

President Bush. Well, first, I think our 
NATO partners should expect a continued 
positive and active presence in this most 
importance Alliance from the United 
States. Our country is committed to NATO. 
A strong and vibrant NATO is in the best 
interest of America, so we’ll be active and 
good partners. 

And we expect the same from our NATO 
friends. But it’s very important for us to 
recognize that in order for NATO to be 
relevant as we go into the future, the mili-
tary capacities of NATO must be altered 
to meet the true threats we face. NATO 
must transition from an organization that 
was formed to meet the threats from a 
Warsaw Pact to a military organization 
meant—structured to meet the threats from 
global terrorists. 

And the people of the Czech Republic 
should understand that the threat from 
global terrorists is real. These people hate 
freedom. They are coldblooded killers who 
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will take innocent life in the name of a 
hijacked religion. 

Ours is a war not against a religion, not 
against the Muslim faith, but ours is a war 
against individuals who absolutely hate what 
America stands for and hate the freedom 
of the Czech Republic. And therefore, we 
must work together to defend ourselves. 
And by remaining strong and united and 
tough, we’ll prevail. 

President Havel. I share the opinion of 
President Bush, and of all reasonable peo-
ple, that it would be better to achieve 
Iraq’s disarmament without using force. If, 
however, the need to use force does arise, 
I believe that NATO should give an honest 
and speedy consideration to its engagement 
as an alliance. 

Let us realize that it is not the United 
States but the European part of the Alli-
ance that directly borders on that country, 
and I believe that this kind of a test of 
its attitude, of its capability to reach agree-
ment, and of its operative capabilities might 
be, at the same time, a test of its new 
identity and of its meaning in the world 
of today. 

Moderator. Final question. Steve Hol-
land, Reuters. 

Q. Mr. President, you’ve said that you 
have a zero tolerance attitude toward Iraqi 
violations. Secretary Rumsfeld and Kofi 
Annan say they’re looking for a pattern of 
behavior over time. Which is right? How 
do you reconcile these two? 

President Bush. Well, I think there is— 
we were talking about whether or not Sad-
dam Hussein, you know, shooting at our 
airplanes, what that means—we’ll deal with 
that. The United States will take appro-
priate action. 

The thing that’s important to—for people 
to understand is, what we want to see is 
whether or not he’s going to cooperate, 
whether or not he’s heard what the world 
has said—whether or not he’s heard what 
the world has said through the U.N. Secu-
rity Council resolution. 

See, what happens is, people tend to 
focus on the inspectors as if the inspectors 
are the end. The final—the thing that’s im-
portant, the final point of determination is 
whether or not he is disarmed. 

So, what we’re going to be looking for, 
and I hope the world joins us, is whether 
or not this man is cooperating with the 
will of the world. See, the world has recog-
nized—many members of NATO have rec-
ognized that a Saddam Hussein and Iraq 
which possesses weapons of mass destruc-
tion is dangerous. Imagine a Saddam Hus-
sein with a nuclear weapon. It’s important 
for the Czech people to understand this 
is guy who has poisoned his own people. 
He’s got such hate in his heart, he’s willing 
to use a weapon of mass destruction not 
only on his neighborhood but on the people 
of his country. 

He is a danger. And so, therefore, what 
we’re looking for is to determine whether 
or not he is willing to cooperate, whether 
or not he has got the message that he must 
disarm. 

The United Nations has said 16 different 
times, ‘‘You must disarm.’’ And 16 times, 
he’s said, ‘‘Oh, of course, I will,’’ but never 
did. And so, the game’s over with. We’re 
through with that. And now he’s going to 
disarm, one way or the other. In the name 
of peace, he will be disarmed. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference 
began at 9:35 a.m. at Prague Castle. Presi-
dent Havel spoke in Czech, and his remarks 
were translated by an interpreter. Some re-
porters asked their questions in Czech, and 
the questions were translated by an inter-
preter. In his remarks, President Bush re-
ferred to President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 
A reporter referred to Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan of the United Nations. 
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Remarks to the Prague Atlantic Student Summit in Prague 
November 20, 2002 

Thank you all very much for that warm 
welcome. It’s an honor to be here in 
Prague, home to so much of Europe’s his-
tory and culture and the scene of so much 
courage in the service of freedom. After 
the recent floods, I know it’s been tough 
on the citizens of the Czech Republic to 
not only recover, but to host this important 
gathering. So, on behalf of all the American 
delegation and all the Americans who are 
here, I express our gratitude for the fan-
tastic hospitality we received. We thank the 
Czech people and their leadership for 
working hard to make sure this summit is 
a successful summit, and we wish them all 
the very best. 

I want to thank Jimmy for his kind 
words. Really proud of Jimmy, and we’re 
proud to have him at West Point. He’s 
a credit to the Academy; he’s a credit to 
the people of Lithuania. And we wish him 
all the very best. 

I want to thank Alan Lee Williams, Anto-
nio Borges Carvalho, for their tremendous 
work at the Atlantic Treaty Association. I’m 
grateful to Christopher Makins, who’s the 
president of the Atlantic Council of the 
United States, for organizing this event. I 
want to thank Tom Dine, president of 
Radio Free Europe and Radio Liberty, for 
joining us. I want to thank all the good 
folks who work there for joining us as well. 
I appreciate your service. 

Dwight Eisenhower said this of Radio 
Free Europe and Radio Liberty: ‘‘The sim-
plest and clearest charter in the world is 
what you have, which is to tell the truth.’’ 
And for more than 50 years, the charter 
has been faithfully executed, and it’s the 
truth that sets this continent free. 

I’m honored to be traveling with mem-
bers of my senior staff: the Secretary of 
State of the United States Colin Powell, 
who’s done such a fantastic job for our 
country and for world peace; Condoleezza 

Rice, who’s my National Security Advisor, 
is here; Chief of Staff Andy Card, Ambas-
sador Nick Burns to NATO; a few others 
who I don’t particularly want to recognize 
for fear of damaging my reputation— 
[laughter]—but all of them doing a great 
job. Thank you all for coming. 

I also want to recognize Members of the 
Congress who are here. I’m thrilled to see 
Members of the Senate. I thought you were 
voting. [Laughter] But Senators Frist and 
Voinovich and their wives are with us. I 
see Lantos—yes—Gallegly—Elton, good to 
see you, buddy, from California. Who else? 
That’s it, two Members of the House, two 
Members of the Senate. Thank you all for 
coming. I’m honored you’re here. 

This NATO summit that convenes to-
morrow will be the first ever held at the 
capital of a Warsaw Pact. The days of the 
Warsaw Pact seem distant—they must seem 
to you. After all, the Warsaw Pact ended 
a half a lifetime ago for you. It was a dark 
and distant era. The years since have 
brought great challenge and great hope to 
all of the countries on this continent. And 
tomorrow in Prague we will have reached 
a decisive moment, an historic moment, for 
tomorrow we will invite new members into 
our Alliance. It’s a bold decision, to guar-
antee the freedom of millions of people. 

At the summit, we’ll make the most sig-
nificant reforms in NATO since 1949, re-
forms which will allow our Alliance to ef-
fectively confront new dangers. And in the 
years to come, all of the nations of Europe 
will determine their place in world events. 
They will take up global responsibilities or 
choose to live in isolation from the chal-
lenges of our time. 

As for America, we made our choice. 
We are committed to work toward world 
peace, and we’re committed to a close and 
permanent partnership with the nations of 
Europe. The Atlantic Alliance is America’s 
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most important global relationship. We’re 
tied to Europe by history. We are tied to 
Europe by the wars of liberty we have 
fought and won together. We’re joined by 
broad ties of trade. And America is bound 
to Europe by the deepest convictions of 
our common culture, our belief in the dig-
nity of every life and our belief in the 
power of conscience to move history. 

In this city and town squares across the 
Czech Republic are monuments to Jan Hus 
who said this: ‘‘Stand in the truth you have 
learned, for it conquers all and is mighty 
to eternity.’’ That ideal has given life to 
the Czech Republic, and it is shared by 
the Republic I lead. 

America believes that a strong, confident 
Europe is good for the world. We welcome 
the economic integration of Europe. We 
believe that integration will extend pros-
perity on both sides of the Atlantic. We 
welcome a democratic Russia as part of 
this new Europe, because a free and peace-
ful Russia will add to the security of this 
continent. We welcome the growing unity 
of Europe in commerce and currency and 
military cooperation, which is closing a long 
history of rivalry and violence. This con-
tinent, wounded by nazism and com-
munism, is becoming peaceful and secure 
and democratic for the first time. And now 
that the countries of Europe are united 
in freedom, they will no longer fight each 
other and bring war to the rest of the 
world. 

Because America supports a more united 
Europe, we strongly support the enlarge-
ment of NATO, now and in the future. 
Every European democracy that seeks 
NATO membership and is ready to share 
in NATO’s responsibilities should be wel-
come in our Alliance. The enlargement of 
NATO is good for all who join us. The 
standards for membership are high, and 
they encourage the hard work of political 
and economic and military reform. 

And nations in the family of NATO, old 
or new, know this: Anyone who would 
choose you for an enemy also chooses us 

for an enemy. Never again in the face of 
aggression will you stand alone. 

A larger NATO is good for Russia as 
well. Later this week I will visit St. Peters-
burg. I will tell my friend Vladimir Putin 
and the Russian people that they too will 
gain from the security and stability of na-
tions to Russia’s west. Russia does not re-
quire a buffer zone of protection. It needs 
peaceful and prosperous neighbors who are 
also friends. We need a strong and demo-
cratic Russia as our friend and partner to 
face the next century’s new challenges. 
Through the NATO-Russia Council we 
must increase our cooperation with Russia 
for the security of all of us. 

Expansion of NATO also brings many ad-
vantages to the Alliance, itself. Every new 
member contributes military capabilities 
that add to our common security. We see 
this already in Afghanistan, for forces from 
Romania, Bulgaria, Estonia, Lithuania, Slo-
vakia, and others have joined with 16 
NATO Allies to help defeat global terror. 

And every new member of our Alliance 
makes a contribution of character. Tomor-
row NATO grows larger. Tomorrow the 
soul of Europe grows stronger. Members 
recently added to NATO and those invited 
to join bring greater clarity to purposes of 
our Alliance, because they understand the 
lessons of the last century. Those with fresh 
memories of tyranny know the value of 
freedom. Those who have lived through a 
struggle of good against evil are never neu-
tral between them. Czechs and Slovaks 
learned through the harsh experience of 
1938 that when great democracies fail to 
confront danger, greater dangers follow. 
And the people of the Baltics learned that 
aggression left unchecked by the great de-
mocracies can rob millions of their liberty 
and their lives. 

In Central and Eastern Europe the cour-
age and moral vision of prisoners and exiles 
and priests and playwrights caused tyrants 
to fall. This spirit now sustains these na-
tions through difficult reforms. And this 
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spirit is needed in the councils of a new 
Europe. 

Our NATO Alliance faces dangers very 
different from those it was formed to con-
front, yet never has our need for collective 
defense been more urgent. The Soviet 
Union is gone, but freedom still has en-
emies. We’re threatened by terrorism. Bred 
within failed states, it’s present within our 
own cities. We’re threatened by the spread 
of chemical and biological and nuclear 
weapons which are produced by outlaw re-
gimes and could be delivered either by mis-
sile or terrorist cell. For terrorists and ter-
rorist states, every free nation—every free 
nation—is a potential target, including the 
free nations of Europe. 

We’re making progress on this, the first 
war of the 21st century. Today, more than 
90 nations are joined in a global coalition 
to defeat terror. We’re sharing intelligence. 
We’re freezing the assets of terror groups. 
We’re pursuing the terrorists wherever they 
plot and train. And we’re finding them and 
bringing them to justice, one person at a 
time. 

Today, the world is also uniting to an-
swer the unique and urgent threat posed 
by Iraq. A dictator who has used weapons 
of mass destruction on his own people must 
not be allowed to produce or possess those 
weapons. We will not permit Saddam Hus-
sein to blackmail and/or terrorize nations 
which love freedom. 

Last week Saddam Hussein accepted 
U.N. inspectors. We’ve heard those pledges 
before and seen them violated time and 
time again. We now call an end to that 
game of deception and deceit and denial. 
Saddam Hussein has been given a very 
short time to declare completely and truth-
fully his arsenal of terror. Should he again 
deny that this arsenal exists, he will have 
entered his final stage with a lie. And de-
ception this time will not be tolerated. 
Delay and defiance will invite the severest 
of consequences. 

America’s goal, the world’s goal is more 
than the return of inspectors to Iraq. Our 

goal is to secure the peace through the 
comprehensive and verified disarmament of 
Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction. Vol-
untary or by force, that goal will be 
achieved. 

To meet all of this century’s emerging 
threats, from terror camps in remote re-
gions to hidden laboratories of outlaw re-
gimes, NATO must develop new military 
capabilities. NATO forces must become 
better able to fight side by side. Those 
forces must be more mobile and more 
swiftly deployed. The Allies need more spe-
cial operations forces, better precision 
strike capabilities, and more modern com-
mand structures. 

Few NATO members will have state-of-
the-art capabilities in all of these areas. I 
recognize that. But every nation should de-
velop some. Ours is a military alliance, and 
every member must make a military con-
tribution to that alliance. For some Allies, 
this will require higher defense spending. 
For all of us, it will require more effective 
defense spending, with each nation adding 
the tools and technologies to fight and win 
a new kind of war. 

And because many threats to the NATO 
members come from outside of Europe, 
NATO forces must be organized to operate 
outside of Europe. When forces were need-
ed quickly in Afghanistan, NATO’s options 
were limited. We must build new capabili-
ties, and we must strengthen our will to 
use those capabilities. 

The United States proposes the creation 
of a NATO response force that will bring 
together well-equipped, highly ready air, 
ground, and sea forces from NATO Allies, 
old and new. This force will be prepared 
to deploy on short notice wherever it is 
needed. A NATO response force will take 
time to create, and we should begin that 
effort here in Prague. 

Yet, security against new threats requires 
more than just new capabilities. Free na-
tions must accept our shared obligations to 
keep the peace. The world needs the na-
tions of this continent to be active in the 
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defense of freedom, not inward-looking or 
isolated by indifference. Ignoring dangers 
or excusing aggression may temporarily 
avert conflict, but they don’t bring true 
peace. 

International stability must be actively 
defended, and all nations that benefit from 
that stability have a duty to help. In this 
noble work, America and the strong democ-
racies of Europe need each other, each 
playing our full and responsible role. The 
good we can do together is far greater than 
the good we can do apart. 

Great evil is stirring in the world. Many 
of the young here are coming up in a dif-
ferent world, different era, a different time, 
a different series of threats. We face perils 
we’ve never thought about, perils we’ve 
never seen before. But they’re dangerous. 
They’re just as dangerous as those perils 
that your fathers and mothers and grand-
fathers and grandmothers faced. 

The hopes of all mankind depend on the 
courage and the unity of great democracies. 
In this hour of challenge, NATO will do 
what it has done before: We will stand 
firm against the enemies of freedom, and 
we’ll prevail. 

The transatlantic ties of Europe and 
America have met every test of history, and 
we intend to again. U-boats could not di-
vide us. The threats and standoffs of the 
cold war did not make us weary. The com-
mitment of my Nation to Europe is found 
in the carefully tended graves of young 
Americans who died for this continent’s 

Interview With Russia’s NTV 
November 18, 2002 

Chechnya 
Q. Mr. President, did the October hos-

tage crisis in Moscow change the U.S. posi-
tion on Chechnya? 

The President. No, our position on 
Chechnya is, we hope this can get solved 

freedom. That commitment is shown by the 
thousands in uniforms still serving here, 
from the Balkans to Bavaria, still willing 
to make the ultimate sacrifice for this con-
tinent’s future. 

For 100 years, place names of Europe 
have often stood for conflict and tragedy 
and loss. Single words evoke sad and bitter 
experience: Verdun, Munich, Stalingrad, 
Dresden, Nuremberg, and Yalta. We have 
no power to rewrite history. We do have 
the power to write a different story for 
our time. 

When future generations look back at 
this moment and speak of Prague and what 
we did here, that name will stand for hope. 
In Prague, young democracies will gain new 
security; a grand alliance will gather its 
strength and find new purpose. And Amer-
ica and Europe will renew the historic 
friendship that still keeps the peace of the 
world. 

Thank you for your interest. May God 
bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:40 p.m. at 
the Hilton Prague. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to U.S. Military Academy cadet 
Gedrimas ‘‘Jimmy’’ Jaglinskas, who intro-
duced the President; Alan Lee Williams, 
chairman, and Antonio Borges Carvalho, sec-
retary general, Atlantic Treaty Association; 
Karyn Frist, wife of Senator Bill Frist; Janet 
Voinovich, wife of Senator George V. 
Voinovich; President Vladimir Putin of Rus-
sia; and President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

peacefully, that this is an issue within Rus-
sia, and that I will continue to work with 
Vladimir Putin as best as I can to encour-
age him for there to be a peaceful resolu-
tion with the Chechnyan issue, the larger 
issue. 
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On the other hand, I recognize that any-
time terrorists come to take life, a leader 
must step forward. And the fact that 800 
citizens could have been killed by terrorists 
put my friend Vladimir Putin in a very dif-
ficult situation. And he handled it as best 
he could. He did what he had to do to 
save life. And people—I heard somebody 
the other day blame Russia. No, the people 
to blame are the terrorists. They need to 
be held account. I believe you can do both. 
I believe you can hold terrorists to account, 
killers to account, and at the same time 
solve difficult situations in a peaceful way. 

Former President Aslan Maskhadov of 
Chechnya 

Q. Mr. President, you say the leader has 
to come forward. So President Putin said 
that the leader of the Chechen group that 
took hostages, he was linked with former 
President Maskhadov of Chechnya, and that 
actually Maskhadov was aware of it. And 
therefore, President Putin said Maskhadov 
is an international terrorist. 

The President. Well, I haven’t had a 
chance to talk to Vladimir Putin about 
these connections. But I am aware of the 
fact that there are killers moving around 
the world interested in holding people hos-
tage, Governments hostage, and that we 
must work together to bring people to jus-
tice. It’s one of the reasons why I’m work-
ing very closely with the Georgians, and 
I’m pleased to see Vladimir Putin is work-
ing with Mr. Shevardnadze to come up 
with a common strategy to route out the 
killers, the Al Qaida-type killers, which may 
be hiding in the Pankisi Gorge with one 
thing in mind, to bring instability to Russia. 
And so we’re working together as best as 
we possibly can to bring people to justice. 

Q. But in the West people very often, 
in the United States in particular, say that 
one of the partners is Mr. Maskhadov in 
that political solution. After the October 
crisis, is that still an issue? 

The President. Well, I haven’t had a 
chance to talk to Vladimir and see the facts 

that he’s talking about. He obviously 
knows—you know, has got some informa-
tion that we can talk about in St. Peters-
burg, and I look forward to discussing it 
with him. 

Pankisi Gorge Terrorists/Russia-U.S. 
Cooperation in the War on Terror 

Q. Well, Mr. President, you mentioned 
Georgia. President Putin immediately after 
the October crisis said that from now on, 
Russia is going to hit every terrorist target 
wherever it is; that means even abroad. Is 
that all right? 

The President. Well, it depends on what 
you mean by ‘‘hit every target’’—depending 
abroad. I mean, you know, I think what 
he’s saying is, we’re going to redouble our 
efforts to work together to bring people 
to justice. And that’s what we’re doing in 
Georgia. I have told Mr. Shevardnadze that 
if—you know, it’s very important for him 
to be collaborative and to be prepared to 
bring people to justice if there are killers 
hiding in the Pankisi Gorge with the intent 
upon bringing—wreaking havoc in Russia 
or anywhere else, for that matter. They 
must be brought to justice. And slowly but 
surely, we’re finding these people around 
the world. 

This is a different kind of war, see; that’s 
what’s unique. In the old days, we would 
fight armies that had tanks and airplanes 
and ships. These people are the kind of 
people that hide in caves and send people 
to their suicidal deaths. And so it requires 
a different kind of effort. It requires shar-
ing of intelligence, cutting off money, hav-
ing specially trained troops to go into dark 
caves or the dark corners of the world and 
bring these people to justice. You speak 
in the language of the old war. This is 
a war that requires a precise understanding 
of where these people hide, and the will-
ingness to discuss intelligence like we’ve 
never discussed before to hunt them down. 

And that’s what we’re doing with Russia. 
I mean, our intelligence sharing is much 
better than it ever has been before. And 
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it’s going to be good for both our peoples. 
And I keep reminding the American people 
that Russia is our friend and we’re working 
in collaboration to hunt down those who 
would kind of hide in the shadowy corners 
and bring them to justice. 

Russian Interests in Iraq 
Q. Mr. President, one question on 

Iraq—— 
The President. Sure. 
Q. ——which is now very sort of hot 

issue. If push comes to shove and a military 
solution is necessary, and if the current re-
gime, Saddam Hussein’s regime, is going 
to be toppled, are Russian economic inter-
ests going to be considered? 

The President. Well, first, I hope that 
all the ifs don’t happen. I mean, I hope 
that Mr. Saddam Hussein disarms, like he 
said he would do. But the problem is, he 
said he would do it for 11 years, and he 
hasn’t done anything for 11 years. I mean, 
in the name of peace he should disarm. 
And so we’re working with Russia and 
other members of the United Nations Se-
curity Council to send a clear message to 

Interview With LNK TV of Lithuania 
November 18, 2002 

President’s Upcoming Visit to Lithuania 
Q. Mr. President, you are the first Presi-

dent of the United States to visit Lithuania. 
What is your message to Lithuania’s peo-
ple? 

The President. Well, first, I’m honored 
to be invited. Secondly, I’m really looking 
forward to it. And my message is: You’re 
free. Freedom is precious, and we welcome 
our friends the Lithuanians into the—as a 
free nation into the brotherhood of nations. 

I’ll also say to the world that the Baltic 
countries know what it means to live under 
fear and the lack of freedom, and to have 
these countries be allied with the United 

Mr. Saddam Hussein that we expect you 
to disarm. 

If he doesn’t disarm, then we’ll disarm 
him in the name of peace. And of course, 
we’ll be interested in all interests. We have 
no desire to run the show, to run the coun-
try. We will work to encourage the develop-
ment of new leadership, should this hap-
pen, that will recognize the rights of all 
citizens that live in this country, that will 
keep the territorial integrity of Iraq intact. 
And we understand Russia has got interests 
there, as do other countries. And of course, 
those interests will be honored. 

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. President. 
The President. I’m glad you’re here. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at 1:25 p.m. 
in the Library at the White House. In his 
remarks, the President referred to President 
Vladimir Putin of Russia; President Eduard 
Shevardnadze of the Republic of Georgia; 
and President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. The 
transcript of this interview was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on Novem-
ber 21. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of this interview. 

States and other nations is important to 
our soul. It’s important to have that sense 
of freedom as a source of vigor and 
strength, and a very important alliance. 
That’s what I want to say. 

War on Terror 
Q. What are America and Lithuania 

going to do after the Prague, together? 
The President. Well, we’re going to work 

to fight terror. That’s the new threat we 
face. It’s most evident here in America be-
cause we’ve been under attack, and we’re 
still under attack. People still want to hurt 
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us because of what we stand for. But coun-
tries which love freedom are not immune 
from these people. These are coldblooded 
killers, and we’ve got a charge to keep for 
a long time coming. And the best way to 
do that is work together. 

So the NATO mission is one of defend-
ing freedom by fighting against those who 
would try to defeat freedom, which means 
we’ve got to share intelligence, work to-
gether militarily in a way that complements 
everybody, cut off the money of the terror-
ists. I mean, there’s a lot to do. But that’s 
the true threat that we face. 

Russia is no longer a threat. After 
Prague, I’m going to Russia. And I’m going 
to say to the Russian people, ‘‘You 
shouldn’t fear expansion of NATO to your 
border. These are peace-loving people. 
These are freedom-loving people that are 
now on your border. You ought to welcome 
them. It should help Russian security’’— 
that the cold war is over, that the United 
States doesn’t view Russia as a threat and 
neither does NATO. So we’ve got to ad-
dress our sights to the new threats. 

Russia-U.S. Relations 
Q. Relationship between Western de-

mocracies and Russia seems to be very 
friendly. But do you really trust President 
Putin? 

The President. Sure, of course. I press 
any leader that doesn’t believe 100 percent 
in freedom, and of course I do—I’m—free-
dom of the press or Chechnya or issues 
that indicate that there might not be a 
whole-hearted commitment to freedom of 
the people. I do it in a way that’s a friendly 
way. I believe the best way to work to-
gether is to do it in a spirit of cooperation. 
I believe the best way to make sure we’ve 
got good relations is to make it clear that 
there’s no animosity. But of course I do. 
I work very closely with him. Russia is an 
important country. 

And we want Russia to be a country 
based upon the values which we share, be-
cause we believe those values are the best 

values for the human condition of every-
body. I like to tell people, freedom is not 
an American gift; freedom is a gift from 
the almighty God. And I firmly believe 
that. And freedom is important in any 
country in the world. 

Lithuania 
Q. Some people wonder why the United 

States, the superpower of the world, pays 
so much attention to the small Baltic state 
Lithuania. What could you tell those peo-
ple? 

The President. Well, I can tell those peo-
ple everybody matters. See, our country be-
lieves in the worth of every individual. We 
believe everybody is precious; everybody 
counts; and that we are rooted, our whole 
history and our very being is rooted, on 
the notion of people being able to realize 
their dreams. And that’s what we believe. 

That’s why we never recognized the So-
viet domination of the Baltics. We called 
Lithuania independent for all those years. 
And now we can say, Lithuania is inde-
pendent, and Lithuania is forever free. And 
that’s our commitment. 

Future of NATO 
Q. How do you imagine the future of 

NATO Alliance after new members will 
join? 

The President. Better—better because 
the—NATO will have this new spirit. Lis-
ten, if you lived under slavery and subjuga-
tion and you’re free, there’s a spirit. There’s 
a strength of purpose. There’s a remem-
brance of what it’s like. There’s no gray 
areas between good and evil. That’s an im-
portant spirit in NATO. Lithuania brings 
a wonderful spirit of strength of purpose, 
of endurance. 

Secondly, as we change the military strat-
egy to reflect the new threat—see, Russia 
is not a threat militarily. The threats that 
we now face come from a global terror 
network. And we’ll change our military ca-
pabilities to meet the strategies necessary 
to defeat terrorism. And Lithuania will have 
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an important contribution to make, as will 
all countries in NATO. So the expansion 
of NATO will make it easier for us to de-
fend the peace. 

Q. Mr. President, thank you very much, 
indeed. It was a great pleasure to talk to 
you. 

President’s Upcoming Visit to Lithuania 
The President. We’ll see you in Vilnius. 
Q. Thank you. 
The President. It’s going to be exciting 

for me. 
Q. For us, too. We’re waiting for that. 

The President. I can’t wait. Thanks. Make 
sure the weather is good, will you? [Laugh-
ter] 

Q. Yes, we’ll do our best. Thank you. 

NOTE: The interview was videotaped at 1:32 
p.m. in the Library at the White House. In 
his remarks, the President referred to Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin of Russia. The transcript 
of this interview was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on November 21. A 
tape was not available for verification of the 
content of this interview. 

Remarks Prior to Discussions With Prime Minister Tony Blair of the 
United Kingdom and an Exchange With Reporters in Prague, Czech 
Republic 
November 21, 2002 

President Bush. I’m really looking for-
ward to visiting with the Prime Minister 
of Great Britain, Tony Blair. He’s a friend; 
he’s a strong leader. He and I are bound 
by the strong conviction that freedom be-
longs to everybody and that we’re going 
to work together to make the world a more 
peaceful place. 

I’m greatly disturbed by the news from 
the Middle East today. There’s been yet 
another suicide bombing. It is clear that 
those who want to use terror to stop any 
process for peace are still active. In order 
to achieve peace, all countries in that re-
gion must be responsible for—take respon-
sibility, do their best to fight off terror. 

And I know the Prime Minister joins me 
as we mourn the loss of life. But we are 
going to continue to work toward peace 
in the Middle East. Two states living side 
by side in peace is the vision. And we will 
continue to work with those who share that 
vision—for the sake of the Israeli people 
and for the sake of the Palestinians. 

Mr. Prime Minister. 

Prime Minister Blair. Mr. President, first 
of all, we’re pleased to see you again and 
exchange views on a range of issues that 
confront us at the moment. And I entirely 
agree with what you said a moment or two 
ago. Our thoughts are obviously with the 
victims of the latest terrorist outrage in 
Israel. 

And the two things that are so clear is 
that, first of all, we need the action on 
security and action against terrorism, and 
secondly, to make progress in building a 
lasting peace in that region, based, as you 
say, on the two-state solution. It’s an issue 
that I think—what is interesting is that the 
whole world wants to see us now, having— 
take this very firm stand against terrorism, 
against issues of weapons of mass destruc-
tion, but also try and make sure that we 
can provide a secure future with lasting 
peace in the Middle East. And I think 
those issues are all very much linked to-
gether. 

President Bush. We’ll take a question 
apiece. Greg [David Gregory, NBC News]. 
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Germany-U.S. Relations 
Q. Mr. President, can you tell us if 

you’ve had a chance this week to speak 
with German Chancellor Schroeder yet? 

President Bush. I did. I had a cordial 
meeting at that meeting last night. We 
greeted each other cordially. 

Q. Can you give us an assessment of 
the state of U.S.-German relations in light 
of the recent election? 

President Bush. It’s a—Germany is an 
important friend of the United States. And 
we’ve got a relationship to maintain, and 
we will maintain it. 

Iraq 
Q. Mr. President, you put a formal re-

quest to Britain and other countries to sup-
ply troops—— 

President Bush. Have we? 
Q. ——for a possible conflict in Iraq. 
President Bush. Is that a question, have 

we, or an asserted statement? 
Q. I understood you had—— 
President Bush. Oh, I see. 
Q. ——and I wonder what your expecta-

tion was of what Britain might do. 
President Bush. Well, my expectation is, 

is that we can do this peacefully, if Saddam 
Hussein disarms. That’s my expectation. 
Saddam Hussein has got a decision to 
make: Will he uphold the agreement that 
he has made? And if he chooses to do 
so by disarming peacefully, the world will 
be better off for it. If he chooses not to 
disarm, we will work with our close friends, 
the closest of which is Great Britain, and 
we will disarm him. But our first choice 
is not to use the military option. Our first 
choice is for Mr. Saddam Hussein to dis-
arm. And that’s where we’ll be devoting 
a lot of our energies. 

Q. And Prime Minister, you have this 
request now. You also seem to have a pros-
pect of another fire strike as well. Do you 
believe that many British troops and re-
serves are going to have to prepare for 
a Christmas away from their family celebra-

tion in either fighting fires or fighting Sad-
dam Hussein? 

Prime Minister Blair. We will do what’s 
necessary, both to secure ourselves at home 
and to make sure that the will of the 
United Nations is enforced abroad. And I 
think what you will find here at this NATO 
summit is a totally united determination on 
behalf of the international community, re-
flected in the unanimous United Nations 
resolution, that Saddam Hussein has to dis-
arm himself of all weapons of mass destruc-
tion. And how that happens is a choice 
for him. 

We hope and want it to happen through 
the United Nations inspectors mandated by 
the whole of the international community. 
But if he fails to cooperate with them, if 
he fails to do all he can—and it is within 
his power—to help that process of disar-
mament through the United Nations, then 
he will be disarmed by force. And that 
is the clear will of the international commu-
nity. And I think you will find now that 
there is a consensus for that position vir-
tually right across the civilized world. 

Q. Thank you all very much. 
President Bush. Sure. I’m glad to answer 

your every request. [Laughter] 
Q. How about our every question? 
President Bush. I don’t want you to get 

used to asking too many questions. I’ve 
been answering them all the whole time 
I’ve been here, question after question after 
question. If you were to ask a question, 
Stretch, what would it have been, so I can 
think about it for tomorrow? I won’t answer 
it now. 

Usama bin Laden 
Q. What’s your reaction to the confirma-

tion of bin Laden being alive on the tape? 
President Bush. Thank you. I’ve got a 

formulated answer. [Laughter] 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:07 a.m. at 
the Prague Congress Center. In his remarks, 
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he referred to Chancellor Gerhard Schroe- not be verified because the tape was incom-
der of Germany; and President Saddam Hus- plete.
sein of Iraq. A portion of these remarks could 

Remarks at the North Atlantic Council Summit in Prague 
November 21, 2002 

America is very pleased by today’s deci-
sion. We believe it strengthens our Nation’s 
most important alliance, NATO. By wel-
coming seven members, we will not only 
add to our military capabilities; we will re-
fresh the spirit of this great democratic Alli-
ance. 

We believe today’s decision reaffirms our 
commitment to freedom and our commit-
ment to a Europe which is whole and free 
and at peace. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:03 a.m. at 
the Prague Congress Center. 

Remarks Following Discussions With President Vladimir Putin of Russia 
and an Exchange With Reporters in St. Petersburg, Russia 
November 22, 2002 

President Putin. Good evening, ladies 
and gentlemen. In your presence may I 
once again cordially welcome the President 
of the United States and his team to Rus-
sia. 

We are very pleased that Mr. President 
accepted our invitation. And let me say that 
our conversations—and this is exactly the 
way I’d like to quote this meeting—our 
conversation on the whole range of our bi-
lateral issues and our cooperation in the 
international arena have been very produc-
tive and very, very frank. 

And we discussed practically everything 
between the sky and the Earth. We dis-
cussed our cooperation in the energy sec-
tor, our energy dialog. We discussed our 
cooperation in the high technology sector. 
We also—[inaudible]—the problem of 
NATO expansion and the development of 
relations between Russia and NATO. And 
of course, we also addressed the problem 
of terrorism. And of course, we also dis-

cussed the prospects for our cooperation 
on the matters of strategic stability. 

I think that Mr. President will agree with 
me—and he’ll have an opportunity to say 
what he thinks on this—but I think he’ll 
agree with me that our meeting, in this 
point a very frank meeting, without pre-
pared statements, has been very productive 
and has been very fruitful. 

President Bush. Yes, it has. I consider 
Vladimir Putin one of my good friends. 

Are you going to translate? 
Like other good friends I’ve had through-

out my life, we don’t agree 100 percent 
of the time. But we always agree to discuss 
things in a frank and—in a frank way. 

Every time I come to St. Petersburg, 
he keeps showing me more and more beau-
tiful rooms. So I’m coming back next May. 
I always enjoy our conversations. 

I have just come from NATO. My visit 
with Vladimir was my first stop after 
Prague. The mood of the NATO countries 
is this: Russia is our friend; we’ve got a 
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lot of interests together; we must continue 
our cooperation in the war on terror; and 
the expansion of NATO should be wel-
comed by the Russian people. After all, 
there are new nations on our border that 
are members of—nations that are new 
members of NATO but nations pledged to 
peace and pledged to freedom. 

But the President was right, we had a— 
we discussed a lot of issues. And I would 
define our bilateral relations as very good. 

We might answer a couple of questions. 
Q. This is a question to both Presidents. 
President Bush. Okay, fine. Fire away. 

Russia-U.S. Relations/NATO 

[At this point, a question was asked in Rus-
sian, and no translation was provided.] 

President Putin. As regards partnership, 
it is on a very high level. And it is very 
pleasant for me to note that we not only 
have lost nothing of what has been gen-
erated, has been produced by the previous 
generations of politicians, but we keep 
going on further. We keep achieving new 
results, and we are moving ahead very ex-
peditiously and very productively. 

And I’d like to stress—and this is a very 
important point—that the interests of Rus-
sia and the United States coincide not only 
in many economic fields but they are also 
identical in many strategic areas. 

As regards our relations with NATO, let 
me say the following: As regards the expan-
sion, you know our position well. We do 
not believe that this has been necessitated 
by the existing pact, but we take note of 
the position taken by the President of the 
United States, and we hope to have positive 
development of our relations with all 
NATO countries. 

As regards our relationship with the Alli-
ance as a whole, as the Alliance keeps 
transforming—and this is something that 
Mr. President talked about recently—we do 
not rule out the possibility of deepening 
our relations with the Alliance. Of course, 
in the case if the activities of the Alliance 

are in accord with Russia’s national security 
interests. At least within the Group of 20, 
we are interacting, are cooperating in a 
very well way, in a very good way. 

President Bush. Yes, the Russian-NATO 
Council is very important. But the strategy 
of NATO is going to be based upon the 
fact that the cold war is over; Russia is 
a friend; Russia is not an enemy. And I 
told the President, as I was leaving the 
NATO summit, a lot of leaders came up 
and asked me to send their personal re-
gards to him. 

And in terms of our bilateral relations, 
we’ll continue to work to make them as 
strong as they can possibly be, and there’s 
a lot of areas—in trade, in commerce, in 
energy—that we’re working together to 
make progress. 

I think it’s only fair we ask one Amer-
ican. Jim [Jim Angle, FOX News]. Jim’s 
his name. 

Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri/Iraq 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. The public 

now knows that the U.S. has in its custody 
a terrorist who has the blood of many 
Americans on his hands, Mr. al-Nashiri. 
How significant is his arrest? 

And since we see President Putin so 
rarely, Mr. President, I hope you won’t ob-
ject if I ask President Putin a question as 
well. And that is, sir, has the U.S. asked 
you to participate or contribute to any mili-
tary action in Iraq if it becomes necessary, 
and what is your view on that? 

President Bush. A couple of points. First, 
I want to thank Vladimir and his foreign 
policy team for working together to pass 
a strong resolution out of the United Na-
tions on Iraq. 

Secondly, we did bring to justice a killer. 
And the message is, we’re making war on 
the—we’re making progress on the war 
against terrorists, that we’re going to hunt 
them down one at a time, that it doesn’t 
matter where they hide. As we work with 
our friends, we will find them and bring 
them to justice. And America and Russia 
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and people who love freedom are one per-
son safer as a result of us finding this guy. 

President Putin. I’m very pleased to see 
the mood the President of the United 
States is in. It is what we needed. Let 
me assure you that we will work together, 
and our work will be effective. 

Now there is something I would like to 
draw your attention to. And we ultimately 
discussed this matter with our U.S. col-
leagues. We should not give a chance to 
anyone who is either engaged in terror or 
is supporting terror. 

As I understood the second part of your 
question, concern was—has to do with Iraq. 
We should not forget about those who fi-
nance terrorism. Of the 19 terrorists who 
committed the main attacks on September 
11th against the United States, 16 are citi-
zens of Saudi Arabia, and we should not 
forget about that. 

Now, where has Usama bin Laden taken 
refuge? They say that somewhere between 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. We know what 
Mr. Musharraf is doing to achieve stability 
in his country, and we are supporting him. 
But what can happen with armies armed 
with weapons that exist in Pakistan, includ-
ing weapons of mass destruction—we are 
not sure on that aspect, and we should 
not forget about that. And we agree with 

the President of the United States and his 
colleagues who say that we have to make 
sure that Iraq has no weapons of mass de-
struction in its possession. 

Diplomats have carried out a very dif-
ficult, a very complex work. And we do 
believe that we have to stay within the 
framework of the work being carried out 
by the Security Council of the United Na-
tions. And we do believe that, together with 
the United States, we can achieve a positive 
result. As you know, our recent past gives 
us—we have a example of that kind, and 
the level achieved in our bilateral relations 
between Russia and the United States gives 
us hope that we can achieve such results. 

President Bush. Thank you all. We’ve got 
a plane to catch. Don’t keep us waiting. 
Thank you all. Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:55 p.m. at 
Catherine’s Palace. In his remarks, President 
Putin referred to Usama bin Laden, leader 
of the Al Qaida terrorist organization, and 
President Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan. A 
reporter referred to Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri, 
Al Qaida’s chief of operations for the Persian 
Gulf. President Putin spoke in Russian, and 
his remarks were translated by an inter-
preter. 

Joint Statement by President George W. Bush and President Vladimir V. 
Putin on Development of the U.S.-Russian Energy Dialogue 
November 22, 2002 

Last May, we launched an energy dia-
logue to strengthen the overall relationship 
between our countries, and to enhance 
global energy security, international stra-
tegic stability, and regional cooperation. Al-
ready we can see important benefits from 
this new aspect of our relations. 

A key success in this new dialogue was 
the first-ever U.S.-Russia Commercial En-
ergy Summit held in Houston in the begin-

ning of October with the participation of 
both countries’ governmental, business and 
scientific circles. The Houston Summit cre-
ated new avenues for dialogue and coopera-
tion on energy issues and led to decisions 
on concrete new investment projects and 
programs and business arrangements. We 
thank the more than 70 companies that 
contributed to its success and look forward 
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to the next energy summit, to be hosted 
in Russia in 2003. 

We also support the further strength-
ening of relations between the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy, the U.S. Department of 
Commerce, the Ministry of Energy of Rus-
sia, and the Ministry of Economic Develop-
ment and Trade of Russia. We welcome 
as well the activities of the intergovern-
mental American-Russian Working Group 
on Energy Cooperation. We note our Min-
isters’ commitment to educational initiatives 
to promote best technical and managerial 
practices. 

Commercial cooperation plays the key 
role in the U.S.-Russia Energy Dialogue. 
One of the most important results of the 
Houston Summit was the establishment of 
the Commercial Energy Working Group. 
We strongly support the efforts of the 
American and Russian companies involved 
to identify new and mutually beneficial 
commercial opportunities and to take down 
barriers to trade and investment. 

At present, American and Russian com-
panies are working hard to further connect 

Joint U.S.-Russia Statement on Iraq 
November 22, 2002 

We have expressed our serious concern 
about the proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction. In this context, we pledge our 
full support for the implementation of UN 
Security Council resolution 1441. We call 
on Iraq to comply fully and immediately 
with this and all relevant UN Security 
Council Resolutions, which were adopted 
as a necessary step to secure international 
peace and security. 

We firmly support the efforts of the 
United Nations Monitoring, Verification 
and Inspection Commission Chairman and 

the American and Russian energy markets. 
We welcome the first delivery to the 
United States of Russian crude oil in July; 
the establishment of enterprises that will 
market Russian energy in the U.S.; and the 
proposal to build a deep-water port in Rus-
sia for energy exports. As a symbolic exam-
ple of our deepening energy relationship, 
we note that for the first-time ever Russian 
crude oil was delivered to the United States 
Strategic Petroleum Reserve. 

Investment is necessary to ensure the 
further development of Russia’s energy and 
energy transportation sectors. To that end, 
we welcome several memoranda of under-
standing recently signed by Russian compa-
nies with the Export-Import Bank of the 
United States, as well as agreements signed 
with the Overseas Private Investment Cor-
poration. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment. 

the International Atomic Energy Agency 
Director General to fulfill their responsibil-
ities under UN Security Council resolu-
tions. 

We call on Iraq, in strict compliance with 
UNSC resolution 1441, to cooperate fully 
and unconditionally in its disarmament obli-
gations or face serious consequences. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment. 
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Interview With TVR of Romania 
November 18, 2002 

Q. So, first of all, may I remark, sir, 
that you are the first President of the 
United States who grants an interview to 
the public television. And I thank you very 
much for that. 

The President. Well, I’m honored. Thank 
you. And I’m so looking forward to coming 
to Romania. It’s going to be an exciting 
trip for Laura and me. 

Romania’s Role in NATO 
Q. To what extent, sir, Romania’s can-

didacy has helped to implement your vision 
of a broad, robust NATO expansion? 

The President. Well, first of all, I believe 
in the concept of Europe, free, whole, and 
at peace. And I think the fact that Romania 
will be a part of NATO recognizes that 
vision. 

Secondly, Romania will be an active par-
ticipate in the war against terror. And as 
we change the NATO strategy to reflect 
the true threats we face, Romania will work 
alongside the United States and other na-
tions to make the world more peaceful. 

Thirdly, I think it’s very important for 
us to recognize that new countries that— 
admitted countries which had lived under 
a totalitarian state will bring a breath of 
fresh air, a vigor to the relationship because 
you remember the difference between free-
dom and a nonfree state. You remember 
the difference between—you’ve seen the 
difference between good and evil. And that 
spirit, that strong determination for free-
dom is important in this Alliance. 

Romanian Popular Support for NATO 
Q. Sir, more than 80 percent of Roma-

nia’s population supports NATO member-
ship of my country. How important is this 
popular support in promoting America’s 
policy towards a world of freedom and 
prosperity? 

The President. Well, first of all, you’ve 
got to understand some of my view on free-
dom. It’s not American’s gift to the world. 
See, freedom is God—is God-given. And— 
but we believe so strongly in freedom that 
we believe that when people have a taste 
of freedom, they will demand the institu-
tions necessary to make sure freedom lasts. 
And the Romanian people want to be free. 
People everywhere want to be free if 
they’ve seen the other side. And so the 
fact that Romania is a strong supporter of 
NATO really reflects more about Romania 
than it does reflect about us. 

What we want to do is we want to have 
an Alliance that is strong enough and capa-
ble enough to meet the true threats that 
we all face. And global terror is a threat. 
Believe me, it is a threat. It is a threat 
not only to the United States, but it’s a 
threat to any country which embraces free-
dom. No one is immune from global terror. 
And therefore—but we’re more likely to 
succeed if we work together, which means 
work to cut off money, work to cut off 
access, work to share intelligence, and if 
need be, work together in the military way 
to defeat terror. 

Romanian Economy 
Q. What are the challenges facing the 

common people, the taxpayers, once Roma-
nia is a part of NATO? 

The President. Well, the biggest problem 
that is going to face the taxpayers is to 
make sure the economy grows. But that’s 
the problem we all face. I mean, we want 
to make sure people work. The most im-
portant criterion for success of any country, 
NATO or otherwise, is: Can people find 
a job? Will the economies flourish? Will 
open markets be able to yield the fruits 
of the labor for the common person? And 
the answer is yes. 

2114 



e Aug 04 2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00963 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.021 193761

Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Nov. 23 

Romania is on its way to reform. We’ve 
got to be patient with Romania because 
Romania has come from a history of state-
dominated—state-dominated industry, 
which failed, and it failed to provide for 
the people. And so the reforms to the mar-
ketplace are going to take time. But the 
reforms will yield—will yield great pros-
perity, in my judgment. And it’s a matter 
of time for that to happen. 

Expectations of New NATO Members 
Q. What do the United States expect 

from their new Allies, from Romania and 
the others? 

The President. Well, we expect friend-
ship. We expect that concept that says, if 
one of us is attacked, we’re all attacked. 
That works both ways. If Romania is at-
tacked, the Alliance comes to Romania’s 
defense. If another country is attacked, we 
all go to that country’s defense. That com-
mon defense will help make the world 
more peaceful. 

Secondly, as we develop a new strategy 
as to how to face the new threats of the 
21st century, a new military strategy, Roma-
nia will be called upon to do its part, as 
will the United States. And together, the 
sum of our parts will be significant in terms 
of keeping the peace. 

President’s Upcoming Visit to Romania 
Q. What is going to be the message you 

will deliver to the Romanian people when 

you meet some of the inhabitants in the 
city of Bucharest? 

The President. The message is: For a 
long time you struggled; you’re now free. 
And you’ve got a great friend in the United 
States of America. 

Q. Mr. President, it’s been a great honor 
and privilege to interview you. Thank you 
very much for sharing your views with our 
public. 

The President. Well, I am so looking for-
ward to coming. It’s going to be an honor 
to be there. I have—I’m working on my 
speech to the Romanian people. It’s going 
to be a powerful moment for me and my 
wife, to see the people and to be in the 
famous square and to look at the statues 
of people who represent freedom. And it’s 
going to be one of the highlights of my 
Presidency. 

Q. You’ll be most welcome, sir. 
The President. Thank you, sir. 
Q. Thank you. 
The President. Good to meet you. 
Q. Good to meet you, sir, and I hope 

you’ll have a very good and successful trip. 
The President. Thank you, sir. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at 1:39 p.m. 
in the Library at the White House, and the 
transcript was released by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on November 23. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content 
of this interview. 

Remarks on Receiving the Order of Vytautas the Great in Vilnius, 
Lithuania 
November 23, 2002 

Mr. President, thank you very much. It’s 
an honor to receive this award. And it’s 
an honor to be the first United States 
President to come to Lithuania. Laura and 
I are honored to be here. 

I want to thank the members of the Gov-
ernment who are here as well, the Prime 
Minister, the Speaker, other members of 
your Cabinet. 

This is a great day for Lithuania. It 
shows the Lithuanians’ commitment to 
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freedom, to religious tolerance. It shows 
the Lithuanians’ courage is being rewarded 
by membership in one of the greatest alli-
ances ever formed. 

The NATO Alliance will be stronger with 
Lithuania’s presence. Not only will you help 
militarily, but as importantly, your presence 
will help lift, invigorate the spirit of the 
European North Atlantic Alliance. After all, 
Lithuania represents to me the courage of 
people standing in the face of tyranny and 
demanding freedom. 

There are thousands of Americans today 
who rejoice at the fact that Lithuania will 

The President’s Radio Address 
November 23, 2002 

Good morning. I’m speaking to you from 
Europe, where this week I am meeting 
with NATO Allies and friends to discuss 
terrorism and other threats to our shared 
security. 

It has also been an important week at 
home on Capitol Hill. After 2 years of 
achievements, which included tax relief and 
education reform, the last days of this ses-
sion of Congress brought additional historic 
progress. Soon after I return from Europe, 
I will sign several important new laws that 
help secure the homeland and create jobs. 

Republicans and Democrats approved a 
Department of Homeland Security that will 
unite dozens of Federal agencies and nearly 
170,000 Federal workers behind a single, 
overriding mission, keeping Americans safe. 
This new Department will coordinate our 
response to any future emergency. It will 
help us know who’s coming into our coun-
try and who’s going out. This new Depart-
ment will bring together the best intel-
ligence information about our 
vulnerabilities to terrorist attack so that we 
can act quickly to protect America. I appre-
ciate the Congress listening to my concerns 
and retaining the authority of the President 

be joining with America in the NATO Alli-
ance. I’m proud of your accomplishments, 
and my country is proud to call you friend. 
May God bless the people of Lithuania. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:24 a.m. at 
the Prezidentura. In his remarks, he referred 
to President Valdas Adamkus and Prime 
Minister Algirdas Mykolas Brazauskas of 
Lithuania; and Speaker of the Lithuanian 
Parliament Arturas Paulauskas. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content 
of these remarks. 

to put the right people in the right place 
at the right time in defense of our country. 

Congress also acted to protect the Na-
tion’s ports and coasts by passing port secu-
rity legislation. With this law, we will add 
port security agents, restrict access to sen-
sitive areas, and require ships to provide 
more information about the cargo, crew, 
and passengers they carry. These measures 
will help keep terrorists and their weapons 
out of America. 

In addition, Congress passed terrorism 
insurance legislation to help protect our 
economy from any future terrorist attack. 
This new important law will lower insur-
ance premiums and get many real estate 
and construction projects that had been put 
on hold moving again, creating thousands 
of hardhat jobs. 

On my trip this week here in Europe, 
I’m consulting with our friends and NATO 
Allies about the new threats to freedom 
that we face together. Today, the United 
States is joined by more than 90 nations 
in a global coalition against terrorism, shar-
ing intelligence, cutting off terrorist fi-
nance, and pursuing the terrorists where 
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they plot and train. The world is also unit-
ing to answer the unique and urgent threat 
posed by Iraq, whose dictator has already 
used weapons of mass destruction to kill 
thousands. We must not and will not per-
mit either terrorists or tyrants to blackmail 
freedom-loving nations. 

Our NATO Allies are making important 
contributions. Sixteen NATO countries have 
sent military forces to the fight against ter-
ror in Afghanistan, and at this week’s sum-
mit, NATO committed to build a new mili-
tary response force with strong, ready 
forces that are prepared to deploy on short 
notice wherever they are needed. 

NATO members also voted to invite 
seven of Europe’s newest democracies to 
join our Alliance. The addition of Bulgaria, 
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slo-
vakia, and Slovenia will increase NATO’s 
military strength. These nations will also 

bring greater clarity to NATO’s purposes 
because they know, from the hard experi-
ence of the 20th century, that threats to 
freedom must be opposed, not ignored or 
appeased. 

This week, we saw the historic expansion 
of NATO and historic progress by Con-
gress. Both will make America more secure. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 12:05 
p.m. on November 21 at the Ambassador’s 
Residence in Prague, Czech Republic, for 
broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on November 23. 
The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 22 
but was embargoed for release until the 
broadcast. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript 
of this address. 

Remarks to the People of Lithuania in Vilnius 
November 23, 2002 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thank you, Mr. President. Thank you for 
your friendship, and thank you for your 
leadership. 

I’m also honored to be here with the 
Presidents of Latvia and Estonia. I want 
to thank them for coming as well. Laura 
and I are honored to be here with you. 
Thank you for coming out to say hello. 

This is a great day in the history of Lith-
uania, in the history of the Baltics, in the 
history of NATO, and in the history of free-
dom. The countries of NATO have opened 
the doors of our Alliance to Lithuania and 
six other European democracies. And I 
have the honor of sharing this message with 
you: We proudly invite Lithuania to join 
us in NATO, the great Atlantic Alliance. 

Many doubted that freedom would come 
to this country, but the United States al-
ways recognized an independent Lithuania. 

We knew that this continent would not re-
main divided. We knew that arbitrary lines 
drawn by dictators would be erased, and 
those lines are now gone. No more 
Munichs. No more Yaltas. The long night 
of fear, uncertainty, and loneliness is over. 
You’re joining the strong and growing fam-
ily of NATO. Our Alliance has made a sol-
emn pledge of protection, and anyone who 
would choose Lithuania as an enemy has 
also made an enemy of the United States 
of America. In the face of aggression, the 
brave people of Lithuania, Latvia, and Es-
tonia will never again stand alone. 

Audience members. Aciu! Aciu! Aciu! 
The President. You’re welcome. [Laugh-

ter] You are needed in the NATO Alliance. 
You will contribute to our common secu-
rity. Yet the strength of NATO does not 
only depend on the might of armies but 
on the character of men and women. We 
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must be willing to stand in the face of 
evil, to have the courage to always face 
danger. 

The people of the Baltic states have 
shown these qualities to the world. You 
have known cruel oppression and withstood 
it. You were held captive by an empire, 
and you outlived it. And because you have 
paid its cost, you know the value of human 
freedom. Lithuania today is true to its best 
traditions of democracy and tolerance and 
religious liberty, and you have earned the 
respect of my Nation and all nations. 

Our Alliance of freedom is being tested 
again by new and terrible dangers. Like 
the Nazis and the Communists before 
them, the terrorists seek to end lives and 
control all life. And like the Nazis and the 
Communists before them, they will be op-
posed by free nations, and the terrorists 
will be defeated. 

Over a decade ago, hundreds of thou-
sands of Lithuanians, Latvians, and Esto-

nians joined hands, from Tallinn to Vilnius, 
to show your love for freedom. Near Cathe-
dral Square is a stone commemorating that 
struggle. Inscribed on that stone is one 
word, ‘‘Miracle.’’ The recent history of the 
Baltic states truly is a miracle. You’ve 
gained your freedom. You have won your 
independence. You now join a great Alli-
ance, and your miracle goes on. 

Today, on this great day, may God bless 
the memory of Lithuanian patriots and 
freedom fighters who did not live to see 
this moment. And may God always bless 
the brave and the free people of Lithuania. 

Thank you for coming today. May God 
bless freedom. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. in 
Rotuse Square. In his remarks, he referred 
to President Valdas Adamkus of Lithuania, 
who introduced the President; President 
Vaira Vike-Freiberga of Latvia; and President 
Arnold Ruutel of Estonia. 

Remarks on Receiving the Star of Romania in Bucharest, Romania 
November 23, 2002 

Mr. President, thank you so much for 
this honor. I accept the Star of Romania 
on behalf of my country, and I appreciate 
the spirit of friendship that this award rep-
resents. 

I want to thank the Prime Minister and 
members of your Government for such fine 
hospitality. 

Laura and I are honored to be here, 
and so is my Cabinet—members of my 
Cabinet, as well as senior members of my 
staff. We’re here because America and the 
nations of the world have seen the courage 
and character of the Romanian people. You 
have liberated yourselves from tyranny. 
You’re building a vibrant democracy. And 
you’re preparing to join NATO. In all these 
events of history, America has been your 
friend, and we’ll be proud to call you Ally. 

Mr. President, Romania and America 
share common values and common chal-
lenges. We will join together to open mar-
kets, to build a new relationship with Rus-
sia, to confront global terrorism, and to stop 
the proliferation of weapons of mass de-
struction. Europe and America face unprec-
edented dangers to our security, and we 
will face these dangers together. 

The Romanian people have made a great 
effort to meet the standards of NATO 
membership. That effort is succeeding. 
America respects all that you have done 
and all that you will do in the cause of 
freedom. And America will be your partner 
in continuing the work of reform. 

On behalf of the American people, I 
proudly affirm the close relationship be-
tween our countries, and I thank you for 
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the honor of this award. May God bless NOTE: The President spoke at 3:47 p.m. at 
Romania. Cotroceni Palace. In his remarks, he referred 

to President Ion Iliescu and Prime Minister 
Adrian Nastase of Romania. 

Remarks to the People of Romania in Bucharest 
November 23, 2002 

Salut! Thank you all. Thank you, Mr. 
President. Thank you for being out here 
in the rain. Thank you for such a warm 
welcome. Laura and I are honored to be 
in this great country. As we started speak-
ing, a rainbow appeared. God is smiling 
on us today. 

I’m proud to stand in this great square 
and to bring the good wishes of the Amer-
ican people. Today we reaffirm the friend-
ship between your country and mine. I’m 
honored to carry a message to the people 
of Romania: We proudly invite you to join 
NATO, the great alliance of freedom. 

All around us are reminders of Romania’s 
history and the culture we share. Close by 
is a church, three centuries old, a symbol 
of the faith that overcomes all oppression. 
In this square we see monuments of Roma-
nian patriots who lost their lives in liberty— 
for the liberty of your nation. And here, 
in December of 1989, you broke the si-
lence of your captivity. From that balcony, 
the dictator heard your voices and faltered 
and fled. Two generations of bitter tyranny 
ended, and all the world witnessed the 
courage of Romania, the courage that set 
you free. 

Since those days of liberation, Romania 
has made an historic journey. Instead of 
hatred, you have chosen tolerance. Instead 
of destructive rivalry with your neighbors, 
you have chosen reconciliation. Instead of 
state control, you have chosen free markets 
and rule of law. And instead of dictatorship, 
you have built a proud and working democ-
racy. 

The path of freedom you’ve chosen is 
not easy, but it’s the only path worth tak-
ing. I know that your hardship did not end 
with your oppression. America respects 
your labor, your patience, your daily deter-
mination to find a better life. Your effort 
has been recognized by an offer to NATO 
membership. We welcome Romania into 
NATO. 

NATO’s invitation to join was also a vote 
of confidence that you will continue the 
hard work of political, economic, and mili-
tary reform. And as you do, you will have 
partners in all the nations of NATO. The 
promises of our Alliance are sacred, and 
we will keep our pledges to all the nations 
that join us. Should any danger threaten 
Romania—should any nation threaten Ro-
mania, the United States of America and 
NATO will be by your side. As a NATO 
Ally, you can have this confidence: No one 
will be able to take away the freedom of 
your country. 

NATO membership will make Romania 
more secure, and Romania will add to the 
strength of the NATO Alliance as we face 
unprecedented new dangers. Already, our 
troops are serving side by side in Afghani-
stan. Already, Romania has joined the glob-
al coalition against terror. And we thank 
you very much. 

The world has suffered enough from fa-
natics who seek to impose their will 
through fear and murder. The NATO Alli-
ance and the civilized world are confronting 
the new enemies of freedom, and we will 
prevail. 
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Your country also brings moral clarity to 
our NATO Alliance. You value freedom be-
cause you have lived without it. You know 
the difference between good and evil be-
cause you have seen evil’s face. The people 
of Romania understand that aggressive dic-
tators cannot be appeased or ignored; they 
must always be opposed. 

An aggressive dictator now rules in Iraq. 
By his search for terrible weapons, by his 
ties to terror groups, by his development 
of prohibited ballistic missiles, the dictator 
of Iraq threatens the security of every free 
nation, including the free nations of Eu-
rope. The United Nations Security Council 
and now NATO have spoken with one 
voice: The Iraqi regime will completely dis-
arm itself of weapons of mass murder, or 
we, the United States, will lead a coalition 
of willing nations and disarm that regime 
in the name of peace. 

Every nation must confront danger. 
Every free nation has a responsibility to 
play its full and responsible role. And to-
gether, Mr. President, we will preserve our 
freedoms, and we will work together to 
keep the peace. 

In the peaceful future we’re building, 
Romania will strengthen our lives in an-
other way, as a bridge to a new Russia. 
For centuries, Romania’s geography was a 
source of danger. Now, you can help our 
Alliance to extend a hand of cooperation 
across the Black Sea. Russia has nothing 
to fear from the growth of NATO, because 
Russia needs peaceful, stable neighbors like 
Romania. As I told President Putin yester-
day, a Russia that is fully part of Europe 
needs no buffer zone separating it from 

Europe. America and Romania are friends 
to the Russian people, and so is the NATO 
Alliance. 

Mr. President, citizens of Romania, 
Laura and my visit to your beautiful coun-
try has been short, but the friendship and 
soon the Alliance between our countries 
will endure. 

On this historic square, among the 
monuments to Romania’s greatness, there’s 
also a building left in ruins, the former 
offices of the secret police. It is a fitting 
reminder of all the cruelties done there 
and the justice that rose up against oppres-
sion. That grim monument also recalls the 
many brave Romanians who did not live 
to see this day. Our prayers are for them 
and their families. Yet, today, their hopes 
are being fulfilled. The nation they love 
is rising. Romania has won its freedom. Ro-
mania is resolute in difficulty and moving 
toward greater prosperity. And Romania is 
finding its place in the greatest—history’s 
greatest alliance for freedom. 

I have come to tell you that the world 
and my country knows the character of the 
people of this great country. We respect 
your country. We love the fact that you 
love freedom. May God bless you and your 
families. May God bless Romania. And may 
God bless America. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:35 p.m. at 
the Piata Revolutiei. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to President Ion Iliescu of Romania, 
who introduced the President; President 
Vladimir Putin of Russia; and President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq. 

Statement on the West Coast Ports Agreement 
November 24, 2002 

‘‘I am very pleased that labor and man- ment is good for workers, good for employ-
agement have reached an agreement con- ers, and it’s good for America’s economy. 
cerning the West Coast ports. This agree- I congratulate labor and management for 
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working together to successfully resolve and Conciliation Service, Peter Hurtgen, 
their disagreements, and I also commend for their tireless efforts in bringing this 
the efforts of Labor Secretary Elaine Chao matter to a successful conclusion.’’ 
and the Director of the Federal Mediation 

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report of the Railroad Retirement 
Board 
November 19, 2002 

To the Congress of the United States: 
I transmit herewith the Annual Report 

of the Railroad Retirement Board pre-
sented for forwarding to you for the fiscal 
year ended September 30, 2001, pursuant 
to the provisions of section 7(b)(6) of the 
Railroad Retirement Act and section 12(1) 

of the Railroad Unemployment Insurance 
Act. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
November 19, 2002. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 25. 

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on Small Business 
November 19, 2002 

To the Congress of the United States: 
This report documents the state of small 

business at the end of the 20th century. 
Small businesses have always been the 
backbone of our economy. They perennially 
account for most innovation and job cre-
ation. Small businesses have sustained the 
economy when it is robust and growing as 
well as in weaker times when small busi-
nesses have put the economy back on the 
track to long-term growth. 

We must work together to give small 
businesses an environment in which they 
can thrive. Small businesses are dispropor-
tionately affected by Government regula-
tions and paperwork, and I am committed 
to reducing this burden. We should regu-
late only where there is a real need, fully 
justified through rigorous cost-benefit anal-
ysis and clear legal authority. And when 
Government must regulate, it must adopt 
commonsense approaches. Regulations 

work best when agencies anticipate and 
analyze the effects of their proposals on 
small firms. Rules need to reflect the ability 
of small businesses to comply. 

Another barrier to unleashing the full po-
tential of small business is our tax code. 
I am committed to reducing taxes for all 
Americans—especially small businesses. We 
must eliminate permanently the estate tax, 
which so often has spelled the death of 
the business and the jobs of its employees 
after the death of its founder. Our tax code 
should encourage investment in small busi-
nesses, and particularly in new and growing 
businesses. Because the innovations that 
drive tomorrow’s economy come from en-
trepreneurial small businesses today, we 
must help them enter the marketplace, not 
impede them before they get there. Above 
all, small businesses need a tax code that 
is understandable and stable. Fairness, sim-
plicity, transparency, and accountability 
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should be our goals, and I am committed 
to this end. 

Small business embodies so much of 
what America is all about. Self-reliance, 
hard work, innovation, the courage to take 
risks for future growth: these are values 
that have served our Nation well since its 
very beginning. They are values to be 
passed on from generation to generation. 
We must ensure that our small businesses 

continue to thrive and prosper, not just for 
their own sakes, but for all of us. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
November 19, 2002. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 25. 

Remarks on Presenting the Presidential Awards for Management 
Excellence 
November 25, 2002 

Thanks a lot. Thanks for the warm wel-
come. Thanks for coming today. I’m hon-
ored to be here to present the Presidential 
Awards for Management Excellence. I 
guess that’s Washington, DC, talk for peo-
ple doing the job the taxpayers expect. 
[Laughter] These awards recognize the best 
management practices in Government. This 
year’s recipients have met high standards 
and, as a result, have earned the respect 
of the White House and our country. 

Kay, I want to thank you for your leader-
ship in this issue. I appreciate you making 
sure that the awards ceremonies reflect the 
desires of this administration to provide ex-
cellence for every taxpayer, to make sure 
the services we provide are relevant and 
necessary, that people who put their heart 
into their work are able to say that we’re 
doing the job that the people expect. Kay 
is doing a great job for our country, and 
I’m glad she’s on my team. 

And so is our Secretary of Transpor-
tation, Norm Mineta. He has performed 
brilliantly as a Cabinet Secretary. He has 
taken on some tough jobs. I’ll never forget, 
on 9/11, knowing the fact that Norm was 
in charge of making sure that our airspace 
was cleared. He did a fantastic job, and 
from that point on, he’s been just as mag-
nificent in making sure our airports are se-

cure. I want to thank you for your service, 
Norm. He represents one of the award win-
ners, the FAA Logistics Center. And thank 
you for being here, Mr. Secretary, and 
thanks for the note on our anniversary. 

I appreciate David Chu being here as 
well. He represents the Defense Depart-
ment. There are two award winners from 
the Defense Department here today, the 
National Imaging and Mapping Agency and 
the 55th Wing of Offutt Air Force Base. 
I want to thank Lt. Gen. James Clapper 
from the National Imaging and Mapping 
Agency for being here. And I want to thank 
Norman Bowles, who is the FAA Adminis-
tration Logistics Center, for being here, 
and I want to thank Timothy Jones, the 
Commander of the 55th Wing, for coming 
as well. Congratulations for a job well done. 

There were runner-ups for this award, 
and three of the finalists have representa-
tives here today, starting with another 
member of my Cabinet, Christie Todd 
Whitman, who runs the Environmental 
Protection Agency. Christie Todd, thanks 
for being here. Pat Pizzella is the Assistant 
Secretary for Labor for Administration and 
Management. Pat, I appreciate you coming, 
and thank the good folks who almost won 
for their hard work. [Laughter] Lynn 
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Scarlett, Assistant Secretary of Policy, Man-
agement and Budget, of the Interior, thank 
you for being here, Lynn. I appreciate your 
hard work as well. Give Gale Norton my 
best. 

I want to thank the members of the 
President’s Management Council and the 
Human Resources Management Council for 
helping on this project. I want to thank 
the President’s Quality Awards evaluators, 
those who looked around all our Govern-
ment to find out who deserved this award. 
I want to appreciate you for your hard 
work. I want to thank the judges for picking 
the winners. Better you pick them than me, 
I might add. [Laughter] I want to thank 
the Director of the Ronald Reagan Building 
and his staff for putting up with a Presi-
dential trip. Again, I want to thank you 
all for coming, and I want to thank you 
for serving your country. 

Public service is a high, high calling. And 
I’m proud of the men and women who 
devote their lives to our great Nation. You 
put in long hours. You watch every penny 
in the budget—or you should watch every 
penny in the budget. [Laughter] You know 
who the boss is: The boss is the taxpayer. 
That’s who we work for. You do your job 
right, and a lot of times, you don’t get 
much attention. Today we’re here to pay 
attention to the people who are doing the 
job really well, to honor excellence, to re-
ward success. 

This award is like what we call the Mal-
colm Baldrige Award. The Malcolm 
Baldrige Award recognizes excellence in the 
private sector. This award recognizes excel-
lence in the public sector. It honors really 
high management quality. 

The President’s Award also recognizes 
that our Government has got unique chal-
lenges. I mean, we’ve got challenges in 
dealing with bureaucracies that have been 
around a long time. We’ve got challenges 
in fighting inertia. We’ve got challenges in 
setting new goals and high standards in 
agencies that sometimes aren’t anxious to 
change. It’s different than the private sec-

tor, obviously. But nevertheless, it doesn’t 
mean we shouldn’t continue to try and 
overcome any obstacles to excellence. 

The award criteria are based on my man-
agement agenda. Kay James explained that 
agenda to you earlier. We take it very seri-
ously, and we’re going to continue to push 
the agenda, because we think it is best 
for our country and best for the people 
we serve. 

There have been dozens of excellent 
nominees who were considered, but three 
stood out. Today we’re here to honor the 
three. They stood out because they set 
clear goals and they reached the goals. 
Each identified a critical challenge. Each 
considered solutions. Each drew up a plan 
and a strategy. And then, as importantly, 
they carried it out. These organizations did 
more than just make promises; they made 
good on their promises. 

The first recipient is the National Im-
agery and Mapping Agency in Bethesda, 
Maryland. And for all of you who work 
there, I want to congratulate you for win-
ning this award. General Clapper, you 
might stand up and give everybody a wave. 
Thank you very much, General. Congratula-
tions to you and your team. [Applause] 

This agency deals with a complex tech-
nology. And one of the things they need 
to do is to work to keep the workforce. 
It’s hard to keep a workforce in the Gov-
ernment, particularly when the workforce 
is specialized and talented like—like the 
General needs. There’s a lot of competition 
for good and skilled Federal workers. And 
so therefore, it requires—in the private sec-
tor—we compete with the private sector 
to keep good people in place. And so there-
fore, it requires imaginative ways to attract 
and retain the very best, and I appreciate 
you for doing that. You’ve excelled at high 
retention to make sure this critical agency 
has got the expertise needed to help Amer-
ica. 

Secondly, we honor—is the Federal— 
FAA Logistics Center in Oklahoma City. 
If anybody works for the FAA Logistics 
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Center in Oklahoma City that’s here, please 
stand up so we can recognize you. Thank 
you all. [Applause] Congratulations. Con-
gratulations to you all. 

The center supports America’s entire sys-
tem of air traffic safety and provides every-
thing from electronic repair to inventory 
management. That’s a big job. And yet for 
a while, the system was backwards. Because 
of a preset fee arrangement, the customers 
had little incentive to save money. And the 
system was prone to be overloaded with 
what they call rush orders. In other words, 
the system was designed backwards. And 
these good folks recognized that and put 
in place new accounting procedures which 
now make sure that every customer has 
got information based upon the cost of 
each order, which in itself provides incen-
tive for budget control. I want to congratu-
late you on taking a very complex assign-
ment and making it work on behalf of the 
American people. Good job. 

And finally, the third winner is the larg-
est wing in America’s Air Combat Com-
mand, the 55th, at Offutt Air Force Base 
in Nebraska. I had the—I was there on 
September 11th, 2001, at Offutt. I remem-
ber their motto. It says, ‘‘The Sun Never 
Sets on the Fighting 55th.’’ And that’s good 
for the defense of the country, by the way. 

I want to thank the good folks at—at 
Offutt for recognizing that outsourcing is 
an important part of efficiency in our Gov-
ernment. They identified the best and most 
cost-effective approaches for hundreds of 
different tasks on the base. They work 
closely with contractors, opened the process 
to employee feedback and concerns, and 
have saved our taxpayers millions of dollars. 
They made sure that the system was effi-
cient and effective. They recognize that 
there are different ways to meet goals, and 
they encourage the entrepreneurial spirit as 
a part of meeting the goals that we ex-
pect.General—thank you all for coming. 
Congratulations. Please thank all the folks 
at the 55th for doing a fine job. Please 
stand up. [Applause] Good job. 

These are examples of what can happen 
when people put their mind to delivering 
excellence on behalf of the taxpayers. 
There’s creativity and flexibility, people 
willing to think outside of the proverbial 
box. And as a result, our country is better 
off. 

One of the reasons why we have these 
awards is to hold up your example for other 
people in Government. Other people 
should recognize that if they make the right 
decisions, set high goals, are creative about 
achieving those goals, they too can receive 
this award, which is an important award. 

When you get back to your offices, make 
sure your fellow employees know how 
proud we are of the work they—that you’ve 
done, how proud we are of their service 
to our country, what a credit they are to 
the greatest country on the face of the 
Earth. 

And so we’re here to congratulate three 
fine agencies, three fine groups of our fel-
low Americans, all working together to do 
our job. 

I recently came back from Europe. I had 
an excellent trip on behalf of the citizens 
of our country. But there’s no question in 
my mind, no question in my mind, I rep-
resent and you represent the finest nation 
on the face of the Earth, full of the finest 
people on the face of the Earth. I hope 
you feel that way every day when you go 
to work. I do. 

And so, on behalf of a grateful nation, 
congratulations. Thanks for what you do. 
Keep doing what you do. And I hope to 
see you back here next year. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:11 a.m. in 
the Amphitheater at the Ronald Reagan 
Building and International Trade Center. In 
his remarks, he referred to Norman Bowles, 
Program Director, Federal Aviation Admin-
istration Logistics Center; Brig. Gen. Tim-
othy Jones, USAF, Commander, 55th Wing, 
Air Combat Command, Offutt Air Force 
Base; and Robert Schall, director, Ronald 
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Reagan Building and International Trade 
Center. 

Remarks on Signing the Homeland Security Act of 2002 
November 25, 2002 

Thanks for coming. Thanks for the warm 
welcome, and welcome to the White 
House. 

Today we are taking historic action to 
defend the United States and protect our 
citizens against the dangers of a new era. 
With my signature, this act of Congress 
will create a new Department of Homeland 
Security, ensuring that our efforts to defend 
this country are comprehensive and united. 

The new Department will analyze 
threats, will guard our borders and airports, 
protect our critical infrastructure, and co-
ordinate the response of our Nation to fu-
ture emergencies. The Department of 
Homeland Security will focus the full re-
sources of the American Government on 
the safety of the American people. This 
essential reform was carefully considered by 
Congress and enacted with strong bipar-
tisan majorities. 

I want to thank Tom Ridge, the Home-
land Security Adviser, for his hard work 
on this initiative. I want to thank all the 
members of my Cabinet who are here for 
their work. I want to thank the Members 
of Congress who are with us today, particu-
larly those Members of Congress who were 
essential to the passage, many of whom 
stand up here on the stage with me. One 
Member not with us is our mutual friend 
from Texas, Phil Gramm. I appreciate his 
hard work. I thank the work of Senator 
Fred Thompson and Senator Joe 
Lieberman. I appreciate Zell Miller and 
Don Nickles’ hard work as well. We’ve got 
a lot of Members from the House here, 
and I want to thank you all for coming. 
I particularly want to pay homage to Dick 
Armey, who shepherded the bill to the 

floor of the House of Representatives. I’ll 
miss him. I’m not so sure everybody will. 
[Laughter] But I appreciate your time here. 
I thank Tom DeLay for making sure the 
bill got passed. I thank Rob Portman for 
his hard work. And I want to thank Ellen 
Tauscher as well for her leadership on this 
issue. 

I appreciate Kay James of the Office of 
Personnel Management, who worked so 
hard to make sure this effort was under-
stood by everybody in our Government. 
And I want to thank the other administra-
tion officials who are here, many of whom 
are going to be responsible for seeing to 
it this new Department functions well. 

I want to thank all the local and State 
officials who are here with us today—I see 
Governors and county judges, mayors—for 
coming. My own mayor, the Mayor of 
Washington, DC, I appreciate you coming, 
Mr. Mayor. I want to thank the local and 
State law enforcement officials who are 
here, the chiefs of police and fire chiefs 
who are with us today. I see the chief of 
my city now is here as well. Thank you, 
Mr. Chief, for coming. 

I want to thank the union representatives 
who are here. We look forward to working 
with you to make sure that your people 
are treated fairly in this new Department. 
I want to thank the Federal workers who 
are here. You’re charged with being on the 
front line of protecting America. I under-
stand your job. We look forward to working 
with you to make sure you get your job 
done. I want to thank the President’s 
Homeland Security Advisory Council as 
well, and thank you all for coming. 
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From the morning of September the 
11th, 2001, to this hour, America has been 
engaged in an unprecedented effort to de-
fend our freedom and our security. We’re 
fighting a war against terror with all our 
resources, and we’re determined to win. 

With the help of many nations, with the 
help of 90 nations, we’re tracking terrorist 
activity; we’re freezing terrorist finances; 
we’re disrupting terrorist plots; we’re shut-
ting down terrorist camps; we’re on the 
hunt, one person at a time. Many terrorists 
are now being interrogated. Many terrorists 
have been killed. We’ve liberated a country. 

We recognize our greatest security is 
found in the relentless pursuit of these 
coldblooded killers. Yet, because terrorists 
are targeting America, the front of the new 
war is here in America. Our life changed 
and changed in dramatic fashion on Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001. 

In the last 14 months, every level of our 
Government has taken steps to be better 
prepared against a terrorist attack. We un-
derstand the nature of the enemy. We un-
derstand they hate us because of what we 
love. We’re doing everything we can to en-
hance security at our airports and power-
plants and border crossings. We’ve de-
ployed detection equipment to look for 
weapons of mass destruction. We’ve given 
law enforcement better tools to detect and 
disrupt terrorist cells which might be hiding 
in our own country. 

And through separate legislation I signed 
earlier today, we will strengthen security 
at our Nation’s 361 seaports, adding port 
security agents, requiring ships to provide 
more information about the cargo, crew, 
and passengers they carry. And I want to 
thank the Members of Congress for work-
ing hard on this important piece of legisla-
tion as well. 

The Homeland Security Act of 2002 
takes the next critical steps in defending 
our country. The continuing threat of ter-
rorism, the threat of mass murder on our 
own soil, will be met with a unified, effec-
tive response. Dozens of agencies charged 

with homeland security will now be located 
within one Cabinet Department with the 
mandate and legal authority to protect our 
people. America will be better able to re-
spond to any future attacks, to reduce our 
vulnerability and, most important, prevent 
the terrorists from taking innocent Amer-
ican lives. 

The Department of Homeland Security 
will have nearly 170,000 employees, dedi-
cated professionals who will wake up each 
morning with the overriding duty of pro-
tecting their fellow citizens. As Federal 
workers, they have rights, and those rights 
will be fully protected. And I’m grateful 
that the Congress listened to my concerns 
and retained the authority of the President 
to put the right people in the right place 
at the right time in the defense of our 
country. 

I’ve great confidence in the men and 
women who will serve in this Department 
and in the man I’ve asked to lead it. As 
I prepare to sign this bill into law, I am 
pleased to announce that I will nominate 
Governor Tom Ridge as our Nation’s first 
Secretary of Homeland Security. Americans 
know Tom as an experienced public servant 
and as the leader of our homeland security 
efforts since last year. Tom accepted that 
assignment in urgent circumstances, resign-
ing as the Governor of Pennsylvania to or-
ganize the White House Office of Home-
land Security and to develop a comprehen-
sive strategy to protect the American peo-
ple. He’s done a superb job. He’s the right 
man for this new and great responsibility. 

We’re going to put together a fine team 
to work with Tom. The Secretary of the 
Navy, Gordon England, will be nominated 
for the post of Deputy Secretary. And Asa 
Hutchinson of Arkansas, now the Adminis-
trator of the Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration, will be nominated to serve as 
Under Secretary for Border and Transpor-
tation Security. 
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The Secretary-designate and his team 
have an immense task ahead of them. Set-
ting up the Department of Homeland Se-
curity will involve the most extensive reor-
ganization of the Federal Government since 
Harry Truman signed the National Security 
Act. To succeed in their mission, leaders 
of the new Department must change the 
culture of many diverse agencies, directing 
all of them toward the principal objective 
of protecting the American people. The ef-
fort will take time and focus and steady 
resolve. It will also require full support 
from both the administration and the Con-
gress. Adjustments will be needed along the 
way. Yet this is pressing business, and the 
hard work of building a new Department 
begins today. 

When the Department of Homeland Se-
curity is fully operational, it will enhance 
the safety of our people in very practical 
ways. First, this new Department will ana-
lyze intelligence information on terror 
threats collected by the CIA, the FBI, the 
National Security Agency, and others. The 
Department will match this intelligence 
against the Nation’s vulnerabilities and 
work with other agencies and the private 
sector and State and local governments to 
harden America’s defenses against terror. 

Second, the Department will gather and 
focus all our efforts to face the challenge 
of cyberterrorism and the even worse dan-
ger of nuclear, chemical, and biological ter-
rorism. This Department will be charged 
with encouraging research on new tech-
nologies that can detect these threats in 
time to prevent an attack. 

Third, State and local governments will 
be able to turn for help and information 
to one Federal domestic security agency, 
instead of more than 20 agencies that cur-
rently divide these responsibilities. This will 
help our local governments work in concert 
with the Federal Government for the sake 
of all the people of America. 

Fourth, the new Department will bring 
together the agencies responsible for bor-
der, coastline, and transportation security. 

There will be a coordinated effort to safe-
guard our transportation systems and to se-
cure the border so that we’re better able 
to protect our citizens and welcome our 
friends. 

Fifth, the Department will work with 
State and local officials to prepare our re-
sponse to any future terrorist attack that 
may come. We have found that the first 
hours and even the first minutes after the 
attack can be crucial in saving lives, and 
our first-responders need the carefully 
planned and drilled strategies that will 
make their work effective. 

The Department of Homeland Security 
will also end a great deal of duplication 
and overlapping responsibilities. Our objec-
tive is to spend less on administrators in 
offices and more on working agents in the 
field, less on overhead and more on pro-
tecting our neighborhoods and borders and 
waters and skies from terrorists. 

With a vast nation to defend, we can 
neither predict nor prevent every conceiv-
able attack. And in a free and open society, 
no Department of Government can com-
pletely guarantee our safety against ruthless 
killers who move and plot in shadows. Yet 
our Government will take every possible 
measure to safeguard our country and our 
people. 

We’re fighting a new kind of war against 
determined enemies. And public servants 
long into the future will bear the responsi-
bility to defend Americans against terror. 
This administration and this Congress have 
the duty of putting that system into place. 
We will fulfill that duty. With the Home-
land Security Act, we’re doing everything 
we can to protect America. We’re showing 
the resolve of this great Nation to defend 
our freedom, our security, and our way of 
life. 

It’s now my privilege to sign the Home-
land Security Act of 2002. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:30 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to District of Columbia 
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Mayor Anthony A. Williams and Metropoli- time Transportation Security Act of 2002, ap-
tan Police Chief Charles H. Ramsey. H.R. proved November 25, was assigned Public 
5005, approved November 25, was assigned Law No. 107–295. 
Public Law No. 107–296. S. 1214, the Mari-

Statement on Signing the Homeland Security Act of 2002 
November 25, 2002 

Today I have signed into law H.R. 5005, 
the ‘‘Homeland Security Act of 2002.’’ The 
Act restructures and strengthens the execu-
tive branch of the Federal Government to 
better meet the threat to our homeland 
posed by terrorism. In establishing a new 
Department of Homeland Security, the Act 
for the first time creates a Federal depart-
ment whose primary mission will be to help 
prevent, protect against, and respond to 
acts of terrorism on our soil. 

Section 103(a)(8) of the Act provides for 
12 Assistant Secretary positions without de-
fined titles or duties in the new Depart-
ment that are to be ‘‘appointed by the 
President, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate.’’ Sections 201(b)(1) and 
201(b)(2) of the Act provide for two Assist-
ant Secretary positions with defined titles 
and duties that are to be ‘‘appointed by 
the President.’’ The text and structure of 
the Act make clear that these two presi-
dentially appointed Assistant Secretary posi-
tions were created in addition to the 12 
unspecified Assistant Secretary positions, 
and the executive branch shall construe the 
relevant provisions accordingly. 

With respect to section 201(h), upon the 
recommendations of the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, the Director of Central 
Intelligence, the Secretary of Defense, the 
Assistant to the President for National Se-
curity Affairs, and other appropriate execu-
tive branch officials, I will determine which 
elements of the Department of Homeland 
Security are concerned with the analysis of 
foreign intelligence information. 

Section 214(a)(1)(D)(ii) provides that vol-
untarily shared critical infrastructure infor-
mation shall not be used or disclosed by 
any Federal employee without the written 
consent of the person or entity submitting 
the information, except when disclosure of 
the information would be to the Congress 
or the Comptroller General. The executive 
branch does not construe this provision to 
impose any independent or affirmative re-
quirement to share such information with 
the Congress or the Comptroller General 
and shall construe it in any event in a man-
ner consistent with the constitutional au-
thorities of the President to supervise the 
unitary executive branch and to withhold 
information the disclosure of which could 
impair foreign relations, the national secu-
rity, the deliberative processes of the Exec-
utive, or the performance of the Executive’s 
constitutional duties. 

Section 231 establishes an ‘‘Office of 
Science and Technology’’ within the Na-
tional Institute of Justice, and under the 
general authority of the Assistant Attorney 
General for the Office of Justice Programs. 
According to subsection 231(b), ‘‘[t]he Of-
fice shall be headed by a Director, who 
shall be an individual appointed based on 
approval by the Office of Personnel Man-
agement of the executive qualifications of 
the individual.’’ The executive branch will 
construe this provision in a manner con-
sistent with the requirements of the Ap-
pointments Clause of Article II of the Con-
stitution. Because the Director would exer-
cise significant governmental authority and 
thus be an ‘‘officer’’ whose appointment 
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must be made in conformity with the Ap-
pointments Clause, I hereby direct the At-
torney General to appoint the Director. 

Section 232(e) of the Act provides that 
the Director of the Office of Science and 
Technology within the Department of Jus-
tice shall have sole authority over decisions 
relating to publications issued by the Of-
fice. The executive branch shall construe 
this provision in a manner consistent with 
the constitutional authorities of the Presi-
dent to supervise the unitary executive 
branch. 

Section 306(a) of the Act provides that 
research conducted by the Department 
shall be unclassified ‘‘to the greatest extent 
practicable.’’ In addition, section 425 adds 
section 44901(d)(3) to title 49 of the United 
States Code, requiring the submission of 
classified reports concerning the screening 
of checked baggage for explosives in the 
aviation system to certain committees of 
Congress. The executive branch shall con-
strue and carry out these provisions, as well 
as other provisions of the Act, including 
those in title II of the Act, in a manner 
consistent with the President’s constitu-
tional and statutory authorities to control 
access to and protect classified information, 
intelligence sources and methods, sensitive 
law enforcement information, and informa-
tion the disclosure of which could otherwise 
harm the foreign relations or national secu-
rity of the United States. 

Section 311(h) of the Act provides for 
the preparation and transmittal to the Con-
gress of reports prepared by the Homeland 
Security Science and Technology Advisory 
Committee. The executive branch shall 
construe this provision in a manner con-
sistent with the constitutional authorities of 
the President to supervise the unitary exec-
utive branch and to recommend for the 
consideration of the Congress such meas-
ures as the President judges necessary and 
expedient. 

Several sections of the Act, including sec-
tion 414, 476, and 873(c), purport to re-
quire the submission of budget requests for 

the new Department to the Congress and 
to require such requests to be in a par-
ticular form. The executive branch shall 
construe this provision in a manner con-
sistent with the constitutional authority of 
the President to recommend for the consid-
eration of the Congress such measures as 
the President judges necessary and expe-
dient. 

Section 452(c)(2) of the Act prohibits 
various officers of the Department or the 
Office of Management and Budget from 
reviewing reports and other material pre-
pared by the Citizenship and Immigration 
Services Ombudsman. The executive 
branch shall construe this section in a man-
ner consistent with the President’s constitu-
tional authority to supervise the unitary ex-
ecutive branch. 

Section 473(f) of the Act purports to re-
quire the Secretary of Homeland Security 
or the Attorney General to comply with 
requests from the General Accounting Of-
fice (GAO) for certain information in the 
course of GAO preparation of reports on 
demonstration projects relating to discipli-
nary action. The executive branch shall con-
strue this provision in a manner consistent 
with the constitutional authorities of the 
President to supervise the unitary executive 
branch and to withhold information the dis-
closure of which could impair foreign rela-
tions, the national security, the deliberative 
processes of the Executive, or the perform-
ance of the Executive’s constitutional du-
ties. 

Provisions in the Act, including sections 
418(b), 428(e)(7)(B), 460, 477(c)(2)(F), 
882(c)(3), and 893(a) purport to require ex-
ecutive branch officials to submit to the 
Congress plans for internal executive 
branch activities or recommendations relat-
ing to legislation. The executive branch 
shall construe such provisions in a manner 
consistent with the President’s constitu-
tional authorities to supervise the unitary 
executive branch and to recommend for the 
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consideration of the Congress such meas-
ures as the President judges necessary and 
expedient. 

Section 507 describes some of the func-
tions of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, specifically referencing ‘‘the 
functions and authorities prescribed by the 
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 
et seq.).’’ Because section 503(1) transfers 
all functions of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to the Department of 
Homeland Security, including those existing 
pursuant to laws other than the Stafford 
Act, the executive branch shall not construe 
the specification of the Stafford Act in sec-
tion 507 as limiting in any way the transfer 
of the other authorities currently belonging 
to the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency. 

Section 812(a) authorizes Inspectors 
General and their assistants and agents to 
make criminal arrests without warrants for 
any Federal felony if they have ‘‘reasonable 
grounds to believe’’ that the subject com-
mitted or is committing the offense. Be-
cause the Supreme Court has held that the 
standard of probable cause applies to all 
arrests, regardless of circumstances, the 
grounds for making an arrest under this 
standard are only ‘‘reasonable’’ if they in-
clude probable cause to believe that the 
subject has committed or is committing a 
crime. The Inspectors General, their assist-
ants, and agents must accordingly have 
probable cause before making an arrest 
pursuant to this section. The authority to 
make criminal arrests and to exercise other 
law enforcement authorities conveyed by 
this section is to be exercised in accordance 
with guidelines promulgated by the Attor-
ney General, as provided by section 6(e)(4) 
of the Inspector General Act of 1978, as 
added by section 812(a). 

Section 873(b) describes conditions 
under which gifts or donations of services 
or property of the Department may be ac-
cepted, used, or disposed of by third par-
ties. The executive branch shall construe 

this provision in a manner consistent with 
existing legal authorities being transferred 
to the Department of Homeland Security 
and shall not construe it to effect an im-
plied repeal of any such authority. 

Section 878 provides that the Secretary 
of Homeland Security shall appoint a senior 
official in the Department to assume pri-
mary responsibility for certain counter-
narcotics efforts and to serve as the United 
States Interdiction Coordinator for the Of-
fice of National Drug Control Policy. In 
making this appointment, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security will consult with and 
seek recommendations from the Director 
of the Office of National Drug Control Pol-
icy. 

Section 879 establishes an Office of 
International Affairs with responsibilities to 
promote information and education ex-
change with foreign nations with respect 
to best practices and technologies relating 
to homeland security. This Office will carry 
out these functions in close coordination 
with the Department of State and other 
relevant Government agencies. 

Section 886 recites a series of findings 
and provides the sense of the Congress 
concerning aspects of section 1385 of title 
18, United States Code, commonly known 
as the Posse Comitatus Act. This provision 
does not purport to alter, modify, or other-
wise affect the Posse Comitatus Act or judi-
cial interpretations of that Act, and the ex-
ecutive branch shall construe this provision 
accordingly. 

Section 895 of the Act purports to amend 
Rule 6(e) of the Federal Rules of Criminal 
Procedure by expanding the permissible 
scope of grand jury information that may 
be shared by prosecutors. On April 29, 
2002, however, the Supreme Court pro-
posed a set of amendments to Rule 6 that, 
under section 2074 of title 28, are sched-
uled to take effect on December 1, 2002. 
There is no indication that the Congress’ 
different amendments to Rule 6(e) were 
intended to reject the Supreme Court’s 
pending proposal, and my Administration 
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will construe the Act so that the Supreme 
Court’s proposed amendments to Rule 6 
will still go into effect, without alteration, 
on December 1, 2002. As a result of those 
intervening amendments, when section 895 
becomes effective in 60 days, its directions 
for amendment will no longer correspond 
to the underlying text of Rule 6(e). In the 
next Congress, technical amendments will 
be necessary to add the changes in this 
section to those already accomplished by 
the Supreme Court pursuant to sections 
2072 and 2074 of title 28. 

Section 1313(a)(2) provides authority to 
the Administrative Office of the United 
States Courts to establish a program for 
providing voluntary separation incentive 
payments to ‘‘individuals serving in the ju-
dicial branch.’’ Based upon an under-
standing of the intent of this provision, as 
well as appropriate respect for principles 
of judicial independence, the executive 
branch shall construe ‘‘individuals serving 
in the judicial branch’’ to exclude those in-

dividuals serving as members of the Fed-
eral judiciary. 

Section 1331 adds an amended section 
4107(b)(1)(A) to title 5, United States 
Code, which requires that, in exercising au-
thority to assign and fund academic degree 
training for certain Federal employees, an 
agency ‘‘take into consideration the need 
to maintain a balanced workforce in which 
women, members of racial and ethnic mi-
nority groups, and persons with disabilities 
are appropriately represented in Govern-
ment service.’’ The executive branch shall 
construe this provision in a manner con-
sistent with the Equal Protection compo-
nent of the Due Process Clause of the 
Fifth Amendment to the Constitution. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
November 25, 2002. 

NOTE: H.R. 5005, approved November 25, 
was assigned Public Law No. 107–296. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting the Reorganization Plan for 
the Department of Homeland Security 
November 25, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Pursuant to section 1502 of the Home-

land Security Act of 2002, I submit here-
with the enclosed Reorganization Plan for 
the Department of Homeland Security. The 
Reorganization Plan provides information 
concerning the elements identified in sec-
tion 1502(b), and is subject to modification 
pursuant to section 1502(d) of the Act. In 
accordance with section 1502(a) of the Act, 
please transmit this Reorganization Plan to 
the appropriate congressional committees. 

The details of this Plan are set forth in 
the enclosed letter from the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. I 
concur with his comments and observa-
tions. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. 
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Statement on Signing the Maritime Transportation Security Act of 2002 
November 25, 2002 

Today I have signed into law S. 1214, 
the ‘‘Maritime Transportation Security Act 
of 2002.’’ This Act will strengthen security 
at our Nation’s seaports by requiring com-
prehensive security plans for U.S. ports and 
mandating improved identification and 
screening of seaport personnel. 

Certain provisions of the Act, including 
sections 102, 103(b), 110(c)(4), and 112(4), 
purport to require an executive branch offi-
cial to submit recommendations to the 
Congress. The executive branch shall con-
strue such provisions in a manner con-
sistent with the President’s constitutional 
authority to supervise the unitary executive 
branch. Moreover, to the extent such provi-
sions of the Act would require submission 
of legislative recommendations, they would 
impermissibly impinge upon the President’s 
constitutional authority to submit only those 
legislative recommendations that he judges 
to be necessary and expedient. Accordingly, 
the executive branch shall construe such 
provisions as requiring submission of legis-
lative recommendations only where the 
President judges them necessary and expe-
dient. 

Section 102 of the Act adds a new sec-
tion 70109 to title 46 of the United States 

Code. This provision purports to require 
one of my subordinates to notify foreign 
officials of certain findings and recommend 
antiterrorism measures to them. The con-
stitutional authority of the President over 
foreign affairs necessarily entails discretion 
over these matters, and so the executive 
branch shall interpret this provision as 
precatory. 

Section 102 of the Act also adds a new 
section 70112 to title 46. Section 
70112(a)(1)(B) purports to authorize an ad-
visory committee in the executive branch 
to make available to the Congress rec-
ommendations that the committee makes 
to the Secretary of the Department in 
which the Coast Guard is operating. The 
executive branch shall construe this provi-
sion in a manner consistent with the Presi-
dent’s constitutional authority to supervise 
the unitary executive branch and to protect 
the deliberative processes of the Executive. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
November 25, 2002. 

NOTE: S. 1214, approved November 25, was 
assigned Public Law No. 107–295. 

Remarks on Signing the Terrorism Risk Insurance Act of 2002 
November 26, 2002 

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thank 
you. Good morning, and welcome to the 
White House. Today we’re taking action to 
strengthen America’s economy, to build 
confidence with America’s investors, and to 
create jobs for America’s workers. The Ter-
rorism Risk Insurance Act will provide cov-
erage for catastrophic losses from potential 
terrorist attacks. Should terrorists strike 

America again, we have a system in place 
to address financial losses and get our econ-
omy back on its feet as quickly as possible. 
With this new law, builders and investors 
can begin construction in real estate 
projects that have been stalled for too long 
and get our hardhats back to work. 

I appreciate members of my Cabinet 
who are here who worked on this bill, Paul 

2132 



e Aug 04 2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00981 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.021 193761

Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Nov. 26 

O’Neill and Don Evans and Elaine Chao. 
Thank you all for coming. 

I appreciate the Members of Congress 
who are here, particularly those on the 
stage with me who worked hard to get the 
bill passed: Chairman Paul Sarbanes; Chris 
Dodd from Connecticut, who did a lot of 
work to get the bill done; Senator Harry 
Reid worked hard on this piece of legisla-
tion as well. I appreciate Chairman Mike 
Oxley from the House, who also worked, 
along with Senator Dodd, to get this impor-
tant piece of legislation passed. Mike, thank 
you for your leadership on this issue. As 
well, we’re joined by other key players from 
the House of Representatives, Sue Kelly, 
Chris Shays, John LaFalce, and Ken Bent-
sen. These Members of Congress put the 
interests of the country ahead of partisan-
ship, and as a result of their hard work, 
I’m able to sign the bill today. I want to 
thank you for your leadership. 

I also want to thank the union leaders 
who are here today, people with whom 
we’ve worked hard to get this done, leaders 
who put the interest of their membership 
right on the line. Doug McCarron—appre-
ciate your leadership, Doug. He’s the gen-
eral president of the United Brotherhood 
of Carpenters and Joiners. Frank Hanley 
is the general president of the International 
Union of Operating Engineers, is with us 
today. Joe Hunt is the general president 
of the Ironworkers International union; Ed 
Sullivan, who is the president of the Build-
ing and Construction Trades Department 
of the AF of L–CIO; Terry O’Sullivan, who 
is the general president of the Laborers 
International Union of North America. 

I appreciate the workers from the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners and 
Ironworkers and the Building and Con-
struction Trade Department of the AFL– 
CIO, who are with us today representing 
thousands of people who are going to go 
back to work, thanks to this piece of legisla-
tion. Thanks for your leadership, and thanks 
for your presence. 

The attacks of September the 11th, 2001, 
devastated lives, leveled buildings, and seri-
ously, seriously disrupted our economy. 
Businesses suffered. The stock market halt-
ed trading. Many insurance companies 
stopped covering builders and real estate 
owners against the risk of attack. Premiums 
skyrocketed; protections were diminished. 
Across America, hospitals and office build-
ings and malls and museums and construc-
tion jobs and many transportation compa-
nies have had difficulty finding terrorism 
insurance. 

More than $15 billion in real estate 
transactions have been canceled or put on 
hold because owners and investors could 
not obtain the insurance protection they 
need. Commercial construction is at a 6-
year low, and thousands of hardhat workers 
have been kept off the job. Commercial 
mortgage-backed securities have seen their 
bond ratings lowered, hurting many Ameri-
cans invested in the bond market, including 
teachers and police officers and firefighters, 
who have lost money in their pension plans. 

By helping to ensure that terrorism in-
surance is affordable and available, the Ter-
rorism Risk Insurance Act will permit many 
construction projects to move forward and 
to help this economy grow. Billions of dol-
lars in investments will be more secure. 
The Nation’s hardhats will get back to 
work, being able to put food on the table 
for their families. Investors in markets will 
have greater confidence that our economy 
is strong enough to withstand a future at-
tack, and that’s important. 

This new law will also help the economy 
in the legal system by discouraging abusive 
lawsuits. Civil cases resulting from a ter-
rorist attack will be combined in a single 
Federal court. Lawyers will be prevented 
from shopping for courts with a reputation 
for outrageous awards. Judgments and rul-
ings will be more consistent. 

It’s important for our taxpayers to under-
stand that taxpayer dollars will not be used 
to pay punitive damages. I’m grateful to 
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the Members of Congress who put the in-
terest of the workers and taxpayers ahead 
of lawyers. I look forward to working with 
the new Congress on stronger measures to 
prevent abusive lawsuits. And today I’m 
taking steps to ensure that no taxpayer dol-
lar will be spent on legal settlements with-
out the approval of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. The Secretary will work to ensure 
that settlements are fair to victims, not 
windfalls for the legal class of America. 

The act of Congress I sign today will 
encourage greater competition in the insur-
ance market and add strength to our econ-
omy. But there’s more to do. I’ll work with 
Democrats and Republicans in the next 
Congress to pass a growth-and-jobs package 
early next year. My Administration is deter-
mined to make America safer, to make our 
economy stronger, and we’re making 
progress on both fronts. 

America has entered a new kind of war, 
requiring aggressive action abroad and ac-
tive defense at home. Yesterday I signed 
into law the new Department of Homeland 
Security, to organize our Government for 
the long-term challenge of protecting 
America. Today, with terrorism insurance, 
we’re defending America by making our 
economy more secure. Both these achieve-
ments show the unity of our Nation in a 
time of testing and our resolve to lead 
America to a better day. 

I’m now pleased to sign the Terrorism 
Risk Insurance Act of 2002. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:30 a.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. H.R. 
3210, approved November 26, was assigned 
Public Law No. 107–297. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. 

Memorandum on Implementation of the Terrorism Risk Insurance Act of 

November 26, 2002 

Memorandum for the Secretary of the 
Treasury 

I hereby direct you to exercise your au-
thority under the Terrorism Risk Insurance 
Act of 2002 to propose a rule that would 
require an insurer to obtain your advance 

approval of any proposed settlement of 
causes of action described in section 107 
arising out of or resulting from an act of 
terrorism. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Remarks at the Thanksgiving Turkey Presentation Ceremony 
November 26, 2002 

Good afternoon, and welcome to the 
Rose Garden. I’m glad you all are here. 

I see the turkey standing there. [Laugh-
ter] He looks a little nervous, doesn’t he? 
[Laughter] He probably thinks he’s going 
to have a press conference. [Laughter] 

I really appreciate you coming to watch 
me give this bird a Presidential pardon. 
I’m especially glad to see all the young 
people who are here. Thank you for com-
ing—and such wonderful looking costumes. 
We welcome the Boys and Girls Clubs, the 
Boy Scouts, and school students from the 
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Washington, DC, area. Thanks for coming 
to the White House. 

I wish my dog Barney was here. [Laugh-
ter] But I’m afraid Barney would have met 
his match with that turkey. [Laughter] So 
we kept him inside. 

want to thank the Secretary of 
Agriculture for coming. Ann, it’s great to 
see you. I appreciate all our distinguished 
guests for being here. I particularly want 
to thank Ron Prestage, who is the chairman 
of the National Turkey Federation. It turns 
out his dad, Bill, was the chairman of the 
National Turkey Federation. We kind of 
like father-and-son combos around here. 
[Laughter] It’s also good to have Alice 
Johnson with us as well. Thank you all for 
coming. 

The Thanksgiving proclamation which I 
signed this morning is a Presidential tradi-
tion which began with George Washington. 
The days of Thanksgiving are an American 
tradition. We’ve observed this tradition 
since the Pilgrims. Americans have always 
been a grateful people: We’re grateful for 
our freedom; we’re grateful for our fami-
lies; we’re grateful for our beautiful coun-
try. Each year at Thanksgiving, we gather 
in that spirit to count our blessings and 
to share those blessings with our families 
and with others. 

On this holiday, American families will 
be thinking of loved ones far from home, 
especially members of our military, who de-
fend our country. We remember those in 
other lands who suffer under oppression, 

who long for freedom, and we pray that 
they might one day live in a world at peace 
and in a free society. And in this Nation 
of many faiths, we ask that the almighty 
God continue to bless us and to watch over 
us. 

And now, as we look to our national day 
of Thanksgiving, I have the honor of car-
rying out an important Presidential tradi-
tion. The bird’s name is Katie. [Laughter] 
Ron, it was awfully nice of you to name 
that bird after your daughter. It’s a high 
honor to be named—to have that turkey 
named after your child. And it’s a fine look-
ing turkey. [Laughter] 

By virtue of this pardon, Katie is on her 
way not to the dinner table but to Kidwell 
Farm in Herndon, Virginia. There she’ll 
live out her days as safe and comfortable 
as she can be. 

Thank you all for coming. Happy 
Thanksgiving. I look forward to having a 
conversation with Katie. Let’s do it. 

[At this point, the President greeted audi-
ence members.] 

All right, thank you all for coming. 
Happy Thanksgiving. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:26 p.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Alice Johnson, presi-
dent, National Turkey Federation. The 
Thanksgiving Day proclamation of Novem-
ber 21 is listed in Appendix D at the end 
of this volume. 

Message on the Observance of Hanukkah, 2002 
November 26, 2002 

I am pleased to send greetings to every-
one celebrating Hanukkah, the festival of 
lights. 

For eight days and nights, Hanukkah 
commemorates the rededication of the 
Holy Temple in Jerusalem and the ancient 

story of Israel’s courageous faith. In a vic-
torious struggle against their oppressors, the 
Maccabees heroically overcame enormous 
odds to liberate the ancient kingdom of 
Israel. Hanukkah reminds us that faith can 

2135 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00984 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.021 193761

Nov. 26 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

give us the strength to overcome oppres-
sion. Today, the spirit of the Maccabees 
continues to live and thrive among the Jew-
ish people and in the State of Israel. 

During the eight days of Hanukkah, Jews 
throughout the world gather with family 
and friends to rejoice and celebrate. Each 
night, they light a branch of the menorah 
to commemorate the miracle of the lamp 
that, with only enough oil for one day, 
burned in the ancient Temple for eight 
days. The festival of lights culminates on 
the eighth night when all the candles burn 
in unity, symbolizing the eternal light of 

the Temple and the long-standing struggle 
of the Jewish people against adversity. 

Americans join in thanking God for our 
blessings and renew our commitment to the 
values of faith, family, and community that 
make us strong. The candles of Hanukkah 
remind us that in the face of darkness, 
goodness will prevail. 

Laura joins me in sending our best wish-
es for a joyous Hanukkah. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Memorandum on the Establishment of the Department of Homeland 
Security 
November 26, 2002 

Memorandum to Federal Employees 

Yesterday I signed into law legislation to 
create the new Department of Homeland 
Security. It will unite our efforts under one 
roof and behind one primary mission: to 
protect the American people from another 
terrorist attack. 

Achieving that goal is my highest and 
most urgent priority as President. Our suc-
cess is made possible by the hard work 
and unwavering dedication you’ve shown 
before and after September 11th. Ameri-
cans owe you their gratitude for helping 
to keep their families safe and their com-
munities secure. 

As you know, the Department of Home-
land Security will focus on three critical 
objectives to: 

• Prevent terrorist attacks within the 
United States; 

• Reduce America’s vulnerability to ter-
rorism; and 

• Minimize the damage from potential 
attacks and natural disasters. 

We will form the new Department as 
soon as possible. Under the terms of the 

initial plan I sent to the Congress, nearly 
all the affected agencies would be brought 
together on March 1 of next year. 

We are assembling a great leadership 
team, made up of proven decision-makers 
who know how to get the job done. They 
share your vision and commitment to a 
more secure homeland. I intend to nomi-
nate Governor Tom Ridge to serve as Sec-
retary of the new Department of Homeland 
Security, Mr. Gordon England to serve as 
Deputy Secretary, and Mr. Asa Hutchinson 
to serve as Under Secretary for Border and 
Transportation Security. 

Many of you are familiar with Governor 
Tom Ridge. As the Nation’s first Homeland 
Security Advisor, he exercised tremendous 
leadership on a complex, multifaceted 
topic. For him, homeland security is a na-
tional effort, not simply a Federal one. 
Governor Ridge served as Governor of 
Pennsylvania for almost 6 years. Prior to 
that he was elected six times to the United 
States House of Representatives with over-
whelming majorities. He is also a decorated 
Vietnam veteran. Governor Ridge has 
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earned my trust and the trust of the Amer-
ican people. He will make a great Secretary 
of the Department of Homeland Security. 

Secretary of the Navy Gordon England 
will leave his position to serve as Deputy 
Secretary of the Department of Homeland 
Security. Prior to his time at the Depart-
ment of the Navy, Secretary England 
served as executive vice president of Gen-
eral Dynamics Corporation from 1997– 
2001. In addition to his background in 
mergers and acquisitions, his private sector 
experience includes management experi-
ence at Combat Systems Group, General 
Dynamics Fort Worth aircraft company, 
and General Dynamics Land Systems. He 
is a graduate of the University of Maryland 
and the M.J. Neeley School of Business 
at Texas Christian University. 

Asa Hutchinson currently serves as Ad-
ministrator of Drug Enforcement (DEA). 
As head of DEA, Administrator Hutchinson 

has focused his efforts at dismantling high-
profile drug trafficking organizations includ-
ing the Arellano Felix organization. Prior 
to his tenure at DEA, Administrator Hutch-
inson served for three terms in the United 
States House of Representatives where he 
served on the House Judiciary Committee 
and Select Committee on Intelligence. 

Once again, thank you for your dedica-
tion and commitment to homeland security 
and to our great country. During this time 
of transition it is extremely important that 
you continue to stay focused on your im-
portant duties and responsibilities. I appre-
ciate all that you have done—and all that 
we are about to do together during this 
historic chapter in our Nation’s history. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: H.R. 5005, approved November 25, 
was assigned Public Law No. 107–296. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Achieving 
Militarily Significant Benchmarks for a Sustainable Peace in Kosovo 
November 26, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Pursuant to section 1212 of the Floyd 

D. Spence National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2001, Public Law 106– 
398, I hereby submit a report, prepared 
by my Administration, on the progress 
made in achieving the militarily significant 
benchmarks for conditions that would 
achieve a sustainable peace in Kosovo and 
ultimately allow for the withdrawal of the 
United States military presence in Kosovo. 

The term ‘‘militarily significant’’ relates 
to tasks and objectives significant from a 
military standpoint that once accomplished 
would allow for withdrawal of military 
forces from Kosovo. In the establishment 
of the Kosovo benchmarks, four critical 
tasks for NATO forces were identified: 
military stability, public security, border/ 

boundary issues, and war crimes/Inter-
national Criminal Tribunal for the Former 
Yugoslavia support. Objectives for these 
tasks were drawn from United Nations Se-
curity Council Resolution 1244, the NATO 
Operations Plan, the Military Technical 
Agreement, and the Kosovo Liberation 
Army Undertaking. 

I anticipate that KFOR—and U.S. par-
ticipation in it—will gradually reduce in 
size as public security conditions improve 
and Kosovars assume increasing responsi-
bility for their own self-government. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den- dent of the Senate. This letter was released 
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep- by the Office of the Press Secretary on No-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi- vember 27. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the National 
Emergency With Respect to the Lapse of the Export Administration Act 
of 1979 
November 26, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
As required by section 204(c) of the 

International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1703(c)) and section 401(c) 
of the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 
1641(c)), I transmit herewith a 6-month re-
port prepared by my Administration on the 
national emergency declared by Executive 
Order 13222 of August 17, 2001, to deal 
with the threat to the national security, for-
eign policy, and economy of the United 

States caused by the lapse of the Export 
Administration Act of 1979. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on No-
vember 27. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the National 
Emergency With Respect to Burma 
November 26, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c), I am providing a 6-month 
periodic report prepared by my Administra-
tion on the national emergency with respect 
to Burma that was declared in Executive 
Order 13047 of May 20, 1997. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on No-
vember 27. 
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Remarks on Signing the Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2003 
November 27, 2002 

Thank you all for coming. Please be seat-
ed. Today I sign an act of Congress author-
izing intelligence programs vital to our se-
curity and creating a national commission 
to investigate the events of September the 
11th, 2001, and the years that led up to 
that event. This commission will help me 
and future Presidents to understand the 
methods of America’s enemies and the na-
ture of the threats we face. 

Today I’m pleased to announce my 
choice for commission Chairman, Dr. 
Henry Kissinger. Dr. Kissinger is one of 
our Nation’s most accomplished and re-
spected public servants. He worked here 
at the White House as National Security 
Adviser, represented America abroad as the 
Secretary of State for two Presidents. He 
is a distinguished author, academic, Army 
veteran, and winner of the Nobel Peace 
Prize. He’s also spent much of his life in 
New York, feels deeply the loss that came 
to that city and to our country. Dr. Kis-
singer will bring broad experience, clear 
thinking, and careful judgment to this im-
portant task. 

Mr. Secretary, thank you for returning 
to the service of your Nation. 

Dr. Kissinger and I share the same com-
mitments. His investigation should carefully 
examine all the evidence and follow all the 
facts, wherever they lead. We must uncover 
every detail and learn every lesson of Sep-
tember the 11th. My administration will 
continue to act on the lessons we’ve 
learned so far to better protect the people 
of this country. It’s our most solemn duty. 

I want to thank the congressional leaders 
for their work on this commission and on 
the broader legislation as well. The law I 
sign today directs new funds and new focus 
to the task of collecting vital intelligence 
on terrorist threats and on weapons of mass 
production—weapons proliferation. In a pe-
riod of rapidly changing dangers, we will 

continue to work with the Congress to get 
the resources we need to gather informa-
tion so we can better defend America. 

I want to thank the Members of Con-
gress who are with us today, who worked 
hard to make this commission a reality: 
Senator Joe Lieberman—thank you, Sen-
ator; Congressman Porter Goss; Tim Roe-
mer; Chris Shays; and Chris Smith—all dis-
tinguished Members of the United States 
Congress, all who join thousands of Ameri-
cans who refuse to forget that which took 
place on September the 11th, 2001. 

Above all, I want to thank the family 
members of the people who were killed 
on September the 11th, family members 
who are here today and others around the 
country. In working for this commission, 
you have been motivated by a noble goal: 
You want to spare other Americans the 
kind of suffering you faced. I appreciate 
that sentiment. America is grateful. 

The Nation’s families gather during holi-
days. You need to know that there’s a lot 
of people who continue to pray for you. 
There’s a lot of people that you’ve never 
seen before—you don’t have any ideas of 
what their names are—they share your 
grief. I hope that provides some comfort. 

September the 11th marked a dividing 
line in the life of our Nation. The events 
of a single morning dramatically dem-
onstrated America’s vulnerability to the 
threats of a new era. Oceans that separated 
us from other continents no longer separate 
us from danger. America’s enemies are still 
determined to inflict great harm. We have 
a duty—a solemn duty—to do everything 
we can to protect this country. 

We’ve acted to reduce the Nation’s 
vulnerabilities. We’re stepping up security 
and transportation systems at port of entries 
and on our borders. We’ve made important 
reforms in Federal law enforcement, ensur-
ing that the FBI’s primary focus now is 

2139 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00988 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.021 193761

Nov. 27 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

the prevention of future attack. We’re 
doing a better job of sharing information 
among agencies. By legislation I signed this 
week, we’ve created a Department of 
Homeland Security to involve the largest 
reorganization of the Federal Government 
in more than a half a century, with the 
goal of protecting America. 

And overseas we’re chasing the killers 
down, one person at a time—one at a time. 
Slowly but surely, we’re dismantling the Al 
Qaida network. There is no cave dark 
enough or deep enough to hide from the 
justice of the United States of America. 
And it doesn’t matter how long it takes; 
this Nation will stay on course to find them, 
to bring them to justice, to make sure 
America’s homeland is secure. 

These essential steps do not complete 
our work, and that’s important for America 
to know. In the war against terror, our goal 
is to take every measure that is necessary, 
to gather all information that is available 
and gain every advantage that is possible. 
An aggressive investigation into September 
the 11th, with a responsible concern for 
sensitive information that will allow us to 
win the war on terror, will contribute to 
the security of this country. 

This commission’s findings may show a 
need for further reform in intelligence 
gathering and other areas. I’m confident 
that under Dr. Kissinger’s leadership, the 
commission’s work will be thorough. The 
recommendations will be helpful and use-
ful. 

I also hope that the commission will act 
quickly and issue its report prior to the 
18-month deadline embodied in the legisla-
tion. After all, if there’s changes that need 
to be made, we need to know them as 
soon as possible, for the security of our 
country. The sooner we have the commis-
sion’s conclusions, the sooner this adminis-
tration will act on them. 

And as a people, Americans are always 
looking forward. As a nation, we’re working 
every day to build a future that is peaceful 
and secure. To reach this goal we must 
learn all about the past that we can. So 
with this commission we have formed 
today, America will learn more about the 
evil that was done to us, and the under-
standing we will gain will serve us for years 
to come. This commission is not only im-
portant for this administration; this commis-
sion will be important for future adminis-
trations, until the world is secure from the 
evildoers that hate what we stand for. 

I ask the Members of Congress that are 
here today to please come up and join me 
as I sign this important legislation. 

May God bless the families of those who 
suffered on September the 11th. May God 
bless you today. May God bless you for 
long days to come, and may God continue 
to bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:58 a.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. 
H.R. 4628, approved November 27, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107–306. 

Statement on Signing the Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2003 
November 27, 2002 

Today I have signed into law H.R. 4628, 
the ‘‘Intelligence Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2003,’’ which authorizes appropria-
tions to fund United States intelligence ac-
tivities, including activities essential to suc-
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the facts and causes relating to the Sep-
tember 11th terrorist attacks. The Commis-
sion will build upon the work of the con-
gressional joint inquiries to carefully exam-
ine the circumstances surrounding the at-
tacks and the lessons to be learned from 
them. I expect that the Commission’s final 
report will contain important recommenda-
tions for steps that can be taken to improve 
our preparedness for and response to ter-
rorist attacks in the future. 

The executive branch shall implement 
sections 325, 334, and 826 of the Act, and 
section 8H(g)(1)(A) of the Inspector Gen-
eral Act of 1978 as enacted by section 825 
of the Act, relating to submission of rec-
ommendations to the Congress, in a man-
ner consistent with the President’s constitu-
tional authority to supervise the unitary ex-
ecutive branch. 

Many provisions of the Act, including 
section 342 and title VIII, establish new 
requirements for the executive branch to 
disclose sensitive information. As I have 

noted in signing last year’s Intelligence Au-
thorization Act and other similar legislation, 
the executive branch shall construe such 
provisions in a manner consistent with the 
President’s constitutional authority to with-
hold information the disclosure of which 
could impair foreign relations, the national 
security, the deliberative processes of the 
Executive, or the performance of the Ex-
ecutive’s constitutional duties. 

The executive branch shall construe sub-
sections 501(d) and (e), relating to the 
number and activities of military personnel 
deployed abroad, in a manner consistent 
with the President’s constitutional authority 
as Commander in Chief of the Armed 
Forces. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
November 27, 2002. 

NOTE: H.R. 4628, approved November 27, 
was assigned Public Law No. 107–306. 

Videotaped Remarks for the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade 
November 28, 2002 

Good morning. As we gather to celebrate 
Thanksgiving, let us remember to share our 
blessings and make this holiday season a 
time for giving to those in need. By helping 
a neighbor, we serve our Nation, and we 
serve a cause greater than self-interest. Ev-
eryone can do something. And through the 
USA Freedom Corps, you can find ways 
to help at a school, a food pantry, or any 
other organization near you. 

Macy’s and NBC join me in wishing you 
a happy Thanksgiving, and we ask you to 

make this holiday the start of a season of 
service. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President’s remarks were 
videotaped at 3:10 p.m. on November 12 in 
the Map Room at the White House for 
broadcast during the telecast of the Novem-
ber 28 parade. The transcript was released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on No-
vember 26. The Thanksgiving Day proclama-
tion of November 21 is listed in Appendix 
D at the end of this volume. 
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Statement on Terrorist Attacks in Israel and Kenya 
November 28, 2002 

I condemn, in the strongest possible 
terms, the terrorist attacks today at the 
Likud Party polling place in northern Israel 
and the Paradise Hotel in Mombasa, 
Kenya, as well as the attempted attack on 
a civilian airliner shortly after it took off 
from Mombasa’s international airport. I 
want to extend my condolences to the vic-
tims and their families, and to the govern-
ments and peoples of Israel and Kenya. 
Today’s attacks underscore the continuing 
willingness of those opposed to peace to 

commit horrible crimes. Those who seek 
peace must do everything in their power 
to dismantle the infrastructure of terror 
that makes such actions possible. The 
United States remains firmly committed, 
with its partners around the world, to the 
fight against terror and those who commit 
these heinous acts. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this statement. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting an Alternative Plan for 
Locality Pay Increases for Civilian Federal Employees 
November 27, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
I am transmitting an alternative plan for 

locality pay increases payable to civilian 
Federal employees covered by the General 
Schedule (GS) pay system in January 2003. 

Under title 5, United States Code, civil-
ian Federal employees covered by the GS 
pay system would receive a two-part pay 
increase in January 2003: (1) a 3.1 percent 
across-the-board increase in scheduled GS 
rates of basic pay linked to the part of 
the Employment Cost Index (ECI) that 
deals with changes in the wages and salaries 
of private industry workers, and (2) a local-
ity pay increase based on Bureau of Labor 
Statistics’ salary surveys. For Federal em-
ployees covered by the locality pay system, 
the overall average pay increase would be 
about 18.6 percent. 

For each part of the two-part pay in-
crease, title 5, United States Code, author-
izes me to implement an alternative pay 
plan if I view the adjustment that would 
otherwise take effect as inappropriate due 
to ‘‘national emergency or serious economic 

conditions affecting the general welfare.’’ 
For the reasons described below, I have 
determined that it would be appropriate 
to exercise my statutory alternative plan au-
thority to limit the locality pay portion of 
the January 2003 GS pay increase. 

A national emergency has existed since 
September 11, 2001. Full statutory civilian 
pay increases in 2003 would interfere with 
our Nation’s ability to pursue the war on 
terrorism. They would cost about $13.6 bil-
lion in 2003 alone—$11.2 billion more than 
the 2.6 percent overall Federal civilian pay 
increase I proposed in my 2003 Budget— 
and would build in later years. Such cost 
increases would threaten our efforts against 
terrorism or force deep cuts in discre-
tionary spending or Federal employment to 
stay within budget. Neither outcome is ac-
ceptable. Therefore, I have determined that 
a total pay increase of 3.1 percent would 
be appropriate for GS employees in January 
2003. 

Because 5 U.S.C. 5303 already mandates 
an across-the-board GS pay increase of 3.1 

2142 



e Aug 04 2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00991 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.022 193761

Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Nov. 30 

percent in January 2003, GS locality-based 
comparability payments under 5 U.S.C. 
5304 must remain at current levels. While 
my Administration remains committed to 
the principle of adjusting civilian Federal 
pay rates in keeping with changes in local 
labor market rates, our national situation 
precludes granting larger pay increases to 
GS employees at this time. 

Accordingly, I have determined that: 
(1) Under the authority of section 

5303(a) of title 5, United States Code, the 
pay rates for each statutory pay system will 
be increased by 3.1 percent, effective on 
the first day of the first applicable pay pe-
riod beginning on or after January 1, 2003; 
and 

(2) Under the authority of section 5304a 
of title 5, United States Code, locality-
based comparability payments in the per-
centages set forth in the attached table will 
remain in effect in 2003. 

Finally, the law requires that I include 
in this report an assessment of the impact 
of my decision on the Government’s ability 
to recruit and retain well-qualified employ-

The President’s Radio Address 
November 30, 2002 

Good morning. This week, all across 
America, we gather with the people we love 
to give thanks for the blessings in our lives. 
Each family has its own traditions, yet we 
are united as a nation in setting aside a 
day of gratitude. We are grateful for the 
freedoms we enjoy, grateful for the loved 
ones who give meaning to our lives, and 
grateful for the many gifts of this pros-
perous land. On Thanksgiving we acknowl-
edge that all of these things, and life itself, 
come not from the hand of man but from 
Almighty God. 

The blessings we have received take on 
special meaning in this time of challenge 
for our country. Over the last year, millions 

ees. I do not believe this decision will ma-
terially affect our ability to continue to at-
tract and retain a quality Federal work-
force. Inflation, as measured by the Con-
sumer Price Index, is at 2.1 percent, well 
below the 3.1 percent across-the-board pay 
increase already mandated by current law, 
and Federal quit rates are at an all-time 
low of 2.1 percent per year, well below 
the overall average quit rate in private en-
terprise. Should the need arise, the Gov-
ernment has many compensation tools, such 
as recruitment bonuses, retention allow-
ances, and special salary rates, to maintain 
the high-quality workforce that serves our 
Nation so very well. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on No-
vember 29. 

of Americans have found renewed apprecia-
tion for our liberty and for the men and 
women who serve in its defense. We have 
held our family and our friends closer, 
spending more time together, and letting 
them know we love them. 

Taking time to count our own blessings 
reminds us that many people struggle every 
day—men, women, and children facing 
hunger, homelessness, illness, addiction, or 
despair. These are not strangers. They are 
fellow Americans needing comfort, love, 
and compassion. I ask all Americans to con-
sider how you can give someone in need 
a reason to be thankful in this holiday sea-
son and throughout the year. 
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It’s easy to get started and to have an 
immediate impact. Volunteering your time 
at a soup kitchen, teaching a child to read, 
visiting a patient in the hospital, or taking 
a meal to an elderly neighbor or a shut-
in are all simple acts of compassion that 
can brighten someone’s life. Every act of 
love and generosity, however small it may 
seem, is significant. Every time you reach 
out to a neighbor in need, you touch a 
life, you improve your community, and you 
strengthen our Nation. 

Earlier this year, I created the USA 
Freedom Corps office in the White House 
to harness the power of millions of acts 
of charity, compassion, and love to make 
America a better place. I hope you’ll con-
sider joining the armies of compassion and 
dedicating time and energy and service to 
others. I’m so proud of the millions of 
Americans who have answered the call to 
service, enriching the lives of others with 
acts of kindness. It is a testament to the 
good heart and the giving spirit of the 
American people. 

There’s no better time than this season 
of Thanksgiving to renew our commitment 
to helping those in need. The USA Free-
dom Corps web site— 
usafreedomcorps.gov—is a wonderful place 
to get started. This resource offers valuable 
information about service opportunities in 
your hometown, across America, and 
around the world. You can also get infor-
mation by calling 1–877–USA–CORPS. 

Take the time to find out how you can 
help your fellow Americans and make this 
holiday season a season of service. 

Happy Thanksgiving, and thank you for 
listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:15 p.m. 
on November 26 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
November 30. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
November 29 but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Remarks on Signing the North American Wetlands Conservation 
Reauthorization Act 
December 2, 2002 

The President. Please be seated. Thank 
you. Glad you’re here. Welcome to the 
White House. 

Today we’re taking important action to 
conserve North America’s wetlands, which 
will help keep our water clean and help 
provide habitat for hundreds of species of 
wildlife. Through this legislation, the Fed-
eral Government will continue its partner-
ship with landowners, conservation groups, 
and States to save and improve millions 
of acres of wetlands. The North American 
Wetlands Conservation Reauthorization Act 
shows our concern for the environment and 
our respect for future generations of Amer-
icans. 

I appreciate two members of my Cabinet 
who are here today. I’m honored the Sec-
retary of the Interior, Gale Norton, is with 
us, the Secretary of Agriculture, Ann 
Veneman. Thank you both for coming. 

I appreciate the Ambassador, Ambas-
sador Kergin from Canada, for being here 
as well. Mr. Ambassador, glad you’re here. 
Thanks for coming. 

I want to thank Bob Smith, Senator from 
New Hampshire, for being here and for 
his work on this bill. I want to thank Wayne 
Gilchrest from Maryland—he’s got a big 
interest in wetlands as well as the Chesa-
peake Bay—for coming here. I appreciate 
so very much Robert Underwood, ranking 
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member from Guam, for coming. I’m sorry 
that Jim Hansen is not with us today. He 
was the chairman of the House Committee 
on Resources, who helped write and spon-
sor and get this legislation passed through 
the Congress. 

I appreciate Steve Williams, who is the 
director of the Fish and Wildlife Service, 
for coming today. Where are you, Steve? 
There you are. Thanks for coming. 

And I want to thank the president of 
Ducks Unlimited, John Tomke; thanks for 
coming, John. I’m glad you all are here. 
And I want to thank you all for coming 
as well. 

With this signature today, the North 
American Wetlands Conservation Act will 
be reauthorized for 5 years. The law au-
thorizes Federal money to match donations 
from sportsmen, State wildlife agencies, 
conservationists, and landowners. Since 
1991, more than $462 million in Federal 
grants have helped to encourage $1.3 bil-
lion in contributions from others. Together 
these funds have restored streams and riv-
ers, reestablished native plants and trees, 

acquired land that is home to more than 
a third of America’s threatened and endan-
gered species. 

Because about 75 percent of the wet-
lands are held privately, we need to encour-
age cooperation with our landowners. This 
legislation shows that when Government 
and landowners and conservationists and 
others work together, we can make dra-
matic progress in preserving the beauty and 
the quality of our environment. 

I want to thank the Congress for sup-
porting this legislation. And I ask the Mem-
bers of the Congress and the two Cabinet 
members who are here today to join me 
as I sign this important piece of legislation. 
[At this point, the President signed the bill.] 

The President. Thank you. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:30 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building. In his remarks, he 
referred to Canadian Ambassador to the U.S. 
Michael Kergin. H.R. 3908, approved De-
cember 2, was assigned Public Law No. 107– 
308. 

Remarks on Signing the Bob Stump National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2003 in Arlington, Virginia 
December 2, 2002 

Thank you, Mr. Secretary. And thank you 
for your leadership. Thank you for your 
candor. Thank you—you’re doing a fabu-
lous job on behalf of the American people. 
It’s an honor for me to be here today with 
the leaders of our military, the good folks 
who are serving our country, to sign the 
2003 defense authorization bill. 

We’re a nation at war. America must un-
derstand we’re at war. But those who wear 
the uniform must understand how proud 
all of America is for your service to our 
great country. On behalf of a grateful na-
tion, I’m here to thank you. 

Our military is making good progress in 
this war. We’ve liberated an oppressed and 
friendless people. We’re hunting down the 
terrorists all across the globe. We’re per-
forming our missions with speed and skill. 
You have the strong, united support of this 
great land, and this bill should reflect the 
strong and united support of the United 
States Congress. 

And I want to thank the Members of 
the Congress who are here on stage, Sen-
ator Warner and Congressman Duncan 
Hunter. And Members of the Senate and 
the Congress who are with us, I want to 

2145 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00994 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.022 193761

Dec. 2 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

thank you for your good work on this im-
portant legislation. 

I appreciate so very much all those who 
work in the Secretary’s office who worked 
hard on this bill. I want to thank the Chair-
men of the Joint Chiefs who are here and 
the Vice Chairmen are with us and those 
who represent the enlisted personnel of our 
military. 

Most of all, I want to say a word about 
Bob Stump, Chairman Stump, who couldn’t 
be with us today, distinguished chairman 
of the Armed Services Committee, who has 
served our Nation well. He’s a dedicated 
public servant who has decided to retire. 
And as the Secretary said, this bill is appro-
priately named for this fine American. We 
will miss him, and we wish Bob and his 
family all the very best. 

I want to thank the service Secretaries 
who are here with us. And I want to thank 
you all for coming. 

The legislation I sign this afternoon was 
passed by Congress in a remarkable spirit 
of unity. It sets priorities of our Defense 
Department in a critical, critical period for 
our country. Our country has unprece-
dented challenges, and we’re facing them 
with unmatched technology, careful plan-
ning, and the finest traditions of valor. 

We’re rewarding the service and sacrifice 
of our military families with higher pay, 
improved facilities, and better housing. 
We’re procuring the best weapons we pos-
sibly can and the best equipment, while 
adding funds for operations and mainte-
nance as well. We’re investing in missile 
defenses and all new technologies we need 
to gain every advantage—every advantage— 
in the battlefields of the future. 

And since intelligence is playing a critical 
role in our ability to achieve military vic-
tory, this new law creates a new high-level 
position within the Department of Defense 
called the Under Secretary for Intelligence. 

This generation of Armed Forces has 
been given two difficult tasks, fighting and 
winning a war and, at the same time, trans-
forming our military to win the new kind 

of war. In the first stages of our fight 
against terror, we’ve already seen the future 
face of warfare, forces that are more agile 
and mobile and lethal, along with weapons 
that are smarter and tactics that are more 
inventive. These priorities are reflected in 
this year’s budget. You’ll see them reflected 
in every military budget I submit and sign 
as your President. 

America’s military is strong. And that’s 
the way it should be. Our Nation and the 
world are safer that way. Now and in the 
future, we will maintain a military that is 
second to none. And the greatest strength 
of America’s military is the cause we all 
serve. That cause is freedom in a world 
at peace. Today, that cause is being chal-
lenged by determined enemies. And we will 
not rest, and we will not relent until our 
freedom is secure. 

Our troops in Afghanistan remain en-
gaged in a difficult and dangerous mission. 
We’re hunting down trained killers. And 
that’s all they are, nothing but a bunch 
of coldblooded killers. We’re destroying 
their weapons. The Secretary reports to me 
in the White House that, day after day, 
we’re finding giant caches of weapons 
which we’re destroying. And while we hunt 
them down—hunt the killers down, we’ll 
continue to help the Afghan people as they 
work to build lives of dignity and lives of 
security. Afghanistan is no longer a safe 
haven for hijackers and bombmakers and 
assassins. Thanks to the United States mili-
tary, the terrorist training camps are closed. 
Many terrorists have met their fate in the 
caves and mountains of Afghanistan. Others 
are now in custody. 

Yet we know that many terrorists are still 
at large. They hide and they plot in over 
60 different countries. We face an enemy 
that’s attacked cities in America, embassies 
and airplanes in Africa, ships in the Gulf, 
tourists in Bali. This enemy lives like a 
parasite. They plot in shadows. They prey 
on failed states. And they ally themselves 
with outlaw regimes. 
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Defeating this enemy requires fighting a 
different kind of war, what we call the first 
war of the 21st century. We’re pursuing 
the terrorists wherever they dwell. It 
doesn’t matter where they hide; we’re after 
them, one by one. We follow them wher-
ever they run. They think they can run; 
they can’t run far enough from the long 
arm of justice of the United States. We’re 
freezing their finances. We’re disrupting 
their plots. We’re killing them or capturing 
them, one person at a time. That’s how 
you win the first war of the 21st century, 
a war we are going to win. 

Some of the successes in this war will 
make headlines, and sometimes you won’t 
even know about it. But all the terrorists 
can be certain of this: Their hour of justice 
will come. And that hour has already ar-
rived for an increasing number of field gen-
erals of the terrorist army. Recently, we 
took a guy named al-Nashiri into custody. 
Until last month he was the top Al Qaida 
operative, the top Al Qaida leader in the 
Gulf region. He was plotting and planning. 
But today this much is certain: He won’t 
be executing any more attacks against the 
United States and our friends like the at-
tack he masterminded against the U.S.S. 
Cole. 

Success in the war on terror will only 
come by taking every measure to protect 
innocent people from sudden and cata-
strophic violence. And we must oppose the 
threat of such violence from any source. 
We oppose the terror network and all who 
harbor and support the terrorists. And we 
oppose a uniquely dangerous regime that 
possesses the weapons of mass murder, has 
used those weapons, and could supply those 
weapons to terrorist networks. 

Saddam Hussein’s regime has a long his-
tory of aggression against his neighbors and 
hostility towards America. It has a long his-
tory of ties to terrorists. The dictator has 
a long history of seeking biological and 
chemical and nuclear weapons, even while 
U.N. inspectors were present in his coun-
try. Now the world has told him the game 

is over. The U.N. Security Council, the 
NATO Alliance, and the United States are 
united. Saddam Hussein will fully disarm 
himself of weapons of mass destruction, 
and if he does not, the United States will 
lead a coalition to disarm him. 

As the U.N. weapons inspections process 
gets underway, we must remember that in-
spections will not—will only work—will 
only work if Iraq fully complies. You see, 
the inspectors are not in Iraq to play hide-
and-seek with Mr. Saddam Hussein. In-
spectors do not have the duty or the ability 
to uncover terrible weapons hidden in a 
vast country. The responsibility of inspec-
tors is simply to confirm the evidence of 
voluntary and total disarmament. It is Sad-
dam Hussein who has the responsibility to 
provide that evidence as directed and in 
full. Any act of delay, deception, or defi-
ance will prove that Saddam Hussein has 
not adopted the path of compliance and 
has rejected the path of peace. 

In the inspections process, the United 
States will be making one judgment: Has 
Saddam Hussein changed his behavior of 
the last 11 years? Has he decided to co-
operate willingly and comply completely, or 
has he not? So far the signs are not encour-
aging. A regime that fires upon American 
and British pilots is not taking the path 
of compliance. A regime that sends letters 
filled with protests and falsehoods is not 
taking the path of compliance. 

On or before the 8th of December, Iraq 
must provide a full and accurate declaration 
of its weapons of mass destruction and bal-
listic missile programs. That declaration 
must be credible and complete, or the Iraqi 
dictator will have demonstrated to the 
world once again that he has chosen not 
to change his behavior. 

Americans seek peace in this world. 
We’re a peaceful nation. War is the last 
option for confronting threats. Yet the tem-
porary peace of denial and looking away 
from danger would only be a prelude to 
broader war and greater horror. America 
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will confront gathering dangers early, be-
fore our options become limited and des-
perate. By showing our resolve today, we 
are building a future of peace. 

In the decisions and missions to come, 
our military will carry the values of America 
and the hopes of the world. The people 
of Iraq, like all human beings, deserve their 
freedom. And the people of Afghanistan, 
with the help of the United States Armed 
Forces, have gained their freedom. 

One guardsman from Florida tells of 
meeting a member of the new Afghan na-
tional army. This Afghan soldier said he 
enlisted to honor the memory of his broth-
er who was killed by the Taliban and to 
ensure that his own son would live in free-
dom. The Florida guardsman wrote home 
that ‘‘being here makes me realize that peo-
ple are giving up their lives to have a frac-
tion of the freedoms we take for granted.’’ 
He said, ‘‘Talking to one soldier made me 
realize how lucky I am to have been born 
in the United States of America. I’m hon-

ored to have met an Afghan patriot,’’ he 
wrote. 

Every time I visit this building or any 
American base around the world, I’m hon-
ored to meet American patriots. The men 
and women of our military bring credit to 
our flag and security to our country. On 
behalf of the American people, I thank you 
for all you’ve done, for all you will do in 
the cause of freedom and the cause of 
peace. 

And now I’m pleased to sign the Bob 
Stump National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2003. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:30 p.m. in 
the auditorium at the Pentagon. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary of Defense 
Donald H. Rumsfeld, who introduced the 
President; and Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri, Al 
Qaida’s chief of operations for the Persian 
Gulf. H.R. 4546, approved December 2, was 
assigned Public Law No. 107–314. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a 
Spanish language transcript of these remarks. 

Statement on Signing the Bob Stump National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2003 
December 2, 2002 

Today I have signed into law H.R. 4546, 
the ‘‘Bob Stump National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2003.’’ The Act 
authorizes the funding necessary to protect 
the United States and advance its interests 
abroad. In particular, it authorizes the re-
sources necessary to continue the war 
against terrorists of global reach, to equip 
and train our Armed Forces for success 
in combat, and to support the members 
of the Armed Forces and their families with 
a substantial and fully merited increase in 
basic pay. The Act also grants new authori-
ties to the Department of Defense that will 
assist in transforming the armed forces to 
meet future challenges. 

A number of provisions of the Act estab-
lish new requirements for the executive 
branch to furnish sensitive information to 
the Congress on various subjects, including 
sections 221, 1043, 1065 (enacting 10 
U.S.C. 127b(f)(2)(C)(ii) and (iii)), 1205, 
1206, 1207, and 1209 (enacting section 722 
of Public Law 104–293). The executive 
branch shall construe such provisions in a 
manner consistent with the President’s con-
stitutional authority to withhold information 
the disclosure of which could impair for-
eign relations, the national security, the de-
liberative processes of the Executive, or the 
performance of the Executive’s constitu-
tional duties. 
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Many provisions of the Act call for exec-
utive branch officials to submit rec-
ommendations and plans to the Congress, 
including sections 112(b), 142(c), 221(c), 
231 (enacting 10 U.S.C. 196), 234(c), 
241(c)(3)(D), 366, 404(c), 513(e), 534(c), 
582, 721 (enacting 38 U.S.C. 8111(c)(4) 
and (f)(2)(C) and (F)), 723, 813, 924, 
1043(b)(2), 1061 (enacting 10 U.S.C. 113a), 
1207, 1208 (enacting section 1503(b)(8) of 
Public Law 103–337), 3141(e), 3143, 
3176(b)(4) and (d), and 3504(c)(4). The ex-
ecutive branch shall construe such provi-
sions in a manner consistent with the Presi-
dent’s constitutional authority to supervise 
the unitary executive branch. In addition, 
with respect to provisions that purport to 
require executive branch officials to submit 
legislative proposals to the Congress, in-
cluding sections 513(e), 813, 1061, and 
3143, the executive branch also shall con-
strue such provisions in a manner con-
sistent with the President’s constitutional 
authority to submit for the consideration 
of the Congress such measures as the Presi-
dent judges necessary and expedient. 

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 133(2)(B) of the Act as requiring only 
notification to the Congress and not any 
form of congressional approval following 
notification, as any other construction 
would be inconsistent with the constitu-
tional principles enunciated by the Su-
preme Court in 1983 in INS v. Chadha. 

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 2308(e)(1) of title 10 of the United 
States Code, as enacted by section 801 of 
the Act, as neither giving the force of law 
to any quantity set forth in a table, chart, 
or explanatory text in a joint explanatory 
statement of a House-Senate committee of 
conference or in any congressional com-
mittee report, nor requiring the exercise 
of waiver authority under section 2308 to 
acquire more than a quantity specified in 

such a table, chart, or explanatory text. 
Construing the section otherwise would not 
be consistent with the bicameralism and 
presentment requirements of the Constitu-
tion for the making of a law. 

The executive branch shall implement 
section 2323 of title 10 of the United States 
Code, as extended through fiscal year 2006 
by section 816 of the Act, in a manner 
consistent with the equal protection re-
quirements of the Due Process Clause of 
the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution. 

Section 242 of the Act vests authority 
to direct the provision of funds for des-
ignated projects, and to select certain 
projects for funding, in an official who is 
to be designated by the Under Secretary 
of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, 
and Logistics. Under the Constitution, such 
authority should be exercised only by offi-
cers of the United States appointed in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the Ap-
pointments Clause. Accordingly, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall ensure that the offi-
cial designated by the Under Secretary 
under this section is a duly appointed con-
stitutional officer or that the official’s exer-
cise of the authority vested is supervised 
and reviewed by the Under Secretary or 
another appropriate constitutional officer. 

Finally, the executive branch shall con-
strue sections 3155, 3156, and 3160, which 
purport to require executive branch officials 
to conduct programs with a foreign country, 
in a manner consistent with the President’s 
constitutional authority to conduct the for-
eign affairs of the United States. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
December 2, 2002. 

NOTE: H.R. 4546, approved December 2, 
was assigned Public Law No. 107–314. 

2149 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00998 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.022 193761

Dec. 2 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

Statement on the Death of George Christian 
December 2, 2002 

George Christian was an honorable, de-
cent, and kind man who represented the 
best of public service, and he was devoted 
to his family. He was a statesman of the 
highest integrity. He also was a great 
Texan, whose wise counsel was sought by 

Remarks in Shreveport, Louisiana 
December 3, 2002 

Thank you all very much. I’m glad I 
came. Thank you all. Please be seated— 
unless you don’t have a chair. [Laughter] 
It’s an honor to be here in Shreveport. 
I’m so thrilled that you all came out. It’s 
kind of getting close to home, if you know 
what I mean. I’m proud to be in the great 
State of Louisiana. 

The last time I was in Shreveport was 
on September the 11th, 2001. I went to 
Barksdale Air Force Base. Since that time, 
the world has seen the resolve of the 
United States of America. I thank the men 
and women who wore our uniform then 
at Barksdale, and I know you join me today 
in thanking them to make sure America 
is free. 

We’re grateful for our freedom here in 
America. We love our freedoms. Nobody 
is going to take freedom away from this 
country. But part of living in a free society 
means we have responsibilities as citizens. 
We have the obligation as a citizen of 
America to do our duty, and one of the 
duties we have is when it comes to election 
time, one of the duties is to go vote. So 
I’m here in the great State of Louisiana 
urging all the citizens, Republicans and 
Democrats and folks who could care less 
about political party, to go to the polls this 
Saturday. But I’ve got a suggestion. [Laugh-
ter] For the good of Louisiana, for the good 

generations of leaders. Laura joins me in 
offering our most heartfelt condolences to 
the Christian family. We are grateful for 
the life he lived and the many positive con-
tributions he made to his country and to 
his State. 

of everybody in Louisiana, Suzie Terrell 
needs to be the next United States Senator. 

I’m proud of the race she’s running. She 
talks about what she believes in. She sets 
the right kind of tone. She’s the kind of 
person with whom I can work to get some-
thing done for Louisiana and the people 
of Louisiana. No doubt in my mind, she’s 
the right choice for everybody who lives 
in this State. 

And I want to thank you for coming to 
show your support for Suzie. I want to 
thank you for your activity at the grassroots 
level. You need, over the next couple of 
days, to go to your coffee shops, your com-
munity centers and tell the people that 
you’ve got a good one running for the 
United States Senate. You’ve got somebody 
who can do the job for all the people of 
this State. She’s counting on you, and I’m 
counting on you to do everything you can 
to turn out a big vote and send this good 
woman to the United States Senate. 

And we need to have Lee Fletcher in 
the House of Representatives too. I look 
forward to working with Lee. I look for-
ward to having Lee a part of a fine delega-
tion from the great State of Louisiana. He’ll 
fit in just right with people like Billy Tau-
zin, who’s doing a fabulous job for our 
country, Jim McCrery and David Vitter— 
all of them fine Members of Congress. So 
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when you get in that booth, make sure 
you not only vote for Suzie, but if you 
live in Lee Fletcher’s district, pull the 
Fletcher lever, too. 

I appreciate so very much the Governor 
showing up. Yes, he’s a good man. Foster 
is a good man. He’s my kind of guy. He’s 
down-to-earth. He speaks his mind. But 
most importantly, he’s done in office what 
he said he would do. He’s been a great 
Governor for the people of Louisiana. One 
of these days, he’s going to invite me to 
come hunting again. 

I regret that the first team of our family 
isn’t here today. She’s helping decorate the 
White House. But I am proud of Laura. 
She is a fabulous First Lady for America. 
And she sends her best to Suzie and Suzie’s 
family. And like me, she urges you all to 
get to those polls come Saturday. Show up. 
Do your duty. Send a good, strong message 
that Louisiana is wise when it comes to 
electing candidates. It makes sense to have 
one in one party and a Senator in the ma-
jority party if you want to get something 
done. 

And one thing about Suzie is, she’s got 
a good record. She’s proven herself to be 
a competent soul, somebody who can get 
the job done. You might remember the 
election commissioner’s office; it needed a 
house-cleansing. She cleaned house. 
There’s now integrity in that office. People 
can be proud of that office, thanks to Suzie 
Haik Terrell. She told the people of Lou-
isiana she would do the job, and she has 
done that job. She understands who she’s 
accountable to. She’s accountable to the 
people. She understands she works for the 
people of Louisiana. 

She saved $20 million for the taxpayers 
of Louisiana. She’s got an awesome respon-
sibility, and she saved money, because she 
understands what I know: When you spend 
the Government’s money, you don’t 
spend—it’s not the Government’s money 
you’re spending; it’s the people’s money. 

No, she’s got a can-do spirit. See, we 
need people to go to Washington to set 

aside all the political bickering that tends 
to dominate the discourse, to get things 
done on behalf of the American people. 
That’s what we need. We need an attitude 
of cooperation. Oh, I expect there to be 
independent voices in Washington, DC, 
and no question about her, she’s an inde-
pendent voice. She kind of tells you what’s 
on her mind. But it’s an attitude that’s im-
portant. We need an attitude in the Senate 
to bring people together so we can say 
that we’re doing the people’s business and 
we’re making a difference in people’s lives. 

And we’re making some progress. I was 
proud to sign the Department of Homeland 
Security bill. It made sense. It now means 
we’re going to reorganize our Government 
so we can do our job, and that is to protect 
the American people from further attack. 
We want people all focused in the same 
direction. We want cultures to change, if 
need be, to make sure that we can do 
everything we can to say to the American 
people, ‘‘We’re working overtime to protect 
you.’’ We need to know who’s coming in 
the country, what they’re bringing into the 
country, if they’re leaving the country when 
they’re supposed to be leaving the country, 
so America is protected. 

We’re making progress about bringing 
people together to get things done. I’m 
convinced Suzie’s election will continue 
that progress. I went to the Pentagon yes-
terday and fulfilled a campaign pledge, 
signed the most significant increase in the 
authorization of defense spending since the 
President—Ronald Reagan was the Presi-
dent. 

I was able to sign a piece of legislation 
that will get our hardhats back to work. 
I signed a terrorism insurance bill that will 
enable construction projects that have been 
on hold to go forward. I’m worried about 
the fact that some people are looking for 
work and can’t find work in America. I 
want our hardhats working. I want our 
welders welding. I want the construction 
people back to work. I want to reward the 
hardhats, not the trial lawyers of America. 
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We’re making progress up there. Suzie’s 
election will help us make more progress. 
We’ve got work to do on education. Listen, 
anytime any child can’t read means we’ve 
got to stay on education. I appreciate the 
Governor’s hard work of joining in setting 
high standards. We need somebody in the 
Senate who will join me in making sure 
we’ve got local control of our schools in 
America. 

Last year, we spent $847 million of Fed-
eral money on Louisiana schools, and that’s 
good. But now we’re starting to ask the 
question that Mike’s been asking and I 
know Suzie will ask: ‘‘Are we getting our 
money’s worth?’’ See, you’ve got to ask that 
question if you don’t want any child left 
behind. You know, are the dollars we’re 
spending making a difference in the lives 
of our children? Can our children read and 
write and add and subtract? And when we 
find they can, we’ll praise the teachers. And 
for those of you who are teachers, thanks 
for what you do. But what’s important is 
that when we find children in schools 
which won’t teach and won’t change, that 
we challenge the status quo. No child 
should be left behind in America. 

And speaking about schools, I want to 
thank the Byrd High School Band and the 
Parkway High School Band for coming. I’m 
glad you all came. I’m sorry you had to 
miss school to come. [Laughter] Just put 
my name on the excuse slip. And if you’re 
18, make sure you vote. 

We’ve got more work to do. We’ve got 
to make sure this economy continues to 
grow. I’m for a growth agenda—want to 
do things in Washington, DC, that helps 
create jobs. The role of Government—and 
Suzie understands this—the role of Govern-
ment is not to create wealth but an envi-
ronment in which the small business can 
grow to be a big business, in which the 
entrepreneurial spirit flourishes. And the 
best way to help people who are looking 
for work, the best way to stimulate eco-
nomic vitality is to make the tax cuts we 
passed permanent. 

See, when that economy started slowing 
down, I decided to fulfill what I said I 
was going to do and urge that the Govern-
ment let people keep more of their own 
money. See, when you have more of your 
own money, it means you’re likely to de-
mand an additional good or a service. And 
when you demand additional good or a 
service, somebody is likely to produce the 
good or a service. And when somebody 
produces the good or a service, it means 
somebody in Louisiana or Texas or any-
where else is likely to be able to find a 
job. The tax relief plan came at the right 
time. And now, in order to make sure our 
economy is strong and vibrant, we better 
make sure the tax cuts are permanent. 

And there’s one person in this Senate 
race who’s willing to stand up and say she 
will join the President in listening to the 
people and making tax cuts permanent, and 
that is Suzie Terrell. 

No, we’ve got more work to do. We’ve 
got more work to do. I need somebody 
in the Senate with whom I can work and 
Billy can work to make sure we get us 
an energy bill. We got a problem when 
it comes to energy. We get too much of 
our energy from countries that may not 
like us. That’s a problem. We can do a 
better job of conserving. We can do a bet-
ter job of promoting technologies that will 
make us less dependent on foreign sources 
of crude oil. But we’ve got to do a better 
job here at home of finding more hydro-
carbons in the United States of America. 
An energy bill is good for our job base. 
It’s good for economic security, and it’s 
good for national security. 

I want to thank Billy Tauzin for working 
hard to get an energy bill. That new Senate 
may make it easier for us to get a bill 
done on behalf of the American people. 

We’ve got more work to do, and I look 
forward to working with Suzie to make sure 
that we modernize Medicare. See, medicine 
has changed, and the Medicare system 
hasn’t changed. Medicine is modern, but 
Medicare is stuck in the past. For the sake 
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of our seniors, we need to fulfill our na-
tional promise and modernize Medicare, 
which means prescription drugs for our 
seniors. 

I look forward to working with Suzie on 
behalf of the citizens of Louisiana. I also 
look forward to working with Suzie to make 
sure that our judiciary represents the values 
of Louisiana. Amazing what an election 
did—kind of changed the attitude in Wash-
ington. Up until recently, I couldn’t get 
a lot of my judges through the Senate. 
They were playing politics with the judges. 
I had named some very fine people from 
around the country, good, honest people, 
and we couldn’t get them through because 
they wanted to play politics. 

You need somebody from Louisiana who 
will join with this President to make sure 
the judges I name reflect the values of 
Louisiana. We don’t need any more people 
legislating. We don’t want our judges legis-
lating. We want our judges interpreting the 
Constitution. Those are the kind of judges 
I’ll name, and I can count on Suzie’s vote 
to make sure they get confirmed. 

But the biggest job we have for a while 
is to protect this country. That’s the biggest 
job we’ve got. Our most awesome responsi-
bility is to make this homeland secure. And 
the best way to do it is to chase the killers 
down one at a time and bring them to 
justice. That’s the biggest job facing this 
administration and the next Congress and 
administrations and Congresses to come. 
This is a long haul to get them. [Laughter] 

I guess they didn’t realize who they were 
hitting. They probably thought the national 
religion was materialism and that we were 
so selfish that we all might file a lawsuit 
or two. [Laughter] They didn’t understand 
America. They don’t understand that when 
it comes to defending our freedoms, it 
doesn’t matter how long it takes. We will 
defend freedom no matter what the cost. 

And we’re making progress. We’re mak-
ing progress. It’s a different kind of war. 
You’ve just got to know it’s a different kind 
of war. In the old days, we could destroy 

tanks and airplanes and ships, and people 
say, ‘‘Well, they’re making progress.’’ It’s 
a different kind of war because we’re fight-
ing people who are—they send youngsters 
to their suicidal deaths, and they try to 
find a dark cave. They’re kind of lurching 
around in the dark corners of some cities 
around the world. They’re in over 60 coun-
tries. And slowly but surely, we’re disman-
tling the terrorist network which hates us 
because of what we love. See, they hate 
the fact that we love freedom. They can’t 
stand the fact that in this country people 
can worship the Almighty God any way he 
or she sees fit. 

Thanks to our military, thanks to our fan-
tastic military, we won the first battle of 
the first war of the 21st century. And we 
won it when we got rid of the Taliban 
regime in Afghanistan. But in so doing, it’s 
important for you to remind your young-
sters that this great country never went in 
to conquer anybody. We went in to lib-
erate. Thanks to America and our friends, 
many young girls go to school for the first 
time in Afghanistan. Not only did we rout 
the Taliban and many of the killers they 
harbor, but we freed people to realize their 
dreams. And we’re not leaving. We’re going 
to stay there to make sure this good coun-
try is secure and the good country can 
flourish and that the hope we want for 
our own children is the hope that mothers 
and dads in Afghanistan can realize for 
their children. 

We’re making progress on this war 
against terror. Sometimes you’ll see the 
progress, and sometimes you won’t. It’s a 
different kind of war. The other day, we 
hauled a guy in named al-Nashiri. That’s 
not a household name here in America. 
[Laughter] I can understand why some go 
blank when they hear his name. But he 
was the Al Qaida commander in the Gulf 
states. Let me just put it to you this way: 
He no longer has the capacity to do what 
he did in the past, which was to master-
mind the U.S.S. Cole that killed—the plot 
on the Cole that killed American soldiers. 
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He’s out of action, for the good of the 
world. 

Sometimes you’ll see it, and sometimes 
you won’t. But you’ve got to know that 
in this war against terror, the doctrine 
stands that says, ‘‘Either you’re with us, 
or you’re with the terrorists.’’ And a lot 
of nations have heard that message, and 
they’re with us. We’re cutting off their 
money. We’re sharing intelligence. We’re 
hunting down the killers one at a time. 
It doesn’t matter how long it takes. This 
country will stay the course until Al Qaida 
is completely demolished. 

But September the 11th brought home 
a new reality, and it’s important for all our 
citizens to understand that reality. See, a 
lot of us, when we were raised, never really 
worried about the homeland. We all be-
lieved that two oceans would forever sepa-
rate us from harm’s way and that if there 
was a threat gathering overseas, we could 
pick and choose whether or not we wanted 
to be involved in dealing with that threat. 
September the 11th delivered a chilling 
message to our country, and that is, oceans 
no longer protect us. And therefore, it is 
my obligation to make sure that we address 
gathering threats overseas before they could 
do harm to the American people. 

And that’s why I elevated the issue of 
Iraq. That’s why I took our message of 
peace and freedom to countries around the 
world. I want them to understand the na-
ture of the man who runs Iraq is the nature 
of a man who doesn’t tell the truth. He 
says he won’t have weapons of mass de-
struction. He’s got them. He’s not only got 
them; he’s used them. And he’s not only 
used them in his neighborhood; he’s used 
them on his own people. That’s the nature 
of the man with whom we deal. For 11 
long years, he has deceived and denied. 

So I went to the United Nations. I said, 
‘‘When is enough enough?’’ They voted 15 
to nothing to say, ‘‘Now enough is enough.’’ 
The members of the Security Council had 
a chance, and they accepted the challenge 
to make sure that this United Nations be-

came an effective body when it comes to 
keeping the peace, not an empty debating 
society. 

Then I went to NATO—strong Allies in 
NATO—and overwhelmingly the message 
was, ‘‘Enough is enough.’’ And now there’s 
inspectors inside this country. But I want 
to tell you, the issue is not the inspectors. 
The issue is whether or not Mr. Saddam 
Hussein will disarm like he said he would. 
We’re not interested in hide-and-seek in-
side Iraq. The fundamental question is, in 
the name of peace, in the name of security, 
not only for America and the American 
people, in the name of security for our 
friends in the neighborhood, in the name 
of freedom, will this man disarm? The 
choice is his. And if he does not disarm, 
the United States of America will lead a 
coalition and disarm him in the name of 
peace. 

We have an obligation to our children 
and our children’s children to do everything 
we can to make sure the homeland is se-
cure. And we’ll meet the obligation. We’ll 
meet that obligation together. 

You know, the amazing thing about 
America is that I can predict—boldly pre-
dict and certainly predict—that out of the 
evil done to our country will come incred-
ible good. Because of the nature of our 
country, I can say that. By being tough 
and strong and united in the face of dan-
ger, we can bring peace to the world. I 
believe that. I believe that by doing what 
we need to do to secure the world from 
terrorist attack, to rid tyrants of weapons 
of mass destruction, to make sure that 
somebody like Saddam Hussein doesn’t 
serve as a training base or a provider of 
weapons of mass destruction to terrorist 
networks—by doing our job, that the world 
will be more peaceful, by standing strong 
for what we believe, by remembering that 
freedom is not America’s gift to the world, 
but God’s gift to each and every human 
being, that we can achieve peace. I want 
you to tell your kids and your grandkids 
that amidst all the speculation about war 
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and military, that our drive and our vision 
is for a peaceful world in which everybody 
can realize their potential and live in peace. 

And here at home we have a chance 
to achieve some incredible good out of the 
evil done to our country. September the 
11th shook our soul. I think it has helped 
awaken a spirit in the country, a spirit that 
understands that serving something greater 
than ourself in life is part of the American 
creed, that the American spirit is bigger 
than just any selfish ambition. 

Today when I landed at the airport, I 
met Mary Anne Blanchard Selber and Jean 
Sayres. These ladies have started the Provi-
dence House here in Shreveport. This is 
a—it’s a home to provide shelter to the 
homeless. They follow their hearts. The 
reason I bring up this example is because 
they represent the true strength of our 
country. The true strength of our country 
lay in the hearts and souls of our fellow 
citizens. 

You see, out of the evil done to America 
can come a more compassionate America. 
We’ve got to understand that amidst our 
plenty, there are people who hurt. There’s 
addiction and hopelessness. There are peo-
ple who wonder whether or not the Amer-
ican Dream is meant for them. So long 
as any of us hurt, we all hurt. Yet we can 
solve the problems in our society by loving 
a neighbor just like we like to be loved 
ourselves. We can solve America’s problems 
by putting our arm around the lonely and 
the hopeless and say, ‘‘I care for you. I 
love you.’’ America can change, one heart, 
one soul, one conscience at a time. 

And the Providence House is one exam-
ple of what I’m talking about. They rep-
resent the true strength of our country, 
people who love people, people who care 
for those who hurt, people who understand 
that Government’s role is limited. We can 
hand out money, but we can’t put hope 
in people’s hearts or a sense of purpose 

in people’s lives. That’s why I’m so strong 
for the Faith-Based Initiative. I understand 
the power of faith in the lives of our citi-
zens around this country. 

No, if you want to join the war on terror, 
if you want to show the world the true 
worth of America, love a neighbor just like 
you’d like to be loved yourself. See what 
you can do to help mentor a child. Go 
see a shut-in. It’s the small acts of kindness 
and decency which define the true victory 
in the war against terror, which will show 
the world what this country is all about. 

Perhaps best defined for me and, I sus-
pect, others, as they come up in America— 
the spirit was defined best on Flight 93. 
Remember that when people were flying 
across our country, they thought they were 
on an average business trip, or they thought 
they might be just taking an average trip 
to go see a loved one, and they found out 
the plane they were on was being used 
as a weapon. And they told their loved 
ones over the telephone, ‘‘I love you,’’ and 
‘‘Goodbye.’’ They said a prayer. A guy said, 
‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They took the plane into the 
ground to serve something greater than 
themselves. 

No, the spirit of America is strong today. 
I can boldly predict that out of the evil 
done to America will come great good, be-
cause this is the greatest nation, full of 
the finest people on the face of the Earth. 

May God bless you, and may God bless 
America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:54 a.m. at 
the Hirsch Coliseum at the State Fair-
grounds of Louisiana. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Lee Fletcher, candidate for Louisi-
ana’s Fifth Congressional District; Gov. M.J. 
‘‘Mike’’ Foster of Louisiana; Abd al-Rahim 
al-Nashiri, Al Qaida’s chief of operations for 
the Persian Gulf; and President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. 
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Remarks at a Luncheon for Senatorial Candidate Suzanne Haik Terrell in 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
December 3, 2002 

Nice to be back in New Orleans, home 
of a new basketball team, home of a win-
ning football team, and in the State of the 
next United States Senator, Suzie Terrell. 

I’m thrilled to be here amongst a lot 
of our friends. It seems I’ve been coming 
to New Orleans for a long time. [Laughter] 
What a fabulous town. I’m honored to be 
here on behalf of a great candidate, some-
body who represents the values of Lou-
isiana, somebody who has got a record of 
accomplishment, somebody who is not 
afraid to speak her mind to the President 
of the United States—[laughter]—but 
somebody who I know will do a great job 
on behalf of all of Louisiana. 

I’m here to thank you for your support. 
I’m here to remind the good folks of Lou-
isiana they have a duty to go to the polls 
on Saturday. In the land of the free, you 
have an obligation to defend freedom by 
being a part of our democracy. I don’t care 
whether you’re Republican or Democrat or 
don’t give a hoot about a political party; 
you have an obligation in this country to 
vote. But I’ve got a suggestion. [Laughter] 
For the good of Louisiana and for the good 
of America, Suzie Terrell needs to be the 
next United States Senator. 

She’s got a lot going for her. First of 
all, she’s a mother of three fabulous young 
girls. There they are: Julie, Bebe, and 
Chrissy. Anybody who can raise three teen-
age girls—[laughter]—you know what I 
mean. [Laughter] 

I appreciate her willingness to serve the 
people, willingness to take the path that 
a lot of people won’t take, and that is offer 
herself up for office. And she’s done a great 
job in the office that she held. After all, 
you might remember that the election com-
missioner’s office needed a little house-
cleaning, needed to have the integrity re-

stored, and Suzie Terrell did it. She saves 
the taxpayers money. 

I need an ally up there who understands, 
when it comes to spending what they call 
the Government’s money, the Government 
doesn’t own that money. It’s not the Gov-
ernment’s money that we spend. It’s the 
people’s money. 

And she’s going to have some good hands 
to work with in the United States Congress 
from the great State of Louisiana, starting 
with the chairman, Billy Tauzin. I love 
working with Billy. He brings good com-
mon sense to the Halls of the United States 
Congress. And I like working with David 
Vitter from right here in the New Orleans 
area. David, thank you for being here. And 
Jim McCrery is with us today, and I appre-
ciate your hard work, Jim. Thanks for com-
ing. And Richard Baker is with us. Where 
are you, Richard? Baton Rouge. Good to 
see you, Richard. 

I so very much appreciate being here 
with your Governor. He too gives the Presi-
dent an earful. [Laughter] He’s not the 
prettiest Governor in America. [Laughter] 
But he’s one of the most effective. He’s 
done a heck of a job for the people of 
Louisiana. 

And I know we’ve got another Governor 
here with us—celebrating the Louisiana 
Purchase, which I’m sure the people of 
Louisiana agree with me, is a heck of a 
deal. [Laughter] But Frank Keating from 
Oklahoma is here today as well. Frank, I 
appreciate you coming. Yes, sir. He prob-
ably wants to talk about the OU-Texas 
game. [Laughter] 

I’m honored to be up here with Pat 
Brister and Boysie Bollinger, both of whom 
are good friends, and both of whom rep-
resent the grassroots activists in the State 
of Louisiana. I’m here to remind you all 
that—I want to thank you for what you 
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have done and what you are going to do 
over the next couple of days, and that is 
to gather up your buddies and get them 
to vote, is to man the phones and put up 
the signs and grab people by the wrists 
and say, ‘‘You owe it to Louisiana to vote 
for Suzie Terrell for the United States Sen-
ate.’’ 

I like Suzie’s attitude and her tone, the 
way she wants to go to Washington to get 
some things done. And we need more of 
that in Washington, DC. Sometimes, Wash-
ington is one of these towns where the 
person—people who think they’ve got the 
sharp elbow is the most effective person, 
kind of zero-sum politics in Washington: 
‘‘I win. You lose.’’ That’s not the right atti-
tude for the American people. We need 
a United States Senator from Louisiana 
whose mission it is to improve the lives, 
as best we can, of all our citizens. 

And we’re making some progress in 
Washington. Slowly but surely, we’re 
changing the tone and getting things done 
on behalf of the American people. This 
week, last couple of weeks, I signed some 
important legislation. I signed the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, which will bet-
ter enable our Federal Government to plan 
and to protect the American people from 
further attack. And I want to thank the 
Members of the Senate and the House who 
finally came together to get that legislation 
done. 

And I signed a bill on terrorism insur-
ance. It’s a bill that will get our hardhats 
back to working again, a bill that should 
make it easier for big construction projects 
to get started so that a lot of hard-working 
Americans can find work—by the way, a 
bill which is more favorable to the hardhats 
than to the trial lawyers in America. It’s 
a good piece of legislation that shows what 
can happen when people come together to 
get the people’s business done. 

Yesterday at the Pentagon, I signed the 
defense authorization bill, fulfilling a prom-
ise that I made—Dick Cheney and I 
made—that said that we’re going to do ev-

erything we can to make sure we’ve got 
the strongest military in the world. A strong 
military makes it more likely the world is 
going to be peaceful. We not only had pay 
raises for our folks; I can say to those 
whose families serve in the service, ‘‘You’re 
going to have the best training and the 
best possible equipment when you put on 
the uniform of the U.S. military.’’ 

We’re making good progress, but there’s 
a lot of work to be done. And I look for-
ward to working with Senator Terrell. We 
did some good things in education, but 
there’s more to do. So long as any child 
can’t read, we’ve got a problem in America. 
As a matter of fact, the new civil right 
is to make sure every child can read in 
America. I look forward to working with 
a Senator Terrell to make sure we maintain 
the highest of high standards, to challenge 
what I call the soft bigotry of low expecta-
tions. 

I look forward to working with Senator 
Terrell to make sure that we continually 
pass power out of Washington, DC, be-
cause we believe in local control of schools. 
I look forward to working with Senator 
Terrell to make sure that in return for Fed-
eral money, that we know whether or not 
our children can read and write and add 
and subtract. In order to make sure no 
child gets left behind, we must challenge 
schools which will not teach and will not 
change. And I’m confident I have an ally 
in Senator Suzie Terrell. 

We need a Senator who can help break 
logjams in the United States Senate, par-
ticularly when it comes to getting us a good 
energy bill. I see Billy nodding his head. 
He’s been working on an energy bill. He 
agrees with me, in this world we need an 
energy strategy. I mean, face it; we import 
a lot of energy from overseas. Some of 
the people we import from don’t exactly 
like us. [Laughter] We need an energy plan 
that encourages conservation and new tech-
nologies. We need an energy plan that en-
courages the development of safe nuclear 
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power. We need an energy plan that en-
courages clean-coal technologies. We need 
an energy plan that encourages environ-
mentally safe exploration for hydrocarbons 
in the United States of America. 

I look forward to working with Senator 
Terrell to modernize Medicare. Medicare 
is an aged system which is not adapting 
to the times. Medicine has changed, but 
Medicare hasn’t. Medicine is modern. 
There’s all kinds of new technologies and 
prescription drugs which can save lives. But 
Medicare is stuck in the past. I want to 
work with Senator Terrell to see to it that 
we modernize Medicare, making sure we 
fulfill our promises to our seniors. And a 
modern Medicare system means prescrip-
tion drug coverage for our seniors. 

I look forward to working with Senator 
Terrell to make sure the environment for 
the entrepreneurial spirit is strong. We un-
derstand the role of Government is not to 
create wealth; the role of Government is 
to create an environment in which the en-
trepreneur can flourish, in which small 
businesses can grow to be big businesses. 
And one way the Federal Government can 
affect job growth is to let people keep more 
of their own money, is through tax relief. 

Tax relief is not a political slogan; it’s 
good economic policy. If a person has more 
of their own money, they’re likely to de-
mand an additional good or a service. And 
in the marketplace, when somebody de-
mands a good or a service, somebody is 
likely to produce the good or a service. 
And when somebody produces the good or 
a service, somebody in Louisiana or else-
where in America is going to be able to 
find work. We passed tax relief at the right 
time in American economic history, and 
now I need a Senator to join me in making 
sure that tax relief is permanent. And there 
is no question where Suzie Terrell stands 
on tax relief. 

And I need somebody to work with me 
to make sure that we’ve got a good judici-
ary. It’s amazing what an election will do. 
[Laughter] For a long period of time, I 

couldn’t get my judges even to have hear-
ings. There’s a vacancy gap on our Federal 
bench—benches—and that’s a problem. It’s 
a problem for people who need to have 
a hearing. It’s a problem for people who 
want justice. And I couldn’t get my judges 
through the Senate because they were play-
ing politics with the people I put up, good, 
honorable, decent people, people whose job 
it is not to try to write legislation from 
the bench, people whose job it is to strictly 
interpret the United States Constitution. 
Those are the kind of people I put on 
the bench. 

And Louisiana needs a Senator who will 
vote for Louisiana values when it comes 
to the judiciary. And there’s no question 
in my mind that when it comes to having 
a good, sound judiciary, the right United 
States Senator is Suzie Terrell from the 
State of Louisiana. 

No, there’s a lot of issues we’ll be work-
ing on, but there’s no bigger issue than 
to win this war against the terrorists. I 
talked about the homeland security bill I 
signed, and you just need to know there’s 
a lot of good folks working overtime to 
protect the American homeland. But the 
best way to secure the homeland is to chase 
the killers down, one at a time, and bring 
them to justice. And that’s what we’re going 
to do. 

It’s a different kind of war. In the old 
days, you could destroy tanks and ships and 
airplanes, and say you’re making progress. 
This is a different kind of enemy. It’s an 
enemy that hides in caves and sends young-
sters to their suicidal deaths. These people 
do not value innocent life. In America, we 
say every life is precious; everybody has 
value; everybody counts. Our enemy we 
face today murders in the name of a great 
religion, and they could care less who dies. 
They’re nothing but coldblooded killers, 
and we’re going to treat them that way. 
It doesn’t matter how long it takes; it 
doesn’t matter how deep the cave, the 
United States of America and our friends 
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and allies will hunt them down one by one, 
in the name of freedom. 

I cannot imagine what was going through 
their mind when they hit America. They 
must have thought we were so soft, so 
weak, so fragile that after 9/11/ 2001, we 
might file a lawsuit or two. [Laughter] But 
they’re learning something about America 
that I know, that when it comes to our 
freedoms, when it comes to the values we 
hold dear, this United States of America 
is plenty tough. And that’s the way we got 
to be in this new war of the 21st century. 

And we’re making progress. You just 
need to know we’re making good progress. 
After all, this great Nation and our friends 
liberated a country from one of the most 
barbaric regimes in the history of mankind 
by routing the Taliban. We went into Af-
ghanistan not to conquer anybody but to 
liberate people. And now, thanks to our 
great country and our great soldiers and 
our wonderful friends, young girls—many 
young girls go to school for the first time 
in a country that has been liberated by 
the American people. 

And we’ve got more work to do there. 
And we’ll stay there until we rout them 
out. See, they think they can kind of hide 
in the countryside there in Afghanistan, and 
they may be able to hide for a day or 
two. They may be able to hide for a year. 
But it doesn’t matter how long. See, that’s 
what you just have to know. It just doesn’t 
matter how long; we’re going to stay on 
the hunt. These people are scattered in 
60 different countries. They’re scattered 
around, and slowly but surely, we’re dis-
mantling their terrorist network—slowly but 
surely. 

The guy who led the U.S.S.—the bomb-
ing mastermind, the bombing on the U.S.S. 
Cole, he was the Al Qaida general for the 
Gulf states. He’s not a problem anymore. 
[Laughter] One by one, we’re bringing 
them to justice. That’s what we’ve been 
called to do. History has put this big spot-
light on us, and we’re not going to let fu-
ture generations of Americans down. 

And that’s why I was so proud to sign 
this defense appropriation authorization 
bill. The big increases in defense spending 
sent a clear message to the world: We’re 
in this deal for the long pull. 

And we’ve also got to recognize here in 
America times have changed. See, when 
a lot of us were growing up, we could 
feel pretty secure by the fact that we had 
two oceans surrounding us and protecting 
us from dangers that might be gathering 
abroad. September the 11th, 2001, com-
pletely changed the strategic calculations of 
this country. The battlefield is here. And 
therefore, it’s incumbent upon the Presi-
dent and the Congress to work together 
to anticipate gathering dangers before they 
become acute, before the situation becomes 
so dire that drastic measures might be 
needed. 

It’s very important for us to recognize 
threats when we see them and deal with 
them appropriately. After all, the threat 
gathering in a distant land turns out to 
be a threat directly on the American peo-
ple. We’ve got to be wise about how we 
view the world and make sure that the 
new arrangements, the new alliances, aren’t 
allowed to develop, an alliance, for exam-
ple, where a nation that has weapons of 
mass destruction uses a shadowy terrorist 
network as a forward army, perhaps en-
couraging them to attack America without 
leaving any fingerprints. You’ve got to 
worry about disrupting training facilities. 

And that’s why I started talking about 
Iraq and Saddam Hussein, not only starting 
a debate in the Halls of the United States 
Congress, which overwhelmingly supported 
any means necessary to deal with the threat 
to the United States, but also took the de-
bate to the United Nations and a couple 
of weeks ago to NATO. 

It’s important for our fellow Americans 
to understand that, when we’re talking 
about Saddam Hussein, we’re talking about 
a man who said he has had no weapons 
of mass destruction, yet we believe has 
weapons of mass destruction; a man who 
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has not only had weapons of mass destruc-
tion, but he’s used weapons of mass de-
struction. He used weapons of mass de-
struction on his neighbors, and he used 
weapons of mass destruction on his own 
citizens. He’s a man who has professed hate 
to America as well as our friends and allies. 
He’s a man who has got terrorist ties, a 
man who helps train terrorists. He’s a 
threat, and he’s a danger. 

I went to the United Nations because 
I felt like, in a world that required coopera-
tion in this new war of the 21st century, 
that it was important the United Nations 
show some backbone, that the United Na-
tions be something other than an empty 
debating society, that when they issue a 
resolution, they mean it. And on a 15–0 
vote, the United Nations recognized the 
threat of Saddam Hussein and demanded 
that he disarm. 

I then went to our close Allies in NATO 
and said the same thing. I said, ‘‘This man’s 
a threat. He’s a threat to us. He’s a threat 
to you. He too must disarm.’’ And now, 
as you’ve seen in your newspapers, inspec-
tors are inside of Iraq. Inspectors are there 
not to play hide-and-seek with Mr. Saddam 
Hussein. Inspectors are there to verify the 
will of the world. And the will of the world 
says clearly, ‘‘Disarm.’’ Saddam Hussein, for 
the sake of peace, must disarm. And if he 
refuses to disarm, if he tries to deceive 
his way out of disarmament, this Nation, 
along with other willing nations, will disarm 
Saddam Hussein. 

I say that because I believe in peace. 
I believe this is how you achieve peace, 
by being strong and resolute, by fighting 
terrorism and all forms of terror, by not 
allowing those who hate to try to dictate 
to those of us who love freedom. See, I 
believe out of the evil done to America 
is going to come some incredible good. Part 
of the good done to this—part of the evil 
done to this country is going to help lead 
the world to peace. 

Oh, I know some don’t believe that, but 
I do. I believe that if we remain steadfast 

and strong, if we remain true to our values, 
we’ll achieve peace, not only peace for our-
selves but because we believe every life 
is precious, everybody matters, everybody 
has worth. We can achieve peace in parts 
of the world where they’ve quit on peace, 
where people have given up hope. 

I also believe here at home we can be 
a more compassionate country. See, there’s 
people who are hurting in America. 
Amongst our plenty, there are pockets of 
despair, of loneliness and hopelessness. 
There are people when you say, ‘‘American 
Dream,’’ they wonder what the heck does 
that mean, American Dream? They have 
no idea about the promise of this country. 
And my attitude is, so long as some hurt, 
we all hurt. 

And I also recognize the limitations of 
Government. Government can hand out 
money, and frankly, we do a pretty good 
job of it sometimes. But what it can’t do 
is put hope in people’s hearts or a sense 
of purpose in people’s lives. That’s done 
when a neighbor puts their arm around 
somebody who hurts and says, ‘‘I love you. 
What can I do to help?’’ See, I strongly 
believe that America is going to change one 
heart, one soul, one conscience at a time, 
because the spirit of this country, a selfless 
spirit, is alive and well. 

There are thousands of people all across 
New Orleans and Louisiana and all across 
America who understand the responsibility 
of being an American. It’s more than just 
making a living. The responsibility of a true 
patriot is somebody who’s willing to serve 
something greater than themselves, serve 
their country. And one way to best serve 
your country is to love your neighbor just 
like you’d like to be loved yourself. 

No, there was tremendous evil done to 
America, but out of the evil is a new spirit, 
a vitality of the American spirit, perhaps 
best represented by the folks on Flight 93. 
The story, in my judgment, is going to be 
one of the profound stories of the Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001, tragedy. It captures 
what I know is the strength of our country. 
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People were flying across the land, and 
they heard the airplane they were on was 
going to be a weapon. Imagine what went 
through their minds. They eventually got 
their thoughts together. They called their 
loved ones and said goodbye and ‘‘I love 
you.’’ History will show that a prayer was 
said. One guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ These citi-
zens took the plane into the ground to save 
lives, to serve something greater than them-
selves. 

That spirit of America is so strong and 
so alive, it allows me to boldly predict that 
out of the evil done to this country is going 
to come incredible good, not only a peace-
ful world but a more compassionate and 
hopeful and decent America for every cit-
izen who’s lucky enough to live in this 
country. 

And I can make that prediction with ab-
solute certainty, because I know America. 
This is the greatest country, full of the most 
decent people on the face of this Earth. 
I’m honored you’re here. May God bless 
you all, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. in 
the Imperial Ballroom at the Fairmont 
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Gov. 
M.J. ‘‘Mike’’ Foster of Louisiana; Pat Brister, 
chairman, Republican Party of Louisiana; 
Donald ‘‘Boysie’’ Bollinger, chairman of the 
board and chief executive officer, Bollinger 
Shipyards, Inc.; Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri, Al 
Qaida’s chief of operations for the Persian 
Gulf; and President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

Remarks on Signing the Dot Kids Implementation and Efficiency Act of 
2002 and an Exchange With Reporters 
December 4, 2002 

The President. Good morning. Thank 
you. Please be seated. Thank you for com-
ing. 

Legislation I sign today will create a new 
place on the Internet that is safe for our 
children to learn and to play and to explore. 
Dot Kids will be part of the U.S. country 
domain on the Internet. It will function 
much like the children’s section of a library, 
where parents feel comfortable allowing 
their children to browse. It will be a safe 
place for children to go. 

This bill is a wise and necessary step 
to safeguard our children while they use 
computers and discover the great possibili-
ties of the Internet. Every site designated 
‘‘.kids’’ will be a safe zone for children. 
The sites will be monitored for content, 
for safety, and all objectionable material 
will be removed. Online chat rooms and 
instant messaging will be prohibited, unless 
they can be certified as safe. The web sites 

under this new domain will not connect 
a child to other online sites outside the 
child-friendly zone. 

I want to thank the supporters of this 
good piece of legislation. I want to thank 
them for their hard work: Representatives 
Shimkus, Upton, and Markey, as well as 
Senators Ensign, Dorgan and Fitzgerald. I 
want to thank them for coming. I am going 
to ask them to come up in just a second 
as I sign this piece of legislation. 

All of us here today share the same goals: 
We must give our Nation’s children every 
opportunity to grow in knowledge without 
undermining their character. We must give 
parents effective tools to help their children 
learn. And we must be on the side of our 
parents as they work hard to raise their 
children. We must give our parents the 
peace of mind knowing their children are 
learning in safety. This act of Congress 
helps us meet these goals. 
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I appreciate you all coming today. It’s 
my honor now to sign the Dot Kids Imple-
mentation and Efficiency Act. Would the 
Members join me. 

[At this point, the President signed the bill.] 
The President. I’ll answer a few ques-

tions. Fournier [Ron Fournier, Associated 
Press], I may answer a few questions. 
You’re stuck in a mini press conference 
here. Yes? 

U.N. Inspections in Iraq 
Q. Sir, can you tell me specifically what 

the inspectors have or haven’t been able 
to do, what they’ve uncovered, or what they 
haven’t uncovered that leads you to believe 
that the signs are not encouraging that 
they’re doing their job? 

The President. Yes. Well, I can tell you 
this: This isn’t about inspectors. The issue 
is whether Saddam Hussein will disarm. 
Will he disarm in the name of peace? And 
we expect him to fully comply. And you 
know, one of my concerns is that in the 
past he has shot at our airplanes. Anybody 
who shoots at U.S. airplanes or British air-
planes is not somebody who looks like he’s 
interested in complying with disarmament. 
He wrote letters, stinging rebukes to what 
the U.N. did. He was very critical of the 
U.S. and Britain. That doesn’t appear to 
be somebody who was that anxious to com-
ply. 

But we’ve just started the process. And 
one of the things that I want to continue 
to remind Americans, this is not a game 
that we’re playing of hide-and-seek. This 
is our attempt to work with the world com-
munity to create peace. And the best way 
for peace is for Mr. Saddam Hussein to 
disarm. It’s up to him to make his decision. 

Yes. 
Q. Kofi Annan said Iraq is cooperating. 

Is there some daylight between you 
and—— 

The President. We’ve been at this— 
what—5 days. This is after 11 years of de-
ceit and defiance. And the issue, again, is 

not hide-and-seek; the issue is whether or 
not Saddam Hussein will disarm. And soon 
he’ll be making a declaration of whether 
he has any weapons. For years he said he 
didn’t have any weapons. And now we’ll 
see whether or not he does. And if he 
does, we expect them to be completely de-
stroyed and a full accounting. 

And I remind our citizens that the U.N. 
Security Council voted overwhelmingly, 15 
to nothing, for this approach we’ve taken. 
Our NATO Allies have joined us, and we 
all expect Saddam Hussein to disarm. 

Stretch [Richard Keil, Bloomberg News]. 
Q. To follow on what Steve [Steve Hol-

land, Reuters] just asked you, do you dis-
agree with the Secretary-General’s relatively 
optimistic take on things? 

The President. What I agree with is that 
we’ve been doing this for 5 days, after 11 
years of deception and deceit. The process 
is just beginning. And the world will deter-
mine soon whether or not Saddam Hussein 
is going to do what we’ve asked, which 
is, in the name of peace, fully disarm. This 
is not a game anymore of, ‘‘Well, I’ll say 
one thing and do another.’’ We expect him 
to disarm. And now it’s up to him to do 
so. And time will tell whether or not he 
is willing to do so. 

Yes. 

Situation in Israel 
Q. A 95-year-old woman was killed on 

the West Bank yesterday, and aid groups 
say that malnutrition among Palestinian 
children is reaching crisis proportions. 
What are you doing to alleviate that suf-
fering? And are you concerned that the 
desperation of the Palestinian community 
is driving them into the arms of Al Qaida? 

The President. I am concerned that ter-
rorists have disrupted the ability for peace-
loving people to move a process forward. 
I am concerned about that. And our coun-
try will continue to fight terror and join 
our allies in fighting terror wherever it ex-
ists. And so I fully understand the Israeli 
Government’s attempt to stamp out terror, 
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because we’ll never have peace so long as 
terrorists are able to disrupt. I’m also con-
cerned about the plight of the Palestinian 
people. I’m concerned about suffering that 
has taken place as a result of the activities 
of terrorists. 

We’re working with the Sharon govern-
ment to allow for tax receipts to be redis-
tributed amongst the Palestinian people. 
And there are a lot of nongovernmental 
organizations doing work within the Pales-
tinian territory to make sure that people 
don’t starve. 

But the net effect of terrorism is to not 
only stop the peace process but is to cause 
suffering amongst all the people of the re-
gion. And that’s why our war against terror 
must—must remain steadfast and strong, 
wherever terror exists. 

Yes, Terry [Terry Moran, ABC News]. 
Oh, you just asked a question. 

Q. I’ll ask another one—— 
The President. No, that’s fine. That’s 

plenty. [Laughter] You did a wonderful job. 
It was such a great question, I already for-
got it. Next. [Laughter] 

Al Qaida 
Q. Are you concerned about Al Qaida 

on the West Bank? 
The President. I am concerned about Al 

Qaida anywhere. I believe that Al Qaida 
was involved in the African bombings, in 
Kenya. I believe Al Qaida hates freedom. 
I believe Al Qaida will strike anywhere they 
can in order to disrupt a civil society, and 
that’s why we’re on the hunt. And we’re 
making progress. Slowly but surely, we’re 
dismantling the Al Qaida network. It 
doesn’t matter how long it takes to find 
them; we’ll find them. And we’re going to 
bring them to justice. And the good news 
is, is that the free world is—recognizes the 
threats that we all face, and therefore, 
we’re more bound together than we’ve ever 
been, in cutting off money, in sharing intel-
ligence, and bringing people to justice. 

And it’s a dangerous world we live in, 
because there’s still terrorists on the loose. 

And this is the great charge we have. This 
is the first war of the 21st century, and 
it’s a different kind of war. It’s a different 
kind of war than our fathers and grand-
fathers fought. It requires the same amount 
of courage and the same amount of focus. 
And this Government will continue to pro-
vide that focus. 

U.S. Relations With the Muslim World 
Q. Sir, there’s a report out today that 

shows a sharp deterioration in public atti-
tudes abroad about this country, particu-
larly among Muslim nations and key allies 
like Turkey and Pakistan. Are you con-
cerned, sir, that your message that this is— 
that the anti-terror campaign is not a war 
against Islam is somehow not getting to 
those people? 

The President. Well, I haven’t seen the 
report. As you know, I remain skeptical 
about polls. I don’t run my administration 
based upon polls and focus groups. I’m 
running this war against terror based upon 
freedom and doing my obligation to make 
sure our children can grow up in a free 
and safe society. 

I hope the message that we fight not 
a religion but a group of fanatics which 
have hijacked a religion is getting through. 
I understand the propaganda machines are 
cranked up in the international community 
that paints our country in a bad light. We’ll 
do everything we can to remind people that 
we’ve never been a nation of conquerors; 
we’re a nation of liberators. 

And I would ask the skeptics to look 
at Afghanistan, where not only did this 
country rout the Taliban, which was one 
of the most barbaric regimes in the history 
of mankind, but thanks to our strength and 
our compassion, many young girls now go 
to school for the first time. General 
McNeill, who is our general in Afghanistan, 
was in today, in the Situation Room, and 
gave me a briefing about the human condi-
tion in Afghanistan. It’s improving dramati-
cally. There are projects after projects after 
projects of—going forward where the 
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United States and other NGOs are involved 
to improve the human condition. 

The Muslim world will eventually realize, 
if they don’t now, that we believe in free-
dom and we respect all individuals. Unlike 
the killers, we value each life in America. 
Everybody is precious. Everybody counts. 

And to the extent that we need to con-
tinue to make that message work, we will 
try to do so. But the best thing we can 
do is to show results from our activities 
and be able to point to the fact that not 
only did we liberate Afghanistan from the 
Taliban, we remain in place, with a lot of 
aid and a lot of help. And the suffering 

of the—the human condition is improving, 
and suffering is less because of the United 
States of America. 

Thank you all. Thanks for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:58 a.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq; Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan of the United Nations; Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon of Israel; and Lt. Gen. Dan K. 
McNeill, USA, commander of U.S. forces in 
Afghanistan. H.R. 3833, approved December 
4, was assigned Public Law No. 107–317. 

Remarks on Lighting the Hanukkah Menorah 
December 4, 2002 

Welcome. This is the sixth night of Ha-
nukkah, the Jewish festival of lights. This 
holiday marks the victory of Jewish patriots 
over oppression more than two millennia 
ago. The menorah represents an ancient 
miracle, in which a lamp with only enough 
oil for one day burned eight. 

Each year, Hanukkah brings a message 
of hope—that light will overcome darkness, 
that goodness will overcome evil, and that 
faith can accomplish miracles. 

Today, the spirit of those early patriots 
lives in the lives of the state of Israel and 
throughout the Jewish community and 
among all brave people who fight violence 
and terror. We pray that this season of 
light will also be a season of peace for 
the Jewish people. 

We are joined this evening by the mem-
bers of the Ramaz Chamber Choir. Ramaz 

is a modern orthodox Jewish day school 
in Manhattan, and we’re grateful to the 
students for making the trip to join us 
today. 

I also want to thank Congregation 
Rodeph Shalom in Philadelphia for the use 
of this beautiful menorah. Founded in 
1795, Rodeph Shalom was the first 
Ashkenazic congregation established in the 
Western Hemisphere. 

Lighting the menorah will be Daniella 
and Alexandra Wald from New York City. 
We welcome the girls here, and the honor 
is yours. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:20 p.m. in 
the Bookseller’s Area in the East Wing at 
the White House. 
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Statement on the 100th Birthday of Senator Strom Thurmond 
December 4, 2002 

As United States Senator Strom Thur-
mond turns 100, I am proud to join the 
people of South Carolina in praising him, 
his values, and his good works. 

Celebrating his 100th birthday as a sit-
ting U.S. Senator is unique in our history, 
as was his 1954 election to the Senate as 
a write-in candidate. He has served his fel-
low citizens as teacher, coach, State legis-
lator, and Governor. Additionally, while 
serving as a circuit court judge, he volun-
teered for combat duty during World War 
II and later landed a glider at Normandy 
on D-Day at the age of 41. For his military 
service, he earned 18 decorations, medals, 
and awards, including the Legion of Merit 
with Oak Leaf Cluster, Bronze Star for 

Valor, Purple Heart, Belgian Order of the 
Crown, and French Croix de Guerre. 

I had the privilege of campaigning across 
South Carolina with Senator Thurmond in 
1988. I will never forget his beautiful 
speeches, his love for the people, and their 
love for him. 

My family and I are among the myriad 
who have great respect and admiration for 
the Senator. His patriotism, courage, and 
lifetime dedication to South Carolina and 
his Nation will always be remembered. I 
am looking forward to having Senator Thur-
mond at the White House Friday to cele-
brate his centennial year. 

God bless you, Strom. The Nation and 
I are grateful for your life of service. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the National 
Emergencies With Respect to the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia 
and Montenegro) and Kosovo 
December 4, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c), I am providing a combined 
6-month report prepared by my Adminis-
tration on the national emergencies de-
clared with respect to the Federal Republic 
of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) in 
Executive Order 12808 on May 30, 1992, 

and Kosovo in Executive Order 13088 on 
June 9, 1998. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives, and Richard B. Cheney, President of 
the Senate. An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this letter. 
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Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Daniel T. arap Moi of Kenya 
and Prime Minister Meles Zenawi of Ethiopia and an Exchange With 
Reporters 
December 5, 2002 

President Bush. Here’s what we’re going 
to do. I’m going to welcome our friends 
to the Cabinet Room in the White House. 
Each leader will make a statement. We’ll 
then have one question from an American, 
one question from a Kenyan, and one ques-
tion from an Ethiopian. The President and 
the Prime Minister will decide who gets 
the questions, as will I. 

First, it’s an honor to welcome President 
Moi and Prime Minister Meles to the— 
this is where we do our work, the Cabinet 
Room. We welcome two strong friends of 
America here, two leaders of countries 
which have joined us in the—to fight the 
global war on terror, two steadfast allies, 
two people that the American people can 
count on when it comes to winning the 
first war of the 21st century. And I’m so 
pleased that the President and the Prime 
Minister have agreed to come and have 
a substantive visit. I thank their delegations 
for coming with them, and I look forward 
to a good and open discussion about how 
we can advance our respective interests. 

So Mr. President, welcome. President 
Moi is a strong leader of Kenya. He is 
leading the country to a transition period 
through open elections. And Mr. President, 
you have distinguished yourself by your 
service to your country, and I appreciate 
that, and we welcome you. 

President Moi. Thank you very much in-
deed. I’m delighted to have my last visit 
to the United States as President of the 
Republic of Kenya. We are—I am here 
to discuss a wide range of issues. The most 
important issue is the security within the 
Horn of Africa and particularly my own 
country, Kenya. 

These are important issues which will en-
able us to handle and manage terrorism 

in that part of the world. And so I am 
delighted to be in Washington today. 

President Bush. Mr. President, thank 
you. And of course, I want to reiterate what 
I have said before, and that is, our country 
mourns the loss of life in Kenya, the trag-
edy that befell your country as a result 
of killers trying to terrorize freedom-loving 
people. And I appreciate your leadership 
on that issue. 

Mr. Prime Minister, I’m so honored that 
you’re here. Welcome. 

Prime Minister Meles. Thank you, Mr. 
President. We are all here very glad that 
we’ve been welcomed to Washington. A 
moment ago you said that we are engaged 
in the first war of the 21st century. We 
believe that the war against terrorism is 
a war against people who have not caught 
up with the 21st century, who have values 
and ideals that are contrary to the values 
of the 21st century. And in that context, 
it’s a fight not between the United States 
and some groups; it’s a fight between those 
who want to catch up with the 21st century 
and those who want to remain where they 
are. 

So I want to assure you that we are 
all with you against forces of terror and— 
[inaudible]—and I appreciate your support 
and leadership. Thank you very much for 
welcoming us—— 

President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Prime 
Minister. 

We’ll have one question from each side 
here. Jackson [David Jackson, Dallas Morn-
ing News]. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hussein’s Decision 
To Disarm 

Q. Mr. President, I’ve been out in the 
country on vacation, and a lot of people 
have asked me, ‘‘What are the chances that 
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we’re actually going to war with Iraq?’’ I 
mean, how likely is war, and what would 
trigger it? 

President Bush. Right. That’s the ques-
tion that you should ask to Saddam Hus-
sein. [Laughter] It’s his choice to make. 
And Saddam Hussein must disarm. The 
international community has come together 
through the United Nations Security Coun-
cil and voted 15 to nothing for Saddam 
Hussein to disarm. We recently got back 
from NATO, where our NATO Allies voted 
overwhelmingly to send the same message. 

So David, to answer your question, the 
question is whether or not he chooses to 
disarm, and we hope he does. For the sake 
of peace, he must disarm. 

There are inspectors inside the country 
now, and the inspectors are there not to 
play a game of hide-and-seek, but they’re 
there to verify whether or not Mr. Saddam 
Hussein is going to disarm. And we hope 
he does. 

Q. But at what point would you make 
that decision? 

President Bush. We hope he does. You’ll 
see. 

Mr. President, would you care to call 
from somebody from the Kenyan press? 
You don’t have to if you don’t want to. 
[Laughter] I thought it would be hos-
pitable. 

Q. I’m here from Ethiopia. 
President Bush. Well, we’ll get you next, 

sir. [Laughter] Is the Kenyan reporter 
here? Oh, there. 

War on Terror/U.S. Assistance to Kenya 
and Ethiopia 

Q. I would like to know, since Kenya 
has been a victim of terrorism, what has 
the U.S. Government put into place, what 
measures have you put into place to assist 
Kenya—— 

President Bush. Yes. Well, that’s what 
we’re going to talk about, of course. And 
part of the reason the President has come 
is to discuss ways that we can continue 

our aid program and continue our work 
together. 

The other thing we must remember is 
that the war on terror is global in nature 
and that if the terrorists could strike in 
Kenya, they could strike in Ethiopia; they 
could strike in Europe; and that we must 
continue this war, to hunt these killers 
down one at a time, to bring them to jus-
tice, which means information sharing. 
We’re pleased with the information sharing 
we’re getting from our allies here. It means 
cutting off the money, and it means bring-
ing to justice—like the Kenyan authorities 
will be doing to those who kill and take 
innocent life. 

Would you care to call on somebody 
from your press corps? 

Q. I’m going to repeat the same question 
the Kenyan reporter asked of you. What 
could be exactly the role of the United 
States in assisting those African countries, 
particularly who are the victims of ter-
rorism? 

President Bush. Yes. Well, information 
sharing, for example—we’ve got a good in-
telligence-gathering network, made stronger 
by the fact that we share information be-
tween countries. But if we get wind that 
somebody is thinking about doing some-
thing to Ethiopia, we’re prepared to work 
with the Ethiopian Government to disrupt 
any plans. 

The best thing we can do to help secure 
your countries is to chase the killers down, 
and we’re making good progress. Slowly but 
surely, we’re dismantling an Al Qaida net-
work. And that inures to the benefit of 
all the countries of the world. 

We, of course, will be talking to—about 
issues such as drought as well. We’ll be 
talking about other issues, economic vitality. 
I’ll be thanking these leaders for their work 
in bringing stability and peace to their part 
of the continent of Africa. These are lead-
ers; these are men who have stepped for-
ward and have shown vision and leadership, 
and we’re grateful for that. 

Thank you all for coming. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. in a Spanish language transcript of these re-
the Cabinet Room at the White House. The marks.
Office of the Press Secretary also released 

Remarks on the Celebration of Eid al-Fitr 
December 5, 2002 

Thank you very much, sir. It’s good to 
be with you again. And it is my honor 
to visit the Islamic Center of Washington 
once again. 

For half a century, this beautiful mosque 
has served as a place of worship for Mus-
lims and has helped to advance under-
standing between people of different faiths. 
Millions of our fellow Americans practice 
the Muslim faith. They lead lives of honesty 
and justice and compassion. 

I am pleased to join you today in the 
celebration of Eid, the culmination of the 
holy month of Ramadan. I appreciate so 
very much Dr. Khouj, and I want to thank 
the other distinguished imams from the 
Washington, DC, area. Thank you all for 
being here. And I enjoyed our visit. I also 
appreciate the Muslim schoolchildren who 
are here, telling me stories and reading 
poems and showing me artwork. Please tell 
them thanks again for their hospitality. 

Islam traces its origins back to God’s call 
on Abraham. And Ramadan commemorates 
the revelation of God’s word in the Holy 
Koran to the prophet Muhammad, a word 
that is read and recited with special atten-
tion and reverence by Muslims during this 
season. 

Over the past month, Muslims have fast-
ed, taking no food or water during daylight 
hours, in order to refocus their minds on 
faith and redirect their hearts to charity. 
Muslims worldwide have stretched out a 
hand of mercy to those in need. Charity 
tables, at which the poor can break their 
fast, line the streets of cities and towns. 
And gifts of food and clothing and money 
are distributed to ensure that all share in 

God’s abundance. Muslims often invite 
members of other families to their evening 
iftaar meals, demonstrating a spirit of toler-
ance. 

During Eid al-Fitr, Muslims celebrate 
the completion of their fast and the bless-
ings of renewed faith that have come with 
it. Customs vary between countries, from 
illuminating lanterns in Egypt to lighting 
firecrackers in Pakistan, to inviting elders 
to traditional feasts in Niger. Around the 
world, families and neighbors and friends 
gather to share traditional foods and con-
gratulate each other on meeting the test 
of Ramadan. 

The spirit behind this holiday is a re-
minder that Islam brings hope and comfort 
to more than a billion people worldwide. 
Islam affirms God’s justice and insists on 
man’s moral responsibility. This holiday is 
also an occasion to remember that Islam 
gave birth to a rich civilization of learning 
that has benefited mankind. 

Here in the United States, our Muslim 
citizens are making many contributions in 
business, science and law, medicine and 
education, and in other fields. Muslim 
members of our Armed Forces and of my 
administration are serving their fellow 
Americans with distinction, upholding our 
Nation’s ideals of liberty and justice in a 
world at peace. And in our Nation’s Cap-
ital, this center contributes greatly to our 
spiritual and cultural life. 

On behalf of Laura and our family and 
the American people, I bring our best wish-
es to all who worship here and to Muslims 
throughout the world for a joyous Eid and 
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for health and happiness and prosperity in ington, DC. In his remarks, he referred to 
the year to come. Abdullah Khouj, director of the center. The 

Eid Mubarak. God bless. Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of these re-

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. in marks. 
the mosque at the Islamic Center of Wash-

Message on the Observance of Eid al-Fitr, 2002 
December 5, 2002 

I send greetings to Muslims in the 
United States and around the world as you 
celebrate Eid al-Fitr, the Festival of Break-
ing the Fast. 

At the end of Ramadan, the Islamic 
month of fasting, worship, and reflection, 
Eid celebrates the renewal of faith, hope, 
and compassion. During this time of great 
rejoicing, Muslims give thanks for the bless-
ings they have been granted, and dem-
onstrate their commitment to the Qur’an’s 
teachings by helping those in need. These 
acts of kindness and generosity strengthen 
communities worldwide, and as we observe 
this holiday season, I encourage Americans 
of all faiths to join in building a culture 
of service that demonstrates the true char-
acter of our Nation. 

America treasures the relationship we 
have with our many Muslim friends, and 
we respect the vibrant faith of Islam which 
inspires countless individuals to lead lives 
of honesty, integrity, and morality. This 
year, may Eid also be a time in which 
we recognize the values of progress, plu-
ralism, and acceptance that bind us to-
gether as a Nation and a global community. 
By working together to advance mutual un-
derstanding, we point the way to a brighter 
future for all. 

Laura joins me in sending our best wish-
es for a joyous Eid, and for health, happi-
ness, and prosperity in the coming year. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Remarks on Lighting the National Christmas Tree 
December 5, 2002 

Thank you very much. With the lighting 
of the National Christmas Tree, we observe 
one of the great traditions of our Nation’s 
Capital. And throughout the Christmas sea-
son, we recall that God’s love is found in 
humble places, and God’s peace is offered 
to all of us. Laura and I are pleased to 
be with you at this Christmas Pageant of 
Peace, and we thank you all for coming 
as well. 

I want to thank Barbara for hosting this 
event. I want to thank all the entertainers 

for making the night such a special evening. 
Thank you all for coming. I want to thank 
Peter and the board of directors and the 
production team for organizing this fine 
event. I appreciate Santa coming. [Laugh-
ter] Looks like he needs a belt for Christ-
mas. [Laughter] Finally, I want to thank 
all the good people of the National Park 
Service. The National Christmas Tree is a 
living tree, and the Park Service looks after 
it every single day of the year. 
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For nearly 80 years, in times of calm 
and in times of challenge, Americans have 
gathered for this ceremony. The simple 
story we remember during this season 
speaks to every generation. It is the story 
of a quiet birth in a little town on the 
margins of an indifferent empire, yet that 
single event set the direction of history and 
still changes millions of lives. For over two 
millennia, Christmas has carried the mes-
sage that God is with us, and because He’s 
with us, we can always live in hope. 

In this season, we celebrate with our 
families—and deeply miss family members 
no longer with us. Thousands of families 
in our Nation are still grieving over the 
terrible losses that came to them last year 
on September the 11th. We pray for their 
comfort. We pray for the comfort for every-
one who has lost a life this year. 

Our entire Nation is also thinking at this 
time of year of the men and women in 
the military, many of whom will spend this 
Christmas at posts far from home. They 
stand between Americans and grave danger. 
They serve in the cause of peace and free-

dom. They wear the uniform proudly, and 
we are proud of them. 

Laura and I wish every American family 
the blessings of this season, happy holidays, 
and a merry Christmas. And now we have 
the honor of lighting the National Christ-
mas Tree. And joining us we’ve got two 
new friends, Samara Banks and Ben 
Schneller, to help us light this tree. 

Now, if everybody—you all step up here. 
[Laughter] Get ready. Please join us in the 
countdown: Five, four, three, two, one. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:57 p.m. on 
the Ellipse during the annual Christmas Pag-
eant of Peace. In his remarks, he referred 
to actress Barbara Eden, hostess, and Peter 
F. Nostrand, chairman, Christmas Pageant of 
Peace; entertainer Roy Clark, who played 
Santa Claus; and Samara Banks and Ben 
Schneller, children who assisted the Presi-
dent in lighting the National Christmas Tree. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of these 
remarks. 

Statement on the Resignations of Treasury Secretary Paul H. O’Neill and 
National Economic Council Director Larry Lindsey 
December 6, 2002 

My economic team has worked with me 
to craft and implement an economic agenda 
that helped to lead the Nation out of reces-
sion and back into a period of growth. I 
appreciate Paul O’Neill’s and Larry 

The President’s Radio Address 
December 7, 2002 

Good morning. This weekend is the 
deadline for the Iraqi regime to fully dis-
close to the U.N. Security Council all of 

Lindsey’s important contributions to making 
this happen. Both are highly talented and 
dedicated, and they have served my admin-
istration and our Nation well. I thank them 
for their excellent service. 

its weapons of mass destruction. Disarming 
that regime is a central commitment of the 
war on terror. We must and we will prevent 
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terrorist groups and outlaw regimes from 
threatening the American people with cata-
strophic harm. 

Saddam Hussein has been under a duty 
to disarm for more than a decade, yet he 
has consistently and systematically violated 
that obligation and undermined U.N. in-
spections. And he only admitted to a mas-
sive biological weapons program after being 
confronted with the evidence. 

Now the U.N. Security Council and the 
United States have told Saddam Hussein: 
The game is over. Saddam Hussein will 
fully disarm himself of weapons of mass 
destruction, and if he does not, America 
will lead a coalition to disarm him. 

As the new inspections process proceeds, 
the United States will be making only one 
judgment: Has Saddam Hussein changed 
his behavior of the last 11 years and de-
cided to cooperate willingly and comply 
completely, or has he not? 

Inspections will work only if Iraq com-
plies fully and in good faith. Inspectors do 
not have the duty or the ability to uncover 
terrible weapons hidden in a vast country. 
The responsibility of inspectors is simply 
to confirm evidence of voluntary and total 
disarmament. Saddam Hussein has the re-
sponsibility to provide that evidence, as di-
rected and in full. 

The world expects more than Iraq’s co-
operation with inspectors. The world ex-
pects and requires Iraq’s complete, willing, 
and prompt disarmament. It is not enough 
for Iraq to merely open doors for inspec-
tors. Compliance means bringing all re-
quested information and evidence out into 
full view to show that Iraq has abandoned 
the deceptions of the last decade. Any act 
of delay or defiance will prove that Saddam 

Hussein has not adopted the path of com-
pliance and has rejected the path of peace. 

Thus far we are not seeing the funda-
mental shift in practice and attitude that 
the world is demanding. Iraq’s letters to 
the U.N. regarding inspections show that 
their attitude is grudging and conditional. 
And in recent days, Iraq has fired on Amer-
ican and British pilots enforcing the U.N.’s 
no-fly zone. 

Iraq is now required by the United Na-
tions to provide a full and accurate declara-
tion of its weapons of mass destruction and 
ballistic missile programs. We will judge the 
declaration’s honesty and completeness only 
after we have thoroughly examined it, and 
that will take some time. The declaration 
must be credible and accurate and com-
plete, or the Iraqi dictator will have dem-
onstrated to the world once again that he 
has chosen not to change his behavior. 

Americans seek peace in the world. War 
is the last option for confronting threats, 
yet the temporary peace of denial and look-
ing away from danger would only be a prel-
ude to a broader war and greater horror. 
America will confront gathering dangers 
early. By showing our resolve today, we 
are building a future of peace. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10 a.m. 
on December 6 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
December 7. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
December 6 but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast. In his remarks, the Presi-
dent referred to President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript 
of this address. 
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Remarks at the Kennedy Center Honors Reception 
December 8, 2002 

Welcome to the East Room of the White 
House. We are glad you’re here. Laura and 
I are so pleased to join you in honoring 
the achievements of five great Americans. 
We welcome the honorees, and we wel-
come their families and friends who share 
the pride of this special day. 

Each new group of Kennedy Center hon-
orees presents a picture to remember. This 
year we’ve brought together in one room 
a legend of Broadway, the conductor of 
the Met, the composer of ‘‘Mrs. Robin-
son’’—[laughter]—the face of Cleopatra— 
[laughter]—and the voice of Darth Vader. 
[Laughter] 

We’re all looking forward to a fine show 
this evening at the Kennedy Center, pro-
duced once again by George Stevens. To-
night’s event recognizes lives of high 
achievement in the cultural arts. Each one 
of you is known to the American people 
in a way that runs deeper than fame. 
You’ve each made a place of your own in 
the culture of our Nation. And tonight you 
can know that you are appreciated as well 
as being admired. 

People say that the voice of the President 
is the most easily recognized voice in 
America. Well—[laughter]—I’m not going 
to make that claim in the presence of 
James Earl Jones. And that commanding 
voice belongs to one of the finest, most 
respected actors in this generation. 

There was a time when his voice was 
seldom heard. You see, as a boy, Jimmy 
Jones struggled with a speech impediment. 
Often he could communicate with his 
teachers only in writing. This young man 
had a heart full of courage and determina-
tion. And so, he learned debating and pub-
lic speaking, and he read Shakespeare aloud 
to master the feel and rhythm of language. 
Later, he cleaned offices while learning the 
actor’s craft. 

By his own will and God-given talent, 
James Earl Jones gained breakthrough roles 
on the stage and in some of the finest 
films of recent decades, from ‘‘The Great 
White Hope’’ to the ‘‘Field of Dreams.’’ 
Along the way, Americans have come to 
know an artist of seriousness and skill. 
They’ve also come to know a man of great 
dignity whose voice we hope to hear for 
many years to come. Congratulations. 

It is not commonly known, but Paul 
Simon got his start on the stage as well, 
as the White Rabbit—[laughter]—in a sixth 
grade production of ‘‘Alice in Wonderland.’’ 
[Laughter] Playing the Cheshire Cat was 
his new friend Art Garfunkel. 

Paul Simon still thinks of himself as a 
boy from Queens. America thinks of Paul 
Simon as the writer of some of the most 
memorable songs of our times and a singer 
of eloquence and integrity. From collabo-
rative works such as ‘‘Bridge Over Troubled 
Waters’’ to the groundbreaking rhythms of 
‘‘Graceland,’’ Paul has defied musical 
boundaries, appealed to all generations, and 
expressed the ideals and hopes of mankind. 

He once studied to be a lawyer. When 
he chose another path, the legal profession 
missed out on volumes of moving and lyr-
ical briefs. [Laughter] His decision to be 
a performer led him to Paris, where in 
the early 1960’s you could have seen Paul 
Simon performing alone, for anyone who 
cared to stop and listen could have not 
known then that he would one day draw 
some of the largest live audiences ever. 

When you listen to Paul Simon’s songs, 
you hear a gentle and truthful voice from 
a gifted man with a good heart. For the 
words and music he’s brought to all our 
lives, America today honors Paul Simon. 

James Levine knew from his earliest 
years that he was destined for a life in 
music. In the decades since, he has con-
ducted major orchestras around the world 
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and is himself an institution as the maestro 
of the New York Metropolitan Opera. 

At the age of 3, he was playing melodies 
on the piano. His mother and father took 
him to symphonies where he would sit with 
the open score on his lap, conducting with 
a knitting needle. [Laughter] By age 9, he 
was producing full operas on a puppet stage 
at home. Helen and Lawrence Levine en-
couraged their son’s extraordinary talent, 
while letting nobody exploit him. This prod-
igy matured into one of the most influential 
conductors America has ever produced. 

James Levine is known for an under-
stated style, drawing attention to the music 
itself, with his vivid and precise interpreta-
tions. And his artistic vision has preserved 
and advanced the unmatched reputation of 
the Metropolitan Opera. 

James Levine has said that ‘‘music chose 
me, because I can’t remember life without 
it.’’ For the rest of us, it is hard to think 
of American classical music without him. 
So tonight, the music world is grateful for 
the disciplined artistry and joyful presence 
of maestro James Levine. 

Our fourth honoree has been described 
by one theater critic as ‘‘20,000 volts of 
untamed electricity.’’ [Laughter] Anyone 
who has seen Chita Rivera on the stage 
or screen knows what that critic means. 
Her professionalism, enthusiasm, and style 
have set a Broadway standard that few have 
ever reached. 

Chita began her training in classical bal-
let and became a star in ‘‘West Side Story.’’ 
She went on to acclaimed performances in 
‘‘Bye Bye Birdie,’’ ‘‘Sweet Charity,’’ ‘‘Chi-
cago,’’ and many other great shows. She’s 
the owner of two Tony awards and has 
been nominated for five more. Her hard 
work and personal warmth have gained her 
the respect of her peers and the affection 
of the American people. 

It is fitting we recognize these accom-
plishments here in her hometown. Her 
family lived on Buchanan Street. Chita’s fa-
ther played in the Navy Band. Her late 
mother, Katherine, who worked for the 

Government, remains her inspiration in life. 
Chita said, ‘‘I am only an extension of my 
mother. I look like her. I think like her. 
Every step I do on that stage is for her.’’ 
And I know, Chita, that your mother would 
also be proud of you today as America pays 
tribute to your distinguished career and 
your wonderful spirit. 

On a fall afternoon in 1951, President 
Harry Truman welcomed a group of young 
actresses to the White House. [Laughter] 
Among them was Elizabeth Taylor. At that 
event, Truman wondered aloud what the 
next 50 years would bring in the film indus-
try. He added, ‘‘I know some of these 
young ladies will see that day.’’ Well, stand-
ing here in 2002, we are honored to wel-
come back that lovely girl who became one 
of the most accomplished and compelling 
actresses in movie history. 

Elizabeth Taylor’s early pictures, like 
‘‘National Velvet’’ and ‘‘Lassie Come 
Home,’’ turned many reviewers into fans. 
One wrote, ‘‘Her face is alive with youthful 
spirit. Her voice has the softness of sweet 
song, and her whole manner is one of re-
freshing grace.’’ Through the years, her 
performances in such films as ‘‘Giant’’ and 
‘‘Butterfield 8’’ and ‘‘Cat on a Hot Tin 
Roof’’ showed a depth and intensity that 
set her apart. Her face is one of the most 
memorable ever captured on film, and for 
millions of Americans, Elizabeth Taylor is 
the very definition of acting talent and 
movie stardom. 

She has also given her heart to important 
causes, especially the defeat of AIDS. For 
her compassionate life and for a film career 
like no other, the Kennedy Center and the 
American people honor Elizabeth Taylor. 

Each of our five honorees has shared 
great gifts and has enriched the life of our 
Nation. They have given us all many fond 
memories, and I hope these distinguished 
Americans and their families and friends 
will cherish the memory of this evening. 

Thank you all for coming. May God bless 
you all, and may God continue to bless 
America. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 5:22 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. 

Remarks Announcing the Nomination of John Snow To Be Secretary of the 
Treasury 
December 9, 2002 

The President. Thank you. Please be seat-
ed. Good morning. Today I’m pleased to 
announce my nominee for the Secretary of 
the Treasury. John Snow has excelled as 
a business leader, an expert on economic 
policy, an academic, and as a public serv-
ant. He’ll be a superb member of my Cabi-
net. 

I also want to welcome Carolyn here 
today. Thank you for coming. I’m honored 
you’re here. 

As we look to a new year and a new 
Congress, John Snow will be a key adviser 
on the economy and a key advocate for 
my administration’s agenda for growth, new 
jobs, and wider and more international 
trade. I’ll be proposing specific steps to in-
crease the momentum of our economic re-
covery, and the Treasury Secretary will be 
at the center of this effort. I appreciate 
John’s willingness to serve our country. 

In a varied and productive career, John 
Snow has shown consistent qualities of 
foresight and integrity and public spirit. 
He’s led one of our Nation’s largest rail-
roads with skill and success. He knows first-
hand how the economy works. His peers 
elected him to lead the Business Round-
table, where he was an articulate voice for 
pro-growth policies. 

John has a deep, longstanding commit-
ment to ethical corporate governance. And 
as the cochairman of an important commis-
sion on public trust and private enterprise, 
he holds a Ph.D. in economics and has 
taught in the field. He served in the execu-
tive branch under two Presidents. 

John returns to public service at an im-
portant moment for our economy. Inflation 

is firmly under control, which keeps the 
cost of food, clothing, and other necessities 
more affordable. Mortgage rates interest re-
main at historic lows, making home prices 
more reasonable for millions of Americans. 
A 5.6-percent increase in productivity over 
the last four quarters is the biggest of any 
comparable period since 1973. And growth 
has returned to the American economy. 

Yet, we also face specific challenges that 
could slow the recovery and limit future 
growth. Parts of America are expecting— 
are experiencing persistent unemployment. 
Many Americans have very little money 
leftover after taxes. Some struggle under 
a weight of debt that makes is difficult to 
save for retirement. Investor confidence 
needs to be strengthened in practical ways. 

The new Congress will have a responsi-
bility to address these challenges. My ad-
ministration will make specific proposals as 
how best to address these challenges. I look 
forward to working with John Snow, as we 
move forward on a growth-and-jobs pack-
age. He and I share a basic conviction: 
We believe the strength of our economy 
lies in the unmatched enterprise and cre-
ativity and hard work of the America peo-
ple. 

It is the task of Government to create 
an environment in which these qualities are 
rewarded and where jobs are generated, 
especially by small businesses in America. 
My administration has acted on these prin-
ciples, and we will continue to do so. John 
will be the senior member of a new eco-
nomic team. 
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From the day I took office, I’ve been 
fortunate to have outstanding economic ad-
visers at the Treasury Department and in 
the White House. I’m deeply grateful to 
Secretary Paul O’Neill and Dr. Larry 
Lindsey for their leadership, particularly in 
the aftermath of September the 11th, 2001. 
They share credit for an historic tax relief 
and other economic policies that moved our 
economy from recession to growth. 

Paul and Larry are two of the most fine, 
honorable, decent men I’ve ever served 
with. They can be proud for all they have 
done for their country. 

There is important work ahead to bring 
greater economic growth in the new year. 
This economy is strong, and we can make 
it stronger. I’m eager for the task, and so 
is our next Secretary of the Treasury. And 

I hope the United States Senate will act 
quickly to confirm John Snow. 
[At this point, Secretary-designate Snow 
made brief remarks.] 

The President. Congratulations, sir. Wel-
come. 

Secretary-designate Snow. Thank you. 
The President. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building. In his remarks, he 
referred to Carolyn Snow, wife of Secretary-
designate Snow. The transcript released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary also in-
cluded the remarks of Secretary-designate 
Snow. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of 
these remarks. 

Statement on the Peace Agreement in Indonesia 
December 9, 2002 

I congratulate the Government of Indo-
nesia and the leadership of the Free Aceh 
Movement on the peace agreement signed 
on December 9th. The United States 
strongly supports this courageous effort to 
end a conflict that has cost thousands of 
innocent lives in Aceh and torn at the fab-
ric of Indonesia for almost three decades. 
I commend President Megawati and the 
people of Aceh for choosing the path of 
reconciliation over the path of violence. I 
applaud the determined efforts of the 
Henri Dunant Center which made this 
agreement possible. 

The United States strongly supports the 
agreement’s monitoring mechanisms, which 
will ensure that both sides follow through 
on their commitments. We welcome deci-
sions by the Governments of Thailand and 

the Philippines to deploy monitors in sup-
port of that mission. To reinforce the 
peace, the United States will work closely 
with Japan, Australia, and Indonesia’s other 
partners in the coming months to provide 
humanitarian and reconstruction assistance 
for Aceh. 

Today’s agreement demonstrates that In-
donesia’s efforts to fight terror and main-
tain a united Indonesian nation are fully 
compatible with principled efforts to ad-
dress legitimate political grievances. The 
agreement offers the hope of greater auton-
omy and respect for the people of Aceh. 
I call on all parties to the agreement to 
faithfully meet their commitments and 
build the better future that all peaceloving 
Indonesians expect and deserve. 
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Remarks on Business Strengthening America’s ‘‘Day of Service’’ 
December 10, 2002 

Thank you all very much. Thanks for 
coming today. Thanks for your warm wel-
come. Thanks to the leaders here who rep-
resent industry and compassion, for your 
important commitment to promote an ethic 
of service in our Nation, to encourage your 
employees to serve something greater than 
themselves. 

You know, this is a really, really strong 
nation we have. We’re strong militarily, but 
that’s not our greatest strength. The great-
est strength of America is the people of 
America. The people of America have got 
enormous hearts, great desire to help oth-
ers. The enemy struck us on September 
the 11th, 2001. They obviously didn’t know 
who they were striking. They struck the 
greatest nation on the face of the Earth 
and, in so doing, inspired a spirit of Amer-
ica that is alive and well. And those of 
us in positions of responsibility must cap-
ture that spirit, for the good of the Amer-
ican people. 

In our plenty, there are people who hurt. 
And the wealthiest nation on the face of 
the Earth, we’ve got to remember there 
are some who doubt the promise of Amer-
ica. There are people who are hungry, peo-
ple who don’t have places to live, people 
who are adrift. The great challenge of the 
21st century is not only to keep the peace, 
but the great challenge of the 21st century 
is, turn the evil done to America into an 
incredible good by making sure that people 
all across our land realize the hope of the 
American experience. 

There is no question in my mind Amer-
ica can achieve that goal. There is no 
doubt. And today we’re to talk about how— 
one step to achieving that goal. 

As you know, I’ve been setting up a dif-
ferent economic team to make sure we 
continue on the good works of the previous 
economic team to grow our economy. 
That’s our focus. We want people working 

jobs. We’re encouraging the expansion of 
good jobs. But our purpose today is to 
make sure that as we focus on good jobs, 
we also focus on good works, to make sure 
that the American spirit is alive and well 
in every part of our community. 

I want to thank our Secretary of Com-
merce, my great, longtime friend Don 
Evans, for not only his service to our coun-
try but his understanding about the com-
passion agenda that our country must em-
brace. I want to thank the chief operating 
officers of the components of the USA 
Freedom Corps who are here: Les 
Lenkowsky, who runs AmeriCorps and 
SeniorCorps; Mike Brown, the Deputy Di-
rector of FEMA, who is in charge of the 
Citizen Corps component; and Gaddi 
Vasquez, who is in charge of our Peace 
Corps—all obviously Corps members. 
[Laughter] I want to thank the members 
of the Business Strengthening America 
steering committee who organized this 
event and today’s events. 

If we want to usher in a period of re-
sponsible behavior in America, people must 
behave responsibly. And part of behaving 
responsibly is to understand the responsibil-
ities that come with being a CEO. It’s not 
only the responsibility to tell the truth; it’s 
the responsibility to use your position to 
encourage compassion. And I’m proud of 
this organization. And today we’re going to 
expand the vision and goals of this organi-
zation. 

I appreciate the U.S. Chamber, the Cen-
ter for Corporate Citizenship for working 
on these initiatives. 

After September the 11th, a lot of our 
fellow citizens found a deeper appreciation 
for our freedom. That’s a fact. A lot of 
people began to take a look at their lives 
and realize that values of service are really 
important—values of faith and values of 
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family and values of service to their coun-
try. They realize that serving something 
greater than themselves is a part of being 
a patriotic American, that patriotism was 
being redefined in a positive way. 

And millions are now responding to the 
call to service in all kinds of ways: Volun-
teering in the soup kitchen. Something dear 
to my heart and Laura’s heart is the men-
toring of children to not only teach them 
how to read but make sure that they under-
stand that there is love in our society. Peo-
ple are working in schools and libraries and 
police departments and hospitals. 

We’ve got great hearts in America, but 
a lot of folks don’t have the time to serve, 
and that’s what we’re here to discuss today. 
They would like to be spending more time 
helping people in need, but they’ve got a 
job to do. They’ve got to show up for work, 
so they can put money on the table. And 
when companies support volunteer serv-
ice—it’s important for the CEOs and the 
COOs and the board of directors to under-
stand, when you support volunteer service 
and provide time, you really unleash the 
heart of America. And the firms rep-
resented here are doing just that, and I 
want to thank you for that. I want to thank 
you a lot. 

The Business Strengthening America is 
led by corporate leaders who understand 
the need to encourage volunteer service. 
Companies that are part of the Business 
Strengthening America are making funda-
mental and institutional changes to support 
service to our country. Businesses are offer-
ing paid leave for employees who volunteer 
in their communities. I want to thank you 
for that. You’re setting a great example for 
others. They’re giving a percentage of em-
ployee time or donating products, like soft-
ware, or making outright financial contribu-
tions in order to do your part to be a 
sound citizen of this country. You’re placing 
senior executives on boards to make sure 
that accounting practices or legal practices 
are sound and wise. You enlist customers 
and clients to mentor or tutor. There’s all 

kinds of things happening in America today, 
all aimed at making sure the American ex-
perience is alive and well for every single 
citizen. 

I appreciate you including information 
about the USA Freedom Corps on your 
web sites, on bank statements, on grocery 
bags all throughout America. We have a 
competitive workplace, a marketplace here 
in America, and that’s healthy and strong. 
The more competition, the better it is for 
Americans. But in this endeavor, there is 
no competition; there’s collaboration to fig-
ure out the best way to make sure America 
is a compassionate country. 

Last June, the Business Strengthening 
America was formed with 18 members. 
Eighteen brave souls stepped forward and 
said, ‘‘I want to help. I want to make a 
difference.’’ In less than 6 months, the 
group has grown to 100 members. It rep-
resents 2 million employees. That is a 
major division in the army of compassion. 

Today the Business Strengthening Amer-
ica is launching an effort to increase the 
membership to more than 500 companies 
by next June. We’re going to do so—to 
encourage membership, starting today. I 
hope the CEOs of America—the CEOs of 
America’s companies, both large and small, 
hear the call to join this group, to be a 
part of the 500 by next June. It is essential 
that you understand the call to service ex-
tends to you as well. 

We’re going to have regional conferences 
in cities across our country to continue the 
momentum of a cultural shift to service. 
The amazing thing is, I think, when a com-
pany representative talks to these leaders 
who have been involved in this project, 
you’ll find that when you show concern, 
it helps your customer base. It helps em-
ployee morale. It says—sends messages into 
the community in which you exist that 
you’re more than just a capitalistic enter-
prise; you’re a capitalistic enterprise with 
a strong conscience. 

You’ll find that employees walk a little 
better down the halls of your companies 
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when you’ve encouraged them to help a 
neighbor in need. There’s nothing like giv-
ing a little bit of yourself to enrich your 
life. And when the person’s life is enriched, 
so is the company as a whole. 

A lot of people talk about building loyalty 
in the consumer base, your customer base. 
It’s amazing what happens when you serve 
something, you serve something in need, 
in terms of building loyalty. There’s nothing 
like building loyalty by helping somebody 
in need. 

Acts of service are supported by busi-
nesses, yet they’re obviously performed by 
people. People must lead. And today I was 
pleased to see that after this meeting, folks 
in this room will set an example by going 
to build a playground in Washington, DC. 
Take your muffler. [Laughter] 

Donnie Evans and members of my staff 
did the exact same thing. We have—all of 
us have a responsibility to do more than 
just talk it up. We’ve got a responsibility 
to actually perform and do the deed itself. 
And I encourage members of my adminis-
tration to do just that. And our Secretary 
of Commerce set the example for members 
of my Cabinet. 

The Business Strengthening America is 
a part of a new culture of service. USA 
Freedom Corps is providing information to 
millions. John Bridgeland, who runs our of-
fice, has done a fabulous job of using mod-
ern technologies to spread the word, tech-
nologies that say, ‘‘If you want to volunteer, 
get on the web page, and here are the 
opportunities close to your house.’’ We’ve 
really got thousands of opportunities for 
people, for the individual to show up. And 
people are responding. Nearly 118,000 indi-
viduals have contacted the Peace Corps for 
applications since I put out the call. That’s 
a lot. 

We not only encourage service at home, 
obviously through the Peace Corps initia-
tive, we encourage service abroad as well. 
You see, the interesting thing about this 
country which sets us apart from the terror-
ists, for example, is we say, ‘‘Every life mat-

ters. Everybody counts. Everybody has 
worth.’’ Contrast to Al Qaida-type killers. 
They don’t say, ‘‘Everybody has worth.’’ 
They believe only a few matter. But Amer-
ica says everybody counts, no matter if you 
live in America or elsewhere. And Peace 
Corps is going to spread that gospel and 
spread that message and make sure that 
people have got the benefits of freedom 
available for them, just like we have it here 
at home. 

The Senior Corps and the AmeriCorps 
are expanding mightily under Les’ leader-
ship. They’re doing a lot to work to mentor 
and clean parks and take care of the elder-
ly. Listen, part of making sure America is 
a compassionate place means acts as simple 
as walking into a shut-in’s home and saying, 
‘‘I love you,’’ on a regular basis. We’re not 
talking about great acts of courage in order 
to change America; we’re talking about sim-
ple acts of love. 

Two hundred and forty-six Senior Corps 
councils have been formed, outlets for peo-
ple to express their concern about the fu-
ture of our country. These happen to be 
formed to respond to a disaster of any kind, 
including a terrorist attack. But it’s healthy 
for a community to provide outlets for folks 
to show up and say, ‘‘I want to be a part 
of a disaster response team.’’ Doctors and 
nurses are joining what we now call the 
Medical Reserve Corps to help commu-
nities with major emergencies. Volunteers 
are at police and fire departments now. 
In other words, the call is being responded 
to. And I want to thank the American peo-
ple. 

Each of the activities that we talk about 
at the USA Freedom Corps or this organi-
zation will touch a life and strengthen the 
country. And the important thing that we’re 
doing today, I hope, and I know you all 
hope, will send a clear signal to our young 
that serving something greater than them-
selves in life is a part of the American 
experience. 

I hope that people who are interested 
in serving America log on to the 
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usafreedomcorps.gov web site or call 1– 
877–USA–CORPS. It will give you a chance 
to be a part of the army of compassion. 
You can find ways in which you can serve 
this great Nation. You can be a part of 
making sure the American experience is 
strong and alive and well all across the 
greatest country on the face of the Earth. 

Thank you all for your compassion. 
Thank you for your care. Thank you for 
your leadership. May God bless your works, 
and may God continue to bless America. 
Thanks for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:55 a.m. at 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. 

Remarks Announcing the Nomination of William Donaldson To Be 
Chairman of the Securities and Exchange Commission 
December 10, 2002 

The President. Good morning. The health 
and future of the American economy de-
pends heavily on the honesty of American 
business and the integrity of the securities 
markets. Investors must have completely 
fair and accurate information to make 
sound investment decisions. The Federal 
Government, through the Securities and 
Exchange Commission, enforces the basic 
truthfulness requirement of our society. 

Today I announce my nominee to serve 
as the Chairman of the SEC. Bill Donald-
son will be a strong leader with a clear 
mission: to vigorously enforce our Nation’s 
laws against corporate corruption and to 
uphold the highest standards of integrity 
in the securities markets. 

I am proud you’re here. I also want to 
thank Jane and Adam and Matthew and 
Kimberly and Andre for being here as well, 
the Donaldson family. 

Bill is one of the most respected business 
leaders in our Nation. And he brings a 
unique and diverse background to this real-
ly important task. As a founder of a leading 
investment banking firm, he understands 
the capital markets, and he understands fi-
nancial institutions. As the chairman of the 
New York Stock Exchange, he set high 
business standards and worked for the in-
terests of the small investor. As the found-
ing dean of the Yale School of Manage-
ment, he sees business as a calling which 

demands high standards of integrity. He’s 
a lifelong entrepreneur, a Marine Corps 
veteran. He’s an experienced and dedicated 
public servant. He’s a good man. Through-
out his exceptional career, Bill Donaldson 
has shown an ability to take on big assign-
ments, to confront big problems, and to 
meet big challenges with a lot of energy 
and a lot of success. 

The new Chairman will assume leader-
ship of an agency that’s moving forward 
on many fronts. This past year, the SEC 
has filed a record number of actions for 
financial reporting and disclosure violations. 
The agency sought the removal of more 
than 100 corporate officers and directors 
on grounds of misconduct, has filed dozens 
of restraining orders to protect against cor-
porate misdeeds, ordered corporations and 
executives to return to investors hundreds 
of million dollars in improper gains. To 
strengthen investor confidence, the SEC 
ordered the leaders of nearly 1,000 large 
corporations to certify the financial infor-
mation they submitted in the last year— 
to certify that it was fair and that it was 
accurate. SEC investigators are also work-
ing closely with our Corporate Fraud Task 
Force to ensure quick action against fraud 
and against insider trading. 

We’ve accomplished much, and there’s 
more to do. We must continue to prosecute 
corporate criminals. We must implement 
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the provisions of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act, 
from broader disclosure requirements to 
tougher penalties for wrongdoing, to re-
moving executives who break the faith with 
the shareholders and the American people. 
These are the far most reaching reforms 
of American business since Franklin Roo-
sevelt was the President. We’ll give them 
full force. 

Over the last year, the SEC has added 
new personnel and will receive a significant 
increase in its budget. Today I’m announc-
ing that I will request yet another increase 
in SEC funding for fiscal year 2004, which, 
when enacted, will mean we have nearly 
doubled the budgets from 2002. 

Bill Donaldson and his entire organiza-
tion will have my strong support and the 
resources they need to carry out their im-
portant duties. Public confidence in our 
market and our stock exchanges and in 
companies is absolutely essential to our free 
enterprise system and to a growing and dy-
namic economy that creates jobs and op-
portunities for each and every American. 

When we uphold an ethic of responsi-
bility in American business, we expose the 
wrongdoers. We also recognize and reward 

the many good companies and honest peo-
ple who create wealth and jobs throughout 
the economy. 

I want to thank Bill Donaldson for taking 
on this very important task. I look forward 
to his confirmation by the United States 
Senate at the earliest possible date. 

Welcome, Mr. Donaldson. Appreciate 
you. 
[At this point, Chairman-designate Donald-
son made brief remarks.] 

The President. Thank you, Bill. And I 
appreciate your thank-you. 

Q. Mr. President, can we ask you about 
your pension guidelines, sir? 

The President. No. 
Q. Any initial reaction to the Iraq dec-

laration, sir? 
The President. Have a good day. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:50 a.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to Chairman-des-
ignate Donaldson’s wife, Jane, and their chil-
dren, Adam, Matthew, Kimberly, and Andre. 
The transcript released by the Office of the 
Press Secretary also included the remarks of 
Chairman-designate Donaldson. 

Remarks Prior to Discussions With Chairman Recep Tayyip Erdogan of 
Turkey’s AK Party and an Exchange With Reporters 
December 10, 2002 

President Bush. Mr. Chairman, welcome 
to the home of one of your country’s best 
friends and allies. We’re impressed by the 
leadership—your leadership and your par-
ty’s strong victory. We thank you very much 
for your commitment to democracy and 
freedom. 

We join you, side by side, in your desire 
to become a member of the European 
Union. We appreciate your friendship in 
NATO. You’re a strategic ally and friend 

of the United States, and we look forward 
to working with you to keep the peace. 

It’s my honor to welcome you to Amer-
ica. 

Chairman Erdogan. I thank you very 
much. We’re very happy to be in the 
United States, who is our ally and friend, 
and it’s also another source of happiness 
for us that Mr. President spare the time 
to meet with us. 
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Undoubtedly, we see our bid to Euro-
pean Union membership as the most im-
portant modernization project of our coun-
try since the establishment of the Republic. 
And this will serve as a great jump-start 
for democracy, enhancement of democracy. 

This week is a very important one for 
us. This is actually a turning point in our 
history. It’s also very meaningful that this 
turning point merged with our—coincided 
with our new established Government and 
our election victory. We’re aware of your 
support on this matter, and we are very 
appreciative of this. But it shouldn’t end 
here. We expect that to continue, of course, 
now—[laughter]. 

President Bush. Well, thank you all. 
Q. Sir, can we ask—— 
President Bush. Not today. But you know 

something? I appreciate the effort. [Laugh-
ter] 

Q. O for two today—— 

President Bush. Well, you know some-
thing, it’s good for you—brings discipline. 
Right, Randy [Randall Mikkelsen, Reuters]? 
If I answer questions every time you ask 
one, expectations would be high. And as 
you know, I like to keep expectations low. 
[Laughter] 

Turkey’s Bid To Enter the European Union 
Q. ——expect some phone call for Euro-

pean Union? 
President Bush. I made a lot of phone 

calls already. My administration is working 
hard on Turkey’s behalf. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:15 p.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. 
Chairman Erdogan’s Adalet ve Kalkinma 
Party (Justice and Development Party) won 
a majority of the Turkish Parliament in the 
elections of November 3. A portion of these 
remarks could not be verified because the 
tape was incomplete. 

Joint Statement by the United States of America, the Republic of Kenya, 
and Ethiopia 
December 10, 2002 

At the invitation of President George W. 
Bush, President Daniel T. arap Moi of 
Kenya and Prime Minister Meles Zenawi 
of Ethiopia met at the White House on 
Thursday, December 5, 2002. 

The leaders reaffirmed their strong com-
mitment in the global war on terrorism. 
They recognized the significant and unique 
challenges of fighting terrorism, which con-
tinues to pose a serious threat to the region 
and the world. To this end, the three lead-
ers reaffirmed their commitment to work 
together and, with the international com-
munity, to eliminate terror networks and 
actively oppose those governments and or-
ganizations that support, harbor, or tolerate 
terrorist activities. 

The leaders renewed their determination 
for lasting peace and security in the region 
and recognized that freedom and democ-
racy comprise the foundation of these ob-
jectives. President Bush expressed his ap-
preciation for the efforts of Kenya and 
Ethiopia in the peace process in Sudan and 
the reconciliation process in Somalia. He 
also indicated his confidence in a smooth 
election and transition process in Kenya, 
and the prompt and continuous progress 
in the Ethiopia-Eritrea peace process as 
prescribed * in the peace agreement. 

The leaders called attention to the food 
crisis in the Horn of Africa, particularly 

* White House correction. 
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in Ethiopia, where food shortages are af-
fecting six million people and may eventu-
ally expose 14 million people to starvation. 
The United States will continue to provide 
food aid and other humanitarian assistance 
to alleviate the effects of the crisis and 
calls upon other donor nations to provide 
substantial emergency assistance. The lead-
ers also agreed to take steps to prevent 
the recurrence of food emergencies in the 
region. 

The leaders welcomed African develop-
ment initiatives, such as the New Partner-
ship for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), 
and called upon African countries to take 
advantage of opportunities provided by the 
African Growth and Opportunity Act. They 
recognized that long-term economic pros-
perity will require strong leadership at 
home to promote economic freedom, cou-

pled with support from both local and 
international communities. 

The leaders expressed concern over the 
devastating effects of the HIV/AIDS pan-
demic and other infectious diseases in Afri-
ca and their impact on social, economic, 
and security sectors. Kenya and Ethiopia 
lauded the Bush Administration for its lead-
ership in the global fight against these dis-
eases and for being the largest, single con-
tributor to the Global Fund to Fight HIV/ 
AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria. They re-
solved to give high priority to the campaign 
to eradicate these diseases, and the United 
States reaffirmed its support. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment. 

Joint Statement by President George W. Bush and President Emomali 
Rahmonov on the Relationship Between the United States of America and 
the Republic of Tajikistan 
December 10, 2002 

We declare our commitment to continue 
the development of our long-term strategic 
partnership and cooperation between our 
nations, based on our common goal of pro-
moting peace, security, economic develop-
ment, and democracy in the Republic of 
Tajikistan and in Central Asia. 

We note the deepening relationship be-
tween our two countries, demonstrated by 
the appointment of the first Tajik 
Ambassador in Washington and the begin-
ning of construction for a new U.S. Em-
bassy in Dushanbe. This growing relation-
ship is based on our common goals of secu-
rity, prosperity, and liberty for the citizens 
of our nations. We will continue to work 
together to advance these goals through co-
operation on economic and political reform 
and poverty reduction in Tajikistan, with 
the aim of more fully integrating the Re-

public of Tajikistan into the global economy 
and raising the standard of living and re-
spect for human rights. Further, we will 
maintain our security relationship, working 
together to combat threats to peace world-
wide while further developing Tajikistan’s 
independent ability to address these threats. 

We are cognizant of the threats that 
international terrorism, the proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction, and narcotics 
trafficking pose to Tajikistan, to Central 
Asia and to the entire world, and will work 
together and with others to address these 
threats while respecting human rights. Fur-
ther, we pledge to continue the war against 
terror to a successful conclusion, both in 
Afghanistan and worldwide. We recognize 
the threat that the Taliban and al-Qa’ida 
posed to regional security and the key role 
Tajikistan plays in the global coalition 
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against terror. We have worked together 
closely, and will continue to do so, to com-
bat the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan 
and other extremist forces in Central Asia. 
We welcome the removal of the Taliban 
from power in Afghanistan, while noting 
with concern the presence of Taliban and 
Al-Qa’ida remnants that wish to continue 
to destabilize the regional situation. Our 
two countries pledge to support the Transi-
tional Islamic State of Afghanistan in its 
efforts to rebuild that country and integrate 
it into the broader international structure. 
We will make all necessary efforts to facili-
tate the provision of aid to Afghanistan, 
and urge our global partners in this effort 
to fulfill their pledges of reconstruction aid. 

We jointly note the threat that the pro-
liferation of weapons of mass destruction 
poses to international peace and security, 
and declare our steadfast opposition to such 
proliferation. In this regard, we commend 
the United Nations Security Council for its 
unanimous passage of Resolution 1441, and 
call on the Government of Iraq to comply 
fully with the terms of the resolution by 
allowing unfettered inspections and destroy-
ing all of its weapons of mass destruction. 

Recognizing the importance of demo-
cratic political systems, rule of law, and 
market-oriented economic policies in pro-
viding for the welfare and stability of our 
societies, we pledge to further develop the 
economic relationship between the United 
States and the Republic of Tajikistan, while 
working jointly to carry out democratic and 
legal reforms within Tajikistan that expand 
fundamental freedoms and human rights. 

We further underscore the importance 
of rule of law as a prerequisite for eco-
nomic development. The United States wel-
comes the efforts Tajikistan has made to 
integrate its economy into the global mar-
ket, and will continue to assist Tajikistan 
in reforming its legal structures to better 
provide for rule of law and economic free-
dom with the goal of encouraging invest-
ment in the Republic of Tajikistan. 

We state our commitment to the prin-
ciples of democracy and human rights, and 
pledge to work jointly to extend and 
strengthen civic institutions such as free 
and independent media, democratic elec-
tions, political pluralism, and civil society. 
In this spirit, we reaffirm our commitment 
to basic human rights as enshrined in the 
founding documents of the United Nations 
and the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe, of which we are both 
members. We further make clear our con-
cern regarding the worldwide problem of 
trafficking in persons, and pledge our mu-
tual assistance to combat in both of our 
countries this modern form of slavery. Fi-
nally, we confirm our joint efforts to en-
hance understanding between the citizens 
of our two countries. In this regard, the 
U.S. government has initiated a substantial 
program to enhance computer connectivity 
for Tajikistan’s schools, and the U.S. Peace 
Corps will consider sending an assessment 
team to Tajikistan in 2003 with the view 
of establishing a country program there. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment. 

Statement on the National Strategy To Combat Weapons of Mass 
Destruction 
December 11, 2002 

Today I have issued the National Strat- tion. The strategy establishes a comprehen-
egy to Combat Weapons of Mass Destruc- sive approach to counter the growing threat 
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from weapons of mass destruction (WMD), 
including nuclear, radiological, biological, 
and chemical weapons. This strategy is inte-
gral to the National Security Strategy of 
the United States of America and the Na-
tional Strategy for Homeland Security. We 
will not permit the world’s most dangerous 
regimes and terrorists to threaten our Na-
tion and our friends and allies with the 
world’s most destructive weapons. 

Weapons of mass destruction pose a 
grave danger. They could allow America’s 
adversaries to inflict massive harm against 
our country, our military forces abroad, and 
our friends and allies. Some rogue states, 
including several that support terrorism, al-
ready possess WMD and are seeking even 
greater capabilities as tools of coercion. For 
them, these are weapons of choice intended 
to deter us from responding to their aggres-
sion against our friends in vital regions of 
interest. For terrorists, WMD would pro-
vide the ability to kill large numbers of 
our people without warning. They would 
give them the power to murder without 
conscience on a scale to match their hatred 
for our country and our values. 

Our national strategy to combat WMD 
is based on three pillars. We will pursue 
robust counterproliferation policies and ca-
pabilities to deter and defend against the 
use of these weapons. We will strengthen 
nonproliferation measures to prevent states 
and terrorists from acquiring WMD. We 
will increase our preparations to respond 
effectively to any use of WMD against us 
or our friends and allies. To succeed, we 
must use new technologies, strengthen our 
intelligence capabilities, work even more 
closely with allies, and establish new part-
nerships with other key states, including 
former adversaries. 

The need to prevent, deter, defend 
against, and respond to WMD threats pre-
sents our Nation with a difficult and com-
plex challenge. The strategy I have issued 
today asks much of our Federal Govern-
ment, our State and local institutions, and 
indeed, every citizen. The threat is real and 
the stakes are high. Success against this 
threat is a requirement of history—one that 
the United States will meet with confidence 
and determination. 

Remarks at the White House Conference on Faith-Based and Community 
Initiatives in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
December 12, 2002 

The President. Thanks a lot for the warm 
welcome. It’s a pleasure to be back in 
Philadelphia, a city known for the history 
that was made here and the spirit of com-
passion which is found here. 

I’m honored to spend the time with you 
all. I thank you for your interest in our 
country. You love God with all your heart 
and all your soul and all your strength. 
You love your neighbor. And by the works 
that come from your faith, you are building 
a more just and generous nation. And we 
are grateful for your efforts. 

I appreciate the tremendous turnout for 
this White House Conference on Faith-
Based and Community Initiatives. I think 
it’s a really important conference. Many 
faiths and many traditions are represented 
here. Yet we share the same belief that 
every person in need is a worthy child of 
God. And we share the same goal: We 
must bring the hope and healing of faith-
based services to more and more Ameri-
cans. 

Government has often been slow to rec-
ognize the importance of faith-based and 
community efforts. That’s changing, and 
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more changes are needed. So today I’m 
announcing a series of actions to stop the 
unfair treatment of religious charities by 
the Federal Government. If a charity is 
helping the needy, it should not matter if 
there is a rabbi on the board or a cross 
or a crescent on the wall or a religious 
commitment in the charter. The days of 
discriminating against religious groups just 
because they are religious are coming to 
an end. 

And I want to thank the members of 
my Cabinet who have traveled here today, 
Mel Martinez and Ann Veneman. I appre-
ciate the fact that two fine United States 
Senators from Pennsylvania are here, Rick 
Santorum and Arlen Specter. I’m honored 
they have traveled with me to this fine 
event. I see Congressman Greenwood is 
with us as well. Thank you for coming. 
Anybody else from the Congress? They’ll 
get the message. 

I want to thank Mike Brown, who’s the 
Deputy Director of FEMA, who is here. 
Of course, I want to thank your mayor, 
John Street. I appreciate the fact—I appre-
ciate the very fact that the mayor under-
stands the importance of encouraging faith-
based programs to change the neighbor-
hoods and the lives of the good people 
of Philadelphia. 

I want to thank Cardinal Bevilacqua for 
coming. Your Eminence, it’s good to see 
you, sir. I want to thank Franklin Graham. 
I want to thank all the leaders, the gen-
erals, the soldiers in the armies of compas-
sion who are here with us today. 

Today I landed Air Force One—one of 
the things I try to do is herald the heroes 
of our society. I met Gary Hobbs, the USA 
Freedom Corps greeter, the former NFL 
player for, of course, the Eagles, who vol-
unteers as a mentor for disadvantaged chil-
dren. I want to thank Gary for his support 
and his service. 

Every generation of Americans must rise 
to its own challenges, and the challenges 
facing this generation are very clear. We 
must overcome great dangers to our coun-

try, wherever they gather. We’re waging a 
war—we’re waging an unrelenting effort in 
this war to dismantle a terrorist network 
which has attacked America. 

I have no greater obligation than to pro-
tect our country and to defend our free-
doms. We will confront outlaw regimes 
which hate our country and arm to threaten 
civilization, itself. We have that obligation, 
to recognize the world changed for America 
on September the 11th, 2001. Before that 
date, it seemed like we could use the 
oceans to protect us from gathering dan-
gers. We could be confident that nobody 
could possibly hurt America—hurt Ameri-
cans on American soil, and that changed. 
And therefore, our Government and your 
leadership must have a realistic assessment 
of the dangers we have faced and we will 
face. We have acted, and we will act again, 
to protect the American people and to keep 
the peace. 

We must also rise to a second challenge 
facing our country. This great and pros-
perous land must become a single nation 
of justice and opportunity. We must con-
tinue our advance toward full equality for 
every citizen, which demands the guarantee 
of civil rights for all. Any suggestion that 
the segregated past was acceptable or posi-
tive is offensive, and it is wrong. 

Recent comments by Senator Lott do not 
reflect the spirit of our country. He has 
apologized, and rightly so. Every day our 
Nation was segregated was a day that 
America was unfaithful to our founding 
ideals. And the founding ideals of our Na-
tion and, in fact, the founding ideals of 
the political party I represent was and re-
mains today the equal dignity and equal 
rights of every American. 

And so the—and this is the principle that 
guides my administration. We will not, and 
we must not, rest until every person of 
every race believes in the promise of Amer-
ica because they see it in their own eyes, 
with their own eyes, and they live it and 
feel it in their own lives. 
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We have work to do. We must be honest 
about it. We have got a lot of work to 
do in this country, because there are pock-
ets of despair in America. There are men 
and women who doubt the American 
Dream is meant for them. There are peo-
ple who face the struggles of illness and 
old age with no one to help them or pray 
with them. There are men and women who 
fight every minute of the day against ter-
rible addictions. There are boys with no 
family but a gang and teenage moms who 
are abandoned and alone. And then there 
are the children who wonder if anybody 
loves them. 

We’ve reformed welfare in America to 
help many, yet welfare policy will not solve 
the deepest problems of the spirit. Our 
economy is growing, yet there are some 
needs that prosperity can never fill. We 
arrest and convict dangerous criminals, yet 
building more prisons is no substitute for 
responsibility and order in our souls. 

No Government policy can put hope in 
people’s hearts or a sense of purpose in 
people’s lives. That is done when someone, 
some good soul, puts an arm around a 
neighbor and says, ‘‘God loves you, and 
I love, and you can count on us both.’’ 
And we find that powerful spirit of compas-
sion in faith-based and community groups 
across our Nation, people giving shelter to 
the homeless, providing safety for battered 
women, giving care and comfort to AIDS 
victims, bringing companionship to lonely 
seniors. 

I saw that spirit of compassion earlier 
today when I visited adults and children 
involved in a program called Amachi at the 
Bright Hope Baptist Church right here in 
Philadelphia. In the Amachi program, good 
people from more than 50 churches in this 
area serve as mentors to the children of 
prisoners. They share their time and atten-
tion. They just serve as a friend. 

Most of us find it difficult to imagine 
the life of a child who has to go through 
a prison gate to be hugged by their mom 
or dad. Yet this is the reality for almost 

a million-and-a-half American boys and 
girls. They face terrible challenges that no 
child deserves to face. Without guidance, 
they have a higher risk of failing in school 
and committing crimes themselves. The 
volunteers of Amachi, who are with us here 
today with the children they are loving, are 
such wonderful givers of guidance and love. 

I’m told that ‘‘amachi’’ is a Western Afri-
can word that means, ‘‘Who knows what 
God has brought us through this child.’’ 
That attitude is the inspiration of a good 
mentoring program. No child is a problem 
or a burden. Every child is a priority and 
a blessing. That is the message of the Al-
mighty God who cares for these, and that 
is the message carried to the city by the 
volunteers of Amachi. And I want thank 
them for being here today. And I want 
to thank them for their love. And I want 
to thank them for their example for other 
Americans to follow. 

Faith-based charities work daily miracles 
because they have idealistic volunteers. 
They’re guided by moral principles. They 
know the problems of their own commu-
nities, and above all, they recognize the 
dignity of every citizen and the possibilities 
of every life. These groups and many good 
charities that are not specifically religious 
have the heart to serve others. Yet many 
lack the resources they need to meet the 
needs around them. 

They deserve the support of the rest of 
us. They deserve the support of founda-
tions. They deserve the support of cor-
porate America. They deserve the support 
of individual donors, of church congrega-
tions, of synagogues and mosques, and they 
deserve, when appropriate, the support of 
the Federal Government. 

Faith-based groups will never replace 
Government when it comes to helping 
those in need. Yet Government must recog-
nize the power and unique contribution of 
faith-based groups in every part of our 
country. And when the Federal Govern-
ment gives contracts to private groups to 
provide social services, religious groups 
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should have an equal chance to compete. 
When decisions are made on public fund-
ing, we should not focus on the religion 
you practice; we should focus on the results 
you deliver. 

The Amachi program receives 38 percent 
of its funding from the Federal Govern-
ment. My administration has been working 
for nearly 2 years to encourage this kind 
of support to good faith-based programs. 
And we’re making some progress. The De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, run by Mel—we’ve changes regula-
tions in eight programs which cover over 
$8 billion in grants to encourage competi-
tion that includes faith-based groups. We’ve 
opened up more than $1 billion in after-
school programs to competition, including 
faith-based groups. We’re reaching out to 
grassroots community groups and helping 
them learn the complicated process of 
grantmaking. I see a lot of heads nodding 
when it comes to complicated process. 
[Laughter] 

Yet there’s a lot to do. In Government, 
we’re still fighting old attitudes, habits, and 
rules that discriminate against religious 
groups for no good purpose. In Iowa, for 
example, the Victory Center Rescue Mis-
sion was told to return grant money to the 
Government because the mission’s board of 
directors was not secular enough. The St. 
Francis House Homeless Shelter in South 
Dakota was denied a grant because vol-
untary prayers were offered before meals. 
A few years ago in New York, the Metro-
politan Council on Jewish Poverty was dis-
couraged from even applying for Federal 
funds because it had the word ‘‘Jewish’’ 
in its name. 

These are examples of a larger pattern, 
a pattern of discrimination. And this dis-
crimination shows a fundamental misunder-
standing of the law. I recognize that Gov-
ernment has no business endorsing a reli-
gious creed or directly funding religious 
worship or religious teaching. That is not 
the business of the Government. Yet Gov-
ernment can and should support social 

services provided by religious people, as 
long as those services go to anyone in need, 
regardless of their faith. And when Govern-
ment gives that support, charities and faith-
based programs should not be forced to 
change their character or compromise their 
mission. 

And I don’t intend to compromise either. 
I have worked for a Faith-Based Initiative 
to rally and encourage the armies of com-
passion. I will continue to work with Con-
gress on this agenda. But the needs of our 
country are urgent, and as President, I have 
an authority I intend to use. Many acts 
of discrimination against faith-based groups 
are committed by executive branch agen-
cies. And as the leader of the executive 
branch, I’m going to make some changes, 
effective today. 

First, in a few minutes—you’ll be happy 
to hear—[laughter]—I am going to sign an 
Executive order directing all Federal agen-
cies to follow the principle of equal treat-
ment in rewarding social service grants. 
Every person in every Government agency 
will know where the President stands, and 
every person will have the responsibility to 
ensure a level playing field for faith-based 
organizations in Federal programs. No 
funds will be used to directly support in-
herently religious activities; yet no organiza-
tion that qualifies for funds will ever be 
forced to change its identity. 

And secondly, I have directed specific 
action in several Federal agencies with a 
history of discrimination against faith-based 
groups. FEMA will revise its policy on 
emergency relief so that religious nonprofit 
groups can qualify for assistance after disas-
ters like hurricanes and earthquakes. HUD 
and HHS, who provide so much grant 
money to communities across America, will 
revise their regulations to reflect the prin-
ciple of nondiscrimination. 

In addition, we’re issuing a guidebook 
which you’ve received. The book explains 
in plain English—[laughter]—how faith-
based groups can qualify for Government 
grants. It gives guidance on what you can 
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and cannot do with taxpayers’ money. 
We’re going to distribute this guidebook 
widely. We will continue to hold regional 
conferences like this one all around the 
United States of America. The rules for 
dealing with the Government are clear, and 
we want more and more faith-based char-
ities to become partners in our efforts, our 
unyielding efforts to change America one 
heart, one conscience, one soul at a time. 

Through all these actions, I hope that 
every faith-based group in America, the so-
cial entrepreneurs of America, understand 
that this Government respects your work, 
and we respect the motivation behind your 
work. We do not want you to become car-
bon copies of public programs. We want 
you to follow your heart. We want you to 
follow the Word. We want you to do the 
works of kindness and mercy you are called 
upon to do. [Applause] Thank you. 

For too long—for too long, some in Gov-
ernment believed there was no room for 
faith in the public square. 

Audience members. Preach on, brother! 
The President. I guess they’ve forgotten 

the history of this great country. People 
of faith led the struggle against slavery. 
People of faith fought against child labor. 
People of faith worked for women’s equal-
ity and civil rights. Every expansion of jus-
tice in American history received inspira-
tion from men and women of moral convic-
tion and religious belief. And in America 
today, people of faith are waging a deter-
mined campaign against need and suffering. 

When Government discriminates against 
religious groups, it is not the groups that 
suffer most. The loss comes to the hungry 
who don’t get fed, to the addicts who don’t 
get help, to the children who drift toward 
self-destruction. For the sake of so many 
brothers and sisters in needs, we must and 
we will support the armies of compassion 
in America. 

The steps we take today will help clear 
away a legacy of discrimination against 
faith-based charities. In the new year, I will 

announce further initiatives to help com-
munity groups that serve their neighbors. 

Our Nation needs more mentors, particu-
larly mentors for children whose mom or 
dad is in prison. Our Nation needs more 
centers to treat addiction. Our Nation must 
recognize that if we can change a heart, 
we’re more than likely to change someone’s 
habits and addiction on drugs and alcohol. 
Instead of building towering bureaucracies, 
Government should be finding new and 
creative ways to support local efforts. 

I call this approach compassionate con-
servatism. And in my State of the Union 
Message, I will ask members of both polit-
ical parties to move forward with me on 
this vision. By promoting the compassion 
of our people, by promoting the great 
strength of America, we will bring new 
hope to neighborhoods all across this land. 

You know something about America? We 
meet every challenge that faces our coun-
try. That’s why I’m so optimistic about our 
future. And we will answer the call of our 
times. We will defend our freedoms, and 
we will lead the world toward peace. And 
we will unite America behind the great 
goals of justice and compassion. 

In the work of compassion, it is not the 
people in Government who are the experts; 
the people in this room are the experts. 
The people in this room are helping lead 
America to a better day. You just need 
to know that. And you need to know that 
I am incredibly grateful for what you do. 
There is a saying: Nobody can teach you 
how to be a good servant of God; you have 
to learn it on the job. And you are doing 
that job so incredibly well. 

Audience member. And you are, too! 
The President. I appreciate your commit-

ment—I appreciate your commitment. I ap-
preciate your service. I appreciate your 
love. 

And now I’m proud to sign this Execu-
tive order providing equal treatment for 
faith-based charities all across the greatest 
land on the face of the Earth, the United 
States of America. May God bless you all. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 12:45 p.m. in 
the Grand Ballroom at the Downtown Mar-
riott Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to 
Anthony Cardinal Bevilacqua, Archbishop of 
Philadelphia; and Franklin Graham, chair-
man and chief executive officer, Samaritan’s 

Purse. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of 
these remarks. The Executive order on equal 
protection of the laws for faith-based and 
community organizations is listed in Appen-
dix D at the end of this volume. 

Remarks Announcing the Appointment of Stephen Friedman as Assistant 
to the President for Economic Policy and Director of the National 
Economic Council 
December 12, 2002 

The President. Good afternoon. I’m 
pleased to introduce the newest member 
of my economic team, Mr. Steve Friedman. 
Welcome, Steve. I also want to welcome 
Barbara and Susie and Caroline and David 
and Sam. We’re glad you all are here, and 
thank you for your sacrifice. 

Steve Friedman has spent a career at 
the center of American enterprise and fi-
nance and job creation. He’s an innovative 
economic thinker, a proven manager, and 
he’s a business leader of national standing. 
He has served the country as a member 
of the President’s Foreign Intelligence Ad-
visory Board and as Chairman of a task 
force on modernizing financial management 
at the Pentagon. Steve is a graduate of 
Cornell University, and he holds a law de-
gree from Columbia University and serves 
as chairman emeritus of that university’s 
board. 

I’m delighted that Steve will be joining 
the White House staff as Assistant to the 
President for Economic Policy and Director 
of the National Economic Council. 

He replaces a dear friend, Larry Lindsey. 
I appreciate so very much Larry’s service 
to our country. He has a distinguished ca-
reer here in the White House. He’s earned 
the respect of the President and everybody 
who has worked with him. 

I selected Steve for his wide experience 
and steady and sound judgment. He under-
stands the free enterprise system. He 

knows how the economy works. And he 
shares my objectives for stronger economic 
growth, high standards of corporate integ-
rity, more small businesses across our Na-
tion, and greater trade across the world. 

I will work with Steve and others on 
a growth-and-jobs package that we will 
present to the new Congress. In order to 
continue our economic recovery, we will 
propose further steps to add new jobs, re-
duce the burden on our taxpayers, and to 
strengthen investor confidence. Our econ-
omy is strong, and we’re going to make 
it even stronger. It’s important work, and 
Steve Friedman will be a key member of 
our team. And I’m pleased to welcome him 
to full-time public service. 

Thank you very much, Steve. Appreciate 
it. 

[At this point, Director Friedman made 
brief remarks.] 

The President. You’re welcome. I’m glad 
you’re here. Thank you all for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:05 p.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to Director Fried-
man’s wife, Barbara, and their children Susie, 
Caroline, David, and Sam. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary 
also included the remarks of Director Fried-
man. 
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Memorandum on Designation of Officers of the Office of Science and 
Technology Policy To Act as Director 
December 11, 2002 

Memorandum for the Director of the Office 
of Science and Technology Policy 

Subject: Designation of Officers of the 
Office of Science and Technology Policy 
To Act as Director 

By the authority vested in me as Presi-
dent under the Constitution and laws of 
the United States of America and pursuant 
to the Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 
1998, 5 U.S.C. 3345 et seq., I hereby order 
that: 

Section 1. Order of Succession. During 
any period when the Director of the Office 
of Science and Technology Policy (Direc-
tor) has died, resigned, or otherwise be-
come unable to perform the functions and 
duties of the office of Director, the fol-
lowing officers of the Office of Science and 
Technology Policy, in the order listed, shall 
perform the functions and duties of the 
office of Director, if they are eligible to 
act as Director under the provisions of the 
Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 1998, 
until such time as the Director is able to 
perform the functions and duties of the 
office of Director: 

Associate Director for Technology; 
Associate Director for Science; and 
Chief of Staff and General Counsel. 
Sec. 2. Exceptions. 

(a) No individual who is serving in an 
office listed in section 1 in an acting 
capacity shall, by virtue of so serving, 
act as Director pursuant to this 
memorandum. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of this 
memorandum, the President retains 
discretion, to the extent permitted by 
the Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 
1998, 5 U.S.C. 3345–3349d, to depart 
from this memorandum in designating 
an acting Director. 

Sec. 3. Publication. You are authorized 
and directed to publish this memorandum 
in the Federal Register. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on Decem-
ber 13. It was not received for publication 
in the Federal Register. An original was not 
available for verification of the content of this 
memorandum. 

Remarks Announcing the Smallpox Vaccination Plan 
December 13, 2002 

Good afternoon. Since our country was 
attacked 15 months ago, Americans have 
been forced to prepare for a variety of 
threats we hope will never come. We have 
stepped up security at our ports and bor-
ders. We’ve expanded our ability to detect 
chemical and biological threats. We’ve in-
creased support for first-responders. We 
made public—made our public health care 
system better able to track and treat dis-

ease. By preparing at home and by pur-
suing enemies abroad, we’re adding to the 
security of our Nation. I thank the mem-
bers of my team who are here who are 
adding to the security of our Nation. 

One potential danger to America is the 
use of the smallpox virus as a weapon of 
terror. Smallpox is a deadly but preventable 
disease. Most Americans who are 34 or 
older had a smallpox vaccination when they 
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were children. By 1972, the risk of smallpox 
was so remote that routine vaccinations 
were discontinued in the United States. In 
1980, the World Health Organization de-
clared that smallpox had been completely 
eradicated, and since then, there has not 
been a single natural case of the disease 
anywhere in the world. 

We know, however, that the smallpox 
virus still exists in laboratories, and we be-
lieve that regimes hostile to the United 
States may possess this dangerous virus. To 
protect our citizens in the aftermath of 
September the 11th, we are evaluating old 
threats in a new light. Our Government 
has no information that a smallpox attack 
is imminent. Yet it is prudent to prepare 
for the possibility that terrorists would kill 
indiscriminately—who kill indiscriminately 
would use diseases as a weapon. 

Our public health agencies began prep-
arations more than a year ago. Today, 
through the hard work of our Department 
of Health and Human Services, ably led 
by Tommy Thompson, and State and local 
officials, America has stockpiled enough 
vaccine and is now prepared to inoculate 
our entire population in the event of a 
smallpox attack. Americans and anyone who 
would think of harming Americans can be 
certain that this Nation is ready to respond 
quickly and effectively to a smallpox emer-
gency or an increase in the level of threat. 

Today I am directing additional steps to 
protect the health of our Nation. I’m order-
ing that the military and other personnel 
who serve America in high-risk parts of the 
world receive the smallpox vaccine. Men 
and women who could be on the frontlines 
of a biological attack must be protected. 

This particular vaccine does involve a 
small risk of serious health considerations. 
As Commander in Chief, I do not believe 
I can ask others to accept this risk unless 
I am willing to do the same. Therefore 
I will receive the vaccine along with our 
military. 

These vaccinations are a precaution only 
and not a response to any information con-

cerning imminent danger. Given the cur-
rent level of threat and the inherent health 
risks of the vaccine, we have decided not 
to initiate a broader vaccination program 
for all Americans at this time. Neither my 
family nor my staff will be receiving the 
vaccine, because our health and national 
security experts do not believe vaccination 
is necessary for the general public. 

At present, the responsible course is to 
make careful and thorough preparations in 
case a broader vaccination program should 
become necessary in the future. There may 
be some citizens, however, who insist on 
being vaccinated now. Our public health 
agencies will work to accommodate them, 
but that is not our recommendation at this 
time. 

We do recommend vaccinations for one 
other group of Americans that could be 
on the frontlines of a biological attack. We 
will make the vaccine available on a vol-
untary basis to medical professionals and 
emergency personnel and response teams 
that would be the first on the scene in 
a smallpox emergency. These teams would 
immediately provide vaccine and treatment 
to Americans in a crisis, and to do this 
job effectively, members of these teams 
should be protected against the disease. 

I understand that many first-responders 
will have questions before deciding whether 
to be vaccinated. We will make sure they 
have the medical advice they need to make 
an informed decision. Smallpox is a serious 
disease, and we know that our enemies are 
trying to inflict serious harm. Yet there’s 
no evidence that smallpox imminently 
threatens this country. 

We will continue taking every essential 
step to guard against the threats to our 
Nation, and I deeply appreciate the good 
efforts of State and local health officials 
who are facing difficult challenges with 
great skill. The actions we are taking to-
gether will help safeguard the health of our 
people in a measured and responsible way. 

Thank you all. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 2:12 p.m. in Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
Room 450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex- guage transcript of these remarks. 
ecutive Office Building. The Office of the 

Statement on the Resignation of Henry Kissinger as Chairman of the 
National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States 
December 13, 2002 

It is with regret that I accept Dr. Kissin-
ger’s decision to step down as Chairman 
of the national commission to investigate 
the events of September 11, 2001, and the 
years that led up to that event. 

As I stated at the time of his appoint-
ment, Dr. Kissinger is one our Nation’s 
most accomplished and respected public 
servants. I thank him for his willingness 
to consider serving his country once again. 

His chairmanship would have provided the 
insights and analysis the Government needs 
to understand the methods of our enemies 
and the nature of the threats we face. 

My administration will work quickly to 
select a new Chairman whose mission will 
be to uncover every detail and learn every 
lesson of September 11, even as we act 
on what we have learned so far to better 
protect and defend America. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Northern 
Ireland 
December 13, 2002 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 
I am transmitting to you a report pre-

pared by my Administration as required by 
section 701(d) of the Foreign Relations Au-
thorization Act, Fiscal Year 2003 (Public 
Law 107–228). 

The enclosed report broadly addresses 
policing reform and human rights in North-
ern Ireland. It provides information on top-
ics of interest outlined by the Congress, 
including details on paramilitary decommis-
sioning, and the manner in which U.S. law 

The President’s Radio Address 
December 14, 2002 

Good morning. This week I introduced 
new members of my economic team. For 

enforcement training for members of the 
Police Service of Northern Ireland is being 
administered. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Joseph 
R. Biden, Jr., chairman, Senate Committee 
on Foreign Relations, and Henry J. Hyde, 
chairman, House Committee on Inter-
national Relations. 

the Secretary of the Treasury, I have sub-
mitted the name of John Snow, a respected 
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business leader and economist who shares 
my commitment to faster growth and more 
new jobs for American workers. I have 
nominated Bill Donaldson to serve as 
Chairman of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission, to vigorously enforce the laws 
against corporate corruption. And here at 
the White House, Steve Friedman will be 
the Director of the National Economic 
Council, giving me daily advice on our 
economy. 

These leaders will assume their duties 
at an important moment for our economy. 
There are many good signs. Inflation is 
firmly under control, which means food, 
clothing, and other necessities are more af-
fordable. Mortgage interest rates remain at 
historic lows, helping more Americans be-
come homeowners. And growth has re-
turned to the American economy. 

Yet we also face specific challenges that 
could slow the recovery and limit future 
growth. Many Americans have very little 
money left over after taxes. Some struggle 
under a weight of debt that makes it dif-
ficult to save for retirement. Investor con-
fidence needs to be strengthened in prac-
tical ways. And the Nation’s rate of unem-
ployment is now 6 percent—and signifi-
cantly higher in some parts of America. We 
will not rest until every person in America 
who wants to work can find a job. 

The new Congress that convenes next 
month will have a responsibility to address 
these challenges, and I will be making spe-
cific proposals to increase the momentum 
of economic recovery through a jobs and 
growth package. 

The last Congress also left behind some 
unfinished business. The House and Senate 
passed different bills extending unemploy-

ment benefits. However, no final bill was 
sent to me extending unemployment bene-
fits for about 750,000 Americans whose 
benefits will expire on December the 28th. 
These Americans rely on their unemploy-
ment benefits to pay for the mortgage or 
rent, food, and other critical bills. They 
need our assistance in these difficult times, 
and we cannot let them down. 

I have shared these concerns with lead-
ers of the House and the Senate, and they 
understand the need for early action. When 
our legislators return to the Capitol, I ask 
them to make the extension of unemploy-
ment benefits a first order of business. And 
the benefits they approve should be retro-
active, so that people who lose their bene-
fits this month will be paid in full. I’ve 
also directed the Department of Labor to 
work with the States to minimize any delay 
in helping these Americans once Congress 
has acted and extended these benefits. 

I look forward to working with Members 
of both parties in the new Congress on 
our economic challenges. We must help our 
fellow citizens who have lost their jobs. And 
we must create an environment in which 
businesses, especially small businesses, can 
grow and generate the new jobs our coun-
try needs. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:02 
a.m. on December 13 in the Cabinet Room 
at the White House for broadcast at 10:06 
a.m. on December 14. The transcript was 
made available by the Office of the Press 
Secretary on December 13 but was embar-
goed for release until the broadcast. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a 
Spanish language transcript of this address. 

2193 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 01042 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.024 193761

Dec. 16 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

Statement on the Appointment of Thomas H. Kean as Chairman of the 
National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States 
December 16, 2002 

I am pleased to announce that Thomas 
H. Kean, former Governor of New Jersey 
and president of Drew University in New 
Jersey, will serve as Chairman of the na-
tional commission to investigate the ter-
rorist attacks of September 11, 2001, and 
the events that led up to it. 

Tom Kean is a leader respected for his 
integrity, fairness, and good judgment. I am 
confident he will work to make the Com-
mission’s investigation thorough. It is im-

portant that we uncover every detail and 
learn every lesson of September 11th. 

Governor Kean served on the Advisory 
Board to the President’s Initiative on Race 
from 1997 to 1998, served as Vice Chair-
man of the U.S. delegation to the Fourth 
U.N. World Conference on Women in 
1995, and led the U.S. delegation to the 
World Conference on Education for All in 
Thailand in 1990. 

Statement on the Resignation of Joe M. Allbaugh as Director of the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
December 16, 2002 

For nearly 2 years as Director of FEMA, 
Joe Allbaugh has served America with abil-
ity, courage, and compassion. He will con-
tinue to shepherd FEMA through its transi-
tion into the Department of Homeland Se-
curity. 

After the attacks on our country, America 
came to know Joe as I do: He is a steady 

leader, a calm presence, and man who in-
spires confidence in a time of crisis. I have 
trusted Joe in a variety of positions 
throughout my public life, and he has al-
ways met the highest standards of service 
and integrity. Laura and I wish Joe the 
very best in all that he does in the future. 

Joint Statement Between the United States of America and Negara Brunei 
Darussalam 
December 16, 2002 

President Bush and His Majesty, Sultan 
Haji Hassanal Bolkiah, today pledged to re-
inforce the friendship between the peoples 
of the United States and of Brunei 
Darussalam, and to pursue our common in-
terests of peace, prosperity, and stability 
in Southeast Asia. 

The two leaders recommitted themselves 
to the global war on terror, declaring ter-

rorism a threat to all civilized societies and 
the exploitation of religion to promote vio-
lence an abomination. President Bush and 
His Majesty reiterated the importance of 
strengthening international cooperation in 
combating terrorism in a comprehensive 
manner and affirmed the importance of 
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working with multilateral institutions, in-
cluding the United Nations. The two lead-
ers also recognized the importance of pro-
moting tolerance and understanding 
amongst the diverse cultures, societies, and 
religions. 

The President praised Brunei 
Darussalam’s long tradition of religious tol-
erance and cooperation with its neighbors, 
friends, and partners. In the wake of the 
tragic Bali bombings, the President and His 
Majesty agreed on the need to strengthen 
cooperation to identify and destroy terrorist 
networks; exchange information and intel-
ligence about terrorists and terrorist organi-
zations; disrupt the movement of terrorists 
and the tools of terror across international 
borders; and cut off sources of funding for 
terrorist acts, especially in Southeast Asia. 
His Majesty welcomed President Bush’s 
offer to assist Brunei Darussalam in build-
ing its capacity to counter terrorism. 

The President welcomed the recent ac-
cession of the Government of His Majesty 
the Sultan and Yand Di-Pertuan of Brunei 
Darussalam to the International Convention 
for the Suppression of the Financing of 
Terrorism. The President and His Majesty 
also look forward to cooperating with other 
ASEAN partners in supporting the pro-
posed regional counterterrorism center in 
Malaysia. 

President Bush expressed appreciation 
for Brunei Darussalam’s contribution to-
ward the humanitarian relief efforts and re-
construction of Afghanistan. Such contribu-
tions demonstrate the compassion of the 
Government and people of Brunei in its 
commitment to build a peaceful, pros-
perous Afghanistan. 

The President and His Majesty wel-
comed the growing, mutually beneficial bi-
lateral defense relationship between the 
United States and Brunei Darussalam, and 
reaffirmed their desire to see such coopera-
tion increase. 

The two leaders agreed on the impor-
tance of a strong and united ASEAN, and 
President Bush offered all appropriate as-

sistance to support capacity-building within 
ASEAN. President Bush praised Brunei 
Darussalam’s strong leadership role in 
ASEAN in recent years, and reaffirmed our 
commitment to expand U.S. engagement 
with ASEAN as a pillar of stability in 
Southeast Asia. The two leaders agreed on 
the importance of the ASEAN Regional 
Forum (ARF) and APEC in promoting re-
gional stability and prosperity. The Presi-
dent welcomed Brunei Darussalam’s sup-
port for our Secure Trade in the APEC 
Region, or ‘‘STAR,’’ initiative, aimed at 
transforming the movement of goods and 
people to increase both security and eco-
nomic competitiveness. The President 
pledged to work with the Government of 
Brunei Darussalam to assist Brunei 
Darussalam in building its own capacity to 
provide increased border and customs secu-
rity and efficiency. 

His Majesty welcomed President Bush’s 
Enterprise for ASEAN Initiative, or ‘‘EAI,’’ 
as an initiative designed to promote in-
creased investment, economic growth, and 
free trade between the United States and 
ASEAN countries. The President and His 
Majesty welcomed the signing of a bilateral 
Trade and Investment Framework Agree-
ment (TIFA). This TIFA will provide the 
foundation for increased trade and eco-
nomic cooperation between Brunei 
Darussalam and the United States as both 
economies adapt to the economic chal-
lenges of the 21st century. The two sides 
agreed to coordinate their efforts bilaterally, 
regionally, and multilaterally, including 
working together to complete successfully 
the Doha Development Agenda. 

To further deepen understanding be-
tween our two nations, the President and 
His Majesty have pledged to increase edu-
cational opportunities for Bruneian stu-
dents, government officials, and other pro-
fessionals to study and train in the United 
States. Toward this end, the President an-
nounced the establishment of a Fulbright 
Program in Brunei. 
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The President and His Majesty also reit-
erated their mutual commitment to advance 
the rule of law and to promote respect 
for human rights, including freedom of reli-
gion, as enshrined in the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights and cherished by 

the people of both the United States and 
Brunei Darussalam. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment. 

Remarks at the White House Children’s Story Hour 
December 17, 2002 

Students. Merry Christmas. 
The President. Thank you. Third graders? 
Students. Yes. 
The President. Good. Where’s your 

teachers? Thank you for teaching. Wel-
come. We’re glad you’re here. This is the 
Roosevelt Room in the White House. 

The First Lady. And this painting behind 
us is Teddy Roosevelt, up above. 

The President. He was one of our Presi-
dents. 

The First Lady. He was one of our Presi-
dents 100 years ago—100 years ago. 

The President. Where’s Burnie Elemen-
tary? Welcome. 

Saint Agnes? Glad you all are here. 
Thanks for coming. 

Laura and I thought we’d read a Christ-
mas story to you, if that’s okay. 

Students. Yes. 
The President. Glad you accepted it. 

[Laughter] That’s what’s going to happen. 
Have you heard the one that starts with, 
‘‘ ’Twas the night before Christmas’’? 

Students. Yes. 
The President. And what comes next? 
Students. I can’t see it. 
The President. Oh, I’m sorry. ‘‘ ’Twas the 

night before Christmas, when all through 
the house’’—— 

The First Lady. ‘‘Not a creature was stir-
ring’’—— 

The President. ——‘‘not even a mouse.’’ 
The First Lady. Mouse. 
The President. Nobody was stirring. It 

was kind of quiet, wasn’t it? 

You had better read that, because I can’t 
see it. 

The First Lady. [Laughter] ‘‘The stock-
ings were hung by the chimney with care, 
in hopes that Saint Nicholas soon would 
be there. The children were nestled all 
snug in their beds.’’ Don’t they look snug? 

Students. Yes. 
The First Lady. ‘‘While visions of sugar-

plums danced in their heads.’’ What does 
that mean? Do you know what sugarplums 
are? 

Students. No. 
The First Lady. Candy. So they’re think-

ing maybe their stockings will have candy 
in them, don’t they? 

The President. You can’t see? You come 
right over here. 

The First Lady. ‘‘And Ma in her kerchief 
and I in my cap had just settled down 
for a long winter’s nap.’’ Do you all want 
to come up closer here? 

The President. It may be easier to see. 
The First Lady. Yes. Come on over here 

so you can see. These are really beautiful 
pictures, if you can see close. 

‘‘When out on the lawn there arose such 
a clatter, I sprang from my bed to see 
what was the matter. Away to the window 
I flew like a flash, tore open the shutters, 
threw up the sash. The moon on the breast 
of the new-fallen snow gave a luster of 
midday to the objects below. When what 
to my wondering eyes should appear’’—do 
you all know? 

Students. Reindeer. 
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The First Lady. ‘‘A miniature sleigh and 
eight tiny reindeer.’’ 

The President. Yes. 
The First Lady. ‘‘With a little old man 

so jolly and quick, I knew in a moment 
it must be’’—— 

Students. Saint Nick. 
The First Lady. ——‘‘Saint Nick.’’ Do 

you like these pictures? 
Students. Yes. 
The First Lady. ‘‘More rapid than eagles, 

the coursers they came, and he whistled 
and shouted and called them by name.’’ 
Do you know the name of the reindeers? 
‘‘Now Dasher, now Dancer, now Prancer 
and Vixen! On Comet, on Cupid, on 
Donner and Blitzen.’’ See all these rein-
deer? 

The President. Anybody in this room 
named Blitzen? [Laughter] 

The First Lady. Do you all remember 
all these names? Dasher and Dancer and 
Comet and Cupid—— 

Student. And Rudolph. 
The First Lady. And Rudolph. That’s 

right. 
The President. Right. 
The First Lady. He’s not in this story, 

though. He came later. 
‘‘To the top of the porch, to the top 

of the wall! Now, dash away, dash away, 
dash away all! 

‘‘As dry leaves before the wild hurricane 
fly, when they meet with an obstacle, 
mount to the sky, so up to the housetop 
the coursers they flew, with a sleigh full 
of toys and Saint Nicholas, too.’’ 

This is pretty. You notice who is in every 
picture—well, not every one. 

‘‘And then in a twinkling I heard on the 
roof the prancing and pawing of each little 
hoof. As I drew in my head and was turn-
ing around, down the chimney he came 
with a bound. 

‘‘He was dressed all in fur from his head 
to his foot. And his clothes were all tar-
nished with ashes and soot. A bundle of 
toys he had flung on his back, and he 

looked like a peddler just about to open 
his pack.’’ See all those toys? 

Students. Yes. 
The First Lady. ‘‘His eyes, how they 

twinkled! His dimples, how merry! His 
cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cher-
ry. His droll little mouth was drawn up 
in a bow, and the beard on his chin was 
as white as the snow.’’ Is this what we 
all think Santa Claus looks like? 

Students. Yes. 
The First Lady. With a white beard? 
Students. Yes. 
The First Lady. And a nose like a cher-

ry? 
‘‘The stump of a pipe he held tight in 

his teeth, and the smoke, it encircled his 
head like a wreath. He had a broad face 
and a round little belly that shook when 
he laughed like a bowl full of jelly. He 
was chubby and plump, a right jolly old 
elf, and I laughed when I saw him, in spite 
of myself. A wink of his eye and a twist 
of his head soon gave me to know I had 
nothing to dread.’’ 

The President. Pretty exciting so far, isn’t 
it? [Laughter] 

The First Lady. ‘‘He spoke not a word 
but went straight to work and filled all the 
stockings, and then he turned with a jerk.’’ 
And what’s he going to do now? How’s 
he going to get out? Back up the chimney, 
isn’t he? 

‘‘And laying his finger aside of his nose 
and giving a nod, up the chimney he rose.’’ 

The President. That’s kind of hard to do. 
[Laughter] Have you ever tried to crawl 
up your chimney? 

Students. No. 
The First Lady. ‘‘He sprang to his sleigh 

and to his team gave a whistle. And away 
they all flew like the down of a thistle. 
But I heard him exclaim as he went out 
of sight’’—what did he exclaim? Do you 
remember the very end of this? Do you? 
What? 

Student. Merry Christmas to all, and to 
all a good night. 

The President. Very good. 
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The First Lady. That’s right. Exactly. The President. And that’s what we want 
The President. Very good. to say to you all: Merry Christmas. 
The First Lady. ‘‘Merry Christmas to all, 

and to all a good night.’’ NOTE: The President spoke at 1:15 p.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. 

Statement Announcing a National Missile Defense Initiative 
December 17, 2002 

When I came to office, I made a com-
mitment to transform America’s national se-
curity strategy and defense capabilities to 
meet the threats of the 21st century. Today 
I am pleased to announce that we will take 
another important step in countering these 
threats by beginning to field missile defense 
capabilities to protect the United States as 
well as our friends and allies. These initial 
capabilities emerge from our research and 
development program and build on the test 
bed that we have been constructing. While 
modest, these capabilities will add to Amer-
ica’s security and serve as a starting point 
for improved and expanded capabilities 
later, as further progress is made in re-
searching and developing missile defense 
technologies and in light of changes in the 
threat. 

September 11, 2001, underscored that 
our Nation faces unprecedented threats, in 
a world that has changed greatly since the 
cold war. To better protect our country 
against the threats of today and tomorrow, 
my administration has developed a new na-
tional security strategy and new supporting 
strategies for making our homeland more 
secure and for combating weapons of mass 
destruction. Throughout my administration, 
I have made clear that the United States 
will take every necessary measure to protect 
our citizens against what is perhaps the 
gravest danger of all: the catastrophic harm 
that may result from hostile states or ter-
rorist groups armed with weapons of mass 
destruction and the means to deliver them. 

Missile defenses have an important role 
to play in this effort. The United States 
has moved beyond the doctrine of cold war 
deterrence reflected in the 1972 ABM 
Treaty. At the same time, we have estab-
lished a positive relationship with Russia 
that includes partnership in 
counterterrorism and in other key areas of 
mutual concern. We have adopted a new 
concept of deterrence that recognizes that 
missile defenses will add to our ability to 
deter those who may contemplate attacking 
us with missiles. Our withdrawal from the 
ABM Treaty has made it possible to de-
velop and test the full range of missile de-
fense technologies and to deploy defenses 
capable of protecting our territory and our 
cities. 

I have directed the Secretary of Defense 
to proceed with fielding an initial set of 
missile defense capabilities. We plan to 
begin operating these initial capabilities in 
2004 and 2005, and they will include 
ground-based interceptors, sea-based inter-
ceptors, additional Patriot (PAC–3) units, 
and sensors based on land, at sea, and in 
space. 

Because the threats of the 21st century 
also endanger our friends and allies around 
the world, it is essential that we work to-
gether to defend against them. The De-
fense Department will develop and deploy 
missile defenses capable of protecting not 
only the United States and our deployed 
forces but also our friends and allies. The 
United States will also structure our missile 
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defense program in a manner that encour-
ages industrial participation by other na-
tions. Demonstrating the important role 
played by our friends and allies, as part 
of our initial missile defense capabilities, 
the United States will seek agreement from 
the United Kingdom and Denmark to up-
grade early-warning radars on their terri-
tory. 

The new strategic challenges of the 21st 
century require us to think differently, but 

they also require us to act. The deployment 
of missile defenses is an essential element 
of our broader efforts to transform our de-
fense and deterrence policies and capabili-
ties to meet the new threats we face. De-
fending the American people against these 
new threats is my highest priority as Com-
mander in Chief and the highest priority 
of my administration. 

Statement on the Resignation of Nick Calio as Assistant to the President 
for Legislative Affairs 
December 17, 2002 

Nick Calio has been a valuable and trust-
ed member of my administration since the 
day I took office. As my top staff represent-
ative on Capitol Hill, he has been at the 
center of major legislative victories, from 
landmark education reforms to historic tax 
relief for the American people. Members 

of Congress have always been able to rely 
on Nick’s integrity, forthrightness, and civil-
ity. I have been able to count on his good 
judgment, his energy, and his loyalty. He 
has given 2 years of faithful service, and 
he leaves with my gratitude and friendship. 

Joint Statement by President George W. Bush and President Vladimir 
Voronin on U.S.-Moldovan Relations 
December 17, 2002 

We welcome the positive development 
and expansion of U.S.-Moldovan relations 
over the last 11 years. The relationship of 
our two countries is based on a shared 
commitment to promoting prosperity, free-
dom, and security in Moldova and through-
out the region. 

Together, we reaffirm our support for 
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
the Republic of Moldova, and underscore 
our determination to bring the 
Transnistrian separatist conflict to a peace-
ful resolution. We stress our continued 
commitment to the ongoing OSCE-led 
Transnistria talks and, in particular, to the 

Kiev Document as the basis for negotiation 
of a lasting settlement. 

We note and welcome the Russian Fed-
eration’s intention to implement fully its 
commitments undertaken at the OSCE’s 
Istanbul Summit by completing the with-
drawal of its forces from the territory of 
Moldova by December 31, 2003. We urge 
Transnistria’s authorities to support uncon-
ditionally this process. If the Transnistrian 
authorities continue systematically to create 
obstacles for the disposal or withdrawal of 
Russian ammunition and military equip-
ment, we are prepared to consider together 
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with other concerned countries targeted 
measures directed at the Tiraspol regime. 

We recognize the progress that Moldova 
has made in transforming its economy in 
a free market direction, most notably in 
the agricultural sector. At the same time, 
we are cognizant of the economic chal-
lenges currently facing Moldova, including 
Moldova’s particularly difficult debt situa-
tion. We are in complete accord that 
Moldova must strengthen its reform efforts, 
especially in the areas of privatization and 
the energy sector, and improve its invest-
ment climate. We agreed that with strong 
and clearly demonstrated performance 
under Moldova’s IMF program, the United 
States would consider participating in a 
comprehensive plan to stabilize Moldova’s 
debt outlook in the medium term. 

We note and welcome Moldova’s positive 
record since independence in conducting 
free and fair elections and in implementing 
democratic reforms. We pledge our com-
mitment to upholding the principles of de-

mocracy and human rights and to observing 
them in practice. To this end, we under-
score the vital importance of further 
progress in meeting OSCE election stand-
ards and in strengthening free and inde-
pendent media in Moldova. 

Finally, we reaffirm the importance of 
continued cooperation between the United 
States and Moldova in promoting regional 
security, including through our common ef-
forts at combating the proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction; transnational 
crime; and trafficking in persons. We will 
deepen our cooperation to combat inter-
national terrorist threats to world peace 
both in our own countries and internation-
ally. The United States appreciates 
Moldova’s support in the global war on ter-
rorism. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment. 

Statement on Signing the E-Government Act of 2002 
December 17, 2002 

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2458, 
the ‘‘E-Government Act of 2002.’’ This leg-
islation builds upon my Administration’s ex-
panding E-Government initiative by ensur-
ing strong leadership of the information 
technology activities of Federal agencies, a 
comprehensive framework for information 
security standards and programs, and uni-
form safeguards to protect the confiden-
tiality of information provided by the public 
for statistical purposes. The Act will also 
assist in expanding the use of the Internet 
and computer resources in order to deliver 
Government services, consistent with the 
reform principles I outlined on July 10, 
2002, for a citizen-centered, results-ori-
ented, and market-based Government. 

Title II of this Act authorizes agencies 
to award ‘‘share-in-savings’’ contracts under 
which contractors share in the savings 
achieved by agencies through the provision 
of technologies that improve or accelerate 
their work. The executive branch shall en-
sure, consistent with applicable law, that 
these contracts are operated according to 
sound fiscal policy and limit authorized 
waivers for funding of potential termination 
costs to appropriate circumstances, so as 
to minimize the financial risk to the Gov-
ernment. 

Title III of this Act is the Federal Infor-
mation Security Management Act of 2002. 
It is very similar to title X of the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002, which also bears the 
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name Federal Information Security Man-
agement Act of 2002 and which I signed 
into law on November 25, 2002. I am sign-
ing into law the E-Government Act after 
the enactment of the Homeland Security 
Act, and there is no indication that the 
Congress intended the E-Government Act 
to provide interim provisions that would 
apply only until the Homeland Security Act 
took effect. Thus, notwithstanding the de-
layed effective dates applicable to the 
Homeland Security Act, the executive 
branch will construe the E-Government Act 
as permanently superseding the Homeland 
Security Act in those instances where both 
Acts prescribe different amendments to the 
same provisions of the United States Code. 

Finally, the executive branch shall con-
strue and implement the Act in a manner 
consistent with the President’s constitu-

tional authorities to supervise the unitary 
executive branch and to protect sensitive 
national security, law enforcement, and for-
eign relations information. In particular, 
consistent with my constitutional authorities 
and section 301(c) of this Act, the executive 
branch shall construe the Act in a manner 
that preserves the authorities of the Sec-
retary of Defense, the Director of Central 
Intelligence, and other agency heads with 
regard to the operation, control, and man-
agement of national security systems. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
December 17, 2002. 

NOTE: H.R. 2458, approved December 17, 
was assigned Public Law No. 107–347. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language version of this statement. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on World 
Intellectual Property Rights 
December 17, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:) 
As required by the second proviso of the 

text of the resolution of advise and consent 
to ratification of the World Intellectual 
Property Organization Copyright Treaty 
and the World Intellectual Property Orga-
nization Performances and Phonograms 
Treaty, passed by the Senate on October 
21, 1998, I transmit herewith a report pre-
pared by my Administration on the status 

of the ratification of those treaties and re-
lated materials. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., chair-
man, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 
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Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the National 
Emergency With Respect to Weapons-Usable Fissile Material in the 
Territory of the Russian Federation 
December 17, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c), I am transmitting a 6-
month periodic report prepared by my Ad-
ministration on the national emergency 
with respect to the risk of nuclear prolifera-
tion created by the accumulation of weap-

ons-usable fissile material in the territory 
of the Russian Federation that was declared 
in Executive Order 13159 of June 21, 2000. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. 

Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Jose Maria Aznar of Spain 
December 18, 2002 

President Bush. Welcome. I’ll make a 
statement; the President will make a state-
ment. That will be all we’ll be doing today. 

It is my great honor to welcome my good 
personal friend and a friend of the United 
States Jose Maria Aznar to the Casa Blan-
ca. He is one of the world’s strongest lead-
ers when it comes to our mutual concerns 
about keeping the peace and fighting ter-
ror. He understands the first—he under-
stands firsthand the consequences of terror 
activity. And today, Mr. President, we join 
you in the mourning of loss of life for a 
policeman in your country who was killed. 

I also want to take a moment to express 
our deepest sympathy for the people of Ga-
licia. We understand the concern and the 
heartfelt worry about the effects of the oil-
spill. President Aznar said, ‘‘Nunca mas,’’ 
and I believe him. And I want to thank 
him for his leadership. And I’m glad he’s 
back here. 

Bienvenidos. 
President Aznar. I begin by thanking 

President Bush very warmly for his very 
kind invitation once again. 

I’d also like to thank President Bush for 
his solidarity and particularly for the co-
operation shown to Spain by all levels of 
the U.S. administration in the light of the 
environmental disaster caused by the sunk-
en oil tanker off the coast of Spain. 

And can I say that in all the meetings 
I’ve had with representatives of your ad-
ministration, we have received offers of un-
conditional support in helping cope with 
that disaster, and that support is ongoing 
and will continue. And I’d like to thank 
President Bush for the personal impetus 
that he has given in that cooperation. 

Spain and the United States are working 
together within a framework of very solid 
and close cooperation and confidence. And 
I am determined that this will continue to 
be the case in the future in the fight 
against terrorism, in the fight against weap-
ons of mass destruction, and in this over-
riding objective of defending a world of 
freedom, justice, and stability. 

Gracias, senor. 
President Bush. Vamos a verles. 
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Q. Why shouldn’t Senator Lott resign, 
sir? 

President Bush. Vamos a verles en la fi-
esta en la noche. 

Q. No comprende. 
President Bush. I said, I’ll see you at 

the party tonight. 
Q. I thought that meant questions. 
President Bush. See you at the party to-

night. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:22 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. Presi-
dent Aznar spoke in Spanish, and his remarks 
were translated by an interpreter. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish 
language transcript of these remarks. A por-
tion of these remarks could not be verified 
because the tape was incomplete. 

Statement on the Peace Agreement in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo 
December 18, 2002 

I welcome the signing of the peace 
agreement that brings an end to 4 years 
of civil war in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo. I appreciate the strong lead-
ership and commitment of President Kabila 
to form a transitional government in Congo. 
I further commend all parties on their will-
ingness to make the tough decisions to en-
sure a peaceful and democratic future for 
the Congolese people. 

This peace agreement offers the Congo-
lese people a critical opportunity to build 
lasting peace in a unified Congo. The 
United States will continue to work with 
Congo’s Government, the Congolese Lib-
eration Movement, and the Congolese Rally 

for Democracy and Civil Society to move 
forward on implementing the agreement, 
which will result in national elections. 

I thank President Mbeki for his leader-
ship and efforts on behalf of peace in the 
Congo and throughout Africa. The United 
States looks forward to working with the 
African Union and the United Nations to 
help the Congolese people realize their 
dream for national reconciliation and grow-
ing prosperity. 

NOTE: The statement referred to President 
Joseph Kabila of the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo and President Thabo Mbeki 
of South Africa. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a 
Subsidy Budget Authority Request for Aloha Airlines, Inc. 
December 17, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
In accordance with provisions of Public 

Law 107–42, the Air Transportation Safety 
and System Stabilization Act, 2001, I here-
by request the subsidy budget authority 
necessary to support a $45 million Federal 
credit instrument for Aloha Airlines, Inc. 

I hereby designate this subsidy budget 
authority, currently estimated at $14 mil-
lion, as an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 252(e) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 
1985. 
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The details of this request are set forth Sincerely, 
in the enclosed letter from the Director GEORGE W. BUSH
of the Office of Management and Budget. 

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on December 19. 

Remarks at the Capital Area Food Bank 
December 19, 2002 

The President. Thanks. Be seated. Thank 
you very much. Good morning. 

Audience members. Good morning. 
The President. It is nice to be in a build-

ing full of food and full of love. We are 
honored to be here. Laura and I are here 
to send a message to our fellow Americans: 
We hope you love your neighbor as you 
would like to love—be loved yourself; that 
in this holiday season, let’s commit our-
selves to making it a season of service to 
others, others who might hurt, others who 
need food, others who can benefit from 
our kindness and generosity. 

I love to tell people in this country— 
this is a fabulous country, in my judgment, 
the greatest country on the face of the 
Earth. And the reason why is because 
America is full of people who have got 
great hearts and great souls, people who 
are willing to serve something greater than 
themselves. My call for the holiday season 
is for people to serve your Nation by help-
ing somebody in need, to join the—become 
a soldier in the army of compassion. 

I want to thank the Secretary of Agri-
culture, Ann Veneman, for her service to 
our country. Mr. Mayor, I appreciate you 
being here. It’s nice to see you; appreciate 
you keeping the potholes around the White 
House—[laughter]. I’m honored that mem-
bers of the city council are here. Thank 
you all for coming. It’s a—it is a fantastic 
tribute to your government that you sup-
port programs such as this food bank, cen-
ter for—for the eradication of hunger in 

Washington, DC. I appreciate your strong 
statement and your deep concern. 

I want to thank Lynn. Lynn Brantley is 
president and CEO of the Capital Area 
Food Bank. I appreciate your heart. I ap-
preciate your organizational talents. I mean, 
after all, this is the center for distribution 
to hundreds of outlets to feed people who 
are hungry. I mean, not only does Lynn 
care a lot, but she has obviously got a pret-
ty good—a capacity to organize. She had 
me in peaches and spinach. [Laughter] I 
want to thank Greg TenEyck, who is the 
chairman. Good morning, Mr. Chairman. 
Thank you. I want to thank Barry Scher, 
who is the vice chairman. Thank you all 
for helping out and dedicating your time 
and efforts to make sure this program is 
viable and strong. 

I think the thing we’ve got to understand 
here in the midst of all our plenty is that 
there are people who hurt, people who are 
hungry, people who need love, people who, 
when you hear the word ‘‘American 
Dream’’ have no idea what you’re talking 
about. And if they do, they wonder whether 
or not that American Dream applies to 
them. 

Our goal in America is to do everything 
we can to help those who hurt. And there 
is a role for government, no question about 
it. I like to say government can spend 
money, but government cannot put hope 
in people’s hearts or a sense of purpose 
in people’s lives. Government can help, but 
government should never crowd out the 
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great compassion we find in programs such 
as this right here. 

Washington, DC, hurt as a result of the 
attacks of September the 11th. The econ-
omy suffered around here. Therefore, there 
are more who hunger, and there are less 
who are giving. The agencies involved with 
helping those in need, need our sustained 
help. This organization here attracts nearly 
12,000 volunteers. I want to thank those 
who volunteer here. I want to thank you 
for what you do and thank you for being 
a part of the great fabric of compassion 
in America. 

More Americans need to volunteer. 
There are ways to do so. The 
usafreedomcorps.gov on the web page is 
the place to look. You can call 1–877–USA– 
CORPS and find out ways that you can 
help. If you are interested in being a part 
of feeding those who hunger, this is a great 
place to come to. But you can find out 
on the web page other ways to help. People 
oftentimes say, ‘‘Well, I want to help. I 
don’t know how.’’ Well, we’re trying to help 
you find out how. 

I hope people around this country realize 
that agencies such as this food bank need 
money. They need our contributions. Con-
tributions are down. They shouldn’t be 
down in a time of need. We shouldn’t let 
the enemy affect us to the point where 
we become less generous. Our spirit should 
never be diminished by what happened on 
September the 11th, 2001. Quite the con-
trary, we must stand squarely in the face 
of evil by doing some good. And part of 
doing good is not only dedicating your time 
and talent to help but to reach into your 
wallet so that those of us who hurt among 
us have a chance to heal and to be a part 
of the American experience. 

Those who are poor, those who suffer, 
those who have last hope are not strangers 
in our midst. They’re our fellow citizens. 
And in this time of joy, in the time of 
blessing, we’ve got to remember that. To 
make the season complete and the season 

whole, we must help those who are in 
need. 

One of the things you’ve got to—I hope 
you’ll recognize about me is sometimes I 
get a little wordy; I admit that. But I hope 
you view me as a man of action as well. 
We’ve got over 29 Federal agencies, people 
within the agencies who have been called 
upon to help. And they are helping. And 
I want to thank the Federal employees who 
have heard the call to love their neighbor 
just like you would like to be loved your-
self. We all have a responsibility, in high 
positions or low positions, to follow through 
with our—with words and deeds. And this 
administration is committed to fulfilling the 
great promise of the American experience. 

Again, I want to thank you all for com-
ing. You know, we live in a blessed land. 
We live in a fantastic, fantastic country. The 
goals for this country are peace in the 
world, and the goals for this country are 
a compassionate American for every single 
citizen. That compassion is found in the 
hearts and souls of the American citizens. 

My call to the American people is, patri-
otism is more than just putting your hand 
over your heart. Being a patriot in America 
is serving something greater than yourself, 
is serving the greatest country on the face 
of the Earth by helping a neighbor in need. 

May God bless this institution. May God 
bless the volunteers and donors and people 
who have made Capital Food Bank thrive. 
May God continue to encourage the spirit 
of giving and love. And may God bless 
America. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:11 a.m. in 
the warehouse. In his remarks, he referred 
to Mayor Anthony A. Williams of Wash-
ington, DC. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks. 
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Statement on Signing the National Science Foundation Authorization Act 
of 2002 
December 19, 2002 

Today I have signed into law H.R. 4664, 
the ‘‘National Science Foundation Author-
ization Act of 2002.’’ The Act authorizes 
appropriations for the National Science 
Foundation and modifies statutory authori-
ties of the Foundation. 

Section 5(f) of the Act purports to condi-
tion authorizations of certain appropriations 
on a subsequent determination by the Con-
gress of the existence of successful progress 
by the executive branch toward specified 
goals. The executive branch shall construe 
the purported condition as advisory, since 
any other construction would be incon-
sistent with the principles enunciated by 
the U.S. Supreme Court in 1983 in INS 
v. Chadha. Also, the executive branch shall 
construe and implement sections 8(10)(A), 
9(a)(5), 11(b)(3), and 24 in a manner con-
sistent with the equal protection require-
ments of the Due Process Clause of the 
Fifth Amendment to the Constitution. 

Several provisions of the Act, including 
sections 14(a), 14(b) (amending section 
201(a)(1) of the National Science Founda-
tion Authorization Act of 1998), and 18(d) 
call for the submission by the executive 
branch of specified information or rec-
ommendations to the Congress. The execu-
tive branch shall construe such provisions 
in a manner consistent with the President’s 
constitutional authority to supervise the 
unitary executive branch, to protect the de-
liberative processes of the Executive, and 
to submit to the Congress such rec-
ommendations as the President judges nec-
essary and expedient. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
December 19, 2002. 

NOTE: H.R. 4664, approved December 19, 
was assigned Public Law No. 107–368. 

Statement on Signing Legislation To Reauthorize the Hydrographic 
Services Improvement Act of 1998 and for Other Purposes 
December 19, 2002 

Today I have signed into law H.R. 4883, 
an Act to reauthorize the Hydrographic 
Services Improvement Act of 1998, and for 
other purposes. 

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tions 221(a)(4), 223(b), and 241(a)(2) of the 
Act as providing statutory bases for revoca-
tion of commissions or removal from serv-
ice that are separate from, in addition to, 
and not in derogation of the President’s 
constitutional authority to remove officers 
of the United States. The executive branch 
also shall construe sections 222 and 224 
in a manner consistent with the President’s 

constitutional authority to nominate and ap-
point candidates who are not the subject 
of recommendations under those sections. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 

December 19, 2002. 

NOTE: H.R. 4883, approved December 19, 
was assigned Public Law No. 107–372. 
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Remarks Following Discussions With the Quartet Principals and an 
Exchange With Reporters 
December 20, 2002 

President Bush. The Vice President and 
I are honored to welcome the Quartet prin-
cipals to the Oval Office. I want to thank 
you all for coming. I appreciate so very 
much your working with us to move the 
Israeli-Palestinian issue forward to a peace-
ful resolution of what has been a long-
standing conflict. 

I am strongly committed to the vision 
that I outlined on June the 24th. I believe 
it is in everybody’s best interests that there 
be two states living side by side in peace. 
And this Government will work hard to 
achieve that. And I want to thank you all 
for joining us in working toward that im-
portant vision. 

There are some keys to moving forward. 
All of us must work hard to fight against 
terror so that a few cannot deny the dreams 
of the many; that we must encourage the 
development of Palestinian institutions 
which are transparent, which promote free-
dom and democracy; that we must work 
together to ease the humanitarian situation. 
There’s—too many Palestinian moms and 
dads grieve over the future for their chil-
dren because of hunger and poverty, lack 
of health care. 

I appreciate the fact that the Quartet 
is working on what we call a roadmap. I 
view the roadmap as a part of the vision 
that I described. It is a way forward. It 
sets conditions. It’s a results-oriented docu-
ment. It is a way to bring people together 
so that they share their responsibilities. 

We’re assuming our responsibilities. The 
people in the neighborhood must assume 
their responsibilities. All nations must be 
committed to peace in order for us to 
achieve peace, must be committed to the 
vision of two states side by side in order 
to achieve the vision of living side by side. 

The roadmap is not complete yet, but 
the United States is committed to its com-

pletion. We are committed to its implemen-
tation in the name of peace. 

I want to thank you all for coming. We’re 
on our holiday season. It is the season of 
peace on Earth. We confirmed that today 
in this meeting. 

Kofi. 
Secretary-General Annan. Thank you 

very much, Mr. President. We’ve had a 
very good meeting this morning, and we 
are very close to finalizing the roadmap. 
And we believe that this is a roadmap that 
can help bring about the vision of two 
states, Israel and Palestine, living side by 
side. It will require sacrifices from both 
sides, and it will demand parallel steps by 
both states for us to be able to move for-
ward. 

The Quartet has indicated that this road-
map and the approach of the parties has 
to be performance-driven; they have to per-
form. But it also has to be hope-driven. 
And I believe that this vision of two states 
living in peace and security will be the 
dream that will keep that hope alive. And 
all of us, working with our friends in the 
region, will work hard to ensure that we 
achieve this day within the 3-year period 
that we have set ourselves. 

And Mr. President, we want to thank 
you for your support. And I think working 
together we can all be able to achieve this 
objective. Our intention is to release the 
roadmap and give it to the parties as soon 
as possible. And I think the communique 
we’ll be putting out will say clearly what 
we intend to do next. So I will pause here. 
Thank you very much. 

President Bush. Mr. Prime Minister, wel-
come. Good to see you, sir. 

Q. Mr. President—— 
President Bush. Hold on a second, 

please. Some of our guests will be speaking. 

2207 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 01056 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.024 193761

Dec. 20 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

Foreign Minister Moller. Thank you very 
much, Mr. President. I’m very glad that 
you’re so dedicated to the peace process 
in the Middle East. Your vision of the two 
states is very important. It’s very important 
for the European Union that the people 
in the area know they will get two states 
which have to live quietly, peacefully, side 
by side. 

What we are trying to do is to pave the 
way to the two states. And that’s why we 
have endorsed this roadmap and worked 
with this roadmap, because it’s good thing 
with a vision, but you must know how to 
go there. And that is what we have been 
working at. And it has been a very good 
cooperation—the United States, Russia, the 
United Nations, and the European Union. 

And I think it’s very important that Israel 
knows it will live there forever in security. 
But they can only have that security if they 
give a political solution to the Palestinians, 
that the Palestinians know that their day 
will come where they get the state, which 
make them sure of their future. They both 
have a future, and we have to help them 
with a future. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
President Bush. Igor. In Ingles? [Laugh-

ter] 
Foreign Minister Ivanov. Thank you for 

receiving us, first thing. 
President Bush. Thank you, sir. 
Foreign Minister Ivanov. The second 

thing, before we had a lot of interest, good 
documents, but we couldn’t implement. 
Now we have good document, and the 
most important thing is to implement. This 
is our main objective now. Thank you. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Very 
good. 

Sandra [Sandra Sobieraj, Associated 
Press], quick question. 

Iraq 
Q. Mr. President, your administration 

concluded yesterday that Saddam Hussein 
pretty much blew his last chance to come 
clean on his weapons of mass destruction. 
Are we now on a path to war? 

President Bush. One thing is for certain: 
We will fulfill the terms and conditions of 
1441. The world spoke clearly that we ex-
pect Mr. Saddam Hussein to disarm. Yes-
terday’s document was not encouraging. We 
expected him to show that he would dis-
arm. And as the Secretary of State said, 
it’s—it’s a long way from there. And we’re 
serious about keeping the peace. We’re se-
rious about working with our friends in the 
United Nations so that this body, ably led 
by Kofi Annan, has got relevance as we 
go into the 21st century. And yesterday was 
a disappointing day for those who have 
longed for peace. 

Listen, I want to thank you all for com-
ing. 

Q. Trent Lott question? 
President Bush. I would have, but we 

ran out of time. [Laughter] We ran out 
of time. They eat up your time. We had 
only so much time available. They ate up 
your time. I’m sorry. [Laughter] 

Q. You can drop by later. 
President Bush. We could do that; you’re 

right. But we’re due at Christmas parties. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:31 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. Partici-
pating in the meeting were Secretary-Gen-
eral Kofi Annan of the United Nations, Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs Per Stig Moller of 
Denmark, and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Igor Sergeyevich Ivanov of Russia. In his re-
marks, the President referred to President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. A portion of these 
remarks could not be verified because the 
tape was incomplete. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of these remarks. 
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Statement on Senator Trent Lott’s Decision Not To Seek the Senate 
Majority Leader’s Position 
December 20, 2002 

I respect the very difficult decision Trent 
made on behalf of the American people. 
As Majority and Minority Leader of the 
Senate, Trent Lott improved education for 
the American people; he led the way in 
securing tax relief; he strengthened our na-
tional security; and he stood for a bold 

and effective foreign policy. Trent is a val-
ued friend, and a man I respect. I am 
pleased he will continue to serve our Na-
tion in the Senate, and I look forward to 
working with him on our agenda to make 
America safer, stronger, and better. 

Message on the Observance of Christmas 2002 
December 20, 2002 

I send greetings to those celebrating 
Christmas. 

During Christmas, we gather with family 
and friends to celebrate the birth of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. As God’s only Son, 
Jesus came to Earth and gave His life so 
that we may live. His actions and His words 
remind us that service to others is central 
to our lives and that sacrifice and uncondi-
tional love must guide us and inspire us 
to lead lives of compassion, mercy, and jus-
tice. 

The true spirit of Christmas reflects a 
dedication to helping those in need, to giv-
ing hope to those in despair, and to spread-
ing peace and understanding throughout 
the Earth. As we share love and enjoy the 
traditions of this holiday, we are also grate-
ful for the men and women of our Armed 

Forces who are working to defend freedom, 
secure our homeland, and advance peace 
and safety around the world. 

This Christmas, may we give thanks for 
the blessings God has granted to our Na-
tion and in each of our lives. May the joy 
of the holidays renew our commitment to 
working together for a future of peace, op-
portunity, and hope. 

Laura joins me in wishing you a Merry 
Christmas and a blessed New Year. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language version of this 
message. 

Message on the Observance of Kwanzaa 
December 20, 2002 

I send greetings to those celebrating 
Kwanzaa. 

Kwanzaa celebrates the traditional Afri-
can values of unity, self-determination, col-
lective work and responsibility, cooperative 

economics, purpose, creativity, and faith. 
From December 26th to January 1st, peo-
ple of African descent gather to renew their 
commitment to these seven principles, 
known as Nguzo Saba, and give thanks for 
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the blessings of family, community, and cul-
ture. Kwanzaa is also a time for Africans 
and African-Americans to honor their com-
mon heritage by participating in events 
based on early harvest gatherings called 
matunda ya kwanza, or first fruits. 

As individuals and families join together 
during Kwanzaa, their joy enriches commu-
nities in the United States and across the 
globe. By uniting people of diverse back-
grounds and beliefs, this holiday promotes 
mutual understanding and respect. These 

The President’s Radio Address 
December 21, 2002 

Good morning. As families across the 
Nation gather to celebrate Christmas, 
Laura and I want to extend our best wishes 
for the holidays. We hope that this Christ-
mas will be a time of happiness in your 
home and a time of peace in the world. 

In this season, we celebrate with our 
families and deeply miss loved ones who 
are no longer with us. Thousands of fami-
lies in our Nation are still grieving over 
the terrible losses that came to them last 
year on September the 11th. We have not 
forgotten their loss, and we continue to 
pray for their comfort. 

The Christmas season brings a deeper 
concern for fellow citizens in need. Our 
country is prosperous; yet we must also re-
member there are pockets of despair in 
America. Some men and women are facing 
the struggles of illness and old age with 
no one to help them or pray with them. 
Other Americans fight against terrible ad-
dictions. Some young men have no family 
but a gang. Some teenage moms are aban-
doned and alone. And some children won-
der if anybody loves them. 

We all share a responsibility to help, 
both through our Government and through 
individual acts of compassion. In this season 
of giving, I hope all Americans will look 

universal principles inspire us as we work 
together for a future of freedom, hope, and 
opportunity for all. 

Laura joins me in sending our best wish-
es for a memorable Kwanzaa, and for 
peace, happiness, and success in the com-
ing year. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

for opportunities to donate and volunteer 
where the need is greatest. By reaching 
out to a neighbor in need, we make our 
country a more just and generous place. 

Our entire Nation is also thinking at this 
time of year of the men and women in 
the military, many of whom will spend 
Christmas at posts and bases far from 
home. They stand between Americans and 
grave danger. They serve in the cause of 
peace and freedom. They wear the uniform 
proudly, and we are so proud of them. 

I have met with these idealistic young 
men and women across America and 
around the world. I know the sacrifices 
they make, and in every place they serve, 
they can know that they have the love of 
their families and the gratitude of their Na-
tion. 

At this time of year, we appreciate all 
the blessings that fill our lives, especially 
the great blessing that came on a holy night 
in Bethlehem. The Christmas story speaks 
to every generation. It is the story of a 
quiet birth in a little town on the margins 
of an indifferent empire; yet that single 
event set the direction of history and still 
changes millions of lives. 

For over two millennia, Christmas has 
carried the message that God is with us, 
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and because He is with us we can always 
live in hope. The world we live in is very 
different from the world of ancient Beth-
lehem. Our need for that hope is still un-
changed. In all the challenges and dangers 
of our day, we still seek the promise of 
peace on Earth. 

Thank you for listening, and Merry 
Christmas. 

Radio Remarks to the People of Iran 
December 21, 2002 

I’m pleased to send warm greetings to 
the people of Iran and to welcome you 
to the new Radio Farda broadcast. 

For many years, the United States has 
helped bring news and cultural broadcasts 
for a few hours every day to the Iranian 
people via Radio Freedom. Yet the Iranian 
people tell us that more broadcasting is 
needed, because the unelected few who 
control the Iranian Government continue 
to place severe restrictions on access to un-
censored information. So we are now mak-
ing our broadcast available to more Iranians 
by airing news and music and cultural pro-
grams nearly 24 hours a day, and we are 
pleased to continue Voice of America and 
VOA TV services to Iran. 

The people of Iran want to build a freer, 
more prosperous country for their children 
and live in a country that is a full partner 
in the international community. Iranians 
also deserve a free press to express them-
selves to help build an open, democratic, 
and free society. 

My thoughts and prayers are with the 
Iranian people, particularly the families of 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 1:05 p.m. 
on December 20 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
December 21. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
December 20 but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

the many Iranians who are in prison today 
for daring to express their hopes and 
dreams for a better future. We continue 
to stand with the people of Iran in your 
quest for freedom, prosperity, honest and 
effective government, judicial due process, 
and the rule of law. And we continue to 
call on the Government of Iran to respect 
the will of its people and be accountable 
to them. 

As I have said before, if Iran respects 
its international obligations and embraces 
freedom and tolerance, it will have no bet-
ter friend than the United States of Amer-
ica. 

Best wishes for a bright future filled with 
knowledge and information and freedom. 

NOTE: The President’s remarks were re-
corded at 1:15 p.m. on December 20 in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House for broad-
cast at 10:06 a.m. on December 21 in Iran 
on Radio Farda. The transcript was made 
available by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on December 20. 
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Memorandum on the White House Task Force for Disadvantaged Youth 
December 20, 2002 

Memorandum for the Attorney General, the 
Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of 
Labor, the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, the Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development, the Secretary of 
Education, the Director of National Drug 
Control Policy, the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget, the Assistant 
to the President for Domestic Policy, the 
Assistant to the President and Director of 
the USA Freedom Corps, the Deputy 
Assistant to the President and Director of 
the Office of Faith-Based and Community 
Initiatives, the Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation for National and 
Community Service 

Subject: White House Task Force for 
Disadvantaged Youth 

An unacceptably large number of Amer-
ican youth fail each year to develop the 
academic, social, and citizenship skills nec-
essary to succeed in our country. For exam-
ple, 60 percent of fourth graders from low-
income families cannot read at grade level, 
more than 2.6 million teens use illicit sub-
stances each month, and 400,000 teens 
commit violent crimes each year. Many of 
these young people grow up in economic 
and social environments that place them 
at a significant disadvantage. 

The Federal Government has spent bil-
lions of dollars over the last 30 years in 
a variety of programs to address these 
issues. A 1998 analysis by the General Ac-
counting Office has pointed out that there 
were 117 Federal programs administered 
by 15 departments aimed at disadvantaged 
youth. Some of these programs have been 
very successful. However, overall, the Fed-
eral Government’s efforts and programs to 
assist disadvantaged young people have 
been fragmented and not as successful as 
hoped. 

Consistent with my interest in improving 
the effectiveness of Federal programs in 
general, and in programs for disadvantaged 
youth in particular, in fostering ways that 
citizen service can bring about important 
change, I hereby direct the following: 

Section 1. Establishment of Task Force. 
(a) There is hereby established, within the 
Executive Office of the President, the 
‘‘White House Task Force for Disadvan-
taged Youth’’ (‘‘Task Force’’). The Task 
Force shall consist of: 

(i) the Attorney General, Secretary of Ag-
riculture, Secretary of Labor, Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development, Sec-
retary of Education, Director of National 
Drug Control Policy, Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget, Assistant to 
the President for Domestic Policy, Assistant 
to the President and Director of the USA 
Freedom Corps, Deputy Assistant to the 
President and Director of the Office of 
Faith-Based and Community Initiatives, 
and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the 
Corporation for National and Community 
Service (CNCS); and 

(ii) such other Federal officials as the 
Assistant to the President for Domestic Pol-
icy may from time to time, on my behalf, 
designate. 

(b) The Assistant to the President for 
Domestic Policy, or in that Assistant’s ab-
sence, the Assistant to the President and 
Director of the USA Freedom Corps, shall 
serve as Chairman of the Task Force. The 
Chairman shall convene and preside at 
meetings of the Task Force, determine its 
agenda, direct its work and, as appropriate 
with particular subject matters, establish 
and direct subgroups of the Task Force 
that shall consist exclusively of the Task 
Force members. 

(c) A member of the Task Force may 
designate, to perform the Task Force or 
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Task Force subgroup functions of the 
member, any person who is part of the 
member’s agency and who is an officer ap-
pointed by the President with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, or a member 
of the Senior Executive Service (or, in the 
case of the CNCS, an employee of the 
CNCS designated by the CEO of the 
CNCS). 

Sec. 2. Functions of the Task Force. The 
Task Force shall develop, and submit in 
accordance with section 3 through the As-
sistant to the President for Domestic Policy 
for my approval, a comprehensive Federal 
response, under existing authorities and 
programs, to the problems of youth failure, 
with a focus on enhanced agency account-
ability and effectiveness. Objectives shall in-
clude: (a) coordinating interagency efforts 
to address the problems of failure among 
disadvantaged youth; (b) developing a uni-
fied research plan to identify effective prac-
tices that help disadvantaged youth; (c) in-
corporating positive youth development 
practices that help disadvantaged youth; 
and (d) analyzing and quantifying the im-
pact of Federal efforts aimed at disadvan-
taged youth. These objectives shall be car-
ried out consistent with my Administration’s 
implementation of performance-based 
budgeting. 

Sec. 3. Reports. In performing its func-
tions, the Task Force shall present to me, 
through the Assistant to the President for 
Domestic Policy: 

(a) not later than April 30, 2003, a pre-
liminary report of their initial overall assess-
ment of the Federal response to failure 
among disadvantaged youth under existing 
authorities and programs, including a work 
plan that details the goals and objectives 
for the Task Force and evaluates the poten-
tial for expanding successful Federal dis-
advantaged youth programs through pro-
gram consolidation, redirection of re-
sources, and elimination of ineffective pro-
grams; and 

(b) not later than October 1, 2003, a 
final report describing the actions of the 
Task Force to respond to the problem of 
youth failure and submitting for my ap-
proval the comprehensive Federal response 
to which section 2 refers. 

Sec. 4. Termination. The Task Force 
shall terminate 30 days after the date of 
the submission of the final report as de-
scribed in section 3(b) of this memo-
randum. 

Sec. 5. General. (a) Agencies and the 
CNCS shall assist and provide information 
to the Task Force consistent with applica-
ble law as may be necessary to carry out 
the functions of the Task Force. To the 
extent permitted by law, the CNCS shall 
provide funding and administrative support 
for the Task Force. 

(b) As used in this memorandum, the 
term ‘‘agency’’ means an executive depart-
ment or agency of the Federal Govern-
ment. 

(c) Nothing in this memorandum shall 
be construed to impair or otherwise affect 
the functions of the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget relating to 
budget, administrative, or legislative pro-
posals. 

(d) This memorandum is intended only 
to improve the internal management of the 
Federal Government and is not intended 
to, and does not, create any right or ben-
efit, substantive or procedural, enforceable 
at law or equity by a party against the 
United States, its departments, agencies, in-
strumentalities or entities, its officers or 
employees, or any other person. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on Decem-
ber 23. 
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Statement on the Election of Senator Bill Frist to the Senate Majority 
Leader’s Position 
December 23, 2002 

I congratulate Senator Bill Frist on his 
election to Majority Leader of the U.S. 
Senate. Senator Frist has earned the trust 
and respect of his colleagues on both sides 

The President’s Radio Address 
December 28, 2002 

Good morning. Two thousand two 
brought great challenges to America, and 
we had many successes at home and 
abroad. In 2002, our economy was still re-
covering from the attacks of September the 
11th, 2001, and it was pulling out of a 
recession that began before I took office. 

Our Government came together to pass 
an economic growth bill to jump-start the 
economy. We extended unemployment 
benefits for workers who lost their jobs 
after the terrorist attacks. Congress passed 
trade promotion authority, which gave me 
a stronger hand to help America’s farmers 
and businesses sell their products abroad. 
And we worked together to enact terrorism 
insurance legislation, so our construction 
workers could get back on the job. As a 
result of these actions, the United States 
economy is growing again. 

Our Nation learned of scandalous abuses 
by some corporate leaders, and so I signed 
the most sweeping corporate reforms in 
more than a half a century. We are strictly 
enforcing the laws against fraud and decep-
tion in corporate America because workers 
and investors must have confidence in 
America’s businesses and business leaders. 

America in 2002 continued our efforts 
to confront the danger of terrorism. We 
increased the security of our ports and 
coasts and airlines and created a new De-
partment of Homeland Security. This De-

of the aisle. I look forward to working with 
him and all Members of the Senate and 
House to advance our agenda for a safer, 
stronger, and better America. 

partment will unite dozens of Federal agen-
cies behind a single mission, protecting the 
American people. I hope the Senate will 
act quickly in the new session to confirm 
Governor Tom Ridge to serve as America’s 
first Secretary of Homeland Security. 

In 2002, the war on terror that began 
with the liberation of Afghanistan continued 
on many fronts. Working with our allies 
around the world, we captured top Al 
Qaida leaders, destroyed terror training 
camps, and froze millions of dollars in ter-
rorist assets. 

In the new year, we will prosecute the 
war on terror with patience and focus and 
determination. With the help of a broad 
coalition, we will make certain that terror-
ists and their supporters are not safe in 
any cave or corner of the world. 

The war on terror also requires us to 
confront the danger of catastrophic violence 
posed by Iraq and its weapons of mass de-
struction. The United Nations Security 
Council has unanimously affirmed that Sad-
dam Hussein is a danger to his neighbors 
and to the peace of the world. The burden 
now is on Iraq’s dictator to disclose and 
destroy his arsenal of weapons. If he re-
fuses, then for the sake of peace, the 
United States will lead a coalition to disarm 
the Iraqi regime and free the Iraqi people. 

Also in the new year, we will press on 
in the effort to turn our economic recovery 
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into sustained economic growth. This econ-
omy is strong, and it can be stronger. I 
will work with Congress on a jobs and 
growth package to add momentum to the 
recovery and to put people back to work. 
And one of my first priorities for the new 
Congress will be an extension of unemploy-
ment benefits for Americans who need 
them. 

We will also work to ensure that all 
Americans have access to high quality, af-
fordable health care. We will keep our 
commitment to America’s seniors by work-
ing to reform and modernize Medicare and 
include a prescription drug benefit to help 
seniors who are squeezed by rising drug 
prices. We will tackle the crisis of frivolous 
lawsuits that drive up the cost of health 
care. 

We will continue to carry out the com-
prehensive education reforms signed into 
law last January, so no child in America 
is left behind. My administration will work 

to continue to remove barriers that hinder 
the good work of faith-based and commu-
nity groups. And we will work to reauthor-
ize the historic welfare reform law that has 
improved so many lives. 

Our successes in the past year have pre-
pared the way for great progress in 2003. 
Working together, we can make America 
more prosperous and keep the peace in 
the world. 

Thank you for listening, and Happy New 
Year. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:05 
a.m. on December 27 at the Bush Ranch in 
Crawford, TX, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
December 28. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
December 27 but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Exchange With Reporters in Crawford, Texas 
December 31, 2002 

The President. Hi, guys. Happy New 
Year to everybody. Laura and I wish all 
our fellow Americans a prosperous and 
peaceful and a happy new year. We are 
really happy to be spending New Year here 
in Crawford, Texas. We’ll be having our 
New Year’s hamburger here in a minute. 
[Laughter] 

I’ll be glad to answer a few questions— 
Ron [Ron Fournier, Associated Press] and 
Patsy [Patricia Wilson, Reuters] and Mike 
[Mike Allen, Washington Post]. 

Situation in North Korea 
Q. Sir, I’d like to ask you if I could, 

why are you not considering military action 
against a defiant, unstable, unpredictable, 
nuclear-armed North Korea? 

The President. I view the North Korean 
situation as one that can be resolved peace-
fully, through diplomacy. The international 
community, particularly those countries 
close to North Korea, understand the stakes 
involved. I had a very good visit with Presi-
dent-elect Roh of South Korea. I’ve obvi-
ously talked to Jiang Zemin right here in 
Crawford about a nuclear-weapons-free Pe-
ninsula. 

There is strong consensus, not only 
amongst the nations in the neighborhood 
and our friends but also with international 
organizations such as the IAEA, that North 
Korea ought to comply with international 
regulations. I believe this can be done 
peacefully, through diplomacy, and we will 
continue to work that way. I take—all op-
tions, of course, are always on the table 
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for any President, but by working with 
these countries, we can resolve this. 

Q. So you’re not currently contemplating 
military action? 

The President. Well, Ron, I believe this 
is not a military showdown; this is a diplo-
matic showdown. And we can resolve this 
peacefully and intend—— 

Q. Sir, you—— 
The President. Hold on for a second, 

please. 
Q. Sorry, excuse me. 
The President. And intend to work to 

resolve it peacefully. We’ve got good 
progress in talking to our friends. And I 
look forward to the fact that President-elect 
Roh is sending some people over here, and 
then he, himself, will come after he’s been 
inaugurated. 

Patsy, then John [John Roberts, CBS 
News]. 

North Korea/Iraq 
Q. Sir, why should we be more worried 

about Saddam Hussein, who has no nuclear 
weapons, than Kim Chong-il, who is unsta-
ble and does have nuclear weapons? 

The President. Well, first of all, I think 
it’s important to remember that Saddam 
Hussein was close to having a nuclear 
weapon. We don’t know whether or not 
he has a nuclear weapon. We do expect 
him to disarm his weapons of mass destruc-
tion; that’s what we expect. 

Secondly, the international community 
has been trying to resolve the situation in 
Iraq through diplomacy for 11 years. And 
for 11 years, Saddam Hussein has defied 
the international community. And now 
we’ve brought the world together to send 
a clear signal: We expect him to disarm, 
to get rid of his weapons of mass destruc-
tion. The first step in determining whether 
or not he would do that was discouraging. 
His declaration was short, and the inter-
national community recognized that, that 
he wasn’t forthcoming. 

Again, I hope this Iraq situation will be 
resolved peacefully. One of my New Year’s 

resolutions is to work to deal with these 
situations in a way so that they’re resolved 
peacefully. But thus far, it appears that, 
on first look, that Saddam Hussein hasn’t 
heard the message. 

Q. Sir, can I ask a followup? 
The President. Yes.

National Economy and War With Iraq 
Q. Your budget directors put the possible 

cost of a war with Iraq at in line with 
the first Gulf war. Why shouldn’t Ameri-
cans view this possible war as possibly crip-
pling our economy, that’s already very 
slow? 

The President. An attack from Saddam 
Hussein or a surrogate of Saddam Hussein 
would cripple our economy. My biggest job 
and most important job is to protect the 
security of the American people, and I am 
going to do that. And I have made the 
case and will continue to make the case 
that Saddam Hussein—a Saddam Hussein 
with weapons of mass destruction is a 
threat to the security of the American peo-
ple. 

Q. But can this economy afford to fight 
a war? 

The President. This economy cannot af-
ford to stand an attack. And I’m going to 
protect the American people. The economy 
is strong; it’s resilient. Obviously, so long 
as somebody is looking for work, we’ve got 
to continue to make it strong and resilient. 
My most important job is to protect Amer-
ica and Americans, and I take that job seri-
ously. And that’s exactly what this adminis-
tration is going to do. 

John. 

FBI Persons of Interest 
Q. Sir, are you concerned about the re-

port that five people have come across the 
Canadian border illegally? Are you con-
cerned that there are any new threats to 
the American security right now, as we go 
into this new year? 

The President. I am—I have authorized 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the 
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FBI, to put out an all-points bulletin for 
five individuals who we believe have been 
smuggled into the country. We need to 
know why they have been smuggled into 
the country, what they’re doing in the 
country. And if anybody has any informa-
tion about the five, I would hope they 
would contact their local authorities. 

John, we don’t have any idea of what 
their intentions may be, but we are mindful 
that there are still some out there who 
would try to harm America and harm 
Americans. And so, therefore, we take 
every threat seriously and every piece of 
evidence seriously. And the American peo-
ple need to know there’s a lot of good 
people working hard, whether it be on New 
Year’s Eve or any other time, to protect 
the American people. 

Mike, you got anything? 

Republican Party and Minorities 
Q. Yes. Good afternoon, Mr. President. 
The President. Thank you. 
Q. What effect do you think that—— 
The President. That’s plenty. No. [Laugh-

ter] 
Q. What effect do you think that the 

attention to Senator Lott’s comment has 
had on the image of the Republican Party 
across the country? And what do you plan 
to do to repair any damage? 

The President. Well, first of all, I think 
that most people understand that their Re-
publican Party cares deeply about each in-
dividual, regardless of the color of their 
skin or their religion. And I will continue 
to promote policies that enable the Amer-
ican individual to achieve his or her 
dreams. I believe in equal access to the 
greatness of America. And this administra-
tion is committed to that and will continue 
to work toward that goal. 

Yes. I’ll show you how generous I am. 
[Laughter] 

Domestic Safety in 2003 
Q. Mr. President, looking ahead here, 

with a possible war with Iraq looming, 

North Korea nuclear conflict, as well as 
Usama bin Laden still at large, is the world 
safer as we look ahead to 2003? 

The President. Yes, it’s a lot safer today 
than it was a year ago, and it’s going to 
be safer after this year than it was this 
year, because the United States of America 
will continue to lead a vast coalition of free-
dom-loving countries to disrupt terrorist ac-
tivities, to hold dictators accountable, par-
ticularly those who ignore international 
norm and international rule. And the Amer-
ican—this Government will continue lead 
the world toward more peace. And the 
American people need to be mindful of 
the fact that our Government is committed 
to peace and committed to freedom. 

And we hope to resolve all the situations 
in which we find ourselves in a peaceful 
way. And so that’s my commitment, to try 
to do so peacefully. But I want to remind 
people that Saddam Hussein—the choice 
is his to make as to whether or not the 
Iraqi situation is resolved peacefully. 

You said we’re headed to war in Iraq. 
I don’t know why you say that. I hope 
we’re not headed to war in Iraq. I’m the 
person who gets to decide, not you, and 
I hope this can be done peacefully. We’ve 
got a military presence there to remind 
Saddam Hussein, however, that when I say 
we will lead a coalition of the willing to 
disarm him if he chooses not to disarm, 
I mean it. 

And we will continue to work to resolve 
the situation on the Korean Peninsula in 
a peaceful way. And it was right here in 
Crawford, Texas, where I had a meaningful 
and good discussions with Jiang Zemin. 
Heck, it wasn’t all that long ago that a 
U.S. leader never spoke to the Chinese 
leader. And right here in Crawford, we had 
a dialog where we both committed our-
selves to working in a way to convince Kim 
Chong-il that it’s not in his country’s inter-
ests to arm up with nuclear weapons. And 
I believe that can be resolved peacefully. 
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Listen, thank you all. I’m thinking about 
a little nature walk in a couple of days. 
Anybody interested? 

Q. How far is it? How long is it? 
The President. About 4 miles. I know 

you’re interested. 
Q. I have a question for you. 
The President. Yes, Patsy. Sorry. 

New Year’s Resolution 
Q. Did you keep last year’s resolution 

to eat less cheeseburgers? 
The President. A matter of fact, it’s an 

interesting question she asked: Did I keep 
last year’s resolution to eat less cheese-
burgers? [Laughter] And the answer is yes, 

to the extent that I’m now comfortable in 
having a cheeseburger today. [Laughter] 

I hope you all are enjoying yourself here. 
The First Lady. Happy New Year, every-

body. 
The President. Thank you. Good luck to 

you. See you. 

NOTE: The exchange began at 12:50 p.m. at 
the Coffee Station restaurant. In the ex-
change, the President referred to President-
elect Roh Moo-hyun of South Korea; Presi-
dent Jiang Zemin of China; and President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. A reporter referred 
to Chairman Kim Chong-il of North Korea; 
and Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida 
terrorist organization. 

Statement on the Kenyan Democratic Elections 
December 31, 2002 

I congratulate President Mwai Kibaki on 
his election as the third President of the 
Republic of Kenya and look forward to 
working with him. I also congratulate the 
Kenyan people who on December 27th 
demonstrated their deep commitment to 
democracy and provided to the world a 
clear example of peaceful, democratic 
change. And I commend former President 
Moi for his leadership and vision during 
this crucial period of democratic transition 
and for his years of leadership in the re-
gion. 

The elections have opened a hopeful new 
chapter in Kenya’s history. I commend the 
Presidential candidates, Uhuru Kenyatta 
and Simeon Nyachae, for peacefully accept-
ing the outcome of the election and for 
pledging to work constructively within the 
democratic framework of the National As-
sembly. The United States will work closely 
with Kenya’s new Government to deepen 
the strong and enduring friendship between 
the United States and Kenya and to help 
the new Government build a future of 
greater freedom, peace, and prosperity for 
all of Kenya’s citizens. 

Statement Calling for Congressional Action on a Pay Increase for the 
Federal Judiciary 
December 31, 2002 

Today I have issued an Executive order 
entitled ‘‘Adjustments of Certain Rates of 
Pay.’’ This order implements the January 

2003 pay raise for members of the uni-
formed services and for Federal civilian 
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employees under the General Schedule and 
certain related pay systems. 

This Executive order sets forth the 
unadjusted pay schedule for members of 
the Federal judiciary. Due to section 140 
of Public Law 97–92, I do not have the 
authority to order a pay increase for Fed-

eral judges. I hereby urge the Congress 
to specifically authorize a pay increase for 
Federal judges. 

NOTE: The Executive order is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume. 

Message on the Observance of New Year’s Day, 2003 
December 31, 2002 

The past year has been a time of 
achievement, progress, and renewed hope 
for the American people. As our citizens 
continue to demonstrate a spirit of resolve 
and unity, we are building a culture of serv-
ice, citizenship, and responsibility that 
strengthens our country and offers hope to 
those in need. To counter new threats, we 
are enhancing security at home, and we 
are part of the global coalition against ter-
rorism that has made significant progress 
in opposing the forces of tyranny and op-
pression. 

We will continue our efforts to secure 
America, win the war on terrorism, focus 
on education, promote compassion, create 
new jobs, and ensure the economic security 
of all our citizens. As we move forward 
into the New Year, I encourage all Ameri-

cans to give thanks to the Almighty for 
His many blessings, and to join with me 
in reaffirming our commitment to helping 
people around the world achieve peace and 
freedom. 

At the dawn of this New Year, America 
is a land of justice, liberty, and tolerance. 
We will work together to build on our suc-
cesses and embrace the challenges and op-
portunities that lie ahead. 

Laura joins me in sending our best wish-
es for a Happy New Year. May God bless 
you, and may God continue to bless the 
United States. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

2219 



e Aug 04 2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 01069 Fmt 1238 Sfmt 1238 E:\HR\OC\193761.026 193761

Appendix A—Digest of Other White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary 
and not included elsewhere in this book. 

July 1 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

briefings. He then traveled to Cleveland, OH. 
In the afternoon, he returned to Washington, 
DC. 

July 2 
In the morning, the President had CIA and 

FBI briefings. He then traveled to Milwaukee, 
WI, and later returned to Washington, DC. 

The President announced his nomination of 
Peter Eide to be General Counsel of the Fed-
eral Labor Relations Authority. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Harry R. Hoglander to be a member 
of the National Mediation Board. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Daniel Pearson to be a Commissioner 
of the U.S. International Trade Commission. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Neil McPhie to be a member of the 
Merit Systems Protection Board. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Quanah Crossland Stamps to be Com-
missioner of the Administration for Native 
Americans. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point Windy Sitton as U.S. Commissioner of 
the Canadian River Commission. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point the following individuals as members of 
the Federal Salary Council: 

Thomas Bastas; 
James Pasco; 
Rudy Joseph Maestas; 
Mary McNally Rose; and 
Samuel Johnson Wallace. 

July 3 
In the morning, the President had CIA and 

FBI briefings and then met with the National 
Security Council. Later, in the Roosevelt Room, 
the President met with National Geographic So-

ciety leaders, who presented him with a custom 
National Geographic map cabinet. 

In the afternoon, in an Oval Office ceremony, 
the President signed an Executive order on trib-
al colleges and universities. Later, he traveled 
to Andrews Air Force Base, MD, where he 
played a round of golf. 

In the evening, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. 

The President announced his appointment of 
the following individuals as members of the 
President’s Board of Advisors on Tribal Colleges 
and Universities: 

Ron S. McNeil; 
David W. Anderson; 
Carl J. Artman; 
Eddie F. Brown; 
Kathryn L. Domenici; 
Ann Marie Downes; 
Mark O. Hatfield; 
Daniel G. Keating; 
David J. Matheson; 
Martha A. McLeod; 
Karen M. Gayton Swisher; 
Della C. Warrior; and 
Richard B. Williams. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Montana and ordered Federal aid to supplement 
State and local recovery efforts in the area 
struck by severe storms and flooding beginning 
on June 8 and continuing. 

July 4 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. He and Mrs. Bush then trav-
eled to Ripley, WV. In the afternoon, they re-
turned to Washington, DC. 

In the evening, from the White House bal-
cony overlooking the South Lawn, the President 
and Mrs. Bush viewed the Independence Day 
fireworks display on The Mall with their guests. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Texas and ordered Federal aid to supplement 
State and local recovery efforts in the area 
struck by severe storms and flooding beginning 
on June 29 and continuing. 
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July 5 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he had a telephone con-
versation with President Hamid Karzai of the 
Transitional Authority of Afghanistan to express 
his condolences concerning civilian deaths in 
joint U.S.-Afghan military operations in Oruzgan 
Province on July 2. 

Later in the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to the Bush family home on 
Walker’s Point in Kennebunkport, ME. 

July 6 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
The President declared a major disaster in 

Guam and ordered Federal aid to supplement 
territory and local recovery efforts in the area 
struck by Typhoon Chata’an on July 5–6. 

July 8 
In the morning, the President and Mrs. Bush 

returned to Washington, DC. 
The President announced his intention to des-

ignate Linton F. Brooks as Acting Under Sec-
retary for Nuclear Security and Acting Adminis-
trator for the National Nuclear Security Admin-
istration at the Department of Energy. 

July 9 
In the morning, the President had separate 

telephone conversations with Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon of Israel and Crown Prince 
Abdullah of Saudi Arabia to discuss peace efforts 
in the Middle East. He then had an intelligence 
briefing. Later, he traveled to New York City. 

In the afternoon, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. Later, in the Roosevelt Room, 
he met with Archbishop Demetrios, Primate of 
the Greek Orthodox Church in America, and 
other Orthodox leaders. 

July 10 
In the morning, the President had a breakfast 

meeting with Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives J. Dennis Hastert, Senate Majority 
Leader Tom Daschle, Senate Minority Leader 
Trent Lott, and House Minority Leader Richard 
A. Gephardt to discuss the congressional agenda. 
Later, he had CIA and FBI briefings and then 
met with the National Security Council. 

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the 
President met with former Coast Guard com-
mandants to discuss proposed homeland security 
legislation. Later, in the Cabinet Room, he met 

with House and Senate Republican leaders to 
discuss the congressional agenda. Later in the 
afternoon, in the Oval Office, he met with re-
cipients of the National Outstanding Young 
Farmer Awards. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Wendy Jean Chamberlin to be Assist-
ant Administrator for Asia and the Near East 
at the U.S. Agency for International Develop-
ment. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Richard Healing to be a member of 
the National Transportation Safety Board. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate the following individuals to be mem-
bers of the Board of Trustees of the Morris 
K. Udall Scholarship and Excellence in National 
Environmental Policy Foundation: 

Malcolm B. Bowekaty; 
Robert Boldrey; 
Herbert Guenther; 
Richard Narcia; and 
Bradley Udall. 

July 11 
In the morning, the President had separate 

telephone conversations with President Hosni 
Mubarak of Egypt and King Abdullah II of Jor-
dan to discuss developments in the Middle East 
and upcoming ministerial meetings. He then had 
an intelligence briefing. Later in the morning, 
he traveled to Minneapolis, MN. 

Upon his arrival in the afternoon, the Presi-
dent met with USA Freedom Corps volunteer 
Pearl Lam Bergad. Then, at the University of 
Minnesota Medical School, he participated in 
a roundtable discussion on prescription drugs 
and medical innovation. 

In the evening, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate John M. Reich to be Vice Chairperson 
of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point the following individuals as members of 
the Board for International Food and Agri-
culture Development: 

Michael Deegan; 
Stuart Iverson, Jr.; 
Anthony Laos; 
William DeLauder; 
Carol Lewis; and 
Sharron Quisenberry. 
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The President declared a major disaster in 
Micronesia and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment national and State recovery efforts in the 
area struck by Tropical Storm Chata’an, includ-
ing flooding, mudslides, and landslides, on July 
2–4. 

July 12 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and FBI briefings and then met with the Na-
tional Security Council. 

In the afternoon, the President met with the 
newly established Corporate Fraud Task Force. 
Later, he traveled to Thurmont, MD, where he 
toured facilities and participated in activities at 
Camp Greentop, a residential camp for disabled 
children and adults. He then traveled to Camp 
David, MD. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate the following individuals to be mem-
bers of the National Council on Disability: 

Glenn Bernard Anderson; 
Marco A. Rodriguez; 
Milton Aponte; 
Linda Wetters; 
Joel Kahn; and 
David John Wenzel. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Vermont and ordered Federal aid to supplement 
State and local recovery efforts in the area 
struck by severe storms and flooding on June 
5–13. 

July 14 
In the afternoon, the President returned to 

Washington, DC. 

July 15 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Bir-
mingham, AL, where he participated in a round-
table meeting with business leaders at the Alys 
Stephens Center at the University of Alabama— 
Birmingham. 

In the afternoon, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. 

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will meet with Prime Minister Ranil 
Wickremesinghe of Sri Lanka at the White 
House on July 24. 

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will welcome President Vaclav Havel of 
the Czech Republic to Washington, DC, on Sep-
tember 18. 

July 16 
In the morning, the President had CIA and 

FBI briefings. He then met with Members of 
Congress to discuss proposed homeland security 
legislation. 

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the 
President met with Texas Supreme Court Justice 
Priscilla Owen, nominee to be U.S. Circuit 
Judge for the Fifth Circuit, and a bipartisan 
group of her supporters from Texas, including 
Senators Phil Gramm and Kay Bailey Hutchison 
and leaders of the Texas bar. 

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will welcome King Abdullah II of Jordan 
to the White House on August 1. 

The President announced his nomination of 
Antonio O. Garza, Jr., to be Ambassador to 
Mexico. 

July 17 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and FBI briefings and then met with the Na-
tional Security Council. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Marion C. Blakey to be Administrator 
of the Federal Aviation Administration. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Pamela F. Olson to be Assistant Sec-
retary for Tax Policy at the Department of the 
Treasury. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Roger P. Nober to be a member of 
the Surface Transportation Board and, upon 
confirmation, to be designated Chairman. 

July 18 
In the morning, the President had CIA and 

FBI briefings. He then traveled to Rochester, 
MI, with President Aleksander Kwasniewski of 
Poland. Later, they traveled to Troy, MI. In 
the afternoon, they returned to Washington, 
DC. 

Later in the afternoon, in the Cabinet Room, 
the President met with Members of Congress 
to discuss trade promotion authority. 

July 19 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing and then met with the National 
Security Council. Later, he traveled to Fort 
Drum, NY, where he viewed troop demonstra-
tions and participated in a videoconference with 
Maj. Gen. Franklin L. ‘‘Buster’’ Hagenbeck, 
USA, commander, 10th Mountain Division and 
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Fort Drum, and troops deployed with him in 
Afghanistan. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Camp David, MD. 

The President announced that he has named 
Joseph O’Neill as Director of the Office of Na-
tional AIDS Policy. 

The President announced that he has named 
Daniel Bartlett as Assistant to the President for 
Communications. 

The President announced that he has named 
Michael Gerson as Assistant to the President 
for Speechwriting and Policy Advisor. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Wisconsin and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the area 
struck by severe storms and flooding on June 
21–25. 

July 20 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

July 21 
In the afternoon, the President returned to 

Washington, DC. 

July 22 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and FBI briefings. He then traveled to Argonne, 
IL, and later returned to Washington, DC. 

July 23 
In the morning, the President had CIA and 

FBI briefings. He also had a telephone con-
versation with President Megawati Sukarnoputri 
of Indonesia to discuss cooperation against ter-
rorism and Secretary of State Colin Powell’s up-
coming visit to Southeast Asia. 

In the afternoon, in the Cabinet Room, the 
President met first with House Democrats and 
then with House Republicans to discuss home-
land security. Later, he dropped by a meeting 
between National Security Adviser Condoleezza 
Rice and President Rafael Hipolito Mejia 
Dominguez of the Dominican Republic to dis-
cuss trade negotiations. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point Susan Schanlaber and Emily Anne Rich 
Summers as members of the Advisory Council 
on Historic Preservation. 

July 24 
In the morning, the President had a breakfast 

meeting with Speaker of the House of Rep-

resentatives J. Dennis Hastert, Senate Majority 
Leader Tom Daschle, Senate Minority Leader 
Trent Lott, and House Minority Leader Richard 
A. Gephardt to discuss foreign policy issues, in-
cluding events in the Middle East, and the con-
gressional agenda. He then had CIA and FBI 
briefings and met with the National Security 
Council. 

Later in the morning, the President met with 
Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe of Sri 
Lanka to discuss efforts to resolve the civil con-
flict in Sri Lanka and other issues. He then 
met with a group of Cabinet ministers from 
Afghanistan who were in Washington, DC, to 
attend a summit on recovery and reconstruction 
efforts in Afghanistan. 

In the afternoon, the President met with 
American missionary Gracia Burnham and other 
members of the Burnham family to express his 
condolences concerning the death of Gracia’s 
husband, Martin, during the June 7 effort to 
rescue the couple from the Abu Sayyaf terrorist 
group which held them hostage in the Phil-
ippines. 

Later in the afternoon, in the Cabinet Room, 
the President met with Republican Members 
of Congress to discuss homeland security. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Joaquin F. Blaya to be a member of 
the Broadcasting Board of Governors. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Juanita Alicia Vasquez-Gardner to be 
a member of the Board of Trustees of the Harry 
S. Truman Scholarship Foundation. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point Lyle Richard Brown as U.S. Commissioner 
and Presiding Officer of the Upper Colorado 
River Commission representing Colorado, New 
Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point the following individuals as members of 
the National Cancer Advisory Board: 

John Edward Niederhuber (Chairman); 
Marlys Jane Popma; 
Franklyn Grenfel Pendergast; 
Moon Shao-Chuang Chen, Jr.; 
Lydia Ryan; 
Kenneth Harvey Cowan; and 
Jean Bayhi deKernion. 

July 25 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and FBI briefings. Later, in the Dwight D. Ei-
senhower Executive Office Building, he spoke 
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to National Future Farmers of America State 
Presidents Conference participants. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
High Point, NC, where he participated in a 
roundtable discussion on medical liability re-
forms at High Point Regional Hospital. Later, 
he traveled to Greensboro, NC. 

In the evening, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. 

July 26 
In the morning, the President had CIA and 

FBI briefings. 
In the afternoon, in the Dwight D. Eisen-

hower Executive Office Building, the President 
met with American Legion Boys Nation and 
Girls Nation participants. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate James C. Miller III to be a Governor 
on the Board of Governors of the U.S. Postal 
Service. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point David Brady as a member of the National 
Historical Publications and Records Commis-
sion. 

July 27 
In the very early morning, the President had 

telephone conversations with Members of Con-
gress concerning trade promotion authority leg-
islation. 

Later in the morning, the President traveled 
to Andrews Air Force Base, MD, where he 
played a round of golf with Republican House 
Members Michael G. Oxley, Dan Burton, and 
Tom DeLay. 

July 28 
In the afternoon, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with American cyclist Lance 
Armstrong to congratulate him on winning his 
fourth Tour de France earlier in the day. 

July 29 
In the morning, the President had CIA and 

FBI briefings. He then traveled to Charleston, 
SC, where he participated in a roundtable dis-
cussion on welfare reform. Later, he returned 
to Washington, DC. 

July 30 
In the morning, the President had CIA and 

FBI briefings. 
In an afternoon ceremony in the Oval Office, 

the President received diplomatic credentials 

from Ambassadors Levan Mikeladze of the Re-
public of Georgia; George Savvaides of Greece; 
Andrew Mhando Daraja of Tanzania; and Daniel 
Ayalon of Israel. 

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will meet with President Askar Akayev of 
the Kyrgyz Republic at the White House on 
September 23. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate D. Jeffrey Hirschberg to be a member 
of the Broadcasting Board of Governors. 

The President announced his designation of 
Donna M. Erwin as Acting Special Trustee of 
the Office of the Special Trustee for American 
Indians at the Department of the Interior. 

July 31 
In the morning, the President had CIA and 

FBI briefings and then met with the National 
Security Council. 

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the 
President met with former Mayor Rudolph W. 
Giuliani of New York City. Then, in the Cabinet 
Room, he met with a group of Republican Sen-
ators to discuss trade promotion authority legis-
lation. Later, also in the Cabinet Room, he met 
with another group of Republican Senators to 
discuss proposed homeland security legislation. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Nancy P. Jacklin to be U.S. Executive 
Director of the International Monetary Fund. 

August 1 
In the morning, the President had CIA and 

FBI briefings and then met with the Homeland 
Security Council. Later, he dropped by a meet-
ing between National Security Adviser 
Condoleezza Rice and Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres of Israel in the National Security Adviser’s 
office, to discuss the situation in the Middle 
East. 

In the afternoon, the President had a lunch 
meeting with Federal Reserve Board Chairman 
Alan Greenspan and Treasury Secretary Paul 
O’Neill to discuss the national economy. Later, 
in an Oval Office ceremony, the President 
signed H.R. 3487, the Nurse Reinvestment Act. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point Gordon Wadsworth Fassett as a Federal 
Commissioner and Chairman of the Red River 
Compact Commission. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point Charles W. Grim as Interim Director of 
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the Indian Health Service at the Public Health 
Service. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point Erneido Andres Oliva and John Phillip 
Reberger as members of the Board of Gov-
ernors of the United Service Organizations, Inc. 

The President announced his designation of 
the following individuals to represent the United 
States at the inauguration of President Gonzalo 
Sanchez de Lozada of Bolivia on August 6: 

John P. Walters (delegation leader); 
V. Manuel Rocha; 
Mark E. Souder; and 
Adolfo A. Franco. 

The President announced his designation of 
the following individuals to represent the United 
States at the inauguration of President Alvaro 
Uribe of Colombia on August 7: 

Robert B. Zoellick (delegation leader); 
Anne Patterson; 
Mark E. Souder; 
John P. Walters; 
Paula Dobriansky; 
Otto J. Reich; 
Adolfo A. Franco; 
John F. Maisto; and 
Bernard Aronson. 

August 2 
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent met with the U.S. men’s World Cup soccer 
team. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
the Bush family home on Walker’s Point in 
Kennebunkport, ME. 

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent and Mrs. Bush will welcome President 
Jiang Zemin of China and his wife, Wang 
Yeping, to the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX, 
on October 25. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Wayne Abernathy to be Assistant Sec-
retary for Financial Institutions at the Depart-
ment of the Treasury. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Joseph Huggins to be U.S. Ambas-
sador to Botswana. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Ruth Y. Goldway to be a Commis-
sioner of the U.S. Postal Rate Commission. 

August 3 
In the afternoon, the President traveled to 

Prout’s Neck, ME. Later, he returned to 
Kennebunkport. 

August 5 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and FBI briefings. Later, he traveled to Pitts-
burgh, PA, where upon his arrival at Pittsburgh 
International Airport, he met with volunteers 
from the Jumpstart tutoring program. He then 
traveled to Green Tree, PA. At the Green Tree 
Volunteer Fire Department, he met privately 
with nine coal miners rescued from a flooded 
mine in Somerset, PA, on July 28 and members 
of their families. Later, he returned to Pitts-
burgh. 

In the afternoon, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. Later, at the White House, 
he met with the National Security Council. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Maura Ann Harty to be Assistant Sec-
retary of State for Consular Affairs. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point Michael Gibson and Leon Owens as mem-
bers of the Advisory Board on Radiation and 
Worker Health. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point the following individuals as members of 
the Brown v. Board of Education 50th Anniver-
sary Commission: 

Charles Henry Toliver IV; 
Daniel Dale Holt; 
Joseph Armstrong DeLaine, Jr.; 
Lacy Bennett Ward, Jr.; 
Haywood Patrick Swygert; 
Littleton Purnell Mitchell; 
Jesse Milan, Sr.; 
Josephine Angela Robertson; 
Carolyn Nichelle Sawyer; and 
Benjamin William Robertson. 

August 6 
In the morning, the President traveled to Be-

thesda, MD, where he had his annual physical 
examination at the National Naval Medical Cen-
ter. Later, he returned to Washington, DC. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX. While en 
route aboard Air Force One, he had an intel-
ligence briefing. He also had a telephone con-
versation with President Jorge Batlle of Uruguay 
to express support for economic recovery efforts 
in Uruguay. 
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The President announced the recess appoint-
ment of Thomas Dorr as Under Secretary of 
Agriculture for Rural Development. 

The President announced the recess appoint-
ment of Thomas Dorr as a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Commodity Credit 
Corporation. 

The President announced the recess appoint-
ment of Cheryl Halpern as a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting. 

The President announced the recess appoint-
ment of Susanne Marshall as Chairman of the 
Merit Systems Protection Board. 

The President announced the recess appoint-
ment of William Scott Railton as a member 
of the Occupational Safety and Health Review 
Commission. 

The President announced the recess appoint-
ment of Al Casey as a member of the U.S. 
Postal Service Board of Governors. 

The President announced the recess appoint-
ment of Tony Hammond as a member of the 
Postal Rate Commission. 

August 7 
In the morning, the President traveled to 

Jackson, MS. While en route aboard Air Force 
One, he had an intelligence briefing. Upon his 
arrival in Jackson, he met with 18-year-old Star 
Wallin, founder of the Project CARE volunteer 
organization. He then traveled to Madison, MS, 
where he participated in a roundtable discussion 
in the art lab at Madison Central High School 
on the national economy, medical liability, pro-
tecting workers’ pensions, and other issues. 
Later, he returned to Jackson. 

In the afternoon, the President returned to 
the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
the Northern Mariana Islands and ordered Fed-
eral aid to supplement Commonwealth and local 
recovery efforts in the area struck by Typhoon 
Chata’an on July 4–5. 

August 9 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing followed by a videoconference 
with national security advisers. Later, he had 
telephone conversations with economic advisers. 

The President announced his intention to des-
ignate Julie Nixon Eisenhower as Chairman of 
the President’s Commission on White House 
Fellowships. 

The President announced his intention to des-
ignate Vance D. Coffman as Chairman of the 
President’s National Security Telecommuni-
cations Advisory Committee. 

The President announced his intention to des-
ignate F. Duane Ackerman as Vice Chairman 
of the President’s National Security Tele-
communications Advisory Committee. 

August 10 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Waco, TX. 
Later in the morning, he returned to the Bush 
Ranch in Crawford, TX. 

August 12 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing and met with the National Secu-
rity Council. He then met with senior staff to 
discuss domestic issues and the upcoming Presi-
dent’s Economic Forum. 

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will welcome Prime Minister Siim Kallas 
of Estonia to Washington, DC, on September 
4. 

August 13 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Waco, TX. 
In the afternoon, he returned to the Bush 
Ranch in Crawford, TX. 

During the day, the President had a telephone 
conversation with President Vicente Fox of Mex-
ico concerning Javier Suarez Medina, who was 
scheduled to be executed on August 14 by the 
State of Texas for a 1989 murder conviction, 
and President Fox’s upcoming visit to the Bush 
Ranch in Crawford, TX. 

August 14 
In the morning, the President traveled to Mil-

waukee, WI. While en route aboard Air Force 
One, he had an intelligence briefing. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Des Moines, IA, where upon his arrival, he met 
with Bobbi and Kenny McCaughey and their 
family, including 4-year-old septuplets. 

August 15 
In the morning, the President traveled to 

Rapid City, SD. While en route aboard Air 
Force One, he had intelligence and national se-
curity briefings. Upon his arrival in Rapid City, 
he met with Jerome Harvey, assistant fire chief, 
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emergency management coordinator, and emer-
gency services volunteer, Lead, SD. Later, he 
traveled to Mount Rushmore National Memorial 
in Keystone, SD. 

In the afternoon, the President returned to 
the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX. 

August 16 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
The President announced the appointment of 

Keith Hennessey as Deputy Assistant to the 
President for Economic Policy and Deputy Di-
rector of the National Economic Council. 

August 17 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

August 19 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

August 20 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

briefings. 
The President announced his intention to ap-

point the following individuals as members of 
the Board of Trustees of the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts: 

Melvyn J. Estrin; 
George Farias; 
Roy Goodman; 
Alma Johnson Powell; 
Catherine Reynolds; and 
Beatrice Welters. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point the following individuals as members of 
the Advisory Committee on the Arts of the John 
F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts: 

Mary Mochary (Chairman); 
Patricia H. Gerber; 
Chi Ming Lee; 
William Hideo Marumoto; 
Elizabeth McNamee; 
Velma Morrison; 
Mary H. Perdue; 
Harriet Rotter; and 
Alfred Raymond Tye. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point the following individuals as members of 
the Board of Directors of the Rural Telephone 
Bank: 

Clay Davis; 
Christine Toretti; 
Gilbert Gonzalez, Jr.; 
James House; 
Luis Luna; and 
Roberto Salazar. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point the following individuals as members of 
the Oklahoma City National Memorial Trust: 

Luke R. Corbett; 
Patricia Eaton; 
Donald F. Ferrell; 
Gloria Griffin; 
Robert M. Johnson; 
Linda P. Lambert; 
Gary B. Marrs; and 
Richard E. Williams. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point Amanullah Khan and Shinq-Chern Liou 
as members of the President’s Advisory Com-
mission on Asian Americans and Pacific Island-
ers. 

The President announced his intention to des-
ignate Marvin Lee Watts as U.S. Commissioner 
of the Pecos River Commission. 

August 21 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

August 22 
In the morning, the President traveled to 

Ruch, OR. While en route aboard Air Force 
One, he had an intelligence briefing. Later in 
the morning, he traveled to Central Point, OR. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Portland, OR. 

August 23 
In the morning, the President traveled to 

Stockton, CA. In the afternoon, he traveled to 
Santa Ana, CA, and later to Dana Point, CA. 

The President announced his appointment of 
David M. Childs as a member of the Commis-
sion of Fine Arts. 

The President announced his appointment of 
Rudy Boschwitz as a member of the U.S. Holo-
caust Memorial Council. 

August 24 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. He then traveled to Westwood, 
CA, and later to Las Cruces, NM. 
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In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX. 

August 26 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
During the day, the President had a telephone 

conversation with Crown Prince Abdullah of 
Saudi Arabia to discuss Saudi-U.S. relations and 
peace efforts in the Middle East. 

August 27 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. He then met with Ambassador 
to the U.S. Prince Bandar of Saudi Arabia to 
discuss peace efforts in the Middle East, co-
operation against terrorism, child custody cases 
in Saudi Arabia dealing with American citizens, 
and reconstruction efforts in Afghanistan. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. Bush 
had lunch with the Ambassador and members 
of the Ambassador’s family. Later, the President 
took the Ambassador and his wife, Princess 
Haifa Bint Faisal, on a tour of the ranch. 

The President announced his appointment of 
Dee Hansen as U.S. Commissioner and Chair-
man of the Bear River Commission for Idaho, 
Utah, and Wyoming. 

The President announced his intention to des-
ignate W. Scott Railton as Chairman of the Oc-
cupational Safety and Health Review Commis-
sion. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point the following individuals as members of 
the Community Development Advisory Board: 

William Bynum; 
Mark Pinsky; 
Robert Gauthier; 
Richard Jaramillo; 
John Rigler II; 
Debra Schwartz; 
Pablo Wong; and 
Carolyn Williams. 

August 28 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

briefings. 
During the day, the President had a telephone 

conversation with Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi of Japan to discuss the Prime Minister’s 
efforts to resolve conflicts between North and 
South Korea, and other issues concerning North 
Korea. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point the following individuals as members of 
the Commission for the Preservation of Amer-
ica’s Heritage Abroad: 

Steven Some; 
Warren Lloyd Miller (Chairman); 
Ned Bandler; 
Chaskel Besser; 
Phyllis Kaminsky; 
Michael B. Levy; 
Lee Seeman; 
Amy S. Epstein; and 
Irving Stolberg. 

August 29 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

briefings. Later, he traveled to Oklahoma City, 
OK, where upon his arrival, he met with Her-
bert Rettke, a volunteer at the Oklahoma City 
Veterans Administration Medical Center. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Little Rock, AR, where he participated in a 
roundtable discussion on education at Parkview 
Arts and Science Magnet High School. 

In the evening, the President returned to the 
Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX. 

The President made additional disaster assist-
ance available to Guam by authorizing an in-
crease in Federal funding for the recovery from 
Typhoon Chata’an that struck the area on July 
5–6. 

August 30 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

August 31 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

September 1 
In the morning, the President returned to 

Washington, DC. 

September 2 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
In the afternoon, the President traveled to 

Neville Island, PA, where he toured a United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners training 
center. Later, he returned to Washington, DC. 
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September 3 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

briefings. Later, he participated in an interview 
with CBS. 

In the afternoon, the President had lunch 
with Vice President Dick Cheney. Later, he met 
with Republican Senate leaders to discuss pro-
posed homeland security legislation. 

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will meet with Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien of Canada in Detroit, MI, on Sep-
tember 9 to discuss border issues and coopera-
tion against terrorism, and other bilateral and 
international issues. 

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will welcome President Alvaro Uribe of 
Colombia to the White House for a meeting 
and working lunch on September 25. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Dale Cabaniss to be a member of 
the Federal Labor Relations Authority and, 
upon confirmation, to designate him as Chair-
man. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Scott W. Muller to be General Coun-
sel of the Central Intelligence Agency. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Grover Joseph Rees to be Ambassador 
to East Timor. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Rafael Cuellar and Michael Scott to 
be members of the Board of Directors of the 
National Consumer Cooperative Bank. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Harold Damelin to be Inspector Gen-
eral of the Small Business Administration. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Linda M. Springer to be Controller 
of the Office of Federal Financial Management 
in the Office of Management and Budget. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate John F. Keane to be Ambassador to 
Paraguay. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Philip N. Hogen to be Chairman of 
the National Indian Gaming Commission. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Allen I. Olson and Irene B. Brooks 
to be Commissioners of the International Joint 
Commission—United States and Canada. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate the following individuals to be mem-
bers of the National Museum Services Board: 

Judith Ann Rapanos (Chairperson); 
Edwin Joseph Rigaud; 
Margaret Scarlett; 
Thomas E. Lorentzen; 
Peter Marzio; 
Nancy S. Dwight; 
Maria Mercedes Guillemard; 
Peter Hero; 
Terry L. Maple; 
David Donath; 
A. Wilson Greene; 
Elizabeth J. Pruet; 
Harry Robinson, Jr.; and 
Beth Walkup. 

September 4 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he met with Republican 
and Democrat Senators to discuss proposed 
homeland security legislation. 

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the 
President met with Prime Minister Siim Kallas 
of Estonia. 

In the evening, the President attended a gath-
ering at the home of Defense Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld with military commanders and their 
spouses. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Francis X. Taylor to be Assistant Sec-
retary of State for Diplomatic Security and Di-
rector of the Office of Foreign Missions, with 
the rank of Ambassador. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point the following individuals as members of 
the President’s Committee on Mental Retarda-
tion: 

Madeleine Will (Chair); 
Claudia Coleman; 
Brenda Leath; 
William Lori; 
Lon Solomon; 
Karen Staley; 
James Brett; 
Kenneth Lohff; 
Vijayalakshmi Appareddy; 
Edward Mambruno; 
Nancy Blanchard; 
Mary Christine Bruene; 
Kathleen Hargett; 
Alvaro Marin; 
Kim Porter-Hoppe; 
Gene Stallings, Jr.; 
Olivia Colvin; 
Annette Talis; and 
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Windy Smith. 

The President announced his designation of 
S. Eric Benson as Acting Under Secretary for 
Memorial Affairs at the Department of Veterans 
Affairs. 

September 5 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Louisville, 
KY, where upon his arrival at Louisville Inter-
national Airport, he met with players and coach-
es from the 2002 Little League World Series 
champion Valley Sports American team. Later, 
in Broadbent Arena at the Kentucky Fair and 
Exposition Center, he participated in a round-
table discussion with small-business leaders. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
South Bend, IN. In the evening, he returned 
to Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Anne B. Pope to be Federal Co-Chair 
of the Appalachian Regional Commission. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Richard J. Peltz to be Alternate Fed-
eral Co-Chair of the Appalachian Regional Com-
mission. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate David N. Greenlee to be Ambassador 
to Bolivia. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Robin Renee Sanders to be Ambas-
sador to the Republic of the Congo. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point William Brody as a member of the Presi-
dent’s Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board. 

September 6 
In the morning, the President had separate 

telephone conversations with President Jacques 
Chirac of France, President Vladimir Putin of 
Russia, and President Jiang Zemin of China to 
discuss the situation in Iraq. He then met with 
the National Security Council and had intel-
ligence briefings. 

In the afternoon, in the Roosevelt Room, the 
President met with interfaith leaders as part of 
the National Days of Prayer and Remembrance 
observance. Later, he went to Camp David, 
MD. 

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will meet with Prime Minister Jose Manuel 
Durao Barroso of Portugal on September 10. 

September 7 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

September 8 
During the day, the President returned to 

Washington, DC. 

September 9 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and FBI briefings. Later, he had a telephone 
conversation with President Ahmet Necdet 
Sezer of Turkey concerning the situation in Iraq. 

Later in the morning, the President traveled 
to Detroit, MI. While en route aboard Air Force 
One, he had separate telephone conversations 
with Prime Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen 
of Denmark, in his capacity as President of the 
European Union, United Nations Secretary-
General Kofi Annan, NATO Secretary General 
Lord Robertson, and Crown Prince Abdullah of 
Saudi Arabia concerning the situation in Iraq. 

At the Cobo Conference and Exhibition Cen-
ter, the President met with Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien of Canada. He then toured the U.S. 
Customs cargo inspection facility next to the 
Ambassador Bridge. 

In the afternoon, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. While en route aboard Air 
Force One, he had a telephone conversation 
with President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt con-
cerning the situation in Iraq. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. Bush 
attended the Concert for America at the John 
F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. 

September 10 
In the morning, the President met with the 

National Security Council and had intelligence 
and FBI briefings. He then had separate tele-
phone conversations with President Jose Maria 
Aznar of Spain and President Alvaro Uribe of 
Colombia concerning the situation in Iraq. 

Later in the morning, the President dropped 
by a briefing for the leadership of the American 
Association of Christian Schools in Room 450 
of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Office 
Building. 

In the afternoon, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President Vicente Fox 
of Mexico concerning the situation in Iraq. 
Later, at the Embassy of Afghanistan, he partici-
pated in a roundtable discussion with Arab and 
Muslim American leaders. 
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The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will welcome Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi of Italy to Camp David, MD, on 
September 14. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate James M. Stephens to be a member 
of the Occupational Safety and Health Review 
Commission. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
North Dakota and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by severe storms, flooding, and tor-
nadoes on June 8–August 11. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Wisconsin and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the area 
struck by severe storms, tornadoes, and flooding 
on September 2. 

September 11 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Then, he and Mrs. Bush par-
ticipated in a private prayer and remembrance 
service at St. John’s Episcopal Church. Later, 
on the South Lawn of the White House, they 
participated in a moment of silence to mark 
the anniversary of the terrorist attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001. They then traveled to Arling-
ton, VA, where they participated in an observ-
ance at the Pentagon commemorating the ter-
rorist attacks. Following the observance, they 
traveled to Shanksville, PA. 

In the afternoon, at the site of the September 
11, 2001, plane crash in Shanksville, the Presi-
dent and Mrs. Bush participated in a wreath 
laying ceremony for victims of the crash. 

Later in the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to New York City, where they 
participated in a wreath laying ceremony at the 
site of the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks 
on the World Trade Center. 

September 12 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, at the United Nations 
Headquarters, he had separate meetings with 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan and General As-
sembly President Jan Kavan of the United Na-
tions. 

In the afternoon, at the U.S. Mission to the 
United Nations, the President met with Prime 
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee of India. Later 
in the afternoon, at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, 
he had separate meetings with President Pervez 

Musharraf of Pakistan and Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan. 

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will welcome President Xanana Gusmao 
of East Timor to the White House on October 
2. 

September 13 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, at the Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel, he met with President Joseph Kabila of 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Presi-
dent Paul Kagame of Rwanda, and President 
Thabo Mbeki of South Africa. Later in the 
morning, he returned to Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Peter DeShazo for the rank of Ambas-
sador during his service as Deputy Permanent 
U.S. Representative to the Permanent Mission 
to the Organization of American States and U.S. 
Representative to the Inter-American Council 
for Integral Development. 

The President announced his intention to des-
ignate David Barrett Cohen as U.S. Special Rep-
resentative to the Northern Mariana Islands. 

The President announced his intention to des-
ignate Thomas G. Bowman as Acting Assistant 
Secretary for Public and Intergovernmental Af-
fairs at the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

September 14 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. He and Mrs. Bush then went 
to Camp David, MD. 

September 15 
In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. Bush 

returned to Washington, DC. 

September 16 
In the morning, the President had a telephone 

conversation with President Megawati 
Sukarnoputri of Indonesia to discuss the situa-
tion in Iraq. He then had an intelligence brief-
ing. 

Later in the morning, the President traveled 
to Davenport, IA, where upon his arrival at 
Quad City International Airport, he met with 
volunteer Dean Claussen. Later, he toured fa-
cilities at the Sears Manufacturing Co. 

In the afternoon, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. Later, in the Roosevelt Room 
at the White House, he received former Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt’s Medal of Honor 
from members of the Roosevelt family, to join 
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President Roosevelt’s Nobel Peace Prize on dis-
play in the room. 

September 17 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Nashville, 
TN. 

In the afternoon, at East Literature Magnet 
School in Nashville, the President participated 
in a Pledge Across America recitation of the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Later, he returned to 
Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Rickey Dale James and Nicholas Au-
gustus Prahl to be Commissioners of the Mis-
sissippi River Commission. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Arthur James Collingsworth to be a 
member of the National Security Education 
Board. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate John L. Morrison to be a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Overseas Pri-
vate Investment Corporation. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate John Portman Higgins to be Inspector 
General of the Department of Education. 

September 18 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and FBI briefings and met with the National 
Security Council. 

In the afternoon, in the Roosevelt Room, the 
President met with members of the President’s 
Board of Advisors on Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities. Later, in the Cabinet Room, 
he met with Senate Democrats to discuss pro-
posed legislation to create a Department of 
Homeland Security. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. Bush 
had dinner at the White House with President 
Vaclav Havel of the Czech Republic and his 
wife, Olga Havlova. 

The President announced his appointment of 
the following individuals as members of the Na-
tional Infrastructure Advisory Council: 

Richard K. Davidson (Chairman); 
Alfred R. Berkeley III; 
Martin G. McGuinn; 
Richard M. Kovacevich; 
L. George Martinez; 
Charles O. Holliday, Jr.; 
Margaret Grayson; 
John W. Thompson; 

Thomas E. Noonan; 
George H. Conrades; 
Craig R. Barrett; 
Enrique Hernandez, Jr.; 
Maynard G. Webb; 
Erle Nye; 
Marilyn Ware; 
Archie W. Dunham; 
Donald John Carty; 
Thomas H. Weidemeyer; 
Linwood H. Rose; 
William F. Owens; 
Jorge Santini; 
Raymond W. Kelly; 
Gilbert G. Gallegos; and 
Karen Katen. 

September 19 
In the morning, the President had a telephone 

conversation with President Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo of the Philippines to discuss the situation 
in Iraq and cooperation against terrorism. He 
then had a telephone conversation with Prime 
Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan to discuss 
the Prime Minister’s visit to North Korea and 
the situation in Iraq. 

Later in the morning, the President had intel-
ligence and FBI briefings. Then, in the Cabinet 
Room, he met with a bipartisan group of House 
members working to pass a resolution con-
cerning the situation in Iraq. 

In the afternoon, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President Aleksander 
Kwasniewski of Poland to discuss the upcoming 
NATO summit and the situation in Iraq. 

September 20 
In the morning, the President had separate 

telephone conversations with Prime Minister Jan 
Peter Balkenende of the Netherlands and Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin of Russia to discuss the 
situation in Iraq. He then had an intelligence 
briefing. Later, in the Roosevelt Room, he met 
with a group of Republican Governors. 

Later in the morning, in the Oval Office, the 
President met with Minister of Defense Sergey 
Borisovich Ivanov and Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Igor Sergeyevich Ivanov of Russia to dis-
cuss the implementation of the Moscow Treaty 
on strategic offensive reductions. He then met 
with Senators Phil Gramm and Zell Miller to 
discuss proposed homeland security legislation. 

In the afternoon, the President went to Camp 
David, MD. 
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September 21 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

September 22 
In the afternoon, the President returned to 

Washington, DC. Later, he hosted a tee-ball 
game on the South Lawn of the White House. 

September 23 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Trenton, 
NJ. 

In the afternoon, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. Later, in the Oval Office, he 
met with President Askar Akayev of Kyrgyzstan. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point Robin Jennison as U.S. Representative and 
Chairman of the Arkansas River Compact Ad-
ministration (Colorado and Kansas). 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point George Butvilas and Richard Ochsner as 
members of the National Veterans Business De-
velopment Corporation. 

September 24 
In the morning, the President had CIA and 

FBI briefings. Later, in an Oval Office cere-
mony, he signed H.R. 3917, the Flight 93 Na-
tional Memorial Act. 

In the afternoon, in the Roosevelt Room, the 
President participated in a meeting with Na-
tional Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice and 
a group of women government officials from 
Afghanistan who were in Washington, DC, to 
attend a U.S.-Afghan Women’s Council training 
program. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point Zoraida Fonalledas as a member of the 
President’s Committee on Mental Retardation. 

September 25 
In the morning, the President had a telephone 

conversation with President Kim Dae-jung of 
South Korea to discuss security issues between 
North and South Korea and the situation in 
Iraq. Later, he had intelligence and FBI brief-
ings and then met with the National Security 
Council. 

Later in the morning, the President met with 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 
Tommy G. Thompson and Mark B. McClellan, 
nominee to be Commissioner of the Food and 
Drug Administration. 

In the afternoon, the President met with 
Members of Congress to discuss energy legisla-

tion. Later, in an Oval Office ceremony, he re-
ceived diplomatic credentials from Ambassadors 
Karim Tawfiq Kawar of Jordan, Franciskus van 
Daele of Belgium, Alpha Oumar Rafiou Barry 
of Guinea, Essa Bokarr Sey of Gambia, Ashraf 
Jehangir Qazi of Pakistan, Hugo Guiliani Cury 
of the Dominican Republic, Noel Fahey of Ire-
land, and Andras Simonyi of Hungary. 

Later in the afternoon, in the Oval Office, 
the President met with members of the Boys 
and Girls Club of America Youth of the Year 
finalists. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Mark B. McClellan to be Commis-
sioner of the Food and Drug Administration. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Indiana and ordered Federal aid to supplement 
State and local recovery efforts in the area 
struck by severe storms and tornadoes on Sep-
tember 20. 

September 26 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

briefings. He then met with the board of direc-
tors of the Newspaper Association of America. 

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the 
President participated in a swearing-in ceremony 
for Lex Frieden as Chairman of the National 
Council on Disability. 

Later in the afternoon, the President traveled 
to Houston, TX, and in the evening, he traveled 
to the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Texas and ordered Federal aid to supplement 
State and local recovery efforts in the area 
struck by Tropical Storm Fay on September 6 
and continuing. 

September 27 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

briefings. Later, he traveled to Denver, CO. 
While en route aboard Air Force One, he had 
a telephone conversation with President Jacques 
Chirac of France to express appreciation for 
French assistance in rescuing American students 
in Cote d’Ivoire and to discuss the status of 
a United Nations resolution concerning Iraq. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Flagstaff and Phoenix, AZ. In the evening, he 
returned to the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point Alec Poitevint as Federal Commissioner 
of the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint River 
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Basin Compact Commission and Alternate Fed-
eral Commissioner of the Alabama-Coosa-
Tallapoosa Basin Compact Commission. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point Drayton Nabers as Federal Commissioner 
of the Alabama-Coosa-Tallapoosa Basin Compact 
Commission and Alternate Federal Commis-
sioner of the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint 
River Basin Compact Commission. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Louisiana and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the area 
struck by Tropical Storm Isidore beginning on 
September 21 and continuing. 

September 28 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

September 30 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
In the afternoon, the President returned to 

Washington, DC, where he had a series of pol-
icy briefings focused on the domestic agenda. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Philip Merrill to be President of the 
Export-Import Bank of the United States. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point Fidel Alfonso Vargas as a member of the 
Commission on Presidential Scholars. 

October 1 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and FBI briefings. 
In the afternoon, in the Cabinet Room, the 

President met with a bipartisan group of House 
Members to discuss the proposed joint resolu-
tion to authorize the use of force against Iraq. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Mississippi and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the area 
struck by Tropical Storm Isidore on September 
23 and continuing. 

October 2 
In the morning, the President had a breakfast 

meeting with Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives J. Dennis Hastert, Senate Majority 
Leader Tom Daschle, Senate Minority Leader 
Trent Lott, and House Minority Leader Richard 
A. Gephardt. He then had an intelligence brief-
ing. Later, he had a telephone conversation with 
President Abdoulaye Wade of Senegal to express 
his condolences concerning the September 26 

ferryboat sinking near Senegal and to discuss 
the situation in Cote d’Ivoire. 

Later in the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush went to the Ronald Reagan Building and 
International Trade Center, where they partici-
pated in a roundtable discussion as part of the 
White House Conference on Missing, Exploited, 
and Runaway Children. In the afternoon, they 
returned to the White House. 

Later in the afternoon, the President dropped 
by a reception for the Hispanic Scholarship 
Fund in the State Dining Room. 

In the late afternoon, the President traveled 
to Baltimore, MD, and in the evening he re-
turned to Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Steven B. Nesmith to be Assistant 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
for Congressional and Intergovernmental Rela-
tions. 

October 3 
In the morning, the President had a telephone 

conversation with Prime Minister Mikulas 
Dzurinda of Slovakia to congratulate him on his 
electoral victory. Later, he had intelligence and 
FBI briefings. 

In the afternoon, the President had lunch 
with Vice President Dick Cheney. Later, he 
dripped by a reception for the LULAC National 
Board of Directors in the Blue Room. 

In the evening, in the State Dining Room, 
the President welcomed Blair House Gala par-
ticipants. 

October 4 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and FBI briefings. Later, he and Mrs. Bush 
traveled to Boston, MA. In the afternoon, they 
traveled to the Bush family home on Walker’s 
Point in Kennebunkport, ME. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Robert J. Battista to be a member 
of the National Labor Relations Board and, 
upon confirmation, to designate him as Chair-
man. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Wilma B. Liebman to be a member 
of the National Labor Relations Board. 

The President announced his appointment of 
Timothy Alan Campen as Director of the Office 
of Administration. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point Thomas C. Dorr as a member of the 
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Board of Directors of the Rural Telephone 
Bank. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Louisiana and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the area 
struck by Hurricane Lili beginning October 1 
and continuing. 

October 5 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Man-
chester, NH. In the afternoon, he returned to 
Kennebunkport, ME. 

October 6 
In the morning, the President and Mrs. Bush 

returned to Washington, DC. 

October 7 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. In the afternoon, he traveled 
to Cincinnati, OH. In the evening, he returned 
to Washington, DC. 

The President announced his appointment of 
William Brock, Dennis Nolan, and Patrick 
Hardin as members of the Board of Inquiry 
to report on the labor disputes affecting Pacific 
coast ports. 

October 8 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

briefings. Later, he traveled to Alcoa, TN, and 
then to Knoxville, TN. 

In the afternoon, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. 

In the evening, the President attended the 
Republican National Committee’s Eagles fall na-
tional meeting at the Willard Inter-Continental 
Hotel. Later, he returned to the White House. 

October 9 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and FBI briefings and then met with the Na-
tional Security Council. 

In the afternoon, the President dropped by 
a lunch hosted by Mrs. Bush for Queen Sirikit 
of Thailand. Later, he met with Republican 
members of the Senate Judiciary Committee to 
discuss developments related to the nomination 
of Dennis W. Shedd to be U.S. Circuit Judge 
for the Fourth Circuit. 

During the day, the President had a telephone 
conversation with President Jacques Chirac of 
France. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Adm. James M. Loy to be Under Sec-
retary of Transportation for Security. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate J. Cofer Black to be Coordinator for 
Counterterrorism at the Department of State, 
with the rank of Ambassador at Large. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate the following individuals to be mem-
bers of the National Council on the Humanities: 

Jewel Spears Brooker; 
Dario Fernandez-Morera; 
Elizabeth Fox-Genovese; 
David Hertz; 
Stephen McNight; 
Sidney McPhee; 
Lawrence Okamura; 
Marguerite Sullivan; and 
Stephan Thernstrom. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point the following individuals as members of 
the J. William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship 
Board: 

Richard Halleck Brodhead; 
Rita DiMartino; 
Ronald Spogli; and 
Robert Leon Woodson, Sr. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Alabama and ordered Federal aid to supplement 
State and local recovery efforts in the area 
struck by Tropical Storm Isidore beginning on 
September 23 and continuing through October 
1. 

October 10 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and FBI briefings. Later in the morning, he 
traveled to Clinton, MD, where he attended 
the funeral service for Harold Hancock, former 
White House doorman. 

In the afternoon, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. He then had lunch with Vice 
President Dick Cheney. 

October 11 
In the morning, the President had a telephone 

conversation with former President Jimmy 
Carter to congratulate him on winning the 
Nobel Peace Prize. Later, he had intelligence 
and FBI briefings. 

During the day, the President met with a 
group of State legislators. Later, he met with 
members of Americans for Tax Reform. 
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In the evening, the President and Mrs. Bush 
participated in a National Book Festival gala 
and dinner at the Library of Congress. Later, 
they returned to the White House. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Feliciano Foyo to be a member of 
the Advisory Board for Cuba Broadcasting. 

October 12 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

October 13 
In the evening, the President had a telephone 

conversation with Prime Minister John Howard 
of Australia to express his condolences con-
cerning the October 12 terrorist attack in Bali. 

October 14 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and FBI briefings. He also had a telephone con-
versation with Prime Minister Tony Blair of the 
United Kingdom to discuss the situation in 
Northern Ireland and cooperation against ter-
rorism. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Waterford, MI, where upon his arrival at Oak-
land County International Airport, he met with 
volunteer Lenwood Compton, Jr. Later, he trav-
eled to Dearborn, MI, where he attended a 
Michigan Victory 2002 reception at the Ritz-
Carlton Hotel. 

In the evening, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. 

October 15 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and FBI briefings and then met with the Na-
tional Security Council. 

October 16 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
The President announced his intention to 

nominate Mary Carlin Yates to be Ambassador 
to Ghana. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Blanquita Walsh Cullum to be a mem-
ber of the Broadcasting Board of Governors. 

October 17 
In the morning, the President had a telephone 

conversation with President Megawati 
Sukarnoputri of Indonesia to express his condo-
lences concerning the October 12 terrorist attack 

in Bali. He then had intelligence and FBI brief-
ings. 

Later in the morning, the President traveled 
to Atlanta, GA, where upon his arrival at 
Hartsfield Atlanta International Airport, he met 
with volunteer Jill Sieder, founder and coordi-
nator of the East Atlanta Kids Club. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
New Smyrna Beach, FL, where he participated 
in a roundtable discussion on education at Read-
Pattillo Elementary School. Later, he traveled 
to Daytona Beach, FL, where he attended a 
Florida Victory 2002 reception at a private resi-
dence. 

In the evening, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. 

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will welcome President Gonzalo Sanchez 
de Lozada of Bolivia to the White House on 
November 14. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate the following individuals to be mem-
bers of the National Science Board, National 
Science Foundation: 

Ray M. Bowen; 
Jo Anne Vasquez; 
Steven C. Beering; 
Barry C. Barish; 
Daniel E. Hastings; 
Kenneth M. Ford; 
Delores M. Etter; and 
Douglas D. Randall. 

October 18 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Spring-
field, MO, and then to Rochester, MN. In the 
afternoon, he traveled to Camp David, MD. 

October 19 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

October 20 
In the afternoon, the President returned to 

Washington, DC. 

October 21 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and FBI briefings and later met with the Na-
tional Security Council. 

In the evening, the President traveled to 
McLean, VA, where he attended a Republican 
National Committee dinner at a private resi-
dence. He then returned to Washington, DC. 
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October 22 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and FBI briefings. Later, he traveled to 
Downingtown, PA. In the afternoon, he traveled 
to Bangor, ME, and later returned to Wash-
ington, DC. 

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will welcome Prime Minister Peter 
Medgyessy of Hungary to Washington, DC, on 
November 8 to discuss cooperation against ter-
rorism, the upcoming NATO summit in Prague, 
and other issues. 

October 23 
In the morning, the President had a telephone 

conversation with President Ahmet Necdet 
Sezer of Turkey concerning the Turkey-U.S. 
strategic partnership, cooperation on Iraq, and 
other issues. He then had intelligence and FBI 
briefings and met with the National Security 
Council. 

In the afternoon, the President had lunch 
with Vice President Dick Cheney. Later, in the 
Roosevelt Room, he participated in a roundtable 
discussion with Federal, State, and local law en-
forcement officials on online safety for children. 

During the day, the President had a telephone 
conversation with Prime Minister Tony Blair of 
the United Kingdom to discuss the situation in 
Iraq. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Dana Gioia to be Chairman of the 
National Endowment for the Arts. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point Dennis Algiere as a member of the Advi-
sory Committee on the Arts, John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts. 

October 24 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and FBI briefings. He also had a telephone con-
versation with President Vladimir Putin of Rus-
sia to discuss his support for Russia concerning 
the terrorist takeover and hostage situation at 
a Moscow theater. 

Later in the morning, the President traveled 
to Charlotte, NC, and then to Columbia, SC. 
In the afternoon, he traveled to Auburn, AL. 

Later in the afternoon, the President traveled 
to the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX. While en 
route aboard Marine One, he had a telephone 
conversation with Montgomery County, MD, 
Police Chief Charles Moose to congratulate him 
and other law enforcement officials on the ap-

prehension of suspects in the Washington, DC, 
area sniper attacks. 

October 25 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he and Mrs. Bush wel-
comed President Jiang Zemin of China and his 
wife, Wang Yeping, to the Bush Ranch. 

In the afternoon, the two Presidents toured 
the ranch. Later, the President and Mrs. Bush 
had lunch with President Jiang and his wife. 

October 26 
In the morning, the President and Mrs. Bush 

traveled to Los Cabos, Mexico, where the Presi-
dent began his participation in the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum at the 
Las Ventanas al Paraiso Hotel. 

Later in the morning, at the Westin Regina 
hotel, the President met with Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan and President Kim 
Dae-jung of South Korea concerning the situa-
tion in North Korea. 

In the afternoon, at the Fiesta Americana 
Grand Hotel, the President participated in 
APEC leaders’ meetings, a photo opportunity, 
and a meeting of the APEC Business Advisory 
Council. He then met with President Megawati 
Sukarnoputri of Indonesia concerning the Octo-
ber 12 terrorist attack in Bali and cooperation 
against terrorism. Later, he participated in a 
meeting with Association of Southeast Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN) leaders. 

In the evening, at the Fiesta Americana 
Grand Hotel, the President and Mrs. Bush at-
tended a dinner for APEC forum participants 
hosted by President Vicente Fox of Mexico. 

October 27 
In the morning, at the Westin Regina hotel, 

the President and Mrs. Bush greeted U.S. Em-
bassy personnel. 

Later in the morning, at the Las Ventanas 
al Paraiso Hotel, the President participated in 
APEC leaders’ meetings and then a photo op-
portunity. In the afternoon, he participated in 
the reading of the APEC Leaders’ Declaration 
and then a lunch for APEC forum participants. 

Later in the afternoon, the President traveled 
to Phoenix, AZ. 

October 28 
In the morning, the President traveled to 

Alamogordo, NM. Upon his arrival at Holloman 

2238 



e Aug 04 2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 01087 Fmt 1238 Sfmt 1238 E:\HR\OC\193761.026 193761

Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Appendix A 

Air Force Base, he met with 91-year-old Free-
dom Corps volunteer Ruth Berg. 

Later in the morning, the President traveled 
to Denver, CO. While en route aboard Air 
Force One, he had a telephone conversation 
with President-elect Luiz Inacio Lula Da Silva 
of Brazil, to congratulate him on his October 
27 electoral victory. He also had telephone con-
versations with Bill Stoneman, vice president 
and general manager, Anaheim Angels Major 
League Baseball team, and Jackie Autry, widow 
of former Angels’ owner Gene Autry, to con-
gratulate them on their team’s October 27 
World Series victory. He also had a telephone 
conversation with Dallas Cowboys running back 
Emmitt Smith, to congratulate him for breaking 
the National Football League’s total yardage 
rushing record on October 27. 

In the afternoon, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. 

October 29 
In the morning, the President had a telephone 

conversation with President Hosni Mubarak of 
Egypt to discuss the situations in the Middle 
East and Iraq. He then had intelligence and 
FBI briefings and met with the National Secu-
rity Council. 

October 30 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and FBI briefings. He then met with Hans Blix, 
Executive Chairman, United Nations Monitoring 
Verification and Inspections Commission 
(UNMOVIC), and Mohamed ElBaradei, Direc-
tor-General, International Atomic Energy Agen-
cy (IAEA), to discuss plans for implementation 
of a proposed UN Security Council resolution 
concerning weapons inspections in Iraq. 

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the 
President met with selected journalists partici-
pating in Radio Day events at the White House. 

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will welcome His Majesty Sultan Haji 
Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei to Washington, DC, 
on December 16 to discuss bilateral relations, 
including counterterrorism efforts and trade. 

October 31 
In the morning, the President traveled to Ab-

erdeen, SD. While en route aboard Air Force 
One, he had an intelligence briefing. Upon his 
arrival, he met with volunteer Clayton Crawford. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
South Bend, IN, where upon his arrival, he met 

with volunteer Richard McCloskey. Later, he 
traveled to Charleston, WV, where upon his ar-
rival, he met with volunteer John Wells, Jr. In 
the evening, he returned to Washington, DC. 

November 1 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. He then traveled to Harrisburg, 
PA, where he met with volunteer Nancy Fierer, 
founder, Susquehanna Service Dogs Program, 
which provides service dogs to children and 
adults with disabilities. He then traveled to 
Portsmouth, NH, where he met with 
Americorps VISTA volunteer Zack Dietrich. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Louisville, KY, where he met with volunteer Ray 
Probus of the Jefferson County Police Depart-
ment’s Volunteers in Police Service program. In 
the evening, he returned to Washington, DC. 

November 2 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. He then traveled to Blountville, 
TN, and later to Atlanta, GA. In the afternoon, 
he traveled to Savannah, GA, and later to 
Tampa, FL. 

November 3 
In the morning, the President traveled to 

Springfield, IL. In the afternoon, he traveled 
to St. Paul, MN, and then to Sioux Falls, SD, 
where he was joined by Mrs. Bush. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. Bush 
traveled to Cedar Rapids, IA. 

November 4 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

briefings. He also had a telephone conversation 
with President Vicente Fox of Mexico to discuss 
the proposed United Nations Security Council 
resolution on Iraq. 

Later in the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to St. Louis, MO. In the after-
noon, they traveled to Bentonville, AR, and then 
to Dallas, TX. In the evening, they traveled to 
the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX. 

November 5 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he and Mrs. Bush re-
turned to Washington, DC. 

In the early evening, in the White House 
Residence, the President and Mrs. Bush had 
dinner and watched election returns with Re-
publican leaders, including Speaker of the 
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House of Representatives J. Dennis Hastert, 
Senate Minority Leader Trent Lott, Representa-
tive Tom Davis of Virginia, Senator Bill Frist 
of Tennessee, and Republican National Com-
mittee chairman Marc Racicot, and their 
spouses. 

Throughout the evening, the President contin-
ued watching election returns with members of 
his senior staff. He also had telephone conversa-
tions with Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida, to con-
gratulate him on his projected reelection, and 
with other candidates involved in the day’s elec-
tions. After midnight, he had telephone con-
versations with Vice President Dick Cheney and 
Senior Advisor to the President Karl Rove. 

November 6 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. He then had telephone con-
versations with candidates involved in the pre-
vious day’s elections, including Democratic Sen-
ator-elect Mark Pryor of Arkansas. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Texas and ordered Federal aid to supplement 
State and local recovery efforts in the area 
struck by severe storms, tornadoes, and flooding 
on October 24 and continuing. 

November 7 
In the morning, the President had a telephone 

conversation with President Vladimir Putin of 
Russia to discuss the proposed U.N. Security 
Council resolution on Iraq. He then had an 
intelligence briefing. Later in the morning, he 
met with Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld 
and other members of the National Security 
Council. 

In the afternoon, the President had lunch 
with Vice President Dick Cheney. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Karen Johnson to be Assistant Sec-
retary of Education for Legislation and Congres-
sional Affairs. 

November 8 
In the morning, the President had separate 

telephone conversations with Prime Minister 
Jean Chretien of Canada and Prime Minister 
John Howard of Australia to discuss the pro-
posed U.N. Security Council resolution on Iraq, 
and other bilateral issues. He then had intel-
ligence briefings. Later in the morning, he had 
a telephone conversation with Chancellor 
Gerhard Schroeder of Germany. 

In the afternoon, the President had lunch 
with Speaker of the House of Representatives 
J. Dennis Hastert and Senate Minority Leader 
Trent Lott to discuss the legislative agenda. 
Later, he met with Prime Minister Peter 
Medgyessy of Hungary. He then went to Camp 
David, MD. 

The President announced his intention to des-
ignate Cornelius Williams Ruth to be U.S. Rep-
resentative and Chairman of the Rio Grande 
Compact Commission for Colorado, New Mex-
ico, and Texas. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point Frank E. Fowler II and Margaret Robson 
as members of the President’s Committee on 
the Arts and the Humanities. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point Mary Elizabeth Child and Torrey Westrom 
as members of the Ticket to Work and Work 
Incentives Advisory Panel. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point Andrew Ly Thanh Buhr as a member of 
the Commission on Presidential Scholars. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point the following individuals as members of 
the Board of Trustees of the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts: 

Thomas C. Foley; 
Brenda LaGrange Johnson; 
James A. Johnson; and 
Marlene A. Malek. 

November 9 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

November 10 
In the afternoon, the President returned to 

Washington, DC. 

November 11 
In the morning, the President visited the Viet-

nam Veterans Memorial on The Mall. He then 
returned to the White House, where he had 
an intelligence briefing. 

Later in the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Arlington, VA, where they par-
ticipated in a Veterans Day wreath-laying cere-
mony at Arlington National Cemetery. In the 
afternoon, they returned to Washington, DC. 

November 12 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and national security briefings. 
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In the afternoon, the President met with Re-
publican House and Senate leaders to discuss 
the legislative agenda. He then met with the 
Board of Directors of the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce to discuss efforts to strengthen the 
economy and the legislative agenda. Later, in 
the Oval Office, he met with newly appointed 
interim Senator Dean Barkley of Minnesota. He 
then attended a reception for newly elected 
Members of Congress. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Elizabeth Hoffman to be a member 
of the National Science Board. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Raymond T. Wagner, Jr., to be a 
member of the Internal Revenue Service Over-
sight Board. 

The President announced his intention to des-
ignate Adm. James M. Loy, USCG (Ret.), as 
Acting Under Secretary of Transportation for 
Security at the Transportation Security Adminis-
tration. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Alaska and ordered Federal aid to supplement 
State and local recovery efforts in the area 
struck by an earthquake on November 3 and 
continuing. 

November 13 
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had a breakfast meeting with Speaker of 
the House of Representatives J. Dennis Hastert, 
Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle, Senate 
Minority Leader Trent Lott, and House Minor-
ity Leader Richard A. Gephardt to discuss 
counterterrorism efforts, the situation in Iraq, 
and proposed homeland security and terrorism 
insurance legislation. He then had intelligence 
and national security briefings. 

In the evening, the President attended a re-
ception for the White House Symposium on the 
West Wing to celebrate the 100th anniversary 
of the West Wing. 

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will welcome President-elect Luiz Inacio 
Lula Da Silva of Brazil to the White House 
on December 10. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point John Chambers (Vice Chairman) and Al-
bert J. Edmonds as members of the National 
Infrastructure Advisory Council. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate William Robert Timken, Jr. (Chair-
man), Thomas Waters Grant, and Noe Hinojosa, 

Jr., to be members of the Board of Directors 
of the Securities Investor Protection Corpora-
tion. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Terrence A. Duffy to be a member 
of the Federal Retirement Thrift Investment 
Board. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Florentino Subia to be a member of 
the Board of Directors of the Legal Services 
Corporation. 

November 14 
In the morning, the President had separate 

telephone conversations with President Jose 
Maria Aznar of Spain, to discuss the United 
Nations resolution on Iraq and the November 
21–22 NATO summit in Prague, and with Presi-
dent Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo of the Phil-
ippines, to discuss cooperation against terrorism. 
He then had intelligence and national security 
briefings. 

Later in the morning, in the Indian Treaty 
Room of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive 
Office Building, the President made remarks to 
the Global Women Business Leaders Partner-
ship concerning their mentoring efforts in the 
Baltic region and other economic issues. 

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the 
President met with President Gonzalo Sanchez 
de Lozada Bustamante of Bolivia. He then met 
with Members of Congress to discuss his trip 
to Prague for the November 21–22 NATO sum-
mit. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Brig. Gen. Mark V. Rosenker, AFRC, 
to be a member of the National Transportation 
Safety Board. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Alabama and ordered Federal aid to supplement 
State and local recovery efforts in the area 
struck by severe storms and tornadoes on No-
vember 5–12. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Mississippi and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the area 
struck by severe storms and tornadoes on No-
vember 10–11. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Tennessee and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the area 
struck by a series of storms and tornadoes No-
vember 11. 
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November 15 
In the morning, the President had separate 

telephone conversations with Prime Minister 
Konstandinos Simitis of Greece, to discuss issues 
relating to Turkey and Cyprus and the 2004 
Olympics in Athens, and with NATO Secretary 
General Lord Robertson, to discuss the upcom-
ing NATO summit in Prague. He then had intel-
ligence and national security briefings. 

In the afternoon, the President had lunch 
with Vice President Dick Cheney. Later, he met 
with Senator Ted Stevens of Alaska, ranking 
member, Senate Appropriations Committee, and 
Representative C.W. Bill Young of Florida, 
chairman, House Committee on Appropriations, 
to discuss proposed appropriations legislation. 
He then went to Camp David, MD. 

The President announced his intention to des-
ignate R. Hewitt Pate as Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral, Antitrust Division, at the Department of 
Justice. 

November 16 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

November 17 
In the afternoon, the President returned to 

Washington, DC. 

November 18 
In the morning, the President had a telephone 

conversation with Prime Minister Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen of Denmark to discuss the Novem-
ber 21–22 NATO Summit in Prague, Czech Re-
public, the European Union Summit to be held 
in Copenhagen, Denmark, in December, and 
implementation of the United Nations resolution 
concerning weapons inspections in Iraq. He 
then had intelligence and national security brief-
ings. 

Later in the morning, in the Oval Office, the 
President met with Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri 
of Lebanon to discuss economic issues, including 
Lebanon’s cooperation with the International 
Monetary Fund, and peace efforts in the Middle 
East. 

The White House announced the appoint-
ment of Barry Jackson as Deputy Assistant to 
the President and Deputy to the Senior Advisor. 

The White House announced the appoint-
ment of Peter Wehner as Deputy Assistant to 
the President and Director of Strategic Initia-
tives. 

The White House announced the appoint-
ment of Israel Hernandez as Deputy Assistant 
to the President and Assistant to the Senior 
Advisor. 

The White House announced the appoint-
ment of Adam Goldman as Special Assistant to 
the President and Deputy Director of Public 
Liaison. 

The White House announced the appoint-
ment of Julieanne Thomas as Associate Director 
at the Office of Public Liaison. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Ohio and ordered Federal aid to supplement 
State and local recovery efforts in the area 
struck by severe storms and tornadoes on No-
vember 10. 

November 19 
In the morning, the President and Mrs. Bush 

traveled to Prague, Czech Republic, arriving in 
the evening. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Ellen L. Weintraub to be a member 
of the Federal Election Commission. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point Gerald Alan Barnhart and Harold Craig 
Manson as Commissioners and William W. 
Taylor as Alternate Commissioner of the U.S. 
Section of the Great Lakes Fishery Commission. 

November 20 
In the morning, the President was greeted 

by President Vaclav Havel of the Czech Repub-
lic at Prague Castle. Later, at Hrzansky Palace, 
the President met with Prime Minister Vladimir 
Spidla of the Czech Republic. 

In the afternoon, at the Hilton Prague, the 
President met with U.S. Embassy personnel. 
Later, he had separate meetings with President 
Ahmet Necdet Sezer of Turkey, to discuss bilat-
eral relations and the situation in Iraq, and 
NATO Secretary General Lord Robertson, to 
discuss the upcoming NATO Summit. 

In the evening, at Prague Castle, the Presi-
dent and Mrs. Bush attended a gift presentation 
followed by a dinner for NATO leaders. 

November 21 
In the morning and afternoon, at the Prague 

Congress Center, the President participated in 
North Atlantic Council Summit meetings and 
photo opportunities. Also in the afternoon, he 
met with President Jacques Chirac of France. 
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In the evening, at Prague Castle, the Presi-
dent and Mrs. Bush attended a ballet perform-
ance and a dinner with NATO and Euro-Atlan-
tic Partnership Council (EAPC) leaders. 

November 22 
In the morning, at the Prague Congress Cen-

ter, the President participated in EAPC Summit 
meetings and photo opportunities. Later, he was 
joined by Mrs. Bush, and they traveled to St. 
Petersburg, Russia, arriving in the afternoon. 

Later in the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Vilnius, Lithuania, arriving in 
the evening. 

The President announced his appointment of 
Grover Whitehurst as Director of the Institute 
of Education Sciences at the Department of 
Education. 

The President announced his designation of 
Eugene Scalia as Acting Solicitor for the Depart-
ment of Labor. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Robert A. Sturgell to be Deputy Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion. 

November 23 
In the morning, at the Prezidentura, the 

President and Mrs. Bush participated in a wel-
coming ceremony with President Valdas 
Adamkus of Lithuania and his wife, Alma 
Adamkiene. The two Presidents then had a bilat-
eral meeting. Later, they participated in a photo 
opportunity and then met with Presidents Ar-
nold Ruutel of Estonia and Vaira Vike-Freiberga 
of Latvia. 

Later in the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush met with U.S. Embassy personnel at the 
American Center. They then traveled to Bucha-
rest, Romania. 

Following his arrival in the afternoon, the 
President participated in a welcoming ceremony 
with President Ion Iliescu of Romania at 
Cotroceni Palace. The two Presidents then had 
a bilateral meeting. 

Later in the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush met with U.S. Embassy personnel at the 
Ambassador’s Residence. In the evening, they 
returned to Washington, DC. 

November 25 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and FBI briefings. 
The President announced his intention to des-

ignate Michael J. Garcia as Acting Commissioner 

of the Immigration and Naturalization Service 
at the Department of Justice. 

November 26 
In the morning, the President had a telephone 

conversation with President-elect Lucio 
Gutierrez of Ecuador to congratulate him on 
his November 24 electoral victory. He then had 
CIA and FBI briefings. 

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will meet with President Emomali 
Rahmonov of Tajikistan at the White House on 
December 9. 

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will welcome President Vladimir Voronin 
of Moldova to the White House on December 
17. 

November 27 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he and Mrs. Bush trav-
eled to the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX. 

November 28 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

briefings. Later, he had two telephone conversa-
tions with National Security Adviser 
Condoleezza Rice concerning the terrorist at-
tacks in Israel and Kenya earlier in the day. 

During the day, the President celebrated 
Thanksgiving with Mrs. Bush, their daughters, 
Barbara and Jenna, his parents, former President 
George Bush and former First Lady Barbara 
Bush, and his brothers Marvin and Neil Bush 
and members of their families. 

November 29 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

November 30 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

December 1 
In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. Bush 

returned to Washington, DC. 

December 2 
In the morning, the President had a telephone 

conversation with President Daniel T. arap Moi 
of Kenya to express his condolences concerning 
the November 28 terrorist attacks in Kenya. He 
then had intelligence and FBI briefings. 

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the 
President met with 2002 NASCAR Winston Cup 
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Series champion Tony Stewart and Stewart’s 
team owner, Joe Gibbs. 

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will welcome President Daniel T. arap Moi 
of Kenya and Prime Minister Meles Zenawi of 
Ethiopia to the White House on December 5. 

The President announced the appointment of 
Zalmay Khalilzad as Special Envoy and Ambas-
sador at Large for Free Iraqis. 

December 3 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and FBI briefings. Later, he traveled to Shreve-
port, LA. In the afternoon, he traveled to New 
Orleans, LA, and later returned to Washington, 
DC. 

December 4 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and FBI briefings and met with the National 
Security Council. 

In the afternoon, in Room 450 of the Dwight 
D. Eisenhower Executive Office Building, the 
President signed S. 2712, the Afghanistan Free-
dom Support Act. 

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will welcome Prime Minister Paavo 
Lipponen of Finland to Washington, DC, on 
December 9. 

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will host President Jose Maria Aznar of 
Spain for a meeting and luncheon on December 
18. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Robert D. McCallum, Jr., to be Asso-
ciate Attorney General at the Department of 
Justice. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Alaska and ordered Federal aid to supplement 
State and local recovery efforts in the area 
struck by severe winter storms, flooding, coastal 
erosion, and tidal surge on October 23–Novem-
ber 12. 

December 5 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and FBI briefings and met with the National 
Security Council. 

December 6 
In the morning, the President had a telephone 

conversation with President Vladimir Putin of 
Russia concerning the situation in the Korean 
Peninsula. He then had intelligence and FBI 

briefings and met with the National Security 
Council. 

In the afternoon, the President addressed em-
ployees at the headquarters of the Office of 
the U.S. Trade Representative. Later, on the 
State Floor at the White House, he attended 
a 100th birthday reception for Senator Strom 
Thurmond of South Carolina. 

The President announced the recess appoint-
ment of Ellen L. Weintraub as a member of 
the Federal Election Commission. 

December 7 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

briefings. Later, he went to Camp David, MD. 

December 8 
In the afternoon, the President returned to 

Washington, DC. 
In the evening, the President and Mrs. Bush 

attended the Kennedy Center Honors ceremony 
at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Per-
forming Arts. 

December 9 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and FBI briefings. Later, in the Oval Office, 
he met with President Emomali Rahmonov of 
Tajikistan. 

In an afternoon ceremony in the Oval Office, 
the President received diplomatic credentials 
from Ambassadors Lapologang Caesar Lekoa of 
Botswana, Amadou Lamine Ba of Senegal, 
Pedro Manuel dos Reis Alves Catarino of Por-
tugal, Ivan Vujacic of Yugoslavia, Antoine 
Ntamobwa of Burundi, Roberto Danino Zapata 
of Peru, Antonio Arenales Forno of Guatemala, 
Helgi Agustsson of Iceland, and Jean-David 
Levitte of France. 

Later in the afternoon, in the Oval Office, 
the President met with Prime Minister Paavo 
Lipponen of Finland. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point the following individuals as members of 
the Advisory Committee for Trade Policy and 
Negotiations: 

Margaret Cushing Whitman; 
Steven Rollie Rogel; 
Frank Henry Habicht II; 
Jerome Jasinowski; 
William Frenzel; 
Rodolphe Vallee; 
Bernard Aronson; 
Edward Emma; 
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Jill Considine; 
Wythe Willey; 
Edward Perkins; 
Richard Rivera; 
Pete Hanna; 
John Rowland; 
Jean-Pierre Rosso; 
Hersh Kozlov; 
Samuel Palmisano; 
JoAnn Brouillette; 
Herbert Johnson; 
Hector Ruiz; 
Melinda Bush; 
Richard Wardrop, Jr.; 
Grace Nichols; 
Larry Liebenow; 
Michael Goldstein; 
Thomas Mottola; 
George Fitch; 
Luis Lauredo; 
James Winston Morrison; 
Walter Bernard Duffy Hickey, Jr.; 
Robert Edward Grady; and 
Morgan Yaping Wang. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Guam and ordered Federal aid to supplement 
territory and local recovery efforts in the area 
struck by Super Typhoon Pongsona beginning 
on December 8 and continuing. 

December 10 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and FBI briefings. Later, in the Oval Office, 
he met with President-elect Luiz Inacio Lula 
Da Silva of Brazil. 

The President announced the appointment of 
David G. Leitch as Deputy Counsel and Deputy 
Assistant to the President. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point Richard B. Gasaway as a member of the 
Medal of Valor Review Board for Firefighting. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point George Stuart Yount as U.S. Representa-
tive on the Governing Board of the Tahoe Re-
gional Planning Agency. 

December 11 
In the morning, the President had a telephone 

conversation with Prime Minister Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen of Denmark, President of the Euro-
pean Council, to express his support for Turkey’s 
aspirations to join the EU. He then had intel-
ligence and FBI briefings. Later, he participated 
in an interview and White House tour with jour-

nalist Barbara Walters for broadcast on Decem-
ber 13 on ABC’s ‘‘20/20’’ television program. 

In the afternoon, the President met with Sec-
retary of Agriculture Ann M. Veneman, Sec-
retary of the Interior Gale A. Norton, and 
Chairman James Connaughton of the Council 
on Environmental Quality to discuss implemen-
tation of the President’s Healthy Forests Initia-
tive to reduce the threat of wildfire in the west-
ern States. 

In the late afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush attended a diplomatic corps holiday recep-
tion at Blair House. 

The President announced his intention to ap-
point the following individuals as members of 
the President’s Commission on the U.S. Postal 
Service: 

James A. Johnson (Co-Chairman); 
Harry Pearce (Co-Chairman); 
Richard C. Levin; 
Norman I. Seabrook; 
Carolyn L. Gallagher; 
Robert S. Walker; 
Joseph R. Wright; 
Don V. Cogman; and 
Dionel E. Aviles. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
the Northern Mariana Islands and ordered Fed-
eral aid to supplement Commonwealth and local 
recovery efforts in the area struck by Super Ty-
phoon Pongsona beginning on December 8 and 
continuing. 

December 12 
In the morning, the President had a telephone 

conversation with President Ricardo Lagos of 
Chile to discuss the Chile-U.S. free trade agree-
ment that was signed on December 11. He then 
had intelligence and FBI briefings. Later, he 
traveled to Philadelphia, PA, where at Bright 
Hope Baptist Church, he met with participants 
in the Amachi Mentoring Program for children 
of prisoners. 

In the afternoon, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. Later, he dropped by a meet-
ing of the American Legislative Exchange Coun-
cil in Room 450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower 
Executive Office Building. 

During the day, the President had a telephone 
conversation with Senator Trent Lott to discuss 
the Senator’s December 6 remarks during the 
celebration of Senator Strom Thurmond’s 100th 
birthday. 
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The President declared a major disaster in 
North Carolina and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by a severe ice storm on December 
4–6. 

December 13 
In the morning, the President had a telephone 

conversation with President Kim Dae-jung of 
South Korea to discuss South Korea-U.S. rela-
tions, the situation in North Korea, and Presi-
dent Bush’s regrets concerning the June 13 
deaths of two South Korean girls, Shim Mi-
Sun and Shin Hyo-Son, as a result of an acci-
dent during a U.S. military training exercise in 
Seoul, South Korea. 

Later, the President had intelligence and FBI 
briefings. 

In the afternoon, the President went to Camp 
David, MD. 

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will travel to Africa on January 10–17, 
2003, where he will open the second U.S.–Sub-
Saharan Africa Trade and Economic Coopera-
tion Forum (AGOA Forum) in Mauritius. 

December 14 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

briefings. 

December 15 
In the afternoon, the President returned to 

Washington, DC. 
In the evening, at the National Building Mu-

seum, the President and Mrs. Bush participated 
in the taping of the annual ‘‘Christmas in Wash-
ington’’ concert for television broadcast on TNT 
at 8 p.m. 

December 16 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and FBI briefings. Later, in the Oval Office, 
he met with Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei. 

In the afternoon, at the Ronald Reagan Build-
ing and International Trade Center, the Presi-
dent made remarks to Cabinet and sub-Cabinet 
officials to thank them for their service. Later, 
he met with House leaders to discuss proposed 
legislation concerning prescription drugs for sen-
iors. 

December 17 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and FBI briefings. He then met with Speaker 
of the House of Representatives J. Dennis 

Hastert to discuss the legislative agenda for the 
upcoming session of Congress. Later, in the 
Oval Office, he met with President Vladimir 
Voronin of Moldova. 

December 18 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and FBI briefings and met with the National 
Security Council. Later, in the Oval Office, he 
met with Health and Human Services Secretary 
Tommy G. Thompson and Food and Drug Ad-
ministration Commissioner Mark B. McClellan 
to discuss FDA initiatives to promote scientif-
ically based information for consumers on foods 
and dietary supplements. 

In the afternoon, the President had lunch 
with President Jose Maria Aznar of Spain, fol-
lowing their meeting in the Oval Office. 

The President announced the appointment of 
David Hobbs as Assistant to the President for 
Legislative Affairs and Ziad Ojakli as Deputy 
Assistant to the President and Principal Deputy 
for Legislative Affairs. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Janet Hale to be Under Secretary for 
Management at the Department of Homeland 
Security. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Clark Kent Ervin to be Inspector 
General at the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. 

December 19 
In the morning, the President had a telephone 

conversation with President Hosni Mubarak of 
Egypt to discuss peace efforts in the Middle 
East. He then had CIA and FBI briefings and 
met with the National Security Council. 

December 20 
In the morning, the President had a telephone 

conversation with President-elect Roh Moo-hyun 
of South Korea to congratulate him on his De-
cember 19 electoral victory. He then had intel-
ligence and FBI briefings and met with the Na-
tional Security Council. 

Later in the morning, the President had a 
telephone conversation with Senator Trent Lott 
to discuss Senator Lott’s announcement earlier 
in the day that he would not seek the Senate 
majority leader’s position when Congress recon-
vened on January 6, 2003. 

In the afternoon, the President had lunch 
with Vice President Dick Cheney. 

2246 



e Aug 04 2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 01095 Fmt 1238 Sfmt 1238 E:\HR\OC\193761.026 193761

Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Appendix A 

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will reschedule his January 2003 trip to 
Africa until later in the year due to a combina-
tion of domestic and international consider-
ations. 

December 21 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
In the afternoon, the President received a 

smallpox vaccination. Later, he and Mrs. Bush 
went to Camp David, MD. 

December 23 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

December 24 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. He then had telephone con-
versations with selected domestic and overseas 
U.S. military personnel to express holiday wishes 
and thank them for their service. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. Bush 
had Christmas Eve dinner with members of 
their extended family. 

December 25 
During the day, the President and Mrs. Bush 

celebrated Christmas with members of their ex-
tended family. 

December 26 
In the morning, the President and Mrs. Bush 

traveled to the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX. 

December 27 
In the morning, the President had intelligence 

and national security briefings. He then had a 
telephone conversation with President 
Aleksander Kwasniewski of Poland to discuss 
NATO enlargement and other results of the No-
vember 21–22 NATO Summit, the situation in 
Iraq, and Poland’s decision to purchase F–16 
fighter jets from the U.S. 

December 28 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

December 30 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
The President announced the designation of 

the following individuals to represent the United 
States at the inauguration of President-elect 
Luiz Inacio Lula Da Silva of Brazil on January 
1, 2003: 

Robert B. Zoellick (delegation leader); 
Donna J. Hrinak; 
Michael B. Enzi; and 
John F. Maisto. 

December 31 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
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The following list does not include promotions 
of members of the Uniformed Services, nomina-
tions to the Service Academies, or nominations 
of Foreign Service officers. 

Submitted July 9 

Frederick D. Gregory, 
of Maryland, to be Deputy Administrator of the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration, 
vice James R. Thompson, Jr., resigned. 

Harry R. Hoglander, 
of Massachusetts, to be a member of the Na-
tional Mediation Board for a term expiring July 
1, 2005, vice Magdalena G. Jacobsen, term ex-
pired.

Neil McPhie, 
of Virginia, to be a member of the Merit Sys-
tems Protection Board for the term of 7 years 
expiring March 1, 2009, vice Beth Susan Slavet, 
term expired. 

Quanah Crossland Stamps, 
of Virginia, to be Commissioner of the Adminis-
tration for Native Americans, Department of 
Health and Human Services, vice Gary Niles 
Kimble, resigned. 

Submitted July 11 

Ben S. Bernanke, 
of New Jersey, to be a member of the Board 
of Governors of the Federal Reserve System 
for the unexpired term of 14 years from Feb-
ruary 1, 1990, vice Edward W. Kelley, Jr., re-
signed.

Richard F. Healing, 
of Virginia, to be a member of the National 
Transportation Safety Board for a term expiring 
December 31, 2006, vice George W. Black, Jr., 
term expired. 

Donald L. Kohn, 
of Virginia, to be a member of the Board of 
Governors of the Federal Reserve System for 
a term of 14 years from February 1, 2002, vice 
Laurence H. Meyer, resigned. 

Alia M. Ludlum, 
of Texas, to be U.S. District Judge for the West-
ern District of Texas, vice Harry Lee Hudspeth, 
retired.

John M. Reich, 
of Virginia, to be Vice Chairperson of the Board 
of Directors of the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation, vice Andrew C. Hove, Jr. 

Submitted July 15 

Glenn Bernard Anderson, 
of Arkansas, to be a member of the National 
Council on Disability for a term expiring Sep-
tember 17, 2002, vice Yerker Andersson, term 
expired.

Glenn Bernard Anderson, 
of Arkansas, to be a member of the National 
Council on Disability for a term expiring Sep-
tember 17, 2005 (reappointment). 

Milton Aponte, 
of Florida, to be a member of the National 
Council on Disability for a term expiring Sep-
tember 17, 2003, vice Audrey L. McCrimon, 
term expired. 

Barbara Gillcrist, 
of New Mexico, to be a member of the National 
Council on Disability for a term expiring Sep-
tember 17, 2002, vice Lilliam Rangel Pollo, term 
expired.

Barbara Gillcrist, 
of New Mexico, to be a member of the National 
Council on Disability for a term expiring Sep-
tember 17, 2005 (reappointment). 

Graham Hill, 
of Virginia, to be a member of the National 
Council on Disability for a term expiring Sep-
tember 17, 2002, vice Hughey Walker, term ex-
pired.

Graham Hill, 
of Virginia, to be a member of the National 
Council on Disability for a term expiring Sep-
tember 17, 2005 (reappointment). 
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Joel Kahn, 
of Ohio, to be a member of the National Coun-
cil on Disability for a term expiring September 
17, 2004, vice Dave Nolan Brown, term expired. 

Patricia Pound, 
of Texas, to be a member of the National Coun-
cil on Disability for a term expiring September 
17, 2005 (reappointment). 

Marco A. Rodriguez, 
of California, to be a member of the National 
Council on Disability for a term expiring Sep-
tember 17, 2002, vice Edward Correia. 

Marco A. Rodriguez, 
of California, to be a member of the National 
Council on Disability for a term expiring Sep-
tember 17, 2005 (reappointment). 

David Wenzel, 
of Pennsylvania, to be a member of the National 
Council on Disability for a term expiring Sep-
tember 17, 2004, vice Bonnie O’Day, term ex-
pired. 

Linda Wetters, 
of Ohio, to be a member of the National Coun-
cil on Disability for a term expiring September 
17, 2003, vice Gerald S. Segal. 

Submitted July 16 

Roel C. Campos, 
of Texas, to be a member of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission for a term expiring June 
5, 2005, vice Isaac C. Hunt, Jr. 

Antonio O. Garza, Jr., 
of Texas, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of America 
to Mexico. 

Submitted July 18 

Robert A. Junell, 
of Texas, to be U.S. District Judge for the West-
ern District of Texas, vice Hipolito Frank Gar-
cia, deceased. 

James E. Kinkeade, 
of Texas, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
Northern District of Texas, vice Joe Kendall, 
resigned.

Robert G. Klausner, 
of California, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
Central District of California, vice William D. 
Keller, retired. 

Roger P. Nober, 
of Maryland, to be a member of the Surface 
Transportation Board for a term expiring De-
cember 31, 2005, vice William Clyburn, Jr., term 
expired.

Pamela F. Olson, 
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of the 
Treasury, vice Mark A. Weinberger, resigned. 

S. James Otero, 
of California, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
Central District of California, vice Richard A. 
Paez, elevated. 

William E. Smith, 
of Rhode Island, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the District of Rhode Island, vice Ronald R. 
Lagueux, retired. 

Submitted July 24 

Joaquin F. Blaya, 
of Florida, to be a member of the Broadcasting 
Board of Governors for a term expiring August 
13, 2002, vice Carl Spielvogel, resigned. 

Joaquin F. Blaya, 
of Florida, to be a member of the Broadcasting 
Board of Governors for a term expiring August 
13, 2005 (reappointment). 

Johnny Mack Brown, 
of South Carolina, to be U.S. Marshal for the 
District of South Carolina for the term of 4 
years, vice Israel Brooks, Jr., term expired. 

Peggy Goldwater-Clay, 
of California, to be a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Barry Goldwater Scholarship 
and Excellence in Education Foundation for a 
term expiring June 5, 2006 (reappointment). 

Robert Maynard Grubbs, 
of Michigan, to be U.S. Marshal for the Eastern 
District of Michigan for the term of 4 years, 
vice James Douglas, Jr., term expired. 

Denny Wade King, 
of Tennessee, to be U.S. Marshal for the Middle 
District of Tennessee for the term of 4 years, 
vice Edward Scott Blair, term expired. 
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Juanita Alicia Vasquez-Gardner, 
of Texas, to be a member of the Board of Trust-
ees of the Harry S. Truman Scholarship Founda-
tion for a term expiring December 10, 2003, 
vice Steven L. Zinter, term expired. 

Submitted July 25 

Sandra J. Feuerstein, 
of New York, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
Eastern District of New York, vice Thomas C. 
Platt, Jr., retired. 

Kent A. Jordan, 
of Delaware, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
District of Delaware, vice Roderick R. 
McKelvie, retired. 

Jeffrey S. White, 
of California, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
Northern District of California, vice Charles A. 
Legge, retired. 

Submitted July 31 

D. Jeffrey Hirschberg, 
of Wisconsin, to be a member of the Broad-
casting Board of Governors for a term expiring 
August 13, 2004, vice Marc B. Nathanson, term 
expired. 

Nancy P. Jacklin, 
of New York, to be U.S. Executive Director 
of the International Monetary Fund for a term 
of 2 years, vice Randal Quarles, resigned. 

Submitted August 1 

Wayne Abernathy, 
of Colorado, to be an Assistant Secretary of the 
Treasury, vice Sheila C. Bair. 

Antonio Candia Amador, 
of California, to be U.S. Marshal for the Eastern 
District of California for the term of 4 years, 
vice Jerry J. Enomoto, term expired. 

Wendy Jean Chamberlin, 
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Administrator of 
the U.S. Agency for International Development, 
vice Lori A. Forman. 

Rosemary M. Collyer, 
of Maryland, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
District of Columbia, vice Thomas Penfield 
Jackson, retired. 

Seth Cropsey, 
of the District of Columbia, to be Director of 
the International Broadcasting Bureau, Broad-
casting Board of Governors (new position). 

Charles E. Erdmann, 
of Colorado, to be a Judge of the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Armed Forces for the term 
of 15 years to expire on the date prescribed 
by law, vice Eugene R. Sullivan, term expired. 

Gregory L. Frost, 
of Ohio, to be U.S. District Judge for the South-
ern District of Ohio, vice George C. Smith, re-
tired.

Mark E. Fuller, 
of Alabama, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
Middle District of Alabama, vice Ira DeMent, 
retired.

Ruth Y. Goldway, 
of California, to be a Commissioner of the Postal 
Rate Commission for the term expiring Novem-
ber 22, 2008 (reappointment). 

Joseph R. Guccione, 
of New York, to be U.S. Marshal for the South-
ern District of New York for the term of 4 
years, vice Russell John Qualliotine. 

Richard J. Holwell, 
of New York, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
Southern District of New York, vice Barrington 
D. Parker, Jr., elevated. 

Joseph Huggins, 
of the District of Columbia, a career member 
of the Senior Foreign Service, class of Coun-
selor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Plen-
ipotentiary of the United States of America to 
the Republic of Botswana. 

Thomas Dyson Hurlburt, Jr., 
of Florida, to be U.S. Marshal for the Middle 
District of Florida for the term of 4 years, vice 
Don R. Moreland, term expired. 

Bruce R. James, 
of Nevada, to be Public Printer, vice Michael 
F. DiMario, resigned. 

Robert B. Kugler, 
of New Jersey, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the District of New Jersey, vice Joseph E. 
Irenas, retired. 
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Carol Chien-Hua Lam, 
of California, to be U.S. Attorney for the South-
ern District of California for the term of 4 years, 
vice Alan D. Bersin, term expired. 

Jose L. Linares, 
of New Jersey, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the District of New Jersey, vice Alfred J. 
Lechner, Jr., resigned. 

Christina Pharo, 
of Florida, to be U.S. Marshal for the Southern 
District of Florida for the term of 4 years, vice 
James A. Tassone. 

Dennis Arthur Williamson, 
of Florida, to be U.S. Marshal for the Northern 
District of Florida for the term of 4 years, vice 
James W. Lockley, term expired. 

Freda L. Wolfson, 
of New Jersey, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the District of New Jersey, vice Nicholas H. 
Politan, retired. 

Submitted September 3 

Irene B. Brooks, 
of Pennsylvania, to be a Commissioner on the 
part of the United States on the International 
Joint Commission, United States and Canada, 
vice Susan Bayh. 

Dale Cabaniss, 
of Virginia, to be a member of the Federal 
Labor Relations Authority for a term of 5 years 
expiring July 29, 2007 (reappointment). 

Harold Damelin, 
of Virginia, to be Inspector General, Small Busi-
ness Administration, vice Phyllis K. Fong. 

Philip N. Hogen, 
of South Dakota, to be Chairman of the Na-
tional Indian Gaming Commission for the term 
of 3 years, vice Montie R. Deer, term expired. 

Kim R. Holmes, 
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
State (International Organizations), vice C. 
David Welch. 

John F. Keane, 
of Virginia, a career member of the Senior For-
eign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 

of the United States of America to the Republic 
of Paraguay. 

Scott W. Muller, 
of Maryland, to be General Counsel of the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency, vice Robert M. McNa-
mara, Jr., resigned. 

Allen I. Olson, 
of Minnesota, to be a Commissioner on the 
part of the United States on the International 
Joint Commission, United States and Canada, 
vice Alice Chamberlin. 

Linda M. Springer, 
of Pennsylvania, to be Controller, Office of Fed-
eral Financial Management, Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, vice Mark W. Everson. 

Submitted September 4 

Rafael Cuellar, 
of New Jersey, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the National Consumer Coopera-
tive Bank for a term of 3 years, vice Sheila 
Anne Smith, term expired. 

David Donath, 
of Vermont, to be a member of the National 
Museum Services Board for a term expiring De-
cember 6, 2004, vice Jeanne R. Ferst, term ex-
pired. 

Nancy S. Dwight, 
of New Hampshire, to be a member of the 
National Museum Services Board for a term 
expiring December 6, 2005, vice Ayse Manyas 
Kenmore, term expired. 

A. Wilson Greene, 
of Virginia, to be a member of the National 
Museum Services Board for a term expiring De-
cember 6, 2004, vice Charles Hummel, term 
expired. 

Maria Mercedes Guillemard, 
of Puerto Rico, to be a member of the National 
Museum Services Board for a term expiring De-
cember 6, 2005, vice Lisa A. Hembry, term 
expired. 

Peter Hero, 
of California, to be a member of the National 
Museum Services Board for a term expiring De-
cember 6, 2006, vice Alice Rae Yelen, term ex-
pired. 
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Thomas E. Lorentzen, 
of California, to be a member of the National 
Museum Services Board for a term expiring De-
cember 6, 2006, vice Phillip Frost, term expired. 

Terry L. Maple, 
of Georgia, to be a member of the National 
Museum Services Board for a term expiring De-
cember 6, 2005, vice Townsend Wolfe, term 
expired.

Peter Marzio, 
of Texas, to be a member of the National Mu-
seum Services Board for a term expiring De-
cember 6, 2006, vice Ruth Y. Tamura, term 
expired.

Elizabeth J. Pruet, 
of Arkansas, to be a member of the National 
Museum Services Board for a term expiring De-
cember 6, 2004, vice David A. Ucko, term ex-
pired.

Judith Ann Rapanos, 
of Michigan, to be a member of the National 
Museum Services Board for a term expiring De-
cember 6, 2002, vice Kinshasha Holman 
Conwill, term expired. 

Judith Ann Rapanos, 
of Michigan, to be a member of the National 
Museum Services Board for a term expiring De-
cember 6, 2007 (reappointment). 

Grover Joseph Rees, 
of Louisiana, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Democratic Republic of East 
Timor.

Edwin Joseph Rigaud, 
of Ohio, to be a member of the National Mu-
seum Services Board for a term expiring De-
cember 6, 2002, vice Arthur Rosenblatt, term 
expired.

Edwin Joseph Rigaud, 
of Ohio, to be a member of the National Mu-
seum Services Board for a term expiring De-
cember 6, 2007 (reappointment). 

Harry Robinson, Jr., 
of Texas, to be a member of the National Mu-
seum Services Board for a term expiring De-
cember 6, 2003, vice Alberta Sebolt George, 
term expired. 

Margaret Scarlett, 
of Wyoming, to be a member of the National 
Museum Services Board for a term expiring De-
cember 6, 2007, vice Jerry D. Florence, term 
expiring. 

Michael Scott, 
of North Carolina, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the National Consumer Coopera-
tive Bank for a term of 3 years, vice Ewen 
W. Wilson. 

Francis X. Taylor, 
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
State (Diplomatic Security), vice David G. Car-
penter, resigned. 

Francis X. Taylor, 
of Maryland, to be Director of the Office of 
Foreign Missions, and to have the rank of Am-
bassador during his tenure of service, vice David 
G. Carpenter. 

Beth Walkup, 
of Arizona, to be a member of the National 
Museum Services Board for a term expiring De-
cember 6, 2003, vice Robert G. Breunig, term 
expired. 

Submitted September 5 

David N. Greenlee, 
of Maryland, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, to 
be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America to 
the Republic of Bolivia. 

Richard J. Peltz, 
of Pennsylvania, to be Alternate Federal Co-
chairman of the Appalachian Regional Commis-
sion, vice Ella Wong-Rusinko, resigned. 

Anne B. Pope, 
of Tennessee, to be Federal Cochairman of the 
Appalachian Regional Commission, vice Jesse L. 
White, resigned. 

Robin Renee Sanders, 
of New York, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the Republic 
of Congo. 
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Submitted September 10 

James M. Stephens, 
of Virginia, to be a member of the Occupational 
Safety and Health Review Commission for a 
term expiring April 27, 2005, vice Ross Edward 
Eisenbrey. 

Glenn T. Suddaby, 
of New York, to be U.S. States Attorney for 
the Northern District of New York for the term 
of 4 years, vice Daniel J. French, resigned. 

Submitted September 12 

Glen L. Bower, 
of Illinois, to be a Judge of the U.S. Tax Court 
for a term of 15 years after he takes office, 
vice Carolyn Miller Parr, term expired. 

Ralph R. Erickson, 
of North Dakota, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the District of North Dakota, vice Rodney S. 
Webb, retired. 

Maura Ann Harty, 
of Florida, a career member of the Senior For-
eign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, to be 
an Assistant Secretary of State (Consular Af-
fairs), vice Mary A. Ryan. 

S. Maurice Hicks, Jr., 
of Louisiana, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
Western District of Louisiana, vice Donald E. 
Walter, retired. 

Thomas L. Ludington, 
of Michigan, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
Eastern District of Michigan, vice Paul V. 
Gadola, retired. 

William D. Quarles, Jr., 
of Maryland, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
District of Maryland, vice William M. Nickerson, 
retired.

Victor J. Wolski, 
of Virginia, to be a Judge of the U.S. Court 
of Federal Claims for a term of 15 years, vice 
Bohdan A. Futey, term expired. 

Submitted September 17 

Peter DeShazo, 
of Florida, a career member of the Senior For-
eign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, for the 
rank of Ambassador during tenure of service 

as Deputy Permanent Representative of the 
United States of America to the Organization 
of American States. 

John L. Morrison, 
of Minnesota, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation for a term expiring December 17, 
2004, vice John J. Pikarski, Jr., term expired. 

Withdrawn September 17 

John Roderick Davis, 
of Alabama, to be a member of the Board of 
Trustees of the Harry S. Truman Scholarship 
Foundation for a term expiring December 10, 
2005, vice E. Gordon Gee, term expired, which 
was sent to the Senate on May 6, 2002. 

Submitted September 18 

Arthur James Collingsworth, 
of California, to be a member of the National 
Security Education Board for a term of 4 years, 
vice John W. Hechinger, Sr., term expired. 

John Portman Higgins, 
of Virginia, to be Inspector General, Depart-
ment of Education, vice Lorraine Pratte Lewis, 
resigned.

Rickey Dale James, 
of Missouri, to be a member of the Mississippi 
River Commission for a term of 9 years (re-
appointment).

Rear Adm. Nicholas Augustus Prahl, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, to be a member of the Mississippi River 
Commission.

Submitted September 20 

John Francis Clark, 
of Virginia, to be U.S. Marshal for the Eastern 
District of Virginia for the term of 4 years, vice 
John William Marshall, resigned. 

Kevin J. O’Connor, 
of Connecticut, to be U.S. Attorney for the Dis-
trict of Connecticut for the term of 4 years, 
vice Stephen C. Robinson, resigned. 
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Submitted September 24 

Alan G. Lance, Sr., 
of Idaho, to be a Judge of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for Veterans Claims for the term of 
13 years, vice Frank Quill Nebeker, resigned. 

Submitted September 30 

Albert Casey, 
of Texas, to be a Governor of the U.S. Postal 
Service for a term expiring December 8, 2009, 
vice Tirso del Junco, term expired, to which 
position he was appointed during the last recess 
of the Senate. 

Thomas C. Dorr, 
of Iowa, to be a member of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Commodity Credit Corporation, vice 
Jill L. Long, resigned, to which position he was 
appointed during the last recess of the Senate. 

Thomas C. Dorr, 
of Iowa, to be Under Secretary of Agriculture 
for Rural Development, vice Jill L. Long, re-
signed, to which position he was appointed dur-
ing the last recess of the Senate. 

Cheryl Feldman Halpern, 
of New Jersey, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting for a term expiring January 31, 
2008, vice Heidi H. Schulman, term expired, 
to which position she was appointed during the 
last recess of the Senate. 

Tony Hammond, 
of Virginia, to be a Commissioner of the Postal 
Rate Commission for the remainder of the term 
expiring October 14, 2004, vice Edward Jay 
Gleiman, resigned, to which position he was ap-
pointed during the last recess of the Senate. 

Susanne T. Marshall, 
of Virginia, to be Chairman of the Merit Sys-
tems Protection Board, vice Beth Susan Slavet, 
to which position she was appointed during the 
last recess of the Senate. 

Philip Merrill, 
of Maryland, to be President of the Export-
Import Bank of the United States for the re-
mainder of the term expiring January 20, 2005, 
vice John E. Robson. 

W. Scott Railton, 
of Virginia, to be a member of the Occupational 
Safety and Health Review Commission for a 
term expiring April 27, 2007, vice Gary L. 
Visscher, term expired, to which position he was 
appointed during the last recess of the Senate. 

Submitted October 2 

Mark B. McClellan, 
of the District of Columbia, to be Commissioner 
of Food and Drugs, Department of Health and 
Human Services, vice Jane E. Henney, resigned. 

Submitted October 4 

Robert J. Battista, 
of Michigan, to be a member of the National 
Labor Relations Board for the term of 5 years 
expiring December 16, 2007, vice Wilma B. 
Liebman, term expiring. 

Wilma B. Liebman, 
of the District of Columbia, to be a member 
of the National Labor Relations Board for the 
term of 5 years expiring August 27, 2006, vice 
Peter J. Hurtgen. 

Withdrawn October 4 

Robert J. Battista, 
of Michigan, to be a member of the National 
Labor Relations Board for the term of 5 years 
expiring August 27, 2006, vice Peter J. Hurtgen, 
which was sent to the Senate on June 13, 2002. 

Submitted October 10 

John R. Adams, 
of Ohio, to be U.S. District Judge for the North-
ern District of Ohio, vice George Washington 
White, retired. 

J. Cofer Black, 
of Virginia, to be Coordinator for 
Counterterrorism, with the rank and status of 
Ambassador at Large, vice Francis Xavier Taylor. 

J. Daniel Breen, 
of Tennessee, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
Western District of Tennessee, vice Julia Smith 
Gibbons, elevated. 

Jewel Spears Brooker, 
of Florida, to be a member of the National 
Council on the Humanities for a term expiring 
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January 26, 2008, vice Peggy Whitman 
Prenshaw, term expired. 

Cormac J. Carney, 
of California, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
Central District of California, vice Carlos R. 
Moreno, resigned. 

Dario Fernandez-Morera, 
of Illinois, to be a member of the National 
Council on the Humanities for a term expiring 
January 26, 2008, vice Susan E. Trees, term 
expired.

Elizabeth Fox-Genovese, 
of Georgia, to be a member of the National 
Council on the Humanities for a term expiring 
January 26, 2008, vice Lorraine Weiss Frank, 
term expired. 

David Hertz, 
of Indiana, to be a member of the National 
Council on the Humanities for a term expiring 
January 26, 2006, vice Henry Glassie. 

Stephen McNight, 
of Florida, to be a member of the National 
Council on the Humanities for a term expiring 
January 26, 2006, vice Isabel Carter Stewart. 

Sidney McPhee, 
of Tennessee, to be a member of the National 
Council on the Humanities for a term expiring 
January 26, 2008, vice Margaret P. Duckett, 
term expired. 

Lawrence Okamura, 
of Missouri, to be a member of the National 
Council on the Humanities for a term expiring 
January 26, 2008, vice Doris B. Holleb, term 
expired.

Marguerite Sullivan, 
of the District of Columbia, to be a member 
of the National Council on the Humanities for 
a term expiring January 26, 2008, vice Susan 
Ford Wiltshire, term expired. 

Stephan Thernstrom, 
of Massachusetts, to be a member of the Na-
tional Council on the Humanities for a term 
expiring January 26, 2008, vice Arthur I. 
Blaustein, term expired. 

Thomas A. Varlan, 
of Tennessee, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
Eastern District of Tennessee, vice Robert Leon 
Jordan, retired. 

Submitted October 16 

Blanquita Walsh Cullum, 
of Virginia, to be a member of the Broadcasting 
Board of Governors for a term expiring August 
13, 2005, vice Cheryl F. Halpern, term expired. 

Feliciano Foyo, 
of Florida, to be a member of the Advisory 
Board for Cuba Broadcasting for a term expiring 
August 12, 2004, vice Jorge L. Mas. 

Mary Carlin Yates, 
of Oregon, a career member of the Senior For-
eign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of the United States of America to the Republic 
of Ghana. 

Submitted October 17 

Barry C. Barish, 
of California, to be a member of the National 
Science Board, National Science Foundation, for 
a term expiring May 10, 2008, vice Eamon M. 
Kelly, term expired. 

Steven C. Beering, 
of Indiana, to be a member of the National 
Science Board, National Science Foundation, for 
the remainder of the term expiring May 10, 
2004, vice Chang-Lin Tien, resigned. 

Ray M. Bowen, 
of Texas, to be a member of the National 
Science Board, National Science Foundation, for 
a term expiring May 10, 2008, vice Vera C. 
Rubin, term expired. 

Delores M. Etter, 
of Maryland, to be member of the National 
Science Board, National Science Foundation, for 
a term expiring May 10, 2008, vice John A. 
Armstrong, term expired. 

Kenneth M. Ford, 
of Florida, to be a member of the National 
Science Board, National Science Foundation, for 
a term expiring May 10, 2008, vice M.R.C. 
Greenwood, term expired. 
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Daniel E. Hastings, 
of Massachusetts, to be a member of the Na-
tional Science Board, National Science Founda-
tion, for a term expiring May 10, 2008, vice 
Bob H. Suzuki, term expired. 

Douglas D. Randall, 
of Missouri, to be a member of the National 
Science Board, National Science Foundation, for 
a term expiring May 10, 2008, vice Richard A. 
Tapia, term expired. 

Jo Anne Vasquez, 
of Arizona, to be a member of the National 
Science Board, National Science Foundation, for 
a term expiring May 10, 2008, vice Mary K. 
Gaillard, term expired. 

Withdrawn October 17 

Peter Marzio, 
of Texas, to be a member of the National Mu-
seum Services Board for a term expiring De-
cember 6, 2006, vice Ruth Y. Tamura, term 
expired, which was sent to the Senate on Sep-
tember 4, 2002. 

Submitted November 12 

Elizabeth Hoffman, 
of Colorado, to be a member of the National 
Science Board, National Science Foundation, for 
a term expiring May 10, 2008, vice Stanley Vin-
cent Jaskolski, term expired. 

Raymond T. Wagner, Jr., 
of Missouri, to be a member of the Internal 
Revenue Service Oversight Board for the re-
mainder of the term expiring September 14, 
2004, vice George L. Farr. 

Submitted November 14 

James M. Loy, 
of Virginia, to be Under Secretary of Transpor-
tation for Security for a term of 5 years, vice 
John Magaw, resigned. 

Daniel Pearson, 
of Minnesota, to be a member of the U.S. Inter-
national Trade Commission for the term expir-
ing June 16, 2011, vice Lynn M. Bragg, term 
expired.

Harlon Eugene Costner, 
of North Carolina, to be U.S. Marshal for the 
Middle District of North Carolina, vice Becky 
Jane Wallace. 

Richard Zenos Winget, 
of Nevada, to be U.S. Marshal for the District 
of Nevada, vice Jose Gerardo Troncoso. 

Submitted November 19 

Humberto S. Garcia, 
of Puerto Rico, to be U.S. Attorney for the 
District of Puerto Rico for the term of 4 years, 
vice Daniel F. Lopez Romo, resigned. 

Leonardo M. Rapadas, 
of Guam, to be U.S. Attorney for the District 
of Guam and concurrently U.S. Attorney for 
the District of the Northern Mariana Islands 
for the term of 4 years, vice K. William O’Con-
nor, resigned. 

Ellen L. Weintraub, 
of Maryland, to be a member of the Federal 
Election Commission for a term expiring April 
30, 2007, vice Karl J. Sandstrom, term expired. 
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Appendix C—Checklist of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary which are not included 
in this book. 

Released July 1 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed S. 2578 

Fact sheet: A Compassionate Conservative 
Agenda for America’s Inner Cities 

Released July 2 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary on the military 
action in Oruzgan Province, Afghanistan 

Statement by the Press Secretary expressing the 
President’s condolences to families of victims of 
the air accident on the German-Swiss border 

Released July 3 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Montana 

Released July 4 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Texas 

Fact sheet: Honoring Members of America’s 
Armed Services 

Released July 5 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Released July 6 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Guam 

Released July 8 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Released July 9 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer, Treasury Secretary Paul H. 
O’Neill, and Commerce Secretary Donald L. 
Evans 

Fact sheet: A New Ethic of Corporate Responsi-
bility 

Announcement: A New Ethic of Corporate Re-
sponsibility 

Released July 10 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary on the closure 
of Sari Nusseibeh’s Al Quds University offices 
in Jerusalem 

Released July 11 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Scott McClellan and Council of Eco-
nomic Advisers member Mark McClellan 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Micronesia 

Statement by the Press Secretary on issuance 
of the first Council on Bioethics report on the 
subject of human cloning 

Fact sheet: President Renews Call for Prescrip-
tion Drug Coverage in Medicare 

Announcement of nomination for U.S. District 
Judge for the Western District of Texas 

Released July 12 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Vermont 

Transcript of a press briefing by Office of Man-
agement and Budget Director Mitchell Daniels, 
Jr., on the midsession budget review 

2259 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 01108 Fmt 1238 Sfmt 1238 E:\HR\OC\193761.028 193761

Appendix C / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

Released July 15 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by Sri 
Lankan Prime Minister Wickremesinghe 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of Presi-
dent Vaclav Havel of the Czech Republic 

Released July 16 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Fact sheet: U.S.-Cuba Policy and the Cuban 
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity Act 

Fact sheet: Priscilla Owen 

Executive Summary: National Strategy for 
Homeland Security 

Released July 17 

Fact sheet: Poland: Economic/Commercial Dia-
logue 

Fact sheet: Poland: Transfer of Second Frigate 
and Helicopters 

Fact sheet: Poland: U.S. Department of Labor 
Employment Initiative 

Fact sheet: U.S.-Poland Military Cooperation 
Initiative 

Released July 18 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Announcement of nominations for U.S. District 
Judges for the District of Rhode Island, the 
Central District of California, the Northern Dis-
trict of Texas, and the Western District of Texas 

Released July 19 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Wisconsin 

Released July 22 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Released July 23 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.J. Res. 87 

Fact sheet: Helping Children and Building Fam-
ilies Through Adoption 

Released July 24 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Announcement of nominations for U.S. Marshals 
for the Eastern District of Michigan, the District 
of South Carolina, and the Middle District of 
Tennessee 

Fact sheet: President Proposes Minimum Stand-
ards for Medical Liability 

Released July 25 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Announcement of nominations for U.S. District 
Judges for the District of Delaware, the North-
ern District of California, and the Eastern Dis-
trict of New York 

Released July 26 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Transcript of a press briefing by Office of Per-
sonnel Management Director Kay Coles James 
on legislation to establish the Department of 
Homeland Security 

Fact sheet: Honoring the Anniversary of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act 

Released July 29 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Released July 30 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by Presi-
dent Akayev of the Kyrgyz Republic to Wash-
ington 

Announcement of nominations for U.S. District 
Judges for the District of Delaware, the North-
ern District of California, and the Eastern Dis-
trict of New York 

Fact sheet: President Celebrates USA Freedom 
Corps Six-Month Anniversary with New Public 
Service Ads and Breakthrough Web Site 
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Released July 31 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Released August 1 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Announcement of nominations for U.S. Marshals 
for the Eastern District of California, the South-
ern District of New York, the Middle District 
of Florida, the Southern District of Florida, and 
the Northern District of Florida, and for U.S. 
Attorney for the Southern District of California 

Announcement of nominations for U.S. District 
Judges for the Southern District of Ohio, the 
Middle District of Alabama, the District of New 
Jersey, the Southern District of New York, and 
the District of Columbia 

Released August 2 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Claire Buchan 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 4775 

Statement by the Press Secretary on the upcom-
ing visit of President Jiang Zemin of China to 
the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Democratic 
Republic of the Congo Peace Agreement 

Fact sheet: A Record of Accomplishment for 
the American People 

Announcement of nomination for Circuit Judge 
of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Armed 
Forces 

Released August 5 

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy Press 
Secretary Claire Buchan 

Fact sheet: Committed to Keeping America’s 
Children Safe 

Released August 6 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Principal Deputy 
Press Secretary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 1209 and S.J. 
Res. 13 

Released August 7 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Principal Deputy 
Press Secretary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to the Northern Mariana Islands 

Transcript of remarks by the Vice President to 
the Commonwealth Club in San Francisco, CA 

Released August 12 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Principal Deputy 
Press Secretary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary on 
the upcoming visit of Prime Minister Siim Kallas 
of Estonia 

Announcement: President To Host Economic 
Forum 

Announcement: Economic Forum Schedule and 
Participant List 

Released August 13 

Transcript of a press briefing by Office of Man-
agement and Budget Director Mitchell Daniels, 
Jr., on the Federal budget deficit and spending 
proposals 

Transcript of a press briefing by Treasury Sec-
retary Paul H. O’Neill and Commerce Secretary 
Donald L. Evans on the President’s Economic 
Forum and the national economy 

Transcript of a press briefing by Agriculture 
Secretary Ann M. Veneman and U.S. Trade 
Representative Robert B. Zoellick on trade pol-
icy 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary on 
the visit to Afghanistan by Zalmay Khalizad, the 
President’s Special Envoy for Afghanistan and 
Special Assistant to the President for Southwest 
Asia, the Near East, and North Africa 

Released August 15 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Claire Buchan 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary on 
National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice’s 
announcement of the appointment of Rand 
Beers as Special Assistant to the President and 
Senior Director for Combating Terrorism 
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Released August 19 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Released August 20 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Released August 21 

Fact sheet: The Healthy Forests Initiative 

Announcement: Defense Briefing Participants 
List 

Released August 22 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Transcript of a press briefing by Chairman 
James L. Connaughton of the Council on Envi-
ronmental Quality on the fire season and the 
Healthy Forests Initiative 

Released August 23 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer and Senior Advisor to the Presi-
dent Karl Rove 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that on August 21 the President signed H.R. 
223, H.R. 309, H.R. 601, H.R. 1384, H.R. 1456, 
H.R. 1576, H.R. 2068, H.R. 2234, H.R. 2440, 
H.R. 2441, H.R. 2643, H.R. 3343, and H.R. 

Released August 24 

Statement by the Press Secretary on the Russian 
military aircraft attack on villages in northern 
Georgia 

Released August 26 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Released August 27 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Released August 28 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Principal Deputy 
Press Secretary Scott McClellan 

Released August 29 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Principal Deputy 
Press Secretary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Guam 

Fact sheet: President Promotes Stronger Cur-
riculum in Back-to-School Season 

Released August 30 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Principal Deputy 
Press Secretary Scott McClellan 

Released August 31 

Fact sheet: September of Service * 

Released September 2 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Released September 3 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary on the upcom-
ing visit of Prime Minister Jean Chretien of 
Canada 

Statement by the Press Secretary: President 
Uribe of Colombia To Visit Washington 

Released September 4 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Released September 5 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Released September 6 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary on the upcom-
ing visit of Prime Minister Jose Manuel Durao 
Barroso of Portugal 

* This item was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on August 30 but was 
embargoed for release until 10:06 a.m. on Au-
gust 31. 
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Released September 9 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Fact sheet: United States-Canada NEXUS Pro-
gram 

Fact sheet: United States-Canada Free and Se-
cure Trade (FAST) Program 

Fact sheet: Summary of Smart Border Action 
Plan Status 

Released September 10 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Transcript of remarks by Attorney General John 
D. Ashcroft and Homeland Security Director 
Tom Ridge on increasing the national threat 
level to ‘‘Condition Orange’’ 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to North Dakota 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Wisconsin 

Statement by Press Secretary on the upcoming 
visit of Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi of Italy 

Announcement of nomination for U.S. Attorney 
for the Northern District of New York 

Released September 11 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Excerpts From the President’s Address to the 
Nation 

Advance text of the President’s address to the 
Nation on the anniversary of the terrorist attacks 
of September 11 

Released September 12 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by Presi-
dent Gusmao of East Timor 

Fact sheet: United States Rejoins UNESCO 

Announcement of nominations for U.S. District 
Judges for the Western District of Louisiana, 
the District of North Dakota, the District of 
Maryland, the Eastern District of Michigan, and 
a Judge of the U.S. Court of Federal Claims 

A Decade of Deception and Defiance: Saddam 
Hussein’s Defiance of the United Nations * 

Released September 13 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Announcement of nomination for a Judge of 
the U.S. Tax Court 

Released September 16 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary on 
the need for a new United Nations Security 
Council resolution to deal with the threat posed 
by Saddam Hussein 

Released September 17 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Fact sheet: Teaching American History and 
Civic Education 

Timeline: Saddam Hussein’s Deception and De-
fiance 

Released September 18 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Released September 19 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Released September 20 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President submitted to Congress the 
National Security Strategy of the United States 

Transcript of remarks by National Security Ad-
viser Condoleezza Rice on intelligence related 
to the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 

* This item was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on September 11 but 
was embargoed for release until 3 a.m. on Sep-
tember 12. 
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Released September 23 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Transcript of remarks by Vice President Dick 
Cheney at a lunch for congressional candidate 
Adam Taff 

Announcement of nominations for U.S. Attorney 
for the District of Connecticut and U.S. Marshal 
for the Eastern District of Virginia 

Released September 24 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Announcement of nomination for a Judge of 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 3287 and H.R. 
5207 

Released September 25 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Indiana 

Released September 26 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Transcript of remarks by Homeland Security Di-
rector Tom Ridge to the U.S. Conference of 
Mayors 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Texas 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
an interagency delegation to North Korea 

Fact sheet: Corporate Fraud Conference Spon-
sored by President’s Corporate Fraud Task 
Force 

Released September 27 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Transcript of an addendum to the press gaggle 
by Assistant Press Secretary Reed Dickens 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Louisiana 

Announcement: White House Conference on 
Missing, Exploited, and Runaway Children 
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Released September 30 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Released October 1 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Mississippi 

Advance text of remarks by National Security 
Adviser Condoleezza Rice to the Manhattan In-
stitute’s Wriston Lecture 

Released October 2 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Fact sheet: White House Conference on Miss-
ing, Exploited, and Runaway Children 

Released October 3 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Fact sheet: Presidential National Security Au-
thority and the Federal Workforce 

Released October 4 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Transcript of an addendum to the press gaggle 
by Press Secretary Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Louisiana 

Statement of U.S. Labor Secretary Elaine L. 
Chao on the Work Stoppage at the West Coast 
Ports 

Announcement by National Economic Council 
Director Larry Lindsey on the appointment of 
Doug Badger as Special Assistant to the Presi-
dent for Economic Policy 

Announcement by White House Communica-
tions Director Dan Bartlett on the appointment 
of Suzy DeFrancis as Deputy Assistant to the 
President for Communications 

Released October 5 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 
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Released October 7 

Advance text of the President’s address to the 
Nation on Iraq 

Excerpts From the President’s Address to the 
Nation on Iraq 

Fact sheet: The President Takes Action To Pro-
tect America’s Economy and American Jobs 

Released October 8 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary on Israeli mili-
tary action in Gaza 

Released October 9 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Alabama 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 640 

Released October 10 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary on House of 
Representatives action on the defense appropria-
tions conference report 

Announcement of nominations for U.S. District 
Judges for the Central District of California, the 
Northern District of Ohio, the Eastern District 
of Tennessee, and the Western District of Ten-
nessee 

Released October 11 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed S. 238 and S. 1325 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.J. Res. 122 

Fact sheet: American Assistance to the People 
of Afghanistan 

Released October 14 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Scott McClellan 

Released October 15 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Transcript of remarks by Homeland Security Di-
rector Tom Ridge in a press availability 

Fact sheet: White House Conference on Minor-
ity Homeownership 

Text of a letter from the President’s Cabinet 
to Senate leaders on proposed legislation to es-
tablish the Department of Homeland Security 

Released October 16 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary on the Israeli 
economy 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 3214 and H.R. 
3838 

Released October 17 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Press Secretary: President 
Sanchez de Lozada of Bolivia To Visit Wash-
ington 

Released October 18 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.J. Res. 123 

Released October 19 

Fact sheet: President Takes Action To Protect 
Pensions and Retirement Security for All Ameri-
cans 

Released October 21 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Fact sheet: President Takes Action To Lower 
Prescription Drug Prices by Improving Access 
to Generic Drugs 

Released October 22 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

2265 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 01114 Fmt 1238 Sfmt 1238 E:\HR\OC\193761.028 193761

Appendix C / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of Prime 
Minister Peter Medgyessy of Hungary 

Released October 23 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Transcript of a press briefing by National Secu-
rity Adviser Condoleezza Rice on the President’s 
upcoming meeting with President Jiang Zemin 
of China and the upcoming Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation forum 

Fact sheet: Increasing Online Safety for Amer-
ica’s Children 

Released October 24 

Transcripts of press gaggles by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Released October 26 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Transcript of a press briefing by Secretary of 
State Colin L. Powell on the Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation forum in Los Cabos, Mexico 

Fact sheet: Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(APEC): Overview and Background 

Fact sheet: APEC Leaders Meeting—Day One, 
U.S. Accomplishments 

Fact sheet: Enterprise for ASEAN Initiative 

Fact sheet: Secure Trade in the APEC Region 
(‘‘STAR’’) 

Fact sheet: Better Health Care for All Ameri-
cans 

Released October 27 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Fact sheet: APEC Leaders’ Retreat #1: 
Counterterrorism 

Fact sheet: APEC Leaders Meeting—Day Two, 
U.S. Accomplishments 

Released October 28 

Transcripts of press gaggles by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Election of 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva as President of Brazil 

Released October 29 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Released October 30 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that on October 29 the President signed H.R. 
669, H.R. 670, H.R. 3034, H.R. 3738, H.R. 
3739, H.R. 3740, H.R. 4102, H.R. 4717, H.R. 
4755, H.R. 4794, H.R. 4797, and H.R. 4851 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.J. Res. 113, H.R. 
2486, H.R. 5647, S. 1270, S. 1339, S. 1646, 
and S. 2558 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by His 
Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei 

Fact sheet: President Bush Announces His Plan 
To Ensure Timely Consideration of Judicial 
Nominees 

Released October 31 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Scott McClellan 

Released November 1 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary on 
the earthquake in Campobasso, Italy 

Released November 2 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 2215, H.R. 4967, 
H.R. 5542, and H.R. 5596 

Released November 3 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Released November 4 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 
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Released November 5 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 2245, H.R. 2733, 
and H.R. 3656 

Released November 6 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Texas 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary an-
nouncing that the President signed H.R. 4013, 
H.R. 4014, H.R. 5200, H.R. 5308, H.R. 5333, 
H.R. 5336, and H.R. 5340 

Released November 7 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 3253, H.R. 4015, 
H.R. 5205, and H.R. 5574 

Transcript of remarks by Mrs. Laura Bush in 
a telephone conversation with Ms. Effie Hobby, 
a Connecticut resident who had voted in every 
election since 1920, when women gained voting 
rights 

Released November 10 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary on 
the start of construction of the Kabul-Kandahar-
Herat highway in Afghanistan 

Released November 12 

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy Press 
Secretary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary on 
disaster assistance to Alaska 

Released November 13 

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy Press 
Secretary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary: Meet-
ing With President-Elect Luiz Inacio Lula da 
Silva of Brazil 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary an-
nouncing that the President signed S. 1210 and 
S. 2690 

Released November 14 

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy Press 
Secretary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary on 
disaster assistance to Alabama 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary on 
disaster assistance to Mississippi 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary on 
disaster assistance to Tennessee 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary: U.S.-
Japan Private Sector/Government Commission 
Holds Wide-Ranging Discussions on Economic 
Reform 

Announcement of nominations for U.S. Marshals 
for the District of Nevada and the Middle Dis-
trict of North Carolina 

Released November 15 

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy Press 
Secretary Scott McClellan 

Transcript of a press briefing by National Secu-
rity Adviser Condoleezza Rice on the President’s 
upcoming trip to the NATO summit 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary: Inter-
American Convention Against Terrorism 

Released November 16 

Fact sheet: News About the War Against Terror 

Released November 18 

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy Press 
Secretary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary on 
disaster assistance to Ohio 

Released November 19 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Announcement of nominations for U.S. Attor-
neys for the District of Guam and the Northern 
Mariana Islands and the District of Puerto Rico 

Released November 21 

Transcript of a press briefing by National Secu-
rity Adviser Condoleezza Rice on the NATO 
Summit in Prague, Czech Republic 

Fact sheet: Czech Republic: Military Deploy-
ments Abroad 
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Fact sheet: Bush Administration Review of De-
fense Trade Export Policy and National Security 

Fact sheet: NATO: Building New Capabilities 
for New Challenges 

Fact sheet: NATO-Russia Relations 

Released November 22 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Released November 23 

Fact sheet: Lithuania: Military Deployments 
Abroad 

Fact sheet: Romania: Military Deployments 
Abroad 

Released November 25 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.J. Res. 124 

Announcement of nominations for Secretary, 
Deputy Secretary, and Under Secretary for Bor-
der and Transportation Security at the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security 

Released November 26 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by Presi-
dent Rahmonov of Tajikistan to Washington 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by Presi-
dent Voronin of the Republic of Moldova to 
Washington 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 2546, H.R. 3389, 
H.R. 4878, H.R. 5349, and S. 3044 

Fact sheet: A Record of Accomplishment for 
America 

Released November 27 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 1070, H.R. 3340, 
and H.R. 3394 

Released December 2 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Meeting With 
Kenyan President Moi and Ethiopian Prime 
Minister Meles 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
the appointments of Elliott Abrams as Special 
Assistant to the President and Senior Director 
for Near East and North African Affairs and 
Flynt Leverett as Senior Director for Middle 
East Initiatives at the National Security Council 

Statement by the Press Secretary on appoint-
ment of Special Envoy and Ambassador at Large 
for Free Iraqis 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 2621, H.R. 3758, 
H.R. 3988, H.R. 4727, H.R. 5590, H.R. 5708, 
H.R. 5716, H.J. Res. 117, and S. 3156 

Released December 3 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Released December 4 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Transcript of remarks by National Security Ad-
viser Condoleezza Rice at the Karamah Iftaar 
Dinner 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of Prime 
Minister Paavo Lipponen of Finland 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of Presi-
dent Jose Maria Aznar of Spain 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Alaska 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed S. 2712, H.R.727, H.R. 
2595, H.R. 5469, S. 1010, S. 1226, S. 1907, 
S. 1946, S. 2239, S.J.Res. 53, and H.R. 5504 

Released December 5 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Released December 6 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 
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Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed S. 1240 and S. 2237 

Fact sheet: U.S.-Canada Smart Border/30 Point 
Action Plan Update 

Released December 7 

Statement by the Press Secretary on the Iraqi 
regime’s report to the United Nations Moni-
toring, Verification, and Inspection Commission 

Released December 9 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Guam 

Announcement of nomination for Secretary of 
the Treasury 

Released December 10 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Announcement of nomination for Chairman of 
the Securities and Exchange Commission 

Released December 11 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary on the Execu-
tive order establishing the President’s Commis-
sion on the U.S. Postal Service 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to the Northern Mariana Islands 

Transcript of a press briefing by Agriculture 
Secretary Ann M. Veneman, Interior Secretary 
Gale A. Norton, Council on Environmental 
Quality Chairman Jim Connaughton, U.S. Forest 
Service Chief Dale Bosworth, and Assistant Sec-
retary of the Interior Rebecca Watson on the 
Healthy Forests Initiative 

Fact sheet: Reducing the Threat of Catastrophic 
Wildfires and Improving Forest Health 

Released December 12 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to North Carolina 

Fact sheet: Progress for the President’s Compas-
sion Agenda 

Announcement of appointment of Assistant to 
the President for Economic Policy and Director 
of the National Economic Council 

Released December 13 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary: U.S. Reaf-
firms Support for OAS Secretary General’s Ef-
forts in Venezuela and Calls for Early Elections 

Statement by the Press Secretary: European 
Union Enlargement 

Statement by the Press Secretary: European 
Union Enlargement and Turkey 

Statement by the Press Secretary on the Presi-
dent’s upcoming trip to Africa 

Transcript of a press briefing by Homeland Se-
curity Secretary-designate Tom Ridge, Health 
and Human Services Secretary Tommy G. 
Thompson, Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention Director Julie Gerberding, National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Di-
rector Anthony S. Fauci, Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for Health Affairs William 
Winkenwerder, Principal Deputy Secretary of 
State for Political and Military Affairs Gregory 
Suchan, and State Department Office of Med-
ical Services Director Cedric Dumont on the 
President’s smallpox vaccination plan 

Fact sheet: Protecting Americans: Smallpox Vac-
cination Program 

Released December 16 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 38, H.R. 308, 
H.R. 451, H.R. 706, H.R. 1712, H.R. 1776, H.R. 
1814, H.R. 1870, H.R. 1906, and H.R. 1925 

Released December 17 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Transcript of a townhall meeting for future De-
partment of Homeland Security employees 
hosted by Homeland Security Secretary-des-
ignate Tom Ridge 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Iraqi Opposi-
tion Conference, London, December 2002 
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Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 3180, H.R. 3401, 
H.R. 3449, H.R. 3609, H.R. 3858, H.R. 4692, 
H.R. 4823, H.R. 5125, H.R. 5738, H.R. 2099, 
H.R. 2109, H.R. 2115, H.R. 2187, H.R. 2385, 
H.R. 2628, H.R. 2818, H.R. 2828, H.R. 2937, 
and H.R. 2990 

Released December 18 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary commending 
the Federal Trade Commission for voting to cre-
ate a national Do-Not-Call Registry 

Released December 19 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary: President 
Bush Congratulates President-Elect Roh Moo-
hyun of South Korea 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 3048, H.R. 3747, 
H.R. 3909, H.R. 3954, H.R. 4129, H.R. 4638, 
H.R. 4682, H.R. 4750, H.R. 4874, H.R. 4944, 
H.R. 4953, H.R. 5099, H.R. 5436, and H.R. 
5472 

Released December 20 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary 
Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary on resched-
uling of the President’s upcoming trip to Africa 

Released December 27 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Scott McClellan 

Released December 30 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary on 
the U.S. delegation to the inauguration of Presi-
dent-elect Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil 
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This appendix lists Presidential documents released by the Office of the Press Secretary and pub-
lished in the Federal Register. The texts of the documents are printed in the Federal Register (F.R.) 
at the citations listed below. The documents are also printed in title 3 of the Code of Federal Regula-
tions and in the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents. 

PROCLAMATIONS 

Proc. Date Subject 67 F.R. 
No. 2002 Page 

7576 July 3 To Provide for the Efficient and Fair Administration of Safe-
guard Measures on Imports of Certain Steel Products .......... 45285

7608 Oct. 11 National Cystic Fibrosis Awareness Week, 2002 ......................... 64027
7609 Oct. 11 National School Lunch Week, 2002 ............................................. 64029

7577 July 17 Captive Nations Week, 2002 ......................................................... 47677
7578 July 26 National Korean War Veterans Armistice Day, 2002 ................. 49551
7579 July 26 Anniversary of the Americans With Disabilities Act, 2002 ......... 49555
7580 July 26 Parents’ Day, 2002 ......................................................................... 49557
7581 July 29 The Bicentennial of the United States Patent and Trademark 

Office, 2002 ................................................................................ 49559
7582 Aug. 14 National Airborne Day, 2002 ........................................................ 53723
7583 Aug. 16 National Health Center Week, 2002 ............................................ 53873
7584 Aug. 23 Women’s Equality Day, 2002 ........................................................ 55317
7585 Aug. 28 To Implement an Agreement Regarding Imports of Line Pipe 

Under Section 203 of the Trade Act of 1974 .......................... 56207
7586 Aug. 28 To Modify Duty-Free Treatment Under the Generalized Sys-

tem of Preferences for Argentina ............................................. 56211
7587 Aug. 30 National Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month, 2002 ..................... 56745
7588 Aug. 31 National Days of Prayer and Remembrance, 2002 ..................... 56893
7589 Sept. 4 National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery Month, 2002 .. 57123
7590 Sept. 4 Patriot Day, 2002 ........................................................................... 57125
7591 Sept. 13 National Hispanic Heritage Month, 2002 .................................... 58955
7592 Sept. 13 National Farm Safety and Health Week, 2002 ............................ 58957
7593 Sept. 13 National Historically Black Colleges and Universities Week, 

2002 ............................................................................................. 58959
7594 Sept. 16 Citizenship Day and Constitution Week, 2002 ............................ 59133
7595 Sept. 19 National POW/MIA Recognition Day, 2002 ................................ 60099
7596 Sept. 20 Minority Enterprise Development Week, 2002 .......................... 60101
7597 Sept. 20 Family Day, 2002 ........................................................................... 60103
7598 Sept. 27 Gold Star Mother’s Day, 2002 ...................................................... 62161
7599 Oct. 1 National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, 2002 ........................ 62165
7600 Oct. 1 National Disability Employment Awareness Month, 2002 ......... 62167
7601 Oct. 1 National Domestic Violence Awareness Month, 2002 ................ 62169
7602 Oct. 4 Fire Prevention Week, 2002 ......................................................... 62863
7603 Oct. 4 Child Health Day, 2002 ................................................................. 62865
7604 Oct. 4 German-American Day, 2002 ........................................................ 62867
7605 Oct. 8 Leif Erikson Day, 2002 ................................................................. 63527
7606 Oct. 9 Columbus Day, 2002 ..................................................................... 63811
7607 Oct. 10 General Pulaski Memorial Day, 2002 .......................................... 64025
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PROCLAMATIONS—Continued 

Proc. Date Subject 67 F.R. 
No. 2002 Page 

7610 Oct. 11 White Cane Safety Day, 2002 ....................................................... 64031
7611 Oct. 17 Year of Clean Water, 2002–2003 .................................................. 64787
7612 Oct. 18 National Character Counts Week, 2002 ....................................... 65281
7613 Oct. 18 National Forest Products Week, 2002 .......................................... 65283
7614 Oct. 23 United Nations Day, 2002 ............................................................. 65869
7615 Oct. 29 National Family Caregivers Month, 2002 .................................... 67087
7616 Oct. 31 To Implement the Andean Trade Promotion and Drug Eradi-

cation Act .................................................................................... 67283
7617 Oct. 31 National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month, 2002 .............. 67293
7618 Oct. 31 National Diabetes Month, 2002 .................................................... 67295
7619 Nov. 1 National Adoption Month, 2002 ................................................... 67771
7620 Nov. 1 National American Indian Heritage Month, 2002 ...................... 67773
7621 Nov. 1 National Hospice Month, 2002 ..................................................... 67775
7622 Nov. 5 In Celebration of the Centennial of the West Wing of the 

White House, 2002 .................................................................... 68017
7623 Nov. 6 Veterans Day, 2002 ........................................................................ 68751
7624 Nov. 8 National Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve Week, 

2002 ............................................................................................. 68921
7625 Nov. 8 World Freedom Day, 2002 ........................................................... 69117
7626 Nov. 13 To Implement Modifications to the Carribean Basin Economic 

Recovery Act and the African Growth and Opportunity Act 69459
7627 Nov. 14 America Recycles Day, 2002 ......................................................... 69657
7628 Nov. 21 Thanksgiving Day, 2002 ................................................................. 70831
7629 Nov. 22 National Farm-City Week, 2002 ................................................... 70833
7630 Nov. 22 National Family Week, 2002 ......................................................... 71067
7631 Nov. 27 World AIDS Day, 2002 ................................................................. 72089
7632 Dec. 3 National Drunk and Drugged Driving Prevention Month, 2002 72551
7633 Dec. 6 National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, 2002 ....................... 76103
7634 Dec. 9 Human Rights Day, Bill of Rights Day, and Human Rights 

Week, 2002 ................................................................................. 76669
7635 Dec. 16 Wright Brothers Day, 2002 ........................................................... 77905

EXECUTIVE ORDERS 

E.O. Date Subject 67 F.R. 
No. 2002 Page 

13268 July 2 Termination of Emergency With Respect to the Taliban and 
Amendment of Executive Order 13224 of September 23, 
2001 ............................................................................................. 44751

13269 July 3 Expedited Naturalization of Aliens and Noncitizen Nationals 
Serving in an Active-Duty Status During the War on Ter-
rorism .......................................................................................... 45287

13271 July 9 Establishment of the Corporate Fraud Task Force .................... 46091
13272 Aug. 13 Proper Consideration of Small Entities in Agency Rulemaking 53461

13270 July 3 Tribal Colleges and Universities ................................................... 45288
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EXECUTIVE ORDERS—Continued 

E.O. 
No. 

Date 
2002 Subject 67 F.R. 

Page 

13273 Aug. 21 Further Amending Executive Order 10173, as Amended, Pre-
scribing Regulations Relating to the Safeguarding of Vessels, 
Harbors, Ports, and Waterfront Facilities of the United 
States ........................................................................................... 56215 

13274 Sept. 18 Environmental Stewardship and Transportation Infrastructure 
Project Reviews .......................................................................... 59449 

13275 Oct. 7 Creating a Board of Inquiry To Report on Certain Labor Dis-
putes Affecting the Maritime Industry of the United States 62869 

13276 Nov. 15 Delegation of Responsibilities Concerning Undocumented 
Aliens Interdicted or Intercepted in the Caribbean Region .. 69985 

13277 Nov. 19 Delegation of Certain Authorities and Assignment of Certain 
Functions Under the Trade Act of 2002 .................................. 70305 

13278 Dec. 11 President’s Commission on the United States Postal Service .... 76671 
13279 Dec. 12 Equal Protection of the Laws for Faith-Based and Community 

Organizations .............................................................................. 77141 
13280 Dec. 12 Responsibilities of the Department of Agriculture and the 

Agency for International Development With Respect to 
Faith-Based and Community Initiatives ................................... 77145 

13281 Dec. 19 Half-Day Closing of Executive Departments and Agencies of 
the Federal Government on Tuesday, December 24, 2002 ... 78319 

68 F.R. 
Page 

13282 Dec. 31 Adjustments of Certain Rates of Pay ........................................... 1133 

OTHER PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 

Doc. 
No. 

Date 
2002 Subject 67 F.R. 

Page 

July 2 Memorandum: Delegation of Authority Under Section 124 of 
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2001 46575 

02–25 July 9 Presidential Determination: Delegation of Authority Under 
Sections 2(d) and 2(f) of the Migration and Refugee Assist-
ance Act of 1962, as Amended ................................................. 47437 

July 23 Memorandum: Delegation of Authority With Respect to Con-
cluding Amendments to the July 12, 1999, Agreement Con-
cerning Trade in Certain Steel Products From the Russian 
Federation ................................................................................... 48741 

July 30 Notice: Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect 
to Iraq ......................................................................................... 50341 
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OTHER PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS—Continued 

Doc. 
No. 

Date 
2002 Subject 67 F.R. 

Page 

02–27 Aug. 7 Presidential Determination: Presidential Determination on 
Waiver of Restrictions on Assistance to Russia Under the 

02–28 

02–29 

Aug. 14 

Aug. 14 

Aug. 30 

Cooperative Threat Reduction Act of 1993 and Title V of 
the FREEDOM Support Act .................................................... 

Notice: Continuation of Emergency Regarding Export Control 
Regulations ................................................................................. 
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Cabinet 
See also specific position 
Members, meetings with President—1325, 

1646, 2071, 2246 



California 
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Exploited, and Runaway—1353, 1354, 1702, 
1706, 2235 

Chile 
Free trade agreement with U.S.—2245 
President—2245 

China 
Human rights—1897 
President—1851, 1897, 2043, 2215, 2226, 

2231, 2238 
Relations with Taiwan—1897 

Christian Schools, American Association of— 
2231 

Christmas—2169, 2196, 2209, 2246, 2247 
Civil justice system, lawsuits—2133 

Subject Index 

Civil rights, religious groups, nondiscrimination 
efforts—2187 

Coast Guard, U.S. See Transportation, Depart-
ment of 

Colleges and universities. See specific institution; 
Education 

Colombia 
Antinarcotics campaign, U.S. individuals in-
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U.S. assistance—1646, 1657 

Colorado 
Governor—1676 
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Commerce, U.S. Chamber of—2241 
Commission. See other part of subject 
Committee. See other part of subject 
Commodity Credit Corporation. See Agriculture, 

Department of 
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2242
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1318 
Environmental Protection Agency—1160, 1203, 

1318, 1429, 1621, 2122 
Environmental Quality, Council on—1430, 1437, 

1438, 2245 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission— 

1302 
Equatorial Guinea, relations with U.S.—1644 
Estonia 

NATO membership—2117 
President—2117, 2243 
Prime Minister—2086, 2227, 2230 

Ethiopia 
Prime Minister—2166, 2181, 2244 
U.S. assistance—2167, 2182 

Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council—2243 
Europe. See specific country 
European Union—1258, 2231, 2245 
Export Administration Act—1171 
Export-Import Bank of the U.S.—1774, 2235 
Exports, U.S. See Commerce, international 

A–6 

Faith-Based and Community Initiatives, Office 
of—2212 

Faith-Based and Community Initiatives, White 
House Conference on—2184 

Faith-based and community organizations initia-
tives. See Government agencies and employ-
ees 

Fannie Mae. See Mortgage Association, Federal 
National 

FBI. See Justice, Department of 
Federal. See other part of subject 
FEMA. See Emergency Management Agency, 

Federal 
Fine Arts, Commission of—2228 
Finland, Prime Minister—2244 
Firefighting, Medal of Valor Review Board for— 

2245 
Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. See Interior, De-

partment of the—1073 
Flight 93 National Memorial Act—2234 
Florida 

Governor—1826, 1988, 2240 
President’s visits—1825, 1988, 2237, 2239 
Read-Pattillo Elementary School in New 

Smyrna Beach—1825, 2237 
Republican Party event—2237 

Food and Agriculture Development, Board for 
International—2222 

Food and Drug Administration. See Health and 
Human Services, Department of 

Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board, Presi-
dent’s—2231 

Foreign Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal Year, 
2003—1397 

France 
Ambassador to U.S.—2244 
Evacuation of U.S. citizens in Cote d’Ivoire, 

role—2234 
President—2231, 2234, 2236, 2242 

Freddie Mac. See Home Loan Mortgage 
Coporation, Federal 

Freedom Corps, USA—1322, 2222 
Freedom, Presidential Medal of—1199 
Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board, J. Wil-

liam—2236 
Future Farmers of America Organization, Na-

tional—2225 

Gabon, relations with U.S.—1644 
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1613, 1614 

Community health centers—1901 
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2247
Health, National Institutes of. See Health and 

Human Services, Department of 
Help America Vote Act of 2002—1926, 1927 
High Point University, High Point, NC—1287 
Hispanic Americans 

See also specific subject 
Education—1468
Leaders, meeting with President—1716 
Student visas—1469 

Hispanic Americans, President’s Advisory Com-
mission on Educational Excellence for—1467, 
1469

Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, U.S.—1831 
Hispanic Heritage Month, National—1773 
Hispanic Scholarship Fund—2235 
Historic Preservation, Advisory Council on— 

2224
Historical Publications and Records Commis-

sion, National—2225 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities, 

President’s Board of Advisors on—2233 
Holocaust Memorial Council, U.S.—2228 
Home Loan Mortgage Corporation, Federal 

(Freddie Mac)—1810 
Homeland security. See Defense and national 

security 
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Homeland Security, Department of 
Establishment—2125, 2128, 2131, 2136 
Inspector General—2246 
Proposed—1202, 1249, 1250, 1259, 1278, 

1286, 1299, 1305, 1546, 1558, 2067, 2080, 
2095, 2233 

Secretary—2125, 2128 
Under Secretary—2246 

Homeland Security, Office of—1619 
Homeland Security Act of 2002—2125, 2128 
Homeland Security Advisory Council—2125 
Homeland Security Council—2225 
Homeland Security Science and Technology Ad-

visory Committee—2129 
Honduras, stolen vehicle treaty with U.S.—1522 
Housing, minority homeownership—1807-1809 
Housing and Urban Development, Department 

of 
Assistant Secretary—2235 
Deputy Secretary—1153, 1808 
Secretary—1302, 1608, 1807, 1913, 1989, 

2185, 2212 
Human rights. See specific country 
Humanities, National Council on the—2236 
Humanities, National Endowment for the. See 

Arts and Humanities, National Foundation on 
the 

Hungary 
Ambassador to U.S.—2234 
Prime Minister—2238, 2240 

Hydrographic Services Improvement Act of 
1998, reauthorization—2206 

IAEA. See Atomic Energy Agency, International 
Iceland, Ambassador to U.S.—2244 
Idaho, Governor—1435, 1437 
Illinois 

Governor—1278 
President’s visits—1275, 1277, 1993 

Imagery and Mapping Agency, National. See 
Defense, Department of 

Immigration and naturalization 
See also specific country or region 
Policy—2051 
Refugees—1617 

Immigration and Naturalization Service. See Jus-
tice, Department of 

Independence Day—1162, 1174, 1181, 2221 
India, Prime Minister—2232 
Indian Gaming Commission, National—2230 
Indiana 

Disaster assistance—2234 
President’s visits—1543, 1550, 1939, 2239 
Republican Party event—1550 

Indians, Office of the Special Trustee for Amer-
ican. See Interior, Department of the 

Indonesia 
Peace agreement—2175 
President—1788, 2175, 2224, 2232, 2237, 

2238 
Terrorist attack in Bali—1785, 1786, 1788, 

1848, 2237, 2238 
Infrastructure Advisory Council, National—2233, 

2241 
Intelligence. See Central Intelligence Agency; 

Defense and national security 
Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 

2003—2139, 2140 
Interior, Department of the 

Assistant Secretary—2123 
Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S.—2145 
Indians, Office of the Special Trustee for 

American—2225 
Park Service, National—1172, 2169 
Secretary—1172, 1322, 1417, 1436, 1438, 

1440, 1482, 1579, 1783, 1932, 2144, 2245 
Internal Revenue Service Oversight Board— 

2241 
International. See other part of subject 
Internet Crimes Against Children Task Forces— 

1874 
Investigation, Federal Bureau of. See Justice, 

Department of 
Iowa 

Governor—1405 
President’s visits—1404, 1410, 1586, 1592, 

2012, 2227, 2232, 2239 
Republican Party events—1410, 1592 

Iran 
Democracy and human rights—1223, 2211 
Relations with Russia—1232 
U.S. national emergency—1172, 2068, 2069 

Iraq 
Congressional resolution authorizing the use 

of U.S. military force—1618, 1707, 1735, 
1756, 1778, 1779, 1812, 1814, 2233, 2235 

President—1190, 1192, 1332, 1372, 1426, 
1434, 1560, 1581, 1582, 1611, 1617, 1647, 
1657, 1672, 1696, 1700, 1701, 1707, 1736, 
1752, 1788, 1789, 1812, 1816, 1851, 2053, 
2063, 2081, 2087, 2097, 2109, 2147, 2162, 
2208, 2216 

Relations with Israel—1816 
Relations with U.S.—1372, 1701 
United Nations Security Council resolutions— 

1576, 1581, 1585, 1754, 1813, 1816, 1897, 
2053, 2056, 2087, 2113, 2147, 2234, 2239-
2242 
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Iraq—Continued
United Nations weapons inspections—1754, 

2053, 2239, 2242 
U.S. military role—1426 
U.S. national emergency—1328, 1329 
U.S. Special Envoy and Ambassador at Large 

for Free Iraqis—2244 
Weapons of mass destruction, development— 

1524, 1559, 1576, 1664, 1696, 1701, 1752, 
1813, 1814, 1897, 2147, 2208, 2216 

Ireland 
Ambassador to U.S.—2234 
Mutual legal assistance treaty with U.S.—1213 
Prime Minister—1798 

Ireland, Northern. See Northern Ireland 
Israel

See also Middle East 
Ambassador to U.S.—2225 
Foreign Minister—2225 
Prime Minister—1815, 2222 
Relations with Iraq—1816 
Terrorist attacks—1263, 1330, 1331, 2142, 

2243
Italy, Prime Minister—1582, 1584, 2232 

Japan
Prime Minister—1578, 1899, 1903, 2229, 

2232, 2233, 2238 
Relations with U.S.—1903 

John F. Kennedy Center Plaza Authorization Act 
of 2002—1616 

Joint Chiefs of Staff. See Defense, Department 
of

Jordan
See also Middle East 
Ambassador to U.S.—2234 
King—1330, 1332, 2222, 2223 
Minister of Foreign Affairs—1269 

Judiciary
See also specific court 
Federal court nominations—1543, 1717, 1929, 

1931, 1975, 2050, 2223, 2236 
Pay—2218
Judicial confirmation process—1929 

Justice, Department of 
Assistant Attorneys General—1666, 2128, 

2242
Associate Attorney General—2244 
Attorney General—1203, 1299, 1302, 1320, 

1353, 1621, 1666, 1703, 1705, 1773, 1834, 
1930, 2010, 2129, 2212 

Corporate Fraud Task Force—1196, 1305, 
1320, 1666, 2223 

Deputy Attorney General—1196, 1666, 1873 

Subject Index 

Justice, Department of—Continued 
Drug Enforcement Administration—2126 
Funding—2010, 2074 
Immigration and Naturalization Service— 

1563, 2080, 2243 
Investigation, Federal Bureau of (FBI)—2221, 

1320, 1353, 1703, 1751, 1788, 1872, 1874, 
2216, 2237, 2238, 2239 

Juvenile Justice and Delinquency, Office of— 
1703

Science and Technology, Office of—2128 

Kazakhstan, normal trade relations status—1174 
Kennedy Center. See Smithsonian Institution 
Kentucky 

Governor—1299, 1530 
President’s visits—1530, 1537, 1963, 2231, 

2239
Republican Party event—1537 

Kenya
Elections—2218
President—2166, 2181, 2218, 2243, 2244 
Terrorist attacks in Mombasa—2142, 2166 
U.S. assistance—2167 

Korea, North 
Chairman—1851, 1899, 1903, 2217 
Nuclear weapons, development—1851, 1897, 

1899, 1903, 2043, 2078, 2215 
Relations with U.S.—2215 

Korea, South 
Deaths during U.S. military training exercise 

in Seoul—2246 
President—1903, 2215, 2234, 2238, 2246 
President-elect—2246
Relations with North Korea—2229, 2234 
Relations with U.S.—1903, 2246 

Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organi-
zation—2078 

Kwanzaa—2209 
Kyrgyzstan 

President—2225, 2234 
Relations with U.S.—1643 

Labor, Department of 
Assistant Secretaries—1343, 2122 
Secretary—1302, 1320, 1343, 1518, 1530, 

1666, 1772, 2121, 2133, 2212 
Solicitor—2243

Labor issues 
See also specific industry; Employment and 

unemployment 
Baseball labor dispute—1425 
Collective bargaining—1720 
Pacific coast ports, labor disputes—1701, 

1772, 1773, 1784, 2120, 2236 
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Labor Relations Authority, Federal—2221, 2230 
Labor Relations Board, National—2235 
Latin America. See specific country 
Latin American Citizens, League of United 

(LULAC)—2235 
Latvia

NATO membership—2117 
President—1177, 2117, 2243 
Prime Minister—1177 

Law enforcement and crime 
See also Civil justice system; Drug abuse and 

trafficking; Judiciary 
Corporate fraud—1196, 1247, 1666, 1667 
Extradition treaties—1212 
International trafficking in persons, efforts to 

combat—1704
Internet safety efforts for children—1872, 

1874, 2238 
Legal assistance treaties—1213, 1247, 1248, 

1556
Missing and exploited children—1702, 1704, 

1705
Sniper attacks in greater Washington, DC, 

area—1751, 1788, 1896, 2238 
Stolen vehicle treaties—1522 

Lebanon, Prime Minister—2242 
Legal Services Corporation—2241 
Legal system. See Civil justice system; Judiciary 
Legislative Exchange Council, American—2245 
Lewis and Clark Bicentennial—1172 
Liberia, U.S. national emergency—1283 
Libya, U.S. national emergency—1329 
Liechtenstein, mutual legal assistance treaty with 

U.S.—1556 
Lithuania

NATO membership—2117 
President—2115, 2117, 2243 
President Bush’s visit—2115, 2117, 2243 
Prime Minister—2115 

Louisiana
Disaster assistance—2235, 2236 
Governor—2151, 2156 
President’s visit—2150, 2156 
Republican Party event—2156 

Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program. 
See Health and Human Services, Department 
of 

LULAC. See Latin American Citizens, League 
of United 

Maine
Governor—1299
President’s visits—1178, 1335, 1337, 1342, 

1861, 2222, 2226, 2235, 2236 

Maine—Continued
Republican Party events—1337, 1861 

Management and Budget, Office of—1161, 
1523, 2074, 2096, 2129, 2212, 2230 

Management Excellence, Presidential Awards 
for—2122

Maritime affairs 
Pacific coast ports, labor disputes—1701, 

1772, 1773, 1784, 2120, 2236 
Seaports, security efforts—2132 

Maritime Transportation Security Act of 2002— 
2132

Maryland
Camp Greentop—2223 
President’s visits—1584, 1708, 2040, 2221, 

2223, 2224, 2226, 2231-2233, 2236, 2237, 
2240, 2242, 2244, 2246, 2247 

Republican Party event—1708 
Sniper attacks—1751, 1787, 1896, 2238 

Massachusetts 
President’s visit—1727 
Republican Party event—1727 

Medal. See other part of subject 
Mediation and Conciliation Service, Federal— 

2121
Mediation Board, National—2221 
Medical care. See Health and medical care 
Medical Device User Fee and Modernization 

Act of 2002—1912 
Medicare and Medicaid. See Health and Human 

Services, Department of 
Mental Retardation, President’s Committee on— 

2230, 2234 
Merit Systems Protection Board—2221, 2227 
Mexico

Ambassador to U.S.—1774 
President—1426, 1902, 2227, 2231, 2238, 

2239
President Bush’s visit—1902, 2238 
Relations with U.S.—1426 
U.S. Ambassador—2223 

Michigan
Governor—1264, 1267, 1563, 1799 
President’s visits—1264, 1267, 1562, 1790, 

1799, 2223, 2231, 2237 
Republican Party events—1799, 2237 

Micronesia, disaster assistance—2223 
Middle East 

See also specific country; Palestinian Authority 
Peace efforts—1189, 1192, 1233, 1257, 1269, 

1325, 1331, 1342, 1648, 1815, 2108, 2207, 
2222, 2229, 2242, 2246 

Terrorists threatening peace efforts, U.S. na-
tional emergency—1329 
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Military Construction Appropriations Act, 
2003—1868, 1871 

Minnesota
President’s visits—1207, 1215, 1839, 1999, 

2222
Republican Party event—1215 

Minority business. See Business and industry 
Minority Homeownership, White House Con-

ference on—1807 
Missing and Exploited Children, National Cen-

ter for—1353, 1703 
Missing, Exploited, and Runaway Children, 

White House Conference on—1353, 1354, 
1702, 1706, 2235 

Mississippi
Disaster assistance—2235, 2241 
Madison Central High School in Madison— 

1357, 2227 
President’s visit—1357, 1364, 2227 
Republican Party event—1364 
Vicksburg National Military Park, boundary 

modification—1783
Mississippi River Commission—2233 
Missouri, President’s visits—1832, 2019 
Moldova

Normal trade relations status—1174 
President—2199, 2243, 2246 
Relations with U.S.—2199 

Monetary Fund, International—2225 
Montana

Disaster assistance—2221 
Governor—1437, 1440 

Morris K. Udall Scholarship and Excellence in 
National Environmental Policy Foundation— 
2222

Mortgage Association, Federal National (Fannie 
Mae)—1810 

Museum Services Board, National—2230 

NASA. See Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, National 

National. See other part of subject 
Native Americans 

Housing—1810 
Tribal colleges and universities—2221 

Native Americans, Administration for—2221 
NATO. See North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
Navy, Department of the 

Petroleum Reserve. See Energy
Secretary—2058, 2126 

Netherlands 
Prime Minister—2233 
Social Security agreement with U.S.—1170 

New Hampshire 
Governor—1737 

Subject Index 

New Hampshire—Continued 
President’s visits—1736, 1744, 1956, 2239 
Republican Party event—1744 

New Jersey 
Governor—1630
President’s visit—1630, 1636 
Republican Party event—1636 

New Mexico 
President’s visits—1482, 1489, 1912, 2238 
Republican Party event—1489 

New Year’s Day—2219 
New York 

Governor—1270
President’s visits—1194, 1270, 1570, 1572, 

1577, 1579, 1581, 2223, 2232 
Newspaper Association of America—2234 
Niagara Falls National Heritage Area Study 

Act—1932 
No Child Left Behind Act of 2001—1525 
Nobel laureates—2092 
Nobel Peace Prize—2236 
North American Wetlands Conservation Reau-

thorization Act—2144 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization—1177, 1229, 

1257, 1850, 2082, 2084, 2090, 2097, 2099, 
2101, 2110, 2117, 2119, 2231, 2241-2243, 
2247

North Carolina 
Disaster assistance—2246 
President’s visits—1287, 1294, 1876, 2225 
Republican Party event—1294 

North Dakota, disaster assistance—2232 
Northern Ireland, peace efforts—1286, 1798, 

2192
Northern Mariana Islands 

Disaster assistance—2227, 2245 
U.S. Special Representative—2232 

Norway, Ambassador to U.S.—2092 
Nuclear Security Administration, National. See 

Energy, Department of 
Nuclear weapons, U.S. reductions—2233 
Nurse Reinvestment Act of 2002—2225 

Occupational Safety and Health Review Com-
mission—2227, 2229, 2232 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Na-
tional. See Commerce, Department of 

Ohio
Disaster assistance—2242 
Governor—1153
President’s visits—1153, 1751 

Oil. See Energy
Oklahoma

President’s visit—1496, 2229 
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Oklahoma—Continued 
Republican Party event—1496 

Oklahoma City National Memorial Trust—2228 
OPIC. See Overseas Private Investment Cor-

poration 
Oregon

Governor—1435, 1437 
President’s visit—1435, 1439, 1448, 2228 
Republican Party event—1448 

Outstanding Young Farmer Awards, National— 
2222

Overseas Private Investment Corporation 
(OPIC)—2233

Pakistan
Ambassador to U.S.—2234 
President—1435, 1624, 2232 

Palestinian Authority—1257, 1326 
Palestinians 

See also Middle East 
Standard of living—2163 
Self-government—1326 

Paraguay, U.S. Ambassador—2230 
Park Service, National. See Interior, Department 

of the 
Peace Corps—1774, 2183 
Pecos River Commission—2228 
Pennsylvania

Coal miners rescued from Somerset mine— 
1342, 2226 

Governor—1342, 1518, 1950 
Green Tree Volunteer Fire Department in 

Green Tree—2226 
President’s visits—1342, 1345, 1517, 1853, 

1950, 2184, 2226, 2229, 2232, 2239, 2245 
Republican Party events—1345, 1853 

Personnel Management, Office of—1203, 1299, 
1303, 2122, 2125 

Peru, Ambassador to U.S.—2244 
Philippines

American missionaries held by Abu Sayyaf ter-
rorist group—1297, 2224 

President—2241
Physical Fitness and Sports, President’s Council 

on—1615
Poland

Banking—1230
Democracy—1226
President—1178, 1226, 1252, 1253, 1261, 

1263, 1264, 1267, 1583, 2223, 2233, 2247 
Relations with U.S.—1252, 1253, 1256, 1259, 

1261
Trade with U.S.—1253, 2247 
U.S. Ambassador—1265, 1268 

Portugal
Ambassador to U.S.—2244 
Prime Minister—1566, 2231 

Postal Rate Commission—2226, 2227 
Postal Service, President’s Commission on the 

U.S.—2245
Postal Service, U.S.—1874, 2227 
Prayer and Remembrance, National Days of— 

2231
Presidential. See other part of subject 
Project CARE—1358, 1516, 2227 
Public Broadcasting, Corporation for—2227 
Public Health Service. See Health and Human 

Services, Department of 

Radiation and Worker Health, Advisory Board 
on—2226

Radio Free Europe—2089 
Radio Liberty—2089 
Railroad Retirement Board—2121 
Ramadan—2038, 2052 
Red River Compact Commission—2225 
Regulatory reform. See Government agencies 

and employees 
Religious leaders, meetings with President— 

2222, 2231 
Republican Governors Association—1621 
Republican National Committee—2236, 2237, 

2240
Republican Party 

See also specific State 
Fundraisers—1215, 1240, 1294, 1313, 1337, 

1345, 1364, 1398, 1410, 1448, 1462, 1471, 
1477, 1489, 1496, 1509, 1537, 1550, 1592, 
1601, 1636, 1652, 1667, 1676, 1683, 1689, 
1708, 1727, 1744, 1764, 1799, 1819, 1853, 
1861, 1883, 2156, 2237 

Republican Senatorial Committee, National— 
1659

Reserve System, Federal—1230, 2072, 2225 
Retirement Thrift Investment Board, Federal— 

2241
Rio Grande Compact Commission—2240 
Rochester Community and Technical College in 

Rochester, MN—1839 
Romania

NATO membership—2117-2119 
President—2118, 2119, 2243 
President Bush’s visit—2118, 2119, 2243 
Prime Minister—2218 
Relations with U.S.—2082 

Rosh Hashanah—1557 
Rural Telephone Bank—2228, 2236 
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Russia 
Arms control negotiations and agreements— 

2233
Chechnya region—2084, 2104 
Conservation and management of Alaska-

Chukotka polar bear population, agreement 
with U.S.—1214 

Democracy—1232, 1875 
Hostage situation in Moscow—2084, 2105, 

2238
Minister of Defense—2233 
Minister of Foreign Affairs—2208, 2233 
Normal trade relations status—1174 
Nuclear proliferation, U.S. national emer-

gency—2202 
President—1232, 1456, 1582, 1585, 2042, 

2043, 2084, 2102, 2104, 2110, 2112, 2231, 
2233, 2238, 2240, 2244 

President Bush’s visit—2110, 2243 
Relations with Iran—1232 
Relations with U.S.—1229, 1232, 1259, 2084, 

2087, 2111 
Russia-U.S. energy dialogue—2112 
Trade with U.S.—1233, 1456 

Russian Democracy Act of 2002—1875 
Rwanda 

President—2232 
Relations with U.S.—1644 

Salary Council, Federal—2221 
Sao Tome and Principe, relations with U.S.— 

1644
Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002—1319, 1322 
Saudi Arabia 

Ambassador to U.S.—2229 
Crown Prince—2222, 2229, 2231 
Minister of Foreign Affairs—1269, 1578 

Scholars, Commission on Presidential—2235, 
2240

Schools. See specific institution 
Science and technology 

Advanced biotechnology, protection—1515 
Communications. See Communications 
Medical devices. See Health and medical care 

Science and Technology Policy, Office of—1221, 
1278, 2190 

Science Foundation Authorization Act of 2002, 
National—2206

Science Foundation, National—1221, 2206, 
2237, 2241 

Sears Manufacturing Company—1586, 2232 
Secret Service, U.S. See Treasury, Department 

of the 

Subject Index 

Securities and Exchange Commission—1186, 
1187, 1190, 1193, 1196, 1197, 1255, 1320, 
1377, 1666, 1847, 2045, 2179, 2180 

Securities Investor Protection Corporation— 
2241

Security Council, National—1567, 2221-2227, 
2231, 2233, 2236-2240, 2244, 2246 

Security Education Board, National—2233 
Security, national. See Defense and national se-

curity 
Security Telecommunications Advisory Com-

mittee, President’s National—2227 
Senegal 

Ambassador to U.S.—2244 
President—2235 

Serbia and Montenegro (Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia) 

Kosovo
Peace efforts—2137 
Peacekeeping operations—2081 
U.S. military role—2078 

U.S. national emergency—2165 
Sierra Leone, U.S. national emergency—1283 
Slovakia 

NATO membership—2117 
Prime Minister—2235 

Slovenia, NATO membership—2117 
Small Business Administration—1531, 1774, 

2230
Small business. See Business and industry 
Smithsonian Institution, John F. Kennedy Cen-

ter for the Performing Arts—1616, 2172, 
2228, 2231, 2238, 2240, 2244 

Social Security—1170, 2044 
South Africa, President—2203, 2232 
South Carolina 

President’s visits—1307, 1313, 1883, 2225 
Republican Party events—1313, 1883 
West Ashley High School in Charleston— 

1307
South Dakota 

Governor—1417, 2005 
Mount Rushmore National Memorial—1417 
President’s visits—1417, 1933, 2005, 2227 

Southeast Asian Nations, Association of 
(ASEAN)—2238

Southwest Missouri State University in Spring-
field, MO—1832 

Spain, President—1583, 2202, 2231, 2241, 2244, 
2246

Sports
Auto racing—2243 
Baseball—1425, 2231, 2239 
Basketball—1651
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Sports—Continued 
Cycling—2225 
Football—2239 
Golf—1651 
Hockey—2055 
Lacrosse—1650 
Olympics—2242 
Soccer—2226 
Softball—1650 
Tee-ball—2234 
Tennis—1650 
Track and field—1651 

Sri Lanka, Prime Minister—2223, 2224 
Standards and Technology, National Institute of. 

See Commerce, Department of 
State and local governments 

See also specific subject or State 
Homeland security efforts—1249, 1259 
Homeownership, role—1808, 1809 
Missing and exploited children, prevention ef-

forts—1705
Welfare reform—1166 

State, Department of 
Ambassadors. See specific country 
Assistant Secretaries—1815, 2226, 2230 
Coordinator for Counterterrorism—2236 
Secretary—1199, 1203, 1233, 1269, 1429, 

1581, 1617, 1698, 1703, 1853, 1899, 2052, 
2054, 2101, 2208 

Special Coordinator for Cyprus—1430, 1897 
Special Envoy and Ambassador at Large for 

Free Iraqis—2244 
Under Secretary—1430 

States, Organization of American—2232 
Sudan 

Peace efforts—1852, 1853 
U.S. national emergency—1928, 1929, 2096 
U.S. Special Envoy—1853 

Sudan Peace Act—1852 
Supreme Court of the U.S.—1165, 1426 
Surface Transportation Board—2223 
Sweden

Ambassador to U.S.—2092 
Mutual legal assistance treaty with U.S.—1248 

Tahoe Regional Planning Agency—2245 
Taiwan, relations with China—1897 
Tajikistan 

Ambassador to U.S.—2182 
Normal trade relations status—1174 
President—2182, 2243, 2244 
Relations with U.S.—2182 
U.S. assistance—2183 

Tanzania, Ambassador to U.S.—2225 
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Tax Reform, Americans for—2236 
Taxation 

See also Budget, Federal; Business and indus-
try; Economy, national 

Bilateral conventions and agreements—2075 
Estate tax, legislation—1377 
Foreign tax havens—1326 
Homebuilding tax credits—1809 
Tax cuts—2045 
Tax relief—1531 

Technology. See Science and technology 
Telecommunications. See Communications 
Tennessee 

Disaster assistance—2241 
East Literature Magnet School in Nashville— 

1607, 2233 
President’s visits—1601, 1607, 1757, 1764, 

1969, 2233 
Republican Party events—1601, 1764 

Terrorism
See also specific State, country, or region; De-

fense and national security 
Counterterrorism efforts—1186, 1188, 1190, 

1192, 1210, 1249, 1256, 1258, 1629, 1788, 
2044, 2071, 2080, 2084, 2095, 2117, 2125, 
2128, 2131, 2132, 2136, 2198, 2217, 2224, 
2237

Insurance—1274, 1700, 1722, 2095, 2132, 
2133

Inter-American Convention Against Ter-
rorism—2069 

International travel restrictions—1787 
Persons who commit, threaten to commit, or 

support terrorism, U.S. national emer-
gency—1620

September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, anniver-
sary—1569, 1570, 2232 

Terrorism Risk Insurance Act of 2002—2132, 
2134

Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States, Na-
tional Commission on—2139, 2140, 2192, 
2194

Texas 
Capital punishment of Mexican national— 

2227
Disaster assistance—2221, 2234, 2240 
Governor—1426
President’s visits—1372, 1374, 1376, 1379, 

1385, 1424, 1425, 1431, 1667, 1897, 2032, 
2037, 2215, 2226-2229, 2234, 2238, 2239, 
2243, 2247 

Republican Party event—1667 
Thailand, Queen—2236 
Thanksgiving Day—2134, 2141, 2243 
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McGuire, Curtis—1388 
McHugh, John M.—1270 
McLeod, Martha A.—2221 
McLucas, William R.—1255 
McMillan, Colin—1490 
McMillan, Kay—1490 
McNamee, Elizabeth—2228 
McNeil, Ron S.—2221 
McNeill, Dan K.—2163 
McNight, Stephen—2236, 2256 
McPhee, Sidney—2236, 2256 
McPherson, Bruce—1472 
McPhie, Neil—2221, 2249 
McVey, Brose—1550 
Meagher, Floy—1537 
Meagher, James—1537 
Medgyessy, Peter—2238, 2240 
Medina, Javier Suarez—1426, 2227 
Megawati Sukarnoputri—1788, 2175, 2224, 

2232, 2237, 2238 
Meles Zenawi—2166, 2181, 2244 
Melton, Connie—1508, 1509 
Mendoza, Gary—1472 
Merrill, Nancy—1745 
Merrill, Philip—2235, 2255 
Mica, John L.—1826 
Michel, Robert H.—1926 
Mihalovic, Robert—1536 
Mijares, Al—1467 
Mikeladze, Levan—2225 
Milan, Jesse, Sr.—2226 
Miles, Jim—1884 
Miller, Candice—1265, 1268, 1563, 1791, 1800 
Miller, David—1543 
Miller, James C., III—2225 
Miller, Jeff—1287 
Miller, Warren L.—2229 
Miller, Zell—1619, 1629, 1633, 1646, 1661, 

2125, 2233 
Milosevic, Slobodan—1655 
Mineta, Norman Y.—1203, 1299, 1302, 2122 
Mink, Patsy T.—1697 
Misquez, Sara—1483 
Mitchell, Katherine—1528 
Mitchell, Littleton P.—2226 
Mochary, Mary—2228 
Moi, Daniel T. arap—2166, 2181, 2218, 2243, 

2244 
Moller, Per Stig—2207, 2208 
Molnau, Carol—1840 
Monahan, Bonnie—1743 
Montanus, Paul—1184 
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Monteith, Dick—1463 
Montgomery, Betty D.—1153 
Montgomery, G.V. ‘‘Sonny’’—1357, 1365 
Moore, Demi—1283 
Moore, Gordon—1200 
Moose, Charles—2238 
Moran, James P.—1182, 1868, 2058 
Morella, Constance A.—1926 
Morgan, Bob—1635 
Morgan, Chris—1635 
Morgan, Jimmie—1374, 1386 
Morrison, James W.—2245 
Morrison, John L.—2233, 2254 
Morrison, Velma—2228 
Mosier, Tim—2025 
Mottola, Thomas—2245 
Moussaoui, Zacarias—1713 
Muasher, Marwan—1269 
Mubarak, Hosni—2222, 2231, 2239, 2246 
Mueller, Robert S., III—1279, 1320, 1353, 1703, 

1788, 1872 
Muller, Scott W.—2230, 2252 
Murdock, David H.—1477 
Murphy, Thomas J.—1518 
Murphy, Tim—1346 
Musgrave, Marilyn—1920 
Musgrove, Ronnie—1357 
Musharraf, Pervez—1435, 1624, 2232 
Musial, Stanley F.—1266 
Myers, Richard B.—1431, 2058 
Myrick, Sue Wilkins—1614, 1876 

Nabers, Drayton—2235 
Narcia, Richard—2222 
Nass, Connie—1939 
Nastase, Adrian—2118 
Natsios, Andrew S.—1430, 1567, 1779, 1782 
Negroponte, John D.—1580, 2054 
Nesmith, Steven B.—2235 
Ness, David—1384 
Newsome, James E.—1666 
Ney, Robert W.—1926 
Nichols, Grace—2245 
Nickles, Don—1299, 1497, 2095, 2125 
Nidal, Abu—1434 
Niederhuber, John E.—2224 
Nober, Roger P.—2223, 2250 
Nolan, Dennis—2236 
Noonan, Thomas E.—2233 
Norquist, John O.—1163 
Northup, Anne M.—1283, 1530, 1534, 1537, 

1963-1966 
Northup, Robert W. ‘‘Woody’’—1537, 1963, 

1964 



Norton, Eleanor Holmes—2065 
Norton, Gale A.—1172, 1322, 1417, 1436, 1438, 

1440, 1448, 1449, 1482, 1579, 2123, 2144, 
2245

Norwood, Charlie—1820, 1983 
Nostrand, Peter F.—2169 
Novak, Alan—1855 
Ntamobwa, Antoine—2244 
Nuhayyan, Hamad bin Zayid Al—2052 
Nussle, Jim—1411, 1415, 1586, 1588, 1591, 

1592, 2012, 2013, 2015 
Nussle, Karen—1593 
Nussle, Laura—1593 
Nussle, Mark—1593 
Nussle, Sarah—1593 
Nyachae, Simeon—2218 
Nye, Erle—2233 

Ochsner, Richard—2234 
O’Connor, Kevin J.—2254 
Ojakli, Ziad—2246 
Okamura, Lawrence—2236, 2256 
Olberg, Keith—1472 
Oliva, Erneido A.—2226 
Olson, Allen I.—2230, 2252 
Olson, Bob—1307 
Olson, Pamela F.—2223, 2250 
Olson, Theodore B.—1930 
O’Neill, Joseph—2224 
O’Neill, Paul H.—1194, 1276, 1320, 1377, 1378, 

1426, 1657, 2133, 2170, 2175, 2225 
Orbach, Ray—1278 
Orlowitz, Sheri—1377, 1378 
Ose, Doug—1454, 1463 
O’Sullivan, Terry—2133 
Otero, S. James—2250 
Owen, Priscilla—1296, 1373, 1499, 1539, 1543, 

1604, 1660, 1669, 1670, 1684, 1690, 1717, 
1747, 1759, 1930, 2034, 2050, 2223 

Owens, Bill—1621, 1676, 1682, 1920 
Owens, Frances—1676, 1920 
Owens, Leon—2226 
Owens, William F.—2233 
Oxley, Michael G.—1320, 2133, 2225 

Pace, Peter—1182 
Paige, Roderick R.—1153, 1156, 1353, 1502, 

1526, 1599, 1602, 1608, 1703 
Palmeiro, Rafael—1775 
Palmisano, Don—1287 
Palmisano, Samuel—2245 
Panzer, Mary E.—1163, 1398 
Paret, Francisco J.—1467 
Park, Andrew—1650 
Parsky, Gerald L.—1472 

Name Index 

Pasco, James—2221 
Pasek, Justine—1775 
Pataki, George E.—1270 
Pate, R. Hewitt—2242 
Patterson, Anne—2226 
Patterson, G.E.—1162, 1165 
Patterson, Jerry—2032 
Patterson, L. Brooks—1265, 1791 
Patterson, Patrick J.—1310 
Patton, Judi—1531 
Patton, Paul E.—1299, 1530 
Paulauskas, Arturas—2115 
Pawlenty, Timothy—1215, 1216, 1839-1841, 

2000
Pearce, Cynthia—1489 
Pearce, Harry—2245 
Pearce, Steve—1489, 1913, 1915, 1917 
Pearlstein, Diane—1284 
Pearlstein, Mitch—1284 
Pearlstein, Nicole—1284 
Pearson, Daniel—2221, 2257 
Peel, Laurie—1291 
Peeler, Bob—1307, 1314, 1884 
Pelosi, Nancy—1249 
Peltz, Richard J.—2231, 2253 
Pena, Jennifer—1774 
Pendergast, Franklyn G.—2224 
Perdue, Mary—1820 
Perdue, Mary H.—2228 
Perdue, Sonny—1819, 1976, 1977, 1982 
Peres, Shimon—2225 
Perez, Tony—1775 
Perkins, Edward—2245 
Perry, Anita Thigpen—2033 
Perry, Rick—1426, 1668, 2032, 2033 
Perry, Rob—1490 
Perry, Stephen A.—1203 
Petri, Thomas E.—1163 
Pharo, Christina—2252 
Phelps, Richard ‘‘Digger’’—1544 
Phillips, Cindy—1366 
Phipps, Maxine—1516 
Pickering, Charles W. ‘‘Chip’’—1357, 1364 
Pickering, Charles W., Sr.—1365, 1660, 1717, 

2050
Pickering, Leisha—1365 
Pickering, Margaret Ann—1365 
Pinsky, Mark—2229 
Pitt, Harvey—1187, 1190, 1320, 1666, 2045, 

2048
Pitts, Joseph R.—1854 
Pizzella, Patrick—2122 
Platts, Todd R.—1854, 1951 
Podesto, Gary A.—1454, 1463 
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Poitevint, Alec—1820, 2234 
Pombo, Annette—1463 
Pombo, Richard W.—1454, 1463 
Ponce, Carlos—1774 
Pope John Paul II—1266 
Pope, Anne B.—2231, 2253 
Pope, Louis—1709 
Popma, Marlys J.—2224 
Porter-Hoppe, Kim—2230 
Portera, Malcolm ‘‘Mack’’—1235 
Portman, Rob—1249, 2125 
Posthumus, Dick—1265, 1268, 1563, 1790-1792, 

1799, 1805 
Posthumus, Pam—1790 
Pound, Patricia—2250 
Powell, Alma—1199, 1234, 2228 
Powell, Colin L.—1189, 1192, 1199, 1203, 1233, 

1234, 1269, 1355, 1429, 1581, 1582, 1617, 
1666, 1703, 1899, 2052, 2054, 2101, 2208, 
2224

Prahl, Nicholas A.—2233, 2254 
Prestage, Bill—2135 
Prestage, Katie—2135 
Prestage, Ron—2135 
Prince Bandar—2229 
Principi, Anthony J.—1175, 1182, 1302, 2058, 

2061
Principi, Elizabeth Ann—2058 
Probus, Ray—1968, 2239 
Pruet, Elizabeth J.—2230, 2253 
Prunetti, Bob—1630, 1637 
Pryce, Deborah—1614 
Pryor, Mark—2240 
Pryor, William H., Sr.—1234, 1241 
Pulido, Laura—1467 
Pulido, Miguel A.—1467 
Purcell, Bill—1609 
Putin, Vladimir—1232, 1259, 1420, 1456, 1485, 

1535, 1548, 1582, 1585, 1851, 2042, 2043, 
2084, 2087, 2089, 2090, 2102, 2104, 2105, 
2107, 2110, 2112, 2120, 2231, 2233, 2238, 
2240, 2244 

Qadir, Haji Abdul—1179, 1180 
Qazi, Ashraf Jehangir—2234 
Quarles, William D., Jr.—2254 
Queen Sirikit—2236 
Quisenberry, Sharron—2222 

Racicot, Marc—2240 
Raczkowski, Andrew ‘‘Rocky’’—1791 
Ragsdale, Mike—1765 
Rahmonov, Emomali—2182, 2243, 2244 
Railton, W. Scott—2229, 2255 
Railton, William S.—2227 
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Raines, Franklin D.—1381, 1388, 1810 
Ramsdell, Thomas—1994 
Ramsey, Charles H.—2065, 2125 
Ramstad, Jim—2000 
Randall, Douglas D.—2237, 2257 
Rangel, Charles B.—1194 
Rapadas, Leonardo M.—2257 
Rapanos, Judith A.—2230, 2253 
Rasheed, Jamal—1614 
Rashied, Malikah—1455 
Rasmussen, Anders Fogh—2231, 2242, 2245 
Rath, Tom—1745 
Ray, Robert D.—1411 
Raye, Kevin—1337, 1861-1864 
Reagan, Nancy—1200 
Reed, Ralph—1820 
Reed, Suellen K.—1527 
Rees, Grover J.—2230, 2253 
Reeves, J.—1357 
Regula, Ralph—1153, 1525 
Reich, John M.—2222, 2249 
Reich, Otto J.—2226 
Reichel, Nick—1846 
Reid, Harry—1249, 2133 
Reneau, Brenda—1498 
Renfroe, Steven—1890 
Renzi, Rick—1683, 1689, 1905, 1907 
Renzi, Roberta—1683 
Rettke, Herbert—2229 
Reynolds, Catherine—2228 
Reynolds, Thomas M.—1270 
Rice, Condoleezza—1192, 1234, 1428, 1462, 

1544, 1617, 1780, 2101, 2224, 2225, 2234, 
2243

Ridge, Tom—1203, 1249, 1277, 1299, 1300, 
1346, 1348, 1417, 1562, 1565, 1619, 1621, 
1857, 1951, 2065, 2125-2127, 2136, 2214 

Rieth, Glenn—1630 
Rigaud, Edwin J.—2230, 2253 
Riggs, Steve—1307, 1308 
Rigler, John, II—2229 
Riley, Bob—1234, 1240, 1890-1892, 1894 
Riley, Patsy—1241, 1890 
Rimsza, Anton E. ‘‘Skip’’—1690, 1905 
Rios, Ricardo—1549 
Ritchie, W.S.—1175 
Rivera, Chita—2172, 2173 
Rivera, Mariano—1325 
Rivera, Richard—2245 
Roberts, John—1930 
Robertson, Benjamin W.—2226 
Robertson, Josephine A.—2226 
Robinson, Harry, Jr.—2230, 2253 
Robinson, Tommy—1509 



Robson, Margaret—2240 
Rocha, V. Manuel—2226 
Rockefeller, John D., IV—1175 
Rockefeller, Win—1503, 1509, 2026 
Roddey, Jim—1518 
Rodriguez, Ivan ‘‘Pudge’’—1775 
Rodriguez, Marco A.—2223, 2250 
Roemer, Tim—1599, 2139 
Rogel, Steven R.—2244 
Rogers, Beth—1890 
Rogers, Fred—1200 
Rogers, Mike—1241, 1799, 1890, 1892 
Roh Moo-hyun—2215, 2216, 2246 
Rohrabacher, Dana—1780 
Rokita, Todd—1939 
Romney, Ann—1728 
Romney, Mitt—1727 
Ros-Lehtinen, Ileana—1717 
Rose, Linwood H.—2233 
Rose, Mary McNally—2221 
Rosenker, Mark V.—2241 
Rosenthal, A.M.—1200 
Rosso, Jean-Pierre—2245 
Rotter, Harriet—2228 
Rounds, Jean—1933 
Rounds, Mike—1933, 1934, 2005, 2006 
Rove, Karl—2240 
Rowland, John G.—1299, 1621, 2245 
Royce, Edward R.—1467, 1472 
Rubin, Cynthia—1614 
Rudin, Jack—1194 
Rudin, William C.—1194 
Ruiz, Hector—2245 
Rumsfeld, Donald H.—1299, 1431, 1868, 2145, 

2146, 2230, 2240 
Runnion, Samantha—1354 
Russi, Gary—1264 
Ruth, Cornelius W.—2240 
Ruutel, Arnold—2117, 2243 
Ryall, Marty—1510 
Ryan, George H.—1278 
Ryan, Jim—1278, 1993, 1994 
Ryan, Lydia—2224 
Rylander, Carole Keeton—2032 

Sabah, Jabir al-Ahmad al-Jabir Al—1573 
Sailer, Chris—1650 
Salazar, Roberto—2228 
Salmon, Matt—1684, 1685, 1687, 1689, 1904, 

1906, 1907, 1909 
Salmon, Nancy—1689, 1904 
Sanchez, Debra—1489 
Sanchez, John—1489, 1717, 1913, 1914 
Sanchez de Lozada Bustamante, Gonzalo—2226, 

2237, 2241 

Name Index 

Sanders, Robin R.—2231, 2253 
Sandford, Jenny—1883 
Sanford, Blake—1313, 1883 
Sanford, Bolton—1313, 1883 
Sanford, Jenny—1313 
Sanford, Landon—1313, 1883 
Sanford, Mark—1313, 1883-1885 
Sanford, Marshall—1313, 1883 
Santini, Jorge—2233 
Santorum, Rick—1345, 1352, 1854, 2185 
Sarbanes, Paul S.—1320, 2133 
Saud, Saud al-Faysal al—1269, 1578 
Sauerbrey, Ellen R.—1709 
Savvaides, George—2225 
Sawyer, Carolyn N.—2226 
Saxton, Jim—1630, 1637 
Sayres, Jean—2155 
Scalia, Eugene—2243 
Scarlett, Margaret—2230, 2253 
Scarlett, P. Lynn—2123 
Schaffer, Bob—1920 
Schall, Robert—2123 
Schanlaber, Susan—2224 
Scher, Barry—2204 
Schieber, Sylvester—1376 
Schmitt, John W.—1291 
Schneider, Kaye—1608 
Schneller, Ben—2170 
Schroeder, Gerhard—2240 
Schumer, Charles E.—1194 
Schwab, Charles R.—1375, 1378 
Schwartz, Debra—2229 
Schwarzkopf, Norman—1989 
Schweiker, Mark—1342, 1345, 1518, 1854, 1950 
Scott, Michael—2230, 2253 
Scully, Timothy R.—1550 
Seabrook, Norman I.—2245 
Sears, Jim—1587 
Sears, Steve—1587 
Seeman, Lee—2229 
Segura, Jesus—1483 
Selber, Mary Anne Blanchard—2155 
Seng, Sharon—1987 
Sensenbrenner, F. James, Jr.—1163, 1599 
Sessions, Jeff—1234, 1241, 1890 
Sessions, Pete—2032 
Sey, Essa Bokarr—2234 
Sezer, Ahmet Necdet—2231, 2238, 2242 
Shadegg, John B.—1690, 1905 
Shaheen, Jeanne—1737 
Shahryar, Hafizah—1567 
Shahryar, Ishaq—1567, 1568, 1779 
Shapiro, Florence—1705 
Sharon, Ariel—1815, 1817, 2163, 2222 
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Shaw, Linda O.—1294 
Shays, Christopher—1249, 1299, 2133, 2139 
Shedd, Dennis W.—1886, 2236 
Shelby, Richard—1234, 1241 
Sherwood, Don—1854, 1951 
Shevardnadze, Eduard—2084, 2105 
Shields, Jay—2020 
Shimkus, John—1994-1998, 2161 
Shimkus, Karen—1994 
Shinseki, Eric K.—1183, 2058 
Shows, Ronnie—1357 
Shuster, Bill—1951 
Shuttlesworth, Clyde—1175 
Sibley, David—1372, 1373 
Siebert, Muriel ‘‘Mickey’’—1375 
Sieder, Jill—2237 
Simitis, Konstandinos—2242 
Simon, Bill—1436, 1462, 1471, 1477 
Simon, Cindy—1462, 1471, 1477 
Simon, Paul—2172, 2173 
Simon, Ray—1503 
Simone, Lauren—1650 
Simonyi, Andras—2234 
Sitton, Windy—2221 
Skeen, Joe—1483, 1484, 1489, 1913 
Skeen, Mary—1483 
Skowronski, Matthew—1614 
Slater, Phyllis Hill—1376, 1386, 1390 
Sloan, Robert—1385 
Smith, Bob—1318, 1744, 2144 
Smith, Christopher H.—1630, 1637, 2058, 2139 
Smith, Debbie—1659 
Smith, Emmitt—2239 
Smith, Gordon—1437, 1440, 1442, 1448 
Smith, Katherine—1472 
Smith, Michael W.—1659 
Smith, Nick—1562 
Smith, Peter—1650 
Smith, Ruben—1483 
Smith, Sharon—1448 
Smith, William E.—2250 
Smith, Windy—2231 
Snow, Carolyn—2174 
Snow, John W.—2174, 2192, 2193 
Snowe, Olympia J.—1337, 1861, 1862, 1864, 

1866 
Snyder, Vic—1503 
Soaries, DeForest ‘‘Buster’’—1637 
Sobrino, Maria—1374, 1386 
Sodrel, Mike—1964 
Solomon, Lon—2230 
Some, Steven—2229 
Somerville, Pat—1265 
Sorensen, Andrew—1651 

Souder, Mark E.—1939, 2226 
Spanos, Alex G.—1454, 1462 
Spanos, Faye—1462 
Specter, Arlen—1343, 1345, 1352, 1854, 1855, 

1858, 1868, 1951, 1953, 2185 
Spellings, Margaret—1703, 1808 
Spidla, Vladimir—2242 
Spogli, Ronald—2236 
Springer, Linda M.—2230, 2252 
Stafford, Brian L.—1203 
Staley, Jim—1835 
Stallings, Gene, Jr.—2230 
Stamps, Quanah Crossland—2221, 2249 
Stanek, Jill—1352 
Stanley, Karen—2230 
Stanley, Thornton, Sr.—1234, 1237 
Staples, Jan Martens—1337, 1861 
Steele, Andrea—1709 
Steele, Michael S.—1709 
Stephens, James M.—2232, 2254 
Stephenson, Linda—1163 
Stevens, Dan—1840 
Stevens, George—2172 
Stevens, Ted—2242 
Stewart, Tony—2244 
Stolberg, Irving—2229 
Stoneman, Bill—2239 
Street, John F.—2185 
Stump, Bob—1905, 2146 
Sturgell, Robert A.—2243 
Subia, Florentino—2241 
Suchara, Helen—1265 
Suddaby, Glenn T.—2254 
Sullivan, Edward C.—2133 
Sullivan, John—1497 
Sullivan, Marguerite—2236, 2256 
Summers, Emily Ann Rich—2224 
Sununu, John E.—1737, 1744, 1957-1960, 1962 
Sununu, John H.—1957 
Sununu, Kitty—1744, 1957 
Sununu, Nancy—1957 
Supalla, Don—1840 
Sviggum, Steve—1215 
Swann, Lynn—1615 
Swartz, Eric—1999 
Swartz, Larry—1999 
Swartz, Linda—1999 
Sweeney, John E.—1270 
Swisher, Karen M. Gayton—2221 
Swygert, Haywood P.—2226 
Szypko, Paula—1291 

Taft, Bob—1153 
Talent, Brenda—1833, 2020 
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Talent, James M.—1832, 1833, 1835-1837, 2019-
2023, 2025 

Talis, Annette—2230 
Tancredo, Thomas G.—1920 
Tanenblatt, Eric—1820 
Tank, Andrew—1651 
Tauscher, Ellen O.—1249, 1299, 2125 
Tauzin, W.J. ‘‘Billy’’—1318, 2150, 2152, 2156, 

2157
Taylor, Elizabeth—2172, 2173 
Taylor, Francis X.—2230, 2253 
Taylor, Willian W.—2242 
Teixido, Xavier—1374, 1386 
Tenet, George J.—1270, 1279, 2049 
TenEyck, Greg—2204 
Terrell, Bebe—2156 
Terrell, Chrissy—2156 
Terrell, Julie—2156 
Terrell, Suzanne Haik—2150-2153, 2156 
Thacker, Brian M.—1183 
Thernstrom, Stephan—2236, 2256 
Thomas, Julieanne—2242 
Thomas, William M.—1333, 1355 
Thompson, Adrian H.—2065 
Thompson, Fred—1249, 1602, 1603, 1608, 1629, 

1969, 1972, 2125 
Thompson, John W.—2233 
Thompson, Larry D.—1196, 1666, 1873 
Thompson, Stan—1411, 2012, 2013 
Thompson, Tommy G.—1162, 1166, 1167, 1208, 

1210, 1215, 1287, 1289, 1307, 1308, 1382-
1385, 1389, 1391, 1613, 1621, 1703, 1848, 
2191, 2234, 2246 

Thornberry, Mac—1249, 1299 
Thornburg, Dick—1303 
Thune, Brittany—2006 
Thune, Harold—1934 
Thune, John R.—1417, 1652, 1933-1936, 2005-

2010, 2046 
Thune, Kimberley—1652, 1933, 2006 
Thune, Larissa—2006 
Thune, Pat—1934 
Thurmond, Strom—1659, 1883, 2165, 2244, 

2245
Timken, William R. ‘‘Tim’’, Jr.—2241 
Toliver, Charles H., IV—2226 
Tomke, John—2145 
Topinka, Judy—1994 
Toretti, Christine J.—1346, 2228 
Torgesen, Joseph K.—1826 
Towey, Harry James ‘‘Jim’’—1167 
Travis, Elizabeth—2020 
Travis, Marilyn—1826 
Travis, Randy—2020 

Tuck, Amy—1357 
Tye, Alfred R.—2228 

Udall, Bradley—2222 
Underwood, Robert A.—2144 
Upton, Fred—2161 
Uribe, Alvaro—1371, 1656, 2226, 2230, 2231 
Useem, Michael—1380 

Vajpayee, Atal Bihari—2232 
Vallee, Rodolphe—2244 
van Daele, Franciskus—2234 
van Dam, Brenda—1354 
Vance, Lisa—1175 
Vandergrifft, Jim—1826 
Vargas, Fidel A.—2235 
Varlan, Thomas A.—2256 
Vasquez, Gaddi H.—1774, 2176 
Vasquez-Gardner, Juanita A.—2224, 2251 
Vasquez, Jo Anne—2237, 2257 
Velasquez, Jaci—1774 
Veneman, Ann M.—1172, 1201, 1203, 1221, 

1295, 1355, 1405, 1406, 1436, 1438, 1440, 
1448, 1449, 1454, 1456, 1463, 1482, 1485, 
1579, 1613, 1615, 1652, 1808, 2135, 2144, 
2185, 2204, 2245 

Versace, Dick—1183 
Versace, Mike—1183 
Versace, Steve—1183 
Vike-Freiberga, Vaira—1177, 2117, 2243 
Vilsack, Thomas J.—1405 
Vitter, David—2150, 2156 
Vogel, Ray—1517 
Voinovich, George V.—1153, 2101 
Voinovich, Janet—2101 
Vollebaek, Knut—2092 
von Eschenbach, Andrew C.—1614 
Voronin, Vladimir—2199, 2243, 2246 
Vorontsov, Yuli—1573 
Vujacic, Ivan—2244 

Wade, Abdoulaye—2235 
Wagner, Raymond T., Jr.—2241, 2257 
Wald, Alexandra—2164 
Wald, Daniella—2164 
Walden, Greg—1437, 1440, 1449 
Walker, Robert S.—2245 
Walker, Scott K.—1163, 1391, 1398 
Walker, William F.—1890 
Walkup, Beth—2230, 2253 
Wallace, Samuel J.—2221 
Wallin, Star—1358, 1370, 1516, 2227 
Walsh, Dan—1343 
Walsh, James T.—1270, 1650 
Walsh, John—1703 
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Walters, Barbara—2245 
Walters, Gary—1650 
Walters, John P.—1299, 2226 
Walton, Bill—1440 
Waltrip, Darrell—1970 
Wamp, Zach—1602, 1608 
Wang, Morgan Yaping—2245 
Wang Yeping—2226, 2238 
Ward, Lacy B., Jr.—2226 
Wardrop, Richard, Jr.—2245 
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